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CHAPTER I. 

An Account of Mr. Gamaliel Pidcle— The Dbposition of 
his Sister described — He yields to her Solicitations, 
and returns to the Country. 

In a certain county of England, bounded on one 
side by the sea, and at the distance of one hun- 
dred miles from the metropolis, lived Gamaliel 
Pickle, esq. ; the father of that hero whose 
adventures we propose to record. He was the 
son of a merchant in London, who, like Rome, 
from small beginnings had raised himself to the 
highest honours of the city, and accjuired a plen- 
timl fortune, though, to his infinite regret, he 
died before it amounted to a plum, conjuring his 
son, as he respected the last injunction of a 
parent, to imitate his industry, ana adhere to his 
maxims, until he should have made up the defi- 
ciency, which was a sum considerably less than 
fifteen thousand pounds. 

This pathetic remonstrance had the desired 
effect upon his representative, who spared no 
pains to fulfil the request of the deceased : but 
exerted all the capacity with which nature had 
endowed him, in a series of efforts, which, how- 
ever, did not succeed ; for, by the time he had 
been fifteen years in trade, he found himself five 
thousand pounds worse than he was when he 
first took possession of his^father's effects; a 
circumstance that affected him so nearly, as to 
detach his inclinations from business, and induce 
him to retire from the world, to some place 
where he might at leisure deplore his misfor- 
tunes, and, by frugality, secure himself from 
want, and .the apprehensions of a jail, with 
which his imagination was incessantly haunted. 
He was often heard to express his fears of coming 
upon the parish ; and to bless God, that, on 
account ot his having been so long a house- 
l^eeper, he was entitled to that provision. In 
short, his talents were not naturally active, and 
there was a sort of inconsistency in his charac- 
ter ; for, with all the desire of amassing which 
any citizen could possibly entertain, he was en- 
cumbered by a certain indolence and sluggishness 
that prevailed over every interested consideration, 
afid even hindered him from profiting by that 
singleness of apprehension, and moderation of 



appetites, which have so frequently conduced 
to the acquisition of immense fortunes ; qualities 
which he possessed in a very remarkable de- 
gree. Nature, in all probability, had mixed little 
or nothing inflammable in his composition ; or, 
whatever seeds of excess she might have sown 
within him, were effectually stifled and destroyed 
by the austerity of his edupation. 

The sallies of his youth, far from being inordi- 
nate or criminal, never exceeded the bounds of 
that decent jollity which an extraordinary pot, 
on extraordinary occasions, may be supposed to 
have produced m a club of sedate book-keepers, 
whose imaginations were neither very warm nor 
luxuriant. Little subject to refined sensations, 
he was scarce ever^ disturbed with violent emo- 
tions of any kind. The passion of love never 
intemipted his tranquillity; and i( as Mr. 
Creech says, after Horace, 

Not to admire is all die art I know ; 

To make men haj^y, and to keep them so ; 

Mr. Pickle was undoubtedly possessed of that 
invaluable secret ; at least, he was never known 
to betray the faintest svmptom of transport, 
except one evening at tne club, where he ob- 
served, with some demonstrations of vivacity, 
that he had dined upon a delicate loin of veal. 

Notwithstanding this apf>eanince of phlegm^ 
he could not help feeling his disappointments in 
trade ; and upon the failure of a certain under- 
writer, by which he lost five hundred pounds, 
declared his design of relinquishing business, and 
retiring to the country. In this resolution he 
was comforted and encouraged by his only sister, 
Mrs. Grizzle, who had managed his family since 
the death of his father, and was now in the thir- 
tieth year of her maidenhood, with a fortune 
of five thousand pounds, and a large stock of 
economy and devotion. 

These qualifications, one would think, might 
have been the means of abridging the term of her 
celibacy, as she never expressed any aversion to 
wedlock ; but, it seems, she was too delicate in 
her choice, to find a mate to her inclination in 
the city : for I cannot suppose that she remained 
so long unsolicited ; though the charms of her 
person were not altogether enchanting, nor her 
manner over and above agreeable. Exclusive of 
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nyery wan (not to call it sallow) complexion, 
which, perhaps, was the effects of her virginity 
and mortitication, she had a cast in her eyes that 
was not at all engaging ; and such an extent of 
mouth, as no art or Sfectation could contract 
into any proportionable dimension ; then her 
piety was rather peevish than resigned, and did 
not in the least aiminish a ceiiain stateliness in 
her demeanour and conversation, that delighted 
in communicating the importance and honour of 
her family, which, by the bye, was not to be 
traced two generations back by all the power of 
. heraldry or tradition. 

She seemed to have rendunced all the ideas 
she had acquired before her father served the 
office of sheriff ; and the era which regulated the 
dates of all her observations was the mayoralty 
of her papa. Nay, so solicitous was this good 
' lady for the support and propagation of the 
femily name, that, suppressing every selfish 
motive, she actually prevailed upon her brother 
to combat with his own disposition, and even 
surmount it so far, as to declare a passion for 
the person whom he afterwards wedded, as we 
shall see in the sequel. Indeed, she was the 
spur that instigated him in all his extraordinary 
undertakings ; and I question, whether he would 
or not have been able to disengage himself from 
that course of life in which he had so long me- 
chanically moved, unless he had been roused 
and actuated by her incessant exhortations. 
: London, she observed, was a receptacle of ini- 
quity, where an honest, unsuspecting man was 
every day in danger of falling a sacrifice to craft ; 
where innocence was exposed to continual tempt- 
ations, and virtue eternally persecuted by malice 
and slander ; where everything was ruled by 
caprice and comiption, and merit utterly dis- 
couraged and despised. This last imputation 
she pronounced with such emphasis and chagrin, 
as plainly denoted how far she considered herself 
as an example of what she advanced ; and really 
the charge was justified by the constructions that 
were put upon her retreat by her female friends, 
who, far from imputing it to the laudable 
motives that induced her, insinuated, in sarcastic 
commendations, that she had good reason to be 
dissatisfied with a place where she had been so 
long overlooked ; and that it was certainly her 
wisest course to make her last effort in the coun- 
try, where, in all probability, her talents would 
' be less eclipsed, and her fortune more attractive. 
Be this as it will, her admonitions, though 
they were powerful enough to convince, would 
have been insufficient to overcome the languor 
and vis inertia of her brother, had she not rein- 
' forced her arguments, by calling in question the 
credit of two or three merchants, with whom he 
was embarked in trade. 

} Alarmed at these hints of intelligence, he ex- 
' erted himself effectually ; he withdrew his money 
from trade, and laying it out in Bank-stock and 
India-bonds, removed to a house in the country, 
which his father had built near the sea-side, for 
the convenience of carrying on a certain branch 
of traffic in which he had been deeply concerned. 
Here then Mr. Pickle fixed his habitation for 



life, in the six-and-thirtieth year of his age ; and 
though the pangs he felt at parting with his 
intimate companions, and quitting all his former 
connections, were not quite so keen as to produce 
any dangerous disorder in his constitution, he 
did not fail to be extremely disconcerted at his 
first entrance into a scene of life to which he was 
totally a stranger. Not but that he met with 
abundance of people in the country, who, in con- 
sideration of his fortune, courted his acquaintance, 
and breathed nothing but friendship and hos- 
pitality ; yet, even the trouble of receiving and 
returning these civiliti« wasan intolemble fatigue 
to a man of his habits and disposition. He 
therefore left the care of the ceremonial to his 
sister, who indulged herself in all the pride of 
formality ; while he himself, having made a dis- 
coveiy of a public-house in the neighbourhood, 
went thither every evening and enjoyed his pipe 
and can ; being very well satisfied with the be- 
haviour of the landlord, whose communicative 
temper was a great comfort to his own taciturnity ; 
for he shunned all superfluity of speech, as much 
as he avoided any other unnecessary expense. 



CHAPTER II. 

He is made acquainted with the Characters of Commodore 
Trunnion and his Adherents— Meets with them by 
Accident, and contracts an Intimacy with that 
Commander. 

This loquacious publican soon gave him sketches 
of all the characters in the county ; and, among 
others, described that of his next neighbour. 
Commodore Trunnion, which was altogether 
singular and odd. *' The commodore and your 
worship,'* said he, " will in a short time be hand 
and glove ; he has a power of money, and spends 
it like a prince— that is, in his own way — for to 
be sure he is a little humorsome, as the saying 
is, and swears woundily ; though I'll be sworn 
he means no more harm than a sucking babe. 
Lord help us !• it will do your honour's heart 
good to hear him tell a story, as how he lay 
alongside.of the French, yard-arm and yard-arm, 
board and board, and of heaving grapplings, 
and stink-pots, and grapes, and round and double- 
headed partridges,* crows and carters. Lord 
have mercy upon us ! he has been a great war- 
rior in his time, and lost an eye and a heel in the 
service. Then he does not live like any other 
Christian land-man ; but keeps garrison in his 
house, as if he were in the midst of his enemies, 
and makes his servants turn out in tlie night, 
watch and watch as he calls it, all the year round. 
His habitation is defended by a ditch, over 
which he has laid a draw-bridge, and planted 
his court-yard with patereroes continually loaded 
with shot, under the direction of one Mr. Hatch- 
way, who had one of his legs shot away while 
he acted as lieutenant on board the commodore's 
ship; and now, being on half-pay,- lives with 
him as his companion. The lieutenant is a 
very brave man, a great joker, and, as the 
saying is, hath got the length of his commander's 
foot — though he has another favourite in the 
house call^ Tom Pipes, that was his boatswain's 
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mate, and now keeps the servants in order. Tom 
is a man of few words, but an excellent hand 
at a song concerning the boatswain's whistle, 
hustle-cap, and chuck •> farthing — ^thereisnot such 
another pipe in the county — so that the com- 
modore lives very happy in his own manner; 
thof he be sometimes thrown into perilous 
passions and quandaries, by the application of 
his poor kinsmen, whom he can't abide, because 
as how some of them were the first occasion of 
his going to sea. Then he sweats ^lath agony at 
the sight of an attorney, just, for all the world, 
as some people have an antipathy to a cat : for 
it seems he was once at law, for striking one of 
his officers, and cast in a swinging sum. He is, 
moreover, exceedingly afflicted with goblin^ that 
disturb his rest, and keep such a racket in his 
house, that you would thmk (God bless us !) all 
the devils in hell had broke loose upon him. It 
was no longer ago than last year about this time, 
that he was tormented the livelong night by the 
mischievous spirits that got into his chamber, 
and played a thousand pranks about his ham- 
mock, for there is not one bed within his walls. 
Well, sir, he rang his bell, called up all his 
servants, got lights, and made a thorough search ; 
but the devil a goblin was to be found. He had 
no sooner turned in again, and the rest of the 
family gone to sleep, than the foul fiends began 
their game anew. The commodore got up in the 
dark, drew his cutlass, and attackea them both 
so manfully, that in five minutes everything in 
the apartment went to pieces. The lieutenant, 
hearing the noise, came to his assistance. Tom 
Pipes, being told what was the matter, lighted 
his match, and going down to the yard, fired all 
the patereroes as signals of distress. Well, to 
be sure the whole parish was in a pucker : some 
thought the French had landed ; others imagined 
the commodore's house was beset by thieves ; for 
my own part, I called up two dragoons that are 
quartered upon me, and they swore, with deadly 
oaths, it was a gang of smugglers engaged with 
a party of their regiment that lies in the next 
village ; and mounting their horses like lusty 
fellows, rode up into the country as fast as their 
beasts could carry them. Ah, master ! these are 
hard times, when an industrious body canitot earn 
his bread without fear of the gallows. Your 
worship's father (God rest his soul !) was a good 
gentleman, and as well respected in this parish 
as e'er a he that walks upon neat's leather ; and 
if your honour should want a small parcel of 
fine tea, or a few ankers of right Nantes, I'll be 
bound you shall be funiished to your heart's con- 
tent. Bat» as I was saying, the hubbub continued 
till morning, when the parson being sent for, 
conjured the spirits into the Red Sea ; and the 
house has been pretty quiet ever since. True it 
is, Mr. Hatchway makes a mock of the whole 
affair ; and told his commander, in this very 
blessed spot, that the two goblins were no other 
than a couple of jackdaws which had fallen down 
the chimney, and made a flapping with their 
wings up and down the apartment. But the 
commodore, who is very choleric, and does not 
like to be jeered, fell into a main high passion. 



and stormed like a perfect hurricane, swearing 
that he knew a devil from a jackdaw as well as 
e'er a man in the three kingdoms. He owned, 
indeed, that the birds were found, but denied 
that they were the occasion of the uproar. For 
my own part, master, I believe much may be 
said on both sides of the question ; thof to be 
sure, the devil is always going about, as the 
saying is." 

This circumstantial account, extraordinary as 
it was, never altered one feature in the counten- 
ance of Mr. Pickle, who, having heard it to aii 
end, took the pipe from his mouth, saying, with 
a look of infinite sagacity and deliberation, ''I 
do suppose he is of the Cornish Trunnions. 
What sort of a woman is his spouse?"— 
" Spouse ! " cried the other ; ** odds-heart ! I 
don t think he would marry the queen of Sheba. 
Lack-a-day ! sir, he won't suffer his own maids 
to lie in the garrison, but turns them into an 
out-house every night before the watch is set. 
Bless your honours soul, he is, as it were, a 
very oddish kind of a gentleman. Your worship 
would have seen him before now ; for, when he 
is well, he and my good master Hatchway come 
hither every evening, and drink a couple of cans 
of rumbo a piece ; but he has been confined ta 
his house this fortnight by a plaguy fit of the 
gout, which, I'll assure your worship, is a good 
penny out of my pocket." 

At that instant, Mr. Pickle's ears were saluted 
with such a strange noise, as even discomposed 
the muscles of his face, which gave immediate 
indications of alarm. This composition of notes 
at first resembled the crying of quails, and 
croaking of bull-frogs ; but as it approached 
nearer, he could distinguish s^rticulate sounds 
pronounced with great violence, in such a 
cadence as one would exnect to hear from a 
human creature scolding through the organs of 
an ass; it was neither speaking nor braying, 
but a surprising mixture of both, employed in 
the utterance of terms absolutely unintelligible 
to our wondering merchant, who had just opened 
his mouth to express his curiosity, when the 
landlord, starting up at the well-known sound, 
cried, ** Odd's niggers ! there is the commodore 
with his company, as sure as I live," and with 
his apron began to wipe the dust off an elbow- 
chair placed at one side of the fire, and kept 
sacred for the ease and convenience of this infirm 
commander. While he was thus occupied, a 
voice, still more uncouth than the former, bawled 
aloud, " Ho ! the house, a-hoy ! " Upon which 
the publican, clapping a hand to each side of 
his head, with his thumbs fixed to his ears, 
rebellowed in the same tone, which he had 
learned to imitate, *' Hilloah." The voice 
again exclaimed, " Have you got any attorneys 
aboard ?" and when the landlord replied, ** No, 
no," this man of strange expectation came in, 
supported by his two dependents, and displayed 
a figure every way answerable to the oddity 
of his character. He was in stature at least six 
feet high, though he had contracted a habit of 
stooping, by living so long on board ; his com- 
plexion was tawny, and his aspect rendered 
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hideous by a large scar across his nose, and a 
patch that covered the place of one eye. Being 
seated in his chair, with great formality the 
landlord complimented him upon his being able 
to come abroad again ; and having in a whisper 
communicated the name of his fellow-guest, 
whom the commodore already knew by report, 
went to prepare, with all imaginable despatch, 
the first allowance of his favourite liquor, in three 
separate cans (for each was accommodated with 
his own portion apart), while the lieutenant sat 
down on the blind side of his commander ; and 
Tom Pipes, knowing his distance, with great 
modesty took his station in the rear. 

After a pause of some minutes, the convers- 
ation was begun by this ferocious chief, who, 
fixing his eye upon the lieutenant with a stern- 
ness of countenance not to be described, ad- 
dressed him in these words : ** D my eyes ! 



Hatchway, I always took you to be a better 
seaman than to overset our chaise in such fair 
weather. Blood ! didn't I tell you we were 
running bump ashore, and bid you set in the 
lee-brace, and haul up a wind?" — "Yes,'* re- 
plied the other, with an arch sneer, "I do con- 
fess as how you did give such orders, after you 
had i-un us foul of a post, so as that the carriage 
lay along, and could not right herself." — "I 
run you foul of a post ! " cried the commander : 

** d-^ my heart! you're a pretty dc^, an't you, 

to tell me so above-board to my face ? Did I 
take chai*ge of the chaise ? Did I stand at the 
helm?" — ** No," answered Hatchway; **I must 
confess you did not steer ; but, howsomever, you 
cunned all the way, and so, as you could not 
see how the land lay, being blind of your lar- 
board eye, we were fast ashore before you knew 
anything of the matter. Pipes, who stood abaft, 

can testify the truth of what I say." — **D 

my limbs ! " resumed the commodore, ** I don't 
value what you or Pipes say a rope-yam. 
You're a couple of mutinous — I'll say no more ; 

but you shan t run your rig upon me, d ye. 

I am the man that learnt you. Jack Hatchway, 
to splice a rope and raise a perpendicular." 

The lieutenant, who was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the trim of his captain, did not 
choose to carry on the altercation any further ; 
but taking up his can, drank to the health of 
the stranger, who very courteously returned the 
compliment, without, however, presuming to 
join in the conversation, which suffered a con- 
siderable pause. During this interruption, Mr. 
Hatchway's wit displayed itself in several prac- 
tical jokes upon the commodore, with whom 
he knew it was dangerous to tamper in any 
other way. Being without the sphere of his 
vision, he securely pilfered his tobacco, drank 
his rumbo, made wry faces, and, to use the 
vulgar phrase, cocked his eye at him, to the no 
small entertainment of the spectators, Mr. Pickle 
himself not excepted, who gave evident tokens 
•of uncommon satisfaction at the dexterity of this 
marine pantomime. 

Meanwhile, the captain's choler gradually 
subsided, and he was pleased to desire Hatch- 
way, by the familiar and friendly diminutive of 



Jack, to read a newspaper that lay on the table 
before him. This task was accordingly under- 
taken by the lame lieutenant, who, among other 
paragraphs, read that which follows, with an 
elevation of voice which seemed to prognosticate 
something extraordinary: **We are informed, 
that Admiral Bower will very soon be created a 
British peer, for his eminent services during the 
war, particularly in his late engagement with 
the French fleet." 

Trunnion was thunderstruck at this piece of 
intelligence : the mug dropped from his hand, 
and shivered into a thousand pieces ; his eye 
glistened like that of a rattle-snake, and some 
minutes elapsed before he could pronounce, 
" Avast ! overhaul that article again. 

It was no sooner read the second time, than, 
smiting the table with his fist, he started up, 
and, with the most violent emphasis of rage and 
indignation, exclaimed, " D— — my heart and 
liver ! 'tis a land lie, d'ye see ; and I will 
maintain it to be a lie, from the sprit-sail yard 
to the mizen-top-sail haulyards! Blood and 
thunder ! Will. Bower a peer of this realm ! a 
fellow of yesterday, that scarce knows a mast 
from a manger ! a snotty-nose boy, whom I 
myself have ordered to the gun, for stealing eggs 
out of the hen-coops ! and I, Hawser Trunnion, 
who commanded a ship before he could keep a 
reckoning, am laid aside, d'ye see, and for- 
gotten ! If so be as this be the case, there is a 
rotten plank in our constitution, which ought to 

be hove down and repaired, d my eyes ! 

For my own part, d'ye see, I was none of your 
Guinea pigs : I did not rise in the service by 

parliamenteering interest, or a handsome b 

of a wife. I was not hoisted over the bellies of 
better men, nor strutted athwart the quarter- 
deck in a laced doublet, and thingumbobs at the 
wrists. D my limbs ! I have been a hard- 
working man, and served all offices on board 
from cook's shifter to the command of a vessel. 
Here, you Tunley, there's the hand of a seaman, 
you dog." 

So saying, he laid hold on the landlord's fist, 
and honoured him with such a squeeze, as com- 
pelled him to roar with great vociferation, to the 
infinite satisfaction of the commodore, whose 
features were a little unblended by this acknow- 
ledgment of his vigour ; and he thus proceeded, 
in a less outrageous strain : ** They make a 

d -d noise about this engagement with the 

French : but, egad ! it was no more than a bum- 
boat battle, in comparison with some that I have 
seen. There was old Rook and Jennings, and 

another whom I'll be d d before I name, that 

knew what fighting was. As for my own share, 
d'ye see, I am none of those that hallo in their 
own commendation : but if so be that I were 
minded to stand my own trumpeter, some of 
those little fellows that hold their heads so high 
would be taken all aback, as the saying is : they 

would be ashamed to show their colours, d 

my eyes ! I once lay eight glasses alongside of 
the Flour de Louse^ a French man-of-war, though 
her mettle was heavier, and her complement 
larger by a hundred hands than mine. You, 
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Jack Hatchway, d ye, what d*ye grin at ! 

D'ye think I tdl a story, because you never heard 
it before?** 

" Why, look ye, sir," answered the lieutenant, 
"I am glad to find you can stand your own 
trumpeter on occasion; thof I wish you -would 
change the tune, for that is the same you have 
been piping every watch for. these ten months 
past. Tunley himself will tell you he has heard 
it five hundred times." — " God forgive you ! 
Mr. Hatchway," said the landlord, interrupting 
him ; '* as I'm an honest man and a housekeeper, 
I never heard a syllable of the matter." 

This declaration, though not strictly true, was 
extremely agreeable to Mr. Trunnion, who, with 
an air of triumph, observed, *' Aha ! Jack, I 
thought I should bring you up, with your gibes 
and your jokes : but suppose you had heard it 
before, is that any reason why it shouldn't be 
told to another person ? There's the stranger, 
belike he has heard it five hundred times too ; 
han't you, brother ? " addressing himself to Mr. 
Pickle; who replying, with a look expressing 
curiosity, " No, never ; " he thus went on : 
" Well, you seem to be an honest, quiet sort of 
a man ; and therefore you must know, as I said 
before, I fell in with a French man-of-war. Cape 
Finisterre bearing about six leagues on the weather 
bow, and the chase three leagues to leeward, 
going before the wind : whereupon I set my 
studding sails ; and coming up with her, hoisted 
my jack and ensign, and poured in a whole 
broadside, before you could count three rattlins 
in the mizen shrouds ; for I always keep a good 
look-out, and love to have the first fire. 

"That I'll be sworn," said Hatchway : " for 
the day we made the Triumph, you ordered the 
men to fire when she was hull-to, by the same 
token we below pointed the guns at a flight of 
gulls ; and I won a can of punch from the gunner 
by killing the first bird." 

Exasperated at tliis sarcasm, he replied, with 

great vehemence, ** You lie, lubber ! d your 

hones ! what business have you to come always 
athwart my hawse in this manner ? You, Pipes, 
was upon deck, and can bear witness whether or 

not I fired too soon. Speak, you blood of a , 

and that upon the word of a seaman : how did 
the chase bear of us when I gave orders to. 
fire ? " 

Pipes, who had hitherto sat silent, being thus 
called upon to give his evidence, after divers 
strange gesticulations, bpened his mouth like a 
gasping cod, and with a cadence lilce that of the 
east wind singing through a cranny, pronounced, 
"Half a quarter of a league right upon our lee- 
heam." 

" Nearer, you porpuss-faced swab I " cried the 
commodore, "nearer by twelve fathom: but, 
howsomever, that's enough to prove the falsehood 
of Hatchway's jaw — and so, brother, d'ye see," 
turning to Pickle, "I lay alongside of the Flour 
ie Louse, yard-arm and yard-arm, pfying out great 
guns and small arms, and heaving m stink-pots, 
powder-bottles, and hand-grenades, till our shot 
^as all expended, double-headed, partridge and 
giape : then we loaded with iron crows, marlin- 



spikes, and old nxiils ; but finding the Frenchman 
took a good deal of drubbing, and that he had 
shot away all our rigging, and lulled and wounded 
a great number of our men, d've see, I resolved 
to run him on board upon his quarter, and so 
ordered our grapplings to be got ready ; but 
monsieur, perceiving what we were about, filled 
his topsails and sheered off, leaving us like a log 
upon the water, and our scuppers running with 
blood." 

Mr. Pickle and the landlord paid such extra- 
ordinary attention to the rehearsal of this exploit, 
that Trunnion was encouraged to entertain them 
with more stories of the same nature ; after which 
he observed, by way of encomium on the govern- 
ment, that all he had gained in the service was a 
lame foot and the loss of an eye. The lieutenant, 
who could not find in his heart to lose any 
opportunity of being witty at the expense of his 
commander, gave a loose to his satirical talent 
once more, saying, — " I have heard as how you 
came by your lame foot, by having your upper 
decks over-stowed with liquor, whereby you 
became crank, and rolled, d'ye see, in such a 
manner, that by a pitch of the ship your starboard 
heel was jammed in one of the scuppers ; and as 
for the matter of your eye, that was knocked out 
by your own crew when the Lightning was paid 
off : there's poor Pipes, who was beaten into all 
the colours of the rainbow for taking your part, 
and giving you time to sheer off; and I don't 
find as how you have rewarded him according as 
he deserves." 

As the commodore could not deny the truth 
of these anecdotes, however unseasonably they 
were introduced, he affected to receive them 
with good humour, as jokes of the lieutenant's 
own inventing; and replied, **Ay, ay, Jack, 
everybody knows your tongue is no slander ; 
but, howsomever, I'll work you to an oil for 
this, you dog." So saying, he lifted up one ot 
his crutches, intending to lay it gently across Mr. 
Hatchway's pate ; but Jack, with great agility, 
tilted up his wooden 1^, with which he warded 
off the blow, to the no small admiration of Mr, 
Pickle, and utter astonishment of the landlord, 
who, by the bye, had expressed the same amaze- 
ment, at the same feat, at the same hour, every 
night, for three months before. Trunnion then, 
directing his eye to the boatswain's mate, ** You, 
Pipes," said he, **do you go about and tell 
people that I did not reward you for standing 
by me, when I was hustled by these rebellious 

rapscallions? d you, han't you been rated 

on the books ever since ? " 

Tom, who indeed had no words to spare, sat 
smoking his pipe with great indifference, and 
never dreamed of paying any regard to these 
interrogations ; which being repeated and rein- 
forced with many oaths, that, however, produced 
no effect, the commodore pulled out his purse, 

saying, " Here, you b baby, here's something 

better than a smart ticket ; " and threw it at his 
silent deliverer, who received and pocketed his 
bounty, without the least demonstration of sur- 
prise or satisfaction ; while the donor, turning to 
Mr. Pickle, "You see, brother," said he, "I 
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make good the old saying % we sailors get money 
like horses, and spend it like asses : come, Pipes, 
let's have the boatswain's whistle, and be 
jovial." 

This musician accordingly applied to his mouth 
the silver instrument that hung at a button-hole 
of his jacket, by a chain of the same metal, and 
though not Quite so ravishing as the pipe of 
Hermes, produced a sound so loud and shrill, 
that the stranger, as it were instinctively, stopped 
his ears, to preserve his organs of hearing from 
such a dangerous invasion. The prelude being 
thus executed, Pipes fixed his eyes upon the egg 
of an ostrich that depended from the ceiling, and 
without once moving them from that object, per- 
formed the whole cantata in a tone of voice that 
seemed to be the joint issue of an Irish bagpipe 
and a sow-gelder's horn : the commodore, the 
lieutenant, and landlord, joined in the chorus, 
repeating this elegant stanza : — 

Bustle, bustle, brave boys ! 

Let us sing, let us toil, 

And drink all the while, 
Since labour's the price of our joys. 

The third line was no sooner pronounced, than 
the can was lifted to every man's mouth with 
admirable uniformity ; and the next word taken 
up at the end of their draught with a twang 
equally expressive and harmonious. In short, 
the company began to understand one another ; 
Mr. Pickle seemed to relish the entertainment, 
and a correspondence immediately commenced 
between him and Trunnion, who shook him by 
the hand, drank to further acquaintance, and 
even invited him to a mess of pork and pease in 
the garrison. The compliment was returned, 
good-fellowship prevailed, and the night was 
pretty far advanced, when the merchant's man 
arrived with a lantern to light his master home ; 
upon which, the new friends parted, after a 
mutual promise of meeting next evening in the 
same place. 



CHAPTER III. 

Mrs. Grizzle exerts herself in finding a proper Match for 
her Brother ; who is accordingly introduced to the 
young Lady, whom he marries ui due Season. 

I HAVE been the more circumstantial in opening 
the character of Trunnion, because he bears a 
considerable share in the course of these memoirs ; 
but now it is high time to resume the considera- 
tion of Mrs. Grizzle, who, since her arrival in 
the country, had been engrossed by a double 
care, namely, that of finding a suitable match for 
her brother, and a comfortable yoke-fellow for 
herself. 

Neither was this aim the result of any sinister 
or frail suggestion, but the pure dictates of that 
laudable ambition which prompted her to the 
preservation of the family name. Nay, so dis- 
interested was she in this pursuit, that, postpon- 
ing her nearest concern, or at least leaving her 
own fate to the silent operation of her charms, 
she laboured with such indefatigable zeal in 
behalf of her brother, that before they had been 
three months settled in the country, the general 



topic of conversation in 'the neighbourhood was 
an intended match between the rich Mr. Pickle 
and the fair Miss Appleby, daughter of a gentle* 
man who lived in the next parish, and who, 
though he had but little fortune to bestow upon 
his children, had, to use his own phrase, re- 
plenished their veins with some of the best blood 
m the country. 

This young lady, whose character and dispo- 
sition Mrs. Grizzle had investigated to her own 
satisfaction, was destined for the spouse of Mr. 
Pickle ; and an overture accordingly made to her 
father, who, being overjoyed at the proposal, 
gave his consent without hesitation^ and even 
recommended the immediate execution of the 
project with such eagerness, as seemed to indi- 
cate either a suspicion of Mr. Pickle's constancy, 
or a diffidence of his own daughter's complexion, 
which perhaps he thought too sanguine to keep 
much longer cool. The previous point being 
thus seicled, our merchant, at the instigation of 
Mrs. Grizzle, went to visit his future &ther-in- 
law, and was introduced to the daughter, with 
whom he had, that same afternoon, an oppor- 
tunity of being alone. What passed in that 
interview I never could learn, though from the 
character of the suitor, the reader may justly 
conclude that she was not much teased with the 
impertinence of his addresses. He was not, I 
believe, the less welcome for that reason : certain 
it is, she made no objection to his taciturnity ; 
and when her father communicated his resolu- 
tion, acquiesced with the most pious resignation. 
But Mrs. Grizzle, in order to give the lady a 
more favourable idea of his intellects than what 
his conversation could possibly inspire, was 
resolved to dictate a letter, which her brother 
should transcribe and transmit to his mistress as 
the produce of his own understanding, and had 
actually composed a very tender billet for this 
purpose ; yet her intention was entirely frus- 
trated by the misapprehension of the lover him- 
self, who, in consequence of his sister's repeated 
admonitions, anticipated her scheme, by writing 
for himself, and despatching the letter one after- 
noon, while Mrs. Grizzle was visiting at the 
parson's. 

Neither was this step the effect of his vanity or 
precipitation ; but having been often assured by 
his sister that it was absolutely necessary for him 
I to make a declaration of his love in writing, he 
took this opportunity of acting in conformity with 
her advice, when his imagination was unengaged 
or undisturbed by any other suggestion, without 
suspecting in the least that she intended to save 
him the trouble of exercising his own genius. 
Left, therefore, as he imagined, to his own in- 
ventions, he Sat down, and produced the follow- 
ing fftarceau, which was transmitted to Miss 
Appleby, before his sister and counsellor had 
the least intimation of the affair : — 

•*Miss Sally Appleby. 
" Madam, — ^Understanding you have a parcel of heart, 
warranted sound, to be disposed of, shall be willing to 
treat for said commodity, on reasonable terms ; doubt 
not, shall agree for same ; shall wait on you for further 
information, when and where you shall appoint. This the 
needful from— Yours, &c " Gam. Pickle." 
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This laconic epistle, simple and unadorned as 
It was, met with as cordial a. reception from the 
person to whom it wa3 addressed, as if it had 
been couched in the most elegant terms that 
delicacy of passion and cultivated genius could 
supply ; nay, I believe, was the more welcome, 
on account of Us mercantile plainness ; because 
when an advantageous match is in view, a sensible 
woman often considei-s the flowery professions 
and rapturous exclamations of love as ensnaring 
ambiguities, or, at best, impertinent prelimin- 
aries, that retard the treaty they are designed, to 
promote; whereas Mr. Pickle removed all dis- 
agreeable uncertainty, by descending at once to 
the most interesting particular. 

She had no sooner, as a dutiful child, com- 
municated this billet-doux to her father, than 
he, as a careful parent, visited Mr. Pickle, and, 
in presence of Mrs. Grizzle, demanded a formal 
explanation of his sentiments with regard to his 
daughter Sally. Mr. Gamaliel, without any 
ceremony, assured him he had a respect for the 
young woman, and, with his good leave, would 
take her for better, for worse, Mr. Appleby, 
after having expressed his satisfaction that he had 
fixed his affections in his family, comforted the 
lover with the assurance of his being agreeable 
to the young lady ; and they forthwith proceeded 
to the articles of the marriage-settlement, which 
being discussed and determined, a lawyer was 
ordered to engross them; the wedding-clothes 
were bought, and, in short, a day was appointed 
for the celebration of their nuptials, to which 
everybody of any fashion in the neighbourhood 
was invited. Among these, Commodore Trun- 
nion and Mr. Hatchway were not forgotten, 
being the sole companions of the bridegroom, 
with whom, by this time, they had contracted a 
sort of intimacy at their nocturnal rendezvous. 

They had received a previous intimation of 
what was on the anvil, from the landlord, before 
Mr. Pickle thought proper to declare himself; 
in consequence of which, the topic of the one- 
eyed commander^s discourse, at their meeting, 
for several evenings before, had been the foUy 
and plague of matrimony, on which he held 
forth with great vehemence of abuse, levelled at 
the fair sex, whom he represented as devils in- 
carnate, sent from hell to torment mankind ; and 
in particular inveighed against old maids, for 
whom he seemed to entertain a singular aversion ; 
while his friend Jack confirmed the truth of all 
his all^ations, and gratified his own malignant 
vein at the same time, by clenching every sen- 
tence with a sly joke upon the manied state, 
built upon some allusion to a ship or sea-faring 
life. He compared a woman to a great gun 
loaded with fire, brimstone, and noise, which, 
being violently heated, will bounce and fly, and 
play the devil, if you don't take special care of 
her breechings. He said she was like a hurri- 
cane that never blows from one quarter, but 
veers about to all points of the compass. He 
likened her to a painted galley, curiously rigged, 
with a leak in her hold, which her husband would 
never be able to stop. He observed that her 
bclinations were like the Bay of Biscay; for 



why? because you may heave your deep sea lead 
long enough v^ithout ever reaching the bottom ; 
that he who comes to anchor on a wife may find 

himself moored in d d foul ground, and after 

all, can't for his blood slip his cable ; and that| 
for his own part, thof he might make short trips 
for pastime, he would never embark in woman 
on the voyage of life, because he was afraid of 
foundering in the first foul weather. 

In all probability, these insinuations made 
some impression on the mind of Mr. Pickle, who 
was not veiy much inclined to run great risks of 
any kind ; but the injunctions and importunities 
of his sister, who was bent upon the match, 
overbalanced the opinion of his sea friends, who 
finding him determined to marry, notwithstand* 
iug all the hints of caution they had thrown out, 
resolved to accept his invitation, and honoured 
his nuptials with their presence accordingly. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The Behaviour of Mrs. Grizzle at the Wedding, with an 
Account of the Guests. 

I HOPE it will not be thought uncharitable, if I 
advance, by way of conjecture, that Mrs. Grizzle, 
on this grand occasion, summoned her whole 
exertion to play off the artillery of her charms on 
the single gentlemen who were invited to the 
entertainment ; sure I am, she displayed to the 
best advantage all the engaging qualities she 
possessed ; her affability at dinner was altogether 
uncommon, her attention to the guests was super- 
fluously hospitable, her tongue was sheathed with 
a most agreeabfe and infantine lisp, her address 
was perfectly obliging, and though, conscious of 
the extraordinary capacity of her mouth, she 
would not venture to hazard a laugh, she modelled 
her lips into an enchanting simper, which played 
on her countenance all day long ; nay, she even 
profited by that defect in her vision we have 
already observed, and securely contemplated those 
features which were most to her liking, while the 
rest of the company believed her r^ards were 
disposed in a quite contrary direction. With 
what humility of complaisance did she receive 
the compliments of those who could not help 
praising the elegance of the banquet ; and how 
piously did she seize that opportunity of com- 
memorating the honours of her sire, by observing 
that it was no merit in her to understand some- 
thing of entertainments, as she had occasion to 
preside at so many, during the mayoralty of her 
papal 

Far from discovering the least symptom of 
pride and exultation when the opulence of her 
family became the subject of conversation, she 
assumed a severity of countenance ; and, after 
having moralized on the vanity of riches, declared 
that those who looked on her as a fortune were 
very much mistaken ; for her father had left her 
no more than a poor five thousand pounds, which, 
with what little she had saved of the interest 
since his death, was all she had to depend on : 
indeed, if she had placed her chief felicity in 
wesdth, she should not have been so forward in 
destroying her own expectations, by advising and 
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promoting the event at which they were now so 
nappily assembled; but she hoped she should 
always have virtue enough to postpone any in- 
terested consideration, when it should happen to 
clash with the happiness of her fnends. Finally, 
such was her modesty and self-denial, that she 
industriously informed those whom it might con- 
cern, that she was no less than three years older 
than the bride ; though had she added ten to the 
reckoning, she would have committed no mistake 
in point of computation. 

To contribute as much as lay in her power to 
the satisfaction of all present, she in the after- 
noon regaled them with a tune on the harpsi- 
chord, accompanied with her voice, which, 
though not the most melodious in the world, I 
dare say, would have been equally at their service 
could she have vied with Philomel in song ; and 
as the last effort of her complaisance, when 
dancing was proposed, she was prevailed on, at 
the request ot her. new sister, to open the ball in 
person. 

In a word, Mi-s. Grizzle was the principal 
figure in this festival, and almost eclipsed the 
biide ; who, far from seeming to dispute the 
pre-eminence, very wisely allowed her to make 
the best of her talents ; contenting herself with 
the lot to which fortune had already called her, 
and which she imagined would not be the less 
desirable if her sister-in-law were detached from 
the family. 

I believe I need scarce advertise the reader, 
tliat, during this whole entertainment, the com- 
modore and his lieutenant were quite out of their 
element ; and this, indeed, was the case with the 
bridegroom himself, who being utterly unac- 
quainted with any sort of polite commerce, found 
himself under a very disagreeable restraint during 
the whole scene. 

Trunnion, who had scarce ever been on shore 
till he was paid off, and never once in his whole 
life in the company of any females above the 
rank of those who herd on the Point at Ports- 
mouth, was more embarrassed about his beha- 
viour than if he had been surrounded at sea by 
the whole French navy. He had never pro- 
nounced the word "madam" since he was 
born ; so that, far from entering into conversa- 
tion with the ladies, he would not even return 
the compliment, or give the least nod of civility 
when they drank to his health ; and, I verily 
believe, would rather have suffered suffocation 
4han allowed the simple phrase — "your serv- 
ant," to proceed from his mouth. He was 
altogether as inflexible with respect to the atti- 
tudes of his body ; for, either through obstinacy 
pr bashfulness, he sat upright without motion, 
insomuch that he provoked the mirth of a certain 
wag, who, addressing himself to the lieutenant, 
asked whether that was the commodore himself, 
or the wooden lion that used to stand at his 
gate?'— an image, to which, it must be owned, 
Mr. Trunnions person bore no faint resem- 
blance. 

Mr. Hatchway, who was not quite so un- 
polished as the commodore, and had certain 
notions that seemed to approach the ideas of 



common life, made a less uncouth appearance ; 
but then he was a wit, and though of a very 
peculiar genius, partook largely of that disposi- 
tion whidi is common to all wits, who never 
enjoy themselves except when their talents meet 
with those marks of distinction and veneration, 
which, in their own opinion, they deserve. 

These circumstances being premised, it is not 
to be wondered at, if this triumvirate made no 
objections to the proposal, when some of the 
grave personages of the company made a motion 
for adjourning into another apartment, where 
they might enjoy their pipes and bottles, while 
the young folks indulged themselves in the con- 
tinuance of their own favourite diversion. Thus 
rescued, as it were, from a state of annihilation, 
the first use the two lads of the castle made of 
their existence, was to ply the bridegroom so 
hard with bumpers, that in less than an hour he 
made divers efforts to sing, and soon after was 
carried to bed, deprived of all manner of sensa- 
tion, to the utter disappointment of the bride- 
men and maids, who, by this accident, were 
prevented from throwing the stocking, and per- 
forming certain other ceremonies practised on 
such occasions. As for the bride, she bore this 
misfortune with great good humour, and indeed, 
on all occasions, behaved like a discreet woman, 
perfectly well acquainted with the nature of her 
own situation. 



CHAPTER V. 

Mrs. Pickle assumes the Reins of Government in her own 
Family — Her Sister-in-law undertakes an Enterprise 
of great Moment, but is for some time diverted from 
her Purpose by a very interesting Consideration. 

Whatever deference, not to say submission, 
she had paid to Mrs. Grizzle before she was so 
nearly allied to her family, she no sooner became 
Mrs. Pickle, than she thought it incumbent on 
her to act up to the dignity of the character; 
and, the very day after the marriage, ventured 
to dispute with heif sister-in-law on the subject 
of her own pedi^ee, which she affirmed to be 
more honourable m all respects than that of her 
husband; observing that several younger bro- 
thers of her house had arrived at the station of 
lord-mayor of London, which was the highest 
pitch of greatness that any of Mr. Pickle's 
predecessors had ever attained. 

This presumption was like a thunderbolt to 
Mrs. Grizzle, who began to perceive that she 
had not succeeded quite so well as she ima- 
gined, in selecting^ fot her brother a gentle and 
obedient yoke-fellow, who would always treat 
her with that profound respect which she thought 
due to her superior genius, and be entirely regu- 
lated by her advice and direction : however, she 
still continued to manage the reins of govern- 
ment in the house, reprehending the servants as 
usual ; an office she performed with great capa- 
city, and in which she seemed to take singular 
delight, until Mrs. Pickle, on pretence of con- 
sulting her ease, told her one day she would 
take that trouble on herself, and for the future 
assume the management of her own family. 
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Nothing could be more mortifying to Mrs. 
Grizzle than such a declaration ; to which, after 
a considerable pause, and strai^ge distortion of 
look, she replied: **I shall never refuse or 
repine at any trouble that may conduce to my 
brother's advantage." — **Dear madam," an- 
swered the sister, **I am infinitely obliged for 
your kind concern for Mr. Pickle's interest, 
which I consider as my own, but I cannot bear 
to see you a sufferer by your friendship ; and, 
therefore, insist on exempting you from the 
fatigue you have borne so long." 

In vain did the other protest that she took 
pleasure in the task : Mrs. Pickle ascribed the 
assurance to her excess of complaisance; and 
expressed such tenderness of zeal for her dear 
sister's health and tranquillity, that the reluctant 
maiden found herself obliged to resign her 
authority, without enjoying the least pretext for 
complaining of her being deposed. 

This disgrace was attended by a fit of peevish 
devotion that lasted three or four weeks ; during 
which period she had the additional chagrin of 
seeing the young lady gain an absolute ascend- 
ency over the mind of her brother, who was 
persuaded to set up a gay equipage, and improve 
his housekeeping, by an augmentation in his 
expense, to the amount of a thousand a year at 
least: though his alteration in the economy of 
his household effected no change in his own 
disposition, or manner of life ; for as soon as the 
painful ceremony of receiving and returning visits 
was performed, he had recourse again to the 
company of his sea friends, with whom he spent 
the best part of his time. But if he was satisfied 
with his condition, the case was otherwise with 
Mrs. Grizzle, who, finding her importance in the 
family greatly diminished, her attractions neg- 
lected by all the male sex in the neighbourhood, 
and the withering hand of time hang threatening 
over her head, began to feel the horror of eternal 
virginity, and, in a sort of desperation, resolved 
at any rate to rescue herself from that reproach- 
ful and uncomfortable situation. 

Thus determined, she formed a plan, the exe- 
cution of which, to a spirit less enterprising and 
sufficient than hers, would have appeared alto- 
gether impracticable : this was no other than to 
make a conquest of the commodore's heart, 
which the reader will easily believe was not very 
susceptible of tender impressions ; but, on the 
contrary, fortified with insensibility and pre- 
judice against the charms of the whole sex, and 
particularly prepossessed to the prejudice of that 
class distinguished by the appellation of old 
maids, in which Mrs. Grizzle was by this time 
unhappily ranked. She nevertheless took the 
field ; and having invested this seemingly im- 
pregnable fortress, began to break ground one 
day, when Trunnion dined at her brother's, by 
springing certain ensnaring commendations on 
the honesty and sincerity of sea-faring people, 
paying a particular attention to his plate, and 
affecting a simper of approbation at everything 
he said, which by any means she could construe 
into a joke, or with modesty be supposed to 
hear : nay, even when he left decency on the 



left hand, which was often the case, she ventured 
to reprimand his freedom of speech with a 
gracious grin, saying, "Sure you gentlemen 
belonging to the sea have such an odd way with 
you." But all this complacency was so ineffect- 
ual, that, far from suspecting the true cause of 
it, the commodore, that very evening, at the 
club, in presence of her brother, with whom by 
this time he could take any manner of freedom, 

did not scruple to d her for a squinting, 

block-faced, chattering p — kitchen ; and imme- 
diately after drank "Despair to all old maids." 
The toast Mr. Pickle pledged without the least 
hesitation, and next day intimated to his sister, 
who bore the indig^nity with surprising resigna- 
tion, and did not therefore desist firom her 
scheme, unpromising as it seemed to be, until 
her attention was called off, and engaged in 
another care, which for some time interrupted 
the progress of this design. 

Her sister had not been married many months, 
when she exhibited evident symptoms of preg- 
nancy, to the general satis£sictionof all concerned, 
and the inexpressible joy of Mrs. Grizzle, who, 
as we have already hinted, was more interested 
in the preservation of the family name than in 
any other consideration whatever. She there- 
fore no sooner discovered appearances to justify 
and confirm her hopes, than, postponing her 
own purpose, and laying aside that pique and 
resentment she had conceived from tne behavi- 
our of Mrs. Pickle, when she superseded her 
authority ; or perhaps, considering her in no 
other light than, that of the vehicle which con- 
tained, and was destined to convey, her brother's 
heir to light, she determined to exert her utter- 
most in nursing, tending, and cherishing her 
during the term of her important charge. With 
this view she purchased Culpepper's Midwifery, 
which with that sagacious performance dignified 
with Aristotle's name, she studied with indefatig- 
able care ; and diligently perused the Complete 
Housewife, together with Quincy's Dispensatory, 
culling every jelly, marmalade, and conserve 
which these authors recommend as either salut- 
ary or toothsome, for the benefit and comfort of 
her sister-in-law, during her gestation. She 
restricted her from eating roots, pot-herbs, fruit, 
and all sorts of vegetables ; and one day, when 
Mrs. Pickle had plucked a peach with her own 
hand, and was m the very act of putting it 
between her teeth, Mrs. Grizzle perceived the 
rash attempt, and running up to her, fell on her 
knees in the garden, entreating her, with tears 
in her eyes, to resist such a pernicious appetite. 
Her request was no sooner complied with, than 
recollecting, that if her sisters longing was 
balked, the child might be affected with some 
disagreeable mark or deplorable disease, she 
b^ged as earnestly that she would swallow the 
fruit, and in the mean time ran for some cordial 
water of her own composing, which she forced 
on her sister, as an antidote to the poison she 
had received. 

This excessive zeal and tenderness did not fail 
to be very troublesome to Mrs. Pickle, who, 
having resolved divexs plans for the recovery of 

B 



lO 



THE ADVENTURES OF 



her own ease, at length determined to engage 
Mrs. Grizzle in such employment as would inter- 
rupt that close attendance, which she found so 
teasing and disagreeable. Neither did she wait 
long for an opportunity of putting her resolution 
in practice. The very next day a gentleman 
happening to dine with Mr. Pickle, unfortunately 
mentioned a pine-apple, part of which he had 
eaten a week before at the house of a nobleman, 
who lived in another part of the country, at 
the distance of a hundred miles at least. 

The name of this fatal fruit was no sooner 
pronounced, than Mrs. Grizzle, who incessantly 
watched her sister's* looks, took the alarm, 
because she thought they gave certain indications 
of curiosity and desire; and after having ob- 
served, that she herself could never eat pine- 
apples, which were altogether unnatural produc- 
tions, extorted by the force of artificial nre out 
of filthy manure, asked, with a falteiing voice, 
if Mrs. Pickle was not of her way of thinking ? 
This young lady, who wanted neither slyness 
nor penetration, at once divined her meaning, 
and replied, with seeming unconcern, that for 
her own part she should never repine if there 
was not a pine-apple in the universe, provided 
she could indulge herself with the fruits of her 
own country. 

This answer was calculated for the benefit of 
the stranger, who would certainly have suffered 
for his imprudence by the resentment of Mrs. 
Grizzle, had her sister expressed the least relish 
for the fruit in question. It had the desired 
effect, and re-established the peace of the com« 
pany, which was not a little endangered by the 
gentleman's want of consideration. Next morn- 
ing, however, after breakfast, the pregnant lady, 
in pursuance of her plan, yawned, as it were by 
accident, full in the face of her maiden sister, 
who beings infinitely disturbed by this convulsion, 
affirmed it was a symptom of longing, and in- 
sisted upon knowing the object in desire ; when 
Mrs. Pickle, affecting a smile, told her she had 
eaten a most delicious pine-apple in her sleep. 
This declaration was attended with an immediate 
scream, uttered by Mrs. Grizzle, who instantly 
perceiving her sister surprised at the exclamation, 
clasped her in her arms, and assured her, with a 
sort of hysterical laugh, that she could not help 
screaming with joy, because she had it in her 
power to gratify her dear sister's wish ; a lady 
in the neighbourhood having promised to send 
her, in a present, a couple of delicate pine- 
apples, which she would on that very day go in 
quest of. 

Mrs. Pickle would by no means consent to 
this proposal, on pretence of sparing the other 
unnecessary fatigue ; and assured her, that if she 
had any desire to eat a pine-apple, it was so 
faint, that the disappointment could produce no 
bad consequence. But this assurance was con- 
veyed in a manner, which she knew very well 
how to adopt, that, instead of dissuading, rather 
stimulated Mrs. Grizzle to set out immediately, 
not on a visit to that lady, whose promise 
she herself had feigned with a view of con- 
salting her sister's tranquillity, but on a random 



search through the whole country for this un- 
lucky fruit, which was like to produce so much 
■vexation and prejudice to her and her father's 
house. 

During three whole days and nights did she, 
attended by a valet, ride from place to place 
without success, unmindful of her health, and 
careless of her reputation, that began to suffer 
from the nature of her inquiry,, which was 
pursued with such peculiar eagerness and dis- 
traction, that everybody with whom she con- 
versed, looked upon her as an unhappy person, 
whose intellects were not a little disordered. 

Baffled in all her researches within the county, 
she at length resolved to visit that very noble- 
man at whose house the officious stranger had 
been (for her) so unfortunately regal^,. and 
actually arrived, in a post-chaise, at the place 
of his habitation, where she introduced her 
business as an affair on which the happiness of 
a whole family depended. By virtue of a pre- 
sent to his lordship's gardener, she procured the 
Hesperian fruit, with which she returned in 
triumph. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Mrs. Grizzle is indefatigable in gratifying her Sister's 
Longings — Peregrine is bom, and managed contrary 
to the Directions and Remonstrances of his Aunt, who 
is disgusted upon that account, and resumes the Plan 
which she had before rejectedi. 

The success of this device would have encouraged 
Mrs. Pickle to practise more of the same sort 
upon her sister-in-law, had she not been deten-ed 
by a violent fever which seized her zealous ally, 
in consequence of the fatigue and uneasiness 
she had undergone ; which, while it Isisted, as 
effectually conduced to her repose, as any other 
stratagem she could invent. But Mrs. Grizzle's 
health was no sooner restored, than the other, 
being as much incommoded as ever, was obliged, 
in her own defence, to have recourse to some 
other contrivance ; and managed her artifices in 
such a manner, as leaves it at this day a doubt 
whether she was really so whimsical and capri- 
cious in her appetites as she herself pretended 
to be ; for her Idhgiugs were not restricted to 
the demands of the palate and stomach, but 
also affected all the other organs of sense, and 
even invaded her imagination, which at this 
period seemed to be strangely diseased. 

One time she longed to pinch her husband's 
ear; and it was with infinite difEculty that his sis- 
ter could prevail upon him to undergo the oper- 
ation. Yet this task was easy, in comparison 
with another she undertook for the gratification 
of Mrs. Pickle's unaccountable desire; which 
was no other than to persuade the commodore 
to submit his chin to the mercy of the big-bellied 
lady, who ardently wished for an opportunity ' 
of plucking three black hairs from his beard. 
When this proposal was first communicated to 
Mr. Trunnion by the husband, his answer was 
nothing but a dreadful effusion of oaths, accom- 
panied with such a stare, and delivered in such 
a tone of voice, as terrified the poor beseecher 
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into immediate silence ; so that Mrs. Grizzle 
was fein to take the whole enterprise upon her- 
self, and next day went to the garrison accord- 
ingly, where, having obtained entrance by means 
of the lieutenant, who, while his commander 
was asleep, ordered her to be admitted for the 
joke's sake, she waited patiently till he turned 
out, and then accosted him in the yard, where 
he used to perform his morning walk. He was 
thunderstruck at the appearance of a woman in 
a place he had hitherto kept sacred from the 
whole sex, and immediately began to utter an 
apostrophe to Tom Pipes, whose turn it was 
then to watch ; when Mrs. Grizzle, falling on 
her knees before him, conjured him, with many 
pathetic supplications, to hear and grant her 
request, which was no sooner signified, than he 
bellowed in such an outrageous manner that 
the whole court re-echoed the opprobrious term 
b ^ and the word damnation, which he re- 
peated with surprising volubility, without any 
sort of propriety or connection ; and retreated 
into his penetralia, leaving the baffled devotee 
in the humble posture she had so unsuccessfully 
chosen to melt his obdurate heart. 

Mortifying as this repulse must have been to a 
lady of her stately disposition, she did not relin- 
quish her aim, but endeavoured to interest the 
commodore's counsellors and adherents in her 
cause. With this view she solicited the interest 
of Mr. Hatchway, who, being highly pleased 
with a circumstance so productive of mirth and 
diversion, readily entered into her measures, and 
promised to employ his whole influence for her 
satisfaction ; and as for the boatswain's mate, he 
was rendered propitious by the present of a guinea, 
which she slipped into his hand. In short, Mrs. 
Grizzle was continually engaged in this negotia- 
tion for the spac6 of ten days, during which, the 
conmiodore was so incessantly pestered with her 
remonstrances, and the admonitions of his asso- 
ciates, that he swore his people had a design 
upon his life, which becoming a burden to him, 
he at last complied, and was conducted to the 
scene like a victim to the altar, or rather like 
a reluctant bear, when he is led to the stake 
amidst the shouts and cries of butchers and their 
dogs. After all, this victory was not quite so 
decisive as the conquerors imagined ; for the 
patient being set, and the performer prepared 
with a pair of pincers, a small difficulty occurred : 
she could not for some time discern one black 
hair on the whole superficies of Mr. Trunnion's 
face, when Mrs. Grizzle, very much alarmed and 
disconcerted, had recourse to a magnifying-glass 
that stood upon her toilet ; and, after a most 
accurate examination, discovered a fibre of a 
dusky hue, to which the instrument being applied, 
Mrs. Pickle pulled it up by the roots, to the no 
small discomposure of the owner, who, feeling 
the smart much more severe than he had expected, 
started up, and swore he would not part with 
another hair to save them all from damnation. 

Mr. Hatchway exhorted him to patience and 
resignation ; Mrs. Grizzle repeated ner entreaties 
with great humility ; but finding him deaf to all 
her prayers, and absolutely bent upon leaving the 



house, she clasped his knees, and begged for the 
love of God that he would have compassion upon 
a distressed family, and endure a little more for 
the sake of the poor infdnt, who would otherwise 
be bom with a grav beard upon its chin. Far 
from being melt^, he was rather exasperated by 
this reflection ; to which he replied with great 

indignation, ** D you for a yaw-sighted 

b ! he'll be hanged long enough before he 

has any beard at all : " so saying, he disengaged 
himself from her embraces, flung out at the door, 
and halted homewards with such surprising speed, 
that the lieutenant could not overtake him until 
he had arrived at his own gate ; and Mrs. Grizzle 
was so much affected with his escape, that her 
sister, in pure compassion, desired she would not 
afflict herself, protesting that her own wish was 
already gratified, for she had plucked three hairs 
at once, having from the beginning been dubious 
of the commodore's patience. 

But the labours oi this assiduous kinswoman 
did not end with the achievement of this adven- 
ture : her eloquence or industry was employed 
without ceasing in the perfoimance of other tasks 
imposed by the ingenious craft of her sister-in-law, 
who at another time conceived an insuppressible 
affection for a fricassee of frogs, which should be 
the genuine natives of France ; so that there was 
a necessity for despatchinga messenger on purpose 
to that kingdom ; but as she could not depend 
upon the integrity of any common servant, Mrs. 
Grizzle undertook that province, and actually 
set sail in a cutter for Boulogne, from whence 
she returned in eight-and-forty hours with a tub 
full of those live animals, which being dressed 
according to art, her sister would not taste them, 
on pretence that her fit of longing was past : but 
then her inclinations took a different turn, and 
fixed themselves upon a curious implement be- 
longing to a lady of quality in the neighbourhood, 
which was reported to be a great curiosity : this 
was no other than a porcelain chamber-pot of 
admirable workmanship, contrived by the hon- 
ourable owner, who kept it for her own private 
use, and cherished it as a utensil of inestimable 
value. 

Mrs. Grizzle shuddered at the first hint she 
received of her sister's desire to possess this piece 
of furniture ; because she knew it was not to be 
purchased ; and the lady's character, which was 
none of the most amiable in point of humanity 
and condescension, forbad all hopes of borrowing 
it for a season: she therefore attempted to reason 
down this capricious appetite, as an extravagance 
of imagination which ought to be combated and 
repressed ; and Mrs. Pickle, to all appearance, 
was convinced and satisfied by her arguments 
and advice ; but, nevertheless, could make use of 
no other convenience, and was threatened witli 
a very dangerous suppression. J<.oused at the 
peril in which she supposed her to be, Mrs. 
Grizzle flew to the lady's house, and, having ob- 
tained a private audience, disclosed the melan- 
choly situation of her sister, and implored the 
benevolence of her ladyship, who, contrary to 
expectation, received her very graciously, and 
consented to indulge Mrs. Pickle's longing. Mr. 
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Fickle began to be out of humour at the expense 
* to which he was exposed by the caprice of his 
wife, who was herself alarmed at this last accident, 
and for the future kept her fancy within bounds ; 
insomuch, that without being subject to any more 
extraordinary trouble, Mrs. Grizzle reaped the 
long-wished fruits of her dearest expectation in 
the birth of a fine boy, whom her sister in a few 
months brought into the world. 

I shall omit the description of the rejoicings, 
which were infinite on this important occasion, 
and only observe that Mrs. Pickle*s mother and 
aunt stood godmothers, and the commodore 
assisted at the ceremony as godfather to the 
child, who was christened by the name of Pere- 
grine, in compliment to the memory of a deceased 
uncle.' While the mother was confined to her 
bed, and incapable of maintaining her own 
authority, Mrs. Grizzle took charge of the infant 
by a double claim, and superintended, with sur- 
prising vigilance, the nurse and midwife in all 
the particulai-s of their respective offices, which 
were performed by her express direction. But 
no sooner was Mrs. Pickle in a condition to re- 
asstmie the management of her own affairs, than 
she thought proper to alter certain regulations 
concerning the child, which had obtained in con- 
sequence of her sister's orders, directing, among 
other innovations, that the bandages with which 
the infant had been so neatly rolled up, like an 
£g3rptian mummy, should be loosened and laid 
aside, in order to rid nature of all restraint, and 
give the blood free scope to circulate ; and with 
her own hands she plunged him headlong every 
morning into a tub fuU of cold water. This 
operation seemed so barbarous to the tender- 
hearted Mrs. Grizzle, that she not only opposed 
it with all her eloquence, shedding abundance of 
tears over the sacrifice when it was made ; but 
took horse immediately, and departed for the 
habitation of an eminent country physician, whom 
she consulted in these words : ** Pray, doctor, is 
it not both dangerous and cruel to be the means 
of letting a poor tender infant perish, by sousing 
it in water as cold as ice?" — "Yes," replied the 
doctor, "downright murder, I affirm." — **I see 
you are a person of great learning and sagacity,*' 
said the other ; "and I must beg you will be so 
good as to signify your opinion in your own 
hand- writing." The doctor immediately com- 
plied with her request, and expressed himself upon 
a slip of paper to this purpose : — 

"These are to certify whom it may concern, that I 
firmly believe, and it is my unalterable opinion, that who- 
soever letteth an infant perish, by sousing it in cold water, 
even though the said water should not be so cold as ice, 
is^ in effect guilty of Che murder of the said infant, as 
witness my hand, *• Comfit Colocynth.'* 

Having obtained this certificate, for which the 
physician wa« handsomely acknowledged, she 
returned exulting, and hoping, with such author- 
ity, to overthrow all opposition. Accordingly, 
next morning, when her nephew was about to 
undergo his diurnal baptism, she produced the 
commission, whereby she conceived herself em- 
powered to overrule such inhuman proceedings. 
But she was disappointed in her expectation, 



confident as it was; not that Mrs. Pickle pre- 
tended to differ in opinion from Dr. Colocynth, 
'* for whose character and sentiments," said she, 
" I have such veneration, that I shall carefully 
observe the caution implied in this very certifi- 
cate, by which, far from condemning my method 
of practice, he only asserts that killing is murder; 
an asseveration, the truth of which, it is to be 
hoped, I shall never dispute." 

Mrs. Grizzle, who, sooth to say, had rather too 
superficially considered the clause by which she 
thought herself authorized, perused the paper 
with more accuracy, and was confounded at her 
own want of penetration. Yet, though she was 
confuted, she was by no means convinced that 
her objections to the cold bath were unreason- 
able ; on the contrary, after having bestowed 
sundry opprobrious epithets on the physician, for 
his want of knowledge and candour, she pro- 
tested in the most earnest and solemn manner 
against the pernicious practice of dipping the 
child — a piece of cruelty which, with God's 
assistance, she should never suffer to be infiicted 
on her own issue ; and washing her hands of the 
melancholy consequence that would certainly 
ensue, shut herself up in her closet to indulge 
her sorrow and vexation. She was deceived, 
however, in her prognostic. The boy, instead 
of declining in point of health, seemed to acquire 
fresh vigour from every plunge, as if he had been 
resolved to discredit the wisdom and foresight of 
his aunt, who in all probability could never for- 
give him for this want of reverence and respect. 
This conjecture is founded upon her behaviour 
to him in the sequel of his infancy, during which 
she was known to torture him more than once, 
when she had opportunities of thrusting pins into 
his flesh, without any danger of being detected. 
In a word, her affections were in a little time 
altogether alienated from this hope of her family, 
whom she abandoned to the conduct of bis 
mother, whose province it undoubtedly was to 
manage the nurture of her own child ; while she 
herself resumed her operations upon the commo- 
dore, whom she was resolved at any rate to 
captivate and enslave. And it must be owned 
that Mrs. Grizzle's knowledge of the human 
heart never shone so conspicuous as in the 
methods she pursued for the accomplishment of 
this important aim. 

Through the rough unpolished hulk that cased 
the soul of Trunnion, she could easily distinguish 
a large share of that vanity and self-conceit that 
generally predominate even in the most savage 
breast ; and to this she constantly appealed. In 
his presence she always exclaimed against the 
craft and dishonest dissimulation of the world, 
and never failed of uttering particular invectives 
against those arts of chicanery in which the 
lawyers are so conversant, to the prejudice and 
ruin of their fellow-creatures ; observing that, 
in a seafaring life, so far as she had opportunities 
of judging or being informed, there was nothing 
but friendship, sincerity, and a hearty contempt 
for everything that was mean or selfish. 

This kind of conversation, with the assistance 
of certain particular civilities, insensibly made an 
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impression on the mind of the commodore, and 
that the more effectual as his former preposses- 
sions were built upon very slender foundations. 
His antipathy to old maids, which he liad con- 
ceived upon hearsay, b^[an gradually to diminish 
when he found they were not quite such infernal 
animals as they had been represented ; and it 
was not long before he was heard to observe, 
at the club, that Pickle's sister had not so much 

of the core of b in her as he had imagined. 

This negative compliment, by the medium of her 
brother, soon reached the ears of Mrs. Grizzle, 
who, thus encouraged, redoubled all her ^rts and 
attention; so that, in less than three months 
after, he in the same place distinguished her with 
the epithet of a d d sensible jade. 

Hatchway, taking the alarm at this declaration, 
which he feared foreboded something fatal to his 
interest, told his commander, with a sneer, that 
she had sense enough to bring him to under her 
stem ; and he did not doubt but that such ait old 
crazy vessel would be the better for being taken 
in tow. "But howsomever," added this arch 
adviser, " I'd liave you take care of your upper- 
works ; for if once YOU are made fast to her poop, 
egad! she'll spank it away, and make every 
beam in your body crack with straining." 

Our she-projector's whole plan had like to 
have been ruined by the effect which this ma- 
licious hint had upon Trunnion, whose rage and 
suspicion being wakened at once, his colour 
changed from tawny to a cadaverous pale, and 
then shifting to a deep and dusky red, such as 
we sometimes observe in the sky when it is 
replete with thunder, he, after his usual pre- 
amble of unmeaning oaths, answered in these 

words:— "D ye, you jury-legg'd dog, you 

would give all the stowage in your hold to be as 
sound as I am ; and as for being taken in tow, 
d'ye see, I'm not so disabled but that I can lie 
my course, and perform my voyage without any 
assistance ; and, egad ! no man shall ever see 
Hawser Trunnion lagging astern in the wake of 
e'er a b in Christendom." 

Mrs. Grizzle, who every morning interrogated 
her brother with regard to the subject of his 
night's conversation with his friends, soon re- 
i ceived the unwelcome news of the commodore's 
aversion to matrimony ; and justly imputing the 
great^t part of his disgust to the satirical in- 
sinuations of Mr. Hatchway, resolved to level 
this obstruction to her success, and actually found 
means to interest him in her scheme. She had 
indeed, on some occasions, a particular knack at 
making converts, being probably not unacquaint- 
ed with that grand system of persuasion which is 
adopted by the greatest personages of the age, 
as fraught with maxims much more effectual 
than all the eloquence of Tully or Demosthenes, 
even when supported by the demonstrations of 
truth; besides, Mr. Hatchway's fidelity to his 
new ally was confirmed by his foreseeing, in his 
captain's marriage, an infinite fund of gratifica- 
tion for his own cynical disposition. Thus, 
therefore, converted and properly cautioned, he 

tor the future suppressed all the virulence of his 

Wit against the matrimonial state ; and as he 



knew not how to open his mouth in the positive 
praise of any person whatever, took all oppor- 
tunities of excepting Mrs. Grizzle, by name, from 
the censures he liberally bestowed upon the rest 
of her sex. " She is not a drunkard, like Nan 
Castick, of Deptford," he would say; **not a 
nincompoop, like Peg Simper, of Woolwich; 
not a brimstone, like Kate Koddle, of Chatham ; 
nor a shrew, like Nell Griffin, on the Point, 
Portsmouth " (ladies to whom, at different times, 
they had both paid their addresses) ; "but a 
tight, good-humoured, sensible wench, who 
knows very well how to box her compass ; weli- 
trimmed aloft and well-sheathed alow, with a 
good cargo under her hatches.'* The commo- 
dore at first imagined this commendation was 
ironical ; but, hearing it repeated again and 
again, was filled with astonishment at this sur- 
prising change in the lieutenant's behaviour; 
and, softer a long fit of musing, concluded that 
Hatchway himself harboured a matrimonial de- 
sign on the person of Mrs. Grizzle. 

Pleased with this conjecture, he rallied Jack 
in his turn, and one night toasted her health as 
a compliment to his passion — a ciroimstance 
which the lady learned next day by the usual 
canal of her intelligence ; and interpreting as 
the result of his own tenderness for her, she 
congratulated herself on the victory she had 
obtained; and thinking it unnecessary to con- 
tinue the reserve she had hitherto industriously 
affected, resolved from that day to sweeten her 
behaviour towards him with such a dash of 
affection as could not fail to persuade him that 
he had inspired her with a reciprocal flame. In 
consequence of this determination, he was in- 
vited to dinner, and while he stayed treated 
with such cloying proofs of her regard, that not 
only the rest of the company, but even Trunnion 
himself perceived her drift; and taking the 
alarm accordingly, could not help exclaiming, 
'* Oho ! I see how the land lies, and if I don't 

weather the point, I'll be d d." Having 

thus expressed himself to his afflicted inamorata, 
he made the best of his way to the garrison, in 
which he shut himself up for the space of ten 
days, and had no communication with his friends 
and domestics but by looks, which were most 
significantly picturesque. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Divers Stratagems are invented and .put in practice, in 
order to overcome the Obstinacy of Trunnion, who, 
at length, is teased and tortured into the Noose of 
Wedlock. 

This abrupt departure and unkind declaration 
affected Mrs. Grizzle so much, that she fell sick 
of sorrow and mortification ; and after havii^ 
confined herself to her bed for three days, sent 
for her brother, told him she perceived her end 
drawing near, and desired that a lawyer might 
be brought, in order to write her last will. Mr. 
Pickle, surprised at her demand, began to act 
the part of a comforter, assuring her that her 
distemper was not at all dangerous, and that he 
would instantly send for a physician, who would 
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convince her that she was in no manner of 
jeopardy; so that there was no occasion at 
present to employ any officious attorney in such 
a melancholy task. Indeed, this affectionate 
brother was of opinion that a will was altogether 
superfluous at any rate, as he himself was heir- 
at-law to his sister's whole veal and personal 
estate. But she insisted on his compliance with 
such determined obstinacy, that he could no 
longer resist her importunities ; and a scrivener 
arriving, she dictated and executed her will, in 
which she bequeathed to Commodore Trunnion 
one thousand pounds, to purchase a mourning 
ring, which she hoped he would wear as a 
pledge of her friendship and affection. Her 
brother, though he did not much relish this 
testimony of her love, nevertheless that same 
evening gave an account of this particular to 
Mr. Hatchway, who was also, as Mr. Pickle 
assured him, generously remembered by the 
testatrix. 

The lieutenant, fraught with this piece of 
intelligence, watched for an opportunity j and as 
soon as he perceived the commodore's features a 
little unbended from that ferocious contraction 
they had retained so long, ventured to inform 
him that Pickle's sister lay at the point of death, 
and that she had left him a thousand pounds in 
her will. This piece of news overwhelmed him 
with confusion ; and Mr. Hatchway, imputing 
his silence to remorse, resolved to take advantage 
of that favourable moment, and counselled him 
to go and visit the poor young woman, who was 
dying for love of him. But his admonition 
happened to be somewhat unseasonable ; for 
Trunnion no sooner heard him mention the cause 
of her disorder, than, his morosity recurring, he 
burst out into a violent 'fit of cursing, and forth- 
with betook himself again to his hammock, where 
he lay, uttering, in a low growling tone of voice, 
a repetition of oaths and imprecations, for the 
space of four-and-twenty hours, without ceasing. 
This was a delicious meal to the lieutenant, who, 
eager to enhance the pleasure of the entertain- 
ment, and at the same time conduce to the 
success of the cause he had espoused, invented a 
stratagem, the execution of which had all the 
effect he could desire. He prevailed on Pipes, 
who was devoted to his service, to get on the 
top of the chimney belonging to the commodore's 
chamber, at midnight, and lower down by a rope 
a bunch of stinking whitings, which being per- 
formed, he put a speaking-trumpet to his mouth, 
and hallooed down the vent, in a voice like 
thunder, " Trunnion I Trunnion ! turn out and 
be spliced, or lie still and be d ." 

This dreadful note, the terror of which was 
increased by the silence and darkness of the 
night, as well as the echo of the passage through 
which it was conveyed, no sooner reached the 
ears of the astonished commodore, than turning 
his eyes towards the place from whence this 
solemn address seemed to proceed, he beheld a 
glittering object that vanished in an instant. 
Jiist as his superstitious fear had improved the 
apparition into some supernatural messenger 
clothed in shining array, his opinion was con- 



firmed by a siadden explosion, which he took for 
thunder, though it was no other than the noise 
of a pistol fired down the chimney by the boat-' 
swain's mate, according to the instructions he 
had received ; and he had time enough to de* 
scend before he was in any danger of bein4* 
detected by his commander, who could not for a 
whole hour recollect himself from the amazement 
and consternation which had overpowered his 
faculties. 

At length, however, he got up, and rang his 
bell with great agitation. He repeated the 
summons more than once ; but no regard being 
paid to this alarm, his dread returned with 
double terror, a cold sweat bedewed his limbs, 
his knees knocked together, his hair bristled up, 
and the remains of his teeth were shattered to 
pieces in the convulsive vibrations of his jaws, . 

In the midst of this agony he made one 
desperate effort, and, bursting open the door of 
his apartment, bolted into Hatchway's chamber, 
which happened to be on the same floor. There 
he found the lieutenant in a counterfeit swoon, 
who pretended to wake from his trance in an 
ejaculation of ** Lord have mercy upon us!" 
and being questioned by the terrified commodore 
with regard to what had happened, assured him 
he had heard the same voice and clap of thunder 
by which Trunnion himself had been discom- 
posed. 

Pipes, whose turn it was to watch, concurred 
in giving evidence to the same purpose ; and 
the commodore not only o^vned that he had 
heard the voice, but likewise communicated his 
vision, with all the aggravation which his dis- 
turbed fancy suggested. 

A consultation immediately ensued, in which 
Mr. Hatchway very gravely observed that the 
finger of Heaven was plainly perceivable in those 
signals, and that it would be both sinful and 
foolish to disr^ard its commands, especially as 
the match proposed was, in all respects, more 
advantageous than any that one of his years and 
infirmities could reasonably expect ; declaring 
that for his own part he would not endanger his 
soul and body by living one day longer under 
the same roof with a man who despised the holy 
will of Heaven ; and Tom Pipes adhered to the 
same pious resolution. 

Trunnion's perseverance could not resist the 
number and diversity of consideratioBS that 
assaulted it ; he revolved in silence all the oppo- 
site motives that occurred to his reflection ; and 
after having been, to all appearance, bewildered 
in the labyrinth of his own thoughts, he wiped 
the sweat from his forehead, and, heaving a 
piteous groan, yielded to their remonstrances in 
these words: "Well, since it must be so, I 

think we must e'en grapple. But d my 

eyes ! 'tis a d d hard case that a fellow of 

my years should be compelled, d'ye see, to beat 
up to windward all the rest of my life, against 
the current of my own inclination." 

This important article being discussed, Mr. 
Hatchway set out in the morning to visit the 
despairing shepherdess, and was handsomely 
rewarded for the enlivening tidings with which 
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he blessed her ears. Sick as she was, she could 
not help laughing heartily at the contrivance, in 
consequence of which her swain's assent had 
been obtained, and gave the lieutenant ten 
guineas for Tom Pipes, in consideration of the 
part he acted in tlie farce. 

In the afternoon the commodore suffered him- 
self to be conveyed to her apartment, like a 
felon to execution, and was received by her in a 
languishing manner, and genteel deshabille, 
accompanied by her sister-in-law, who was, for 
very obvious reasons, extremely solicitous about 
her success. Though the lieutenant had tutored 
him touching his behaviour at this interview, he 
made a thousand wry faces before he could pro- 
nounce the simple salutation of ** How d'ye?" 
to his mistress ; and after his counsellor had 
urged him with twenty or thirty whispers, to 

each of which he had replied aloud, '* D 

your eyes, I won't," he got up, and halting 
towards the couch on which Mrs. Grizzle reclined 
in a state of strange expectation, he seized her 
hand and pressed it to his lips ; but this piece 
of gallantry he performed in such a reluctant, 
uncouth, indignant manner, that the nymph had 
need of all her resolution to endure the compli- 
ment without shrinking ; and he himself was so 
disconcerted at what he had done, that he 
instantly retired to the other end of the room, 
where he sat silent, and broiled with shame and 
vexation. 

Mrs. Pickle, like a sensible matron, quitted 
the place, on pretence of going to the nursery ; 
and Mr. Hatchway, taking the hint, recollected 
that he had left his tobacco-pouch in the parlour, 
whither he descended, leaving the two lovers to 
their mutual endearments. Never had the com- 
modore found himself in such a disagreeable 
dilemma before. He sat in an agony of sus- 
pense, as if he every moment dreaded the disso- 
lution of nature ; and the imploring sighs of his 
future bride added, if possible, to the pangs of 
his distress. Impatient of his situation, he rolled 
his eye around in quest of some relief, and, unable 

to contain himself, exclaimed, **D -n seize 

the fellow and his pouch too ! I believe he has 
sheered off, and left me here in the stays." 

Mrs. Grizzle, who could not help taking some 
notice of this manifestation of chagrin, lamented 
her unhappy fate in being so disagreeable to 
him, that he could not put up with her company 
for a few moments without repining ; and began 
in very tender terms to reproach liim with his 
inhumanity and indifference. To this expostu- 
lation he replied, "** Zounds! what would the 
woman have? Let the parson do his office 
when he wool : here I am ready to be reeved in 

the matrimonial block, d'ye see^ and d all 

nonsensical palaver," So saying, he retreated, 
leaving his mistress not at all disobliged at his 
plain dealing. That same evening the treaty of 
marriage was brought upon the carpet, and, by 
means of Mr. Pickle and the lieutenant, settled 
to the satisfaction of all parties, without the 
intervention of lawyers, whom Mr. Trunnion 
expressly excluded from all share in the business ; 
making that condition the indispensable pre- 



liminary of the whole agreement. Things being 
brought to this bearing, Mrs. Grizzle's heart 
dilated with joy ; her h^th, which, by the bye, 
was never dangerously impaired, she recovered 
as if by enchantment ; and, a day being fixed 
for the nuptials, employed the short period of 
her celibacy in choosing ornaments for the 
celebration of her entrance into the maiiied 
state. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Preparations arc made for the Commodore's Wedding, 
which is delayed by an Accident that hurried him 
the Lord knows whither. 

The fame of this extraordinary conjunction spread 
all over the county ; and, on the day appointed 
for their spousals, the church was surrounded by 
an inconceivable multitude. The commodore, to 
give a specimen of his gallantry, by the advice of 
his friend Hatchway, resolved to appear on horse- 
back on the grand occasion, at the head of all his 
male attendants, whom he had rigged with the 
white shirts and black caps formerly belonging 
to his barge's crew ; and he bought a couple of 
hunters for the accommodation of himself and his 
lieutenant. With this equipage, then, he set 
out from the garrison for the church, after having 
despatched a messenger to apprise the bride that 
he and his company were mounted. She got 
immediately into the coach, accompanied by her 
brother and his wife, and drove directly to the 
place of assignation, where several pews were 
demolished, and divers persons almost pressed 
to death, by the eagerness of the crowd that 
broke in to see the ceremony performed. Thus 
arrived at the altar, and the priest in attendance, 
they waited a whole half-hour for the commo- 
dore, at whose slowness they began to be under 
some apprehension, and accordingly dismissed a 
servant to quicken his pace. The valet having 
ridden something more than a mile, espied the 
whole troop disposed in a long field, crossing the 
road obliquely, and headed by the bridegroom 
and his friend Hatchway, who, finding himself 
hindered by a hedge from proceeding farther in 
the same direction, fired a pistol, and stood over 
to the other side, making an obtuse angle with 
the line of his former course ; and the rest of the 
squadron followed his example, keeping always 
in the rear of each other, like a flight of wild 
geese. 

Surprised at this strange method of journeying, 
the messenger came up, and told the commodore 
that his lady and her company expected him in 
the church, where they had tarried a considerable 
time, and were beginning to be very uneasy at his 
delay, and therefore desired he would proceed 
with more expedition. To this message Mr, 
Trunnion replied, "Hark ye, brother, don t you 
see we make all possible speed? go back, and 
tell those who sent you, that the wind has shifted 
since we weighed anchor, and that we are obliged 
to make very short trips in tacking, by reason of 
the narrowness of the channel ; and that as we 
lie within six points of the wind, they must make 
some allowance for variation and leeway."— 
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"Lord, sir!" said the valet, "what occasion 
have you to go zig-zag in that manner ? Do hut 
clap spurs to your horses, and ride straight for- 
ward, and I'll engage you shall be at the church- 
porch in less than a quarter of an hour." — "What ! 
right in the wind's eye?" answered the com- 
mander; "ahey! brother, where did you leam 
your navigation ? Hawser Trunnion is not to be 
taught at this time of day how to lie his course, 
or keep his own reckoning.- And as for you, 
brother, you best know the trim of your own 
frigate." 

Tlie courier, finding he had to do with people 
who would not be easily persuaded out of their 
own opinions, returned to the temple, and made 
a report of what he had seen and heard, to the 
no small consolation of the bride, who had begun 
to discover some signs of disquiet. Composed, 
however, by this piece of intelligence, she exerted 
her patience for the space of another half-hour, 
during which period, seeing no bridegroom 
arrive, she was exceedingly alarmed ; so that all 
the spectators could easily perceive her perturb- 
ation, which manifested itself in frequent palpi- 
tations, heart -heavings, and alterations of coun- 
tenance, in spite of the assistance of a smelling- 
bottle which she incessantly applied to her 
nostrils. 

Various were the conjectures of the company 
on this occasion : some imagined he had mis- 
taken the place of rendezvous, as he had never 
been at church since he first settled in that 
parish ; others believed he had met with some 
accident, in consequence of which his attendants 
had carried him back to his own house ; and a 
third set, in which the bride herself was thought 
to be comprehended, could not help suspecting 
that the commodore had changed his mind. But 
all these suppositions, ingenious as they were, 
happened to be wide of the true cause that 
detained him, which was no other than this : 
the commodore and his crew had, by dint of 
turning, almost weathered the parson's house 
that stood to windward of the church, when the 
notes of a pack of hounds unluckily reached the 
ears of the two hunters which Trunnion and the 
lieutenant bestrode. These fleet animals no 
sooner heard the enlivening sound, than, eager 
for the chase, they sprang away all of a sudden, 
and strained every nqrve to partake of the sport, 
flew across the fields with incredible speed, 
overleaped hedges and ditches, and everything 
in their way, without the least regard to their 
unfortunate riders. The lieutenant, whose steed 
had got the heels of the other, finding it would 
be great folly and presumption in him to pretend 
to keep the saddle with his wooden te, very 
wisely took the opportunity of throwing himself 
o(T in his passage through a field of rich clover, 
among which he lay at his ease ; and seeing his 
captain advancing at full gallop, hailed him with 
the salutation of "What cheer? ho!" The 
cdhimodore, who was in infinite distress, eyeing 
him askance as he passed, replied, with a filter- 
ing voice, " O, d you ! — you are safe at an 

anchor. I wish to God I were as fast moored." 

Nevertheless, conscious of his disabled heel. 



he would not venture to try the experiment 
which had succeeded so well with Hatchway, 
but resolved to stick as close as possible to his 
horse's back, until Providence should interp>ose 
in his behalf. With this view he dropped his 
whip, and with his right hand laid fast hold on 
the pommel, contracting every muscle in his 
body to secure himself in the seat, and grinning 
most formidably in consequence of this exertion. 
In this attitude he was hurried on a considerable 
way, when, all of a sudden his view was com- 
forted by a five-bar gate that appeared before 
him, as he never doubted that there the career of 
his hunter must necessarily end. But^ alas ! he 
reckoned without his host. Far from halting at 
this obstruction, the horse sprang over it with 
amazing agility, to the utter confusion and dis- 
order of his owner, who lost his hat and periwig 
in the leap, and now began to think, in good 
earnest, that he was actually mounted on the 
back of the devil. He recommended himself to 
God ; his reflection forsook him ; his eyesight 
and all his other senses failed ; he quitted the 
reins, and fastening by instinct on the mane, was 
in this condition conveyed into the midst of the 
sportsmen, who were astonished at the sight of 
such an apparition. Neither was their surprise 
to be wondered at, if we reflect on the figure 
that presented itself to their view. . The com- 
modore's person was at all times an object of 
admiration ; much more so on this occasion, 
when every singularity was aggravated by the 
circumstances of his dress and disaster. 

He had put on, in honour of his nuptials, his 
best coat of blue broad-cloth, cut by a tailor of 
Ramsgate, and trimmed with five dozen of brass 
buttons, large and small ; his breeches were of 
the same piece, fastened at the knees with large 
bunches of tape ; his waistcoat was of red plush 
lappelled with green velvet, and garnished with 
vellum holes ; his boots bore an infinite resem- 
blance, both in colour and shape, to a pair of 
leather buckets ; his shoulder was graced with a 
broad buff belt, from whence depended a huge 
hanger with a hilt like that of a backsword ; and 
on each side of his pommel appeared a rusty 
pistol rammed in a case covered with a bear- 
skin. The loss of his tie-periwig and laced hat, 
which were curiosities of the kind, did not at all 
contribute to the improvement of the picture, 
but, on the contrary, by exhibiting his bald 
pate, and the natural extension of his lantern 
jaws, added to the peculiarity and extravagance 
of the whole. 

Such a spectacle could not have failed of 
diverting the whole company from the chase, 
had his horse thought proper to pursue a differ- 
ent route ; but the beast was too keen a sporter 
to choose any other way than tliat which the stag 
followed ; and therefore, without stopping to 
gratify the curiosity of the spectators, he in a ' 
few minutes outstripped every hunter in the 
field. There being a deep hollow betwixt him | 
and the hounds, rather than ride round, about 
the length of a furlong, to a path tliat crossed ■ 
the lane, he transported himself at one jump, to 
the unspeakable astonishment and terror of a 
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waggoner who chanced to be underneath, and 
saw this phenomenon fly over his carriage. This 
was not the only adventure he achieved. The 
stag, having taken a deep river that lay in his 
way, every man directed his course to a bridge 
in the neighbourhood ; but our bridegroom's 
courser, despising all such conveniences, plunged 
into the stream without hesitation, and swam in 
a twinkling to the opposite shore. This sudden 
immersion into an element of which Trunnion 
was properly a native, in all probability helped 
to recruit the exhausted spirits of his rider, who 
at his landing on the other side gave some tokens 
of sensation, by hallooing aloud for assistance, 
which he could not possibly receive, because his 
horse still maintained the advantage he had 
gained, and would not allow himself to be over- 
taken. 

In short, after a long chase that lasted several 
hours, and extended to a dozen miles at least, he 
was the first in at the death of the deer, being 
seconded by the lieutenant's gelding, which, 
actuated by the same spirit, had, without a rider, 
followed his companion's example. 

Our bridegroom, finding himself at last brought 
up, or, in other words, at the end of his career, 
took the opportunity of this first pause, to desire 
the huntsmen would lend him a hand in dis- 
mounting; and was, by their condescension, 
safely placed on the grass, where he sat staring 
at the company as they came in, with such wild- 
ness of astonishment in his looks, as if he had 
been a creature of another species, dropped 
among them from the clouds. 

Before they had fleshed the hounds, however, 
he recollected himself; and, seeing one of the 
sportsmen take a small flask out of his pocket 
and apply it to his mouth, judged the cordial to 
be no other than neat Cogniac, which it really 
was; and expressing a desire of participation, 
was immediately accommodated with a moderate 
dose, which perfectly completed his recovery. 

By this time he and his two horses had en- 
grossed the attention of the whole crowd : while 
some admired the elegant proportion and un- 
common spirit of the two animals, the rest con- 
templated the surprising appearance of their 
master, whom before they had only seen en 
passant ; and at length, one of the gentlemen, 
accosting him very courteously, signified his 
wonder at seeing him in such an equipage, and 
asked if he had not dropped his companion by 
the way. ** Why look ye, brother," replied the 
commodore, ** mayhap you think me an odd sort 
of a fellow, seeing me in this trim, especially as 
I have lost part of my rigging ; but this here is 
the case, d'ye see : I weighed anchor from my 
own house this morning, at ten a.m. with fair 
weather, and a favourable breeze at south-south- 
east, being bound to the next church on the 
voyage of matrimony : but howsomever, we had 
not run down a quarter of a league, when the 
wind shifting, blowed directly in our teeth ; so 
that we were forced to tack all the way, d'ye see, 
and had almost beat up within sight of the port, 

when these sons-of-b s of horses, which I had 

bought but two days before (for my own part, I 



believe they are devils incarnate), luffed round 
in a trice, and then, refusing the helm, drove 
away like lightning with me and my lieutenant, 
who soon came to anchor in an exceeding good 
berth. As for my own part, I have been carried 
over rocks, and flats, and quicksands ; among 
which I have pitched away a special good tie- 
periwig, and an iron-bound hat ; and at last, 
thank God ! am got into smooth water and safe 
riding ; but if ever I venture my carcass upon 
such a hare'um scare'um blood -of-a-b— — again, 
my name is not Hawser Trunnion, d my 
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One of the company, struck with this name, 
which he had often heard, immediately laid hold 
on his declaration at the close of this singular 
account, and, observing that his horses were very 
vicious, asked how he intended to return. " As 
for that matter," replied Mr. Trunnion, "I am 
resolved to hire a sledge or waggon, or such a 

thing as a jackass ; for I'll be d d if ever I 

cross the back of a horse again." — ** And what 
do you propose to do with these creatures?" 
said the other, pointing to the hunters; "they 
seem to have some mettle ; but then they are 
mere colts, and will take the devil-and-all of 
breaking : methinks the hinder one is shoulder- 
slipped." — " D them, " cried the commodore, 

*'l wish both their necks were broke, thof the 
two cost me forty good yellow-boys." — " Forty 
guineas ! " exclaimed the stranger, who was a 
squire and a jockey, as well as owner of the pack, 
**Lord! Lord! how a man may be imposed 
upon ! Why, these cattle are clumsy enough to 
go to plough ; mind Avhat a flat counter ; do but 
observe how sharp this here one is in the withers ; . 
then he's fired in the further fetlock." In short, 
this connoisseur in horse-flesh, having discovered 
in them all the defects which can possibly be 
found in this species of animal, offered to give 
him ten guineas for the two, saying he would 
convert them into beasts of burden. The owner, 
who, after what had happened, was very well 
disposed to listen to anything that was said to 
their prejudice, implicitly believed the truth of 
the stranger's asseverations, discharged a furious 
volley of oaths against the rascal who had taken 
him in, -and forthwith struck a bargain with, 
the squire, who paid him instantly for his pur- 
chase ; in consequence of which he won the 
plate at the next Canterbury races. 

This affair being transacted to the mutual 
satisfaction of both parties, as well as to the 
general entertainment of the company, who 
laughed in their sleeves at the dexterity of their 
friend. Trunnion was set upon the squire's own 
horse, and led by his servant in the midst of this 
cavalcade, which proceeded to a neighbouring 
village, where they had bespoke dinner, and 
where our bridegroom found means to provide 
himself with another hat and wig. With regard 
to his marriage, he bore his disappointment 
with the temper of a philosopher; and the 
exercise he had undergone having quickened his 
appetite, sat down at table in the midst of his- 
new acquaintance, making a very hearty meal, 
and moistening every morsel with a draught 
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of the ale, which he found very much to his 
satisfaction. 



CHAPTER IX. 

He is found by the Lieutenant — Reconducted to his own 
House — Married to Mrs. Grizzle, who meets with a 
small Misfortune in the Night, and asserts her Pre- 
rogative next Morning, in consequence of which her 
Husband's Eye is endangered. 

Meanwhile Lieutenant Hatchway made shift 
to hobble to the church, where he informed the 
company of what had happened to the commo- 
dore : and the bride behaved with great decency 
on the occasion ; for, as she understood the 
danger to which her future husband was exposed, 
she fainted in the arms of her sister-in-law, to 
the surprise of all the spectators, who could not 
comprehend the cause of her disorder ; and when 
she was recovered by the application of smelling- 
bottles, earnestly begged that Mr. Hatchway and 
Tom Pipes would take her brother's coach, and 
go in quest of their commander. 

This task they readily undertook, being escorted 
by all the rest of his adherents on horseback ; 
while the bride and her friends were invited to 
the parson's house, and the ceremony deferred 
till another occasion. 

The lieutenant, steering his course as near the 
line of direction in which Trannion went off, as 
the coach-road would permit, got intelligence of 
his track from one farm-house to another ; for 
such an apparition could not fail of attracting 
particular notice ; and one of the horsemen hav- 
ing picked up his hat and wig in a by-path, the 
whole troop entered the village where he was 
lodged, about four o'clock in the afternoon. 
"When they understood he was safely housed at 
the George, they rode up to the door in a body, 
and expressed their satisfaction in three cheers ; 
which were returned by the company within, 
as soon as they were instructed in the nature of 
the salute by Trunnion, who, by this time, had 
entered into all the jollity of his new friends, 
and was indeed more than half-seas-over. The 
lieutenant was introduced to all present as his 
sworn brother, and had something tossed up for 
his dinner. Tom Pipes and the crew w^ere re- 
galed in another room ; and, a fresh pair of 
horses being put to the coach, about six in the 
evening the commodore, with all his attendants, 
departed for the garrison, after having shook 
hands with every individual in the house. 

Without any further accident, he was conveyed 
in safety to his own gate before nine, and com- 
mitted to the care of Pipes, who carried him 
instantly to his hammock, while the lieutenant 
was driven away to the place where the bride 
and her friends remained in great anxiety, which 
vanished when he assured them that his commo- 
dore was safe, being succeeded by abundance of 
mirth and pleasantry at the account he gave of 
Tnmnion's adventure. 

Another day was fixed for the nuptials ; and 
in order to balk the curiosity of idle people, 
which had given great offence, the parson was 
prevailed upon to perform the ceremony in the 



garrison, which all that day was adorned with 
flags and pendants displayed ; and at night 
illuminated, by the direction of Hatchway, who 
also ordered the patereroes to be fired, as soon 
as the marriage-knot was tied. Neither were 
the other parts of the entertainment neglected 
by this ingenious contriver, who produced un- 
deniable proofs of his elegance and art in the 
wedding-supper, which had been committed to 
his management and direction. This genial ban- 
quet was entirely composed of sea-dishes ; a huge 
pillaw, consisting of a large piece of beef sliced, 
a couple of fowls, and half a peck of rice, smoked 
in the middle of the board : a dish of hard fish, 
swimming in oil, appeared at each end ; the sides 
being furnished with a mess of that savouiy com- 
position known by the name of lob's-course, 
and a plate of salmagundy. The second course 
displayed a goose of a monstrous magnitude, 
flanked with two Guinea-hens, a pig barbacued, 
a hock of salt pork in the midst of a pease-pud- 
ding, a leg of mutton roasted, with potatoes, 
and another boiled, with yams. The third 
service was made up of a loin of fresh pork, 
with apple-sauce, a kid smothered with onions, 
and a terrapin baked in the shell ; and last of 
all, a prodigious sea-pie was presented, with an 
infinite volume of pancakes and fritters. That 
everything might be answerable to the magnifi- 
cence of this delicate feast, he had provided vast 
quantities of strong beer, flip, rumbo, and burnt 
brandy, with plenty of Barbadoes water for the 
ladies ; and hired all the fiddles within six miles, 
which, with the addition of a drum, bagpipe, 
and Welsh harp, regaled the guests with a most 
melodious concert. 

The company, who were not at all exceptious, 
seemed extremely well pleased with every par- 
ticular of the entertainment; and the evening 
being spent in the most social manner, the bride 
was by her sister conducted to her apartment, 
where, however, a trifling circumstance had like 
to have destroyed the harmony which had been 
hitherto maintained. 

I have already observed, that there was not 
one standing bed within the walls ; therefore the 
reader will not wonder that Mrs. Tinnnion was 
out of humour, when she found herself under the 
necessity of being confined with her spouse in a 
hammock, which, though enlarged with a double 
portion of canvas, and dilated with a yoke for 
the occasion, was at best but a disagreeable, not 
to say dangerous situation. She accordingly com- 
plained with some warmth of this inconvenience, 
which she imputed to disrespect ; and, at first, 
absolutely refused to put up with the expedient : 
but Mrs. Pickle soon brought her to reason and 
compliance, by observing that one night would 
soon be elapsed, and next day she might regulate 
her own economy. 

Thus persuaded, she ventured into the vehicle, 
and was visited by her husband in less than an 
hour, the company being departed to their own 
homes, and the garrison left to the command of 
his lieutenant and mate. But it seems the hooks 
that supported this swinging couch were not 
calculated for the addition of weight which they 
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were now destined to bear ; and therefore gave 
way in the middle of the night, to the no small 
terror of Mrs. Trunnion, who perceiving herself 
falling, screamed aloud, and by that exclamation 
brought Hatchway with a light into the chamber. 
Though she had received no injury by the fall, 
she was extremely discomposed and incensed at 
the accident, which she even openly ascribed to 
the obstinacy and whimsical oddity of the com- 
modore, in such petulant terms as evidently 
declared that she thought her great aim accom- 
plished, and her authority secured against all the 
shocks of fortune. Indeed her bedfellow seemed 
to be of the same opinion, by his tacit resigna- 
tion ; for he made no reply to her insinuations, 
but with a most vinegar aspect crawled out of 
his nest, and betook himself to rest in another 
apartment ; while his irritated spouse dismissed 
the lieutenant, and from the wreck of the ham- 
mock made an occasional bed for herself on the 
floor, fully determined to provide better accom- 
modation for the next night's lodging. 

Having no inclination to sleep, her thoughts, 
during the remaining part of the night, were 
engrossed by a scheme of reformation she was 
resolved to execute in the family ; and no sooner 
did the first lark bid salutation to the mom, 
than, starting from her humble couch, and hud- 
dling on her clothes, she sallied from her chamber, 
explored her way through paths before unknown, 
and in the course of her researches perceived a 
large bell, to which she made such effectual ap- 
plication as alarmed every soul in the family. 
In a moment she was surrounded by Hatchway, 
Pipes, and all the rest of the servants half- 
dressed ; but seeing none of the feminine gender 
appear, she began to storm at the sloth and 
laziness of the maids, who, she observed, ought 
to have been at work an hour at least before she 
called ; and then, for the first time, understood 
that no woman was permitted to sleep within 
the walls. 

She did not fail to exclaim against this regula- 
tion ; and being informed that the cook and 
cliambermaid lodged in a small office-house that 
stood without the gate, ordered the drawbridge 
to be let down, and in person beat up their 
quarters, commanding them forthwith to set 
about scouring the rooms, which had not been 
hitherto kept in a very decent condition, while 
two men were immediately employed to trans- 
port the bed on which she used to lie from her 
brother's house to her new habitation ; so that, 
in less than two hours, the whole economy -of 
the garrison was turned topsy-turvy, and every- 
thing involved in tumult and noise. Trunnion, 
being disturbed and distracted with the uproar, 
turned out in his shirt like a maniac, and, arming 
himself with a cudgel of crab-tree, made an 
irruption into his wife's apartment, where, per- 
ceiving a couple of carpenters at work in joining 
a bedstead, he, with many dreadful oaths and 
opprobrious invectives, ordered them to desist, 
swearing he would suffer no bulkheads nor hurri- 
cane-houses to stand where he was master : but 
finding his remonstrances disregarded by these 
mechanics, who believed him to be some mad- 



man belonging to the family, who had broken 
from his confinement, he assaulted them both 
with great fury and indignation, and was handled 
so roughly in the encounter, that in a very short 
time he measured his length on the floor, in 
consequence of a blow that he received from a 
hammer by which the sight of his remaining eye 
was grievously endangered. 

Having thus reduced him to a state of subjec- 
tion, they resolved to secure him with cords, 
and were actually busy in adjusting his fetters, 
when he was exempted from the disgrace by the 
accidental entrance of his spouse, who rescued 
him from the hands of his adversaries, and, in 
the midst of her condolence, imputed his misfor- 
tune to the inconsiderate roughness of his own 
disposition. 

He breathed nothing but revenge, and made 
some efforts to chastise the insolence of the 
workmen, who, as soon as they understood his 
quality, asked forgiveness for what they had done 
with great humility, protesting that they did not 
know he was master of the house. But, far 
from being satisfied with this apology, he groped 
about for the bell, the inflammation of his eye 
having utterly deprived him of sight ; and the 
rope being, by the precaution of the delinquents, 
conveyed out of his reach, began to storm with 
incredible vociferation, like a lion roaring in the 
toil, pouring forth innumerable oaths and execra- 
tions, and calling by name Hatchway and Pipes, 
who, being within hearing, obeyed the extraor- 
dinary summons, and were ordered to put the 
carpenters in irons, for having audaciously as- 
saulted him in his own house. 

His myrmidons, seeing he had been evil-treated, 
were exasperated at the insult he had suffered, 
which they considered as an affront upon the 
dignity of the garrison; the more so as the 
mutineers seemed to put themselves in a posture 
of defence and set their authority at defiance ; 
they therefore unsheathed their cutlasses, which 
they commonly wore as badges of their commis- 
sion; and a desperate engagement in all prob- 
ability would have ensued, had not the lady of 
the castle interposed, and prevented the effects 
of their animosity, by assuring the lieutenant that 
the commodore had been the aggressor, and tliat 
the workmen, finding themselves attacked in such 
an extraordinary manner, by a person whom they 
did not know, were obliged to act in their own 
defence, by which he had received that unlucky 
contusion. 

Mr. Hatchway no sooner learnt the sentiments 
of Mrs. Trunnion, than, sheathing his indigna- 
tion, he told the commodore he should always 
be ready to execute his lawful commands ; but 
that he could not in conscience be concerned in 
oppressing poor people who had been guilty of 
no offence. 

This unexpected declaration, together with the 
behaviour of his wife, who in his hearing desired 
the carpenters to resume their work, filled the 
breast of Trunnion with rage and mortification. 
He pulled off his woollen nightcap, pommelled 
his bare pate, beat the floor alternately with his 
feet, swore his people had betrayed him, and 
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cursed himself to the lowest pit of hell for having 
admitted such a cockatrice into his family. But 
all these exclamations did not avail ; they were 
among the last essays of his resistance to the will 
of his wife, whose influence among his adherents 
had already swallowed up his own, and who now 
peremptorily told him that he must leave the 
management of everything within-doors to her, 
who understood best what was for his honour 
and advantage. She then ordered a poultice to 
be prepared for his eye, which being applied, he 
was committed to the care of Pipes, by whom he 
was led about the house like a blind bear growl- 
ing for prey, while his industrious yoke-fellow 
executed every circumstance of the plan she had 
rojected ; so that when he recovered his vision 
e was an utter stranger in his own house. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Commodore being in some cases restive, his Lady 
has recourse to Artifice in the Establishment of her 
Throne — She exhibits Symptoms of Pregnancy, to the 
imspeakable joy of Trunmon, who, nevertheless, is 
balked in his expectation. 

These innovations were not effected without 
many loud objections on his part ; and divers 
curious dialogues passed between him and his 
yoke-fellow, who always came off victorious from 
the dispute ; insomuch, that his countenance grad- 
ually fell : he began to suppress, and at length 
entirely devoured, his chagrin; the terrors of 
superior authority were plainly perceivable in his 
features ; and in less than three months he be- 
came a thorough-paced husband. Not that his 
obstinacy was extinguished, though overcome. 
In some things he was as inflexible and mulish as 
ever ; but then he durst not kick so openly, and 
was reduced to the necessity of being passive in 
his resentments. Mrs. Trunnion, for example, pro- 
posed that a coach and six should be purchased, 
as she could not ride on horseback, and the 
chaise was a scandalous carriage for a person of 
her condition. The commodore, conscious of 
his own inferior capacity in point of reasoning, 
did not think proper to dispute the proposal, 
but lent a deaf ear to her repeated remonstrances, 
though they were enforced with every argument 
which she thought could soothe, terrify, shame, 
or decoy him into compliance. In vain did she 
urge the excess of affection she had for him as 
meriting some return of tenderness and con- 
descension: he was even proof against certain 
menacing hints she gave touching the resentment 
of a slighted woman ; and he stood out against 
all the considerations of dignity or disgrace like 
a bulwark of brass. Neither was he moved to 
any indecent or unkind expressions of contradic- 
tion, even when she upbraided him with his 
sordid disposition, and put him in mind of the 
fortune and honour he had acquired by his mar- 
riage, but seemed to retire within himself, like a 
tortoise when attacked, that shrinks within its 
shell, and silently endured the scourge of her re- 
proaches, Avithout seeming sensible of the smart. 
This, however, was the only point in which 
she had been baffled since her nuptials ; and as 



she could by no means digest the miscarriage, 
she tortured her invention for some new plan 
by which she might augment her influence and 
authority. What her genius refused was supplied 
by accident ; for she had not lived four months 
in the garrison, when she was seized with frequent 
qualms and retchings ; in a word, she congratulated 
herself on the symptoms of her own fertility ; and 
the commodore was transported with joy at the 
prospect of an heir of his own begetting. 

She knew this was the proper season for vin- 
dicating her own sovereignty, and accordingly 
employed the means which nature had put in her 
power. There was not a rare piece of furniture 
or apparel for which she did not long ; and one 
day, as she went to church, seeing Lady Stately *s 
equipage arrive, she suddenly fainted away. Her 
husband, whose vanity had never been so per- 
fectly gratified as with this promised harvest o 
his own sowing, took the alarm immediately ; 
and in order to prevent relapses of that kind, 
which might be attended with fatal consequences 
to his hope, gave her leave to bespeak a coach, 
horses, and liveries, to her own liking. Thus 
authoiized, she in a very little time exhibited 
such a specimen of her own taste and magnifi- 
cence as afforded speculation to the whole county, 
and made Trunnion's heart quake within him ; 
because he foresaw no limits to her extravagance, 
which also manifested itself in the most expensive 
preparations for her lying-in. A 

Her pride, which had hitherto regarded the 
representative of her father's house, seemed now 
to lose all that hereditary respect, and prompt 
her to outshine and undervalue the elder branch 
of her family. She behaved to Mrs. Pickle with 
a sort of civil reserve that implied a conscious 
superiority ; and an emulation in point of gran- 
deur immediately commenced between the two 
sisters. She every day communicated her im- 
portance to the whole parish, under pretence of 
taking the air in her coach, and endeavoured to 
extend her acquaintance among people of fashion. 
Nor was this an undertaking attended with great 
difficulty ; for all persons whatever capable of 
maintaining a certain appearance, will always 
And admission into what is called the best com- 
pany, and be rated in point of character accord^ 
ing to their own valuation, without subjecting 
their pretensions to the smallest doubt or ex- 
amination. In all her visits and parties she 
seized every opportunity of declaring her present 
condition, observing that she was forbid by her 
physicians to taste such a pickle, and that such 
a dish was poison to a woman in her way ; nay, 
where she was on a footing of familiarity, she 
affected to make wry faces, and complained that 
the young rc^e began to be very unruly, writh- 
ing herself into divers contortions, as if she had 
been grievously incommoded by the mettle of 
this future Trunnion. The husband himself did 
not behave with all the moderation that might 
have been expected. At the club he frequently 
mentioned this circumstance of his own vigour 
as a pretty successful feat to be performed by an 
old fellow of fifly-five, and confirmed the opinion 
of his strength by redoubled squeezes of the 
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landlord's hand, which never failed of extorting 
a satisfactory certificate of his might. When his 
<;ompanions drank to the Hans en kelder^ or Jack 
in the low cellar, he could not help displaying 
an extraordinary complacence of countenance, 
and signified his intention of sending the young 
dog to sea as soon as he should be able to carry 
a cartridge, in hopes of seeing him an officer 
before his own death. 

This hope helped to console him under the 
extraordinary expense to which he was exposed 
by the profusion of his wife, especially when he 
considered that his compliance with her prodi- 
gality would be limited to the expiration of the 
nine months, of which the best part was by this 
time elapsed : yet, in spite of all this philosophical 
resignation, her fancy sometimes soared to such a 
ridiculous and intolerable pitch of insolence and 
absurdity, that his temper forsook him, and he 
could not help wishing in secret that her pride 
might be confounded in the dissipation of her 
most flattering hopes, even though he himself 
should be a principal sufferer by the disappoint- 
ment. These, however, were no other than the 
suggestions of temporary disgusts, that commonly 
subsided as suddenly as they arose, and never 
gave the least disturbance to the person who 
inspired them, because he took care to conceal 
them carefully from her knowledge. 

Meanwhile she happily advanced in her reckon- 
ing, with the pronuse of a favourable issue : the 
term of her computation expired, and in the 
middle of the night she was visited by certain 
warnings that seemed to bespeak the approach 
of the critical moment. The commodore got up 
with great alacrity, and called the midwife, who 
had been several days in the house ; the gossips 
were immediately summoned and the most inter- 
esting expectations prevailed ; but the symptoms 
of labour gradually vanished, and as the matrons 
sagely observed, Uiis was no more than a false 
alarm. 

Two nights after they received a second inti- 
mation, and as she was sensibly diminished in 
the waist, everything was supposed to be in a 
fair way ; yet this visitation was not more con- 
clusive than the former ; her pains wore off in 
spite of all her endeavours to encourage them, 
and the good women betook themselves to their 
respective homes, in expectation of finding the 
third attack decisive, alluding to the well-known 
maxim, that ''number three is always fortunate." 
For once, however, this apophthegm failed ; the 
next call was altogether as ineffectual as the 
former ; and moreover, attended with a pheno- 
menon which to them was equally strange and 
inexplicable : this was no other than such a 
reduction in the size of Mrs. Trunnion as might 
have been expected after the birth of a full- 
grown child. Startled at such an unaccountable 
event, they sat in close divan ; and concluding 
that the case was in all respects unnatural and 
prodigious, desired that a messenger might be 
immediately despatched for some male prac- 
titioner in the art of midwifery. 

The commodore, without guessing the cause of 
their perplexityi ordered Pipes immediately on 



this piece of duty ; and in less than two hours 
they were assisted by the advice of a surgeon of 
the neighbourhood, who boldly affirmed that the 
patient had never been with child. This assever- 
ation was like a clap of thunder to Mr. Trunnion, 
who had been, during eight whole days and 
nights, in continual expectation of being hailed 
with the appellation of^father. 

After some recollection, he swore the surgeon 
was an ignorant fellow, and that he would not 
take his word for what he advanced, being com- 
forted and confirmed in his want of faitli by the 
insinuations of the midwife, who still persisted 
to feed Mrs. Trunnion with hopes of a speedy and 
safe delivery ; observing that she had been con- 
cerned in many a case of the same nature, where 
a fine child was found, even after all signs of the 
mother's pregnancy had disappeared. Every 
twig of hope, how slender soever it may.be, is 
eagerly caught hold on by people who find them- 
selves in danger of being disappointed. To 
every question proposed by her to the lady, with 
the preambles of "Han't you?" or "Don't 
you? an answer was made in the affirmative, 
whether agreeable to truth or not, because the 
respondent could not find in her heart to disown 
any symptom that might &vour the notion she 
had so long indulged. 

This experienced proficient in the obstetric art 
was therefore kept in close attendance for the 
space of three weeks, during which the patient 
had several returns of what she pleased herself 
with believing to be labour pains, till at length 
she and her nusband became the standing joke 
of the parish ; and this infatuated couple could 
scarce be prevailed upon to part with their 
hopes, even when she appeared as lank as a 
greyhound, and they were furnished with other 
unquestionable proofs of their having been 
deceived. But tney could not for ever remain 
under the influence of this sweet delusion, which 
at last faded away, and was succeeded by a 
paroxysm of shame and confusion, that kept the 
husband within-doors for the space of a whole 
fortnight, and confined his lady to her bed for a 
series of weeks, during which she suffered all the 
anguish of the most intense mortification ; yet 
even this was subdued by the lenient hand of time. 

The first respite from her chagrin was em- 
ployed in the strict discharge of what are called 
the duties of religion, which she performed with 
the most rancorous severity, setting on foot a 
persecution in her own family, that made the 
house too hot for all the menial servants, even 
ruffied the sdmost invincible indifference of Tom 
Pipes, harassed the commodore himself out of 
all patience, and spared no individual but Lieu- 
tenant Hatchway, whom she never ventured to 
disoblige. * — .« 

CHAPTER XI. 

Mrs. Trunnion erects a Tyranny in the Garrison, while 
her Husband conceives an affection for his^ Nephew 
Perry, who manifests a peculiarity of disposition even 
in hb tender years. 

Having exercised herself three months in such 
pious amusements, she appeared again in the 
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world ; but her misfortune had made such an 
impression on her mind, that she could not 
bear the sight of a child, and trembled whenever 
conversation happened to turn upon a christening. 
Her temper, which was naturally none of the 
sweetest, seemed to have imbibed a double pro- 
portion of souring from her disappointment ; of 
consequence, her company was not much coveted, 
and she found very few people disposed to treat 
her with those marks of consideration which she 
looked upon as her due. This neglect detached 
her from the society of an unmannerly world ; 
she concentrated the energy of all her talents in 
the government of her own house, which groaned 
accordingly under her arbitrary sway; and in 
the brandy-bottle found ample consolation for all 
the affliction she had undergone. 

As for the commodore, he in a little time 
weathered his disgrace, after having sustained 
many severe jokes from the lieutenant ; and now 
his chief aim being to be absent from his own 
house as much as possible, hefr equented the 
public-house more than ever, more assiduously 
cultivated the friendship of his brother-in-law, 
Mr. Pickle, and in the course of their intimacy 
conceived an affection for his nephew Perry, 
which did not end but with his life. Indeed it 
must be owned that Trunnion was not naturally 
deficient in the social passions of the soul, which 
though they were strangely warped, disguised, and 
overborne by the circumstance of his boisterous 
life and education, did not fail to manifest them- 
selves occasionally through the whole course of 
his behaviour. 

As all the hopes of propagating his own name 
had perished, and his relations lay under the 
interdiction of his hate, it is no wonder that 
through the familiarity and friendly intercourse 
subsisting between him and Mr. Gamaliel, he 
contracted a liking for the boy, who by this time 
entered the third year of his age, and was indeed 
a very handsome, healthy, and promising child ; 
and what seemed to ingratiate him still more 
with his uncle, was a certain oddity of disposi- 
tion, for which he had been remarkable even 
from his cradle. It is reported of him, that 
before the first year of his infancy was elapsed, 
he used very often, immediately after being 
'dressed, in the midst of the caresses which were 
bestowed upon him. by his mother, while she 
indulged herself in the contemplation of her own 
happiness, all of a sudden to alarm ber with a fit 
of shrieks and cries, which continued with great 
violence till he was stripped to the skin with the 
utmost expedition by^order of his affrighted 
parent, who thought V^ tender body was tor- 
tured by the misapplication of some unlucky 
pin ; and when he had given them all this dis- 
turbance and unnecessary trouble, he would lie 
sprawling and laughing in their faces, as if he 
ridiculed the impertinence of their concern. 
Nay, it is affirmed, that one day, when an old 
woman who attended in the nursery had by 
stealth donveyed a bottle of cordial waters to her 
mouth, he pulled his nurse by the sleeve, by a 
slight glance detected the theft, and tipped her 
the wink with a particular slyness of countenance. 



as if he had said, with a sneer, " Ay, ay, that is 
what you must all come to." But these instances 
of reflection in a babe nine months old are so 
incredible, that I look upon them as ex post facta 
observations, founded upon ims^nary recollec- 
tion, when he was in a more advanced age, and 
his peculiarities of temper became much more 
remarkible ; of a piece with the ingenious dis- 
coveries of those sagacious observers, who can 
discern something evidently characteristic in the 
features of any noted personage whose character 
they have previously heard explained. Yet, 
without pretending to specify at what period of 
his childhood this singularity first appeared, I 
can with great truth declare, that when he first 
attracted the notice and affection of his uncle, it 
was plainly perceivable. 

One would imagine he had marked out the 
commodore as a proper object of ridicule, for 
almost all his little childish satire was levelled 
against him. I will not deny that he might have 
been influenced in this particular by the example 
and instruction of Mr. Hatchway, who delighted 
in superintending the first essays of his genius. 
As the gout had taken up its residence in Mr. 
Trunnion's great toe, from whence it never re- 
moved, no not for a day, little Perry took great 
pleasure in treading by accident on this infirm 
member ; and when his uncle, incensed by the 
pain, used to damn him for a hell-begotten brat, 
he would appease him in a twinkling, by return- 
ing the curse with equal emphasis, and asking 
what was the matter with old Hannibal Tough? 
an appellation by which the lieutenant had 
taught him to distinguish this grim commander. 

Neither was this the only experiment he tried 
upon the patience of the commodore, with 
whose nose he used to take indecent freedoms, 
even while he was fondled on his knee. In 
one month he put him to the expense of two 
guineas in seal-skin ; by picking his pocket of 
divers tobacco-pouches, all of which he in secret 
committed to the 'flames. Nor did the caprice 
of his disposition abstain from the favourite 
beverage of Trunnion, who more than once swal- 
lowed a whole draught in which his brother's 
snuff-box had been emptied, before he perceived 
the disagreeable infusion ; and one day, when 
the commodore had chastised him by a gentle 
tap with his cane, he fell flat on the floor as if 
he had been deprived of all sense and motion, 
to the terror and amazement of the striker ; and 
after having filled the whole house with con- 
fusion and dismay, opened his eyes, and laughed 
heartily at the success of his own imposition. 

It would be an endless and perhaps no very 
agreeable task, to enumerate all the unlucky 
pranks he played upon his uncle and others, 
before he attained the fourth year of his age ; 
about which time he was sent, with an attendant, 
to a day-school in the neighbourhood, that (to 
use his good mother's own expression) he might 
be out of harm's way. Here, however, he made 
little progress, except in mischief, which he 
practised with impunitv, because the school- 
mistress would run no nsk of disobliging a lady 
of fortune, by exercising unnecessary severities 
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upon her only child. Nevertheless, Mrs. Pickle 
was not so blindly partial as to be pleased with 
such unseasonable indulgence. Perry was taken 
out of the hands of this courteous teacher, and com- 
mitted to the instruction of a pedagogue, who 
was ordered to administer such correction as 
the boy should in his opinion deserve. This 
authority he did not neglect to use ; his pupil 
was regularly flogged twice a day ; and, after 
having been subjected to this course of discipline 
for the space of eighteen months, declared the 
most obstinate, dull, and untoward genius that 
ever had fallen under his cultivation ; instead of 
being reformed, he seemed rather hardened and 
confirmed in his vicious inclinations, and was 
dead to all sense of fear as well as shame. 

His mother was extremely mortified at these 
symptoms of stupidity, which she considered as 
an inheritance derived from the spirit of his 
father, and consequently insurmountable by all 
the efforts of human care. But the commodore 
rejoiced over the ruggedness of his nature, and 
was particularly pleased when, upon inquiry, he 
found that Perry had beaten all the boys in the 
school ; a circumstance from which he prognos- 
ticated everything that was fair and fortimate in 
his future fate : observing, that at his age he 
himself was just such another. The boy, who 
was now turned of six, having profited so little 
under the birch of his unsparing governor, Mrs. 
Pickle was counselled to send him to a boarding- 
school not far from London, which was kept by 
a certain person very eminent for his successful 
method of education. This advice she the more 
readily embraced, because at that time she found 
herself pretty for gone with another child, that 
she hoped would console her for the disappoint- 
ment she had met with in the unpromising 
talents of Perry, or at any rate divide her con- 
cern, so as to enable her to endure the absence 
of either. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

Peregrine is sent to a Boarding-school— Becomes remark- 
able for his Genius and Ambition. 

The commodore, understanding her determin- 
ation, to which her husband did not venture to 
make the least objection, interested himself so 
much in behalf of his favourite, as to fit him out 
at his own charge, and accompany him in person 
to the place of his destination ; where he defrayed 
the expense of his entrance, and left him to the 

Particular care and inspection of the usher, who 
aving been recommended to him as a person of 
parts and integrity, received per advance a hand- 
some consideration for the task he undertook. 

Nothing could be better judged Uian this piece 
of liberality ; the assistant was actually a man of 
learning, probity, and good sense ; and though 
obliged by the scandalous administration of for- 
tune to act in the character of an inferior teacher, 
had, by his sole capacity and application, brought 
the school to that degree of reputation, which it 
never could have obtained from the talents of its 
superior. He had established an economy, which, 



though regular, was not at all severe, by enact* 
ing a body of laws suited to the age and compre- 
hension of every individual; and each trans- 
gressor was fairly tried by his peers, and punished 
according to the verdict of the jury. No boy . 
was scourged for want of apprehension, but a 
spirit of emulation was raised by well-timed 
praise and artful comparison, and maintained by 
adistribution of small prizes, which were adjudged 
to those who signalized themselves either by 
their industry, sobriety, or genius. 

This tutor, whose name was Jennings, b^[an 
with Perry according to his constant maxim, by 
examining the soil ; that is, studying his temper, 
in order to consult the bias of his disposition, 
which was strangely perverted by the absurd 
discipline he had undergone. He found him in 
a state of sullen insensibility, which the child had 
gradually contracted in a long course of stupefy- 
ing correction ; and at first he was not in the 
least actuated by that commendation which ani- 
mated the rest of his school-fellows ; nor was it 
in the power of reproach to excite his ambition, 
which had been buried, as it were, in the grave 
of disgrace ; the usher, therefore, had recourse to 
contemptuous neglect, with which he affected to 
treat this stubborn spirit ; foreseeing that if he 
retained any seeds of sentiment, this weather 
would infallibly raise them into vegetation ; his 
judgment was justified by the event ; the boy in 
a little time b^an to make observations ; he per- 
ceived the marks of distinction with which virtue 
was rewarded, grew ashamed of the despicable 
figure he himself made among his companions, 
who, far from courting, rather shunned his con- 
versation, and actually pined at his own want of 
importance. 

Mr. Jennings saw and rejoiced at his mortifi- 
cation, which he suffered to proceed as far as 
possible, without endangering his health. The 
child lost all relish for diversion, loathed his 
food, grew pensive, solitary, and was frequently 
found weeping by himself. These symptoms 
plainly evinced the recovery of his feelings, to 
which his governor thought it now high time to 
make application ; and therefore by little and 
little altered his behaviour from the indifference 
he had put on, to the appearance of more regard 
and attention. This produced a favourable 
change in the boy, whose eyes sparkled with sat- 
isfaction one day, when his master expressed 
himself, with a show of surprise, in these words t 
** So, Perry ! I find you don't want genius, when 
you think proper to use it." Such encomiums 
kindled the spirit of emulation in his little breast; 
he exerted himself with surprising alacrity, by 
which he soon acquitted himself of the imputa- 
tion of dulness, and obtained sundry hohorary 
silver pennies, as acknowledgments of his appli- 
cation ; his school-fellows now solicited his 
friendship as eagerly as they had avoided it be- 
fore ; and in less than a twelvemonth after his 
arrival, this supposed dunce was remarkable for 
the brightness of his parts ; having in that short 
period learnt to read English perfectly well, made 
great progress in writing, enabled himself to 
speak the French language without hesitation. 
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and acquired some knowledge in the rudiments 
of the Latin tongue. The usher did not fail to 
transmit an account of his proficiency to the 
commodore, who received it with transport, 
and forthwith communicated the happy tidings 
to the parents, 

Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, who was never subject 
to violent emotions, heard them with a sort of 
phlegmatic satisfaction, that scarce manifested 
itself either in his countenance or expressions ; 
nor did the child's mother break forth into that 
rapture and admiration which might have been 
expected, when she understood how much the 
talents of her first-born had exceeded the hope of 
her warmest imagination. Not but that she pro- 
fessed herself well pleased with Perry's reputation; 
though she obsei-ved that in these commendations 
the truth was always exaggerated by schoolmas- 
ters, for their own interest; and pretended to 

, wonder that the usher had not mingled more 
probability with his praise. Trunnion was 
offended at her indifference and want of faith ; 

' and believing that she refined too much in her 
discernment, swore that Jennings had declared 
the truth, and nothing but the truth ; for he him- 
self had prophesied, from the beginning, that the 
boy would turn out a credit to his family. But 
by this time Mrs. Pickle was blessed with a 
daughter, whom she had brought into the world 
about six months before the intelligence arrived ; 
so that her care and affection being otherwise 
engrossed, the praise of Perry was the less greedily 
devoured. The abatement of her fondness was 
an advantage to his education, which would have 

. been retarded, and perhaps ruined, by pernicious 
indulgence, and preposterous interposition, had 
her love considered him as an only child ; whereas 
her concern being now diverted to another object, 
that shared, at least, one-half of her affection, he 
was lefl to the management of his preceptor, who 
tutored him according to his own plan, without 
any let or interruption. Indeed all his sagacity 
and circumspection were but barely sufficient to 
keep the young gentleman in order ; for now that 
he had won the palm of victory from his rivals in 
point of scholarship, his ambition dilated, and he 
was seized with the desire of subjecting the whole 
school by the valour of his arm. Before he could 
bring his project to bear, innumerable battles 
were fought with various success ; every day a 

y bloody nose and complaint were presented against 

.him, and his own visage commonly bore some 
livid marks of obstinate contention. At length, 

, however, he accomplished his aim ; his adver- 
saries were subdued, his prowess acknowledged, 
and he obtained the laurel in war as well as in 

,wit. Thus triumphant, he was intoxicated with 
success : his pride rose in proportion to his 
power ; and, in spite of all the endeavours of 
Jennings, who practised every method he could 
invent for curbing his licentious conduct, without 
depressing his spirit, he contracted a large pro- 
portion oiinsolence, which a series of misfortunes 
that happened to him in the sequel could scarce 
effectually tame. Nevertheless there was a fund 
of good nature and generosity in his composition ; 
and though he established a tyranny among his 



comrades, the tranquillity of his reign was main- 
tained by the love rather than by the fear of his 
subjects. 

In the midst of all this enjoyment of empire, 
he never once violated that respectful awe "with 
which the usher had found means to inspire 
him ; but he by no means preserved the same 
regard for the principal master, an old illiterate 
German quack, who had formerly practised corn- 
cutting among the quality, and sold cosmetic 
washes to the ladies, together with teeth-powders, 
hair-dyeing liquors, prolific elixirs, and tinctures 
to sweeten the breath. These nostrums, recom- 
mended by the art of cringing, in which he was 
consummate, ingratiated him so much with 
people of ^hion, that he was enabled to set up 
school with five-and-twenty boys of the best 
families, whom he boarded on his own terms, 
and undertook to instruct in the French and 
Latin languages, so as to qualify them for xhe. 
colleges of Westminster and Eton. While this 
plan was in its infancy, he was so fortunate as 
to meet with Jennings, who, for the paltry con- 
sideration of thirty pounds a year, which his 
necessities compelled him to accept, took the 
whole trouble of educating the children upon 
himself, contrived an excellent system for that 
purpose, and, by his assiduity and knowledge, 
executed all the particulars to the entire satisfac- 
tion of those concerned, who, by the bye, never 
inquired into his qualifications, but suffered the 
other to enjoy the fruits of his labour and 
ingenuity. 

Over and above a large stock of avarice, 
ignorance, and vanity, this superior had certain 
ridiculous peculiarities in his person, such as a 
hunch upon his back, and distorted limbs, that 
seemed to attract the satirical notice of Pere- 
grine, who, young as he was, took offence at his 
want of reverence for his usher, over whom he 
sometimes chose opportunities of displaying his 
authority, that the ioys might not misplace their 
veneration. Mr. Keypstick, therefore, such as 
I have described him, incurred the contempt 
and displeasure of this enterprising pupil, who 
now being in the tenth year of his age, had 
capacity enough to give him abundance of vex- 
ation. He underwent many mortifying jokes 
from the invention of Pickle and his confeder- 
ates ; so that he began to entertain suspicion of 
Mr. Jennings, who he could not help thinking 
had been at the bottom of them all, and spirited 
up principles of rebellion in the school, with a 
view of making himself independent. Possessed 
with this chimera, which was void of all founda- 
tion, the German descended so low as to tamper 
in private with the boys, from whom he hoped 
to draw some very important discovery ; but he 
was disappointed in his expectations ; and this 
mean practice reaching the ears of his usher, he 
voluntarily resigned his employment. Finding 
interest to obtain holy orders in a little time 
after, he left the kingdom, hoping to find a 
settlement in some of our American plantations. 

The departure of Mr. Jennings produced a 
great revolution in the affairs of Keypstick, 
which declined from that moment, because he 
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had neither authority to enforce obedience, nor 
prudence to maintain otxier among his scholars : 
so that the school degenerated into anarchy and 
confusion, and he himself dwindled in the opinion 
of his employers, who looked upon him as super- 
annuated, and withdrew their children from liis 
tuition. 

Peregrine seeing this <lissolution of their 
society, and finding himself every day deprived 
of some companion, b^an to repine at his situ- 
ation, and resolved, if possible, to procure his 
release from the jurisdiction of the person whom 
he both detested and despised. With this view 
he went to work, and composed the following 
billet, addressed to the commodore, which was 
the first specimen of his composition in the 
epistolary way : — 

" Honoured and loving UNCLE,--Hoping you arc 
in good health, this serves to inform you, that Mr. Jen- 
nings is gone, and Mr. Keypstick will never meet with 
his fellow. ^ The school is already almost broke up, and 
the rest daily going away ; and I beg of you of all love 
to have me fetched away also, for I cannot bear to be any 
longer under one who is a perfect ignoramus, who scarce 
knows the declination of muta^ and is more fit to be a 
scarecrow than a schoolmaster ; hoping you will send for 
me soon, with my love to my auut, and my duty to my 
honoured parents, craving their blessing and yours. And 
this is all at present from, honoured uncle, your well- 
beloved and dutiful nephew and godson, and humble 
servant to command till death, " Pbrbgrinb Pickle." 

' Trunnion was overjoyed at the receipt of this 
letter, which he looked upon as one of the 
greatest efforts of human genius, and as such 
communicated the contents to his lady, whom 
he had disturbed for the purpose in the middle 
of her devotion, by sending a message to her 
closet, whither it was her custom very frequently 
to retire. She was out of humour at being 
interrupted, and therefore did not peruse this 
specimen of her nephew's understanding with all 
the relish that the commodore himself had en- 
joyed ; on the contrary, after sundry paralytical 
endeavours to speak (for her tongue sometimes 
refused its office), she observed that the boy was 
a pert jackanapes, and deserved to be severely 
chastised for treating his betters with such dis- 
respect. Her husband undertook his godson's 
defence, representing with gfreat warmth that he 
knew Keypstick to be a good-for-nothing pimp- 
ing old rascal, and that Perry showed a gieat 
deal of spirit and good sense in desiring to be 
taken from under his command ; he therefore 
declared that the boy should not live a week 

longer with such a shambling son of a b , 

and sanctioned this declaration with abundance 
of oaths. 

Mrs. Trunnion, composing her countenance 
into a look of religious demureness, rebuked him 
for his profane way of talking ; and asked, in a 
magisterial tone, if he intended never to lay aside 
that brutal behaviour. Irritated at this reproach, 
he answered, in terms of indignation, that he 
knew how to behave himself as well as e'er a 
woman that wore a head, bade her mind her 
own affairs, and with another repetition of oaths 
gave her to understand that he would be master 
in his own house. 
. The isi6inuation operated upon her spirits like 



friction upon a glass globe : her face gleamed 
with resentment, and every pore seemed to emit 
particles of flame. She replied with incredible 
fluency of the bitterest expressions : he retorted 
equal rage in broken hints and incoherent im- 
precations : she rejoined with redoubled fury ; 
and in conclusion he was fain to betake himself 
to flight, ejaculating curses agamst her; and 
muttering something concerning the brandy- 
bottle, which, however, he took care should 
never reach her ears. 

From his own house he went directly to visit 
Mrs. Pickle, to whom he imparted Peregrine's 
epistle, with many encomiums upon the boy's 
promising parts : and, finding his commendations 
but coolly received, desired she would permit him 
to take his godson under his own care. 

This lady, whose family was now increased by 
another son, who seemed to engross her care for 
the present, had not seen Perry during a course 
of four years, and, with regard to him, was per- 
fectly weaned of that infirmity known by the 
name of maternal fondness : she therefore con- 
sented to the commodore's request with great 
condescension, and a polite compliment to him 
on the concern he had all along manifested for 
the welfare of the child. 



CHAPTER Xni. 

The Commodore takes Pereg;rine under his own care — ^The 
Boy arrives at the Garrison — Is strangely received by 
his own Mother^Enters into a Confederacy with 
Hatchway and Pipes, and executes a couple of wag>- 
gish Enterprises upon his Aunt. .. 

Trunnion having obtained this permission, that 
very afternoon despatched the lieatenant in a 
post-chaise to Ke3T>stick's house, from whence in 
two days he returned with our young hero, who 
being now in the eleventh year of his age, had 
outgrown the expectation of all his family, and 
was remarkable for the beauty and elegance ot 
his person. His godfather was ti-ansported at 
his arrival, as if he had been actually the issue 
of his own loins : he shook him heartily by the 
hand, turned him round and round, surveyed him 
from top to bottom, bade Hatchway take notice 
how handsomely he was built ; and squeezed his 
hand again, saying, — ** D^ — ye, you dog, I 
suppose you don't value such an old crazy son of 

a b as me a rope's end. You have forgot 

how I was wont to dandle you on my knee, 
when you was a little urchin no bigger than a 
davit, and played a thousand tricks upon me, 
burning my 'bacco-pouches and poisoning my 
rumbo. O ! d ye, you can grin fast enough 
I see ; I warrant you have learnt more things 
than writing and the Latin lingo. " 

Even Tom Pipes expressed uncommon satis- 
faction on this joyful occasion ; and, coming up 
to Perry, thrust forth his fore paw, and accosted 
him Mrith the salutation of ** What cheer, my 
young master ? I am glad to see thee with all' 
my heart." These compliments being passed, 
his uncle halted to the door of his wife's chamber, 
at which he stood hallooing, ** Here's your kins- 
man Perry : belike you woa't come and bid him 
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welcome." — '*Lord ! Mr. Trunnion," said she, 
'*why will you continually harass me in this 
manner with your impertinent intrusion ?" — ** I 
harrow you !" replied the conunodore : ** *sblood ! 
I believe your upper works are damaged : I only 
came to inform you that here was your cousin, 
whom you have not seen these four long years ; 
and I'll be d— d if there is such another of his 
age within the king's dominions, d'ye see, either 
for make or mettle : he's a credit to the name, 

d'ye see : but, d my eyes, 1*11 say no more 

of the matter : if you come, you may ; if you 
won't, you may let it alone." — "Well, I won't 
come, then," answered his yoke-fellow, *'for I 
am at present more agreeably employed." — 
"Oho! you are. I believe so too,* cried the 
commodore, making wry faces and mimicking 
the action of dram-drinking. Then, addressing 
himself to Hatchway, "Prithee, Jack," said he, 
"go and try thy skill on that stubborn hulk : 
if anybody can bring her about, I know you 
wool." 

The lieutenant accordingly, taking his station 
at the door, conveyed his persuasion in these 
words: "What, won't you turn out and hail 
little Perry ? It will do your heart good to see 
such a handsome young dog ; I'm sure he is the 
very moral of you, and as like as if he had been 
spit out of your own mouth, as the saying is : do 
show a little respect for your kinsman, can't 
you ? " To this remonstrance, she replied, in a 
mild tone of voice, "Dear Mr. Hatchway, you 
are always teasing one in such a manner : sure I 
am, nobody can tax me with unkindness, or want 
of natural affection." So saying, she opened the 
door, and, advancing to the hall where her 
nephew stood, received him very graciously, and 
observed that he was the very image of her 
papa. 

In the afternoon he was conducted by the 
commodore to the house of his parents ; and, 
strange to tell, no sooner was he presented to 
his mother, than her countenance changed, she 
eyed him with tokens of affliction and surprise, 
and, bursting into tears, exclaimed her child was 
dead, and this was no other than an impostor 
whom they had brought to defraud her sorrow. 
Trunnion was confounded at this unaccountable 
passion, which had no other foundation than 
caprice and whim ; and Gamaliel himself was so 
disconcerted and unsettled in his own belief, 
which began to waver, that he knew not how to 
behave towards the boy, whom his godfather 
immediately carried back to the garrison, swear- 
ing all the way that Perry should never cross 
their threshold again with his good-will. Nay, 
so much was he incensed at this unnatural and 
absurd renunciation, that he refused to carry on 
any further correspondence with Pickle, untU he 
was appeased by his solicitations and submission, 
and Peregrine owned as his son and heir. But 
this acknowledgment was made without the 
privity of his wife, whose vicious aversion he was 
obliged, in appearance, to adopt Thus exiled 
from his father's house, the young gentleman was 
left entirely to the disposal of Uie commodore, 
whose affection for him daily increased, insomuch 



that he could scarcdy prevail upon himself to 
part with him, when his education absolutely 
required that he should be otherwise disposed of. 

In all probability, this extcaordinaTy attach- 
ment was, if not produced, at least riveted by 
that peculiar turn in Peregrine's imagination, 
which we have already observed ; and which, 
during his residence in the castle, appeared in 
sundry stratagems he practised upon his unde 
and aunt, under the auspices of Mr. Hatchway, 
who assisted him in the contrivance and execn* 
tion of all his schemes. Nor was Pipes exempted 
from a share in their undertakings ; for, being a 
trusty fellow, not without dexterity in some cases, 
and altogether resigned to their will, they found 
him a serviceable instrument for their purpose, 
and used him accordingly. 

The first sample of their art was exhibited 
upon Mrs. Trunnion. They terrified that good 
lady with strange noises when she retired to her 
devotion. Pipes was a natural genius in the 
composition of discords : he could imitate the 
sound produced by the winding of a jack, the 
filing of a saw, and the swinging of a malefactor 
hanging in chains ; he could counterfeit the 
braying of an ass, the screeching of a night-owl, 
the caterwauling of cats, the howling of a dog, 
the squeaking of a pig, the crowing of a cock ; 
and he had learned the war-whoop uttered by the 
Indians in North America. These talents were 
exerted successively, at different times and places, 
to the terror of Mrs. Trunnion, the discomposure 
of the commodore himself, and the consternation 
of all the servants in the castle. Peregrine, with 
a sheet over his clothes, sometimes tumbled 
before his aunt in the twilight, when her organs 
of vision were a little impaired by the cordial 
she had swallowed ; and the boatswain's mate 
taught him to shoe cats with walnut-shells, so 
that they made a most dreadful clattering in theu- 
nocturnal excursions. 

The mind of Mrs. Trunnion was not a little 
disturbed by these alarms, which, in her opinion, 
portended the death of some principal person m 
the family ; she redoubled her religious exercises, 
and fortified her spirits with fresh potations ; nay, 
she began to take notice that Mr. Trunnions 
constitution was very much broken, and seemed 
dissatisfied when people observed that they never 
saw him look better. Her frequent visits to me 
closet, where all her consolation was deposite<^ 
inspired the confederates with a device whictt 
had like to have been attended with tragw»i 
consequences. They found an opportunity to 
infuse jalap in one of her case-bottles ; and ^^^ 
took so largely of this medicine, that her consti- 
tution had well nigh sunk under the violence oi 
its effect. She suffered a succession oi fainting 
fits that reduced her to the brink of the ^y^^ 
spite of all the remedies that were admmister^ j 
by a physician, who was called in the b^inn'"8 I 
of her disorder. . ^ 

After having examined the symptoms, ^ 
declared that the patient had been poisoned wiw 
arsenic, and prescribed oily draughts and lu 
eating injections, to defend the coats pt i 
stomach and intestines from the veUicatins 
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particles of tlukt pernicious mineral ; at the same 
time hinting, witli a look of infinite sagacity, 
that it was not difficult to divine the whole 
inysteiy. He affected to deplore the poor lady, 
as if she was exposed to more attempts of the 
same nature ; thereby glancing obliquely at the 
innocent commodore, whom t£e officious son of 
./^sciilapius suspected as the author of this expedi- 
ent, to rid his hands of a yoke-fellow for whom 
he was well known to have no great devotion. 
This impertinent and malicious insinuation made 
some impression upon the bystanders, and fur- 
nished ample field for slander to asperse the 
morals of Trunnion, who was represented through 
the whole district as a monster of barbarity, 
Nay, the sufferer herself, though she behaved 
with great decency and prudence, could not help 
entertaining some small diffidence of her husband ; 
not that she imagined he had any design upon 
her life, but that he had been at pains to adul- 
terate the brandy with a view of detaching her 
from that favourite liquor. 

On this supposition, she resolved to act with 
more caution for the future, without setting on 
foot any inquiry about the affair ; while the 
commodore, imputing her indisposition to some 
natural cause, after the danger was past, never 
bestowed a thought upon the subject ; so that the 
perpetrators were quit of their fear, which, how- 
ever, had punished them so effectually, that they 
never would hazard any more jokes of the same 
nature. 

The shafts of their wit were now directed 
against the commander himself, whom they teased 
and terrified almost out of his senses. One day, 
while he was at dinner. Pipes came and told hira 
that there was a person below that wanted to 
speak with him immediately, about an affair of 
the greatest importance, that would admit of no 
delay ; upon which he ordered the stranger to be 
told that he was engaged, and that he must send 
up his name and business. To this demand he 
received for answer a message importing that the 
person's name was unknown to him, and his 
business of such a nature, that it could not be 
disclosed to any one but the commodore himself, 
whom he earnestly desired to see without loss of 
time. 

Trunnion, surprised at this importunity, got 
up with great reluctance, in the middle of his 
meal, and descending to a parlour where the 
stranger was, asked him, in a surly tone, what 

he wanted with him in such a d d*hurry, that 

he could not wait till he had made an end of his 
mess ? The other, not at all disconcerted at this 
rough address, advanced close up to him on his 
tiptoes, and, with a look of confidence and con- 
ceit, laying his mouth to one side of the commo- 
dore's head, whispered softly in his ear, "Sir, I 
am the attomev whom you wanted to converse 
with in private. — '* The attomey ? " cried Trun- 
nion, staring, and half-choked with choler. 
"Yes, sir, at your service," replied this retainer 
i to the law ; " and, if you please, the sooner we 
despatch the affair the better; for 'tis an old 
observation, that delay breeds danger." — "Truly, 
brother," said the commodore, who could no 



longer contaki himself, "I do eonfess that I am 
very much of your way of thinking, d'ye see ; and 
therefore you shall be de^atched in a trice. " So 
saying, he lifted up his walkii^-staff, which was 
something between a crutch and a cudgel, and 
discharged it with such energy on the seat of thd 
attorney's understanding, that if there had been 
anything but solid bone, the contents of his skull 
must have been evacuated. 

Fortified as he was by nature against all such 
assaults, he could not withstand the momentum 
of the blow, which in an instant laid him flat on 
the floor, deprived of all sense and motion ; and 
Trunnion hopped upstairs to dinner, applauding 
himself in ejaculations all the way for the venge- 
ance he had taken on such an impudent petti- 
fogging miscreant. 

The attorney no sooner awaked from his 
trance, into which he had been so unexpectedly 
lulled, than he cast his eyes around in quest of 
evidence, by which he might be enabled the 
more easily to prove the injury he had sustained ; 
but not a soul appearing, he made shift to get 
upon his legs again, and, with the blood trick- 
ling over his nose, followed one of the servants 
into the dining-room, resolved to come to an 
explanation with the assailant, and dther extort 
money from him by way of satisfaction, or pro- 
voke him to a second application before witnesses, 
With this view, he entered the room in a peal 
of clamour, to the amazement of all present, and 
the terror of Mrs. Trunnion, who shrieked at the 
appearance of such a spectacle ; and addressing 
himself to the commodore, " I'll tell you what, 
sir," said he ; "if there be law in England, I'll 
make you smart for this here assault. You think 
you have screened yourself from a prosecution by 
sending all your servants out of the way ; but 
that circumstance will appear upon trial to be a 
plain proof of the malice prepense with which 
the fact was committed ;; especially when C(y<» 
roborated by the evidence of this here letter, 
under your own hand, whereby I am desired to 
come to your own house to transact an affair of 
consequence. So saying, he produced the writing, 
and read the contents in these words : — 

"Mr. RpcBR Ravinb. 

" Sir,— Being in a manner prisoner in my OMm house, I 
desire you will give me a call precisely at three o'clock in 
the afternoon, and insist upon seeing myself, as I have an 
affair of great consequence, in which your particular 
advice is wanted by your humble servant, 

** Hawser Trunnion. '* 

The one-eyed commander, who had been 
satisfied with the chastisement he had already 
bestowed upon the plaintiff, hearing him re^d 
this audacious piece of forgery, which he con- 
sidered as the effect of his own villainy, started 
up from table, and seizing a huge turkey that 
lay in a dish before him, would have applied it, 
sauce and all, by way of poultice, to his wound, 
had he not been restrained by Hatchway, who 
laid fast hold on both his arms, and fixed him to 
his chair again, advising the attomey to sheer off 
with what he had got. Far from following this 
salutary counsel, he redoubled his threats, and 
set Trunnion at defiance, telling him he was not 
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SL man of true courage, although he had com« 
manded a ship of war, or else he would not have 
attacked any person in such a cowardly and 
clandestine manner. This provocation would 
have answered his purpose effectually, had not 
his adversary's indignation been repressed by the 
suggestions of the lieutenant, who desired his 
friend, in a whisper, to be easy, for he would 
take care to have the attorney tossed in a blanket 
for his presumption. This proposal, which he 
received with great approbation, pacified him 
in a moment : he wiped the sweat from his 
forehead, and his features relaxed into a grim 
smile. 

Hatchway disappeared ; and Ravine proceeded 
with great fluency of abuse, until he was inter- 
rupted by the arrival of Pipes, who, without any 
expostulation, led him out by the hand, and con- 
ducted him to the yard, where he was put into a 
carpet, and in a twinkling sent into the air by 
the strength and dexterity of five stout operators, 
whom the lieutenant had selected from the 
number of domestics for that singular spell of 
duty. 

In vain did the astonished vaulter beg, for the 
love of God, that they would take pity upon 
him, and put an end to his involuntary gambols : 
they were deaf to his prayers and protestations, 
even when he swore, in the most solemn manner, 
that if they would cease tormenting him, he 
would forget and forgive what was past, and 
depart in peace to his own habitation ; and con- 
tinued the game till they were fatigued with the 
exercise. 

Ravine being dismissed in a most melancholy 
plight, brought an action of assault and battery 
against the commodore, and subpoenaed all the 
servants as evidences in the cause ; but as none 
of them had seen what happened, he did not 
find his account in the prosecution, though he 
hunself examined all the witnesses, and, among 
otner questions, asked, whether they had not 
seen him come in like another man? and whether 
they had ever seen any other man in such a con- 
dition as that in which he had crawled off? But 
this last interrogation they were not obliged to 
answer, because it had reference to the second 
discipline he had undergone, in which they, and 
they only, were concerned ; and no person is 
bound to give testimony against himself. 

In short, the attorney was nonsuited, to the 
satisfaction of all who knew him, and found 
himself under the necessity of proving that he 
had received, in course of post, the letter which 
was declared in court a scandalous forgery, in 
order to prevent an indictment with which he 
Was threatened by the commodore, who little 
dreamt that the whole affair had been planned 
and executed by Peregrine and his associates. 

The next enterprise in which this triumvirate 
engaged, was a scheme to frighten Trunnion 
with an apparition, which they prepared and 
exhibited in this manner : to the hide of a large 
ox, Pipes fitted a leathern vizor of a most terrible 
appearance, stretched on the jaws cf a shark, 



which he had brought from sea, and accommo- 
dated with a couple of broad glasses instead of 
eyes. On the inside of these he placed two 
rushlights, and, with a composition of sulphur 
and saltpetre, made a pretty large fusee, Avhich 
he fixed between two rows of the teeth. This 
equipage being finished, he, one dark night 
chosen for the purpose, put it on, and, following 
the commodore into a long passage, in which he 
was preceded by Perry with a light in his hand, 
kindled his firework with a match, and began to 
bellow like a bull. The boy, as it was con- 
certed, looked behind him, screamed aloud, and 
dropped the light, which was extinguished in the 
fall ; when Trunnion, alarmed at his nephew's 
consternation, exclaimed, ** Zounds ! what's the 
matter?'* and turning about to see the cause of 
his dismay, beheld a hideous phantom vomiting 
blue fiame, which aggravated the horroi-s of its 
aspect. He was instantly seized with an agony 
of fear, which divested him of his reason : never- 
theless, he, as it were mechanically, raised his 
trusty supporter in his own defence, and, the 
apparition advancing towards him, aimed it at 
this dreadful annoyance with such a convulsive 
exertion of strength, that had not the blow 
chanced to light upon one of the horns, Mr. 
Pipes would have had no cause to value himself 
upon his invention. Misapplied as it was, he 
did not fail to stagger at the shock ; and, dread- 
ing another such salutation, closed with .the 
commodore, and having tripped up his heels, 
retreated with great expedition. 

It was then that Peregrine, pretending to 
recollect himself a little, ran, with all the marks 
of disturbance and affright, and called up the 
servants to the assistance of their master, whom 
they found in a cold sweat upon the floor, 
his features betokening hoiTor and confusion. 
Hatchway raised him up, and having comforted 
him with a cup of Nantz, began to inquire into 
the cause of his disorder : but he could not ex- 
tract one word of answer from his friend, who, 
after a considerable pause, duiing which he 
seemed to be wrapt in profound contemplation, 
pronounced aloud, **By the Lord! Jaclc, yow 
may say what you wool ; but I'll be d — ;-d if 
it was not Davy Jones himself. I know him by 
his saucer eyes, his three rows of teeth, his horns 
and tail, and the blue smoke that came out of 
his nostrils. What does the blackguard helU 
baby want with me? I'm sure I never committed 
murder, exCept in the way of my profession, nor 
wronged any man whatsomever since I fi"^' 
went to sea." This same Davy Jones,' according 
to the mythology of sailoi-s, is the fiend that 
presides over all the evil spirits of the deep, and 
is often seen in various shapes, perching among 
the rigging on the eve of hurricanes, shipwrecks, 
and other disasters, to which a seafaring life is 
exposed ; warning the devoted wretch of death 
and woe. No wonder then that Trunnion was 
disturbed by a supposed visit of i-'ais ^^"^j?! 
which, in his opinion, foreboded some dreadful 
calamity. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

H c is also, by their d«svice, engaged in an Adventure with 
the Exciseman, who does not find his Account in his 
own Drollery. 

Howsoever preposterous and unaccountable 
that passion may be which prompts persons, 
otlierwise generous and sympathizing, to afflict 
and perplex their fellow-creatures, certain it is, 
our confederates entertained such a large pro- 
portion of it, that not satisfied with the pranks 
ihey had already played, they still perseputed 
the commodore without ceasing. In the course 
of his own history, the particulars of which he 
delighted to recount, he had often rehearsed an 
adventure of deer-stealing, in which, during the 
unthinking impetuosity of his youth, he had 
been unfortunately concerned. Far from suc- 
ceeding in that achievement, he and his associ- 
ates had, it seems, been made prisoners, after 
an obstinate engagement with the keepers, and 
carried before a neighbouring justice of the 
peace, who used Trunnion with great indignity, 
and with his companions committed him to jail. 
His own relations, and in particular an uncle 
on whom he chiefly depended, treated him 
during his confinement with great rigour and 
inhumanity, and absolutely refused to interpose 
his influence in his behalf, unless he would sign 
a writing, obliging himself to go to sea within 
thirty days after his release, under the penalty 
of being proceeded against as a felon. The 
alternative was, either to undergo this voluntary 
exile, or remain in prison disowned and deserted 
by everybody, and, after all, suffer an ignomini- 
ous trial, that might end in a sentence of trans- 
portation for life. He therefore, without much 
hesitation, embraced the proposal of his kinsman, 
and, as he observed, was, in less than a month 
after his discharge, turned adrift to the mercy of 
the wind and waves. 

Since that period he had never maintained 
any correspondence with his relations, all of 
whom had concurred in sending him off; nor 
would he ever pay the least r^ard to the humil- 
iations and supplications of some among them, 
who had prostrated themselves before him, on 
the advancement of his fortune : but he retained 
a most inveterate resentment against his uncle, 
who was still in being, though extremely old 
and infirm, and frequently mentioned his name 
ivith all the bitterness of revenge. 

Perry being perfectly well acquainted with the 
particulars of this story, which he had heard so 
often repeated, proposed to Hatchway that a 
person should be hired to introduce himself to 
the commodore, with a supposititious letter of 
recommendation from this detested kinsman ; an 
imposition that, in all likelihood, would afford 
abundance of diversion. 

I The lieutenant relished the scheme ; and 
joung Pickle having composed an epistle for the 
•occasion, the exciseman of the parish, a fellow 
jjOf great impudence and some humour, in whom 
•Hatchway could confide, undertook to transcribe 
;tod deliver it with his own hand, and also per- 
;«oiiate the man in whose favour it was feigned to 



be written. He, accordingly, one morning ar- 
rived on horseback at the garrison, two hours at 
least before Trunnion used to get up, and gave 
Pipes, who admitted him, to understand, that he 
had a letter from his master, which he was 
ordered to deliver to none but the commodore 
himself. This message was no sooner communi- 
cated, than the indignant chief (who had been 
waked for the purpose) began to curse the mes- 
senger for breaking his rest, and swore he would 
not budge till his usual time of turning out. This 
resolution being conveyed to the stranger, he 
desired the carrier to go back and tell him, he 
had such joyful tidings to impart, that he was 
sure the commodore would think himself amply 
rewarded for his trouble, even if he had been 
raised from the grave to receive them. 

This assurance, flattering as it was, would not 
have been powerful enough to persuade him, 
had it not been assisted with the exhortations of 
his spouse, which never failed to influence his 
conduct. He therefore crept out of bed, though 
not without great repugnance ; and wrapping 
himself in his morning gown, was supported 
dowQ-stairs, rubbing his eye, yawning fearfully, 
and grumbling all the way. As soon as he 
popped his head into the parlour, the supposed 
stranger made divei-s awkward bows, and with a 
grinning aspect accosted him in these words : 
" Your most humble servant, most noble com- 
modore ! I hope you are in good health ; you 
look pure and hearty ; and if it was not for that 
misfortune of your eye, one would not desire to 
see a more pleasant countenance in a summer's 
day. Sure as I am a living soul, one would take 
you to be on this side of threescore. Lord help 
us, I should have known you to be a Trunnion, 
if I had met with you in the midst of Salisbury 
Plain, as the saying is.'* 

The commodore, who was not at all in the 
humour of relishing such an impertinent pre- 
amble, interrupted him in this place, saying, 
with a peevish accent, "Pshaw! pshaw! brother, 
there's no occasion to bowse out so much un- 
necessary gum ; if you can't bring your discourse 
to bear on the right subject, you had much 
better clap a stopper on your tongue, and bring 
yourself up, d'ye see ; I was told you had some- 
thing to deliver." — "Deliver ! " cried the waggish 
impostor, ** odds heart ! I have got something 
for you that will make your very entrails rejoice 
within your body. Here's a letter from a dear 
and worthy friend of yours. Take, read it, and 
be happy. Blessings on his old heart ! one 
would think he had renewed his age, like the 
eagle's." Trunnion's expectation being thus 
raised, he called for his spectacles, adjusted them 
to his eye, took the letter, and being curious to 
know the subscription, no sooner perceived his 
uncle's name, then he started back, his lip 
quivered, and he began to shake in everv limb 
with resentment and surprise ; nevertheless, 
eager to know the subject of an epistle from a 
person who had never before troubled him with 
any sort of address, he endeavoured to recollect 
himself, and perused the contents, which were 
these : — 
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*^ LaviNO NBrHEV,"^! doubt Bot but you mrill be re- 
joic^ to hear of my welfare ; and w«U you may, consider- 
ing what a kind uncle I have been to you in the days of 
your youth, and how little you deserved any such thing ; 
for you was always a graceless young man, given to wicked 
courses and bad company, whereby you would have come 
to a shameful end, had it not been for my care in sending 
you out of mischiefs way. But this is not the cause of 
my present writing. The bearer, Mr. Timothy Trickle, is 
a distant relation of yours, being the son of the cousin of 
your aunt Margery, and is not over and above well as to 
worldly matters. He thinks of going to London, to sec 
for some post in the excise or customs, if so be that you 
will reqotnmend him to some great man of your acquamt- 
ance, and give him a small matter to keep him till he is 
provided. I doubt not, nephew, but you will be glad to 
serve him, if it was no more but for the respect you bear 
to me, who am, — Loving nephew, your affectionate uncle, 
and servant to command, " Iobiah Trunnion." 

It would be a difficult task for the inimitable 
Hogarth himself to exhibit the ludicrous expres- 
sion of the commodore's countenance, while he 
read this letter. It was not a stare of astonish- 
ment, a convulsion of rage, or a ghastly grin of 
t^venge ; but an association of all three, that 
took possession of his features. At length, he 
hawked up, with incredible straining, the inter- 
jection, ** Ah ! " that seemed to have stuck some 
time in his windpipe ; and thus gave vent to his 
indignation : ** Have I come alongside of you at 
last, you old stinking curmudgeon? You lie, 
you lousy hulk ! ye lie ! you did all in your 
power to founder me when I was a stripling; 
and as for being graceless and wicked, sfhd 

keeping bad company, you tell a d d lie 

again, you thief ! there was not a more peaceable 
lad in the county, and I kept no bad company 
but your own, d'ye see. Therefore, you Trickle, 
or what's your name, tell the old rascal that sent 
you hither, that I spit in his face, and call him 
horse ; that I tear his letter into rags, so ; and 
that I trample upon it as I would upon his own 
villainous carcase, d'ye see." So saying, he 
danced in a sort of frenzy upon the fragments of 
the paper, which he had scattered about the room, 
to the inexpressible satisfaction of the triumvirate, 
who beheld the scene. 

The exciseman having got between him and 
the door, which was left open for his escape, in 
case of necessity, affected great confusion and 
surprise at his behaviour, saying, with an air of 
mortification, " Lord be merciful unto me ! is 
Ifcis the way you treat your own relations, and 
the recommendation of your best friend? Surely 
all gratitude and virtue has left this sinful world ! 
What will cousin Tim, and Dick, and Tom, and 
good mother Pipkin ; and her daughters cousin 
Sue, and Prue, and Peg, with all the rest of our 
kinsfolks, say, when they hear of this unconscion- 
able reception that I have met with ? Consider, 
sir, that ingratitude is worse than the sin of 
witchcraft, as the Apostle wisely observes ; and 
and do not send nie away with such unchristian 
usage, which will lay a heavy load of guilt upon 
your poor miserable soul," — " What, you are on 
a cruise for a post, brother Trickle, an't ye ? " 
said Trunnion, interrupting him ; ** we shall find 
a post for you in a trice, my boy. Here, Pipes, 

take this saucy son of a b and belay him to 

the whipping-post in the yard. I'll teach you to 



rouse me in the morning; with such impertinent 
messages." 

Pipes, who wanted to carry the joke ferther 
than the exciseman dreamt of, laid hold of him 
in a twinkling, and executed the orders of his 
commander, notwithstanding all his nods, wink- 
ing, and significant gestures, which the boat- 
swain's mate would by no means imderstand; 
so that he began to repent of the part he acted 
in this performance, which was like to end so 
tragically ; and stood fastened to the stake, in a 
very disagreeable state of suspense ; casting 
many a rueful look over his left shoulder, while 
Pipes was Absent in quest of a cat-o'-nine-tails, 
in e3q>ectation of being relieved by the interposi- 
tion of the lieutenant, who did not, however, 
appear. Tom, returning with the instrument of 
correction, undressed the delinquait in a trice, 
and whispering in his ear, that he was very 
sorry for being employed in such an office, but 
durst not for his soul disobey the orders of his 
commander, flourished the scourge about his 
head, and with admirable dexterity made such a 
smarting application to the offender's back and 
shoulders, that the distracted ganger performed 
sundry new cuts with his feet, and bellowed 
hideously with pain, to the infinite satisfaction 
of the spectators. At length, when he was 
almost flayed from his rump to the nape of his 
neck, Hatchway, who had purposely absented 
himself hitherto, appeared in the yard, and 
interposing in his behalf, prevailed upon Ti-unnion 
to call off the executioner, and ordered the male- 
factor to be released. 

* The exciseman, mad with the catastrophe he 
had undergone, threatened to be revenged upon 
his employers, b^ making a candid confession of 
the whole plot ; but the lieutenant giving him 
to understand, that in so doing, he would bring 
upon himself a prosecution for fraud, forgery, 
and imposture, he was fain to put up with lis 
loss ; and sneaked out of the garrison, attended 
with a volley of curses discharged upon him by 
the commodore, who was exceedingly irritated 
by the disturbance and disappointment he had 
undergone. 



CHAPTER XV. 

The Commodore detects the Machinations of the Con- 
spirators, and hires a Tutor for Peregrine, whom he 
settles at Winchester School. 

This was not the least affliction he had suffered 
from the unwearied endeavours and unexhausted 
invention of his tormentors, who harassed him 
with such a variety of mischievous pranks, that 
he began to think all the devils in hell had 
conspired against his peace ; and accordingly 
became very serious and contemplative on the 
subject. 

In the course of his meditations, when he 
recollected and compared the circumstances ol 
every mortification to which he had been lately 
exposed, he could not help suspecting that some 
of them must have been contrived to vex him 3 
and, as he was not ignorant of his lieutenant's 
disposition, nor unacquainted with the talents oi 
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Per^rine, he resolved to observe them both for 
the future with the utmost care and circumspec- 
tion* This resolution, aided by the incautious 
conduct (^the Gonspiratois, wbcnn, by this time, 
success had rendered heedless and indiscreet, 
was attended with the desired effect. He in a 
little time, detected. Perry in a new plot ; and 
by dint of a little ehastisement, and a great 
many threats, extorted fiom him a confession of 
all the contrivancQS m wluch he had been con- 
cerned. The commodore was thunderstruck at 
tlie discovery, and so siuich incensed against 
Hatchway for the pact he had acted in the 
whole, that he dielibmted with himself, whether 
he should demand satdsfisiction with sword and 
pistol, or dismiss him fiom the garrison, and 
renounce all fidencbhtp with him at once. But 
he had been so long accustomed to Jack's com- 
pany, that he could not live without him \ and 
upon more cool reflbction, perceiving that what 
he had done was rather the effect of wantonness 
than malice, which he himself would have 
laughed to see take place upon. any other person, 
he determined to devour his cluigrin, and ex- 
tended his forgiveness even ta Pipes, whom, in 
the first sally of his passion, he haA looked upon 
in a more criminal lig^ than' that of a simple 
mutineer. This determination was seconded by 
another, which he thought absolutely necessary 
for his own repose^ and in wiidi his own interest, 
and that of his nephew, conccn'red, 

Pcr^rine, who was now turned of twelve,* 
had made such advances under the instruction <^ 
Jennings, that he often deputed upon grammar, 
and was sometimes thought to have the better 
in his contests, with the parish«-priest, who, not- 
withstanding this acknowledged superiority of 
his antagonist, did great justice to his genius^ 
which he assured Mr. Trunnion would be lost 
for want of cultivalion, if the boy was not im- 
mediately sent to prosecute his studies at some 
proper seminary of learning. 

This maxim had been more dim once incul- 
cated upon the commodore by Mrs. Tninnion, 
who^ over and above the deference she paid to 
the parson's opinion, had a reason of her own 
for wishing to see the house dear of Peregrkie, 
at whose prying disposition she b^^an to be 
very uneasy. Induced by dtese motives, which 
were joined by the solicitation of the youth him- 
self, who ardently longed to see a little more of 
the world, his uncle determined to send him 
forthwith to Winchester, under the immediate 
care and inspection of a governor, to whom he 
allowed a very handsome appointment for that 
purpose. This gentleman, whose name was 
Mr. Jacob Jolt^r, had been schooi-lellow with 
the parson of the parish, who recommended 
him to Mis. Tninnion as a person. of great worth 
and learning, in every respect quaii&ed for the 
office of a. tutor. He likewise added, by way 
of eulogium, that he was«a man. of exemplary: 
piety, and .porticuteiiy zeslooa> for. the honour of 
the church, of which he was- a member, having- 
been many years in holy- onders^ though he did 
not then exesoise.any fiinction of the priesthood. 
Indeed, Miv Jolter's zesd was so exxxeediagly 



fervent, as, on some oceasaons, to get the befttit- 
vA his discretion ; for, being a hi^ churchman 
and of consequence a malcontent, his resentment 
was habituated into an insurmountable prejudice 
agginst the present disposition of affairs, which, 
by confounding the nation with the ministry, 
sometimes led him into erroneous, not to say 
absurd calculations ; otherwise, a man of good 
morals, well versed in mathematics and school 
divinity, studies which had not at all contributed 
to sweeten and unbend the natural sourness and 
severity of his complexion. 

This gentleman being destined to the charge 
of superintending Perry's education, everything 
was prepared m their departure; and Tom 
Pipes, in consequence of his own petition, put 
into livery, and appointed footman to the young 
squire. But, before they set out, the commodore 
paid the compliment of comnmnicating hisdesign 
to Mr. Pickle, who approved of the plan, though 
he durst not venture to see the boy ; so much 
was he intimidated by the remonstrances of his 
wife, whose aversion to her first-bom' became 
every day more inveterate and unaccountable. 
This uimatural caprice seemed to be supported 
by a consideration which, one would imagine, 
might have ruther vanquished her disgust. Her 
second son Gam, who was now in- the fourth 
year of his age, had been rickety from the cradle, 
and as remarkably unpromising in appearance as 
Perry was agreeable in his persoiu As the 
deformity increased, the mother's fondness was 
augmented, uid the virulence of her hate against 
the other son seemed to prevail in the same 
proportion. 

Far from allowing Perry to enjoy the common 
privileges of a child, she would not suffer him to 
approach his father's house, expressed uneasiness 
whenever his name happened to be mentioned, 
sickened at his praise, and in all respects be- 
haved like a most rancorous step^nother. 
Though she no longer retained that ridiculous 
notion of his being an impostor, she still con- 
tinued to abhor him, as if she really believed 
him to be such ; and when any person desired to 
know the cause of her surprising dislike, she 
always lost her temper, and peevishly replied; 
that she had reasons of her own, whidi she was 
not obliged to declare : nay, so much was she 
infected by this vicious partiality, that she broke 
off all connnerce with her sister-in-law and the 
commodore, because they favoured the pool: 
child with their countenance and protection. 

Her malice, however, was frustrated by the 
love and generosity of Trunnion, who, having 
adopted him as his own son, equipped him 
accordingly, and carried him and his governor in 
his own coach to the place of destination, where 
they were settled on a very genteel footing, and 
everything regulated actoiding to their desires. 

Mrs^ Trunnion behav^ with great decency t(t 
the departure of her nephew, to whom, with a 
great many pious advices and injunctions to 
behave with submission and reverence towards 
his tutor, she presented a diamond ring of small 
value, and a gold medal, as tokens of her affec- 
tion and esteem. As for the lieutenant, he 
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accompanied them in the coach ; and such was 
the friendship he had contracted for Perry, that 
when the commodore proposed to return, after 
having accomplished the intent of his journey, 
Jack absolutely refused to attend him, and signi- 
fied his resolution to stay where he was. 

Trunnion was the more startled at this declar- 
ation, as Hatchway was become so necessary to 
him in almost all the purposes of his life, that he 
foresaw he should not be able to exist without 
his company. Not a little affected with this 
consideration, he turned his eye ruefully upon 
the lieutenant, sapng, in a piteous tone, "What! 
leave me at last. Jack, after we have weathered 

so many hard gales together? D my 

limbs I I thought you 1^ been more of an 
honest heart : I looked upon you as my fore- 
mast, and Tom Pipes as my mizen : now he is 
carried away, if so be as you go too, my standing 
rigging being decayed, d'ye see, the first squall 

will bring me by the board. D ye, if in 

case I have given offence, can't you speak 
above-board ? and I shall make you amends." 

Jack, being ashamed to own the true situation 
of his thoughts, after some hesitation, answered 

with perplexity and incoherence, ** No, d 

me ! that an't the case neither : to be sure you 
always used me in an officer-like manner, that I 
must own, to give the devil his due, as the saying 
is ; but for all that, this here is the case, I have 
some thoughts of going to school myself to learn 
your Latin lingo : for, as the saying is, Better 
late mend than never: and I am informed as 
how one can get more for the money here than 
anywhere else." 

In vain did Trunnion endeavour to convince 
him of the folly of going to school at his years, 
by representing that the boys would make game 
of him, and that he would become a laughing- 
stock to all the world : he persisted in his reso- 
lution to stay, and the commodore was fain to 
have recourse to the meditation of Pipes and 
Perry, who employed their influence with Jack, 
and at last prevailed upon him to return to the 
garrison, after Trunnion had promised he should 
be at liberty to visit them once a month. This 
stipulation being settled, he and his fiiend took 
leave of the pupil, governor, and attendant, and 
next morning set out for their habitation, which 
they reached in safety that same night. 

Such was Hatchway's reluctance to leave Pere- 
grine, that he is said, for the first time in his life, 
to have looked misty at parting : certain I am, 
that on the road homewards, after a long pause 
of silence, which the commodore never dreamt of 
interrupting, he exclaimed all of a sudden, "I'll 
be d — — d if the dog ha'n't given me some stuff 
to make me love him ! " Indeed, there was 
something congenial in the disposition of these 
two friends, which never failed to manifest itself 
in the sequel, howsoever different their education, 
circumstances, and connections happened to be. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Peregrine distinguishes himself anions his School-fellows, 
exposes his Tutor, and attracts the particular Notice 
of the Master. 

Thus left to the prosecution of his studies. Pere- 
grine was in a little time a distinguished charac- 
ter, not only for his acuteness of apprehension, 
but also for that mischievous fertility of fancy, of 
which we have already given such pregnant ex- 
amples. But as there was a great number of such 
luminaries in this new ^here to which he be- 
longed, his talents were not so conspicuous while 
they shone in his single capacity, as they after- 
wards appeared, when they concentrated and 
reflected the rays of the whole constellation. 

At first he confined himself to piddling game, 
exercising his genius upon his own tutor, who 
attracted his attention, by endeavouring to season 
his mind with certain political maxims, the fallacy 
of which he had discernment enough to perceive. 
Scarce a day passed in which he did not find 
means to render Mr. Jolter the object of ridicule : 
his violent prejudices, ludicrous vanity, awkward 
solemnity, and ignorance of mankind, afiforded 
continual food for the raillery, petulance, and 
satire of his pupil, who never neglected an oppor- 
tunity of lai^hing, and making others laugh, at 
his expense. 

Sometimes in their parties, by mixing brandy 
in his wine, he decoyed this pedagogue into a 
*debauch, during which his caution forsook him, 
and he exposed himself to the censure of the 
company. Sometimes, when the conversation 
turned upon intricate subjects, he practised upon 
him the Socratic method of confutation, and, 
under pretence of being informed, by an artful 
train of puzzling questions insensibly betrayed 
him into self-contradiction. 

All the remains of audiority which he had 
hitherto preserved over Per^rine soon vanished ; 
so that, for the future, no sort of ceremony sub- 
sisted between them, and all Mr. Jolter's precepts 
were conveyed in hints of friendly advice, which 
the other might either follow or neglect at his 
own pleasure. No wonder then that Peregrine 
gave a loose to his inclinations, and, by dint 
of genius and an enterprising temper, made a 
figure among the younger class of heroes in the 
school. 

Before he had been a full year at Winchester, 
he had signallized himself in so many achieve- 
ments, in defiance to the laws and regulations of 
the place, that he was looked upon with admir- 
ation, and actually chosen dux^ or leader, by a 
large body of his contemporaries. It was not 
long before his £une reached the ears of the mas- 
ter, who sent for Mr. Jolter, communicated io 
him the informations he had received, and desired 
him to check the vivacity of his charge, and re 
double his vigilance in time to come, else he 
should be obliged to make a public example of 
his pupil for the benefit of the school. 

Tne governor, conscious of his own unimpor- 
tance, was not a Uttle disconcerted at this injunc- 
tion, which it was not in his power to fulfil by 
any compulsive means. He therefore went home 
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in a very pensive mood, and after, mature delib- 
eration, resolved to expostulate with Peregrine in 
the most familiar terms, and endeavour to dis- 
suade him from practices which might affect his 
character as well as interest. He accordingly 
frankly told him the subject of the master's dis- 
course ; represented the disgrace he might incur 
by neglecting this warning ; and, putting him in 
mind of his own situation, hinted the conse- 
quences of the commodoce's displeasure, in case 
he should be broughtto disapprove of liis conduct. 
These insinuations made the greater impression, 
as they were delivered with many expressions of 
friendship and concern. The young gentleman 
was not so raw, but that he could perceive the 
solidity of Mr. Jolter's advice, to which he pro- 
mised to conform, because his pride was interested 
in the affair, and he considered his own reform- 
ation as the only means of avoiding that infamy 
which even in idea he could not bear. 

His governor, finding him so reasonable, pro- 
fited by these moments of reflection; and, in 
order to prevent a relapse, proposed that he 
should engage in some delightful study that would 
agreeably amuse his imagination, and gradually 
detach him from those connections which had 
involved him in so many troublesome adventures. 
For this purpose, he, with many rapturous eco- 
miums, recommended the mathematics, as yield- 
ing more rational and sensible pleasures to a 
youthful fancy than any other subject of contem- 
plation ; and actually began to read Euclid with 
him that same afternoon. 

Peregrine entered upon this branch of learning 
with all that warmth of application which boys 
commonly yield on the first change of study ; but 
he had scarce advanced beyond the Pons Asin- 
orum, when his ardour abated ; the test of truth 
by demonstration did not elevate him to those 
transports of joy with which his preceptor had 
regaled his expectation ; and before he arrived 
at the forty-seventh proposition, he began to 
yawn drearily, make abundance of wry faces, 
and thought himself but indifferently paid for his 
attention, when he shared the vast discovery of 
Pytliagoras, and understood that the square of 
the hypothenuse was equal to the squares of the 
other two sides of a right-angled triangle. He 
was ashamed, however, to fail in his under- 
taking, and persevered with great industry, until 
he had finished the first four books, acquired 
plane trigonometry, with the method of alge- 
braical calculation, and made himself well 
acquainted with the principles of surveying. But 
no consideration could prevail upon him to extend 
his inquiries farther m this science ; and he 
returned with double relish to his former avo- 
cations, like a stream, which, being dammed, 
accumulates more force, and, bursting over its 
mounds, rushes down with double impetuosity. 

Mr. Jolter saw with astonishment and chagrin, 
but could not resist the torrent. His behaviour 
was now no other than a series of license and 
effrontery ; prank succeeded prank, and outrage 
followed outrage with surprising velocity. Com- 
plaints were every day preferred against him : in 
vain were admonitions oestowed by the governor 



in private, and. menaces disdiarged by the 
masters in public ; he disregarded the first, de- 
spised the latter, divested himself of all manner 
of restraint, and proceeded in his career to such 
a pitch of audacity, that a consultation was held 
upon the subject, in which it was determined 
that this untoward spirit should be humbled by 
a severe and ignominious flogging for the vtcy 
next offence he should commit. In the mean 
time, Mr. Jolter was desired to write in the 
master's name to the commodore, requesting him 
to remove Tom Pipes from the person of his 
nephew, the said Pipes being a principal actor 
and abettor in all his malversations ; and to put 
a stop to the monthly visitations of the mutilated 
lieutenant, who had never once failed to use his 
permission, but came punctual to a day, always 
fraught with some new invention. Indeed, by 
this time Mr. Hatchway was as well known, and 
much better beloved, by every boy in the school 
than the master who instructed him, and always 
received by a number of scholars, who used to 
attend Peregrine when he went forth to meet his 
friend, and conduct him to his lodging with 
public testimonies of joy and applause. 

As for Tom Pipes, he was not so properly the 
attendant of Peregrine, as master of the revels of 
the whole school. He mingled in all their 
parties, and superintended the diversions, decid- 
ing between boy and boy, as if he acted by com- 
mission under the great seal. He regulated their 
motions by his whistle ; instructed the young 
boys in the games, of hustle-cap, leap-frog, and 
chuck-farthing; imparted to those of a more 
advanced age the sciences of cribbage and all- 
fours, together with the method of storming the 
castle, acting the comedy of Prince Arthur, and 
other pantomimes, as they are commonly ex- 
hibited at sea ; and instructed the seniors, who 
were distinguished by the appellation of bloods, 
in cudgel-playing, dancing the St. Giles's horn- 
pipe, drinking flip, and smoking tobacco. These 
qualifications • had rendered him so necessary 
and acceptable to the scholars, that exclusive 
of Perry's concern in the affair, his dismission, 
in all probability, would have produced some 
dangerous convulsion in the community. Jolter, 
therefore, knowing his importance, informed his 
pupil of the directions he had received, and very 
candidly asked how he should demean himself in 
the execution ; for he durst not write to the 
commodore without this previous notice, fearing 
that the young gentleman, as soon as he should 
get an inkling of the affair, would follow the 
example, and make his uncle acquainted with 
certain anecdotes, which it was the governor's 
interest to keep concealed. Peregrine was of 
opinion that he should spare himself the trouble 
of conveying any complaints to the commodore ; 
and if questioned by the master, assure him he 
had complied with his desire : at the same time 
he promised faithfully to conduct himself with 
such circumspection for the future, that the 
masters should have no temptation to revive the 
inquiry. But the resolution attending this ex- 
torted' promise was too frail to last, and in less 
than a fortnight our voung hero found himself 
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entangled in an adventure from which he was 
not extricated with his usual good fortune. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

He is concerned in a daogercms Adventure widi a certain 
Gardener — Sublimes his Ideas, commences Gallant, 
and becomes acquainted with Miss Emily Gauntlet. 

He and some of his companions one day entered 
a garden in the suburbs, and, having indulged 
their appetites, desired to know wliat satisfaction 
they must make for the fruit they had pulled. 
The gardener demanded what, in their opinion, 
was an exorbitant price, and they with many 
opprobrious terms refused to pay it. The 
peasant, being surly and untractable, insisted 
upon his right ; neither was he dehtlent or spar- 
ing in the eloquence of vulgar abuse. His guests 
attempted to retreat ; a scuffle ensued, in which 
Peregrine lost his cap ; and the gardener, being 
in danger from the number of his foes, called to 
his wife to let loose the dog, which instantly flew 
to his master's assistance, and, after having torn 
the leg of one and the shoulder of another, put 
the whole body of scholars to flight. Enrag-id 
at the indignity which had been offered them, 
they solicited a reinforcement of their friends, 
and, with Tom Pipes at their head, marched 
back to the field of battle. Their adversary, 
seeing them approach, called his apprentice, 
who worked at the other end of the grotmd, to 
his assistance, armed him with a mattock, while 
he himself wielded a hoe, bolted his door on the 
inside, and, flanked with his man and mastiff, 
waited the attack without flinching. 

He had not remained three mi.iutes in this 
posture of defence, when Pipes, who acted as 
the enemy's forlorn hope, advanced to the gate 
with great intrepidity, and, clapping his foot to 
the door, which was none of the stoutest, with 
the execution and despatch of a petard, split it 
into a thousand pieces. This sudden execution 
had an immediate effect upon the apprentice, 
who retreated with great precipitation, and 
escaped at a postern ; but die master placed 
himself, like another Hercules, in the breach ; 
and when Pipes, brandishing his cudgel, stepped 
forward to engage him, levelled his weapon with 
such force and dexterity at his head, that had 
the skull been made of penetrable stufi^ tlie iron 
edge must have deft his pate in twain. Case< 
mated as he was, the instrument cut sheer eveu to 
the bone, on which it struck Math such amazing 
violence, that sparks of real fire were produced 
by the collision. And let not the incredulous 
reader pretend to doubt the truth of this pheno« 
menon, until he shall have first perased the in- 
genious Peter Kolben's Natural History of the 
<Jape of Good Hope, where the inhabitants 
commonly used to strike fire with the shin-bones 
of lions which had been killed in that part of 
Africa. 

PipeSy though a little disconcerted, iw from 
being disabled by the blow, iii a trice retorted 
the compliment with his tnincheon, which, had 
not his antagonist expeditiously slipped his head 
aside, would have laid him breathless across his 



own threshold ; bat, happily for him, he received 
the salutation upon his right shoulder, which 
crashed beneath the stroke, and the hoe dropped 
instantly from his tingling hand. Tom, perceiv- 
ing, and being unwilhng to forego, the advantage 
he had gained, darted his head into the bosom 
of this son of earth, and overturned him on the 
plain, being himself that instant assaulted by the 
mastiff, who fastened upon the outside of his 
thigh. Feeling himself incommoded by this 
assailant in his rear, he quitted the prostrate 
gardener to the resentment of his associates, who 
poured upon him in shoals, and turning about, 
laid hold with both his hands of this ferocious 
animal's throat, which he squeezed with such 
incredible force and perseverance, that the crea- 
ture quitted his hold ; his tongue lolled oat of his 
jaws, the blood started from his eyes, and he 
swung a lifelesc trunk between the hands of his 
vanquisher. 

It was well for his master that he did not 
longer exist : for by this time he was overwhelmed 
by such a muldtude of foes, that his whole body 
scarce afforded points of contact to all the fists 
that drummed upon it ; consequently, to use a 
vulgar phrase, his wind was almost knocked out, 
before Pipes had leisure to interpose in his be- 
half, and persuade his offenders to desist, by 
representing that the wife had gone to alarm the 
neighbourhood, and that in all probability they 
would be intercepted in their return* They ac- 
cordingly listened to his remonstrances, and 
marched homewardc in triumph, leaving the 
gardener in the embraces of his mother ear Ji, 
from which he had not power to move when he 
was found by his disconsolate helpmate and some 
friends whom she had asseml^ed for his assist- 
ance. Amcmg these was a blacksmith and 
farrier, who took cognizance of his carcase, 
every limb of which having examined, he de- 
clared there was no bone broken ; and taking 
out his fleam, blooded him plentifully as he lay. 
He was then conveyed to his bed, from which 
he was not able to stir during a whole month. 
His family coming upon the parish, a formal 
complaint was made to the master of the school, 
and Peregrine represented as the ringleader of 
those who committed this barbarous assault An 
inquiry was immediately set on foot ; and the 
articles of impeachment being fully proved, our 
hero was sentenced to be severely chastised in 
the face of the whole school. This was a dis- 
giace, the thoughts of which his proud heart 
could not brook. He resolved to make his 
elopement rather than undergo the punishment 
to which he was doomed ; and having signified 
his sentiments to his confederates, they promised 
one and all to stand by him, and either screen 
him from chastisement or share his fate. 

Confiding in this friendly protestation, he ap- 
peared unconcerned on the day that was appointed 
for his punishment ; and when he was called to 
his destiny, advanced towaids the scene, attended 
by the greatest part of the schoiats, who inti- 
mated their determination to the master, and 
p. oposed that Peregrine shcvtH be forgiven. The 
superior behaved with that dignity of demeanour 
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which became has place> represented the folly 
and presumption ot their deman4» reprehended 
them for their audacious proceeding, and ordered 
every boy to his respective station. They obeyed 
his command, and our unfortunate hero was pub- 
licly horsed, in terrortm of all whom it might 
concern. 

This di^race had a very sensible effect upon 
the mind of Peregrine, who, having by this time 
passed the fourteenth year of his age, began to 
adopt the pride and sentiments of a man. Thus 
dishonourably stigmatized, he was ashamed to 
appear in public as usual; he was incensed 
against his companions for their infidelity and 
irresolution, and plunged into a profound reverie 
that lasted several weeks, during which he shook 
off his boyish connections, and fixed his view 
upon objects which he thought more worthy of 
his attention. 

In the course of his g^^nnastic exercises, at 
which he was very expert, he contracted inti- 
macies with several youths who were greatly his 
superiors in point of stge^ and who, pleased with 
his aspiring genius and address, introduced him 
into parties of gallantry Tidiich strongly captivated 
his inclination. He was by nature particularly 
adapted for succeeding in adventures of this 
kind : over and above a most engaging pexson 
that improved with his years, he possessed a 
dignified assurance, an agreeable ferocity which 
enhanced the conquest of the fair who had the 
good fortune to enslave him, fmUmited gener« 
osity, and a fund of hunaour which never failed 
to please. Nor was he deBcient in the more 
solid accomplishments of youth : he had profited 
in his studies beyond expectation; and besides 
that sensibility of discernment which is the 
foundation of taste, and in consequence of which 
he distinguished and enjoyed the beauties of the 
classics, he had already given several specimens 
of a very promising poetic talent. 

With this complexion and these qualifications, 
no wonder that our hero attracted the notice and 
affections of the young Delias in town, whose 
hearts had just begun to flutter for they Imew 
not what. Inquiries were made concerning his 
condition ; and no sooner were his expectations 
known, than he was invited and caressed by all 
the parents, while the daughters vied with each 
other in treating him with particular-complacency. 
He inspired love and emulation wherever he ap- 
peared : envy and jealous rage followed of course ; 
so that he became a very desirable, thougli a very 
dangerous acquaintance. His moderation was 
not equal to his success : his vanity took the lead 
of his passions, dissipating his {Attention, which 
might otherwise have fixed him to one object ; 
and he was possessed with the rage of increasing 
the number of his conquests. With this view he 
frequented public walks, concerts, and assemblies, 
.became remarkably rich and fashionable- in his 
clothes, gave entertainments to the ladies, and 
was in the utmost hazard of turning out a most 
egregious coxcomb. 

While his character thus wavered between the 
ridicule of some and the regard of others, an 
accident happened, which, by contracting his 



view to one •object, detached him from those 
vain pursuits that would in time have plunged 
htm into an abyss of folly and contempt. Being 
one evening at the ball which is always given to 
the ladies at the time of the races, the person 
who acted as master of the ceremonies, knowing 
how fond Mr. Pickle was of every oppoortunUy 
to display himself, came up, and told him, that 
there was a fine young creature at the other end 
of the room, who seemed to have a great incline 
ation to dance a minuet, but wanted a partner ,. 
the gentleman who attended her being in boots. 

Per^rine's vanity beisg aroused at this intim- 
ation, he went up to reconnoitre the young lady^ 
and was struck with admiration at her beauty. 
She seemed to be of his own age, was taU, 
and, though slender, exquisitely ^aped ; her 
hair was auburn, and in such plenty, that the 
barbarity of dress had not been able to prevent 
it from shading both sides of her forehead, which 
was high and polished ; the contour of her £Me 
was oval; her nose very little raised into the 
aquiline form, that contributed to the spirit and 
dignity of her aspect ; her mouth was small ; 
her lips plump, juicy, and delicious ; her teeth. 
r^ular and white as driven snow; her com- 
plexion incredibly delicate, and glowing with 
health ; and her full blue eyes beamed forth 
vivacity and love : her mien was at the same 
time commanding and engaging, her address 
perfectly genteel, and her whole appearance so 
captivating, that our young Adonis looked, and 
was overcome. 

He no sooner recollected himself from his 
astonishment, than he advanced to her with it 
graceful air of respect, and begged she would do 
him the honour to walk a minuet with him. 
She seemed particularly pleased with his appli- 
cation, and very frankly complied with his 
request. This pair was too remarkable to escape 
the particular notice of the company ; Mr. Pickle 
was well known by almost everybody in the 
room, but his partner was altogether a new fao^ 
and of consequence underwent the criticism of 
all the ladies in the assembly. One whispered^ 
*'She has a good complexioii, but don't you 
think she is a little awry ? " a second pjtied her 
for her masculine nose ; a third obsei-ved, that 
she was awkward for want of seeing company ; 
a fourth distinguished som^tthing very bold in 
her countenance ; and, in short, tiere was 
not a beauty in her whole composition which 
the glass of envy did not pervert into a 
blemish. 

The men, however, looked upon her with 
different eyes ; among them her appearance pro- 
duced a universal murmur of applause : they 
encircled the space en which she danced, and 
were enchanted by her graceful motion. While 
they launched out in the praise of her, they ex- 
pressed their displeasure at the good fortune of 

her partner, whom they d d for a little finical 

coxcomb, that was too ^uch engrossed by tlK 
contempkition of his own person, to discern or 
deserve the favour of his fiate. He did not hear, 
therefore could not repine at these invectives; 
but while they imagined he indulged his vanity* 
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a much more generous passion had taken pos- 
session of his heart. 

Instead of that petulance of gaiety for which 
he had been distinguished in his public appear- 
ance, he now gave manifest signs of confusion 
and concern : he danced with an anxiety which 
impeded his performance, and blushed to the 
eyes at every false step he made. Though this 
extraordinary agitation was overlooked by the 
men, it could not escape the observation of the 
ladies, who perceived it with equal surprise and 
resentment ; and when Peregrine led this fair 
unknown to her seat, expressed their pique in an 
affected titter, which broke from every mouth at 
the same instant — as if all of them had been 
informed by the same spirit. 

Peregrine was nettled at this unmannerly 
mark of disapprobation, and, in order to in- 
crease their chagrin, endeavoured to enter into 
particular conversation with their fair rival. The 
young lady herself, who neither wanted penetra- 
tion nor the consciousness of her own accom- 
plishments, resented their behaviour,, though she 
triumphed at the cause of it, and gave her partner 
all the encouragement he could desire. Her 
mother, who was present, thanked him for his 
civility in taking such notice of a stranger, and 
he received a compliment of the same nature 
from the young gentleman in boots, who was 
her own brother. 

If he was charmed with her appearance, he 
was quite ravished with her discourse, which 
was sensible, spirited, and gay. Her frank and 
sprightly demeanour excited his own confidence 
and good-humour ; and he described to her the 
characters of those females who had honoured 
them with such a spiteful mark of distinction, in 
terms so replete with humorous satire, that she 
seemed to listen with particular complacency of 
attention, and distinguished every nymph thus 
ridiculed with such a significant glance as over- 
whelmed her with chagrin and mortification. In 
short, they seemed to relish each other's convers- 
ation, during which our young Damon acquitted 
himself with great skill in all the duties of gal- 
lantry : he laid hold of proper opportunities 
to express his admiration of her charms, had 
recourse to the silent rhetoric of tender looks, ' 
breathed divers insidious sighs, and attached 
himself wholly to her during the remaining part 
of the entertainment. 

When the company broke up, he attended 
her to her lodgings, and took leave of her with 
a squeeze of the hand, after having obtained 
permission to visit her next morning, and been 
informed by the mother that her name was 
Miss Emilia Gauntlet. 

All night long he closed not an eye, but 
amused himself with plans of pleasure, which 
his imagination suggested in consequence of this 
new acquaintance. He rose with the lark, ad- 
justed his hair into an agreeable negligence of 
curl, and dressing himself in a genteel gray frock 
trimmed with silver binding, waited with the 
utmost impatience for the hoitr of ten, which no 
sooner struck than he hied him to the place of 
appointment, and inquiring for Miss Gauntlet, 



was shown into a parlour. Here he had not 
waited above ten minutes, when Kmilia entered 
in a most enchanting undress, with all the graces 
of nature playing about her person, and in a 
moment riveted the chains of his slavery beyond 
the power of accident to unbind. 

Her mother being still abed, and her brother 
gone to give orders about the chaise, in which 
they proposed to return that same day to their 
own habitation, he enjoyed her company tite-h- 
ttte a whole hour, during which he declared his 
love in the most passionate terms, and begged 
that he might be admitted into the number of 
those admirers whom she permitted to visit and 
adore her. 

She affected to look upon his vows and pro- 
testations as the ordinary effects of gallantry, and 
very obligingly assured him that were she to live 
in that place she should be glad to see him often ; 
but as the spot on which she resided was at a 
considerable distance, she could not expect he 
would go so far, upon such a trifling occasion, 
as to take the trouble of providing himself with 
her mamma's permission. 

To this favourable hint he answered with all 
the eagerness of the most fervid passion, that he 
had uttered nothing but the genuine dictates of 
his heart ; that he desired nothing so much as 
an opportunity of evincing the sincerity of his 
professions; and that, though he lived at the 
extremity of the kingdom, he would find means 
to lay himself at her feet, provided he could visit 
her with her mother's consent, which he assured 
her he would not fail to solicit. 

She then gave him to understand that her 
habitation was about sixteen miles from Win- 
chester, in a village which she named, and where, 
as he could easily collect from her discourse, he 
would be no unwelcome guest 

In the midst of this communication they were 
joined by Mrs. Gauntlet, who received him with 
great courtesy, thanking him again for his polite- 
ness to Emy at the ball, and anticipated his 
intention by saying that she should be very glad 
to see him at her house, if ever his occasions 
should call him that way. 



CHAPTER XVIII. ' 

He inquires into the Situation of this young Lady, with 
whom he is enamoured — Elopes from School — Is found 
by the Lieutenant, conveyed to Winchester, and sends 
a Letter with a copy of verses to his Mistress. 

He was transported with pleasure at this in- 
vitation, which he assured her he should not 
neglect ; and after a little more conversation on 
general topics, took his leave of the charmmg 
Emilia and her prudent mamma, who had per- 
ceived the first emotions of Mr. Pickle's passion 
for her daughter, and been at some pains to 
inquire about his family and fortune. 

Neither was Per^ne less inquisitive about 
the situation and pedigree of his new mistress, 
who, he learned, was the only daughter of a 
field-officer, who died before he had it in nis 
power to make suitable provision for his children ; 
that the widow lived in a frugal though decent 
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manner on her pension, assisted by the bounty 
of her relations ; that the son carried arms as a 
volunteer in the company which his father had 
commanded ; and that Emilia had been educated 
ill London, at the expense of a rich uncle, who 
was seized with the wnim of marrying at the a^e 
of fifty-five ; in consequence of which his niece 
liad returned to her mother, without any visible 
dependence, except on her own conduct and 
qualifications. 

Tliis account, though it could not diminish his 
affection, nevertheless alarmed his pride ; for his 
warm imagination had exaggerated all his own 
prospects ; and he began to fear that his passion 
for Emilia might be thought to derogate from 
the dignity of his situation. The struggle be- 
tween his interest and love produced a perplexity 
which had an evident effect upon his behaviour : 
he.became pensive, solitary, and peevish ; avoided 
all public diversions ; and grew so remarkably 
negligent in his dress, that he was scarce distin- 
guishable by his own acquaintance. This con- 
tention of thoughts continued' several weeks, at 
the end of which the charms of Emilia triumphed 
over every other consideration. Having received 
a supply of money from the commodore, who 
actea towards him with great generosity, he 
ordered Pipes to put up some linen and other 
necessaries in a sort of knapsack, which he could 
conveniently carry ; and, thus attended, set out 
early one morning on foot for the village where 
his charmer lived, at which he arrived before 
two o'clock in the afternoon ; having chosen this 
method of travelling that his route might not be 
so easily discovered, as it must have been had 
he hired horses, or taken a place in the stage- 
coach. 

The first thing he did was to seaire a conveni- 
ent lodging at the inn where he dined ; then he 
shifted himself, and, according to the direction 
he had received, went to the house of Mrs. 
Gauntlet in a transport of joyous expectation. 
As he approached the gate, his agitation in- 
creased ; he knocked with impatience and con- 
cem: the door opened, and he had actually 
asked if Mrs. Gauntlet was at home, before he 
perceived that the portress was no other than. 
his dear Emilia. Sne was not without emotion 
at the unexpected sight of her lover, who in- 
stantly recognising his charmer, obeyed the irre- 
sistible impulse of his love, and caught the fair 
creature in his arms. Nor did she seem offended 
at this forwardness of behaviour, which miglit 
have displeased another of a less open disposi- 
tion, or less used to the freedom of a sensible 
education; but her natural frankness had been 
encouraged and improved by the easy and fami- 
liar intercourse in which she had been bred ; and 
therefore, instead of reprimanding, him with a 
severity of look, she with great good-humour 
rallied him upon his assurance, which, she ob- 
served, was undoubtedly the effect of his own 
conscious merit ; and conducted him into a par- 
lour, where he found her mother, who, in very 
polite terms, expressed her satisfaction at seeing 
him within her house. 

After tea, Miss Emy proposed an evening 



walk, which they enjoyed through a variety of« 
little copses and lawns, water^ by a most' 
romantic stream, that quite enchanted the imagin- 
ation of Peregrine. \ 

It was late before they returned from this 
agreeable excursion, and when our lover wished 
the ladies good night, Mrs. Gaundet insisted 
upon his staying to supper, and treated him with 
particular demonstrations of regard and affec- 
tion. As her economy was not encumbered with 
an unnecessary number of domestics, her own. 
presence was often required in different parts of 
the house, so that the young gentleman was 
supplied with frequent opportunities of promot- 
ing his suit by all the tender oaths and insinua- 
tions that his passion could suggest. He pro- 
tested her idea had taken such entire possession 
of his heart, that finding hiniself unable to sup- 
port her absence one day longer, he had quitted 
his studies, and left his governor by stealth, that 
he might visit the object of his adoration, and be 
blessed in her company for a few days without 
interruption. i 

She listened to his addresses with such affa- 
bility as denoted approbation and delight, and 
gently chid him as a thoughtless truant, but 
carefully avoided the confession of a mutual 
flame ; because she discerned, in the midst of 
all his tenderness, a levity of pride which she 
durst not venture to trust with such a declaration. 
Perhaps she was confirmed in this caution by 
her mother, who very wisely, in her civilities to 
him, maintained a sort of ceremonious distance, 
which she thought not only requisite for the 
honour and interest of her family, but likewise 
for her own exculpation, should she ever be 
taxed with having encouraged or abetted him in 
the imprudent sallies of his youth ; yet, notwith-. 
standing this affected reserve, he was treated 
with such distinction by both, that he was 
ravished with his situation, and became more 
and more enamoured every day. 

While he remained under the influence of this 
sweet intoxication, his absence produced great 
disturbance at Winchester. Mr. Jolter was 
grievously afflicted at his abrupt departure, which 
alarmed him the more, as it happened after a 
long fit of melancholy which he had perceived in 
his pupil. He communicated his apprehensions 
to the master of the school, who advised him to 
apprise the commodore of his nephew's disap- . 
pearance, and in the mean time inquire at all the 
inns in town, whether he had hired horses, or 
any sort of carriage, for his conveyance, or was 
met with on the road by any person who could 
give an account of the direction in which he 
travelled. 

The scrutiny, though performed with great 
diligence and minuteness, was altogether ineffec- 
tual ; they could obtain no intelligence of the 
runaway. Mr. Trunnion was well nigh dis- 
tracted at the news of his flight ; he raved with 
great fury at the imprudence of Peregrine, whom 

in his first transports he d d as an ungrateful 

deserter ; then he cursed Hatchway and Pipes, 
who he swore had foundered the lad by their 
pernicious counsels ; and, lastly, transferred his 
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execrations upon Jolter, because he had not 
Icept a better look-out ; finally, he made an 
apostrophe to that so» of a b— — the gout, 
which for the present disabled him from search- 
ing for his nephew in person. That he might 
not, however, neglect any means in his power, 
he immediately despatched expresses to all the 
searport towns on that coast, that he might be 
prevented from leaving the kingdom ; and the 
jieutenant, at his own desire, was sent across 
the country, in quest of this young fugitive. 
. Four days had he unsuccessfully carried on his 
inquiries with great acairacy, when, resolving to 
return by Winchester, where he hoped to meet 
with some hints of intelligence by which he 
might profit in his future search, he struck off 
the common road to take the benefit of a nearer 
cut ; and finding himself benighted near a village, 
took up his lodgings at the first inn to which his 
horse directed him. Having bespoke something 
for supper, and retired to his chamber, where he 
■amused himself with a pipe, he heard a confused 
noise of rustic jollity, which being all of a sudden 
intemipted, after a short pause his ear was saluted 
with the voice of Pipes, who, at the solicitation 
of the company, began to entertain them with a 
song. 

Hatchway instantly recognised the well-known 
sound, in which, indeed, he could not possibly be 
mistaken, as nothing in nature bore the least 
resemblance to it ; he threw his pipe into the 
chimney, and, snatching up one of his pistols, 
ran immediately to the apartment from whence 
the voice issued ; he no sooner entered, than, 
distinguishing his old ship-mate in a crowd of 
country peasants, he in a moment sprang upon 
Inm^ and, clapping his pistol' to his breast, ex- 

-deimed, **D ^n you. Pipes, you are a dead 

man, if you don't immediately produce young 
master.'^ 

This menacing application had a much greater 
effect upon the company than upon Tom, who, 
Jooking at the lieutenant with great tranquillity, 
replied, "Why so I can, Master Hatchway." — 
" What ! safe and sound ? " cried the other. 
** As a roach," answered Pipes, so much to the 
satisfaction of his friend Jack, that he shook him 
by the hand, and desired him to proceed with 
his song. This being performed and the reckon- 
ing discharged, the two friends adjourned to the 
other room, where the lieutenant was informed 
of the manner in which the young gentleman had 
made his elopement from college, as well as of 
the other particulars of his present situation, as 
far as they had fallen within the sphere of his 
comprehension. 

While they sat thus conferring together, Pere- 
grine, having taken leave of his mistress for the 
night, came home, and was not a little surprised, 
when Hatchway, entering his chamber in his sea 
attitude, thrust out his hand by way of salutation. 
His old pupil received him as usual, with great 
cordiality, and expressed his astonishment at 
meeting him in that place ; but when he under- 
stood the cause and intention of his arrival, he 
started with concern ; and, his visage glowing 
with indignation, told him he was old enough to 



be judge of his own conduct, and, when he should 
see ft convenient, would return of himself ; but 
those who thought he was to be compelled to 
his duty, woukl find themselves egregiously 
mistaken. 

The lieutenant assured him, that for his own 
part he had no intention to offer him the least 
violence ; but, at the same time, he represented 
to him the danger of incensing the commodore, 
who was already almost distracted on account of 
his absence : and, in short, conveyed his argu- 
ments, which were equally obvious and valid, in 
such expressions of friendship and respect, that 
Peregrine yielded to his remonstrances, and pro- 
mised to accompany him next day to Winchester. 

Hatchway, overjoyed at the success of his 
negotiation, went immediately to the ostler and 
bespoke a post-chaise for Mr. Pickle and his man, 
with whom he afterwards indulged himself in a 
double can of rumbo, and, when the night was 
pretty far advanced, left the lover to his repose, 
or rather to the thorns of his own meditation ; 
for he slept not oiie moment, being incessantly 
tortured with the prospect of parting with his 
divine Emilia, who had now acquired the most 
absolute empire over his soul. One minute he 
proposed to depart early in the morning, without 
seeing this enchantress, in whose bewitching pre- 
sence lie durst not trust his own resolution ; then 
the thoughts of leaving her in such an abrupt and 
disrespectful manner interposed in favour of his 
love and honour. This war of sentiments kept 
him all night upon the rack, and it was time to 
rise before he had determined to visit his charmer, 
and candidly impart the motives that induced 
him to leave her. 

He accordingly repaired to her mother's house 
with a heavy heart, being attended to the gate 
by Hatchway, who did not choose to leave him 
alone ; and being admitted, found Emilia just 
risen, and, in his opinion, more beautiful than 
ever. 

Alarmed at his early visit, and the gloom that 
overspread his countenance, she stood in silent 
expectation of hearing some melancholy tidings ; 
and it was not till after a considerable pause, that 
he collected resolution enough to tell her he was 
come to take his leave. Though she strove to 
conceal her sorrow, nature was not to be sup- 
pressed : every feature of her countenance sad- 
dened in a moment ; and it was not without the 
utmost difficulty that she kept her lovely eyes 
from overflowing. He saw the situation of her 
thoughts, and, in order to alleviate her concern, 
assured her he should find means to see her again 
in a very few weeks : meanwhile he communi- 
cated his reasons for departing^ in which she 
readily acquiesced ; and having mutually consoled 
each other, their transports of grief subsided : 
and before Mrs. Gauntlet came down-stairs, they 
were in a condition to behave with great decency 
and resignation. 

This good lady expressed her concern when 
she learned his resolution, saying, she hoped his 
occasions and inclinations would, permit him to 
favour them with his agreeable company another 
time. 
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The lieutenant, who began to be uneasy at 
Peregrine's stay, knocked at the door, and, being 
introduced by his friend, had the honour of 
breakfasting with the ladies ; on which occasion 
his heart received such a rude shock from the 
charms of Emilia, that he afterwaids made a 
merit with his friend of having constrained him- 
self so far, as to forbear commencing his professed 
rival. 

At length they bade adieu to their kind enter- 
tainers ; and in less than an hour setting out from 
the inn, arrived about two o'clock in Winchester, 
where Mr. Jolter was overwhelmed with joy at 
their appearance. 

The nature of this adventure being unknown 
to all except those who could be depended upon, 
everybody who inquired about the cause of Pere- 
grine's absence, was told that he had been with 
a relation in the country, and the master con- 
descended to overlook his indiscretion ; so that 
Hatchway, seeing everything settled to the satis- 
Action of his friend, returned to the garrison, 
and gave the commodore an account of his 
expedition. 

The old gentleman was very much startled 
when he heard there was a lady in the case, and 
very emphatically observed, that a man had bet- 
ter be sucked into the gulf of Florida than once 
get into the indraught of a woman ; because, in 
one case, he may with good pilotage bring out 
his vessel safe between the Bahamas and the 
Indian shore ; but in the other there is no outlet 
at all, and it is in vain to strive against the cur- 
rent ; so that of course he must be embayed, and 
run chuck upon a lee-shore. He resolved, there- 
fore, to lay the state of the case before Mr. 
Gamaliel Pickle, and concert such measures with 
him as should be thought likeliest to detach his 
son from the pursuit of an idle amour, which 
could not fail of interfering in a dangerous man- 
ner with the plan of his education. ' 

In the mean time. Perry's ideas were totally 
engrossed by his amiable mistress, who, whether 
lie slept or waked, was still present in his imag- 
ination, which produced the following stanzas in 
her praise :-— 

Adieu ! ye streams that smoothly flow ; 
Ye vernal airs that softly blow ; 
Ye plains, by blooming spring arrayed ; 
Ye birds that warble through the soade. 

Unhurt from you my soul could fly, 
Nor drop one tear, nor heave one sigh ; 
But forced from Celia's charms to part, 
All joy deserts my drooping heart. 

O ! fairer than the rosy mom, 
When flowers the dewy fields adorn ; 
Unsullied as the genial ray, 
That warms the balmy breeze of May ; 

Thy charms divinely bright appear, 
And add new splendour to the year ; 
Improve the day with fresh delight, 
And gild with joy the dreary night. 

This juvenile production was enclosed in a 
very tender billet to Emilia, and committed to 
the charge of Pipes, who was ordered to set out 
for Mrs. Gauntlet's habitation with a present of 
venison, and a compliment to the laaies; and 
directed to take some opportunity of delivering 



the letter to miss» without the knofwledge of her 
mamna. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

His Messenger meets with a Misfortune, to which he 
applies a very extraordinary Expedient that is at- 
tended with strange Consequences* 

Ais a stage-eoach passed within two miles cf the 
village where she lived, Tom bargained with the 
driver for a seat on the box, and accordingly 
departed on this message, though he was but 
indifferently qualified for commissions of such a 
nature. Having received particular injimctions 
about the letter, he resolved to make that the 
chief object of his care, and very sagaciously 
conveyed it between the stocking and the sole of 
his foot, where he thought it would be perfectly 
secure from all injury or accident. Here it 
remained until he arrived at the inn where he 
had formerly lodged, when, after having refreshed 
himself with a draught of beer, he pulled off his 
stocking, and found the poor billet sullied with 
dust, and torn in a thousand tatters by the motion 
of his foot in walking the last two miles of his 
journey. Thunderstruck at this phenomenon, 
he uttered a loud whew ! which was succeeded 

by an exclamation of ** D -mj old shoes ! a 

bite by G ! " then he rested his elbows on 

the table, and his forehead upon his two fists, and 
in that attitude deliberated with himself upon 
the means of remedying thU misfortune. 

As he was not distracted by a vast number of 
ideas, he soon concluded that his best expedient 
would be to employ the clerk of the parish, who 
he knew was a great scholar, to write another 
epistle according to the directions he should give 
him ; and never dreaming that the mangled 
original would in the least facilitate this scheme, 
he very wisely committed it to the flames, that 
it might never rise up in judgment against him. 

Having taken this wise step, he went in quest 
of the scribe, to whom he communicated his 
business, and promised a full pot by way of 
gratification. The clerk, who was also school- 
master, proud of an opportunity to distinguish 
his talents, readily undertook the task ; and 
repairing with his employer to the inn, in less 
than a quarter of an hour produced a morsel of 
eloquence so much to the satisfaction of Pipes, 
that he squeezed his hand by way of acknow- 
ledgment, and doubled his allowance of beer. 
This being discussed, our courier betook himself 
to the house of Mrs. Gauntlet with the haunch 
of venison and this succedaneous letter, and 
delivered his message to the mother, who re- 
ceived it with great respect, and many kind 
inquiries about the health and wel&re of his 
master, attempting to tip the messenger a crown, 
which he absolutely refused to accept, in conse- 
quence of Mr. Pickle's repeated caution. While 
the old gentlewoman turned to a servant in order 
to give directions about the disposal of the pre- 
sent. Pipes looked upon this as a favourable 
occasion to transact his business with Emilia, 
and therefore shutting one eye, with a jerk of his 
thumb towards his left shoulder, and a most 
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significant twist of his countenance, he beckoned 
the young lady into another room, as if he had 
been fraught with something of consequence, 
which he wanted to impart. She understood 
the hint, howsoever strangely communicated, 
and, by stepping to one side of the room, gave 
him an opportunity of slipping the epistle into 
her hand, which he gently squeezed at the same 
time in token of regard : then throwing a side- 
glance at the mother, whose back was turned, 
clapped his finger on the side of his nose, thereby 
recommending secrecy and discretion. 

Emilia, conveying the letter into her bosom, 
could not help smiling at Tom's politeness and 
dexterity ; but lest her mamma should detect him 
in the execution of his pantomime, she broke off 
this intercourse of signs, by asking aloud when 
he proposed to set out on his return to Win- 
chester? When he answered, ** To-morrow 
morning." Mrs. Gauntlet recommended him to 
the hospitality of her own footman, desiring him 
to make much of Mr. Pipes below, where he 
was kept to supper, and very cordially enter- 
tained. Our young heroine, impatient to read 
her lover's billet, which made her heart throb 
with rapturous expectation, retire<l to her cham- 
ber as soon as possible, with a view of perusing 
the contents, which were these : — 

'*DiviNK Empress of my Soul,— If the refulgent 
flames of your beauty had not evaporated the particles of 
my transported brain, and scorched my intellects into a 
cinder of stolidity, perhaps the resplendency of my passion 
might shine illustrious through the sable curtain of my 
ink, and in sublimity transcend the galaxy itself, though 
wafted on the pinions of a gray goose quill ! But, an ! 
celestial enchantress ! the necromancy of^ thy tyrannical 
charms hath fettered my faculties with adamantine chains, 
which, unless thy compassion shall melt, I must eternally 
remain in the Tartarean gulf of dismal despair. Vouch- 
safe, therefore, O thou brightest luminary of this terres- 
trial sphere ! to warm, as well as shine ; and let the genial 
rays of thy benevolence melt the icy emanations of thy 
disdain, which hath frozen up the spirits of angelic pre- 
eminence. — ^Thy most egregious admirer and superlative 
slave, "Peregrine Pickle." 

Never was astonishment more perplexing than 
that of Emilia, when she read this curious com- 
position, which she repeated verbatim three 
times before she would credit the evidence of her 
own senses. She began to fear in good earnest 
that love had produced a disorder in Iier lover's 
undei-standing ; but after a thousand conjectures 
by which she attempted to account for this ex- 
traordinary fustian of style, she concluded that 
it was the effect of mere levity, calculated to 
ridicule the passion he had formerly professed. 
Irritated by this supposition, she resolved to balk 
his triumph with affected indifference, and in the 
mean time endeavoured to expel him from that 
place which he possessed withm her heart. And 
indeed such a victory over her inclinations might 
have been obtained without great difficulty ; for 
she enjoyed ^n easiness of temper that could 
accommodate itself to the emergencies of her 
fate ; and her vivacity, by amusing her imagina- 
tion, preserved her from the keener sensations of 
sorrow. Thus determined and disposed, she 
did not send any sort of answer, or the least 
token of remembrance by Pipes, who was 
suffered to depart with a general compliment 



from the mother, and aiTived at Winchester the 
next day. \ 

Peregrine's eyes sparkled when he saw his 
messenger come in, and he stretched out his 
hand in full confidence of receiving some par-' 
ticular mark of his Emilia's affection ; but now 
was he confounded, when he found his hope so 
cruelly disappointed ! In an instant his coun- 
tenance fell. He stood for some time silent and 
abashed, then thrice repeated the interrogation 
of *' What ! not one word from Emilia? * and 
dubious of his courier's discretion, inquired 
minutely into all the particulars of his reception. 
He asked if he had seen the young lady, if she 
was in good health, if he had found an oppor- 
tunity of delivering his letter, and how she 
looked when he put it into her hand? Pipes 
answered, that he had never seen her in better 
health or higher spirits ; that he had managed 
matters so as not only to present the billet un- 
perceived, but also to ask her commands in 
private before he took his leave, when she told 
him that the letter required no reply. This last 
circumstance he considered as a manifest mark 
of disrespect, and gnawed his lips with resent- 
ment. Upon further reflection, however, he 
supposed that she could not conveniently write 
by the messenger, and would undoubtedly favobr 
him by the post. Th!s consideration consoled 
him for the present, and he waited impatiently 
for the fruits of his hope ; but afler he had seen 
eight days elapse without reaping the satisfaction 
with which he had flattered himself, his temper 
forsook him, he raved against the whole sex, 
and was seized with a fit of sullen chagrin; 
but his pride in a little time came to his assist- 
ance, and rescued him from the horrors of the 
melancholy fiend. He resolved to retort her 
own neglect upon his ungrateful mistress ; his 
countenance gradually resumed its former seren- 
ity ; and though by this time he was pretty well 
cured of his foppeiy, he appeared again at public 
diversions with an air of gaiety and unconcern, 
that Emilia might have a chance of hearing how 
much, in all likelihood,he disregarded her disdain. 

There are never wanting certain officious per- 
sons, who take pleasure in promoting intelligence 
of this sort. His behaviour soon reached the 
ears of Miss Gauntlet, and confirmed her in the 
T>pinion she had conceived from his letter; so 
that she fortified hereelf in her former sentiments, 
and bore his indifference with gi-eat jDhilosophy. 
Thus a correspondence, which had commenced 
with all the tenderness and sincerity of love, and 
every promise of duration, was interrupted in 
its infancy by a misunderstanding occasioned by 
the simplicity of Pipes, who never once reflected 
upon the consequences of his deceit. 

Though their mutual passion was by these 
means suppressed for the present, it was not 
altogether extinguished, but glowed in secret, 
though even to themselves unknown, until an 
occasion, which afterwards offered, blew up the 
latent flame, and love resumed his empire in 
their breasts. While they moved, as it were, 
without the sphere of each other's attraction, the 
commodore, fearing that Perry was in danger of 
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involving himself in some pernicious engage- 
ment, resolved, by advice of Mr. Joltcr and his 
friend the parish priest, to recall him from the 
place where he had contracted such imprudent 
connections, and send him to the university, 
where his education might be completed, and his 
fancy weaned from all puerile amusements. 

This plan had been proposed to his own father, 
who, as hath been already observed, stood always 
neuter in everything that concerned his eldest 
son ; and as for Mrs. Pickle, she had never heard 
his name mentioned since his departure with any 
degi"ee of temper or tranquillity, except when her 
husband informed her that he was in a fair way 
of being ruined by this indiscreet amour. It was 
then she be|;aa to applaud her own foresight, 
which had discerned the mark of reprobation in 
that vicious bey, and launched out in comparison 
between him and Gammy, who, she observed, 
was a child of uncommon parts and solidity, 
and, with the blessing of God, would be a com- 
fort to his parents, and an ornament to the 
family. 

Should I affirm that this favourite whom she 
commended so much, was in every respect the 
revefse of what she described ; that he was a 
boy of mean capacity, and, thougK remarkably 
distorted in his body, much more crooked in his 
disposition; and that she had persuaded her 
husband to espouse her opinion, though it was 
contrary to common sense, as well as to his own 
])erception ; — I am afraid the reader will think I 
represent a monster that never existed in nature, 
and be apt to condemn the economy of my in- 
vention : nevertheless, there is nothing more true 
than every circumstance of what I have advanced ; 
and I wish the picture, singular as it is, may not 
be thought to resemble more tlian one original. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Peregrine is summoned to attend his Uncle — Is more and 
' more hated by his own Mother — Appeals to his Father, 

whose Condescension is defeated oy the Dominion of 

his Wife. 

But, waiving these reflections, let us return to 
Peregrine, who received a summons to attend 
his uncle, and in a few days arrived with Mr. 
Jolter and Pipes at the garrison, which he filled 
with joy and satisfaction. The alteration, 
which, during his absence, had happened in his 
person, was very favourable to his appearance, 
which, from that of a comely boy, was converted 
into that of a most engaging youth. He was 
already taller than a middle-sized man, his shape 
^certained, his sinews well knit, his mien 
greatly improved, and his whole figure as elegant 
«ind graceful as if it had been cast in the same 
mould with the Apollo of Belvedere. 

Such an outside could not fail of prepossessing 
people in his favour. The commodore, notwith- 
standing the advantageous reports he had heard, 
found ms expectation exceeded in the person of 
Peregrine^ and signified his approbation in the 
ciost sanguine terms. Mrs. Trunnion was struck 
with his genteel address, and received him with 
uncommon marks of complacency and affection : 



he wa£ caressed by all the people in the neigh* 
bourhood, who, while they admired his accom- 
plishments, could not help pitying his infatuated 
mother, for being deprived of that unutterable 
delight which any other parent would have 
enjoyed in the contemplation of such an amiable 
son. 

Divers efforts were made by some well-dis- 
posed people to conquer, if possible, this mon- 
strous prejudice; but their endeavours, instead of 
curing, served only to inflame the distemper, 
and she never could be prevailed upon to indulge 
him with the least mark of maternal regard. 
On the contrary, her original disgust degenerated 
into such inveteracy of hatred, that she left no 
stone unturned to alienate the commodore's 
affection for this her innocent child, and even 
practised the most malicious defamation to 
accomplish her purpose. Every day did she 
abuse her husband's ear with some forged instance 
of Peregrine's ingratitude to his uncle, well 
knowing that it would reach the commodore's 
knowledge at night. 

Accordingly Mr. Pickle used to tell him at 
the club, that his hopeful favourite had ridiculed 
him in such a company, and aspersed his spouse 
upon another occasion ; and thus retail the 
little scandalous issue of his own wife's inven- 
tion. Luckily for Peregrine, the commodore 
paid no great regard to the authority of his 
informer, because he knew from what channel 
his intelligence flowed ; besides, the youth had 
a stanch friend in Mr. Hatchway, who never 
failed to vindicate him when he was thus un- 
justly accused, and always found argument 
enough to confute the assertions of his enemies. 
But, though Trunnion had been dubious of the 
young gentleman's principles, and deaf to the 
remonstrances of the lieutenant, Perry was pro- 
vided with a bulwark strong enough to defend 
him from all such assaults. This was no other 
than his aunt, whose regard for him was per- 
ceived to increase in the same proportion as his 
own mother's diminished ; and, indeed, the 
augmentation of the one was, in all probability, 
owing to the decrease of the other ; for the two 
ladies, with great civility, perfoimed all the 
duties of good neighbourhood, and hated each 
other most piously in their hearts. 

Mrs. Pickle, having been disobliged at the 
splendour of her sister's new equipage, had, 
ever since that time, in the course of her visiting, 
endeavoured to make people merry with satirical 
jokes on the poor lady's infirmities ; and Mrs. 
Trunnion seized the very first opportunity of 
making reprisals, by inveighing against h^r 
unnatural behaviour to her own child ; so that 
Peregrine, as on the one hand he was abhorred, 
so on the other was he caressed, in consequence- 
of this contention ; and I firmly believe that the 
most effectual method of destroying his interest 
at the garrison, would have been the show of 
countenancing him at hi^ father's house ; but, ' 
whether this conjecture be k'easonable or chimeri- 
cal, certain it is the experiment was never tried, ^ 
and therefore Mr. Peregrine ran no risk of being 
.disgraced; The commodore, who assumed, and 
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justly too, the whole merit of his education, was 
now as proud of the youth's improvements as if 
he had actually been his own offspring ; and' 
sometimes his affection rose to such a pitch of 
enthusiasm, that he Verily believed him to be 
the issue of his own loins. Notwithstanding 
this favourable predicament in wliich our hero 
stood with his aunt and her husband, he could 
not help feeling the injury he suffered from the 
caprice of his mother ; and though the gaiety of 
his disposition hindered him from afflicting him- 
self with reflections of any gloomy cast, he did 
not fail to foresee, that if any sudden accident 
should deprive him of the commodore, he would 
in all likelihood find himself in a very disagree- 
nble situation. Prompted by this consideration, 
h6 one evening accompanied his uncle to the 
club, and was introduced to his father, before 
that worthy gentleman had the least inkling of 
his arrival. 

Mr. Gamaliel was never so disconcerted as at 
this rencounter. His own disposition would not 
suffer him to do anything that might create the 
least disturbance, or interrupt his evening's 
enjoyment ; so strongly was he impressed with 
the terror of his wife, that he durst not yield to 
the tranquillity of his temper : and, as I have 
already observed, his inclination was perfectly 
neutral. Thus distracted between different 
motives, when Perry was presented to him, he 
sat silent and absorbed, as if he did not or would 
not perceive the application ; and when he was 
urged to declare himself by the youth, who 
pathetically begged to know how he had incurred 
his displeasure, he answered, in a peevish strain, 
" Why, good now, child, what would you have 
me to do ? your mother can't abide you." — " If 
my mother is so unkind, I will not call it un- 
natural," said Peregrine, the tears of indignation 
starting from his eyes, "as to banish me from 
her presence and affection, without the least 
cause assigned ; I hope you will not be so unjust 
as to espouse her barbarous prejudice. ** 

Before Mr. Pickle had time to reply to this 
expostulation, for which he was not at all pre- 
pared, the commodore interposed, and enforced 
his favourite's remonstrance, by telling Mr. 
Gamaliel that he was ashamed to see any man 
drive in such a miserable manner under his wife's 
petticoat. "As for my own part,"rsaid he, 
raising his voice, and assuming a look of import- 
ance and command, "before I would suffer 
myself to be steered all weathers by any woman 
in Christendom, d'ye see, I'd raise such a hurri- 
cane about her ears, that !* Here he was 

interrupted by Mr. Hatchway, who, thrusting 
his head towards the door, in the attitude of one 
that listens, cried, "Ahev! there's your spouse 
come to pay ns a visit.'' Trunnion's features 
that instant adopted a new disposition ; fear and 
confusion took possession of his countenance; 
his voice, from a tone of vociferation, sank into 
a whisper of, "Sure, you must be mistaken. 
Jack ; '*^ and, in greAt perplexity, he wiped off 
the sweat which had started on his forehead at 
this false alarm. The lieutenant, having thus 
punished him for the rodomontade he had 



uttered, told him, with an arch sneer, that he 
was deceived with the sound of the outward 
door creaking upon its hinges, which he mistook 
for Mrs. Trunnion's voice, and desired him to 
proceed with his admonitions to Mr. Pickle. It 
IS not to be denied that this arrogance was a 
little unseasonable in the commodore, who was 
in all respects as effectually subdued to the 
dominion of his wife as the person whose sub- 
mission he then ventured to condemn ; with this 
difference of disposition — Trunnion's subjection 
was like that of a bear, chequered with fits of 
surliness and rage ; whereas Pickle bore the 
yoke like an ox, without repining. No wonder, 
then, that this indolence, this sluggishness, this 
stagnation of temper, rendered Gamaliel in- 
capable of withstanding the arguments and im- 
portunity of his friends, to whiclf he at length 
surrendered. He acquiesced in the justice of 
their observations ; and, taking his son by the 
hand, promised to favour him for the future with 
his 4ove and fatherly protection. 

But this laudable resolution did not last. Mrs. 
Pickle, still dubious of his constancy, and jealous 
of his communication with the commpdore, never 
failed to interrogate him every nigKt about the 
conversation that happened at the club, and to 
regulate her exhortations according to the intelli- 
gence she received. He was no sooner, there- 
fore, safely conveyed to bed (that academy in 
which all notable wives communicate their 
lectures), when her catechism began; and she 
in a moment perceived something reluctant and 
equivocal in her husband's answers. Aroused 
at this discovery, she employed her influence 
and skill with such success, that he disclosed 
every circumstance of what had happened ; and 
after having sustained a most severe rebuke for 
his simplicity and indiscretion, humbled himself 
so far as to promise that he would next day 
annul the condescensions he had made, and for 
ever renounce the ungracioiid object of her dis- 
gust. This undertaking was punctually per- 
formed in a letter to the commodore, which she 
herself dictated in these words : — 

" Sir— Whereas my good-nature being last night im- 

Fosed upon, I \^as persuaded to countenance and promise 
know not what to that vicious youth, whose parent I 
have the misfortune to be : I desire you will take notice 
that I revoke all such countenance atnd promises, and 
shall never look upon that man as my friend who will 
henceforth, in such a cause, solicit, — Sir, yours, &c. 

"Gam. Pickle." 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Trunnion is enraged at Ae conduct of Pickle— Peregrine 
resents the Injustice of his Mother, to wh6m he ex- 
plains his Sentiments in di Letter— Is entered at the 
University of Oxford, where he signalizes himself as 
a Youth of an enterprising Genius. 

Unspeakable were the transports of rage to 
which Tnmnion was incensed by this absurd 
renunciation : he tore the letter with his gums 
(teeth he had none), spit with fcurious grimaces, 
in token of the contempt he entertained /or the 
author, whom he not only danmed as a lousy, 
scabby, nastv, scurvy^ skulkiim^ lubberly noodle, 
but resolved to challenge to single combat with 
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fire and sword ; but he was dissuaded from this 
violent measure, and appeased by the interven- 
tion and advice of the lieutenant and Mr. Jolter, 
who represented the message as the effect of the 
poor man's infirmity, for which he was rather an 
object of pity than of resentment, and turned 
the stream of his indignation against the wife, 
whom he reviled accordingly. Kor did Pere- 
grine himself bear with patience this injurious 
declaration, the nature of which he no sooner 
understood from Hatchway, than, equally shocked 
and exasperated, he retired to his apartment, 
and, in the first emotions of his ire, produced 
the following epistle, which "was immediately 
conveyed to his^mother,— ^ 

"Madam, — Had nature formed me a bugbear to the 
sight, and inspired me with a soul as vicious as my body 
was detestable, perhaps I might have enjoyed particular 
marks of your affection and applause ; seeing you have 
penecuted me with such unnatural aversion, lax no other 
visible reason than that of my differing so widely in shafte 
as well as disposition from that deformed urchin who is 
the object of your tenderness and care. If those be the 
tenns on which alone I can obtain your favour, I pray 
God you may never cease to hate,— Madam* your much- 
injured son, " Peregrine Pickle." 

This letter, which nothing but his passion and 
inexperience could excuse, had such an effect 
upon his mother as may be easily conceived. 
She was enraged to a degree of frenzy against 
the writer ; though, at the same time, she con- 
sidered the whole as the production of. Mrs. 
Trunnion's particular pique, and represented it 
to her husband as an msult that he was bound 
in honour to resent, by breaking off all corre- 
spondence with the commodore and his family. 
This was a bitter pill to Gamaliel, who, through 
a long course of years, was so habituated to 
Trunnion's company, that he could as easily 
have parted wim a limb as have relinquished 
the club all at once. He therefore ventured to 
represent his own incapacity to follow her advice, 
and begged that lie might, at least, be allowed 
to drop the connection gradually, protesting that 
he would do his endeavour to give her all maimer 
ofsatis&ction. 

Meanwhile preparations were made for Pere- 
grine's departure to the university, and in a few 
weeks he set out, in the seventeenth year of his 
age, accompanied by the same attendants who 
lived with him at Winchester. His uncle laid 
strong injunctions upon him to avoid the com- 
pany of immodest women, to mind his learning, 
to let him hear of his wel£u:e as often as he 
could find time to write, and settled his appoint- 
ments at the rate of five liundred a year, indud- 
ing his govemor^s salary, which was one-fifth 
part of the sum. The heart of our yowig gentle- 
man dilated at die prospect of t]]« figure he 
should make with such a handsome annuity, the 
management of which was lefl to his own dis- 
cretion; and he amused his imagination with' 
the most agreeable reveries during his journey 
to Oxford, which he perfcHmed in two days. 
Here, being introduced to the head of the col- 
lege, to whom he had been recommended, ac- 
commodated withgented apavtments, entered as 
gentleman comnoner in the books, and pro- 



vided with a judicious tutor, instead of rehuniRg 
to the study of Greek and lAtin, in which he 
thought himself already sufficiently instmcted, 
he renewed his acquaintance with some of his 
old school-fellows, whom he found in the same 
situation, and was by them initiated in all the 
fashionable diversions of the place. 

It was not long before he made himself re- 
markable for his spirit and humour, which were 
so acceptable to the bucks of the university, that 
he was admitted as a member of their corpora- 
tion, and in a very little time became the most 
conspicuous personage of the whole fraternity. 
Not that he valued himself upon his ability in 
smoking the greatest number of pipes, and 
drinking the largest quantity of ale : these were 
qualifications of too gross a nature to captivate 
his refined ambition. He piqued himself on his 
talent for raillery, his genius and taste, his per- 
sonal accomplishments, and his success at in- 
trigue. Nor were his excursions confined to the 
small villages in the neighbourhood, which are 
commonly visited once a week by the students 
for the sake of carnal recreation. He kept his 
own horses, traversed the whole country in 
parties of pleasure, attended all the races within 
fifty miles of Oxford, and made frequent jaunts 
to London, where he used to lie incognito during 
the best part of many a term. 

The rules of the university were too severe to 
be observed by a youth of his vivacity; and 
therefore he became acquainted with the proctor 
betimes. But all the checks he received were 
insufficient to moderate his career ; he frecjuented 
taverns and coffee-houses, committed midnight 
frolics in the streets, insulted all the sober and 
pacific class of his fellow-students : the tutors 
themselves were not sacred from his ridicule ; 
he laughed at the magistrate, and n^ected every 
particular of college discipline. In vain did they 
attempt to restrain his irr^[ularities by the im- 
position of fines ; he was liberal to profusion, and 
therefore paid without reluctance. Thrice did 
he scale the windows of a tradesman, with whose 
daughter he had an affsdr of gallantry ; as often 
was he obliged to seek his safety by a precipitate 
leap ; and one night would, in all probability, 
have fallen a sacrifice to an ambuscade that was 
laid by the father, had not his trusty squire Pipes 
interposed in his behalf and manfully rescued 
him from the clubs of his enemies. 

In the midst of these excesses, Mr. Tolter, 
finding his admonitions neglected and his in- 
fluence utterly destroyed, attempted to wean his 
pupil from his extravagant courses, by engaging 
his attention in some more laudable pursuit. 
With this view he introduced him into a club of 
politicians, who received him with great demon- 
strations of regard, accommodated themselves 
more than he could have expected to his jovial 
disposition, and while they revolved schemes for 
the reformation of the state, drank with such 
devotion to the accomplishment of their plans, 
that, before parting, the cares of their patnotisro 
were quite overwhelmed. 

Peregrine, though he could not approve of 
their doctrine, reeved to attach himseM .for 
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some time to their company, because he per- 
ceived ample subject for his ridicule in the cnar- 
acters of these wrong - headed enthusiasts. It 
was a constant practice with them, in their mid- 
night consistories, to swallow such plentiful 
draughts of inspiration, that their mysteries 
commonly ended like those of the Bacchanalian 
orgia ; and they were seldom capable of main- 
taining that solemnity of decorum which, by the 
nature of their funotions, most of them were 
obliged to profess. Now, as Peregrine's satirical 
disposition was never more gratiHed than when 
he had an opportunity of exposing grave char- 
acters in ridiculous attitudes, he laid a mischiev- 
ous snare for his new confederates, which took 
effect in this manner : — In one of their nocturnal 
deliberations, he promoted such a spirit of good 
fellowship by the agreeable sallies of his wit, 
which were purposely levelled against their 
political adversaries, that by ten o'clock they 
were all ready to join in the mo^ extravagant 
proposal that could be made. They broke their 
glasses in consequence of his suggestion, drank 
healths out of their shoes, caps, and the bottoms 
of the candlesticks that stood before them, some- 
times standing with one foot on a chair, and the 
knee bent on the edge of the table ; and when 
they could no longer stand in that posture, set- 
ting their bare posteriors on the cold floor. 
They huzzaed, hallooed, danced, and sang, and, 
in short, were elevated to such a pitch of intoxi- 
cation, that when Peregrine proposed that they 
should bum their periwigs, the hint was imme« 
diately approved, and they executed the frolic as 
one man. Their shoes and caps underwent the 
same fate by the same instigation, and in this 
triln he led tliem forth into the street, where 
they resolved to compel everybody they should 
find to subscribe to their political creed, and 
pronounce the Shibboleth of their party. In the 
achievement of this enterprise, they met with 
more opposition than they expected ; they were 
encountered with arguments which they could 
not well withstand; the noses of some, and 
eyes of others, in a very little time bore the 
marks of obstinate disputation. Their conductor 
having at length engaged the whole body in a 
fray with another squadron which was pretty 
much in the same condition, he very fairly gave 
them the slip, and slyly retreated to his apart- 
ment, foreseeing that his companions would soon 
be favoured with the notice of their superiors : 
nor was he deceived in his prognostic ; the 
proctor, going his round, chanced to fall in 
with this tumultuous uproar, and, interposing 
his authority, found means to quiet the disturb- 
ance. He took cognizance of their names, and 
dismissed the rioters to their respective chambers, 
not a little scandalized at the behaviour of some 
among them, whose business and duty it was to 
set far other examples to the youth under their 
care and direction. 

About midnight, Pipes, who had orders to 
attend at a distance, and keep an eye upon 
Jolter, brought home that unfortunate governor 
upon his back, Per^[rine having beforehand 
secured his admittance into the college: and 



among other bruises, he was found to have 
received a couple of contusions on his face, 
which next morning appeared in a black circle 
that surrounded each eye. 

This was a mortifying circumstance to a man 
of his character and deportment, especially as 
he had received a message from the proctor, 
who desired to see him forthwith. With great 
humility and contrition he begged the advice of 
his pupil, who being used to amuse himself with 
painting, assured Mr. Jolter that he would cover 
those signs of disgrace with a slight coat of 
flesh-colour so dexterously, that it would be 
almost impossible to distinguish the artificial 
from the natural skin. The rueful governor, 
rather than expose such opprobrious tokens to 
the observation and censure of the ma^strate, 
submitted to the expedient. Although his coun- 
sellor had overrated his own skill, he was per- 
suaded to confide in the disguise, and actually 
attended the proctor, with such a staring addition 
to the natural ghastliness of his features, that his 
visage bore a very apt resemblance to some of 
those ferocious countenances that hang over the 
doors of certain taverns and ale-houses, under 
the denomination of the Saracen's head. 

Such a remarkable alteration of physiognomy 
could not escape the notice of the most undis- 
cerning beholder, much less the penetrating eye 
of his severe judge, already whetted with what 
he had seen over-night. He was therefore up- 
braided with this ridiculous and shallow artifice, 
and, together with the companions of his de- 
bauch, underwent such a cutting reprimand for 
the scandalous irregularity of his conduct, that 
all of them remained crest-fallen, and were 
ashamed, for many weeks, to appear in the 
public execution of their duty. 

Peregrine was too vain of \as finesse, to conceal 
the part he acted in this comedy, with the par- 
ticulars of which he regaled his companions, 
and thereby entailed upon himself the hate and 
resentment of the community whose maxims 
and practices he had disclosed : for he was con- 
sidered as a spy, who had intruded himself into 
their society, with a view of betraying it ; or, at 
best, as an apostate and renegado from the faith 
and principles which he had professed. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

He is insulted by his Tutor, whom he lampoons— Makes 
a considerable Progress in Polite Literature ; and, in 
an Excursion to Wmdsor, meets with Emilia by acci- 
dent, and b very coldly received. 

Among those who suffered by his craft and 
infidelity was Mr. Jumble, his own tutor, who 
could not at all digest the mortifying affront he 
had received, and was resolved to be revenged 
on the insulting author. With this view he 
watched the conduct of Mr. Pickle with the 
utmost rancour of vigilance, and let slip no 
opportunity of treating him with disrespect, 
which he knew the disposition of his pupil 
could less brook than any other severity it was 
in his power to exercise. 
Per^ine had been sevezal mornings absent 
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from chapel ; and as Mr. Jumble never failed to 
question him in a very peremptory style about 
his non-attendance, he invented some very 
plausible excuses ; but at length his ingenuity 
was exhausted : he received a very galling re- 
buke for his profligacy of morals ; and, that he 
might feel it the more sensibly, was ordered, by 
way of exercise, to compose a paraphrase in 
English verse upon these two lines in Vii^il :— 

Vane Ligur, frustraque animis elate superbis, 
Nequicquam patrias tentastt lubricus artes. 

The imposition of this invidious theme had 
all the desired effect upon Peregrine, who not 
only considered it as a piece of unmannerly 
abuse levelled against his own conduct, but also 
a retrospective insult on the memory of his 
grandfather, who, as he had been informed, was 
in his lifetime more noted for his cunning than 
candour in trade. 

Exasperated at this instance of the pedant's 
audacity, he had well nigh, in his first transports, 
taken corporal satisfaction on the spot ; but, fore- 
seeing the troublesome consequences that would 
attend such a flagrant outrage against the laws 
of the university, he checked his indignation, 
and resolved to revenge the injury in a more cool 
and contemptuous manner. Thus determined, 
he set on foot an inquiry into the particulars of 
Jumble's parentage and education. He learnt 
that the father of this insolent tutor was a brick- 
layer, that his mother sold pies, and that the 
son, in different periods of his youth, had amused 
himself in both occupations, before he converted 
his views to the study of learning. , Fraught 
with this intelligence, he composed the following 
ballad in doggrel rhymes ; and next day, pre- 
sented it as a gloss upon the text which the 
tutor had chosen : — 

Come, listen, ye students of every degree: 

I sing of a wit and a \\x\ax Perdie^ 

A statesman profound, a critic immense. 

In short a mere jumble of learning and sense ; 

And yet of his talents though laudably vain, 

His own family arts he could never attain. 

His father, intending his fortune to build, 

In his youth would have taught him the trowel to wield, 

But the mortar of discipline never would stick, 

For his skull was secured by a facing of brick ; 

And with all his endeavours of patience and pain. 

The skill of his sire he could never attain. 

His mother, a housewife neat, artful, and wise, 
Renowu'd for her delicate biscuit and i>ies. 
Soon alter'd his studies, by flattering^ his taste. 
From the raising of walls to the reanng of paste ! 
But all her instructions were fruitless and vain : 
The pie-making mystery he ne'er could attain. 

Yet true to his race, in his labours were seen 
A jumble of both their professions, I ween ; 
For, when his own genius he ventured to trust, 
His pies seem'd of brick, and his houses of cru^t. 
Then good Mr. Tutor, pray be not so vain, 
Since your family arts you could never attain. 

This impudent production was the most effectual 
vengeance he could have taken on his tutor, who 
had all the supercilious arrogance and ridiculous 
pride of a low-bom pedant. Instead of over- 
looking this petulant piece of satire with that 
temper and decency of disdain that became a 
person of his gravity and station, he no sooner 



cast his eye over the performance, than the blood 
rushed into his countenance, which immediately 
after exhibited a ghastly pale colour. With a 
quivering lip, he told his pupil, that he was an 
impertinent jackanapes ; and he would take care 
that he should be expelled from the university, 
for having presumed to write and deliver such a 
licentious and scurrilous libel. Peregrine an- 
swered, with great resolution, that when the 
provocation he had received should be known, 
he was persuaded that he should be acquitted by 
the opinion of all impartial people ; and that he 
was ready to submit the whole to the decision of 
the master. 

This arbitration he proposed, because he knew 
the master and Jumble were at variance; and, 
for that reason, the tutor durst not venture to put 
the cause on such an issue. Nay, when this 
reference was mentioned, Jumble, who was 
naturally jealous, suspected that Peregrine had 
a promise of protection before he undertook to 
commit such an outrageous insult ; and this 
notion had such an effect upon him, that he re- 
solved to devour his vexation, and wait for a 
more proper opportunity of gratifying his hate. 
Meanwhile, copies of the ballad were distributed 
among the students, who sang it under the very 
nose of Mr. Jumble, to the tune of ** A cobbler 
there was," &c. ; and the triumph of our hero 
was complete. Neither was his whole time de- 
voted to the riotous extravagances of youth. He 
enjoyed many lucid intervals, during which he 
contracted a more intimate acquaintance with 
the classics, applied himself to the reading of 
history, improved his taste for painting and 
music, in which he made some progress ; and, 
above all things, cultivated the study of natural 
philosophy. It was generally after a course of 
close attention to some of these arts and sciences, 
that his disposition broke out into those irregu- 
larities and wild sallies of a luxuriant imagination, 
for which he became so remarkable ; and he was 
perhaps th& only young man in Oxford who, 
at the same time, maintained an intimate and 
friendly intercourse with the most unthinking, a& 
well as the most sedate students at the university. 

It is not to be supposed that a young man of 
Peregrine's vanity, inexperience, and profusion, 
could suit his expense to his allowance, liberal 
as it was ; for he was not one of those fortunate 
people who are bom economists, and knew not 
the art of withholding his purse when he saw 
his companion in difficulty. Thus naturally 
generous and expensive, he squandered away 
his money, and made a most splendid appear* 
ance upon the receipt of his quarterly appoint- 
ment ; but, long before the third month was 
elapsed, his finances were consumed : and as he 
could not stoop to ask an extraordinary supply, 
was too proud to borrow, and too haughty to run 
ill debt with tradesmen, he devoted those periods 
of poverty to the prosecution of his studies, and 
shone forth again at the revolution of quarter- 

In one of these eruptions he and some of his'- 
companions went to Windsor, in order to see 
the royal apartments in the castle, whither ^sutj 
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repaired in the afiemooa ; oad as Per^^rine stood 
contemplating tlie pictare of Hercules and 
Omphale, one of his fellow-students whispered 
ia nis ear, '* Zounds! PicUe, there are two 
fine girls ! " He turned instantly about, and in 
one of them recognized his sdmost forgotten 
EmiKa ; her appearance acted upon his inu^^in- 
ation like a spark of fire that ialls among gun- 
powder ; that passion which had lain dormant 
for the space of two years, flashed up in a 
moment, and he was seized with a universal 
trepidation. She perceived and partook of his 
emotion ; for their souls, like unisons, vibrated 
with the same impulse. However, she called 
her pride and resentment to her aid, and found 
resolution enough to retire from such a dangerous 
scene. 

Alarmed at her retreat, he recollected all his 
assurance, and, impelled by love, which he could 
no longer resist, followed her into the next room, 
where, in the most disconcerted manner, he 
accosted her with "Your humble servant. Miss 
Gauntlet ; " to which salutation she replied, with 
an affectation of indifference, that did not, how- 
ever, conceal her agitation, "Your servant, sir ; ** 
and immediately extending her finger toward the 
picture of Duns Sootus, which is fixed over one 
of the doors, asked her companion, in a giggling 
tone, if she did not think he looked like a con- 
jurer? Peregrine, nettled into spirits by this 
reception, answered for the other lady, "that it 
was an easy matter to be a conjurer in those 
times, when the simplicity of the age assisted his 
divination; but were he, or Merlin himself, to 
rise from the dead now, when such deceit and 
dissimulation prevail, they would not be able to 
earn their bread ly the profession." — *' O ! sir," 
said she, turning full upon him, "without doubt 
they would adopt new maxims ; 'tis no disparage''^ 
ment in this enlightened age for one to alter one's 
opinion." — "No, sure, madam," replied the 
youth, with some precipitation, "provided the 
change be for the better." — "And should it 
happen otherwise," retorted the nymph, with a 
flirt of her fan, "inconstancy will never want 
countenance from the practice of mankind." — 
"True, madam," resumed our hero, fixing his 
eyes upon her ; "examples of levity are every- 
where to be met with." — "O Lord, sir," cried 
Emilia, tossing her head, "you'll scarce ever 
find a fop witiK}ut it." 

By this time his companion, seeing him 
engaged with one of the ladies, enterS into 
conversation with the other; and, in order to 
favour his friend's gallantry, conducted her into 
the next apartment, on pretence of entertaining 
her with the sight of a remarkable piece of 
painting. 

Peregrine, laying hold on this opportunity of 
being sJone with the object of his love, assumed 
a most seducing tenderness of look, and, heaving 
a profound sigh, asked if she had utterly dis- 
carded him from her remembrance. Reddening 
at this pathetic question, which recalled the 
memory of the imagined slight he had put upon 
her, she answered in great confusion, "Sir, I 
believe I once had the pleasure of seeing you at 



a ball la Windiefltcc.*'^'' MksEmilia," said he, 
very gravely, *' wiil yon be s« candid as to tell 
me what misbehaariour o£ mine you are pleased 
to punisfa, hf restricting your remembrance to 
that single occasion?" — "Mr. Pickle," she re- 
plied, in the same tone, '* it is -neither my 
province nor tnclination to judge yonr condoct ; 
and therefore you misapply your questioB when 
you ask such an explanation of me."<— "At 
least," resumed our lover, "give me the melan- 
choly satisfaction to know tor what offence of 
mine you refused to take the least notice of that 
letter which I had the honour to write from 
Winchester by your own express permission." — 
"Your letter, said miss, with great vivacity, 
" neither required, nor, in my opinion, deserved 
an answer ; and to be free with you, Mr. Pickle, 
it was but a shallow artifice to rid yourself of a 
correspondence you had deigned to solicit." 

Peregrine, confounded at this repartee, replied, 
that howsoever he might have &iled in point of 
elegance or discretion, he was sure he had not 
been deficient in expressions of respect and 
devotion for those charms, which it was his pride 
to adore: "As for the verses,** said he, "I 
own they were unworthy of the theme ; but I 
flattered myself that they would have merited 
your acceptance, though not your approbation, 
and been considered not so much as the proof of 
my genius, as the genuine effiision of my love." 
— " Verses ! " cried Emilia with an air of aston- 
ishment, "what verses? I really don't under- 
stand you." 

The young gentleman was thunderstruck at 
this exclamation ; to which, after a long pause, 
he answered : "I beg^n to suspect, and heartily 
wish it may appear, that we have misunderstood 
each other from the beginning. Pray, Miss 
Gauntlet, did you not find a copy of verses 
inclosed in that unfortunate letter?" — "Truly, 
sir," said the lady, "I am not so much of a 
connoisseur as to distinguish whether that face- 
tious production, which you merrily style an 
unfortunate letter, was composed in verse or 
prose ; but methinks, the jest is a little too stale 
to be brought upon the carpet again." So 
saying, she tripped away to her companion, and 
left her lover in a most tumultuous suspense. He 
now perceived that her neglect of his addresses 
when he was at Winchester, must have been 
owing to some mystery which he could not 
comprehend ; and she began to suspect and to 
hope that the letter which she received was 
spurious, though she could not conceive how 
that could possibly happen, as it had been 
delivered to her by the haiids of his own servant. 

However, she resolved to leave the task of 
unravelling this affair to him, who, she knew, 
would in&Uibly exert himself for his own as 
well as her satisfaction. She was not deceived 
in her opinion : he went up to her again at the 
staircase, and, as they were unprovided with a 
male attendant, insisted upon squiring the ladies 
to their lodgings. Emilia saw his drift, which 
was no other than to know where she lived ; 
and though she approved of his contrivance, 
thought it was incumbent upon her, for the 
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support ^f luer own 4ignUy» to decline the 
civility : she therefore thanked him for his polite 
offer, but would by oo meams consent to his 
giving himself sucfai unnecessary trouble, especi* 
ally as they had a very little way to walk. He 
was not repuJUed by thia refusal, the nature of 
which he perfectly understood; nor was she 
sorry to sec him persevere in his determination : 
he therefore accompanied them in their retmn, 
and made divers efforts to speak with Emilia in 
particul&r ; but she had a spice of the coquette 
in her disposition, and being determined to whet 
his impatience, artfully baffled all his endeavours, 
by keeping her companion continually engaged 
in the conversation, which turned upon the 
venerable appearance an4 imperial situation of 
the place. Thus tantalized, ne lounged with 
them to the door of the house in which they 
lodged, when his mistress, perceiving, by the 
countenance of her comrade, that she was on 
the point of desiring him to walk in, checked 
her intention with a frown ; then, turning to 
^Ir. Pickle, dropped him a very formal curtsy, 
seized the other youug lady bv the arm, and 
saying, *Xome, cousin- Sophy, vanished in a 
moment. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

After sundry unsuccessful EfTorts, he finds means to come 
to an Explanation with his Mistress ; and a Recon- 
ciliation ensues. 

Peregrine, disconcerted at their sudden dis- 
appearance, stood for some minutes gaping in 
the street, before he could get the better of his 
surprise ; and then deliberated with himself 
\vhether he should demand immediate admit- 
tance to his mistress, or choose some other 
method of application. Piqued at her abrupt 
behaviour, though pleased with her spirit, he 
set his invention to work, in oi-der to contrive 
some means of seeing her : and in a 6t of musing 
arrived at the inn, where he found his com- 
panions, whom he had left at the castle-gate. 
They had already made inquiry about the ladies ; 
in consequence of which he learnt that Miss 
Sophy was daughter of a gentleman in town to 
whom his mistress was related ; that an intimate 
friendship subsisted between the two yomig 
ladies ; that Emilia liad lived about a month 
with her cousin, and appeared at the last assem- 
bly, where she was universally admired ; and 
that several young gentlemen of fortune had 
since that time teased her witli addresses. 

Our hero's ambition was flattered, and his 
passion inflamed with this intelligence ; and he 
swore within himself that he wofld not quit the 
spot until he should have obtained an undisputed 
victory over all his rivals. 

That same evening he composed a most elo- 
quent epistle, in which he earnestly entreated 
that she would favour him with an opportunity 
of vindicating his conduct ; but she would neither 
receive his billet, nor see his me^enger. Balked 
in this effort, he inclosed it in a new cover 
directed by another hand, and ordered Pipes to 



ride next moroing to London, on purpose to dc« 
liver it at the post-office ; that coming by such 
conveyance, she might have no suspicion of the 
author, and open it before she shoula be aware oX 
tlie deceit. 

Three days he waited patiently for the effect of 
this stratagem, and, in the afternoon of tlie fourth, 
ventured to hazard a formal visit, in qiudity of an 
old acquaintance. But here too he lailed in his 
attempt : she was indisposed, and could not see 
company. These obstacles served only to in- 
crease his eagerness : he still adhered to hiji 
former resolution; and his companions, under- 
standing his determination, left him next day toi 
his own inventions. Thus relinquished to hist 
own ideas, he doubled his assiduity, and prac^ 
tised every method his imagination could sugg^est, 
in order to promote his plan. 

Pipes was stationed all day long within sight 
of her door, that he might be able to give bis 
master an account of her motions ; but she never 
went abroad except to visit in the neighbourhood, 
and was always housed before Perc^ine could 
be apprised of her appeamnce. He went to 
church with a view of attracting her notice, and 
humbled his deportment before her ; but she was 
so mischievously devout as to look at^ nothing 
but her book, so that he was not favoured with 
one glance of regard. He frequented the coffee- 
house, and attempted to contract an acquaintance 
with Miss Sophy s father, who, he hoped, would 
invite him to lus house ; but this expectation 
was also defeated. That prudent gentleman 
looked upon him as one of those forward fortune- 
hunters who go about the country seeking whom 
they may devour, and warily discouraged all kis 
advances. Chagrined by so many unsuccessful 
endeavours, he b^an to despair of accomplishing 
his aim ; and* as the last suggestion of his art, 
paid off his lodgii^, took horse at noon, and 
departed, in all appearance, for the place from 
whence he had come. He rode, however, but a 
few miles, and in the dusk of the evening re- 
turned unseen, alighted at another inn, ordered 
Pipes to stay within doors, and keeping himself 
incognito, employed another person as a sentinel 
upon Emilia. 

It was not long before he reaped the fruits of 
his ingenuity. Next day in the afternoon he was 
informed by bis spy that the two young ladies 
were gone to walk in the park, whither he fol-* 
lowed them on the instant, fully determined to 
come to an explanation with his mistress, even 
in presence of her friend, who might possibly be 
prevailed upon to interest herself in his behalf. 

When he saw them at such a distance that they 
could not return to town before he should have 
an opportunity of putting his resolution in prac^ 
tice, he mended his pace, and found means to 
appear before them so suddenly, that Emilia 
could not help expressing her surprise in a scream. 
Our lover, putting on a mien of humility and 
mortification, begged to know if her resentment 
was implacable ; and asked why she had so 
cruelly refused to grant him the common privir 
l^e that every criminal enjoyed. ''Dear Miss 
Sophy," said he, addressing himself to her con^ 
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panion, ** give me leave to implore your interces- 
sion with your cousin. I am sure you have 
humanity enough to espouse my cause, did you 
but know the justice of it ; and I flatter myself 
that by your kind interposition I may be able to 
rectify that fatal misunderstanding which hath 
made me wretched." — " Sir," said Sophy, " you 
appear like a gentleman, and I doubt not but 
your behaviour has been always suitable to your 
appearance ; but you must excuse me from un- 
dertaking any such office in behalf of a person 
whom I have not the honour to know." — 
"Madam," answered Peregrine, **I hope Miss 
Emy will justify my pretensions to that character, 
notwithstanding the mystery of her displeasure, 
which, upon my honour, I cannot for my soul 
explain. — "Lord! Mr. Pickle," said Emilia, 
who had by this time recollected herself, * * I never 
questioned your gallantry and taste ; but I am 
resolved that you shall never have cause to exer- 
cise your talents at my expense ; so that you 
tease yourself and me to no purpose. Come, 
Sophy, let us walk home again. — *.* Good God ! 
madam," cried the lover, with great emotion, 
** why will you distract me with such barbarous 
indifference ? Stay, dear Emilia ! — I conjure 
you on my knees to stay and hear me. By all 
that is sacred, I was not to blame. You must 
have been imposed upon by some villain who 
envied my good fortune, and took some treacher- 
ous method to ruin my love." 

Miss Sophy, who possessed a large stock of 
good-nature, and to whom her cousin had com- 
municated the cause of her reserve, seeing the 
young gentleman so much affected with that dis- 
dain which she knew to be feigned, laid hold on 
Emilia's sleeve, saying, with a smile, " Not quite 
so fast, Emily. I begin to perceive that this is a 
love-quarrel, and therefore there may be hopes 
of a reconciliation ; for I suppose both parties 
are open to conviction." — "For my own part," 
cried Peregrine, with great eagerness, " I appeal 
to Miss Sophy's decision. But why do I say 
appeal ? Though I am conscious of naving com- 
mitted no offence, I am ready to submit to any 
penance, let it be never so rigorous, that my fair 
enslaver herself shall impose, provided it will 
entitle me to her favour and forgiveness at last." 
Emily, well nigh overcome by this declaration, 
told him, that as she taxed him with no guilt, 
she expected no atonement, and pressed her 
companion to return to town. But Sophy, who 
was too indulgent to her friend's real inclination 
to comply with her request, observed that the 
gentleman seemed so reasonable in his conces- 
sions, that she began to think her cousin was in 
the wrong, and felt herself disposed to act as 
unipire in the dispute. 

Overjoyed at this condescension, Mr. Pickle 
thanked her in the most rapturous terms, and, 
in the transport of his expectation, kissed the 
hand of his kind mediatrix — a circumstance 
which had a remarkable effect on the counten- 
ance of Emilia, who did not seem to relish the 
warmth of his acknowledgment. 

After many supplications on one hand, and 
pressing remonstrances on the other, she yielded 



at length, and, turning to her lover, while her 
face was overspread with blushes, — " Well, sir," 
said she, " supposing t were to put the differ- 
ence on that issue, how could you excuse the 
ridiculous letter which you sent to me from 
Winchester? " This expostulation introduced a 
discussion of the whole afi^ir, in which all the 
circumstances were canvassed ; and Emilia still 
affirmed, with great heat, that the letter must 
have been calculated to affront her ; for she 
could not suppose the author was so weak as to 
design it for any other purpose. 

Peregrine, who still retained in his memory 
the substance of this unlucky epistle, as well as 
the verses which were inclosed, could recollect 
no particular expression which could have justly 
given the least umbrage ; and therefore, in the 
agonies of perplexity, begged that the whole 
might be submitted to the judgment of Miss 
Sophy, and faithfully promised to stand to her 
award. In short, this proposal was, with seem- 
ing reluctance, embraced by Emilia, and an 
appointment made to meet next day in the same 
place, whither both parties were desired to come 
provided with their credentials, according to 
which definitive sentence would be pronounced. 

Our lover, having succeeded thus far, over- 
whelmed Sophy with acknowledgments on ac- 
count of her generous mediation ; and in the 
course of their walk, which Emilia was now in 
no hurry to conclude, whispered a great many 
tender protestations in the ear of his mistress, 
who nevertheless continued to act upon the 
reserve, until her doubts should be more fully 
resolved. 

Mr. Pickle, having found means to amuse 
them in the fields till the twilight, was obliged 
to wish them good even, after having obtained a 
solemn repetition of their promise to meet him at 
the appointed time and place, and then retreated 
to his apartment, where he spent the whole night 
in various conjectures on the subject of this 
letter, the Gordian knot of which he could by no 
means untie. 

One while he imagined that some wag had 
played a trick on his messenger, in consequence 
of which Emilia had received a supposititious 
letter ; but, upon farther reflection, he could not 
conceive the practicability of any such deceit. 
Then he began to doubt the sincerity of his mis- 
tress, who perhaps had only made that a handle 
for discarding him, at the request of some 
favoured rival ; but his own integrity forbade 
him to harbour this mean suspicion ; and there- 
fore he was again involved in the labyrinth of 
perplexity. Next day he waited on the rack of 
impatience for the hour of five in the afternoon, 
which no sooner struck than he ordered Pipes to 
attend him, in case there should be occasion for 
his evidence, and repaired to the place of rendez- 
vous, where he had not tarried five minutes 
before the ladies appeared. Mutual compliments 
being passed, and the attendant stationed at a 
convenient distance, Peregrine persuaded them 
to sit down upon the grass, under the shade of a 
spreading oak, that they might be more at their 
ease ; while he stretched himself at their feet, 
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and desired that the paper on which his doom 
depended might be examined. It was accord- 
ingly put into the hand of his fair arbitress, who 
read it immediately with an audible voice. The 
first two words of it were no sooner pronounced, 
than he started, with great emotion, and raised 
himself upon his hand and knee, in which pos- 
ture he listened to the rest of the sentence ; then 
sprang upon his feet in the utmost astonishment, 
and, -glowing with resentment at the same time, 
exclaimed, ** Hell and the devil I what's all 
that ? Sure you make a jest of me, madam ! " — 
** Pray, sir," said Sophy, "give me the hearing 
for a few moments, and then urge what you shall 
think proper in your own deience.*' Having 
thus cautioned him, she proceeded ; but before 
she had finished one-half of the performance, 
her gravity forsook her, and she was seized with 
a violent fit of laughter, in which neither of the 
lovers could help joining, notwithstanding the 
resentment which at that instant prevailed in the 
breasts of both. The judge, however, in a little 
time, resumed her solemnity, and having read 
the remaining part of this curious epistle, all 
three continued staring at each other alternately 
for the space of half a minute, and then broke 
forth at the same instant in another paroxysm of 
mirth. From this unanimous convulsion, one 
would have thought that both parties were 
extremely well pleased with a joke, yet this was 
by no means the case. 

Emilia imagined tliat, notwithstanding his 
affected surprise, her lover, in spite of himself, 
had renewed the laugh at her expense, and in so 
doing applauded his own unmannerly ridicule. 
This supposition could not fail of raising and 
reviving her indig^tion, while Peregrine highly 
resented the indignity with which he supposed 
himself treated, in their attempting to make him 
the dupe of such a gross and ludicrous artifice. 
This being the situation of their thoughts, their 
mirth was succeeded by a mutual gloominess of 
aspect ; and the judge, addressing herself to Mr. 
Pickle, asked if he had anything to offer whv 
sentence should not be pronounced ? * *■ Madam, 
answered the culprit, '* I am sorry to find myself 
so low in the opinion of your cousin as to be 
thought capable of being deceived by such a 
shallow contrivance." — "Nay, sir," said Emilia, 
" the contrivance is your own ; and I cannot help 
admiring your confidence in imputing it to me. * 
—"Upon my honour, Miss Emily," resumed 
our hero, "you wrong my understanding, as 
well as my love, in accusing me of having writ- 
ten such a silly, impertinent performance. The 
very appearance and address of it is so unlike 
the letter which I did myself the honour to write, 
that I dare say my man, even at this distance of 
lime, will remember the difference. " 

So saying, he extended his voice, and beckoned 
to Pipes, who immediately drew near. His 
mistress seemed to object to the evidence, by 
observing that to be sure Mr. Pipes had his cue ; 
when Peregrine, begging she would spare him 
the mortification of considering him in such a 
dislionourable light, desired his valet to examine 
the outside of the letter, and recollect if it was 



the same which he had delivered to Miss Gaunt- 
let about two years ago. Pipes, having taken a 
sui)erficial view of it, pulled up his breeches, 
saying, "Mayhap it is, but we have made so 
many trips, and been in so many creeks and 
comers smce that time, that I can't pretend to- 
be certain ; for I neither keep journal nor log- 
book of our proceedings." Emilia commended 
him for his candour, at the same time darting a 
sarcastic look at his master, as if she thought he 
had tampered with his servant's integrity in vain ; 
and Peregrine began to rave and curse his fate 
for having subjected him to such mean suspicion, 
attesting heaven and earth in the most earnest 
manner, that far from having composed and con- 
veyed that stupid production, he had never seen 
it before, nor been privy to the least circumstance 
of the plan. 

Pipes, now, for the first time, perceived the 
mischief which he had occasioned ; and, moved 
with the transports of his master, for whom he 
had a most inviolable attachment, frankly de- 
clared he was ready to make oath that Mr. Pickle 
had no hand in the letter which he delivered. 
All three were amazed at this confession, tlie 
meaning of which they could not comprehend. 
Peregrine, afler some pause, leaped upon Pipes, 
and seizing him by the throat, exclaimed, in an 
ecstasy of rage, " Rascal ! tell me this instant 
what became of the letter I entrusted to your 
care." The patient valet, half-strangled as he 
was, squirted a collection of tobacco-juice out of 
one comer of his mouth, and with great deliber- 
ation replied, "Why, burnt it, you wouldn't 
have me ^ve the young woman a thing that 
shook all m the wind in tatters, would you ? " 
The ladies interposed in behalf of the distressed 
squire, from whom, by dint of questions which 
he had neither art nor inclination to evade, they 
extorted an explanation of the whole affair. 

Such ridiculous simplicity and innocence of 
intention appeared in the composition of his 
expedient, that even the remembrance of all the 
chagrin which it had produced, could not rouse 
their indignation, or enable them to resist a 
third eniption of laughter which they forthwith 
underwent. Pipes was dismissed, with many 
menacing injunctions to beware of such conduct 
for the future ; Emilia stood with a confusion 
of joy and tendemess in her countenance ; Pere- 
grine s eyes kindled into rapture, and, when 
Miss Sophy pronounced the sentence of recon- 
ciliation, advanced to his mistress, saying, 
"Truth is mighty, and will prevail;" then 
clasping her in his arms, very impudently ravished 
a kiss, which she had not power to refuse. 
Nay, such was the impulse of his joy, that he 
took the same freedom with the lips of Sophy, 
calling her his kind mediatrix and guanlian 
angel ; and behaved with such extravagance of 
transport, as plainly evinced the fervour and 
sincerity of his love. i 

I shall not pretend to repeat the tender pro- 
testations that were uttered on one side, or 
describe the bewitching glances of approbation 
with which they were received on the other ; 
suffice it to sav that the endearing intimacv of 
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your lemma, and consequently be obliged to 
refuse my assent to your deduction." 

Mr. Jolter was disconcerted at this declaration, 
and so much offended at Peregrine's disrespect, 
that he could not help expressing his displeasure, 
by telling him flatly, that he was too violent and 
headstrong to be reclaimed by reason and gentle 
means ; that he (the tutor) must be obliged, in 
the discharge of his duty and conscience, to inform 
the commodore of his pupiFs imprudence; that 
if the laws of this realm were effectual, they 
would take cognizance of the gipsy who had led 
him astray ; and observed, by way of contrast, 
that if such a preposterous intrigue had happened 
in France, she would have been clapped up in a 
convent two years ago. Our lover's eyes kmdled 
with indignation, when he heard his mistress 
treated with such irreverence : he could scarce 
refrain from inflicting manual chastisement on 
the blasphemer, whom he reproached in his 
wrath as an arrogant pedant, without either 
delicacy or sense, and cautioned him against 
using any such impertinent freedoms with his 
affairs for the future on paui of incurring more 
severe effects of his resentment. 

Mr. Jolter, who entertained very high notions 
of that veneration to which he thought himself 
entitled by his character and qualifications, had 
not borne, without repining, his want of influence 
and authority over his pupil, against whom he 
cherished a particular grudge ever since the 
adventure of the painted eye ; and therefore, on 
this occasion, his politic forbearance had been 
overcome by the accumulated motives of his dis- 
gust. Indeed, he would have resigned his charge 
with disdain, had not he been encouraged to 
persevere, by the hopes of a good living which 
Tnmnion had in his gift, or known how to 
dispose of himself for the present to better 
advantage. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

He receives a Letter from his Aunt, breaks with the Com- 
modore, and disobliges the Lieutenant, who, never- 
theless, undertakes his Cause. 

Meanwhile he quitted the youth in high 
dudgeon, and that same evening despatched a 
letter for Mrs. Trunnion, which was dictated by 
the first transports of his passion, and of course 
replete with severe animadversions on the mis- 
conduct of his pupil. In consequence of this 
complaint, it was not long before Peregrine 
received an epistle from his aunt, wherein she 
commemorated all the circumstances of the com- 
modore's benevolence towards him, when he was 
helpless and forlorn, deserted and abandoned by 
his own parents ; upbraided him for his misbe- 
haviour,' and neglect of his tutor's advice ; and 
insisted upon his breaking off all intercourse with 
that girl who had seduced his youth, as he valued 
the continuance of her affection and her husband's 
regard. 

As our lover's own ideas of generosity were 
extremely refined, he was shocked at the in- 
delicate insinuations of Mrs. Trunnion, and felt 



all the pangs of an ingenuous mind that labours 
under obligations to a person whpm it contemns. 
Far from obeying her injunction, or humbling 
himself by a submissive answer to her reprehen- 
sion, his resentment buoyed him up above every 
selfish consideration ; he resolved to attach him- 
self to Emilia, if possible, more than ever ; and 
although he was tempted to punish the officious- 
ness of Jolter, by recriminating upon his life and 
conversation, he generously withstood the im- 
pulse of his passion, because he knew that his 
governor had no oth^r dependence than the good 
opinion of the commodore. He could not, 
however, digest in silence the severe expostula- 
tions of his aunt ; to which he replied by the 
following letter, addressed to her husband : 

" Sir, — ^Though my temjxer could never stoop to offer ^ 
nor, I believe, yoiir disposition deign to receive, that gross 
incense which the illiberal only expect, and none but the 
base-minded condescend to pay; my sentiments have 
always done justice to your generosity, and my intention 
scrupulously adhered to the dictates of my duty. Conscious 
of this integrity of heart, I cannot but severely feel your 
lady's unkind (I will not call it ungenerous) recapitulation 
of the favours I have received ; and, as I take it for 
granted that you knew and approved of her letter, I must 
beg leave to assure you, that, far from being swayed by 
menaces and reproach, I am determined to embrace^ the 
most abject extremity of fortune, rather than submit to 
such dishonourable compulsion. When I am treated \x\. 
a more delicate and respectful manner, I hope I shall 
behave as becomes, — Sir, your obliged " P. Picklb." 

The commodore, who did not understand those 
nice distinctions of behaviour, and dreaded the 
consequence of Peregrine's amour, against which 
he was strangely prepossessed, seemed exasper- 
ated at the insolence and obstinacy of this 
adopted son ; to whose epistle he wrote the 
following answer, which was transmitted by the 
hands of Hatchway, who had orders to bring 
the delinquent along with him to the garrison : — 

** Hbark ve, Child, — You need not bring your fine 
speeches to bear upon me : you only expend your ammu- 
nition to no purpose. Your aunt told you nothing but 
truth ; for it is always fair and honest to be above-board, 
d'ye see. I am informed as how you are in chace of a 
painted galley, which will decoy you upon the fiats of 
destruction, unless you keep a better look-out and a surer 
reckoning than you have hitherto done ; and I have sent 
Jack Hatchway to see how the land lies, and warn you of 
your danger : if so be as you will put about ship, and let 
him steer you into this harbour, you shall meet with a safe 
berth and friendly reception ; but if you refuse to alter your 
course, you cannot expect any farther assistance from 
yours, as you behave, " Hawser Trunnion." , 

Peregrine was equally piqued and disconcerted 
at the receipt of this letter, which was quite 
different from what he had expected ; and de- 
clared in a resolute tone to the lieutenant, who 
brought it, that he might return as soon as he 
pleased, for he was determined to consult his 
own inclination, and remain for some time longer 
where he was. 

Hatchway endeavoured to persuade him, by 
all the arguments which his sagacity and friend- 
ship could supply, to show a little more deference 
for the old man, who was by this time rendered 
fretful and peevish by the gout, which now 
hindered him from enjoying himself as usual, and 
who might, in his passion, take some step very 
much to the detriment of the young gentleman, 
whom he had hitherto considered as l£ own son. 
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Among other remonstrances, Jack observed that 
mayhap Peregrine had got under Emilia's 
hatches, and did not choose to set her adrift ; 
an .1 that if that was the case, he himself would 
take charge of the vessel, and see her cargo safely 
delivered; for he had a respect for the young 
woman, and his needle pointed towards matri* 
mony ; and as, in all probability, she could not 
be much the worse for the wear, he would make 
shift to scud through life with her under an easy 
sail. 

Our lover was deaf to all his admonitions, and, 
having thanked him for this last instance of his 
complaisance, repeated his resolution of adhering 
to his first purpose. Hatchway, having profited 
so little by mild exhortations, assumed a more 
peremptory aspect, and plainly told him that he 
neither could nor would go home without him ; 
so he had best make immediate preparation for 
the voyage. 

Peregrine made no other reply to this declar- 
ation than by a contemptuous smile, and rose 
from his seat in order to retire ; upon which the 
lieutenant started up, and, posting himself by the 
door, protested, with some menacing gestures, 
that he would not suffer him to run a-head 
neither. The other, incensed at his presumption, 
in attempting to detain him by force, tripped up 
his wooden leg, and laid him on his back in a 
moment ; then walked deliberately towards the 
park, in order to indulge his reflection, which 
at that time teemed with disagreeable thoughts. 
He had not proceeded two hundred steps, when 
he heard something blowing and stamping behind 
him ; and, looking back, perceived the lieutenant 
at his heels, with rage and indignation in his 
countenance. This exasperated seaman, im- 
patient of the affront he had received, and for- 
getting all the circumstances of their foimer 
intimacy, advanced with great eagerness to his 
old friend, saying, "Look ye, brother, you're a 
saucy boy, and if you was at sea, I would have 
your backside brought to the davit for your dis- 
obedience ; but as we are on shore, you and I 
must crack a pistol .at one another : here is a 
brace ; you shall take which you please." 

Peregrine, upon recollection, was sorry for 
having been laid under the necessity of dis- 
obliging honest Jack, and very frankly asked his 
pardon for what he had done. But this con- 
descension was misinterpreted by the other, who 
refused any other satisfaction but that which an 
officer ought to claim ; and, with some irreverent 
expressions, asked if Perry was afraid of his 
bacon? The youth, inflamed at this unjust 
insinuation, darted a ferocious look at the 
challenger, told him he had paid but too much 
r^rard to his infirmities, and bid him walk 
forward to the park, where he would soon 
convince him of his error, if he thought his 
concession proceeded from fear. 

About this time, they were overtaken by 
Pipes, who, having heard the lieutenant's fall, 
and seen him pocket his pistols, suspected there 
was a quarrel in the case, and followed him 
with a view of protecting his master. Peregrine, 
seeing him arrive, and guessing his intention, 



assumed an air of serenity ; and pretending that 
he had left his handkerchief at the inn, ordered 
his man to go thither and fetch it to him in the 
park, where he would find them at his return. 
This command was twice repeated before Tom 
would take any other notice of the message, 
except by shaking his head ; but being urged 
with many threats and curses to obedience, he 
gave them to understand that he knew their 
drift too well to trust them by themselves. ** As 
for you, Lieutenant Hatchway," said he, **I 
liave been vour shipmate, and know you to be a 
sailor, that s enough ; and as for master, I know 
him to be as good a man as ever ^tept betwixt 
stem and stem, whereby, if you have anything 
to say to him, I am your man, as the saying is. 
Here's my sapling, and I don't value your 
crackers of a ropers end." This oration, the 
longest that ever Pipes was known to make, he 
concluded with a nourish of his cudgel, and 
enforced with such determined refusals to leave 
them, that they found it impossible to bring the 
cause to mortal arbitrement at that time, and 
strolled about the park in profound silence ; 
during which, Hatchway's indignation subsiding, 
he, all of a sudden, thrust out his hand as an 
advance to reconciliation, which being cordially 
shaken by Peregrine, a general pacification en- 
sued ; and was followed by a consultation about 
the means of extricating the youth from his 
present perplexity. Had his disposition been 
like that of most other young men, it would 
have been no difficult task to overcome his diffi- 
culties ; but such was the obstinacy of his pride, 
that he deemed himself, bound in honour to 
resent the letters he had received ; and instead 
of submitting to the pleasure of the commodore, 
expected an acknowledgment from him, with- 
out which he would listen to no terms of accom- 
modation. "Had I been his own son," said 
he, ** I should have borne his reproof, and sued 
for forgiveness; but knowing myself to be on 
the footing of an orphan, who depends entirely 
upon his benevolence, I am jealous of everything 
that can be construed into disrespect, and insist 
upon being treated with the most punctual 
regard. I shall now make application to my 
father, who is obliged to provide for me by the 
ties of nature, as well as the laws of the land ; 
and if he shall refuse to do me justice, I can 
never want employment while men are required 
for his Majesty^ service." 

The lieutenant, alarmed at this intimation, 
begged he would take no new step until he 
should hear from him ; and that very evening 
set out for the garrison, where he gave Trunnion 
an account of the miscarriage of his negotiation, 
told him how highly Peregrine was offended at 
the letter, communicated the young gentleman's 
sentiments and resolution, and finally assured 
him, that unless he should think proper to ask 
pardon for the offence he had committed, he 
would, in all appearance, never more behold 
the &ce of his godson. 

The old commodore was utterly confounded 
at this piece of intelligence : he had expected all 
the humility of obedience and contrition from 
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the young man ; and, instead of that, received 
nothing but the most indignant opposition, and 
even found himself in the circumstances of an 
offender, obliged to make atonement, or forfeit 
all correspondence with his &vourite. These 
insolent conditions at first threw him into an 
agony of wrath ; and he vented execrations with 
such rapidity that he left himself no time to 
breathe, and had almost been suffocated with 
his choler. - He inveighed bitterly against the 
ingratitude of Peregrine, whom he mentioned 
with many opprobrious epithets, and swore that 
he ought to be keelhauled for his presumption ; 
but when he began to reflect more coolly upon 
the spirit of the young gentleman, whidi had 
already manifested itself on many occasions, and 
listened to the suggestions of Hatchway, whom 
he had always considered as an oracle in his 
way, his resentment abated, and be determined 
to take Perry into favour again ; this placability 
being not a little facilitated by Jack's narrative 
of our hero's intrepid behaviour at the assembly, 
Its well as the contest with him in the park. But 
still this plaguy amour occurred like a bugbear to 
his imagination ; for he held it as an infallible 
maxim, that woman was an eternal source of 
misery to man. Indeed, this apophthegm he 
seldom repeated since his marriage, except in 
the company of a very few intimates, to whose 
secrecy and discretion he could trust. Finding 
Jack himself at a nonplus in the affair of Emilia, 
he consulted Mrs. Trunnion, who was equally 
surprised and offended when she understood 
that her letter did not produce the desired 
effect; and afler having imputed the youth's 
obstinacy to lus uncle's unseasonable indulgence, 
had recourse to ^ advice of the parson, who, 
still with an eye to his friend's advantage, coun- 
selled them to send the young gentleman on his 
travels, in the course of which he would, in all 
probability, forget the amusements of his greener 
years. The proposal was judicious, and imme- 
diately approved; when Trunnion, going into 
his closet, after divers efforts, produced the fol- 
lowing billet, with which Jack departed for 
Windsor that same afternoon :— 

*' My good Lad, — If I save ofTence in my last letter 
I'm sorry for't, d'ye see : I thought it was the hkeliest way 
to bring ]rou im ; but, in time to come, ycu shall have a 
larger swing of cable. When you can spare time, I shall 
be glad if you will make a short trip and see your aunt, 
and him who is— Your loving eodfather and humble 
servant. " Hawssk Trunnioiv. 

" P.S. If you want money, you may dzaw upon me 
payable at sight." 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

He becomes Melancholy and Despondent— Is favoured 
with the condescending Letter from his Unde— 
Reconciles himself to his Governor, and sets out with 
Kmilia and her Friend for Mrs. Gauntlet's House. 

Peregrine, ibitified as he was with pride and 
indignation, did not ikil to feel the smarting 
suggestions of his present «ituation : after having 
lived so long in an affluent and imperious man- 
ner, he could ill brook the thoughts of submit- 
ting to the mortifying exigencies of life. All 



the gaudy schemes of pomp and pleasure, which 
his luxuriant imagination had formed, began to 
dissolve ; a train of melancholy ideas took pos> 
session of his thoughts ; and the prospect of 
losing Emilia was not the least part of his afflic- 
tion. Though he endeavonsed to suppress the 
chagrin that preyed upon his heart, he could not 
conceal the disturbance of his mind from the 
penetration of that amiable young lady, who 
sympathized \vith him in her heart, though she 
could not give her tongue the Uberty of asking 
the cause of his disorder ; for, notwithstanding 
all the ardour of his addresses, he never could 
obtain from her the declaration of a mutual 
flame ; because, though he had hitherto treated 
her with the utmost reverence of respect, he had 
never once mentioned the final aim of his pas> 
sion. However honourable she supposed it to 
be, she had discernment enough to foresee that 
vanity or interest, co-operating with the levity 
of youth, might one day deprive her of her 
lover, and she was too proud to give him any 
handle of exulting at her expense. Although he 
was received by her with the most distinguished 
civility, and even an intimacy of friendship, all 
his solicitations could never extort from her an 
acknowledgment of love : on the contrary, being 
of a gay disposition, she sometimes coquetted 
with other admirers, that his attention thus 
whetted might never abate, and that he might 
see she had other resources in case he should flag 
in his affection. 

This being the prudential plan on which she 
acted, it cannot be. supposed that she would 
condescend to inquire mto the state of his 
thoughts when she saw him thus affected ; but 
she, nevertheless, imposed that tadc on her j 
cousin aiul confidant, who, as they waOced toge* j 
ther in the park, observed that he seemed to be 
out of humour. When this is the case, such a 
question generally increases the disease ; at least 
it had that effect up<m Perogrine, who replied 
somewhat peevishly, "I assure you, madam, 
you never was more mistaken in your observa- 
tions."— "I thmk so, too," said Emilia, "for I 
never saw Mr. Pickle in higher spirits.'* This 
ironical encomium completed his confiision : he | 
affected to smile, but it was a smile of anguish, 
and in his heart he cursed the vivacity of both. 
He could not for his soul recollect himself so as 
to utter one connected sentence ; and the sus- 
picion that they observed every circiunstance of 
his behaviour, threw such a damp on his spirits 
that he was quite overwhelmed with shame and 
resentment, when Sophy, casting her eyes to- 
wards the gate, said, ** Yonder is your servant, 
Mr. Pickle, with another man who seems to 
have a wooden leg." Peregrine started at this 
intelligence, and immediatdy underwent sundry 
changes of complexion, knowing that his fate, m 
a great measure, depended upon the information 
he would reoeive from his friend. 

Hatchway, advancing to the company, after a 
brace of sea bows to the ladies, took the youth 
aside, and put the commodore's letter into his 
hand, which threw him into such an agitation 
that he could scarce pronounce, ** Ladies, will 
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you give me leave?" When, in consequence of 
their permission, he attempted to open the bUIeti 
he fumbled with such manifest disorder, that his 
mistress, who watched his motions, b^an to 
think there was something -very interesting in the 
message ; and so much was she affected with his 
concern, that she was fain to turn her hea4 
another way^ and wipe the tears from her lovely 
eyes. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine no sooner read the first 
sentence than his countenance, which before was 
overcast with a deep gloom, began to be lighted 
up ; and every feature unbending by degrees, he 
recovered his serenity. Having perused the 
letter, his eyes sparkling with joy and gratitude, 
he hugged the lieutenant in his arms, and pre- 
sented him to the ladies as one of his best 
friends. Jack met with a most gracious recep- 
tion, and shook Emilia by the hand, telling her, 
with the familiar appellation of ''old acquaint- 
ance," that he did not Care how soon he was 
master of such another clean-going frigate as 
herself The whole company partook of this 
favourable change that evidently appeared in our 
lover*s recollection, and enlivened his conversa- 
tion with -such an uncommon flow of sprightli- 
ness and good humour, as even made an impres* 
sion on the iron countenance of Pipes himself, 
who actually smiled with satisfaction as he 
walked behind them. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, they 
directed their course homeward ; and while the 
valet attended Hatchway to the inn, Peregrine 
escorted the ladies to their lodgings, where he 
owned the justness of Sophy's remark in saying 
he was out of humour, and told them he had 
been extremely chagrined at a difference which 
had happened between him and his uncle, to 
whom, by the letter which they had seen him 
receive, he now found himself happily reconciled. 

Having received their congratulations, and 
declined staying to sup with them, on account of 
the longing desire he had to converse with his 
friend Jack, he took his leave, and repaired to 
the inn, where Hatchway informed him of every- 
thing that had happened in the garrison upon 
his representations. Far from being disgusted, 
he was perfectly well pleased with the prospect 
of going abroad, which flattered his vanity and 
ambition, gratified his thirst after knowledge, 
and indulged that turn for observation, for which 
he had been remai^able from his most tender 
years. Neither did he believe a short absence 
would tend to the prejudice of his love, but, on 
the contrary, enhance the value of his heart, 
because he should return better accomplished, 
and, consequently, a more welcome offering to 
his mistress. Elevated with these sentiments, 
his heart dilated with joy ; and the sluices of his 
natural benevolence being opened by this happy 
turn of his affairs, he sent his compliments to 
Mr, Jolter, to whom he had not spoken during a 
whole week, and desired he would favour Mr. 
Hatchway and him with his company at supper. 

The governor Was not weak enough to decline 
this invitation ; in consequence of which he forth- 
with appeitred, and was cordially welcomed by 



the relenting pupil, who expressed his sorrow for 
the misunderstanding which had pi«vailed be- • 
tween them, and assured him that for the future 
he would avoid givmg him any just cause of 
complaint. Jolter, who did not want affections, 
was melted by this acknowledgment, which he 
could not have expected; and earnestly pro- ' 
tested, that his chief^study had always been, and 
ever should be, to promote Mr. Pickle's interest 
and happiness. 

The best part of the night being spent in the 
circulation of a cheerful glass, the company broke 
up ; and next morning Per^^rine went out with 
a view of making his mistress acquainted with 
his uncle's intention of sending him out of the 
kingdom for his improvement, and of saying 
everything which he thought necessary for the 
interest of his love. He found her at breakfast 
with her cousin ; and, as he was very full of the 
subject of his visit, had scarce fixed himself in 
his seat, when he brought it upon the carpet, by 
asking, with a smile, if the ladies had any com- 
mands for Paris ? Emilia at this question b^gan 
to stare, and her confidant desired to know who 
was going thither ? He no sooner gave them to 
understand that he himself intended in a short 
time to visit that capital, than his mistress with 
great precipitation wished him a good journey, 
and affected to talk with indifference about 'the 

Eleasures he would enjoy in France ; but when 
e seriously assured Sophy, who asked if he was 
in earnest, and his uncle actually insisted upon 
his making a short tour, the tears gushed in poor 
Emilia's eyes, and she was at great pains to con- 
ceal her concern, by observing that the tea was 
so scalding hot, as to make her eyes water. This 
pretext was too thin to impose upon her lover, or 
even deceive the observation of her friend Sophy, 
who, after breakfast, took an opportunity of 
quitting the room. 

Thus left by themselves. Peregrine imparted 
to her what he had learnt of the conunodore's 
intention, without, however, mentioning a syl- 
lable of his being offended at their correspond* 
ence; and accompanied his information with 
such fervent vows of eternal constancy and 
solemn promises of a speedy return, that Emily's 
heart, which had been invaded by a suspicion 
that this scheme of travelling was the effect of- 
her lover's inconstancy, be^in to be more at 
ease; and she could not help signifying faer 
approbation of his design. 

This affair being amicably compromised, he 
asked how soon she proposed to set out for her 
mother's house ; and understanding that her 
departure was fixed for next day b^t one, and 
that her Cousin Sophy intended to accompany 
her in her father's chariot, he repeated Ins in- 
tention of attending her. In the mean time he 
dismissed the governor and the lieutenant to tihe 
garrison, with his compliments to his aunt and 
the commodore, and a faithful promise off his 
being with them in six days at farthest. These 
previous measures being taken, he, attended by 
Pipes, set out with the latdtes; and they liad 
also a couTOy for twelve miles from Sophy's 
father, who, at parting, recommended them. 
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piously to the care of Peregrine, with whom, by 
this time, he was perfectly well acquainted. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

They lAeet with a dreadful Alarm on the Road — ^Arrive 
at their tourney's end— Peregrine is introduced to 
Emily's Brother — ^These two young Gentlemen mis- 
understand each other — Pickle departs for the 
Garrison. 

As they travelled at an easy rate, they had per- 
formed something more than one half of their 
journey, when they were benighted near an inn, 
at which they resolved to lodge ; the accommod- 
ation was very good, they supped together with 
great mirth and enjoyment, and it was not till 
after he had been warned by the yawns of the 
ladies, that he conducted them to their apart- 
ment ; where, wishing them good night, he 
retired to his own, and went to rest. The house 
was crowded with country-people who had been 
at a neighbouring fair, and now regaled them- 
selves with ale and tobacco in the yard ; so that 
their consideration, which at any time was but 
slender, being now overwhelmed by this debauch, 
they staggered into their respective kennels, and 
left a liglfted candle sticking to one of the 
wooden pillars that supported the gallery* The 
flame in a little time laid hold on the wood, 
which was as dry as tinder; and the whole 
gallery was on fire, when Peregrine suddenly 
waked, and found himself almost suffocated. 
He sprang up in an instant, slipped on his 
breeches, and, throwing open the door of his 
chamber, saw the whole entry in a blaze. 

Heavens ! what were the emotions of his soul, 
when he beheld the volumes of flame and smoke 
rolling towards the room where his dear Emilia 
lay ! Regardless of his own danger, he darted 
himself through the thickest of the gloom, when 
knocking hard, and calling at the same time to 
the ladies, with the most anxious entreaty to be 
admitted, the door was opened by Emilia in her 
shift, who asked, with the utmost trepidation, 
what was the matter? He made no reply, but 
snatching her up in his arms, like another i^neas, 
bore her through the flames to a place of safety ; 
where leaving her before she could recollect her- 
self, or pronounce one word, but ''Alas; my 
Cousin Sophy ! " he flew back to the rescue of 
that young lady, and found her already delivered 
by Pipes, who having been alarmed by the smell 
of fire, had got up, rushed immediately to the 
chamber where he knew these companions lodged, 
and (Emily being saved by her lover) brought off 
Miss Sophy with the loss of his own shock-head 
of liair, which was singed off in his retreat. 

By this time the whole inn was alarmed; 
every lodger, as well as servant, exerted himself, 
in order to stop the progress of this calamity : 
and there being a well-replenished horse-pond 
in the yard, in less than an hour the fire was 
totally extinguished, without having done any 
other damage than that of consuming about two 
yards of the wooden gallery. 

All this time our young gentleman closely at- 
tended his fair chaxge, each of whom had swooned 



with apprehension ; but as their constitutions 
were good, and their spirits not easily dissipated, 
when upon reflection they found themselves and 
their company safe, and that the flames were 
happily quenched, the tumult of their fears sub- 
sided, they put on their clothes, recovered their 
good humour, and began to rally each other on 
the trim in which they had been secured. Sophy 
observed that now Mr. Pickle had an indisput- 
able claim to her cousin's affection ; and there- 
fore she ought to lay aside all affected reserve for 
the future, and frankly avow the sentiments of 
her heart. Emily retorted the argument, putting 
her in mind, that by the same claim Mr. Pipes 
was entitled to the like return from her. Her 
friend admitted the force of the conclusion, pro- 
vided she could not find means of satisfying her 
deliverer in another shape ; and, turning to the 
valet, who happened to be present, asked if his 
heart was not otherwise engaged? Tom, who 
did ,not conceive the meaning of the question, 
stood silent according to custom ; and the inter- 
rogation being repeated, answered, with a grin, 
*' Heart-whole as a biscuit, I'll assure you, mis- 
tress." — "What!" said Emilia, "have you 
never been in love, Thomas?" — "Yes, for- 
sooth," replied the valet without hesitation, 
" sometimes of a morning." 

Peregrine could not help laughing, and his 
mistress looked a little disconcerted at this blunt 
repartee : while Sophy, slipping a purse into his 
hand, told him there was something to purchase 
a periwig. Tom, having consulted his master's 
eyes, refused the present, saying, " No, thank 
ye as much as if I did ; " and though she in- 
sisted upon his putting it in his pocket, as a small 
testimony of her gratitude, he could not be pre- 
vailed upon to avail himself of her generosity ; 
but following her to the other end of the room, 
thrust it into her sleeve without ceremony, ex- 
claiming, "I'll be d d to hell if I do." 

Peregrine, having checked him for his boorish 
behaviour, sent him out of the room, and begged 
that Miss Soph^ would not endeavour to debauch 
the morals of his servant, who, rough and uncul- 
tivated as he was, had sense enough to perceive 
that he had no pretension to any such acknow- 
ledgment. But she argued, with great vehemence, 
that she should never be able to make an acknow- 
ledgment adequate to the service he had done 
her, and that she should never be perfectly easy 
in her own mind until she found some oppor- 
tunity of manifesting the sense she had of the 
obligation : "I do not pretend," said she, " to 
reward Mr. Pipes ; but I shall be absolutely un- 
happy, unless I am allowed to give him some 
token of my regard." 

Peregrine, thus earnestly solicited, desired, 
that since she was bent upon displaying her gen- 
erosity, she would not oestow upon him anv 
pecuniary gratification, but honour him with 
some trinket, as a mark of consideration ; because 
he himself had such a particular value for the 
fellow, on account of his attachment and fidelity, 
that he should be sorry to see him treated on the 
footing of a common mercenary domestic. There 
was not one jewel in the possession of this grate- 
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fill young lady, that she would not have gladly 
given as a recompense, or badge of distinction, 
to her rescuer ; but his master pitched upon a 
seal ring of no gi-eat value that hung at her 
watch, and Pipes, being called in, had permission 
to accept that testimony of Miss Sophy's favour. 
Tom received it accordingly with sundry scrapes ; 
and, having kissed it with great devotion, put it 
on his little finger, and strutted off, extremely 
proud of his acquisition. 

Emilia, with a most enchanting sweetness of 
aspect, told her lover that he had instructed her 
how to behave towards him ; and taking a dia- 
mond ring from her finger, desired he would 
wear it for her sake. He received the pledge as 
became him, and presented another in exchange, 
which she at first refused, alleging that it would 
destroy the intent of her acknowledgment ; but 
Peregrine assured her he had accepted her jewel, 
not as a proof of her gratitude, but as the mark 
of her love ; and that if she refused a mutual 
token, he should look upon himself as the object 
of her disdain. Her eyes kindled, and her 
cheeks glowed with resentment at this impudent 
intimation, which she considered as an unseason- 
able insult, and the young gentleman, perceiv- 
ing her emotipn, stooa corrected for his temerity, 
and asked pardon for the liberty of his remon- 
strance, which he hoped she would ascribe to the 
prevalence of that principle alone, which he had 
always taken pride in avowing. 

Sophy, seemg him disconcerted, interposed in 
his behalf, and chid her cousin for having prac- 
tised such unnecessary affectation ; upon which, 
Emilia, softened into compliance, held out her 
finger as a signal of her condescension. Pere- 
grine put on the rmg with great eagerness, and 
mumbled her soft white hand in an ecstasy which 
would not allow him to confine his embraces to 
that limb, but urged him to seize her by the 
waist, and snatch a delicious kiss from her love- 
pouting lips ; nor would he leave her a butt to 
the ridicule of Sophy, on whose mouth he in- 
stantly committed a rape of the same nature : so 
that the two friends, countenanced by each other, 
reprehended him with such gentleness of rebuke, 
that he was almost tempted to repeat the offence. 

The morning being now lighted up, and the 
servants of the inn on foot, he ordered some cho- 
colate for breakfast ; and at the desire of the 
ladies, sent Pipes to see the horses fed, and the 
chariot prepared, while he went to the bat, and 
discharged the bill. 

These measures being taken, they set out 
about five o'clock, and having refreshed them- 
selves and their cattle at another inn on the road, 
proceeded in the afternoon. Without meeting 
with any other accident, they safely arrived at 
the place of their destination, where Mrs. Gaunt- 
let expressed her joy at seeing her old friend 
Mr. rickle, whom, however, she kindly re- 
proached for the long discontinuance of his 
regaid. Without explaining the cause of that 
interruption, he protested that his love and esteem 
had never been discontinued, and that for the 
future he should omit no occasion of testifying 
how much he had her friendship at heart. She 



then made him acquainted with her son, who at 
that time was in the house, being excused from 
his duty by furlough. 

This young man, whose name was Godfrey, 
was about the age of twenty, of a middling size, 
vigorous make, remarkably well-shaped, and the 
scars of the small-pox, of which he bore a good 
number, added a peculiar manliness to the air of 
his countenance. His capacity was good, and 
his disposition naturally frank and easy ; but he 
had been a soldier from his infiancy, and his 
education was altogether in the military style. 
He looked upon taste and letters as mere pedant- 
ry, beneath the consideration of a gentleman ; 
and everv civil station of life as mean, when 
comparea with the profession of arms. He had 
made great progress in the gymnastic sciences of 
dancing, fencing, and riding; played perfectly 
well on the German flute ; and, above all things, 
valued himself upon a scrupulous observance of 
all the points of honour. 

Had Peregrine and he considered themselves 
upon equal footing, in all probability tliey would 
have, immediately entered into a league of inti- 
macy and friendship : but this sufficient soldier 
looked upon his sister's admirer as a young 
student raw from the university, and utterly 
ignorant of mankind ; while Squire Pickle beheld 
Godfrey in the light of a needy volunteer, greatly 
inferior to himself in fortune, as well as every 
other accomplishment. This mutual misunder* 
standing could not fail of producing animosities. 
The very next day after Peregrine's arrival, some 
sharp repartees passed between them in presence 
of the ladies, before whom each endeavoured to 
assert his own superiority. In these contests our 
hero never failed of obtaining the victory, be- 
cause his genius was more acute, and his tsilents 
better cultivated, than those of his antagonist, 
who therefore took umbrage at his success, be- 
came jealous of his reputation, and began to 
treat him with marks of^scom and disrespect. 

His sister saw, and, dreading the consequence 
of his ferocity, not only took him to task in 
private for his impolite behaviour, but also en- 
treated her lover to make allowances for the 
roughness of her brother's education. He kindly 
assured her, that whatever pains it might cost 
him to vanquish his own impetuous temper, he 
would, for her sake, endure all the mortifications 
to which her brother's arrogance might expose 
him ; and, after having stayed with her two 
days, and enjoyed several privatt interviews, 
during which .he acted tlie part of a most pas* 
sionate lover, he took his leave of Mrs. Gauntlet 
overnight, and told the .young ladies he would 
call early next morning to bid them farewell. 
He did not neglect this piece of duty, and found 
the two frien£ and breakfast already prepared 
in the parlour. All three being extremely af- 
fected with the thoughts of parting, a most 
pathetic silence for some time prevailed, till 
Peregrme put an end to it by lamenting his fate, 
in being obliged to exile himself so long from 
the dear object of his most interesting wish; 
He begged, with the most earnest supplications, 
that she would now, in consideration of the cruel 
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absence lie must suffer, give him the consolation 
nvhidi she hacLhitherto refused ; namely, that of 
knowing he possessed a place within her heart. 
The confidante seconded his request, represent- 
ing that it was now no time to disguise her 
sentiments, when her lover was about to leave 
the kingdom, and might be in danger of con- 
tracting other connections, unless he was con- 
firmed in his constancy, by knowing how far he 
could depend upon her love ; and, in short, she 
was plied with such irresistible importunities, 
that she answered in the utmost confusion, 
"Though I have avoided literal acknowledg- 
ments, methinks the circumstances of my be- 
haviour might have convinced Mr. Pickle that I 
do not regard him as a common acquaintance." 
— " My charming Emily ! *' cried the impatient 
lover, throwing himself at her feet, **why will 
you deal out my happiness in such scanty por- 
tions ? Why will you thus mince the declaration 
which would overwhelm me with pleasure, and 
cheer my lonely reflection, while I sigh amid 
the solitude of separation ? " His fair mistress, 
melted by this image, replied, with the tears 
gushing from her eyes, ** I'm afraid I shall feel 
that separat4on more severely than you imagine " 
Transported at this flattering confession, he 
pressed her to his breast, and while her head 
reclined upon his neck, mingled his tears with 
hers in great abundance, breathing the most 
tender vows of eternal fidelity. The gentle heart 
of Sophy could not bear this scene unmoved : 
she wept with sympathy, and encouraged the 
lovers to resign themselves to the will of fate, 
and support their spirits with the hope of meet- 
ing again on happier terms. Finally, after mutual 
promises, exhortations, and endearments, Pere- 
grine took his leave, his heart being so full that 
he could scarce pronounce the word Adieu ! and, 
mounting his horse at the door/ set out with 
Pipes for the garrison. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

PcrcffTine is ova-taken by Mr. Gaundet, with whom he 
fights a Duel, and contracts an intimate Friendship- 
He arrives at the Garrison, and finds his Mother as 
implacable as ever— He is insulted by his Brother 
Gam, whose Preceptor be disciplines with a Horse- 
whip. 

In order to expel the melancholy images that 
Aook possession of his fancy, at parting from his 
mistress, he called in the flattering ideas of those 
pleasures he expected to enjoy in France ; and 
before he had rode ten miles, his imagination 
was effectually amused. While he thus prose- 
/cuted his, travels by anticipation, and indulged 
himself in all the insolence of hope, at the turn- 
ing of a lane he was all of a sudden overtaken 
by Emilia's brother on horseback, who told him 
he was riding the same way, and should be glad 
of his company. This young gentleman, whether 
prompted by personal pique, or actuated with 
zeal for the honour of his family, had followed 
our hero, with the view of obliging him to ex- 
plaui the nature of his attachment to his sister. 
Peregrme returned his compliment with such. 



disdainful civility as gave him room to believe 
that he suspected his errand; and therefore, 
without further preamble, he declared his busi- 
ness in these words : ** Mr. Pickle, you have 
carried on a correspondence with my sister for 
some time, and I should be glad to know the 
nature of it." To this ouestion our lover replied, 
** Sir, I should be glad to know what title you 
have to demand that satisfaction?" — "Sir," 
answered the other," I demand it in the capacity 
of a brother, jealous of his own honour, as well 
as of his sister's reputation ; and if your inten- 
tions are honourable, you will not refuse it." — 
"Sir," said Peregrine,'*! am not at present 
disposed to appeal to your opinion for the recti- 
tude of my intentions : and I think you assume 
a little too much importance, in pretending to 
judge my conduct." — " Sir," replied the soldier, 
** I pretend to judge the conduct of every man 
who interferes with my concerns, and even to 
chastise him, if I think he acts amiss." — "Chas- 
tise ! " cried the youth, with indignation in his 
looks, ** sure you dare not apply that term to 
me?" — **You are mistaken," said Godfrey; 
** I dare do anything that becomes the character 
of a gentleman."— "Gentleman, God wot!" 
replied |he other, looking contemptuously at his 
equipage, which was none of the most superb, 
** a very pretty gentleman, truly ! " 

The soldier's wrath was inflamed by this 
ironical repetition, the contempt of which his 
conscious poverty made him feel ; and he called 
his antagonist presumptuous boy, insolent up- 
start, with other epithets, which Perry retorted 
with great bitterness. A formal challenge hav- 
ing passed between them, they alighted at the 
fii-st inn, and walked into the next field, in order 
to decide their quarrel by the sword. Having 
pitched upon the spot, helped to pull off each 
other's boots, and laid aside their coats and 
waistcoats, Mr. Gauntlet told his opponent, that 
he himself was looked upon in the army as an 
expert swordsman, and that if Mr. Pickle had 
not made that science his particular study, they 
should be upon a more equal footing in using 
pistols. Peregrine was too much incensed to 
thank him for his plain dealing, and too confid- 
ent of his own skill to relish the other's proposal, 
which he accordingly rejected : then, drawing 
his sword, he observed, that were he to treat 
Mr. Gauntlet according to his deserts, he would 
order his man to punish his audacity with a 
horsewhip. Exasperated at this expression, 
which he considered as an indelible affront, he 
made no reply, but attacked his adversary with 
e<jual ferocity and address. The youth parried 
his first and second thrust, but received the 
third in the outside of his sword-arm. Though 
the wound was superficial, he was transported 
with rage at sight of his own blood, and re- 
turned tlie assault with such fury and precipit- 
ation, that Gauntlet, loath to take advantage of 
his unguarded heat, stood upon the defensive. 
In the second lounge, Peregrine's weapon enter- 
ing a kind of network in the shell of Godfrey's 
sword, the blade snapped in two, and le^t him 
at the mercy of the soldier, who, far from making 
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an insolent use of the victory he had gained, 
put up his Toledo with great deliberation, like 
•a- man -who had been used to that kind of ren- 
counters, and observed that such a blade as 
Peregrine's was not TO be trusted with a man's 
life : then advising the owner to treat a gentle- 
man in distress with more respect for the future, 
he. slipped on his boots, and with sullen dignity 
of demeanour stalked back to the inn. 

Though Pickle was extremely mortified at his 
miscarriage in this adventure, he was also struck 
with the behaviour of his antagonist, which 
affected him the more, as he understood that 
Godfrey's yf^r// had proceeded from the jealous 
sensibility of a gentleman declined into the vale 
of misfortune. Gauntlet's valour and modera- 
tion induced him -to put a favourable construc- 
tion on all those circumstances of that young 
soldier's conduct, which before had given him 
disgust. Though in any other case he would 
have industriously avoided the least appearance 
of submission, he followed his conqueror to the 
inn, with a view of thanking him for his gener- 
ous forbearance, and of soliciting his friendship 
and correspondence. 

Godfrey had his foot in the stirrup to mount, 
when Peregrine, coming up to him, desired he 
would defer his departure for a quarter of an 
hour, and favour him with a little private con* 
versation. The soldier, who mistook the mean- 
ing of the request, immediately quitted his horse, 
and folio wecl Pickle into a chamber, where he 
expected to find a brace of pistols loaded on the 
table : but he was very agreeably deceived, 
when our hero, in the most respectful terms, 
acknowledged his noble deportment in the field, 
owned that till then he had misunderstood his 
character, and begged that he would honour him 
with his intimacy and correspondence. 

Gauntlet, who had seen undoubted proofs of 
Peregrine's courage, which had considerably 
raised him in his esteem, and had sense enough 
to perceive that this concession was not owing 
to any sordid or sinister motive, embraced his 
offer with demonstrations of infinite satisfaction. 
When he understood the terms on which Mr. 
Pickle was with his sister, he proffered his 
service in his turn, either as agent, mediator, or 
confidant J nay, to' give this new friend a con- 
vincing proof -of his sincerity, he disclosed to 
him a passion which he had for some time enter- 
tained for his cousin Miss Sophy, though he 
durst not reveal his sentiniients to her father, lest 
lie should be offended at his presumption, and 
withdraw his protection from the family. 

Peregrine's generous heart was wrung with 
anguish, when he understood that this young 
gentleman, who was the only son of a distin- 
guished officer, had carried arms for the space 
of five years, ' without being able to obtain a 
subaltern's commission, though he always had 
behaved with remarkable regularity and spirit, 
and -acquired the friendship and esteem of all 
the officers under whom he had served. He 
would, at that time, with the utmost pleasure, 
have shared his finances with him ; but as he 
would-not run theJrisk of offending the young 



soldier's delicacy of honour by a premature 
exertion of his libemlity, he resolved to insinuate 
himself into an intim&cy with hitti, before he 
would venture to take -such freedoms ; and with 
that view pressed Mr. Gauntlet to' accompany 
him to the garrison, where he did not doubt of 
liaving influence enough to make him a welcome 
guest. Godfrey thanked him very courteously 
for his invitation, which he said he could not 
immediately accept ; but promised, if he would 
favour him with a letter, and fix the time at 
which he proposed to set out for France, he 
would endeavour to visit him at the commodore's 
habitation, and from thence give him a convoy 
to Dover. This new treaty being settled, and a 
dossil of lint, with a snip of plaster, applied to 
our adventurer's wound, he parted from the 
brother of his dear Emilia, to whom and his 
friend Sophy he sent his kindest wishes ; an<t 
having lodged one night upon the road, arrived- 
next day in the afternoon at the garrison, where 
he found all his friends in good h6alth| and 
overjoyed at his return. 

The commodore, who was by this time turned 
of seventy, and altogether crippled by the gout, 
seldom went abroad ; and as his conversation 
was not very entertaining, had but little company 
within doors ; so that his spirits must have quite 
stagnated, had not they been kept in motion by 
the conversation of Hatchway, and received at 
different times a wholesome fillip from the dis- 
cipline of his spouse, who, by the force of pride, 
religion, and Cognac, had erected a most terrible 
tyranny in the house. There was such a quick 
circulation of domestics in the family, that evfery 
suit of livery had been woni by figures of all 
dimensions. Trunnion himself had long before 
this time yielded to the torrent of her arbitrary 
sway, though not without divers obstinate efforts 
to maintain his liberty ; and now, that he was 
disabled by his infirmities, when he used to hear 
his empress singing the loud Orthyan song among 
the servants below, he would often in whispers 
communicate to the lieutenant hints of what he 
would do if so be as how he was not deprived of 
the use of his precious limbs. Hatchway was 
the only person whom the temper of Mrs. 
Trunnion respected, either because she dreaded 
his ridicule, or looked upon his person with eyes 
of affection. This being the situation of things 
in the garrison, it is not to be doubted that the 
old gentleman highly enjoyed the presence of 
Peregrine, who found means to ingratiate himself 
so effectually with his aunt, that while he re- 
mained at home, she seemed to have exchanged 
the disposition of a tigress for that of a gentle 
kid ; but he found his own mother as implacable, 
and his father as much hen-pecked, as ever. 

Gamaliel, who now very seldom enjoyed the 
conversation of his old friend the- commodore, 
had some time ago entered into an amicable 
society, consisting of the barber, apothecary, 
attorney, and exciseman of the parish,^ among 
whom he used to spend the evening at Tuniey's, 
and listen to their disputes upon philosophy and 
politics with great comfort and edification, while 
nis soveieign lady domineered At home- as ^isuat, 
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visited with great pomp in the neighbourhood, 
and employed her chiet care in the education of 
her darling son Gam, who was now in the 
fifteenth year of his age, and so remarkable for 
his perverse disposition, that, in spite of his 
Tnother*s influence and authority, he was not 
only hated, but also despised, both at home and 
abroad. She had put him under the tuition of 
the curate, who lived in the family, and was 
obliged to attend him in all his exercises and 
excursions. This governor was a low-bred 
fellow, who had neither experience nor ingenuity, 
but possessed a large fund of adulation and 
servile complaisance, by which he had gained 
the good graces of Mrs. Pickle, and presided 
over all her deliberations in the same manner as 
his superior managed those of Mrs. Trunnion. 

He had one day rode out to take the air with 
his pupil, who, as I have already observed, was 
odious to the poor people, for having killed their 
dogs and broken their inclosures, and, on account 
of his hump, distinguished by the title of My 
Lord, when in a narrow lane they chanced to 
meet. Peregrine on horseback. The young squire 
no sooner perceived his elder brother, for whom 
he had beien instructed to entertain the most 
inveterate grudge, than he resolved to insult him 
en passant, and actually rode against him full 
gallop. Our hero, guessing his aim, fixed him- 
self in his stirrups, and by a dexterous manage- 
ment of the reins avoided the shock in such a 
manner as that their legs only should encounter ; 
by which means my lord was tilted out of his 
saddle, and in a twinkling laid sprawling in the 
dirt. The governor, enraged at the disgrace of 
his charge, advanced with great insolence and 
fury, and struck at Peregrine with his whip. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to our young 
gentleman than this assault, which furnished 
him with an opportunity of chastising an of!icious 
wretch, whose petulance and malice he had 
longed to punish. He therefore, spurring up 
his horse towards his antagonist, overthrew him 
in the middle of a hedge. Before he had time 
to recollect himself from the confusion of the 
fall, Pickle alighted in a trice, and exercised his 
horsewhip with such agility about the curate's 
face and ears, that he was fain to prostrate him- 
self before his enraged conqueror, and implore 
his forbearance in the most abject terms. While 
Peregrine was thus employed, his brother Gam 
had made shift to rise and attack him in the 
rear ; for which reason, when the tutor was 
quelled, the victor faced about, snatched the 
weapon out of his hand, and having broken it to 
pieces, remounted his horse and rode of!*, without 
deigning to honour him with any other notice. 

The condition in which they returned produced 
infinite clamour against the conqueror, who was 
represented as a rufhan who had lain in ambush 
to make away with his brother, in whose defence 
the curate was said to have received those cruel 
stripes that hindered him from appearing for 
three whole weeks in the performance of his 
duty at church. Complaints were made to the 
commodore, who, having inquired into the cir- 
cumstances of the affair, approved of what his 



nephew had done, adding, with many oaths, that 
p]X>vided Peregrine had been out of the scrape, 
he wished Crook-back had broken his neck in 
theialL 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

He projects a plan of Revenge, which is ezecutecl against 

the Cutate. 

Our hero, exasperated at the villainy of the 
curate, in the treacherous misrepresentation he 
had made of this rencounter, determined to prac- 
tise upon him a method of revenge, which should 
be not only effectual but also unattended with 
any bad consequence to himself. For this purpose 
he and Hatchway, to whom he imparted his 
plan, went to the ale-house one evening, and 
called for an empty room, knowing there was no 
other but that which they had chosen for the 
scene of action. This apartment was a sort of a 
parlour that fronted the kitchen,, with a window 
towards the yard, where after they had sat some 
time, the lieutenant found means to amuse the 
landlord in discourse, while Peregrine, stepping 
out into the yard, by the talent of mimickry, 
which he possessed in a surprising degree, 
counterfeited a dialogue between the curate and 
Tunley's wife. This reaching the ears of the 
publican, for whose hearing it was calculated, 
mflamed his naturally jealous disposition to such 
a degree, that he could not conceal his emotion, 
but made a hundred efforts to quit the room ; 
while the lieutenant, smoking his pipe with great 
gravity, as if he neither heard what passed nor 
took notice of the landlord's disorder, detained 
him on the spot by a succession of questions, 
which he could not refuse to answer ; though he 
stood sweating with agony all the time, stretching 
his neck every instant towards the window 
through which the voices were conveyed, scratch- 
ing his head, and exhibiting sundry other 
symptoms of impatience and agitation. At 
length the supposed conversation came to such a 
pitch of amorous complaisance, that the husband, 
quite frantic with his imaginary disgrace, rushed 
out of the door crying, *' Coming, sir;" but as 
he was obliged to make a circuit round one-half 
of the house. Peregrine had got in by the window 
before Tunley arrived in the yard. 

According to the feigned intelligence he had 
received, he ran directly to the barn, in expect- 
ation of making some very extraordinary dis- 
covery ; and having employed some minutes in 
rummaging the straw to no purpose, returned in 
a state of distraction to the kitchen, just as his 
wife chanced to enter at the other door. The 
circumstance of her appearance confirmed him 
in the opinion that the deed was done. As the 
disease of being henpecked was epidemic in the 
parish, he durst not express the least hint of his 
uneasiness to her, but resolved to take vengeance 
on the libidinous priest, who he imaging had 
corrupted 4he chastity of his spouse. 

The two confederates, in order to be certified 
that their scheme had taken effect, as well as to 
blow up the flame which they had kindled, called 
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for Tunley, in whose countenance they could easily 
discern his confusion. Peregrine, desiring him 
to sit down and drink a glass with them, b^an to 
interrogate him about his family, and, among 
other things, asked him how long he had been 
married to that handsome wife. This question, 
which was put with an arch significance of look, 
alarmed the publican, who began to fear that 
Pickle had overheard his dishonour ; and this 
suspicion was not at all removed when the lieu- 
tenant, with a sly regard, pronounced, ** Tunley, 
wam't you noosed by the curate?" — **Yes, I 
was," replied the landlord, with an eagerness 
and perplexity of tone, as if he thought the lieu- 
tenant knew that thereby hung a tale: and 
Hatchway supported the suspicion by answering, 
" Nay, as for that matter, the curate may be a 
very sufficient man in his way. " This transition 
from his wife to the curate convinced him that 
his shame was known to his guests ; and, in the 
transport of his indignation, he pronounced with 
great emphasis, <*A sufficient man I Odds 
heart 1 I believe they are all wolves in sheep's 
clothing. I wish to God I could see the day, 
master, when there shall not be a priest, an 
exciseman, or a custom-house officer in the king- 
dom. As for that fellow of a curate, if I do 

catch him It don't signify talking But, 

by the Lord !— GenUemen, my service to 
you." 

The associates being satisfied, by these abrupt 
insinuations, that they had so far succeeded in 
their aim, waited with impatience two or three 
days in expectation of hearing that Tunley had 
fallen upon some method of being revenged for 
this imaginary wrong ; but finding that either his 
invention was too shallow, or his inclination too 
languid, to gratify their desire of his own accord, 
they determined to bring the affair to such a 
crisis, that he should not be able to withstand the 
opportunity of executing his vengeance. With 
this view, they one evening hired a boy to run 
to Mr. Pickle's house, and tell the curate that 
Mrs. Tunley being taken suddenly ill, her hus- 
band desired he would come immediately and 
pray with her. Meanwhile they had taken 
possession of a room in the house ; and. Hatch- 
way engaging the landlord in conversation, 
Peregrine, in his return from the yard, observed, 
as if by accident, that the parson was gone into 
the kitchen, in order, as he supposed, to catechise 
Tunley's wife. 

The publican started at this intelligence, and, 
under pretence of serving another company in 
the next room, went out to the bam, where, 
arming himself with a flail, he repaired to a lane 
through which the curate was under a necessity 
of passing in his way home. There he lay in 
ambush, with fell intent ; and when the supposed 
author of his shame arrived, greeted him in the 
dark with such a salutation, as forced him to 
stagger backward three paces at least. If the 
second application had taken effect, in all prob- 
ability- that spot would have been the boundary of 
the parson's mortal peregrination ; but luckily for 
him, his antagonist was not expert in the man- 
agement of his weapon, which, by a twist of the 



thong that connected the legs, instead of pitching 
uiK>n the head of the astonished curate, de- 
scended in an oblique direction on his own pate, 
with such a swing that the skull actually rang 
like an apothecary's mortar, and ten thousand 
lights seemed to dance before his eyes. Tlie 
curate recollecting himself during the respite he 
obtained from this accident, and believmg his 
aggressor to be some thief who lurked in that 
place for prey, resolved to make a running fight, 
until he shoulil arrive within cry of his habitation. 
With this design he raised up his cudgel for the 
defence of his head, and, betaking himself to 
his heels, began to roar for help with the lungs 
of a Stentor. Tunley, throwing away the flail, 
which he durst no longer trust with the execution 
of his revenge, pursu^ the fugitive with all the 
speed he could exert; and the other, either 
unnerved by fear or stumbling over a stone, was 
overtaken before he had run a hundred paces. 
He no sooner felt the wind of the publican's Hst 
that whistled round his ears, than he fell flat 
upon the earth at full length, and the cudgel 
flew from his unclasping hand ; when Tunley, 
springing like a tiger on his back, rained 'such a 
sfiower of blows upon his carcase, that he im- 
agined himself under the discipline of ten pair of 
fists at least ; yet the imaginary cuckold, not 
satisfied with annoying the priest in this manner, 
laid hold on one of his ears with his teeth, and 
bit so unmercifully, that the curate was found 
almost entranced with pain by two labourers, at 
whose approach the assailant retreated unper- . 
ceived. 

The lieutenant had posted himself at the 
window, in order to see the landlord at his first 
return : and lio sooner perceived him enter the 
yard, than he called him into the apartment, 
impatient to learn the effects of their stratagem. 
Tunley obeyed the summons, and appeared 
before his guests in all the violence of rage, 
disorder, and fatigue : his nostrils were dilated 
more than one-half beyond their natural ca- 
pacity, his eyes rolled, his teeth diattered, he 
snored in breathing as if he had been oppressed 
by the nightmare, and streams of sweat flowed 
down each side of his forehead. 

Peregrine, affecting to start at the approach 
of such an uncouth figure, asked if he had been 
wrestling with a spirit ; upon which he answered, 
with great vehemence, "Spirit I No, no, master, 
I have had a roll and tumble with the flesh. 
A dog ! I'll teach him to come a caterwauling 
about my doors." Guessing, from this reply, 
that his aim was accomplished, and curious to 
know the particulars of the rencounter, " Well, 
then," said the youth, "I hope you have pre- 
vailed against the flesh, Tunley." — ** Yes, yes," 
answered the publican, "I have cooled his 
capissens, as the saying is : I have played such 
a tune about his ears, that I'll be bound he 
shan't long for music this month. A goatish, 
ram-faced rascal f Why, he's ^ perfect parish 
bull, as I hope to live." 

Hatchway, observing that he seemed to have 
made a stout battle, desired he would sit down 
and recover wind ; and after he had swallowed 
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a brace of bumpers, his vanity prompted him 
to expatiate upon his own exploit in such a 
manner, that the confederates, without seeming 
to know the curate was his antag(Miist, became 
acquainted with every circumstance of the 
ambuscade. 

Tunley had scarce got the better of his 
agitation, when his wife, entering the room, 
told them, by way of news, that some waggish 
body had sent Mr. Sackbut the curate to pray 
with her. This name inflamed the husband's 
choler anew; and, forgetting all his complais- 
ance for his spouse, he replied with a rancorous 
grin, ** Add rabbit him ! I doubt not but you 
found his admonitions deadly comfortal^k 1 " 
The landlady, looking at her vassal with a 
sovereign aspect, ** Wiiat crotchets," said she, 
**have you got in your fool's head, I trow? I 
know no business you have to sit here like a 
gentleman with your arms akimbo, when there's 
another company in the house to be served.** 
The submissive husband took the hint, and 
without further expostulation sneaked out of the 
roonL 

Next day it was reported that- Mr. Sackbut 
had been waylaid and almost murdered by 
robbers, and an advertisement was pasted upon 
the church-door, offering a reward to any person 
that should discover the assassin ; but he reaped 
no satisfaction from this expedient, and was 
confined to hLs chamber a whole fortnight, by 
the bruises he had received. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

Mr. Sackbut and his Pupil conspire against Peregprine, 
who, being apprised of their Design by^ his Sister, 
takes measures for counterworking their Scheme, 
which is executed by mistake upon Mr. Gauntlet — 
This young Soldier meets with a cordial reception 
from the Commodore, who generously decoys him 
into his own interest. 

When he considered the circumstances of the 
ambuscade, he could not persuade himself that 
he had been assaulted by a common thief, 
because it was not to be supposed that a robber 
would have amused himself in pommelling rather 
than in rifling his prey; he therefore ascribed 
his misfortune to the secret enmity of some per- 
son who had a design upon his life ; and, upon 
mature deliberation, fixed his suspicion upon 
Peregrine, who was the only man on earth from 
whom he thought he deserved such treatment. 
He communicated his conjecture to his pupil, 
who readily adopted his opinion, and advised 
him strenuously to revenge the wrong by a like 
contrivance, without seeking to make a narrower 
inquiry, lest his enemy should be thereby put 
upon his guard. 

This proposal being relished, they in concert 
revolved the means of retorting the ambush with 
interest, and actually laid such a villainous plan 
for attacking our hero in the dark, that, had it 
'been executed according to their intention, the 
young gentleman's scheme of travelling would 
liave beea effectually marred. But their machin- 



ations were overheard by Miss Pickle, who 
was now in the seventeenth year of her age, 
and, in spite of the prejudice of education, enter- 
tained in secret a most sisterly afTection for her 
brother Perry, though she had never spoken to 
him, and was deterred by the precepts, vigilance, 
and menaces of her mother, from attempting any 
means of meeting him in private. She was not, 
however, insensible to his praise, which was 
loudly sounded forth in the neighbourhood ; and 
never failed of going to church, and every other 
place, where she thought she might have an 
opportunity of seeing this amiable brother. With 
these sentiments it cannot be supposed that she 
would hear the conspiracy without emotion. 
She was shocked at the treacherous barbarity of 
Gam, and shuddered at the prospect of the aan« 
ger to which Petegrine would be exposed from 
their m9.1ice. She durst not communicate this 
plot to her mother, because she was afraid that 
lady's unaccountable aversion for her first-born 
would hinder her from interposing in his- behalf, 
and consequently render her a sort of accomplice 
in the guilt of his assassins. She therefore re- 
solved to warn Peregrine of the conspiracy, an 
account of which she transmitted to him in an 
affectionate letter, by means of a young gen- 
tleman in that neighbourhood, who made his 
addresses to her at that time, and who, at her 
request, offered his service to our hero, in 
defeating the projects of his adversaries. 

Peregrine was startled when he read the par- 
ticulars of their scheme, which was no other than 
an intention to sally upon him when he should 
be altogether unprovided against such an attack, 
cut off his ears, and otherwise mutilate him in 
such a manner that he should have no cause to 
be vain of his person for the future. Incensed 
as he was against the brutal disposition of his 
own father's son^ he could not help being moved 
at the integrity and tenderness of his sister, 
of whose inclinations towards )iim he had been 
hitherto kept in ignorance. He thanked, the 
gentleman for his honourable dealing, and ex- 
pressed a desire of being better acquainted with 
his vu'tues ; told him that now he Was cautioned^ 
he hoped there would be no necessity for giving 
him any further trouble^ and wrote by him a letter 
of acknowledgment to his sister, for whom he 
expressed the utmost love and regard, beseeching 
her to favour him with an interview before his 
departure, that he might indulge his fraternal 
fondness, and be blessed with the company and 
countenance of one at least belonging to his own 
family. 

Having imparted this discovery to his friend 
Hatchway, they came to a resolution of counter- 
mining the plan of their enemies. As they did not 
choose to expose themselves to the insinuatioiis 
of slander, which would have exerted itself at 
their expense, had they, even in defending them- 
selves, employed any harsh means of retaliation, 
they invented a method of disappointing and dis- 
gracing their foes, and. immediately set .Pipes at 
work to forward the preparations. ; 

Miss Pickle having described the spot \yhich 
the assassins had pitched upon for the scene of 
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their vengeance, our triumvirate intended to have 
placed a sentinel among the corn, who should 
come and give them intelligence when the am- 
buscade was laid ; and, in consequence of that 
information, they would steal softly towards the 
place, attended by three or four of the domestics, 
and draw a large net over the conspirators, who, 
being entangled in the toil, should be disarmed, 
fettered, heartily scourged, and suspended be- 
tween two trees in the snare, as a spectacle to 
all passengers that should chance to travel that 
way. 

The plan being thus digested, and the. com- 
modore made acquainted with the whole affair, 
the spy was sent upon duty, and everybody 
within-doors prepared to go forth upon the first 
notice. One whole evening did they spend in 
the most impatient expectation, but on the 
second the scout crept into the gamson, and 
assured them that he had perceived three men 
skulking behind the hedge, on the road that led 
to the public-house from which Peregrine and 
the lieutenant used every night to return about 
that hour. Upon this intelligence the confeder- 
ates set out immediately with all their imple- 
ments. Approaching the scene with as little 
noise as possible, they heard the sound of blows ; 
and, though the night was dark, perceived a sort 
of tumultuous conflict on the very spot which the 
conspirators had possessed. Surprised at this 
occurrence, the meaning of which he could not 
comprehend. Peregrine ordered his myrmidons 
to halt and reconnoitre ; and immediately his 
ears were saluted with an exclamation of ** You 
shan't *scape me, rascal.'* The voice being quite 
familiar to him, he all at once divined the cause 
of that confusion which they had observed ; and 
running up to the assistance of the exclaimer, 
found ti fellow on his knees begging his life of 
Mr. Gauntlet, who stood over him with a naked 
hanger in his hand. 

Pickle instantly made himself known to his 
friend, whx} told him, that having left his horse 
at Tunley's, he was, in his way to the garrison, 
set upon by three ruffians, one of whom, being 
the very individual person now in his power, had 
come behind him, and struck with a bludgeon 
at his head, which, however, he missed, and the 
instrument descended on his left shoulder ; that, 
upon drawing his hanger, and laying about him 
in the dark, the other two fled, leaving their 
companion, whom he had disabled, in the 
lurch. 

Peregrine congratulated him- upon his safety, 
and having ordered Pipes to secure the prisoner, 
conducted Mr, Gauntlet to the garrison, where 
he met with a very hearty reception from the 
commodore, to whom he was introduced as his 
nephew's intimate friend ; not but that, in all 
likelihood, he would have abated somewhat of 
his hospitality had he known that he was the 
brother of Perry's mistress ; but her name the 
old gentleman had never thought of asking, when 
he inquired into the particulars of bis godson's 
amour. 

The captive being examined, in presence of 
Trunnion and all liis adherents, touching the 



ambuscade, owned that being in the service of 
Gam Pickle, he had been prevailed upon, by the 
solicitations of his master and the curate, to ac- 
company them in their expedition, and undertsike 
the part which he had acted against the stranger, 
whom he and his employers mistook for Pere- 
grine. In consideration of this frank acknow- 
ledgment, and a severe wound he had received 
in his right arm, they resolved to Inflict no other 
punishment on this malefactor than to detain hini 
all night in the garrison, and next morning carry 
him before a justice of the peace, to whom he 
repeated all he had said overnight, and with his 
own hand subscribed his con^ssion, copies of 
which were handed about the neighbourhood, to 
the unspeakable confusion and disgrace of the 
curate and his promising pupil. 

Meanwhile Trunnion treated the young soldier 
with uncommon marks of respect, being pre- 
possessed in his favour by this adventure, which 
he had so gallantly achieved, as well as by the 
encomiums that Peregrine bestowed upon his 
valour and generosity. He liked his countenance, 
which was bold and hardy, admired his Herculean 
limbs, and delighted in asking questions concern- 
ing the service he had seen . The day after his 
arrival, while the conversation turned on this last 
subject, the commodore, taking the pipe out of 
his mouth, *' I'll tell ye what, brother,'* said he ; 
" five-and-forty years ago, when I was third 
lieutenant of the Warwick man-of-war, there was 
a very stout young fellow on board, a subaltern 
officer of marines ; his name was not unlike your 
own, d'ye see, being Guntlet, with a G. I re- 
member he and I could not abide one another 
at first, because, d'ye see, I was a sailor and he a 
landsman ; till we fell in with a Frenchman, 
whom we engaged for eight glasses, and at 
length boarded and took. I was the first man 
that stood on the enemy's deck, and should have 
come scurvily off, d'ye see, if Guntlet had not 
jumped to my assistance ; but we soon cleared 
ship, and drove them to close quarters, so that 
they were obliged to strike ; and from that day 
Guntlet and I were sworn brothers as long as be 
remained on board. He was exchanged into a 
marching regiment, and what became of him 
afterwards. Lord in heaven knows ; but this I'll 
say of him, whether he be dead or alive, he 
feared no man that ever wore a head, and was, 
moreover, a very hearty messmate." 

The stranger's breast glowed at this eulogium, 
which was no sooner pronounced than he eagerly 
asked if the French ship was not the Dili* 
gence ? The commodore replied, with a stare, 
"The very same, my lad." — **Then," said 
Gauntlet, ** the pereon of whom you are pleased 
to make such honourable mention was my own 
father."— "The devil he was !" cried Tninnion, 
shaking him by the hand: "I am rejoiced to 
see a son of Ned Guntlet in my house. 

This discoveiy introduced a thousand questions, 
ii^ the course of which tlie oUl gentleman learned 
the situation of his friend's family, and discharged 
innumerable execrations upon the ingratitude 
and injustice of the ministry, which had failed 
to provide for the son of such a brave soldier. 
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Nor was his friendship confined to such in- 
effectual expressions ; he that same evening signi- 
fied to Peregrine a desire of doing something for 
his friend. This inclination was so much praised, 
encouraged, and promoted by his godson, and 
even supported by his councillor Hatchway, that 
our hero was empowered to present him with a 
sum of money sufficient to purchase a commis- 
sion. 

Though nothing could be more agreeable to 
Pickle than this permission, he was afraid that 
Godfrey's scrupulous disposition would hinder 
him from subjecting himself to any such obliga- 
tion ; and therefore proposed that he should be 
decoyed into his own interest by a feigned story, 
in consequence of which he would be prevailed 
upon to accept of the money, as a debt which 
the commodore 'had contracted of his father at 
sea. Trunnion made wry faces at this expedient, 
the necessity of which he could not conceive, 
without calling in question the common sense of 
Gauntlet ; as he took it for granted that such 
offers as those were not to be rejected on any 
consideration whatever. Besides, he could not 
digest an artifice, by which he himself must own 
that he had lived so many years without mani- 
festing the least intention of doing justice to his 
creditor. All these objections, however, were 
removed by the zeal and rhetoric of Peregrine, 
who represented that it would be impossible to 
befriend him on any other terms ; that his silence 
hitherto would be imputed to his want of inform- 
ation touching the circumstances and condition 
of his friend ; and that his remembering and 
insisting upon discharging the obligation, after 
such an interval of time, when the whole affair 
was in oblivion, would be the greatest compli- 
ment he could pay to his own nonour and in- 
tegrity. 

Thus persuaded, he took an opportunity of 
Gauntlet's being alone with him to broach the 
affair, telling the young man that his father had 
advanced a sum of money for him, when they 
sailed together, on account of the mess, as well 
as to stop the mouth of a clamorous creditor at 
Portsmouth; and that the said sum, with in- 
terest, amounted to about four hundred pounds, 
which he would now, with great thankfulness, 
repay. 

Godfrey was amazed at this declaration, and, 
after a considerable pause, replied, that he had 
never heard his parents mention any such debt ; 
that no memorandum or voucher of it was found 
among his father's papers ; and that, in all pro- 
bability, it must have been discharged long ago, 
although the commodore, in such a long course 
of time and hurry of occupation, might have 
forgotten the repayment ; he therefore desired 
to be excused from accepting what in his own 
conscience he believed was not his due ; and 
complemented the old gentleman upon his being 
so scrupulously just and honourable. 

The soldier's refusal, which was matter of 
astonishment to Trunnion, increased his inclina- 
tion to assist him ; and, on pretence of acquitting 
his own character, he urged his beneficence with 
such obstinacy, that Gauntlet, afraid of disoblig- 



ing him, was in a manner compelled to receive a 
draft for the money ; for which he subscribed an 
ample discharge, and immediately transmitted 
the order to his mother, whom at the same time 
he informed of the circumstances by which they 
had so unexpectedly gained this accession of 
fortune. 

Such a piece of news could not fail of being 
agreeable to Mrs, Gauntlet, who by the first post 
wrote a polite letter of acknowledgment to the 
commodore ; another to her own son, importing 
tliat she had already sent the draft to a friend in 
London, with directions to deposit it in the hands 
of a certain banker, for the purchase of the first 
ensigncy to be sold ; and she took the liberty of 
sending a third to Peregrine, couched in very 
affectionate terms, with a kind postscript, signed 
by Miss Sophy and his charming Emily. 

This affair being transacted to the satisfaction 
of all concerned, preparations were set on foot 
for the departure of our hero, on whom his uncle 
settled an annuity of eight hundred pounds, being 
little less than one half of his whole income. By 
this time, indeed, the old gentleman could easily 
afford to alienate such a part of his fortune, 
because he entertained little or no company, 
kept few servants, and was remarkably plain and 
fnigal in his housekeeping. Mrs. Trunnion being 
now some years oh the wrong side of fifty, her 
infirmities began to increase ; and though her 
pride had suffered no diminution, her vanity was ■ 
altogether subdued by her avarice. 

A Swiss valet-de-chambre, who had already 
made the tour of Europe, was hired for the care 
of Peregrine's own person. Pipes being ignor- 
ant of the French language, as well as otherwise 
unfit for the office of a fashionable attendant, it 
was resolved that he should remain in garrison ; 
and his place was immediately supplied by a 
Parisian lacquey engaged at London for that 
purpose. Pipes did not seem to relish this dis- 
position of things; and though he made no 
verbal objections to it, looked remarkably sour 
at his successor upon his first arrival ; but this 
sullen fit seemed gradually to wear off ; and, long 
before his master's departure, he had recovered 
his natural tranquillity and unconcern. 



CHAPTER XXXL 

The two young Gentlemen display their talents for 
Gallantry, in the course of which they are involved in 
a ludicrous circumstance of Distress, and afterwards 
take Vengeance on the Author of their Mi^ap. 

Meanwhile our hero and his new friend, toge- 
ther with honest Jack Hatchway, made daily 
excursions into the country, visited the gentle- 
men in the neighbourhood, and frequently 
accompanied them to the chase ; all three being 
exceedingly caressed on account of their talents, 
which could accommodate themselves with great 
facility to the tempers and turns of their enter- 
tainers. The lieutenant was a droll in his way. 
Peregrine possessed a great fund of sprightliness 
and good-humour, and Godfrey, among his other 
qualifications already recited, sang a most ex- 
cellent song; so that the company of this 
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triumvirate was courted in all parties, whether 
male or female : and if the hearts of our young 
gentlemen had not been pre-engaged, they would 
have met with opportunities in abundance of dis- 
playing their address in the art of love : not but 
that they gave loose to their gallantry without 
much interesting their affections, and amused 
themselves with little intrigues, which, in the 
opinion of a man of pleasure, do not affect his 
fidelity to the acknowledged sovereign of his soul. 
In the midst of these amusements, our hero 
received an intimation from his sister, that she 
should be overjoyed to meet him next day, at 
five o'clock in the afternoon, at the house of her 
nurse, who lived in a cottage hard by her father's 
habitation, she being debarred from all oppor- 
tunity of seeing him in any other place by the 
severity of her mother, who suspected her inclin- 
ation. He accordingly obeyed the summons, 
and went at the time appointed to the place of 
rendezvous, where he met this affectionate young 
lady, who, when he entered the room, ran 
towards him with all the eagerness of transport, 
fiung her arms about his neck, and shed a nood 
of tears in his bosom before she could utter one 
word, except a repetition of My dear, dear bro- 
ther ! He embraced her with all the piety of 
fraternal tenderness, wept over her in his turn, 
assured her that this was one of the happiest 
moments of his life, and kindly thanked her for 
having resisted the example, and disobeyed the 
injunctions, of his mother s unnatural aversion. 

He was ravished to find, by her conversation, 
that she possessed a great share of sensibility and 
prudent reflection ; for she lamented the infatua- 
tion of her parents with the most filial regret, 
and expressed such abhorrence and concern at 
the villainous disposition of her younger brother 
as a humane sister may be supposed to have 
entertained. He made her acquainted with all 
the circumstances of his own fortune ; and, as he 
supposed she spent her time very disagreeably at 
home^ among characters which must be shock- 
ingly interesting, professed a desire of removing 
her into some other sphere, where she could live 
with more tranquillity and satisfaction. 

She objected to this proposal as an expedient 
that would infallibly subject her to the implaca- 
ble resentment of her mother, whose favour and 
affection she at present enjoyed but in a very 
inconsiderable degree ; and they had canvassed 
divers schemes of corresponding for the future, 
when the voice of Mrs. Pickle was heard at the 
door. Miss Julia (that was the young lady's 
name), finding herself betrayed, was seized with 
a violent agitation of fear ; and Peregrine scarce 
had time to encourage her with a promise of 
protection, before the door of the apartment 
being flung open, this irreconcilable parent 
rushed in, and, with a furious aspect, fiew 
directly at her trembling daughter, when, the 
son interposing, received the first discharge of 
her fury. 

Her eyes gleamed with all the rage of indigna- 
tion, which choked up her utterance, and seemed 
to convulse her whole frame: she twisted her 
left hand in his hair, and with the other buffeted 



him about the face till the blood gushed from his 
noistrils and mouth ; while he defended his sister 
from the cruelty of Gam, who assaulted her from 
another quarter, seeing his brother engaged. 
This attack lasted several minutes with great 
violence, till at length Peregrine, finding himself 
in danger of being overpowered if he should 
remain any longer on the defensive, laid his 
brother on his back ; then he disentangled his 
mother's hand from his own hair, and, having 
pushed her gently out of the room, bolted the 
door on the inside ; finally, turning to Gam, he 
threw him out at the window, among a parcel of 
hogs that fed under it. By this time Julia was 
almost quite distracted with terror : she knew 
she had offended beyond all hope of forgiveness, 
and from that moment considered herself as an 
exile from her father's house : in vain did her 
brother strive to console her with fresh protesta- 
tions of love and protection ; she counted herself 
extremely miserable in being obliged to endure 
the eternal resentment of a parent with whom 
she had hitherto lived ; and dreaded the censure 
of the world, which, from her mother's misrepre- 
sentation, she was sensible would condemn her 
unheard. That she might not, however, neglect 
any means in her power of averting this storm, 
she resolved to appease, if possible, her mother's 
wrath with humiliation, and even appeal to the 
influence of her father, weak as it was, before she 
would despair of being forgiven. But the good 
lady spared her this unnecessary application, by 
telling her, through the keyhole, that she must 
never expect to come within her father's door 
again ; for, from that hour, she renounced iTer as 
unworthy of her affection and regard. Julia, 
weeping bitterly, endeavoured to soften the 
rigour of this sentence by the most submissive 
and reasonable remonstrances; but as, in her 
vindication, she of necessity espoused her elder 
brother's cause, her endeavours, instead of sooth- 
ing, served only to exasperate her mother to a 
higher pitch of indignation, which discharged 
itself in invectives against Peregrine, whom she 
reviled with the epithets of a worthless, aban- 
doned reprobate. 

The youth, hearing these unjust aspersions, 
trembled with resentment through every limb, 
assuring the upbraider that he considered her as 
an object of compassion ; ** for without all 
doubt," said he, ** your diabolical rancour must 
be severely punished by the thorns of your own 
conscience, which this very instant taxes you with 
the malice and falsehood of your reproaches. As 
for my sister, I bless God that you have not been 
able to infect her with your unnatural prejudice, 
which, because she is too just, too virtuous, too 
humane to imbibe, you reject her as an alien to 
your blood, and turn her out unprovided into a 
barbarous world. But even there your vicious 
purpose shall be defeated : that same Providence, 
that screened me from the cruelty of your hate, 
shall extend its protection to her, until I shall 
find it convenient to assert by law that right of 
maintenance which Nature, it seems, hath be- 
stowed upon us in vain. In the mean time, you 
will enjoy the satisfaction of paying an imdivided 
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attention to that darling son, whose amiable 
qualities have so long engaged and engrossed 
your love and esteem." 

This freedom of expostulation exalted his 
mother's ire to mere frenzy : she cursed him with 
the bitterest imprecationsi and raved like a bed< 
lamite at the door, which she attempted to burst 
open. Her efforts were seconded by her favour- 
ite son, who denounced vengeance against Pere- 
grine, and made furious assaults against the lock, 
which resisted all their applications, until our 
hero espying his friends Gauntlet and Pipes step- 
ping over a stile that stood about a furlong from 
the window, called them to his assistance : giving 
them to understand how he was besieged, he 
desired they would keep off his mother, that he 
might the more easily secure his sister Julia's 
retreat. The young soldier entered accordingly, 
and, posting, himself between Mrs. Pickle and 
the door, gave the signal to his friend, who, 
lifting up his sister in his arms, carried her safe 
without the clutches of this she-dragon, while 
Pipes, with his cudgel, kept young master at 
bay. 

The mother^ being thus deprived of her prey, 
sprang upon Gauntlet like a lioness robbed of her 
whelps ; and he must have suffered sorely in the 
flesh, had he not prevented her mischievous in- 
tent by seizing both her wrists, and so keeping 
her at due distance. In attempting to disengage 
herself from his grasp, she struggled with such 
exertion, and suffered such agony of passion at 
the same time, that she actually fell into a severe 
fit, during which she was put to bed, and the 
confederates retired without further molestation. 

In the mean time, Peregrine was not a little 
perplexed about the disposal of his sister, whom 
he had rescued. He could not endure the 
thoughts of saddling the commodore with a new 
expense ; and he was afraid of undertaking the 
charge of Julia, without his benefactor's s5vice 
and direction : for the present, however, he car- 
ried her to the house of a gentleman in the neigh- 
bourhood, whose lady was her godmother, where 
she was received with great tenderness and con- 
dolence ; and he purposed to inquire for some 
creditable houde, where she might be genteelly 
boarded in his absence ; resolving to maintain 
her from the savings of his own allowance, which 
he thought might very well bear such deduction. 
But this intention was frustrated by the publica- 
tion of the whole affair, which was divulged next 
day, and soon reached the ears of Trunnion, who 
chid his godson for having concealed the adven- 
ture; and, with the approbation of his wife, 
ordered him to bring Julia forthwith to the gar- 
rison. The young gentleman, with tears of 
gratitude in his eyes, explained his design of 
maintaining her at his own expense, and earnestly 
begged that he might not be deprived of that 
satisfaction. But his uncle was deaf to all his 
entreaties, and insisted upon her living in the 
garrison, though for no other reason than that of 
being company to^ her aunt, who, he observed, 
was lost for want of conversation. 

Julia was accordingly brought home, and set- 
tled under the tuition of Mrs. Trunnion, who, 



whatever face she might put on the matter, could 
have dispensed with the society of her niece ; 
though she was not without hope of gratifying 
her pique to Mrs. Pickle, by the intelligence she 
would receive from the daughter of that lady's 
economy and domestic behaviour. The mother 
herself seemed conscious of this advantage which 
her sister-in-law had now gained over her, being 
as much chagrined at the news of Julia's recep- 
tion in the garrison, as if she had heard of her 
own husband's death. She even tortured her in- 
vention to propagate calumnies against the reput- 
ation of her own daughter, whom she slandered 
in all companies ; she exclaimed against the 
commodore as an old ruffian, who spirited up a 
rebellion among her children, and imputed the 
hospitality of his wife, in countenancing them, to 
nothing else but her inveterate enmity to their 
mother, whom they had disobliged. She now 
insisted, in the most peremptory terms, upon her 
husband's renouncing all commerce with the old 
lad of the castle and his adherents ; and Mr. 
Gamaliel, having by this time contracted other 
friendships, readily submitted to her will.; nay, 
even refused to communicate with the commo- 
dore one night, when they happened to meet by 
accident at the public-house. 



CHAPTER XXXIL 

The Commodore sends a Challenge to Gamaliel, and is 
imposed upon by a waggish Inrenttoa of die JJeu- 
tenant. Peregrine, and CkLundet. 

This affront Trunnion could by no means digest : 
he advised with the lieutenant upon the subject ; 
and the result of their consultation was a defiance 
which the old commander sent to Pickle, de- 
manding that he would meet him at such a place 
on horseback , with a brace of pistols, and give 
satisfaction for the slight he had put upon him. 
Nothing could have afforded more pleasure to 
Jack than the acceptance of this challenge, which 
he delivered verbally to Mr. Gamaliel, who was 
called out from the club at Tunley's for that 
purpose. The nature of this message had an 
instantaneous effect upon the constitution of the 
pacific Pickle, whose bowels yearned with ap- 
prehension, and tmderwent such violent agitation 
on the spot, that one would have thought the 
operation proceeded from some severe joke of the 
apothecary which he had swallowed in his beer. 

The messenger, despairing of a satisfactory 
answer, left him in this woful condition ; and 
being loath to lose any opportunity of raising the 
laugh against the commodore, went immediately 
and communicated the whole affair to the young 
gentlemen, entreating them, for the love of God, 
to concert some means of bringing old Hannibal 
into the field. The two friends relished the 
proposal ; and after some deliberation, it was 
resolved that Hatchway should tell Trtmnion his 
invitation was accepted by Gamaliel, .who would 
meet him at the place appointed, with his second, 
to-morrow in the twilight, because, if either 
should fall, the other would have the better 
chance of escaping in the dark ; that Godfrey 
should personate old Pickle's friend, and Pere- 
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grille represent his own father ; while the lieu- 
tenant should take care in loading the pistols to 
keep out the shot, so that no damage might be 
done in the rencounter. 

These circumstances being adjusted, the lieu- 
tenant returned to his principal with a most 
thundering reply from his antagonist, whose 
courageous behaviour, though it could not in- 
timidate, did not fail to astonish the commodore, 
who ascribed it to the spirit of liis wife, which 
had inspired him. Trunnion that instant desired 
Iiis counsellor to prepare his cartridge-box, and 
order the quietest horse in the stable to be kept 
ready saddled for the occasion ; his eye seemed 
to lighten with alacrity and pleasure at the pro- 
spect of smelling gunpowder once more before 
his death ; and when Jack advised him to make 
his will, incase of acciaent, he rejected his counsel 
with disdain, saying, ''What ! dost thou think 
that Hawser Trunnion, who has stood the fire of 
so many floating batteiies, runs any risk from the 
lousy pops of a landman ? Thou shalt see, thou 
shalt see, how I'll make him lower his topsails*'* 
' . Next day Peregrine and the soldier provided 
themselves with horses at the public-house, from 
whence, at the destined hour, they rode to the 
field of battle, each of them being muffled in a 
great coat, which, with the dimness of the light, 
effectually shielded them from the knowledge of 
the one-eyed commander, who, having taken 
horse, on pretence of enjoying ihe fresh air, soon 
appeared with Hatchway in his rear. When 
they came within, sight of each other, the seconds 
.advanced, in order to divide, the ground, and 
regulate the measures of the combat ; when it 
was determined by mutual consent, that two 
pistols should be discharged on each side,, and 
ihat if neither should prove decisive, recourse 
must be had to the broad-swords, in order to 
ascertain the victory. These articles being settled, 
I he opponents rode forward to their respective 
stations, when Peregrine, cocking his pistol, and 
j)resenting, counterfeited his father's voice, bid- 
ding Trunnion take care of his remaining eye. 

Tne commodore took his advice, being un- 
willing to hazard his day-light, and very deliber- 
ately opposed the patched side of his face to the 
muzzle of his antagonist's piece, desiring him to 
do his duty without farther jaw. The young 
man accordingly fired ; and the distance being 
small, the wad of his pistol took place with a 
smart stroke on thje forehead of Trunnion, who 
mistaking it for ^ ball, which he. thought was 
lodged in his brain, spurred up his steed in a 
state of desperation towards his antagonist, and 
holding his piece within two yards of his body, 
let it off, without any regard to the laws of 
battle. 'Surprised and enraged to. see it had 
made no impression, he hallooed, in a terrible 

tone, ** O ! d ye, you have got your netting 

stuffed, I see ; " and advancing^ discharged his 
second pistol so near his godson's head^ that 
had he not been defended by his great coat, the 
powder must have scorched his face. Having 
thus thrown away his fire, he remained at the 
mercy of Peregrine, who jclapping the .piece he 
had in reserve to^his head, commanded him to J 



beg his life, and ask pardon for his presumption. 
The commodore made no reply to this imperious 
injunction ; but, dropping his pistol, and un- 
sheathing his broad-sword in an instant, attacked 
our hero with such incredible agility, that if he 
had not made shift to ward of);' the stroke with 
his piece, the adventure, in all likelihood, would 
have turned out a very tragical joke. 

Peregrine finding it would be in vain for him 
to think of drawing his weapon, or of standing 
on the defensive against this furious aggressor, 
very fairly clapped spiirs to his nag, and sought 
his safety in flight. Trunnion pursued him with 
infinite eagerness ; and his steed being the better 
of the two, would have overtaken the fugitive to 
his peril, had he not been unfortunately encoun- 
tered by the boughs of a tree, that happened to 
stand on his blind side, and incommoded him so 
much, that he was fain to quit his sword, and 
lay hold on the mane in order to maintain his 
seat. Perry perceiving his disaster, wheeled 
about, and now finding leisure to produce his 
weapon, returned upon his disarmed foe, brand- 
ishing his Ferrara, threatening to make him 
shorter by the head if he would not immediately 
crave quarter and yield. There was nothing 
farther from the intention of the old gentleman 
than such submission, which he flatly refused to 
pay, alleging that he had already compelled his 
enemy to clap on all sails, and that his own 
present misfortune was owing to accident ; all 
one as if a ship should be attacked, after she had 
been obliged to heave her guns overboard in a 
storm. 

Before Peregrine had time to answer this 
remonstrance, the lieutenant interposed, and 
taking cognizance of the case, established a 
truce, until he and the other second should 
discuss and decide upon the merits of the case. 
They accordingly retired to a small distance; 
and after having conferred a few minutes. Hatch- 
way returned, and pronounced the commodore 
vanquished, by the chance of war. 

Never was rage more transported than that 
which took possession of old Hannibal, when he 
heard the sentence : it was some time before he 
could utter aught, except the reproachful expres- 
sion, "You lie ! " which he repeated more than 
twenty times, in. a sort of delirious insensibility. 
When he recovered the further use of speech, he 
abused the arbitrators with such bitter invectives, 
renouncing their sentence, and appealing to 
another trial, that t,he confederates began to 
repent of having carried the joke so far ; and 
Peregrine, in order to appease his choler, owned 
himself overcome. 

This acknowledgment calmed the tumult df 
liis wrath, though he could not for some da)FS 
forgive the lieutenant ; and the two young gentle- 
men rode back to Tunley's, while Hatchway, 
taking the commodore's horse by the bridle, re- 
conducted him to his mansion, growling all the 
way to Jack for his unjust and unfriendly decree; 
though he could not help observing, as how he 
had made his words good, in making his adver- 
sary strike his top-sails: ** And y^t," said he, 
"before Cod 1 I think the fellow's head is made 
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of a wool-pack : for my shot rebounded from his 
face like a wad of spun-yam from the walls of a 
ship. But if so be that son of a b— of a tJ-ee 
hadn't come athwart my weather-bow, d'ye see, 
I'll be d d if I hadn't snapt his main-yard in 
the slings, and mayhap let out his bulge-water 
into the bargain." He seemed particularly vain 
of this exploit, which dwelt upon his imagination, 
and was cherished as the child of his old age ; 
for though he could not with decency rehearse it 
to the young men and his wife at supper, he gave 
shrewd hints of his own manhood, even at these 
years, and attested Hatchway as a voucher for 
his mettle ; while the triumvirate, diverted by 
his vanity, enjoyed in secret the success of their 
imposition. 



CHAPTER XXXni. 

Peregrine takes leave of his Aunt and Sister— Sets out 
from the Garrison— Farts with hLs Uncle and Hatcli- 
way on the Road, and with his Governor arrives in 
safety at Dover. 

This, however, was the last effort of invention 
which they practised upon him ; and everything 
being now prepared for the departure of his 
godson, that hopeful youth in two days took 
leave of all his friends in the neighbourhood. 
He was closeted two whole hours with his aunt, 
who enriched him with many pious advices, 
recapitulated all the benefits which, through her 
means, had been conferred upon him since his 
infancy, cautioned him against the temptations 
of lewd women, who bring many a man to a 
morsel of bread, laid strict injunctions upon him 
to live in the fear of the Lord and the true 
Protestant faith, to eschew quarrels and conten- 
tion, to treat Mr. Jolter with reverence and 
regard, and above all things to abstain from the 
beastly sin of drunkenness, which exposes a man 
to the scorn and contempt of his fellow-creatures, 
and, by divesting him of reason and reflection, 
renders him fit for all manner of vice and de- 
bauchery. She recommended to him economy, 
and the care of his health, bade him remember 
the lionour of his family, and in all the circum- 
stances of his behaviour, assured him that he 
might always depend upon the friendship and 
generosity of the commodore. Finally, present- 
ing him with her own picture set in gold, and a 
hundred guineas from her privy purse, she em- 
braced him affectionately, and wished him all 
manner of happiness and prosperity. 

Being thus kindly dismissed by Mrs. Trunnion, 
he locked himself up with his sister Julia, whom 
he admonished to cultivate her aunt with the 
most complaisant and respectful attention, with- 
out stooping to any circumstance of submission 
that she should judge unworthy of her practice : 
he protested that his chief study should be to 
make her amends for the privilege slie had for- 
feited by her affection for him ; entreated her to 
enter into no engagement without his knowledge 
and approbation ; put into her hand the purse 
which he had received from his aunt, to defray 
her pocket expenses in liis absence ; and parted 



from her, not without tears, after she had for 
some minutes hung about his neck, kissing him, 
and weeping in the most pathetic silence. 

Having performed these duties of affection and 
consanguinity over-night, he went to bed, and 
was, by his own direction, called at four o*clock 
in the morning, when he found the post-chaise, 
coach, and riding-horses ready at the gate, his 
friends Gauntlet and Hatchway on foot, the 
commodore himself almost dressed, and every 
servant in the garrison assembled in the yard to 
wish him a good journey. Our hero shook each 
of these humble friends by the hand, tipping 
them at the same time with marks of his bounty ; 
and was very much surprised when he could not 
perceive his old attendant Pipes among the 
number. When he expressed his wonder at this 
disrespectful omission of Tom, some of those 
present ran to his chamber, in order to give him 
a call ; but his hammock and room were both 
deserted, and they soon returned with an account 
of his having eloped. Peregrine was disturbed 
at this information, believing that the fellow had 
taken some desperate course, in consequence of 
his being dismissed from his service, and began 
to wish that he had indulged his inclination, by 
retaining him still about his person. However, 
as there was now no other remedy, he recom- 
mended him strenuously to the particular favour 
and distinction of his uncle and Hatchway, in 
case he should appear again; and as he went 
out of the gate, was saluted with three cheers by 
all the domestics in the family. 

The commodore, Gauntlet, lieutenant. Pere- 
grine, and Jolter went into the coach together, 
that they might enjoy each other's conversation 
as much as possible, resolving to breakfast at an 
inn upon the road, where Tninnion and Hatch- 
way intended to bid our adventurer farewell ; the 
valet-de-chambre got into the post-chaise ; the 
French lacquey rode one horse, and led another ; 
one of the Talets of the garrison mounted at the 
back of the coach ; and thus the cavalcade set 
out on the road to Dover. 

As the commodore could not bear the fatigue 
of jolting, they travelled at an easy pace during 
the first stage ; so that the old gentleman had an 
opportunity of communicating his exhortations 
to his godson, with regard to his conduct abroad : 
he ddvised him, now that he was going into 
foreign parts, to be upon his guard against the 
fair weather of the French politesse, which was 
no more to be trusted than a whirlpool at sea. 
He observed that many young men had gone to 
Paris with good cai^oes of sense, and returned 
with a great deal of canvas, and no ballast at all, 
whereby they became crank all the days of their 
lives, and sometimes carried their keels above 
water. He desired Mr. Jolter to keep his pupil 
out of the clutches of those sharking priests who 
lie in wait to make converts of all young 
strangers, and in a particular manner cautioned 
the youth against carnal conversation with the 
Parisian dames, who^ he understood, were no 
better than gaudy fire-ships ready primed with 
death and destruction. 

Peregrine listened with great respect, thanking 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 



69 



him for his kind admonitions, which he faithfully 
promised to obseiTe. They halted and break- 
fasted at the end of the stage, where Jolter pro> 
vided himself with a horse, and the commodore 
settled the method of corresponding with his 
nephew. The minute of parting being arrived, 
the old commander wrung his godson by the 
hand, saying, "I wish thee a prosperous voyage 
and good cheer, my lad : my timbers are now a 
little crazy, d'ye see ; and God knows if I shall 
keep afloat till such time as I see thee again ; but 
howsomever, hap what will, thou wilt find thy- 
self in a condition to keep in the line with the 
best of thy fellows." He then reminded Gauntlet 
of his promise to call at the garrison in his 
return from Dover, and imparted something in 
a whisper to the governor, while Jack Hatchway, 
unable to speak, pulled his hat over his eyes, and 
squeezing Peregrine by the hand, gave him an 
iron pistol of curious workmanship, as a memorial 
of his friendship. Our youth, who was not un- 
moved on this occasion, received the pledge, 
which he acknowledged with the present of a 
silver tobacco-box, bought for that purpose ; and 
the two lads of the castle getting into the coach, 
were driven homewards, in a state of silent 
dejection. 

Godfrey and Peregrine seated themselves in 
the post-chaise ; and Jolter. the valet-de-chambrc, 
and lacquey, bestriding tneir beasts, they pro- 
ceeded for the place of their destination, at which 
Ihey arrived in safety that same night, and be- 
spoke a passage in the packet-boat whidi was 
to sail next day. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

He adjusts the Method of his Correspondence with 
Gauntlet: meets by accident with an Italian Charla- 
tan, and a certaia Apothecary, who proves to be a 
noted Character. 

There the two friends adjusted the articles of 
their future correspondence; and Peregrine, 
having written a letter to his mistress, wherein 
he renewed his former vows of eternal fidelity, 
it was inti-usted to the care of her brother, while 
Mr. Jolter, at the desire of his pupil, provided 
an elegant supper, and some excellent Bur- 
gundy, that they might spend this eve of his 
departure with the greater enjoyment. 

Things being thus disposed, and a servant 
employed in laying the cloth, their ears were of 
a sudden invaded by a strange tumultuous noise 
in the next room, occasioned by the overthrow 
of tables, chairs, and glasses, with odd unin- 
telligible exclamations in broken French, and a 
jargon of threats in the Welsh dialect. Our 
young gentlemen ran immediately into the apart- 
ment from whence this clamour seemed to pro- 
ceed, and found a thin, meagre, swarthy figure, 
gaspmg, in all the agony of fear, under the hands 
of a squat, thick, hard-featured man, who collared 
him with great demonstrations of wrath, saying, 
"If you was as mighty a magician as Owen 
Glendower, or the witch of Entor, look you, ay, 
or as Paul Beor himself, I will meke pold, by 
the assistance of Got, and in his majesty's naam, 



to seize and secure, and confine and confront 
you, until such time as you suffer and endure 
and undergo the pains and penalties of the law, 
for your diabolical practices. Shentlements," 
added he, turning to our adventurers, '^I take 
you to witness, that I protest, and assert, and 
avow, that this person is as pig a necromancer as 
you would desire to behold; and I supplicate, 
and beseech, and entreat of you, that he may be 
prought pefore his petters, and compelled to give 
an account of his compact and commerce with 
the imps of darkness, look you ; for, as I am a 
Christian soul, and hope for joyful resurrection, 
I have this plessed evening seen him perform such 
things as could not be done without the aid and 
instruction and connivance of the tcvil. " 

Gauntlet seemed to enter into the sentiments 
of this Welsh reformer, and actually laid hold 
on the delinquent's shoulder, crying, *'D — n tlie 
rascal ! I'll lay any wager that he's a Jesuit ; 
for none of his order travel without a familiar." 
But Peregrine, who looked upon the affair in 
another point of view, intenposed in behalf of 
the stranger, whom he freed n-om his aggressors, 
observing, that there was no occasion to use 
violence ; and asked, in French, what he had 
done to incur the censure of the informer. The 
poor foreigner, more dead than alive, answered 
that he was an Italian charlatan, who had prac« 
tised with some reputation in Padua, until he 
had the misfortune to attract the notice of the 
Inquisition, by exhibiting certain wonderful per- 
formances by his skill in natural knowledge, 
which that tribunal considered as the effects of 
sorcery, and persecuted him accordingly ; so that 
he had been fain to make a precipitate retreat 
into France, where not finding his account in his 
talents, he was now arrived in England, with a 
view of practising his art in London ; and that, 
in consequence of a specimen which he had given 
to a company below, the choleric gentleman had 
followed him up-stairs to his own apartment, and 
assaulted him in that inhospitable manner ; he 
therefore earnestly begged that our hero would 
take him under his protection ; and, if he enter- 
tained the least suspicion of his employing pre- 
ternatural means in the operations of his art, he 
would freely communicate all the secrets in his 
possession. 

The youth dispelled his apprehension by assur- 
ing him that he was in no danger of suffering for 
his art in England, where, if ever he should be 
questioned by the zeal of superstitious individuals, 
he had nothing to do but appeal to the next 
justice of the peace, who would immediately 
acquit him of the charge, and punish his accusers 
for their impertinence and indiscretion. 

He then told Gauntlet and the Welshman tliat 
the stranger had a good action against them for 
an assault, by virtue of an Act of Parliament, 
which makes it criminal for any person to accuse 
another of sorcery and witclicraft, these idle 
notions being now justly exploded by all sensible 
men. Mr. Jolter, who had by this time joined 
the company, could not help signifying his dis- 
sent from this opinion of his pupil, which he 
endeavoured to invalidate by the authority of 



70 



THE At>VENTURES OF 



■ Taiff-.-iTT-; — ^.n 



Scripture, quotations from the Fathers, and the 
confession of many wretches who suffered death 
for having carried oh correspondence with evil 
spirits, together with the evidence of ** Satah*s 
Invisible World," and Moreton*s "History of 
Witchcraft." 

The soldier corroborated these testimonies by 
facts that had happened within the sphere of his 
own knowledge, and in particular mentioned the 
case of an old woman ot the parish in which he 
was born, who used to transform herself into the 
shapes of sundry animals, and was at last killed 
by small shot in the character of a hare. The 
Welshman, thus supported, expressed his sur- 
prise at hearing that the legislature had shown 
such tenderness for criminals of so dark a hue, 
and offered to prove, by undeniable instances, 
that there was not a mountain in Wales which 
had not been, in his memory, the scene of necro- 
mancy and witchcraft. " Wherefore,** said he, 
"I am assuredly more than apove astonished 
and confounded and concerned that the Parlia- 
ment of Great Pritain should, in their great 
wisdoms, and their prudence, and their penetra- 
tion, give countenance and encouragement, look 
you, to the works of darkness and the empire of 
Pelzepup — ofer and apove the evidience of holy 
writ, and those writers who have l>een quoted by 
that aggurate and learned shentleman, we are 
informed, by profane history, of the pribbles and 
pranks of the old serpent, in the bortents and 
Oragles of antiquity, as you will find in that most 
excellent historian Bolypius, and Titus Lifius ; 
ay, and moreofer, in the Commentaries of Julius 
Caesar himself, who, as the ole world knows, was 
a most famous, and a most faliant, and a most 
wise, and a most prudent, and a most fortunate 
chieftain, and a most renowned orator ; ay, and 
a most elegant writer to boot." 

Peregrine did not think proper to enter the 
lists of dispute with three such obstinate antago- 
nists, but contented himself with saying that he 
believed it would be no difficult matter to impugn 
the arguments they had advanced ; though he 
did not find himself at all disposed to undertake 
the task, which must of course break in upon 
the evening's entertainment. He therefore invited 
the Italian to supper^ and asked the same favour 
of his accuser, who seemed to have something 
Curious and characteristic in his manner and dis- 
position, resolving to make himself an eye- 
witness of those surprising feats which had given 
offence to the choleric Briton. This scrupulous 
gentleman thanked our hero for his courtesy, but 
declined communicating with the stranger until 
his character should be further explained ; upon 
which his inviter, after some conversation with 
the charlatan, assured him that he would himself 
undertake for the innocence of his art ; and then 
he was prevailed upon to favour them with his 
company. 

In the course of the conversation. Peregrine 
learned that the Welshman was a surgeon of 
Canterbury, who had been called in to at:onsult- 
ation at Dover; and, understanding that his 
name was Morgan, took the liberty of asking if 
he was not the person so respectfully mentioned 



in the ** Adventures of Roderick Random." Mr. 
Morgan assumed a look of gravity and import^ 
ance at this interrogation, and, screwing up his 
mouth, answered, "Mr. Rantum, my good sir, 
I believe, upon my conscience and salfation, is 
my very goot frient and well-wisher ; and he and 
I have been companions and messmates and 
fellow-sufferers, look you } but nevertheless, for 
all that, peradventure he hath not pehaved with 
so much complaisance and affability and respect 
as I might have expected firom him ; pecause he 
hath revealed and tivulged and buplished our 
private affairs, without my knowledge and privity 
and consent ; but as Got is my Safiour, I think 
he had no evil intention in his pelly ; and though 
there be certain persons, look you, who, as I am 
told, take upon them to laugh at his descriptions 
of my person, deportment, and conversation, I 
do affirm and maintain, and insist M'ith my heart, 
and my plood, and my soul, that those persons 
are no petter than ignorant asses, and that they 
know *not how to discern and distinguish and 
define true ridicule, or, as Aristotle calls it, the 
to Gelaion, no more, look you, than a herd of 
mountain goats ; for I will make pold to observe 
— and I hope this goot company will be of the 
same qpinioi\ — that there, is nothing said of me 
in that performance which is unworthy of a 
Christian and a shentleman." 

Our young gentleman and his friends acquiesced 
in the justness of his observation. Peregrine 
particularly assured him tliat, from reading the 
book, he had conceived the utmost regard and 
veneration for his character, and that he thought 
himself extremely fortunate in having this oppor- 
tunity of enjoying his conversation. Morgan, 
not a little proud of such advances from a person 
of Peregrine's appearance, returned the compli- 
ment with a profusion of civility, and, in the 
warmth of acknowledgment, expressed a desire 
of seeing him and his company at his house in 
Canterbunr. "I will not pretend, or presume, 
kind sir,* said he, "to entertain you according 
to your merits and deserts ; but you shall be as 
welcome to my poor cottage, and my wife and 
family, as the prince of VTales himself; and it 
shall go hard if, one way or other, I do not find 
ways and means of making you confess that 
there is some goot fellowship in an fCncient 
Priton ; for though I am no petter than a simple 
apothecary, I have as goot plood circulating in 
my veins as any he in the coOnty ; and I can 
describe and delineate and denionstrate my 
pedigree to the satisfaction of the *ole 'orld ; 
and, moreofer, by Got's goot providence and 
assistance, I can afford to treat my friend with a 
joint of good mutton and a pottle of excellent 
wine, and no tradesman can peard me with a 
bill." 

He was congratulated on his happy situation, 
and assured that our youth would visit him on 
his return from France, provided he should take 
Canterbury in his route. As Peregrine mani- 
fested an inclination of being acquainted with 
the state of- his affairs, he very complaisantly 
satisfied his curiosity by giving him to know 
that his spouse had left off breeding, after having 
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blessed him with two boys and a girl, who were 
still alive and well ; that he lived in good esteem 
with his neighbours ; and by his practice, which 
was considerably extended immediately after the 
publication of Roderick Random, had saved 
some thousand pounds. He had begun to think 
of retiring among his own relations in Glamorgan- 
shire, though his wife had made objection to 
this proposal, and opposed the execution of it 
with such obstinacy, that he had been at infinite 
pains in asserting his own prerogative by con- 
vincing her, both from reason and example, that 
he was king and priest in his own family, and 
that she owed the most implicit submission to 
his will. He likewise informed the company 
that he had lately seen his friend Roderick, who 
had come from London on purpose to visit him, 
after having gained his lawsuit with Mr. Tope- 
hall, who was obliged to pay Narcissa's fortune ; 
that Mr. Random, in all appearance, led a veiy 
happy life in the conversation of his father and 
bed-fellow, by whom he enjoyed a son and 
daughter ; and that Morgan had received, in a 
present from him, a piece of very fine linen of 
his wife's own making, several kits of salmon, 
and two casks of pickled pork — the most deli- 
cate he had ever tasted ; together with a barrel 
of excellent herrings for salmagundy, which he 
knew to be his favourite dish. 

This topic of conversation being diseussed, 
the Italian was desired to exhibit a specimen of 
Iiis art, and in a few minutes conducted the 
company into the next room, where, to their 
great astonishment and affright, they l)eheld a 
thousand serpents winding along the ceiling. 
Morgan, struck with this phenomenon, which 
he had not seen before, began to utter exorcisms 
with great devotion, Mr. Jolter ran terrified out 
of the room, Gauntlet drew his hanger, and 
Peregrine himself was disconcerted. The oper- 
ator, perceiving their confusion, desired them to 
retire, and, calling them back in an instant, 
there was not a viper to be seen. He raised 
their admiration by sundry other performances ; 
and the Welshman's former opinion and abhor- 
rence of his character began to recur, when, in 
consideration of the civility with which he had 
been treated, this Italian imparted to them all 
the methods by which he had acted such won- 
ders, that were no other than the effects of 
natural causes curiously combined ; so that 
Morgan became a convert to his skill, asked 
pardon for the suspicion he had entertained, 
and invited the stranger to- pass a few days with 
him at Canterbury. The scruples of Godfrey 
and Jolter were removed at the same time, and 
Peregrine testified his satisfaction by a hand- 
some gratuity which he bestowed upon their 
entertainer. 

The evening being spent in this sociable 
manner, every man retired to his respective 
chamber, and next morning they breakfasted 
together, when Morgan declared Ire would stay 
till he should see our hero fairly embarked, that 
he might have the pleasure of Mr. Gauntlet's 
company to his own habitation : meanwhile, by 
the skipper's advice, ihe servants were ordered 



to carry a store of wine and provision on board, 
in case of accident ; and, as the packet-boat 
could not sail before one o'clock, the company 
walked up hill to visit the castle, where they 
saw the sword of Julius Caesar, and Queen 
Elizabeth's pocket pistol ; repeated Shakspeare's 
description, while they surveyed the chalky 
cliffs on each side, and cast their eyes towards 
the city of Calais, that was obscured by a thick 
cloud which did not much regale their eye-sight, 
because it seemed to portend foul weather. 

Having viewed everything remarkable in this 
place, they returned to the pier, where, after 
the compliments of parting, and an affectionate 
embrace between the two young gentlemen. 
Peregrine and his govemol- stepped aboard, the 
sails were hoisted, and they went to sea with a 
fair wind, while Godfrey, Morgan, and the con- 
jurer walked back to the inn, from whence tliey 
set out for Canterbury before dinner. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

He embarks for France — Is overtaken by a Storm— Is 
surprised with the Appearance of Pipes— 'Lands at 
Calais, and lias an Anray with the Offioers at the 

Custom-house. 

Scarce had the vessel proceeded two leagues 
on the passage, when, the wind shifting, blew 
directly in her teeth ; so that they were obliged 
to haul upon a wind, and alter their course. 
The sea nmning pretty high at the same time, 
our hero, who was below in his cabin, began to 
be squeamish, and, in consequence of the skip- 
per's advice, went upon deck for the comfort of 
his stomach ; while the governor, experienced 
in these disasters, slipped into bed, wh^e he 
lay at his ease, amusing himself with a treatise 
on the cycloid, with algebraical demonstrations, 
which never failed to engage his imagination in 
the most agreeable manner. 

In the mean time the wind increased to a very, 
hard gale, the vessel pitched with great violence,: 
the sea washed over the deck, the master was 
alarmed, the crew were confounded, the passen- 
gers were overwhelmed with sickness and fear, 
and universal distraction ensued. In the midst 
of this uproar. Peregrine holding fast by the 
taffrail, and looking ruefully ahead, the counten- 
ance of Pipes presented itself to his astonished 
view, rising, as it were, from the hold of the 
ship. At first he imagined it was a fear-formed 
shadow of his own brain ; though he did not 
long remain in this error, but plainly perceived 
that it was no other than the real person of 
Thomas, who, jumping on the quarter-deck, 
took charge of the helm, and dictated to the 
sailors with as much authority as if he had been 
commander of the ship. The skipper looked 
upon him as an angel sent to his assistance ; and 
the crew soon discovered him to be a thorough- 
bred seaman, notwithstanding his livery-frock ; 
obeyed his orders with such alacrity, that, in a 
little time, the confusion vanished j and every 
necessary step was taken to weather the gale. 

Our young gentleman immediately conceived 
the meaning of Tom's appearance Qn board ; and 
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when the tumult was a little subsided, went up, 
and encouraged him to exert himself for the 
preservation of the ship, promising to take him 
again into his service, from which he should 
never be dismissed, except at his own desire. 
This assurance had a surprising effect upon 
Pipes, who, though he made no manner of 
reply, thrust the helm into the master's hands, 
saying, " Here, you old bumboat- woman, take 
hold of the tiller, and keep her thus, boy, thus ;" 
and skipped about the vessel, trimming the sails, 
and managing the ropes with such agility and 
skill, that everybody on deck stood amazed at 
his dexterity. 

Mr. Jolter was far from being unconcerned at 
the uncommon motion of the vessel, the singing 
of the wind, and the uproar which he heard 
above him : he looked towards the cabin-door 
with the most fearful expectation, in hope of 
seeing some person who could give some account 
of the weather, and what was doing upon deck ; 
but not a soul appeared, and he was too well 
acquainted with the disposition of his own 
bowels to make the least alteration in his atti- 
tude. When he had lain a good while in all the 
agony of suspense, the boy tumbled headlong 
into his apartment, with such noise, that he 
believed the mast had gone by the board ; and 
starting upright in his bed, asked, with all the 
symptoms of horror, what was the cause of that 
disturbance? The boy, half-stunned by his fall, 
answered in a dolorous tone, '* I'm come to put 
up the dead-lights." At the mention of dead- 
lights, the meaning of which he did not under- 
stand, the poor governor's heart died within 
him : he shivered with despair. His recollection 
forsaking him, he fell upon his knees in the bed, 
and, fixing his eyes upon the book which was in 
his hand, began to pronounce aloud with great 
fervour, *' The time of a complete oscillation in 
the cycloid, is to the time in which a body would 
fail through the axis of the cycloid DV, as the 
circumference of a circle to its diameter.'' 

He would in all likelihood have proceeded 
with the demonstration of this proposition, had 
he not been seized with such a qualm as com- 
pelled him to drop the book, and accommodate 
himself to the emergency of his distemper : he 
therefore stretched lumself at full length, and, 
putting up ejaculations to Heaven, began to 
prepare himself for his latter end, when all of a 
sudden the noise above was intermitted ; and as 
he could not conceive the cause of this tremen- 
dous silence, he imagined that either the men 
were washed overboard, or that, despairing of 
safety, they had ceased to oppose the tempest. 
While he was harrowed by this miserable uncer- 
tainty, which, however, was not altogether unen- 
lightened by some scattered rays of hope, the 
master entered the cabin : then he asked, with 
a voice half-extinguished by fear, how matters 
went upon deck ; and the skipper, with a large 
bottle of brandy applied to his mouth, answered, 
in a hollow tone, ** All's over now, master." 
Upon which, Mr. Jolter, giving himself over for 
lost, exclaimed, with the utmost hoiTor, " Lord 
have mercy upon us ! Christ have mercy upon 



us ; " and repeated this supplication, as it were ' 
mechanically, until the master undeceived him« : 
by explaining the meaning of wliat he had said, \ 
and assuring him that the squall was over. I 

Such a sudden transition from fear to joy ^ 
occasioned a violent agitation both in his mind 
and body ; and it was a full quarter of an hour 
before he recovered the right use of his organs. 
By this time the weather cleared up, the wind 
b^an to blow again from the right comer, and 
the spires of Calais appeared at the distance of 
Bve leagues ; so. that the countenances of all on 
board were lighted up with joyous expectation ; 
and Peregrine, venturing to go down into the 
cabin, comforted his governor with an account 
of the happy turn of their affairs. 

Jolter, transported with the thought of a 
speedy landing, began to launch out in praise of 
that country for which they were bound. He 
observed, that France was the land of politeness 
and hospitality, which were conspicuous in the 
behaviour of all ranks and degrees, from the 
peer to the peasant; that a gentleman and a 
foreigner, far from being insulted and imposed 
upon by the lower class of people, as in Eng- 
land, was treated with the utmost reverence, 
candour, and respect; and their fields were 
fertile, their climate pure and healthy, their 
farmers rich and industrious, and the subjects in 
general the happiest of men. He would have 
prosecuted this favourite theme still farther, had 
not his pupil been obliged to run upon deck, in 
consequence of certain warnings he received 
from his stomach. 

The skipper seeing his condition, very honestly 
reminded him of the cold ham and fowls, with a 
basket of wine which he had ordered to be sent 
on board, and asked if he would have the cloth 
laid below. He could not have chosen a more 
seasonable opportunity of manifesting his own 
disinterestedness. Peregrine made wry faces at 
the mention of food, bidding him, for Heaven's 
sake, talk no more on that subject. He then 
descended into the cabin, and put the same 
question to Mr. Jolter, who, he knew, entertained 
the same abhorrence for his proposal ; and meet- 
ing with the like reception from him, went be- 
tween decks, and repeated his courteous proffer 
to the valet-de-chambre and lacquey, who lay 
sprawling in all the pangs of a double evacuation, 
and rejected hb civility with the most horrible 
loathing. Thus bafHed in all his kind endeavours, 
he ordered his boy to secure the provision in one 
of his own lockers, according to the custom of 
the ship. 

It being low water when they arrived on the 
French coast, the vessel could not enter the har- 
bour, and they were obliged to bring to, and 
wait for a boat, which in less than half-an-hour 
came alongside from the shore; Mr. Jolter now 
came upon deck, and, snuffing up the French 
air with symptoms of infinite satisfaction, asked 
of the boatmen, with the friendlv appellation of 
Mes enfansy what they demanded for transport- 
ing him and his pupil with their baggage to the 
pier. But how was he disconcerted, when those 
polite, candid, reasonable watermen demanded 
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a louis d*or for that service \ Peregrine, with a 
sarcastic sneer, observed, that he already began 
to perceive the justice of his encomiums on the 
French; and the disappointed governor could 
say nothing in his own vindication, but that they 
were debauched by their intercourse with the in- 
habitants of Dover. His pupil, however, was 
.50 much offended at their extortion, tliat he 
absolutely refused to employ them, even when 
they abated one half in their demand, and swore 
he would stay on board till the packet should be 
able to enter the Imrbour, rather than encourage 
such imposition. 

The master, who in all probability had some 
sort of fellow-feeling with the boatmen, in vain 
represented, that he could not with safety lie-to 
er anchor upon a lee-shore : our hero, having 
consulted Pipes, answered, that he had hired his 
.vessel to transport him to Calais, and that he 
would oblige him to perform what he had under- 
taken. The skipper, very much mortified at this 
peremptory reply, which was not over and above 
agreeable to Mr. Jolter, dismissed the boat, nol,- 
withstanding the solicitations and condescension 
of the watermen. Ruiming a little farther in 
shore, they came to an anchor, and waited till 
there was water enough to float them over the 
bar. Then they stood into the harbour ; and 
our gentleman, with his attendants and baggage, 
were landed on the pier by the sailors, whom he 
liberally rewarded for their trouble. 

He was immediately plied by a great number 
of porters, who, like so many hungry wolves, laid 
hold on his luggage, and began to carry it off 
piecemeal, without his order or direction. In- 
censed at this ofHcious insolence, he commanded 
Ihem to desis,t, with many oaths and opprobrious 
terms that his anger suggested ; and perceiving 
that one of them did not seem to pay any regard 
to what he said, but marched off with his bur- 
then, he snatched a cudgel out of his lacquey's 
hand, and overtaking the fellow in a twinkling, 
brought him to the ground with one blow. He 
was instantly suiTounded by the whole congre- 
gation of this canaille^ who resented the injury 
which their brother had. sustained, and would 
have taken immediate satisfaction on the aggress- 
or, had not Pipes, seeing his master involved, 
brought the whole crew to his assistance, and 
exerted liimself so jnanfully, that the enemy were 
obliged to retreat with many marks of defeat, 
and menaces of interesting the commandant in 
their quarrel. Jolter, who knew and dreaded 
the power of the French governor, began to shake 
wtli apprehension, when he heard their repeated 
threats, but they durst- not apply to this magis- 
trate, who, upon a fair representation of the case, 
would have punished them severely for their 
rapacious and insolent behaviour. Peregrine, 
without further molestation, availed himself of 
his own attendants, who shouldered his baggage 
and followed him to the gate, where they were 
stopped by the sentinels until their names should 
be. registered. 

Mr. Jolter, who had undergone this examin- 
ation before, resolved to profit by his experience, 
and cunningly represented his pupil as a young 



English lord. Tliis intimation, supported by the 
appearance of his equipage, was no sooner com- 
municated to the officer, than he turned out the 
guard, and ordered his soldiers to rest upon their 
arms, while his lordship passed in great state to 
the lAon eC Argenty where he took up his lodging 
for the night, resolving to set out for Paris next 
morning in a post-chaise. 

The governor triumphed greatly in this piece 
of complaisance and respect with- which they had 
been honoured, and resumed his beloved topic of 
discourse, in applauding the method and subor- 
dination of the French government, which was 
better calculated for maintaining order and pro^ 
tecting the people, than any constitution upon 
earth. Of their courteous attention to strangers, 
there needed no other proof than the compliment 
which had been paid to them, together with the 
governor's connivance at Peregrine's employing 
his own servants in carrying the baggage to the 
inn, contrary to the privilege of the inhabitants. 

While he expatiated with a remarkable degree 
of self-indulgence on this subject, the valet-de- 
chambre coming into tlie room interrupted his 
harangue by telling his master that their trunks 
and portmanteaus must be carried to the custom- 
house, in order to be searched, and sealed with 
lead, which must remain untouched until their 
arrival at Paris. 

Peregrine made no objection to this practice, 
which was in itself reasonable enough ; but when 
he understood that the gate was besieged by 
another multitude of porters, who insisted upon 
their right of carrying the goods, and also of 
fixing their own price, he absolutely refused to 
comply with their demand. Nay, he chastised 
some of the most clamorous among them with 
his foot, and told them, that if their custom- 
house officers had a mind to examine his bag- 
gage, they might come to the inn for that pur- 
pose. The valet-de-chambre was abashed «at 
this boldness of his master's behaviour, which 
the lacquey, shrujgging up his shoulders, ob- 
served, was bien ^ fAnglaise ; while the governor 
represented it as an indignity to the whole nation, 
and endeavoured to persuade his pupil to comply 
with the custom of the place. But Peregrine's 
natural haughtiness of disposition hindered him 
from giving ear to Jolter s wholesome advice ; 
and in less than half-an-hour they observed a file 
of musketeei's marching up to the gate. At 
sight of this detachment the tutor trembled, the 
valet grew pale, and the lacquey crossed himself ; 
but our hero, without exhibiting any other 
symptoms than those of indignation, met them 
on the threshold, and with a ferocious air de- 
manded their business. The coi-poral who com- 
manded the file answered, with great deliber- 
ation, that he had orders to convey his bag^;agc 
to the custom-house ; and seeing the trunks 
standing in the entry, placed his men between 
them and the owner, while the porters that 
followed took them up, and proceeded to the 
douafte without opposition. 

Pickle was not mad enough to dispute the 
authority of this message ; but in order to gill 
and specify his contempt for Uiose who brought 
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it, he called aloud to his valet, desiring him, in 
French, to accompany his things, and see that 
none of his linen and effects should be stolen by 
the searchers. The corporal, mortified at this 
satirical insinuation, darted a look of resentment 
at the author, as if he had been interested for the 
glory of his nation ; and told him that he could 
perceive he was a stranger in France^ or else he 
would have saved himself the trouble of such a 
needless precaution. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

He malccs a fruitless Attempt in Gallantry— Departs for 
Boulogne, where he spends the evening with certain 
English Exiles. 

Having thus yielded to the hand of power, he 
inquired if there was any other English company 
in the house ; when, understanding that a gentle- 
man and lady lodged in the next apartment, and 
had bespoke a post-chaise for Paris, he ordered 
Pipes to ingratiate himself with their footman, 
and, if possible, learn their names and condition, 
while he and Mr. Tolter, attended by the lacquey, 
took a turn round the ramparts, and viewed the 
particulars of the fortification. 

Tom was so very successful in his inquiry, that 
when his master returned he was able to give 
him a very satisfactory account of his fellow- 
lodgers, in consequence of having treated his 
brother with a bottle of wine. The people in 
question were a gentleman and his lady lately 
arrived from England, in their way to Paris. 
The husband was a man of good fortune, who 
had been a libertine in his youth, and a professed 
declaimer against matrimony. He wanted 
neither sense nor experience, and piqued himself 
in particular upon his art of avoiding the snares 
of the female sex, in which he pretended to be 
deeply versed ; but, notwithstanding all his 
caution and skill, he had lately fallen a sacrifice 
to the attractions of an oyster-wench, who had 
found means to decoy him into the bands of 
wedlock ; and, in order to evade the compli- 
ments and congratulations of his friends and 
acquaintance, he had come so far on a tour to 
Paris, where he intended to initiate his spouse in 
the beau monde. In the mean time, he chose to 
live upon the reserve, because her natural talents 
had as yet received but little cultivation ; and he 
had not the most implicit confidence in her virtue 
and discretion, which, it seems, had like to have 
yielded to the addresses of an officer at Canter- 
bury, who had made shifb to insinuate himself 
into her acquaintance and favour. 

Peregrine's curiosity being inflamed by this 
information, he lounged about the yard, in hopes 
of seeing the dulcinea who had captivated the old 
bachelor ; and at length observing her at a 
window, took the liberty of bowing to her with 
great respect. She returned the compliment 
with a curtsy, and appeared so decent in her 
dress and manner, that unless he liad been previ- 
ously informed of her former life and convers- 
ation, he never would have dreamt that her 
education was different from that of other ladies 
of fashion ; so easy is it to acquire that external 



deportment on which people of condition vsdue 
themselves so much. Not but that Mr. Pickle 
pretended to distinguish a certain vulgar audacity 
in her countenance, which in a lady of birth and 
fortune would have passed for an agreeable 
vivacity that enlivens the aspect, and gives 
poignancy to every feature ; but as she possessed 
a pair of fine eyes, and a clear complexion over- 
spread with a glow of health, which never fails 
of recommending the owner, he could not help 
gazing at her with desire, and forming the design 
of making a conquest of her heart. With this 
view, he sent his compliments to her husband, 
whose name was Hombeck, with an intimation 
that he proposed to set out the next day for 
Paris, and as he understood that he was resolved 
upon the same journey, he should be extremely 
glad of his company on the road, if he was not 
better engaged. Hombeck, who in all proba- 
bility did not choose to accommodate his wife 
with a squire of our hero's appearance, sent a 
civil answer to his message, professing infinite 
mortification at his being unable to embrace the 
favour of this kind offer, by reason of the indis- 
position of his wife, who, he was afraid, would 
not be in a condition for some days to bear the 
fatigue of travelling. 

This rebuff, which Peregrine ascribed to the 
husband's jealousy, stifled his project in embryo ; 
he ordered his French servant to take a place 
for himself in the diligence^ where all his luggage 
was stowed, except a small trunk, with some 
linen and other necessaries, that was fixed upon 
the post-chaise which they hired of the landlord ; 
and early next morning he and Mr. Joker de- 
parted from Calais, attended by his valet-de- 
chambre and Pipes on horseback. They pro- 
ceeded without any accident as far as Boulogne, 
where they breakmsted, and visited old Father 
Graham, a Scottish gentleman of the governor's 
acquaintance, who had lived as a Capuchin in 
that place for the space of threescore years, and 
during that period conformed to all the austerities 
of the order with the most rigorous exactness, 
being equally remarkable for the frankness of his 
conversation, the humanity of his disposition, 
and the simplicity of his manners. From Boulogne 
they took their departure about noon ; and as 
they proposed to sleep that night at Abbeville, 
commanded the postilion to drive with extra- 
ordinary speed. Perhaps it was well for his 
cattle that the axletree ga.ve way, and the chaise 
of course overturned, l^fore they had travelled 
one-third part of the stage. 

This accident compelled them to return to the 
place from whence they had set out ; and as 
they could not procure another conve3rance, they 
found themselves under the necessity of staying 
till their chaise could be refitted. Understanding 
that this operation would detain them a whole 
day, our young gentleman had recourse to \ix% 
patience, and demanded to know what they could 
nave for dinner; the gargon or waiter, thus 
questioned, vanished in a moment, *and immedi- 
ately they were surprised with the appearance of 
a strange figure, which, from the extravagance 
of its dress and gesticulation, Peregrine mistook 
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for a mudman of the crowth of France. This 
phamom (which, by the bye, happened to be 
no other than the cook) was a tall, long-legged, 
meagre, swarthy fellow, that stooped very mucli ; 
his cheek-bones were remarkably raised, his nose 
l^nt into the shape and size of a powder-horn, 
and the sockets of his eyes ^b raw round the 
cilges as if the skin had been pared off. On his 
liead he wore a handkerdnef, which had once 
b.'en white, and now served to cover the upper 
part of a black periwig, to which was attached 
a bag at least a lOot sc^are, with a solitaire and 
rose that stuck upon each side of his ear; so 
tliat he looked lik^ a criminal on the pillory. 
His back was accommodated with a linen waist- 
coat, his hands >idorned with long ruffles of the 
same piece, his middle was girded by an apron, 
Kicked up, AnX it might not concedl his white 
silk stockings, rolled; and at liis entrance he 
1)randi$hed a bloody weapon full three feet in 
Itnglh. 

Per^rine, wlien he first saw him approach in 
Ihis menacing attitude, put himself upon his 
guard ; but being informed of his quality, per- 
used his bill of fare, and having bespoken three 
or four things for dinner, walked out with Mr. 
Jolter to view both towns, which they had not 
leisure to consider minutely before. In their 
return from the harbour they met with four or 
five gentlemen, all of whom seemed .to look 
with an air of dejection, and perceiving our hero 
and his governor to be English by their dress, 
bov/ed with great respect as they passed. Pickle, 
who was naturally compassionate, felt an emotion 
of sympathy ; and seeing a person, who by his 
habit he judiged to be one of their servants, 
accosted him in English, and asked who the 
gentlemen were. The lacquey gave him to un- 
derstand that they were his own countrymen,^ 
exiled from their native homes in consequence of 
their adherence to an, unfortunate and ruined 
cause ; and that they were gone to the sea-side, 
according to their daily practice^ in order to 
indulge their longing eyes with a prospect of the 
M'hite clifls of Albion, which they must never 
more approach. 

Though our young gentleman differed widely 
from them in point of political principles, he 
was not one of those enthusiasts who look upon 
every schism from the established articles of faith 
as damnable, and exclude the sceptic from every 
benefit of humanity and Christian forgiveness : 
he could easily comprehend how a man of the 
most unblemished morals might, by the pre- 
judice of education, or indispensable attachments, 
be engaged in such a blameworthy and pernicious 
undertaking ; and thought that they had already 
sufTered severely for their imprudence. He was 
nfTccted with the account of their diurnal pilgrim- 
nge to the sea-side, which fie considered as a 
pathetic proof of their affliction, and invested 
Mr. Jolter with the agreeable office of going to 
them with a compliment in his name, and begging 
the honour of drinking a glass with them in the 
evening. They accepted the prosposal with 
groat satis&ction and respectful acknowledgment, 
. and in the afternoon waited upon the kind in- 



viter, who treated them with coffee, and wouM 
have detained them to supper, but they entreated 
the favour of his company at the house which 
the^ frequented so earnestly, that he yielded to 
their solicitations, and, with his governor, was 
conducted by them to the place, where they had 
provided an el^ant repast, and regaled them 
with some of the best claret in France. 

It was easy for them to |)ercjive that their 
principal guest was no favourer of their state 
maxims, and therefore they industriously avoided 
every subject of conversation which could give 
the least offence : not but they lamented their 
own situation, which cut them off from all their 
dearest connections, and doomed them to per- 
petual banishment from their families and friends : 
but they did not, even by the most distant 
hint, impeach the justice of that sentence by 
which they were condemned; although one 
among them, who seemed to be about the age 
of thirty^ wept bitterly over his misfortune^ which 
had involved a beloved wiCe and three children 
in misery and distress ; and, in the impatience 
of his grief, cursed his own fate with frantic 
imprecations. His companions, with a view of 
beguiling his sorrow, and manifesting their own 
hospitality at the same time, changed the topic 
of discourse, and circulated the bumpers with 
great assiduity ; so that all their cares were over- 
whelmed and forgotten, several French drinking 
catches were sung, and mirth and good-fellow- 
ship prevailed. 

In the midst of this elevation, which commonly 
unlocks the most hidden Sentiment, and dispels 
every consideration of caution and qonstraint, one 
of the entertainers, being more intoxicated than 
his fellows, proposed a toast, to which Peregrine, 
with some warmth, excepted as an unmannerly 
insult. The other maintained his proposition 
with indecent heat ; and the dispute beginning 
to grow veiy serious, the company interposed, 
and gave judgment against their friend, who was 
so keenly reproached and rebuked for his impo- 
lite behaviour, that he retired in high dudgeon, 
threatening to relinquish their society, and 
branding them with the appellation of apostates 
from the common cause. Mortified at the be- 
haviour of their companion, those that remained 
were earnest in their apolojgies to their guests, 
whom they besought to forgive his intemperance, 
assuring them with great confidence that he 
would, upon the recovery of his reflection, wait 
upon them in person, and ask pardon for the 
umbrage he had given. Pickle was satisfied 
with their remonstrances, resumed his good- 
humour, and the night being pretty far advanced, 
resisted all their importunities with which he 
was entreated to see another l)ottle go round, 
and was escorted to his own lodgings more than 
half-seas over. Next morning, about eight 
o'clock, he was waked by his valet-de-chambre, 
who told him that two of the gentlemen with 
whom he had spent the evening were in tlic 
house, and desired the favour of being admitted 
into his chamber. He could not conceive the 
meaning of this extraordinary visit ; and, order- 
ing his man to show them into his ar:artment, 
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beheld the person who had affronted him enter 
with the gentleman who had reprehended his 
rudeness. 

He who had given the offence, after having 
made an apology for disturbing Mr. Pickle, told 
him that his friend there present had been with 
him early that morning, and proposed the alter- 
native of either fighting with him immediately, 
or coming to beg pardon for his unmannerly de- 
portment over-night : that though he had courage 
enougii to face any man in the field in a righteous 
cause, he was not so brutal as to disobey the 
dictates of his own duty and reflection ; in con- 
sequence of which, and not out of any regard to 
the other's menaces, which he despised, he had 
now taken the liberty of inteiTupting his repose, 
that he might, as soon as possible, atone for the 

■ injury he had done him, which he protested was 
tli^ effect of intoxication alone, and begged his 
forgiveness accordingly. Our hero accepted of 
this acknowledgment very graciously ; thanked 
the other gentleman for the gallant part he had 
acted in his behalf; and perceiving that his 
companion was a little irritated at his officious 
interposition, effected a reconciliation, by con- 
vincing him that what he had done was for tlie 
honour of the company. He then kept them to 
breakfast ; expressed a desire of seeing their 
situation altered for the better ; and the chaise 
being repaired, took his leave of his entertainers, 

- who came to wish him a good journey, and with 
his attendants left Boulogne for the second time. 



CHAPTER XXXVir. 

Proceeds for the Capital-^Takes up his Lodging at Bemay, 
where he is overtaken by Mr. Hombeck, whose Head 
he longs to fortify. 

During this day's expedition, Mr. Jolter took 
an opportunity of imparting to his pupil the re- 
marks he had made upon the mdustry of the 
French, as an undeniable proof of which he 
bade him cast his eyes around, and observe with 
what care every spot of ground was cultivated, 
and from the fertility of that province, which is 
reckoned the pooirest in France, conceive the 
wealth and affluence of the nation in general. 
Peregrine, amazed as well as disgusted at this 
infatuation, answered that what he ascribed to 
industry was the effect of mere wretchedness ; 
the miserable peasants being obliged to plough 
up every inch of ground to satisfy their oppress- 
ive landlords, while they themselves and their 
cattle looked like so many images of famine ; 
that their extreme poverty was evident from the 
face of the country, on which there was not one 
inclosure to be seen, or any other object, except 
scanty crops of barley and oats, which could 
never reward the toil of the husbandman; that 
their habitations were no better than paltry huts ; 
that in twenty miles of extent not one gentleman's 
house appeared ; that nothing was more abject 
and forlorn than the attire of their country 
people; that the equipnge of their travelling 
chaises was infinitely inferior to that of -a dung- 
cart in England; and that the postilion who 



then drove their carriage had neither stockings 
to his legs, nor a shirt to his back. . 

The governor, finding his charge so intractable, 
resolved to leave him in the midst of his own 
ignorance and prejudice, and reserve his observ- 
ations for those who would pay more deference 
to his opinion : and indeed this resolution he 
had often made, and as often broken in the 
transports of his zeal, that frecjuently hurried 
him out of the plan of conduct which in his cooler 
moments he had laid down. They halted for 
refreshment at Montreuil, and about seven in the 
evening arrived at a village called Bemay, where, 
while they waited for fresh horses, they were 
informed by the landlord that the gates of Abbe- 
ville were shut every night punctually at eiglit 
o'clock, so that it would be impossible for them to 
get admittance. He said there was not another 
place of entertainment on the road where they 
■could pass the night ; and therefore, as a friend, 
he advised them to stay at his house, where they 
would find tiie best of accommodation, and pro- 
ceed upon their journey betimes in the morning. 
» Mr. Jolter, though he had travelled on that 
road before, could not recollect whether or not 
mine host spoke truth; but his remonstrance 
being very plausible, our hero determined to 
follow his advice, and being conducted into an 
apartment, asked what they could have for 
supper. The landlord mentioned everything 
that was eatable in the house ; and the whole 
being engrossed for the use of him and his at- 
tendants, he amused himself, till such time as it 
should be dressed, in strolling about the house, 
which stands in a very rural situation. While 
he thus loitered away the time that hung heavy 
on his hands, another chaise arrived at the inn, 
and upon inquiry he found that the new-comers 
were Mr. Hombeckand his lady. The landlord, 
conscious of liis inability to entertain this second 
company, came and begged with great humili- 
ation that Mr. Pickle would spare them some 
part of the victuals he had bespoken; but he 
refused to part with so much as the wing of a 
])artridge, thougli at the same time he sent his 
compliments to the strangers, and giving them 
(o understand how ill the house was provided 
for their reception, invited them to partake of 
his supper. Mr. Hombeck, who was not de- 
ficient in point of politeness, and extremely well 
disposed for a relishing meal, which he- had 
reason to expect from the .savouiy steam that 
issued from the kitclien, could not resist tliis 
second instance of our young gentleman's civility, 
which he acknowledged by a niessitge, importing 
that he and his wiiie woukl do themselves the 
])lcasure of profiting by his courteous offer. 
Peregrine's cheeks glowed when he found him- 
self on the eve of being acquainted with Mr>. 
Hombeck, of whose heart he had already made 
a conquest in imagination ; and he forthwith set 
liis invention at work, to contrive some means 
of defeating her husband's vigilance. 

When supper was ready, he in ])erson gave 
notice to his guests, and, leading the lady into 
his apartment, seated her in an elbow-chair at 
the upper end of the table, squeezing her hand, 
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and dartiAg a most insidious glance at the same 
time. This abrupt behaviour he practised on 
the presumption that a lady of her breeding was 
not to be addressed with the tedious forms that 
must be obsei-ved in one's advances to a person 
of birth and genteel education. In all probability 
his calculation was j\ist, for Mrs. Hornbeck gave 
no signs of discontent at this sort of treatment, 
hut, on the contrary, seemed to consider it as a 
]>roof of the young gentleman's .regard ; and 
though she did not venture to open her mouth 
tliree times during the whole repast, she showed 
lierself particularly well satisfiea with her enter- 
tainer, by sundry sly and significant looks, while 
her husband's eyes were directed another way ; 
and divers loud peals of laughter, signifying her 
approbation of the sallies which be uttered in 
the course of their conversation. 

Her spouse began to be very uneasy at the 
frank demeanour of his yoke-fellow, whom he 
endeavoured to check in her vivacity, by assum- 
ing a severity of aspect ; but whether she obeyed 
the dictates of her own disposition, which, per- 
haps, was merry and unreserved, or wanted to 
punish Mr. Hornbeck for his jealousy of temper ; 
certain it is, her gaiety increased to such a 
degree, that her husband was grievously alarmed 
and incensed at her conduct, and resolved to 
make her sensible of his displeasure, by treading 
in secret upon her toes. He was, however, so 
disconcerted by his indignation, that he mistook 
his mark, and applied the sharp heel of his shoe 
to the side of Mr. Jolter's foot, comprehending 
his little toe that was studded with an angry 
com, which he invaded with such a sudden jerk, 
that the governor, unable to endure the torture 
in silence started up, and, dancing on the floor, 
roared hideously with repeated bellowings, to the 
unspeakable enjoyment of , Peregrme and the 
lady, who laughed themselves almost into con- 
vulsions at the joke. Hornbeck, confounded- 
at the mistake he had committed, liegged pardon 
of the injured tutor with great contrition, pro- 
testing that the blow he had so unfortunately 
received was intended for an ugly cur, which he 
thought had posted himself under the table. It 
was lucky for him that there was actuallv a dog 
in vhe room, to justify this excuse, whicn Jolter 
admitted with the tears running over his cheeks, 
and the economy of the table was recomposed. 

, As soon, however, as the strangers could with 
decency withdraw, this suspicious husband took 
his leave of the* youth, on pretence of being 
fatigued with his journey, after having, by way of 
compliment, proposed that they should travel 
together next day; and Peregrine handed the 
lady to her chamber, where he wished her good 
night with another warm squeeze, which she 
returned. This favourable hint made his heart 
bound with a transport of joy : he lay in wait 
for an opportunity of declaring himself ; and see- 
ing the husband go down into the yard with 
a candle, glided softly into his apartment, where 
he found her almost undressecL Impelled by 
the impetuosity of his passion, which was still 
more inflamed by her present luscious appear- 
ance^ and encouraged by the approbation she had 



already expressed, he ran towards her with 
eagerness, crying, "Zounds! madam, your 
cliarms are irresistible ! " and without further 
ceremony would have clasped her in his arms, 
had she not begged him for the love of God to 
retire ; for should Mr. Hornbeck return and 
5nd him there, she would be undone for ever. 
He was not so blinded by his passion, but that 
he saw the reasonableness of her fear ; and as 
he could not pretend to crown his wishes at 
that interview, he avowed himself her lover, 
assured her that he would exhaust his whole 
invention in finding a proper opportunity for 
throwing himself at her feet ; and in the mean 
time he ravished sundry small &vonrs, which she 
in the hurry of her fright, could not withhold 
from his' impudence of address. Having thus 
happily settled the preliminaries, he withdrew to 
his own chamber, and- spent the whole night ia 
contriving stratagems to elude the jealous caution 
of his fellow-traveller. 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

They set out in company, breakfast at Abbeville, dine at 
Amiens, and, about eleven o'clock, arrive at Chantilly, 
where Pere«-inc executes a Plan which he had con- 
certed upon xiombeck. 

The whole company by agreement rose and 
departed before day, and breakfasted at Abbe* 
ville, 'where they became acquainted with the 
Bnesse of their Bemay landlord, who had im^ 
posed upon them, in affirming that they would 
not have been admitted after the gates were shut. 
From thence they proceeded to Amiens, where 
they dined, and were pestered by begging friars ; 
and the roads being deep, it was eleven o'clock 
at night before they reached Chantilly, where 
they found supper already dressed, in consequence 
of having despatched the valet-de-chambre before 
them on horseback. 

The constitution of Hornbeck being very 
much impaired by a life of irregularity, he found 
himself so fatigued with' his day's journey, which 
amounted to .upwards of a hundred miles, that . 
when he sat down at table, he could scarce sit 
upright ; and in less than three minutes began 
to nod in his chair. Peregrine, who had fore- 
seen and provided for this occasion, advised 
him to exhilarate his spirits with a glass of 
wine ; and the proposal being embraced, tipped 
his valet-de-chambre the wink, who, according 
to the instructions he had received, qualified the 
Burgundy with thirty drops of laudanum, which 
this unfortunate husband swallowed in one glass. 
The dose, co-operating with his former drowsi- 
ness, lulled him so &st to sleep, as it were 
instantaneously, that it was found tiecessary to 
convey him to his own chamber, where his foot- 
man undressed and put him to bed : nor was 
Jolter (naturally of a sluggish disposition) able 
to resist his propensity to sleep, without suffer- 
ing divers dreadful yawns, which encouraged his 
pupil to administer the same dose to him, which 
had operated so successfully upon the other 
Argus. This cordial had not such gentle effect 
upon the nigged organs of Jolter as upon the 
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more delicate nerves of Hombeck; bat dis* 
covered itself in certain Involuntary starlings, 
and convulsive motions in the muscles of his 
face ; and when his nature at length yielded to 
the power of this medicine, he sounded the 
trumpet so loud through his nostrils, that our 
adventurer was afraid the noise would wake his 
other patient, and consequently prevent the 
accomplishment of his aim. The governor was 
therefore committed to the care of Pipes, who 
lugged him into the next room, and, having 
stripped off his clothes, tumbled him into hfs 
nest,- while the two lovers remained at full 
Hberty to indulge their mutual passion. 
' Peregrine, in the impatience of his inclination, 
would have finished tiie fate of Hornbeck imme 
diately ; but his inamorata disapproved of his 
intention, and represented that their being to- 
gether by themselves for any length of time 
would be observed by her servant, who was 
kept as a spy upon her actions ; so that they 
had recourse to anqther scheme, which was 
executed in this manner. He conducted her 
into her own apartment, in presence of her 
footman, who lighted them thither, and wishing 
her good rest, returned to his own chamber, 
where he waited till everything was quiet in the 
house ; then stealing softly to her door, which 
had been left open for his admission in the dark, 
he found the husband still secure in the embraces 
of sleep,- and the lady in a loose gown, ready to 
seal his happiness. He conveyed her to his 
own chamber ; but his guilty passion was not 
gratified. 

- The opium which had been given to Jolter, 
together with the wine he had drunk, produced 
such a perturbation in his fancy, that he was 
visited with horrible dreams ; and, among other 
miserable situations, imagined himself in danger 
of perishing in the flames, which he thought had 
taken hold on hb apartment. This vision made 
such an impression upon his faculties, that he 
alarmed the whole house with repeated cries of 
** Fire I fire ! ** and even leaped out of his bed, 
though he still continued fast asleep. The lovers 
were very disagreeably disturbed by this dreadful 
exclamation ; and Mrs. Hombeck, running in 
gmt confusion to the door, had the mortifi- 
cation to see the footman, with a light in his 
Hand, enter her husband's chamber, in order to 
give him notice of this accident. She knew that 
she would be instantly missed, and could easily 
divine the consequence, unless her invention 
could immediately trump up some plausible 
excuse for her absence. 

' Women are naturally fruitful of expedients in 
cases of such emergency : she employed but a 
few seconds in recollection, and, rushing directly 
towards the apartment of the governor, who 
still continued to hallo in the same note, ex- 
claimed, in a screaming tone, "Lord have mercy 
upon us! where! where!*' By this time, all 
the servants were assembled in strange attire : 
P^r^rine burst into Jolter's room, and seeing 
him stalking in his shirt, with his eyes shut, 
bestowed such a slap upon his back, as in a 
laoment dissolved lus dream, and restored him 



to the use of his senses. He was astonished and 
ashamed at being discovered in such an indecent 
attitude ; and, tMcing refuge under the cl<^es, 
asked pardon of all present for the disturbance 
he had occasioned \ soliciting, with great humility, 
the forgiveness of the lady, who, to a miracle, 
counterfeited the utmost agitation of terror and 
surprise. Meanwhile Hombeck, being awakened 
by the repeated efforts of his man, no sooner 
understood that his wife was missing, than all 
the chimeras of jealousy taking possession of 
his imagination, he started up in a sort of 
frenzy, and, snatching his swoid, flew straight 
to Peregrine's chamber; where, though he found 
not that which he looked for, he unluckily ]>cr- 
ceived an under-petticoat, which his wife had 
forgot in the hurry of her retreat. This discovery 
added fuel to the flame of his resentment, lie 
seized the fiual proof of his dishonour, and, i 
meeting his spouse in her return to bed, pre- 
sented It to her view, saying, with a most express- 
ive countenance, " Madam, you have dropped 
your under-petticoat in the next room.'* 

Mrs. Hombeck, who inherited from nature a 
most admirable presence of mind, looked earn- 
estly at the object in question, and, with incred- 
ible serenity of countenance, affirmed that the 
petticoat must belong to the house, for she had 
none such in her possession. Per^[rine, who 
walked behind her, hearing this asseveration, 
immediately interposed, and pulling Hombeck 
by the sleeve into his chamber, " Gadszooks ! " 
said he, 'Svhat business had you with that 
petticoat? Can't you let a young fellow enjoy 
a little amour with an innkeeper's daughter, 
without exposing his infirmities to your wife? 
Pshaw ! that's so malicious, because you have 
quitted these adventures yourself tp spoil the 
sport of other people." 

The poor husband was so confounded at the 
effrontery of his wife, and this cavalier declara- 
tion of the young man, that his &ith began to 
waver ; he distrusted his own conscious diffidence 
of temper, which, that he might not expose, he 
expressed no doubts of Peregrine's veracity ; but, 
asxing pardon for the mistake he had committed, 
retired. He was not yet satisfied with the be- i 
havioor of his ingenious helpmate, but on the 
contrary determined to inquure more minntely 
into the circumstances of this adventure, which 
turned out so little to his satisfaction, that he 
ordered his servant to get everything ready for 
his departure by break of day ; and when our 
adventurer rose next morning, he found that his 
fellow-travellers were gone above three hours, 
though they had agreed to stay all the forenoon, 
with a view of seeing the prince of Conde*s 
palace, and to proceed all together for Paris in 
the aftemoon. 

Peregrine was a little chagrined, when he 
understood that he was so suddenly deprived of 
this mitasted morsel ; and Jolter could not con- 
ceive the meaning of their abrapt and uncivil 
disappearance, which, after many profound con- 
jectures, he accounted for, by supposing that 
Hombeck was some sharper who had mn away 
with an heiress, whom he found it necessary to 
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conceal from the inquiry of her friends. The pupil, 
who was well assured of the true motive, allowed 
his governor to enjoy the triamph of his own 
penetration, and consoled himself with the hope 
of seeing his dulcinea again at some of the public 
places in Paris, which he proposed to frequent. 
Thus comforted, he visited the magnificent 
stables and palace of Chantilly, and immediately 
after dinner set out for Paris, where they arrived 
in the evening, and hired apartments at an hotel 
in the Faubourg St. Germainey not fiur from the 
playhouse. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

He is involved ia an Adventure at Paris, and taken 
Prisoner by the City Guard— Becomes acquainted 
with a French Nobleman, who introduces him in the 
Beau Monde. 

They were no sooner settled in these lodgings, 
than our hero wrote to his uncle an account of 
their safe arrival, and sent another letter to his 
friend Gauntlet, with a very tender billet inclosed 
for his dear Emilia, to whom he repeated all his 
former vows of constancy and -love. 

The next care that engrossed him was that of 
bespeaking several suits of clothes suitable to the 
French mode ; and, in the mean time, he never 
appeared abroad, except in the English coffee- 
house, where he soon became acquainted with 
some of his own countrymen, who were at Paris 
on the same footing with himself. The third 
evening after his journey, he was engaged in a 
party of those young sparks, at the house of a 
noted traitettr^ whose wife was remarkably hand* 
some, and otherwise extremely well qualified for 
alluring customers to her house. To this lady 
our young gentleman was introduced as a stranger 
fresh from England ; and he vras charmed with 
her personal accomplishments, as well as with 
the freedom and gaiety of her conversation. Her 
frank deportment persuaded him that she was 
one of those kind creatures who granted favours 
to the best bidder : on this supposition he began 
to be so importunate in his addresses, that the 
fair baurgeoise was compelled to cry aloud in de« 
fence of her own virtue. Her husband ran im« 
mediately to her assistance, and finding her in a 
venr alarming situation, flew upon her ravisher 
witn such fury, that he was fain to quit his prey, 
and turn against the exasperated traiUur, whom 
he punished without mercy for his impudent 
intrusion. The lady, seeing her yoke-fellow 
treated with so little respect, espoused his cause, 
and, fixing her nails in his antagonist's face, 
sacrificed all one side of his nose. The noise of 
this encounter brought all the servants of the 
house to 4he rescue of their master ; and Pere- 
grine's company opposing them, a general battle 
ensued, in whidi the French were totally routed, 
the wife insultedi and the husband kicked down- 
stairs. . 

The publican, enraged at the indignity which 
had been offered to him and his family, went out 
intp the spreet, and Jmplored the protection, of 



the^»^, or city guard, which, having heard his 
complaint, fixed their bayonets and surrounded 
the door, to the number of twelve or fourteen. 
The young gentlemen, flushed with their success, 
and considering the soldiers as so many London 
watchmen, whom they had often put to flight, 
drew their swords, and sallied out, with Pere- 
grine at their head. Whether the guard respected 
them as foreigners, or inexperienced youths in- 
toxicated with liquor, they opened to right and 
left, and gave them room to pass without oppo- 
sition. This complaisance, which was the effect 
of compassion, bemg misinterpreted by the Eng- 
lish leader, he, out otmere wantonness, attempted 
to trip up the heels of the soldier that stood next 
him, but failed in the execution, and received a 
blow on his breast with the butt-end of a fusil, that 
made him stagger several paces backward. In- 
censed at this audacious application, the whole 
company charged the detachment sword iu hand .; 
and, after an obstinate ei^agement, iu which 
divers wounds were given and received, every soul 
of them was taken, and conveyed to the main- 
guard. The commanding officer being made 
acquainted with the circumstances of the quarrel, 
in consideration of their youth and national 
ferocity, for which the French make large allow- 
ances, set them all at liberty, after having gently 
rebuked them for the irregularity and insolence 
of their conduct ; so that all our hero acquired 
by his gallantry and courage, was a number of 
scandalous nuirks upon his visage that confined 
him a whole week to his chamber. It was im- 
possible to conceal this disaster from Mr. Jolter, 
who, having obtained intelligence of the par- 
ticulars, did not fail to remonstrate against the 
rashness of the adventuret which, he observed, 
must have been fatal to them, had their enemies 
been other than Frenchmen, who, of all people 
under the sun, most rigorously observe the laws 
of hospitality. 

As the governor's acquaintance lay chiefly 
among In^ and English priests, and a set of 
low people who live by making themselves 
necessary to strangers, either in teaching the 
French, language, or executing small commis- 
sions with which they are intrusted, he was not 
the. most proper person in the world for regulat- 
ing the taste of a young gentleman who travelled 
for improvement, in expectation of making a 
figure one day in his own country. Being con- 
scious of his own incapacity, he contented him- 
self with the office of a steward, $md kept a 
faithful account of all the money that was dis- 
bursed in the course of their family expense : not 
but that he was acquainted with all the places 
which were visited by strangers on their first 
arrival at Paris ; and he knew to a Hard what 
was commonly given to the Swiss of each re- 
markable hotel ; though, with respect to the 
curious painting and statuary that everywhere 
abounded in that metropolis, he was more 
ignorant than the domestic that attends for a 
livre a day. 

In short, Mr. Jolter could give a Very good 
account of the stages on the road, and save the 
expense of Antonini's detail 9f tbe curiosities ii) 
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Paris : he was a connoisseur in ordinaries, from 
twelve to five-and-thirty livres, knew all the 
rates of a fiacre and remise^ could dispute with a 
taillettr or a traiMtr upon the articles of his bill, 
and scold the servants in tolerable French. But 
the laws, customs, and genius of the people, the 
characters of individuals, and scenes of polished 
life, were subjects which he had neither oppor- 
tunities to observe, inclination to consider, nor 
discernment to distinguish. All his maxims 
Avere the suggestions of pedantry and prejudice ; 
so that his perception was obscured, his judg- 
ment biassed, his address awkward, and his 
conversation absui'd and unentertaining : yet such 
as I have represented this tutor, are the greatest 
part of those animals who lead raw boys about 
the world, under the denomination of travelling 
governors. Peregrine, therefore, being perfectly 
well acquainted with the extent of Mr. Jolter s 
abilities, never dreamt of consulting him in the 
disposition of his conduct, but parcelled out his 
time according, to the dictates of his own reflec- 
tion, and the information and direction of his 
companions, who had lived longer in France, 
and consequently were better acquainted with 
the pleasures of the place. 

As soon as he was in a condition to appear h 
la Frattfaiset he hired a genteel chariot by the 
month, made the tour of the Luxembourg gallery, 
Palais Royal, all the remarkable hotels, churches, 
and celebrated places in Paris ; visited St. 
Cloud, Marli, Versailles, Trianon, St. Ger- 
maine, and Fontainebleau ; enjoyed the opera, 
masquerades, Italian and French comedy ; and 
seldom failed of appearing in the public walks, 
in hopes of meeting with Mrs. Hornbeck, or 
some adventure suited to his romantic disposi- 
tion. He never doubted that his person would 
attract the notice of some distinguished inam- 
orata, and was vain enough to believe that few 
female hearts were able to resist the artillery of 
his accomplishments, should he once find an 
opportunity of planting it to advantage. He 
presented himself, however, at all the spectacles 
for many weeks, without reaping the fruits of 
his expectation ; and began to entertain a very 
indifferent idea of the French discernment, which 
had overlooked him so long, when one day, in 
his way to the opera, his chariot was stopped 
by an enibatras in the street, occasioned by two 
peasants, who having driven their carts against 
each other, quaiTelled, and went to loggerheads 
on the spot. Such a rencounter is so uncommon 
in France, that the people shut up their shops, 
and from their windows threw cold water upon 
the combatants, with a view of putting an end 
to the battle, which was maintained with great 
fury and very little skill, until one of them 
receiving an accidental fall, the other took the 
advantage of this misfortune, and, fastening upon 
him as he lay, began to thump the pavement 
with his head. 

Our hero's equipage being detained close by 
the field of this contention. Pipes could not bear 
to ^02 the laws of boxing so scandalously trans- 
j;i-essed, and, leaping from his station, pulled 
the olTender from his antagonist, whom he raised 



up, and in the English language encouraged to 
a second essay, instructing him at the same tioie, 
by clenching his fists according to art, and put- 
ting himself in a proper attitude. Thus con- 
firmed, the enraged carman sprang upon his foe, 
and in all appearance would have effectually 
revenged the injury he had sustainedi if he had 
not been prevented by the interposition of a 
lacquey belonging to a nobleman, whose coach 
was obliged to halt in consequence of the dis- 
pute. This footnian, who was distinguished by 
a cane, descending from his post, without the 
least ceremony or expostulation, began to employ 
his weapon upon thehead -and shoulders of^ the 
peasant who had been patronized by Pipes ; 
upon which, Thomas, resenting such ungenerous 
behaviour, bestowed such a stomacher upon the 
officious intermeddler, as discomposed the whole 
economy of his entrails, and obliged him to dis- 
charge the interjection Ah ! with demonstrations 
of great anguish and amazement. The other 
two footmen who stood behind the coach, seeing^ 
their fellow-servant so insolently assaulted, flew 
to his assistance, and rained a most disagreeable 
shower upon the head of his aggressor, who had 
no means of diversion or defence. 

Peregrine, .though he did not approve of 
Tom^s conduct, could not bear to see him so 
roughly handled, especially as he thought his 
own honour concerned in the fray ; and^ there- 
fore, quitting his machine, came to the rescue of 
his attendant, and charged his adversaries sword 
in hand. Two of them no sooner perceived this 
reinforcement, than they betook themselves to 
flight ; and Pipes, having twisted the cane out 
of the hands of the third, belaboured him so 
unmercifully, that our hero thought proper to 
interpose his authority in his behalf. The 
common people stood aghast at this unpreced- 
ented boldness of Pickle, who understanding 
that the person whose servants he had disciplined 
was a general and prince of the blood, went up 
to the coach, and asked pardon for what he had 
done, imputing his own l)ehaviour to his ignor- 
ance of the other's quality. The old nobleman 
accepted of his apology with great politeness, 
thanking him for the trouble he had taken to 
reform the manners of his domestics ; and guess- 
ing from our youth's appearance that he was 
some stranger of condition, very courteously 
inyited him into the coach, on the supposition 
that they were both going to the opera. Pickle 
gladly embraced this opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with a person of such rank, and, 
ordering his own chariot to follow, accompanied 
the count to his loge, where he conversed with 
him during the whole entertainment. 

He soon perceived that Peregrine was not de- 
ficient in spirit or sense, and seen^ed particularly 
pleased with his engaging manner and easy de- 
portment, qualifications &r which the English 
nation is by no means remarkable in France, and 
therefore the more conspicuous and agreeable in 
the character of our hero, whom the nobleman 
carried home that same evening, and introduced 
to his lady and several persons of fashion who 
supped at hi^ house, Peregrine was quite capti- 
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vated by their affable behaviour and the vivacity 
of their discourse ; and, after having been hon- 
oured with particular marks of consideration, 
took his leave, fully determined to cultivate such 
a valuable acquaintance. 

His vanity suggested, that now the time was 
come when he should proiit by his talents among 
the fair sex, on whom he resolved to employ his 
utmost art and address. With this view he 
assiduously engaged in all parties to which he 
had access by means of his noble friend, who let 
slip no opportunity of gratifying his ambition. 
He for some time shared in all his amusements, 
and was entertained in many of the best families 
of France ; but he did not long enjoy that 
elevation of hope, which had flattered his imagin- 
ation. He soon perceived that it would be im- 
possible to maintain the honourable connections 
he had made, without engaging every day at 
quadrille, or, in other words, losing his money ; 
for every person of rank, whether male or female, 
was a professed gamester, who knew and prac- 
tised all the finesse of the art, of which he was 
entirely ignorant. Besides, he began to find 
himself a mere novice in French gallantry, which 
is supported by an amazing volubility of tongue, 
and obsequious and incredible attention to trifles, 
a surprising faculty of laughing out of pure com- 
plaisance, and a nothingness of conversation 
which he could never attain. In. short, our 
hero, who among his own countrymen would 
have passed for a sprightly, entertaining fellow, 
was considered in the brilliant assemblies of 
France as a youth of a very phlegmatic disposi- 
tion. No wonder, then, that his pride was 
mortified at his own want of importance, which 
he did not fail to ascribe to their defect in point 
of judgment and taste. He conceived a disgust 
at the mercenary conduct, as well as the shallow 
intellects, of the ladies ; and after he had spent 
some months, and a round sum of money, in 
fruitless attendance and addresses, he fairly 
quitted the pursuit, and consoled himself with 
the conversation of a merry filU de joie, whose 
good graces he acquired by an allowance of 
twenty louis per month. That he might the 
more easily afford this expense, he dismissed 
his chariot and French lacquey at the same 
time. 

He then entered himself in a noted academy, 
in order to finish his exercises, and contracted an 
acquaintance with a few sensible people, whom 
he distinguished at the coffee-house and ordinary 
to which he resorted, and who contributed not 
a little to the improvement of his knowledge and 
taste ; for, prejudice apart, it must be owned 
that France abounds with men of consummate 
honour, profound sagacity, and the most liberal 
education. From the conversation of such, he 
obtained a distinct idea of their government and 
constitution; and though he could not help 
admiring the excellent order and economy of 
their police, the result of all his inquiries was 
self-congratulation on his title to the privileges of 
a British subject. Indeed this invaluable birth- 
right was rendered conspicuous by such flagrant 
cccmren^esi which fell every day almost imder 



his observation, that nothing but the grossest 
prejudice could dispute its existence. 



CHAPTER XL. 

Acquires a distinct Idea of the French Government — 
Quarrels with a Mousquetaire, whom he afterwards 
fights and vanquishes, after having punished him for 
interfering in his amorous Recreations. 

Amono many other instances of the same nature, 
I believe it will not be amiss to exhibit a few 
specimens of their administration, which hap- 
pened during his abode at Paris ; that those who 
have not the opportunity of observing for them- 
selves, or are in danger of being influenced by 
misrepresentation, may compare their own con- 
dition with that of their neighbours, and do 
justice to the constitution under which they live. 

A lady of distinguished character having been 
lampooned by some obscure scribbler, who could 
not be discovered, the ministry, in consequence 
of her complaint, ordered no fewer than five-and- 
twenty abbes to be apprehended and sent to the 
Bastille, on the maxim of Herod, when he com- 
manded the innocents to be murdered, hoping 
that the principal object of his cruelty would not 
escape in the general calamity ; and the friends 
of those unhappy prisoners durst not even com- 
plain of the unjust persecution, but shrugged up 
their shoulders, and in silence deplored their 
misfortune, uncertain whether or not they should 
ever set eyes on them again. 

About the same time a gentleman of family, 
who had been oppressed by a certain powerful 
duke that lived in the neighbourhood, found 
means to be introduced to the king, who, receiv- 
ing his petition very graciously, asked in what 
regiment he served ; and when the memorialist 
answered that he had not the honour of being in 
the service, returned the paper unopened, and 
refused to hear one circumstance of his com- 
plaint ; so that, far from being redressed, he 
remained more than ever exposed to the tyranny 
of his oppressors ; nay, so notorious is the dis- 
couragement of all those who presume to live 
independent of court favour and connections, 
that one of the gentlemen, whose friendship 
Peregrine cultivated, frankly owned he was in 
possession of a most romantic place in one of 
the provinces, and deeply enamoured of a 
country life; and yet he duret not reside upon 
his own estate, lest, by slackening in his attend- 
ance upon the great, who honoured him with, 
their protection, he should fall a prey to some 
rapacious intendant 

As for the common people, they are so much 
inured to the scourge and insolence of power, 
that every shabby subaltern, every beggarly 
cadet of the nobUsse^ every low retainer to the 
court, insults and injures them with impunity. 
A certain icuyevy or horsedealer, belonging to the 
king, being one day under the hands of a barber, 
who happened to cut the head of a pimple on his 
face, he started up, and drawing his sword, 
wounded him desperately in the shoulder. The 
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twisted cmt of his companion's hand : upon 
which, he took his place ; and, in all likelihood, 
an obstinate dispute would have ensued, had 
they not been interrupted by the guard, at sight 
of whom the two Frenchmen scampered off. 
Our young gentleman and his friend allowed 
themselves to be taken prisoners by the detach- 
ment which had been sent out for that purpose, 
and were carried before the magistrate, who, 
having sharply reprimanded them for presuming 
to act in contempt of the laws, set them at 
liberty, in consideration of their being strangers ; 
cautioning them, at the same time, to beware of 
such exploits for the future. 
. When Peregrine returned to his own lodgings, 
Pipes, seeing the blood trickling down upon his 
master's neckcloth and solitaire, gave evident 
tokens of surprise and concern ; not for the 
consequences of the wound, which he did not 
suppose dangerous, but for the glory of Old 
England, which he was afraid had suffered in 
the engagement ; for he could not help saying, 
with an air of chagrin, as he followed the youth 
into his chamber, *'I do suppose as how you 
gave that lubberly Frenchman as good as he 
brought." 



CHAPTER XLI. 

Mr. JoUer threatens to leave him on account of his Mis- 
conduct, which he promises to rectify ; but his Reso- 
lution is defeated by the Impetuosity of his Passions 
— He meets accidentally with Mrs. Hombeck, who 
elopes with him from her Husband, but is restored by 
the Interposition of the British Ambassador. 

Though Mr. Jolter was extremely well pleased 
at tlie safety of his pupil, he could not forgive 
him for the terror and anxiety he had undergone 
on his account ; and roundly told him, that not- 
wiilistanding the inclination and attachment he 
had to his person, he w^uld immediately depart 
for England, if ever he should hear of his being 
involved in such another adventure ; for it could 
not be expected that he would sacrifice his own 
quiet, to an unrequited regard for one who 
seemed determined to keep him in continual 
uneasiness and apprehension. 

To this declaration Pickle made answer, that 
Mr. Jolter, by this time, ought to be convinced 
of the attention he had always paid to his ease 
and satisfaction ; since he well knew that he had 
ever looked upon him in the light of a friend 
rather than as a counsellor or tutor ; and desired 
his company in France with a view of pro- 
moting his mterest, not for any emolument he 
could expect from his instruction. This being 
the case, he was at liberty to consult his own 
inclinations, with regard to going or staying : 
though he could not help owning himself obliged 
by the concern he expressed for his safety, and 
would endeavour, for his own .sake, to avoid 
giving him any cause of disturbance in time to 
come. 

No man was more capable of moralizing upon 
Peregrine's misconduct than himself: his reflec- 
tions were extremely just and sagacious, and 
attended with no other dis;vd vantage but that of 



occurring too late. He projected a thousand 
salutary schemes of deportment, but, like other 
projectors, he never had interest enough with 
the ministry of his passions to bring any of theni 
to bear. He liad, in the heyday of his gallantry, 
received a letter from his friend Gauntlet, with 
a kind postscript from his charming Emilia; but 
it arrived at a very unseasonable juncture, when 
his imagination was engrossed by conquests that 
more agreeably flattered his ambition ; so that 
he could not find leisure and inclination, from 
that day, to honour the correspondence which he 
himself had solicited. His vanity had, by this 
time, disapproved of the engagement he had 
contracted in the rawness and inexperience of 
youth; suggesting, that he was born to make 
such an important figure in life, as ought to raise 
his ideas above the consideration of any such 
middling connections, and fix his attention upon 
objects of the most sublime attraction. These 
dictates of ridiculous pride had almost effaced 
the remembrance of his amiable mistress, or at 
least so far warped his morals and integrity, that 
he actually began to conceive hopes of her alto- 
gether unworthy of his own character and her 
deserts. 

Meanwhile, being destitute of a toy for the 
dalliance of his idle houi-s, he employed several 
spies, and almost every day made a tour of the 
public places in person, with a view of procuring 
intelligence of Mr. Hornbeck, with whose wife 
he longed to have another interview. In this 
coui-se of expectation had he exercised himself a 
whole fortnight^ when, chancing to be at the 
Hospital of the Invalids with a gentleman lately 
arrived from England, he no sooner entered the 
church than he perceived this lady, attended by 
her spouse, who at sight of our hero changed 
colour and looked another way, in order to 
discourage any communication between them. 
But the young man, who was not so easily 
repulsed, advanced with great assurance to his 
fellow-traveller, and, taking him by the hand, 
expressed his satisfaction at this unexpected 
meeting ; kindly upbraiding him for his precipi- 
tate retreat from Chantilly. Before Hornbeck 
could make any reply he went up to his wife, 
whom he complimented in the same manner; 
assuring her, with some significant glances, he. 
was extremely mortified that she had put it out 
of his power to pay his respects to her on his - 
Hrst arrival at Paris ; and tlien, turning to her 
husband, who thought proper to keep close to 
him in this conference, begged to know where 
he could have the honour of waiting upon him ; 
observing, at the same time, that he himself 
lived h f AcadSmie de Palfratier, 

Mr. Hornbeck, without making any apology 
for his elopement on the road, thanked Mr. 
Pickle for his complaisance in a very cool and 
disobliging manner ; saying that as he intended 
to shift his lodgings in a day or two, he could 
not expect the pleasure of seeing him, until he 
should be settleil, when he would' call at the 
academy, and conduct him to his new habitation. 

Pickle, who was not unacquainted with the 
sentiments of this jealous gentleman, did not put 
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much coniidence in his pvomise, and therefore 
made divers efforts to enjoy a little private con- 
versation with his wife ; but lie was baffled in 
all his attempts by the indefatigable vigilance 
of her keeper, and reaped no other immediate 
pleasure from this accidental meeting, than that 
of a kind squeeze while he handed her into the 
coach. However, as he had been witness to 
some instances of her invention, and Was no 
stranger to the favourable disposition of her 
heart, he entertained some faint hopes of profit- 
ing by her understanding, apd was not deceived 
in Iiis expectation ; for the very next forenoon, 
a Savoyard called at the academy, and put the 
following billet in his hand : — 

" CorND SuR,~Heaving the playsure of meating with 
you at the of — spital of anvilheaas, I take this lubbertea of 
latin you know, that I lotch at the hot tail de May cong 
dangle rouy jboghouteUn^ with two postis at the gait, 
naytheir of um vecy hole, ware I shall be at the windore, 
if m kais you will be so good as to pass that way at sicks 
a cloak in the beaveninz, when Mr. Honibeck goes to the 
Calf hay de Contea. Prey for the loaf of Geesus keep 
this from the nolegii of my hussban, ells he will make me 
lecd a hell upon urth. — Being all fropi, deer Sur, your 
most umbell servaii wile "Dkborah Hornbbck." 

Oar yotuig gentleman was ravished at the re- 
ceipt of this elegant epistle, which was directed, 
A Monsr. Monsr. Pick/ull, a la Gaddamme lU 
Paul Freny^ and did not fail to obey the sum- 
mons at the hour of assignation ; when the lady, 
true to her appointment, beckoned him up-staii-s, 
and he had the good fortune to be admitted 
.unseen. 

After the first transports of their mutual joy 
at meeting, she told, him, that her husband had 
been very surly and cross ever since the adven- 
ture at Chantilly, which he liad not yet digested ; 
that he had laid severe injunctions upon, her to 
avoid all commerce with Pickle, and even threat- 
ened to shut her up in a convent for life, if ever 
she should discover the least inclination to renew 
that acquaintance ; that she had been cooped up 
in her chamber since her arrival at Paris, with- 
out being permitted to see the place, or indeed 
any company, except that of her landlady, whose 
language she did not understand ; so that her 
spirit being broken, and her health impaired, he 
was prevailed upon some days ago to indulge 
her in a few airings, during which she had seen 
the gardens of the Luxembourg, the Tuileries, 
and Palais Royal, though at those times when 
there was no company in the walks ; and that it 
was in one of those excursions she had the hap- 
piness of meeting with him. Finally, she gave 
him to undei'stand, that rather than continue 
longer in such confinement with the man whom 
she could not love, she would instantly give him 
the slip, and put herself under the protection of 
her lover. 

Rash and unthinking as this declaration might 
be, the young gentleman was so much of a gal- 
lant, that he would not balk the lad/s inclina- 
tions ; and too infatuated by his passion to fore- 
see the consequences of such a dangerous step : 
he therefore, without hesitation, embraced the 
proposal ; and the coast being clear, they sallied 
into the street, where Peregiine, calling Si/iacre, 



ordered the coachman to drive them to a tavern ; 
but knowing it would not be in his power to 
conceal her from the search of the lieutaiant de 
police^ if she should remain within the walls of 
Paris, he hired a rtmise, and ^carried her that 
same evening to Villejuif, about four leagues from 
town, where he stayed with her all night ; and 
having boarded her on a genteel pension, and 
settled the economy of his future visits, returned 
next day to his own lodgings. 

While he thus enjoyed his success, iier husband 
endured the tortures of the damned. When he 
returned from the coffee-house, and understood 
that his wife -had eloped, without being perceived 
by any person in the family, he began to rave 
and foam with rage and jealousy ; and, in the 
iwvy of distraction, accused the landlady of being 
an accomplice in her escape, threatening to 
complain of her to the commissaire. The woman 
could not conceive how Mrs. Hornbeck, who 
she knew was an utter stranger to the French 
language, and kept no sort of company, could 
elude the caution of her h\^band, and tind any 
refuge in a place where she had no acquaintance, 
and began to suspect the lodger's emotion was 
no other than an affected passion to conceal his 
own practices upon his vAit^ who had perhaps 
fallen a sacrifice to his jealous disposition. She 
therefore spared him the trouble of putting his 
menaces into execution bygoing to the magistrate, 
without any further deliberation, and giving an 
accoun*. of what she knew concerning this mys- 
terious affair, with certain insinuations against 
Honibeck 's character, which she represented as 
pf^vish and capricious to the last degree* 

While she thus anticipated the purpose of the 
plaintiff, her information was interrupted by the 
arrival of the party himself, who exhibited his 
complaint with such evident marks of perturba- 
tion, anger, and impatience, that the commissaire 
could easily perceive that he had no share in the 
disappearance of his wife, and directed him to 
the lieutenant de police^ whose province it is to 
take cognizance of such occurrences. This 
gentleman, who presides over the city of Paris, 
having heard the particulars of Hombeck's mis- 
fortune, asked if he suspected any individual 
person as the seducer of his yoke-fellow ; and 
when he mentioned Peregrine as the object of his 
suspicion, granted a warrant and a detachment 
of soldiers, to search for and retrieve the fugitive. 

The husband conducted them immediately to 
the academy where our hero lodged ; and having 
rummaged the whole place, to the astonishment 
of Mr. Jolter, without finding either his wife or 
the supposed ravisher, accompanied them to all 
the public-houses in the Faubourg, which having 
examined also without success, he returned to 
the magistrate in a state of despair, and obtained 
a promise of his making such an effectual inquirj', 
that in three days \A should have an account of 
her, provided she was alive, and within the walls 
of Paris. 

Our adventurer, who had foreseen all this 
disturbance, was not at all surprised when his 
governor told him what had happened, and 
conjured him to restore the woman to the right 
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owner, with many pathetic remonstrances touch- 
ing the heinous sin of adultery, the distraction of 
the unfortunate husband, and the danger of in- 
curring the resentment of an arbitrary govern- 
ment, which, upon application being made, 
would not fail of espousing the cause of the 
injured. He denied, with great effrontery, that 
he had the least concern in the matter, pretended 
to resent the deportment of Hombeck, whom he 
threatened to chastise for his scandalous sus- 
picion, and expressed his displeasure at the 
credulity of Jolter, who seemed to doubt the 
veracity of his asseveration. 

Notwithstanding this confident behaviour, 
Jolter could not help entertaining doubts of his 
sincerity, and, visiting the disconsolate swain, 
begged he would, for the honour of his country, 
as well as for the sake of his own reputation, 
discontinue his addresses to the Uattenant de 
police^ and apply to the British ambassador, who, 
by dint of friendly admonitions, would certainly 
prevail upon Mr. Pickle to do him all the justice 
in his power, if he was really the author of the 
injury he had sustained. The governor urged 
this advice with the appearance of so much 
sympathy and concern, promising to co-operate 
with all his influence in his behalf, that Hombeck 
embraced the proposal, communicated his purpose 
to the magistrate, who commended the resolution 
as the most decent and desirable expedient he 
could use, and then waited upon his excelfency, 
who readily espoused his cause, and sending for 
the young gentleman that same evening, read 
him such a lecture in private, as extorted a con- 
fession of the whole affair. Not that he assailed 
him with sour and supercilious maxims, or severe 
rebuke ; because he had penetration enough to 
discern that Peregrine's disposition was impr^- 
nable to all such attacks; but he first of ail 
rallied him on his intriguing genius ; then, in a 
humorous manner, described the distraction of 
the poor cuckold, who he owned was justly 

1)unished for the absurdity of his conduct ; and 
astly, upon the supposition that it would be no 
great effort in Pickle to part with such a conquest, 
especially after it had been for some time pos- 
sessed, represented the necessity and expediency 
of restoring her, not only out of regard to his 
own character and that of his nation, but also 
with a view to his ease, which would in a little 
• time be very much invaded by such an incum- 
brance, that in all probability would involve him 
in a thousand difhculties and disgusts. Besides, 
he assured him that he was already, by order of 
the lieutenant de police, surrounded with spies, 
who would watch all his motions, and imm«li- 
ately discover the retreat in which he had dis- 
posed his prize. These argumifents, and the frank 
familiar manner in which they were delivered — 
but, above all, the last consideration — induced 
the young gentleman to disclose the whole of his 
proceedings to the ambassador ; and he promised 
to be governed by .his direction, provided the 
lady should not suffer for the step she had taken, 
but be received by her husband with due rever- 
ence and respect. These stipulations being 
agreed to, he undertook to produce her in eight- 



and-forty hours ; and, taking coach, immediately 
drove to the place of her residence, where he 
spent a whole day and a night in convincing her 
of the impossibility of their enjoying each other 
in that manner ; then, returning to Paris, he 
delivered her into the hands of the ambassador, 
who, having assured her that she might depend 
upon his friendship and protection, in case she 
should find herself aggrieved by the jealous 
temper of Mr. Hombeck, restored her to her 
legitimate lord, whom he counselled to exempt 
her from that restraint which in all probability 
had been the cause of her elopement, and en- 
deavour to conciliate her affection by tender and 
respectful usage. 

The husband behaved with great humility and 
compliance, protesting that his chief study should 
be to contrive parties for her pleasure and satis- 
faction. But no sooner did he regain possession 
of his stray sheep, than he lock^ her up more 
closely than ever; and, after having revolved 
various schemes ibr her reformation, determined 
to board her in a convent, under the inspection 
of a prudent abbess, who should superintend her 
morals, and recall her to the paths of virtue 
which she had forsaken. With this view, he 
consulted an English priest of his acquaintance, 
who advised him to settle her in a monastery at 
Lisle, that she might be as far as possible from 
the machinations of her lover ; and gave him a 
letter of recommendation to the superior of a 
certain convent in that place, for which Mr. 
Hombeck set out in a few days with his trouble- 
some charge. 



CHAPTER XLII. 

Peregrine resolves to return to England— Is diverted with 
the odd Characters of two of his Countrymen, with 
whom he contracts an acquaintance in the Apart* 
ments of the Palais RoyaL 

In the mean time our hero received a letter from 
his aunt, importing that the commodore was in 
a very declining way, and longed much to see 
him at the garrison ; and at the same time he 
heard from his sister, who gave him to under- 
stand that the young gentleman, who had for 
some time made his addresses to her, was become 
very pressing in his solicitations ; so that she 
wanted to know in what manner she should 
answer his repeated entreaties. Those two con- 
siderations determined the young gentleman to 
return to his native country ; a resolution that 
was far from being disagreeable to Jolter, who 
knew that the incumbent on a living which was 
in the gift of Trunnion was extremely old, and 
that it would be his interest to be upon the spot 
at the said incumbent's decease. 

Peregrine, who had resided about 6fteen months 
in France, thought he was now sufficiently quali- 
fied for eclipsifig most of his contemporaries in 
England, and therefore prepared for his departure 
with infinite alacrity ; being moreover inflamed 
with the most ardent desire of revisiting his 
friends, and renewing his connections, particu- 
lady with Emilia, whose heart he, by this time, 
thought he was able to reduce on his own terms. 
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As he proposed to make the tour of Flanders 
and Holland in his return to England, he re- 
solved to stay at Paris a week or two after his 
affairs were settled, in hope of finding some 
agreeable companion disposed for the same 
journey; and, in order to refresh his memory, 
made a ' second circuit round all the places in 
that capital, where any curious production of art 
is to h€ seen. In the course of this second ex- 
amination he chanced to enter the Palais Royal, 
just as two gentlemen alighted from z. fiacre at 
the gate ; gnd all three being admitted at the 
same time, he soon perceived that the strangers 
were of his own country. One of them was a 
young man, in whose air and countenance ap- 
peared all the uncouth gravity and supercilious 
self-conceit of a physician piping-hot from his 
studies ; while the other, to whom his companion 
spoke by the appellation of Mr. Pallet, displayed 
at first sight a strange composition of levity and 
assurance. Indeed, their chamcters, dress, and 
address, were strongly contrasted: the doctor 
wore a suit of black, and a huge tie-wig, neither 
suitable to his own age, nor the fasliion of the 
country where he then lived ; whereas the other, 
though seemingly turned of fifty, strutted in a 
gay summer dress of the Parisian cut, with a bag 
to his own grey hair, and a red feather in his hat, 
which he carried under his arm. As these figures, 
seemed to promise something entertaining. Pickle 
entered into conversation with them immediately, 
and soon discovered that the old gentleman was 
a painter from London, who had stolen a foitnight 
from his occupation, in order to visit the remark- 
able paintings of France and Flanders ; and that 
the doctor had taken the opportunity of accom- 
panying him in his tour. - Being extvemely talka- 
tive, he not only communicated these particulars 
to our hero in a very few minutes after their meet- 
ing, but alio took occasion to whisper in his ear 
that his fellow-traveller was a man of vast learn- 
ing, and, beyond all doubt, the greatest poet of 
the age. As for himself, he was under no neces- 
sity of making his own eulogium ; for he soon 
gave such specimens of his taste and talents as 
left Pickle no room to doubt of his capacity. 

While they stood considering the pictures in 
one of the first apartments, which are by no 
means the most masterly compositions, the Swiss, 
Avho set up for a connoisseur, looking at a ceitain 
piece, pronounced the word magnifique! with a 
note of admiration ; upon which Mr. Pallet, who 
was not at all a critic in the French language, 
replied, with great vivacity, **MantifaCt you 
mean, and a very indifferent piece of manufacture 
it is : pray, gentlemen, take notice ; there is no 
keeping in those heads upon .the background, 
and no relief in the principal figure : then you'll 
observe the shadings are harsh to the last degree ; 
—and, come a little closer this way — don't you 
perceive tliat the foreshortening of that arm is 
monstrous ?-regad, sir! thereisanabsolute/racture 
in the Iknb. Doctor, you understand anatomy : 
don't you think that muscle evidently misplaced ? 
Hark ye, Mr. what-d'ye-call-um (turning to the 
attendant), wliat is the name of the dauber who 
painted that miserable performance?" The 



Swiss, imagining that he was all this time ex- 
pressing his sati^action, sanctioned his supposed 
commendation by exclaiming, ja^u/fTJir. *' Right, " 
cried Pallet : " I could not recollect his name, 
though his manner is quite familiar to. me. We 
have a few pieces in England, done by that same 
Sangpree ; but there they are in no estimation ; 
we have more taste among us than to relish the 
productions of such a miserable gM* A'n't he 
an ignorant coxcomb, doctor? " The physician, 
ashamed of his companion's blunder^ thought it 
was necessary, for thie honour of his own charac- 
ter, to take notice of it before the stranger, and 
therefore answered his question by repeating this 
line from Horace : — 

Mutato nomine, de te fabula narratur. 

The painter, who was rather more ignorant of 
Latin than of French, taking it for granted that 
this quotation of his friend conveved an assent 
to his opinion, "Very true," saia he, ** Potato 
dontine date, this piece is not worth a single 
potato." Per^rine was astonished at this sur- ' 
prising perversion of the words and meaning of 
a Latin line, which, at first, he could not help 
thinking was a premeditated joke ; but, upon 
second thoughts, ne saw no reason to doubt that 
it was the extemporaneous effect of sheer pertness 
and ignorance, at which he broke out into an 
immoderate fit of laughter. Pallet, believint^ 
that the gentleman's mirth was occasioned by 
his arch animadversion upon the work of Sang- 

f>ree, underwent the same emotion in a mucli 
ouder strain, and endeavoured to heighten the 
jest by more observations of the same nature ; 
while the doctor, confounded at his impudence 
and want of knowledge, reprimanded him in 
these words of Homer :— 

Siga, me Us alios Acfaaion teuton akouse muthon. 

This rebuke, the reader will easily perceive, was 
not calculated for the meridian ot his friend's 
intellects, but uttered with a view of raising his 
own character in the opinion of Mr. Pickle, who 
retorted this parade of learning in three vo^es 
from the same author, being part of the speech 
of Polydamas to Hector, importing that it is 
impossible for one man to excel in everything. ' 
The self-sufficient physician, who did not 
expect such a repartee from a youth of Peregrine's 
appearance, looked upon his reply as a fair 
challenge, and instantly rehearsed forty or fifty 
lines of the Iliad in a breath. Observing that 
the stranger made no effort to match this ef&sion, 
he interpreted his silence into submis^on ; then, 
in order to ascertain his victory, insulted him 
with divers fragments of authors, whom his 
supposed competitor did not even know by 
name ; while Mr. Pallet stared with admiration 
at the profound scholarship of his companion. 
Our young gentleman, far from repining at this 
superiority, laughed within himseu at the ridicul- 
ous ambition of 'the pedantic doctor. He rated 
him. in his own mind as a mere index-hunter, 
who held the eel of science by the tail, and fore- 
saw an infinite fund of diversion in his solemnity 
and pride, if properly extracted by means of his 
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fellow-traveller's vanity and assurance. Prompted 
by these considerations, he resolved to cultivate 
their acquaintance, and, if possible, amuse him- 
self at their expense in liis joum«y through 
Flanders, understanding that they v^ere deter- 
mined upon the same route. In this view he 
treated them with extraordinary attention, and 
seemed to pay particular deference to the remarks 
of the painter, who, with great intrepidity, pro- 
nounced judgment upon every picture in the 
palace, or, -in other words, exposed his own 
nakedness in every sentence that proceeded from 
his mouth. 

When they came to consider the Murder of 
the Innocents by Le Bnin, the Swiss obser\'ed, 
that it was un beau morceauj and Mr. Pallet 
replied,—** Yes, yes, one may see with half an 
•;eye, that it can be the production of no other; 
for Bomoreo's style, both in colouring and 
drapeiy, is altogether peculiar ; then his design 
is tame, and his expression antic and unnatural. 
Doctor, you have seen my Judgment of Solomon ; 

I think I may, without presumption but, I 

don't choose to make comparisons ; I leave that 
odious task to other people, and let my works 
speak for themselves. France, to be sure, is rich 
in the arts ; but what is the i^ason ? The king 
encourages men of genius with honour. and re- 
wards ; whereas, in England, we are obliged to 
stand on our own feet, and combat the envy and 
malice of our brethren. Egad ! I have a good 
mind to come and settle here in Paris. I should 
like to have an apartment in the Louvre, witli a 
snug pension of so many thousand livres." 

In this manner did Pallet proceed with an 
eternal rotation of tongue, floundering from one 
mistake to another, until it was the turn of 
Poussin's Seven Sacraments to be examined. 
Here, again, the Swiss, out of the abundance of 
his zeal, expressed his admiration, by saying 
these pieces were impayable; \i\it,\\. the painter, 
turning to him, with an air of exultation, — 
** Pardon me, friend, there you happen to be 
mistaken : these are none of JmpayabUs ; but 
done by Nicholas Pouseen. I liave seen prints 
of them in England, so that none of your tricks 
upon travellers, Mr. Swiss or Swash, or what's 
your name." He was much elated by this 
imaginary triumph of his understanding, which 
animated him to persevere in his curious observ- 
ations upon all the other pieces of that celebrated 
collection ; but perceiving that the doctor mani- 
fested no signs of pleasure and satisfaction, but 
rather beheld them with a silent air of disdain, 
he could not digest his indifference, and asked, 
with a waggish sneer, if ever he had seen such a 
number of masterpieces before ? The physician, 
eyeing him with a look of compassion, mingled 
with contempt, observed that there was nothing 
there which deserved the attention of any person 
acquainted with the ideas of the ancients ; and 
that the author of the finest piece now in being 
was unworthy to clean the btushes of one of 
those great masters who are celebrated by the 
Greek and Roman writers. 

*'0 1ud! O lud!" exclaimed the painter, 
with a loud laugh, **you have fairly brought 



yourself into a dilemma at last, dear doctor ; for 
it is well known that your ancient Greek and 
Roman artists knew nothing at all of the matter, 
in comparison with our modem masters ; for 
this good reason, because they had but three or 
four colours, and knew not how to paint with 
oil : besides, which of all your old fusty Grecians 
would you put upon a footing with the divine 
Raphael, the most excellent Michael Angelo, 
Bona Roti, the gi-aceful Guido, the bewitching 
Titian, and above all others, the sublime Rubens, 

the -." He would have proceeded with a 

long catalogue of names which he had got by 
heart for the purpose, without retaining the least 
idea of their several qualifications, had not he 
been interrupted by his friend, whose indignation 
being kindled by the irreverence with which be 
mentioned the Greeks, he called him blasphemer, 
Goth, Boeotian, and, in his turn, asked with 
great vehemence, which of those puny modems 
could match with Panaenus of Athens, and his 
brother Phidias ; Polycletus of Sicyon ; Poly- 
gnotus, the Thracian; Parrhasius of Ephesus, 
sumamed Abrodiaitos, ox the Beau; and Apelles, 
the prince of painters ? He challenged him to 
show any portrait of these days that could vie 
with the Helen of Zeuxis, the Heraclean ; or 
any composition eoual to the Sacrifice of Iphi- 
genia, by Timantnes, the Sicyonian; not to 
mention the Twelve Gods of Asclepiodorus, the 
Athenian, for which Mnason, tyrant of Elatea, 
gave him about three hundred pounds apiece ; 
or Homer's Hell, by Nicias, who refused sixty 
talents, amounting to upwards of eleven thousand 
pounds, and generously made a present of it to 
his own country. He desired him to produce a 
collection equal to that in the Temple of 
Delphos, mentioned in the **Ion" of Euripides; 
where Hercules, and his companion lolaus, are 
represented in the act of killing the Lema:an 
hydra with golden sickles, kruseais harpais, 
where Bellerophbn appears on his winged steed, 
vanquishing the Are- breathing chimera, tan 
purtpneousan ; and the war of the giants is 
described. Here Jupiter stands wielding the red- 
hot thunderbolts, keraunon amphiptiron ; there 
Pallas, dreadful to the view, Gorgopoii^ brandish - 
eth her spear against the huge Euceladus ; and 
Bacchus, with slender ivy rods, defeats and slays 
the^^j teknofif or mighty son of earth. 

The painter was astonished and confounded 
at this rhapsody of names and instances, which 
was uttered with surprising eagerness and 
rapidity, suspecting at first that the whole was 
the creation of his own brain ; but when Pickle, 
with a view of flattering the doctor's self-conceit, 
espoused his side of the question, and confirmed 
the tnith of everything he advanced, Mr. Pallet 
changed his opinion, and in emphatic silence 
adored the immensity of his friend's understand- 
ing. In short. Peregrine easily perceived that 
they were false enthusiasts, without the smallest 
pretensions to taste and sensibility; and pre 
tended to be in raptures with they knew not 
what ; the one thinking it was incumbent upon 
him to express transports on seeing the works of 
those who had been most eminent in their pro- 
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fession, whether they did or did not really raise 
his admiration ; and the other as a scholar deem- 
ing it his duty to magnify the ancients above all 
competition, with an affected fervour, which the 
knowledge of their excellences never inspired. 
Indeed, our young gentleman so successfully 
accommodated himself to the disposition of each, 
that long before their review was finished, he 
was become a particular favourite with both. 

From the Palais Royal he accompanied them 
to the cloisters of the Carthusians, where they 
considered the History of St. Bruno, by Le 
Sueur, whose name being utterly unknown to 
the painter, he gave judgment against the \yhole 
composition, as pitiful and paltry ; though, in 
the opinion of all good judges, it is a most 
masterly performance. 

Having satisfied their curiosity in this place, 
Peregrine asked them to favour him with their 
company at dinner ; but whether out of caution 
against the insinuations of one whose character 
they did not know, or by reason of a prior 
engagement, they declined his invitation on pre- 
tence of having an appointment at a certain 
ordinary, though they expressed a desire of 
being further acquainted with him ; and Mr. 
Pallet took the freedom of asking his name, 
which he not only declared, but promised, as 
tkey were strangers in Paris, to wait upon them 
next day in the forenoon, in order to conduct 
them to the H6tel de Toulouse, and the houses 
of several other noblemen, remarkable for paint- 
ing or curious furniture. They thankfully em- 
braced his proposal, and that same day made 
inquiry among the English gentlemen about the 
character of our hero, which they found so much 
to their satisfaction, that, upon their second 
meeting, they courted his good graces without 
reserve ; and as they had heard of his intended 
departure, begged earnestly to have the honour 
of accompanying him through the Low Countries. 
He assured them that nothing could be more 
agreeable to him than the prospect of having 
such fellow-travellers ; and they immediately 
appointed a day for setting out on that tour. 



CHAPTER XLin. 

He introduces his new Friends to Mr. Jolten with whom 
the Doctor enters into a Dispute upon Government, 
which had well nigh terminated in open War. 

Meanwhile, he not only made them acquainted 
with everything worth seeing in town, but at- 
tended them in their excursions to all the king's 
houses within a day's journey of Paris ; and, in 
the course of these parties, treated them with an 
elegant dinner at his own apartments, where a 
dispute arose between the doctor and Mr. Jolter^ 
which had well nigh terminated in an irrecon- 
cilable animosity. These gentlemen, with an 
equal share of pride, pedantry, and saturnine 
disposition, were, by the accidents of education 
and company, diametrically opposite in political 
maxims ; the one, as we have already observed, 
being a bigoted high- churchman, and the other 
a rank republican. It was an article of the 



governor's creed, that the people could not be 
happy, nor the earth yield its fruits in abundance, 
under a restricted clergy and limited govern-, 
ment ; whereas, in the doctor's opinion, it was 
an eternal truth, that no constitution was so per- 
fect as the democracy, and that no country could 
flourish but under the administration of the mob. 
These considerations being premised, no won* 
der that they happened to disagree in the freedom 
of an unreserved conversation, especially as their 
entertainer took all opportunities of encouraging 
and inflaming the contention. The first source 
of their difference was an unlucky remark of the 
painter, who observed that the partridge, of 
which he was then eating, had the finest relish 
of anv he had ever tasted. His friend owned 
that tne birds were the best of the kind he had 
seen in France ; but affirmed that they were 
neither so plump nor delicious as those that were 
caught in England. The governor, considering 
this observation as the effect of prejudice and 
inexperience, said, with a sarcastic smile, '*I 
believe, sir, you are very well disposed to find 
everything here inferior to the productions of 
your own country." **True, sir, answered the 
physician, with a certain solemnity of aspect, 
"and not without good reason, I hope." — "And, 
pray," resumed the tutor, ** why may not the 

f>artridges of France be as good as those of Eng- 
and? " — ** For a very plain reason," replied the 
other ; " because they are not so well fed. The 
iron hand of oppression is extended to all 
animals within the French dominions, even to 
the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air ; 
kunessin oionoisi te pasi" — ** Egad ! " cried the 
painter, ** that is a truth not to be controverted : 
for mv own part, I am none of your tit-bits, one 
would think ; but yet there's a freshness' in the 
English complexion, a ginseekye, I think you call 
it, so inviting to a hungry Frenchman, that I 
have caught several in the very act of viewing 
me with an eye of extreme appetite, as I passed ; 
and as for their curs, or rather their wolves, 
whenever I set eyes on one of *em, Ah ! your 
humble servant, Mr. son of a b — — , I am upon 
my guard in an instant. The doctor can testify 
that their very horses, or more properly their 
live carrion, tliat drew our chaise, used to reach 
back their long necks and smell at us, as a 
couple of delicious morsels." 

This sally of Mr. Pallet, which was received 
with a general laugh of approbation, would, in 
all probability, have stifled the dispute in embryo, 
haa not Mr. Jolter, with a self-applauding simper, 
ironically coniplimented the strangers on their talk- 
ing like tnie Englishmen. The doctor, affronted 
at the insinuation, told him with some warmth, 
that he was mistaken in his conjecture, his affec- 
tions and ideas being confined to no particular 
country ; for he considered himself as a citizen 
of the world. He owned himself more attached 
to England than to any other kingdom, but this 
preference was the effect of reflection, and not of 
prejudice; because the British constitution ap- 
proached nearer than any other to that perfection 
of government, the democracy of Athens, which 
he hoped one day to see revived : he mentioned 
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the death of Charles the First, and the expulsion 
of his son, with raptures of applause ; inveighed 

. with great acrimony against the kingly name ; 
and, in order to strengthen his opinion, repeated 
forty or fifty lines from one of the Philippics of 

. Demosthenes. 

' Jolter, hearing him speak so disrespectfully of 
the higher powers, glowed with indignation : he 
s^id his doctrines were detestable, and destruc- 
tive of all right, order, and society ; that mon- 
archy was of divine institution, therefore inde- 
feasible by any human power ; and of consequence 
those events in the English history, which he 
had so liberally commended, were no other than 
flagrant instances of sacrilege, perfidy, and 

' sedition ; that the democracy of Athens was a 
most absurd constitution, productive of anarchy 

.' and mischief, which must always happen when 
the government of a nation depends upon the 

, caprice of the ignorant, hair- brained vulgar ; 
<that it was in the power of the most profligate 
member of the commonwealth, provided he was 
endowed with eloquence, to ruin the most de- 
serving, by a desperate exertion of his talents 

y upon the populace, who had been often per- 
" suaded to act in the most ungrateful and im- 
prudent manner against the greatest patriots 
that their country had produced ; and, finally, 
he averred, that the liberal arts and sciences 
iiad never flourished so much in a republic as 
under the encouragement and protection of abso- 
hite power : witness the Augustan age, and the 
reign of Louis the Fourteenth : nor was it to be 
supposed that' genius and merit could ever be so 
amply recompensed by the individuals or dis- 
tracted councils of a commonwealth, as by the 
generosity and magnificence of one who had the 
whole treasury at his own command. 
' Peregrine, who was pleased to find the contest 
grow warm, observed that there seemed to be a 
good deal of truth in what Mr. Jolter advanced ; 
and the painter, whose opinion began to waver, 
looked with a face of expectation at his friend, 
who, modelling his features into an expression 
of exulting disdain, asked of his antagonist, if 
lie did not think that very power of rewarding 
merit enabled an absolute prince to indulge 
himself in the most arbitrary license over the 
lives and fortunes of his people? Before the 
governor had time to answer this question, 
Pallet broke forth into an exclamation of **By 
the Lord ! that is certainly fact, egad ! that was 
a home-thrust, doctor ! " when Mr. Jolter, chas- 
tising this shallow intruder with a contemptuous 
look, affirmed that, though supreme power 
furnished a good prince with the means of exert- 
ing his virtues, it would not support a tyrant in 
the exercise of cruelty and oppression ; because 
in all nations the genius of the people must be 
consulted by their governors, and the burthen 
proportioned to the shoulders on which it is 
laid. "Else, what follows?" said the phy- 
sician. *'The consequence is plain," replied 
the governor, " insurrection, revolt, arid his own 
destruction ; for it is not to be supposed that the 
subjects of any nation would be so abject and 
pusillanimous as to neglect tlie means which 



heaven hath put in their power for their own 
preservation." — "Gadzooks, you're in the right, 
sir,'* cried Pallet ; "that, I grant you, must be 
confessed : doctor, I'm afraid we have got into 
the wrong box. " This son of Psean, however, 
far from being of his friend's opinion, observed, 
with an air of triumph, that he would not only 
demonstrate the sophistry of the gentleman's last 
allegation by argument and facts, but even con- 
fute him with his own words. Jolter's eyes 
kindling at this presumptuous declaration, he 
told his antagonist, while his lip quivered with 
resentment, that if his arguments were no better 
than his breeding, he was sure he would make 
very few converts to his opinion ; and the doc- 
tor, with all the insolence of triumph, advised 
him to beware of disputes for the future, until 
he should have made himself more master of his 
subject. 

Peregrine both wished and hoped to see the 
disputants proceed to arguments of more weight 
and conviction ; and the painter, dreading the 
same issue, interposed with the usual exclamation 
of "For God's sake, gentlemen;" when the 
governor rose from table in gi'eat dudgeon, and 
left the room, muttering some ejaculation, of 
which the word coxcomb only could be distinctly 
heard. The physician, being thus left master of 
the field of battle, was complimented on his 
victory by Peregrine, and so elevated by his 
success, that he declaimed a full hour on the 
absurdity of Jolter's proposition, and the beauty 
of the democratic administration ; canvassed the 
whole scheme of Plato's republic, with many 
quotations from that ideal author, touching the 
TO KoKov : from thence he made a transition to 
the moral sense of Shaftesbury, and concluded 
his harangue with the greatest part of that frothy 
writer's rhapsody, which he repeated with all 
the violence of enthusiastic agitation, to the 
unspeakable satisfaction of his entertainer, and 
the unutterable admiration of Pallet, who looked 
upon him as something supernatural and divine. 

So intoxicated was this vain young man with 
the ironical praises of Pickle, that he forthwith 
shook off all reserve ; and having professed a 
friendship for our hero, whose taste and learning 
he did not fail to extol, intimated in plain terms, 
that he was the only person, in these latter ages, 
who possessed that sublime genius, that portion 
of the divinity, or Ti Theion, which immortalized 
the Grecian poets : that as Pythagoras affirmed 
the spirit of Euphorbus had transmigrated into 
his body, he, the doctor, was strangely possessed 
with the opinion that he himself was inspired by 
the soul of Pindar ; because, making allowance , 
for the difference of languages in which they 
wrote, there was a surprising affinity between 
his own works and those of that celebrated The- 
ban ; and as a confirmation of this truth, he 
immediately produced a sample of each, which, 
though in spirit and versification as different as 
the Odes of Horace and our present poet-laureat, 
Peregrine did not scruple to pronounce altogether 
congenial, notwithstanding the violence ne by 
this sentence offered to his own conscience, and 
a certain alarm of his pride, tliat was weak 
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enough to be disturbed by the physician's ri- 
diculous vanity and presumption, which, not 
contented with displaying his importance in the 
-world of taste and polite literature, manifested 
itself in arresting certain material discoveries 
in the province of ph)rsic, which could not fail 
to advance him to the highest pinnacle of that 
profession, considering the recommendation of 
his other talents, together with a liberal fortune 
which he inherited from his father. 



CHAPTER XLIV. 

The Doctor prepares an Entertainment in the Manner of 
the Ancients, which is attended with divers ridiculous 
Circumstances. 

In a word, our young gentleman, by his insinu- 
ating behaviour, acquired the full confidence of 
the doctor, who invited him to an entertainment, 
which he intended to prepare in the manner of 
the ancients. Pickle, struck with this idea, 
eagerly embraced the proposal, which he hon- 
oured with many encomiums, as a plan in all 
respects worthy of his genius and apprehension ; 
and the day was appointed at some distance of 
time, tliat the treater might have leisure to com- 
pose certain pickles and confections which were 
not to be found among the culinary preparations 
of these d^enerate da3rs. "With a view of ren- 
dering the physician's taste more conspicuous, 
and extracting from it the more diversion. Pere- 
grine proposed that some foreigners should par- 
take of the banquet ; and the task being left to 
his care and discretion, he actually bespoke the 
company of a French marquis, an Italian count, 
and a Gennan-baron, whom he knew to be egre- 
gious coxcombs, and therefore more likely to 
enhance the joy of the entertainment. 

Accordingly, the hour being arrived, he con- 
ducted ihem to the hotel where the physician 
lodged, after liaving regaled their expectations 
with aji elegant meal in the genuine old Roman 
taste ; and they were received by Mr. Pallet, 
who did the honours of the house, while his 
friend suiierintended the cook below. By this 
communicative painter, the guests understood 
that the doctor liad met with numerous difHculties 
in the execution of his design ; that no fewer 
than five cooks had been dismissed, because they 
could not prevail upon their own consciences to 
obey his directions in things tliat were contrary 
(o the present practice of their art ; and that 
although he had at last engaged a person, by 
an extraordinary premium, to comply with his 
orders, the fellow was so astonished, mortified, 
and incensed at the commands he had received, 
lliat his hair stood on end, and he begged on his 
knees to be released froni the agreement he had 
made ; but finding that his employer insisted 
upon the performance of his contract, and threat- 
ened to introduce him to the commissaire, if he 
should flinch from the bargain, he had, in the 
discharge of his office, wept, sang, cursed, and 
capered for two whole hours without intermission. 

While the company listened to this odd inform- 



ation, by which they wete prepossessed with 
strange notions of the dinner, their ears were 
invaded by a piteous voice that exclaimed in 
French, "For the love of God ! dear sir! for 
the passion of Jesus Christ ! spare me the morti- 
fication of the honey and oil ! " Their ears still 
vibrated with the sound, when the doctor enter- 
ing, was by Peregrine made acquainted with the 
strangers, to whom he, in the transports of his 
wrath, could not help complaining of the >vant 
of complaisance he had found in the Parisian 
vulgar, by which his plan had been almost entirely 
ruined and set aside. The French Marquis, who 
thought the honour of his nation was concerned 
at this declaration, professed his sorrow for 
what had happened, so contrary to the estabi 
lished character of the people, and undertook to 
see the delinquents severely punished, provided 
he could be informed of their names or places of 
abode. 

The mutual compliments that passed on this 
occasion were scarce finished, when a servant, 
coming into the room, announced dinner; and 
the entertainer led the way into another apart- 
ment, where they found a long table, or rather 
two boards joined together, and furnished with a 
variety of dishes, the steams of which had such 
evident effect upon the nerves of the company, 
that the marquis made frightful grimaces, under 
pretence of taking snuS*; the Italian's eyes 
watered ; the German's visage underwent several 
distortions of features ; our hero found means to 
exclude the odour from his sense of smelling, by 
breathing only through his mouth ; and the poor 
painter, running into another room, plugged his 
nostrils with tobacco. Tlie doctor himself, who 
was the only person present whose organs were 
not discomposed, pointing to a pouple of couches 
placed on each side of the table, told his guests 
that he was sorry he could not procure the exact 
triclinia of the ancients, which were somewhat 
different from these conveniences, and desired 
they would have the goodness to repose them- 
selves without ceremony, each in his respective 
couchette^ while he and his friend Mr. Pallet 
would place themselves upright at the ends, that 
they might have the pleasure of serving tliose 
that lay along. This disposition, of which the 
strangers had no previous idea, disconcerted and 
perplexed them in a most ridiculous manner ; 
the marquis and baron stood bowing to each 
other, on pretence of disputing the lower seat, 
but in reality with a view of profiting by the ex- 
ample of one another, for neither of them under- 
stood the manner in which they were to loll ; 
and Peregrine, who enjoyed their confusion, 
handed the count to the other side, where, with 
the most mischievous politeness, he insisted upon 
his taking possession of the upper place. 

In this disagreeable and ludicrous suspense, 
they continued acting a pantomime of gesticula- 
tions, until the doctor earnestly entreated them 
to waive all compliment and form, lest, the din- 
ner should be spoiled before the ceremonial 
could be adjusted. Thus jconjured. Peregrine 
took the lower couch on the left-hand side, laying 
himself gently down, with his face towards the 
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table. The marquis, in imitation of this pattern 
(though he would have much rather fasted three 
days than run the risk of discomposing his dress 
by such an attitude), stretched himself upon the 
opposite place, reclining upon his elbow in a 
most painful and awki^urd situation, with his 
head raised above the end of the couch, that the 
economy of his hair might not suffer by the pro- 
jection of his body. The Italian, being a thin 
limber creature, planted himself next to Pickle, 
without sustaining any misfortune but that of his 
stocking being torn by a ragged nail, of the seat, 
as he raised his legs on a level with the rest of his 
limbs. But the baron, who was neither so wieldy 
nor supple in his joints as his companions, 
flounced himself down with such precipitation, 
that his feet, suddenly tilting up, came in furious 
contact with the head of the marquis, and de- 
molished every curl in a twinkling, while his 
own skull, at the same instant, descended upon 
the side of his couch with such violence, that his 
periwig was struck off, and the whole room filled 
with pulvilio. 

The drollery of distress that attended this dis- 
aster entirely vanquished the affected gravity of 
our young gentleman, who was obliged to sup- 
press his laughter by cramming his handkerchief 
in his mouth ; for the bare-headed German asked 
pardon with such ridiculous confusion, and the 
marquis admitted his apology with such rueful 
complaisance, as were sufficient to awake the 
mirth of a quietist. 

This misfortune being repaired as well as the 
circumstances of the occasion would permit, and 
every one settled according to the arrangement 
already described, the doctor graciously under- 
took to give some account of the dishes as they 
occurred, that the company might be directed in 
their choice : and with an air of infinite satisfac- 
tion thus began : '* This here, gentlemen, is a 
boiled goose, served up in a sauce composed of 
pepper, lovage, coriander, mint, rue, anchovies, 
and oil ; I wish for your sakes, gentlemen, it 
was one of the g'Q!^^ of Ferrara, so much cele- 
brated among the ancients for the magnitude of 
their livers, one of which is said to have weighed 
upwards of two pounds ; with this food, exquisite 
as it was, did the tyrant HelioG[abalus regale his 
hounds. But I beg pardon, I had almustforgot 
the soup, which I hear is so necessary an article 
at all tables in France, At each end there are 
dishes of the salacacabia of the Romans ; one is 
made of parslejK, pennyroyal, cheese, pine-tops, 
honey, vin^ar, btine, eggs, cucumbers, onions, 
and hen-livers ; the other is much the same as 
the sotip-maigre of this country. Then there is a 
loin of veal boiled with fennel and caraway-seed, 
on a pottage composed of pickle, oil, honey, and 
flour, and a curious hackis of the lights, liver, 
and blood of a hare, together with a dish of 
roasted pigeons. Monsieur le baron, shall I 
help you to a plate of this soup ? " ITie Ger- 
man, who did not at all disapprove of the 
ingredients, assented to the proposal, and seemed 
to relish the composition ; while the marquis 
being asked by the painter which of the silly' 
^kabys he chose, was, in consequence of his 



desire, accommodated with a portion of the 
soup-maigre ; and the count, in lieu of spoon- 
meat, of which he said he was no great admirer^ 
supplied himself with a pigeon, therein conform- 
ing to the choice of our young gentleman, whose 
example he determined to follow through the 
whole course of the entertainment. 

The Frenchman, having swallowed the first 
spoonful, made a full pause, his throat swelled 
as if an eg^ had stuck in his gullet, his eyes 
rolled, and his mouth underwent a series of 
involuntary contractions and dilatations. Pallet, 
who looked steadfastly at this connoisseur, with 
a view of consulting his taste, before he himself 
would venture upon the soup, began to be dis- 
turbed at these emotions, and observed, with 
some concern, that the poor gentleman seemed 
to be going into a fit ; when Peregrine assured 
him, that these were symptoms of ecstasy, and, 
for further confirmation, asked the marquis how 
he found the soup. It was with infinite difficulty 
that his complaisance could so far master his 
disgust, as to enable him to answer, " Alic^ether 
excellent, upon my honour ! '* and the painter 
being certified of his approbation, lifted the 
spoon to his mouth without scruple ; but far 
from justifying the eulogium of his taster, when 
this precious composition diffused itself upon his 
palate, he seemed to be deprived of alt sense 
and motion, and sat like the leaden statue of 
some river god, with the liquor flowing out at 
both sides of his mouth. 

The doctor, alarmed at this indecent phe- 
nomenon, earnestly inquired into the cause of it; 
and when Pallet recovered his recollection, and 
swore that he would rather swallow porridge 
made of burning brimstone, than such an infernal 
mess as that which he had tasted, the physician, 
in his own vindication, assured the company, 
that, except the usual ingredients, he had mixed 
nothing in the soup but some sal ammoniac 
instead of the ancient nitrum, which could not 
now be procured ; and appealed to the marquis, 
whether such a succedaneum was not an im- 
provement on the whole. The unfortunate pdit' 
tnaiiriy driven to the extremity of his condescen- 
sion, acknowledged it to be a masterly refine- ' 
ment ; and deeming himself obhged, in point of I 
honour, to evince his sentiments by his practice | 
forced a few more*mouthfuls of this disagreeable 
potion down his throat, till his stomach was so ' 
much offended, that he was compelled to start I 
up of a sudden ; and, in the hurry of his ele- 
vation, overturned his plate into the bosom of 
the baron. The emergency of his occasions 
would not permit him to stay and make 
apologies for this abrupt behaviour ; so that he 
flew into another apartment, where Pickle found 
him puking and crossing himself with great 
devotion ; and a chair, at his desire, being 
brought to the door, he slipped into it more 
dead than alive, conjuring his friend Pickle to 
make his peace with the company, and in par- 
ticular excuse him to the baron, on account ol 
the violent fit of illness with which he had been 
seized. It was not without reason that he em* 
ployed a mediator ; for when our hero returned 
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to the dining-room, the German got up, and 
was under the hands of his own lacquey, who 
wiped the grease from a rich embroidered waist- 
coat, while he, almost frantic with his misfortune, 
stamped upon the ground, and in High Dutch 
cursed the unlucky banquet, and the impertinent 
entertainer, who all this time, with great deliber- 
ation, consoled him for the disaster, by assuring 
him that the damage done might be repaired 
with some oil of turpentine and a hot iron. 
Peregrine, who could scarce refrain from laugh- 
ing in his face, appeased his indignation by telling 
him how much the whole company, and especi- 
ally the marquis, was mortified at the acciaent ; 
and the unhappy salacacabia being removed, the 
places were filled with two pies, one of dormice 
liquored with syrup of white poppies, which the 
doctor had substituted in the room of toasted 
poppy-seed, formerly eaten with honey, as a 
dessert ; and the other composed of a hock of 
pork baked in honey. 

Pallet, hearing the first of these dishes de- 
scribed, lifled up his hands and eyes, and with 
signs of loathing and amazement, pronounced, 
** A pie made of dormice and syrup of poppies ! 
Lord in heaven ! • what beastly fellows those 
Romans were ! " Plis friend checked him for 
his irreverent exclamation with a severe look, 
and recommended the veal, of which he himself 
cheerfully ate, with such encomiums to the com- 
pany, that the baron resolved to imitate his 
example, after having called for a bumper of 
Burgundy, which the physician, for his sake, 
wished to have been the true wine of Falemum. 
The painter, seeing nothing else upon the table 
which he would venture to touch, made a merit 
of necessity, and had recourse to the veal also ; 
although he could not help saying, that he would 
not give one slice of the roast beef of Old England 
for all the dainties of a Roman Emperor's table. 
But all the doctor's invitations and assurances 
could not prevail upon his guests to honour the 
hachis and the goose ; and that course was suc- 
ceeded by another, in which he told them were 
divers of those dishes, which among the ancients 
had obtained the appellation olipoliteles^ or mag- 
nificent. ** That which smokes in the middle," 
said he, " is a sow's stomach, filled Avith a com- 
position of minced pork, hog's brains, eggs, 
pepper, cloves, garlic, aniseed, rue, ginger, oil, 
wine, and pickle. On the right-hand side are 
the teats and belly of a sow, just farrowed, fried 
with sweet wine, oil. Hour, Ibvage, and pepper. 
On the left is a fricassee of snails, fed, or rather 
purged, with milk. At that end next Mr. Pallet 
are fritters of pompions, lovage, origanum, and 
oil ; and here are a couple of pullets roasted and 
stuffed in the manner of Apicius." 

The painter, who had by wry feces testified 
his abhorrence of the sow's stomach, which he 
compared to a bagpipe, and the snails which had 
undergone purgation, no sooner heard him men- 
tion the roasted pullets, than he eagerly solicited 
a wing of the fowl ; upon which the doctor de- 
sired he would take the trouble of cutting them 
up, and accordingly sent them round, while Mr. 
Pallet tucked the table-cloth under his chin, and 



brandished his knife and fork with singular ad- 
dress : but scarce were they set down before him, 
when the tears ran down his cheeks ; and he 
calleU aloud, in a manifest disorder, '* Zounds ! 
this is the essence of a whole bed of garlic ! " 
That he might not, however, disappoint or dis- 
grace the entertainer, he applied his instruments 
to one of the birds ; and when he opened up the 
cavity, was assaulted by such an irruption of in- 
tolerable smells, that, without staying to disen- 
gage himself from the cloth, he sprang away, 
with an exclamation of **Lord Jesus!" and 
involved the whole table in havoc, min, and 
confiision. 

Before Pickle could accomplish his escape, he 
was sauced with the syrup of the dormouse pie, 
which went to pieces in the general wreck ; and 
as for the Italian count, lie was overwhelmed by 
the sow's stomach, which, bursting in the fall, 
discharged its contents upon his leg and thigh, 
and scalded him so miserably, that he shrieked 
with anguish, and grinned with a most ghastly 
and horrible aspect. 

The baron, who sat secure without the vortex 
of this tumult, was not at all displeased at seeing 
his companions involved in such a calamity as 
that which he had already shared ; but the doctor 
was confounded with shame and vexation. After 
Iiaring prescribed an application of oil to the 
count's leg, he expressed his sorrow for the mis- 
adventure, which he openly ascribed to want of 
taste and prudence in the painter, who did not 
think proper to return, and make an apology in 
person ; and protested that there was nothing in 
the fowls which could give offence to a sensible 
nose, the stuffing being a mixture of pepper, 
lovage, and assaioetida, and the sauce consisting 
of wine and herring-pickle, which he had used 
instead of the celebrated garum of the Romans ; 
that famous pickle having been prepared some- 
times of the scombri, which were a sort of tunny- 
fish, and sometimes of the silurus, or shad-fish ; 
nay, he observed that there was a third kind, 
called garum hsemation, made of the g^ts, gills, 
and blood of the thynnus. 

The physician, finding it would be impractic- 
able to re-establish the order of the banquet, by 
presenting again the dishes which had been dis- 
composed, ordered everything to be removed, a 
clean cloth to be laid, and the desseit to be 
brought in. Meanwhile, he regretted his inca- 
pacity to give them a specimen of the aliens, or 
fish meals of the ancients, such as the jus diaba- 
ton, the conger-eel, which, in Galen's opinion, 
is hard of digestion ; the comuta, or gurnard, 
described by Pliny in his Natural History, who 
says, the horns of many of them were a foot and 
a half in length ; the mullet and lamprey, that 
were in the lughest estimation of old, of which 
last Julius Caesar borrowed six thousand for one 
triumphal supper. He observed that the manner 
of dressing them was described by Horace, in 
the account he gives of the entertainment to 
which Maecenas was invited by the epicure 

Nasidienus : — 

> AiTertiir squillas inter muracna natantes. &c. 

and told Ihem that they were commonly eaten 
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with the thus Syriacum, a certain anodyne and 
astringent seed, which qualified the purgative 
nature of the fish. Finally, this learned physician 
gave them to understand, that though this was 
reckoned a luxurious dish in the zenith of the 
Roman taste, it was by no means comparable, 
in point of expense,, to some preparations in 
vogue about the time of that absurd voluptuary 
Heliogabalus, who ordered the brains of six 
hundred ostriches to be compounded in one 
mess. 

By this time the dessert appeared, and the 
company were not a little rejoiced to see plain 
olives in salt and water : but what the master of 
the feast valued himself upon, was a sort of jelly, 
which he affinned to be preferable to the hypo- 
trimma of Hesychius, being a mixture of vinegar, 
pickle, and honey, boiled to proper consistence, 
and' candied assafoetida, which he asserted, in 
contradiction to Aumelbergius and Lister, was 
no other than the laser Syriacum, so precious, 
as to be sold among the ancients to the weight 
of a silver penny. The gentlemen took his word 
for the excellency of this gum, but contented 
themselves with the olives, which gave such an 
agreeable relish to the wine, that they seemed 
very well disposed to console themselves for the 
di^aces they had endured ; and Pickle, un- 
willing to lose the least circumstance of enter- 
tainment that could be enjoyed in their company, 
went in quest of the painter, who remained in 
his penitentials in another apartment, and could 
not be persuaded to re-enter the banqueting 
room, until Peregrine undertook to procure his 
pardon from those whom he had injured. 
Having assured him of this indulgence, our young 
gentleman led him in like a criminal, bowing on 
all hands with an air of humility and contrition ; 
and particularly addressing himself to the count, 
to whom he swore in English, as God was his 
Saviour, he had no intent to affront man, woman, 
or child : but was fain to make the best of his 
way, that he might not give the honourable 
company cause of offence, by obeying the dictates 
of nature in their presence. 

When Pickle interpreted this apology to the 
Italian, Pallet was forgiven in very polite terms, 
and even received into favour by his friend the 
doctor, in consequence of our hero's intercession : 
so that all the guests forgot their chagrin, and 
paid their respects so piously to the bottle, that 
in a short time the Champagne produced very 
evident effects in the behaviour of all present. 



CHAPTER XLV. 

The Painter is' persuaded to accompany Pickle to a 
• Masquerade in Woman's Apparel— Is engaged in a 
troublesome Adventure, and, with his Companion, 
conveyed to the Bastille. 

The painter, at the request of Pickle, who had 
a design upon the count's sense of hearing, 
favoured the company with the song of Bumper 
Squire Jones, which yielded infinite satisfaction 
to the baron, but affected the delicate ears of the 



Itxdian in such a manner, that his features ex- 
pressed astonishment and disquiet ; and by his 
sudden and repeated journeys to the door, it 
plainly appeared, tliat he was in the same pre- 
dicament with those who, as Shakspeare ob- 
serves, "when the bag-pipe sings in the nose, 
cannot contain their urine for affection." 

With a view, therefore, of vindicating music 
from such a barbarous taste, Mr. Pallet had no 
sooner performed his task, than the count 
honoured his friends with some favourite airs of 
his own country, which he warbled with infinite 
grace and expression, though he had not energy 
sufficient to engage the attention of the German, 
who fell fast asleep upon his couch, and snored 
so loud, as to interrupt, and totally annul this 
ravishing entertainment ; so that they were fain 
to have recourse again to the glass, which made 
such imiovation upon the brain of the physician, 
that he sang divers odes of Anacreon to a tune 
of his own composing, and held forth upon the 
music and recitative of the ancients with great 
erudition ; while Pallet, having found means to 
make the Italian acquainted with the nature of 
his profession, harangued upon painting with 
wonderful volubility, in a language which (it was 
well for his own credit) the stranger did not 
understand. 

At length the doctor was seized with such a 
qualm, that he begged Peregrine to lead him to 
his chamber;, and the baron, being waked, 
retired with the count. Peregrine, being ren- 
dered frolicsome with the wine he had dnmk, 
proposed that he and Pallet should go to a 
masquerade, which he recollected was to be 
given that night. The painter did not want 
curiosity and inclination to accompany him, but 
expressed his apprehension of losing him in the 
ball ; an accident which could not fail to be very 
disagreeable, as he was an utter stranger to the 
language and the town. To obviate this objec- 
tion, the landlady, who was of their council, 
advised him to appear in a woman's dress, which 
would lay his companion under the necessity of 
attending him with more catv, as he could not 
with decency detach himself from the lady whom 
he should introduce ; besides, such a supposed 
connection would hinder the ladies of pleasure 
from accosting and employing their seducing arts 
upon a person already engaged. 

Our young gentleman foreseeing the abundance 
of diversion in the execution of this project, 
seconded the proposal with such importunity and 
address, that the painter allowed himself to be 
habited in a suit belonging to the landlady, who 
also procured for him a mask and domino, while 
Pickle provided himself with a Spanish dress. 
In this disguise, which they put on about eleven 
o'clock, did they, attended by Pipes, set out in a 
fiacre for the ball-room, into which Pickle led 
this supposititious female, to the astonishment of 
the whole company, who had never seen such an 
uncouth figure in the appearance of a woman. 

After they had taken a view of all the remark- 
able masks, and the painter had b:eu treated 
with a glass oi liqueur^ his mischievous com- 
panion gave him the slip ; and, vanishing in an 
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instant, returned with anotlier mask and a domino 
over his Iiabit, that he might enjoy Pallet's per- 
plexity, and be at hand to protect him from 
insult. The poor painter, having lost liis guide, 
was almost distracted with anxiety, and stalked 
about the room, in quest of him, with such huge 
strides and oddity of gesture, that he was followed 
by a whole multitude, who gazed at him as a 
preternatural phenomenon. This attendance 
increased his uneasiness to such a degree, that 
he could not help uttering a soliloquy aloud, in 
which he cursed his fate for having depended 
upon the promise of such a wag ; and swore, that 
if once he was clear of this scrape, he would not 
bring himself into such a premunire again for the 
whole kingdom of France. 

Divers petiis-maitresy understanding the mask 
was a foreigner, who in all probability could not 
speak French, made up to him in their turns, 
in order to display their wit and address, and 
teased him with several arch questions, to which 
he made no other answer than, **No parly 

Frattcy, D your chattering ! Go about 

your business, can't ye?** Among the masks 
was a nobleman, who began to be very free with 
the supposed lady, and attempted to plunge his 
hand into her bosom : but the painter was too 
modest to suffer such indecent treatment ; and 
when the gallant repeated his efforts in a manner 
still more indelicate, lent him such a box on the 
ear, as made tlie lights dance before him, and 
created such a suspicion of Pallet's sex, that the 
Frenchman swore he was either a male or a 
hermaphrodite, and insisted upon a scrutiny, for 
the sake of his own honour, with such obstinacy 
of resentment, that the fictitious nymph was in 
imminent danger, not only of being exposed, but 
also of undergoing severe chastisement, for having 
made so free with the prince's ear ; when Pere- 
grine, who saw and overheard everything that 
passed, thought it was high time to interpose ; 
and accordingly asserted his pretensions to the 
insulted lady, who was overjoyed at this proof 
of his protection. 

The affronted gallant persevered in demanding 
to know who she was, and our hero as strenu- 
ously refused to give him that satisfaction : so 
that high words ensued ; and the prince threaten- 
ing to punish his insolence, the young gentleman, 
who was not supposed to know his quality, 
pointed to the place where his own sword used 
to hang, and, snapping his fingers in his face, 
laid hold on the painter's arm, and led him to 
another part of the room, leaving his antagonist 
to the meditations of his own revenge. 

Pallet, having chid his conductor for his bar- 
barous desertion, made him acquainted with the 
difficulty in which he had been involved ; and 
flatly telling him he would not put it in his 
power to give him the slip again, held fast by his 
ami during the remaining part of the entertain- 
ment, to the no small diversion of the company, 
whose attention was altogether engrossed in the 
contemplation of such an awkward, ungainly, 
stalking apparition. At last Pickle, being tired 
of exhibiting this raree-show, complied with the 
repeated desires of his companion, and handed 



her into the coach ; which he himself had no 
sooner entered, tlian they were surrounded by » 
file of musqueteers, commanded by an exempt, 
who, ordering the cpach-door to be opened, took 
his place with great deliberation, while one o? 
his detachment mounted the box, in order to 
direct the driver. 

Peregrine at once conceived the meaning of 
this arrest, and it was well for him that he had 
no weapon wherewith to stand upon his defence ; 
for such was the impetuosity and rashness of his 
temper,. that, had he been aimed, he would have 
run all risks rather than surrender himself to any 
odds whatever ; but Pallet, imagining that the 
officer was some gentleman who had mistaken 
their carriage for his own, desired his friend to 
undeceive the stranger ; and when he was in- 
formed of the real state of their condition, his 
knees began to shake, his teeth to chatter, and 
he uttered a most doleful lamentation, importing* 
his fear of being carried to some hideous dungeon 
of the Bastille, where he should spend the rest 
of his days in misery and horror, and never see 
the light of God's sun, nor the face of a friend ; 
but perish in a foreign land, far removed from 

his family and connexions. Pickle d d him. 

for his pusillanimity ; and the exempt hearing iv 
lady bemoan herself so piteously, expressed his 
mortification at being the instrument of giving 
her such pain, and endeavoured to console them 
by representing the lenity of the French govern* 
ment, and the singular generosity of the prince, 
by whose order they were apprehended. 

Peregrine, whose discretion seemed to forsake 
him on all such occasions, exclaimed, with great 
bitterness, against the arbitrary administration of 
France, and inveighed, with many expressions 
of contempt, against the character of the offended 
prince, whose resentment, far from being noble, 
he said, was pitiful, ungenerous, and unjust. 
To this remonstrance the officer made no reply, 
but shrugged up his shoulders in silent astonish^ 
ment at the Iiardiesse of the prisoner ; and the 
fiacre was just on the point of setting out, when 
they heard the noise of a scuffle at the back of 
the coach, and the voice of Tom Pipes pro- 
nouncing, "I'll be d d if I do." This trusty 

attendant had been desired by one of the guard 
to descend from his station in the rear ; but as 
he resolved to share his master's fate, he took no 
notice of their entreaties, until they were seconded 
by force ; and that he endeavoured to repel with 
his heel, which he applied with such energy to 
the jaws of the soldier, who first canae in contact 
with him, that they emitted a crashing sound 
like a dried walnut between the grinders of a 
Templar in the pit. Exasperated at this out- 
rage, the other saluted Tom s posteriors with his 
bayonet, which incommoded him so much that 
he could no longer keep his post, but, leaping 
upon the ground, gave his antagonist a chuck 
under the chin, and laid him upon his back, and 
then skipping over him with infinite agility, 
absconded among the crowd of coaches, till he 
saw the guard mount before and behind upon 
his master's fiacre^ which no sooner s«t forward, 
I than he followed at a small distance, to recon- 
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noitre the place where Peregrine should be 
confined. 

. After having proceeded slowly through many 
windings and turnings to a part of Paris, in 
which Pii)es was an utter stranger, the coach 
stopped at a great gate, with a wicket in the 
middle, which, being opened at the approach of 
the carriage, the prisoners were admitted ; and, 
the guard returning with the fiacre^ Tom deter- 
mined to watch in that place all night, that, in 
the morning, he might make such observations 
as might be conducive to the enlargement of his 
master. 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

By the Fidelity of Pjpes, Jolter is informecl of hb Pupil's 
fate — Confers with the Physician — Applies to the 
Ambassador, who, with great difficulty, obtains the 
Discharge of the Prisoners on certain Conditions. 

This plan he executed, notwithstanding the 
pain of his wound, and the questions of the city- 
guard, both horse and foot, to which he could 
make no other answer than **AnglotSy Anglois;^'* 
and as soon as it was light, taking an accurate 
sui-vey of the castle (for such it seemed to be) 
into which Peregrine and Pallet had been con- 
veyed, together with its situation in respect to 
the river, he went home' to the lodgings, and, 
waking Mr. Jolter, gave him an account of the 
adventure. The governor wning^is hands in the 
utmost grief and consternation when he heard 
this unfortunate piece of news : he did not doubt 
that his pupil was imprisoned in the Bastille for 
life ; and, in the anguish of his apprehension, 
cursed the day on which he had undertaken to 
superintend the conduct of such an imprudent 
young man, who had, by reiterated insults, pro- 
voked the vengeance of such a mild, forbearing 
administration. That he might not, however, 
neglect any means in his power to extricate him 
from his present misfortune, he despatched 
Thomas to the doctor, with an account of his 
companion's fate, that they might join their 
interest in behalf of the captives ; and the phy- 
sician, being informed of what had happened, 
immediately dressed himself, and repaired to 
Jolter, whom he accosted in these words : — 

"Now, sir, I hope you are convinced of your 
error in asserting that oppression can never be 
the effect of arbitrary power. Such a calamity 
as this could never have happened under the 
Athenian democracy : nay, even when the tyrant 
Pisistratus got possession of that commonwealth, 
he dui-st not venture to rule with such absolute 
and unjust dominion. You shall see now that 
Mr. Pickle and my friend Pallet will fall a sacri- 
fice to the tyranny of lawless power ; and, in 
my opinion, we shall be accessory to the ruin of 
this poor enslaved people if we bestir ourselves 
in demanding or imploring the release of our 
unhappy countrymen ; as we may thereby pre- 
' vent the commission of a flagrant crime, which 
would fill up the vengeance of Heaven against 
the perpetrators, and perhaps be the means of 
restoring a whole nation to the ^unspeakable 



fruition of freedom. For my own part, I should 
rejoice to see the blood of my father spilt in such 
a glorious cause, provided such a victim would 
furnish me with the opportunity of dissolving 
the chains of slavery, and vindicating that liberty 
which is the birthright of man. Then would 
my name be immortalised among the patriot 
heroes of antiquity, and my memory, like that 
of Harmodius and Aristogiton, be honoured by 
statues erected at the public expense.*' 

This rhapsody, which was delivered with great 
emphasis and agitation, gave so much offence to 
Jolter, that, without speaking one word, he 
retired in great wrath to his own chamber ; and 
the republican returned to his lodging, in full 
hope of his prognostic being verified in the death 
and destniction of Peregrine and the painter, 
which must give rise to some renowned revolu- 
tion, wherein he himself would act a principal 
part. But the governor, whose imagination was 
not quite so warm and prolific, went directly to 
the ambassador, whom he informed of his pupil's 
situation, and besought to interpose with the 
French ministry, that he and the other British 
subject might obtain their liberty. 

His excellency asked, if Jolter could guess at 
the cause of his imprisonment, that he might be 
the better prepared to vindicate or excuse his 
conduct : but neither he nor Pipes could give 
the smallest hint of intelligence on that subject ; 
though he furnished himself from Tom's own 
mouth with a circumstantial account of the 
manner in which his master had been arrested, 
as well as of his own behaviour, and the disaster 
he had received on that occasion. His lordship 
never doubted that Pickle had brought this 
calamity upon himself by some unlucky prank 
he had played af the masquerade ; especially 
when he understood that the young gentleman 
had drunk freely in the afteriioon, and been so 
whimsical as to go thither with a man in woman's 
apparel ; and he that same day waited on the 
French minister, in full confidence of obtaining 
his discharge ; but met with more difficulty than 
he expected, the court of France being extremely 
punctilious in everything that concerns a prince 
of the blood : the ambassador was therefore 
obliged to talk in very high terms ; and, though 
the present circumstances of the French politics 
would not allow them to fall out' with the British 
administration for trifles, all the favour he could 
procure was to promise that Pickle should be 
set at liberty, provided he would ask pardon of 
the prince to whom he had given offence. 

His excellency thought this was but a reason- 
able condescension, supposing Peregiine to have 
been in the wrong ; and Jolter was admitted to 
him in order to communicate and reinforce his 
lordship's advice, which was, that he should 
comply with the terms proposed. The governor, 
who did not enter this gloomy fortress without 
fear and trembling, found his pupil in a dismal 
apartment, void of all furniture but a stool and 
truckle-bed. The moment he was admitted, he 
perceived the youth whistling with great uncon- 
cern, and working with his pencil at the bare 
wall, on which he had delineated a ludicrous 
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figure labelled with the name of the nobleman 
M'liom he had affronted, and an English mastilT 
with his leg lifted up, in the attitude of making 
water in his shoe. He had been even so pre- 
sumptuous as to explain the device with satirical 
inscriptions in the French language, which, when 
Joker perused, liis hair stood on end with af- 
^ fright. The very turnkey was confounded and 
^ ' overawed by the boldness of his behaviour, 
which he had never seen matched by any inhabit- 
ant of that place ; and actually joined his friend 
in persuading him to submit to the easy demand 
of the nunister. But our hero, far from embrac- 
ing the counsel of this advocate, handed him to 
the door with great ceremony, and dismissed 
him with a kick on the] breech; and, to all the 
supplications, and even tears of Jolter, made no 
other reply than that he would stoop to no con- 
descension, because he had committed no crime, 
but would leave his case to the cognisance and 
exertion of the British court, whose duty it was 
to see justice done to its own subjects : he de- 
sired, however, that Pallet, who was confined in 
another place, might avail himself of his own 
disposition, which was sufficiently pliable; but 
when the governor desired to see his fellow- 
prisoner, the turnkey gave him to understand 
that he had received no orders relating to the 
lady, and therefore could not admit him into her 
apartment ; though he was complaisant enough 
to tell him that she seemed very much mortified 
at her confinement, and at certain times behaved 
«s if her brain was not a little disordered. 

Jolter, thus baffled in all his endeavours, 
quitted the Bastille with a heavy heart, and 
reported his fruitless negotiation to the ambas- 
sador, who could not help breaking forth into 
some acrimonious expressions against the obsti- 
nacy and insolence of the young man, who, he 
said, deserved to suffer for his folly. Neverthe- 
less, he did not desist from his representations 
to the French ministry, which he found so 
unyielding, that he was obliged to threaten, in 
plain terms, to make it a national concern ; and 
not only wrote to his court for instructions, but 
even advised the council to make reprisals, and 
send some French gentleman in London to Ihe 
Tower. 

This intimation had an effect upon the ministry 
at Versailles, who, rather than run the risk of 
incensing a people whom it was neither their 
interest nor inclination to disoblige, consented 
to discharge the offenders, on condition that 
they should leave Paris in three days after their 
enlargement. This proposal was readily agreed 
to by Peregrine, who was now a little more 
tractable, and heartily tired of being cooped up 
in such an uncomfortable abode, for the space 
of three long days, without any sort of commu- 
nication or entertainment but that which his 
own imagination suggested. 



CHAPTER XLVII. 

Peregrine makes himself Merry at the Expense of the 
Painter, who curses his Landlady, and breaks with 
the Doctor. 

As he could easily conceive the situation of his 
companion in adversity, he was unwilling to 
leave the place until he had reaped some diver- 
sion from his distress, and with that view 
repaired to the dungeon of the afflicted painter, 
to which he had by this time free access. When 
he entered, the first object that presented itself 
to his eye was so uncommonly ridiculous, that 
he could scarce preserve that gravity of counte- 
nance which he had affected in order to execute 
the joke he had planned. The forlorn Pallet 
sat upright in his bed in a deshabille that was 
altogether extraordinary. He had laid aside his 
monstrous hoop, together with his stays, gown, 
and petticoat, wrapped his lappets about his 
head by way of nigntcap, and wore his domino 
as a loose morning-dress ; his grizzled locks hung 
down about his lack-lustre eyes and tawny 
neck,. in all the disorder of negligence ; his gray 
beard bristled about half-an-inch through the 
remains of the paint with which his visage had 
been bedaubed, and every feature of his face 
was lengthened to the most ridiculous expression 
of grief and dismay. 

Seeing Peregrine come in, he started up in a 
sort of frantic ecstasy, and, running towards 
him with open arms, no sooner perceived the 
woeful appearance into which our hero had 
modelled his physiognomy, than he stopped 
short all of a sudden, and the joy which had 
begun to take possession of his heart was in a 
moment dispelled by the most rueful presages ; 
so that he stood in a most ludicrous posture of 
dejection, like a malefactor at the Old Bailey, 
when sentence is about to be pronounced. 
Pickle, taking him by the hand, heaved a pro- 
found sigh ; and after having protested that he 
was extremely mortified at being pitched upon 
as the messenger of bad news, told him, with 
an air of sympathy and infinite concern, that the 
French court, having discovered his sex, had 
resolved, in consideration of the outrageous in- 
dignity he offered in public to a prince of the 
blood, to detain him in the Bastille a prisoner 
for life ; and that this sentence was a mitigation 
obtained by the importunities of "the British 
ambassador, the punishment ordained by law 
being no other than breaking alive upon the 
wheel. 

These tidings aggravated the horrors of the 
painter to such a degree that he roared aloud, 
and skipped about the room in all the extrava- 
gance of distraction, taking God and man to 
witness that he would rather suffer immediate 
death than endure one year's imprisonment in 
such a hideous place ; and cursing the hour of 
his birth, and the moment on which he departed 
from his own country. ** For my own part," 
said his tormentor, in a hypocritical tone, "I 
was obliged to swallow the bitter pill of making 
submission to the prince, who, as I had not pre- 
sumed to strike him, received acknowledgments, 
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in consequence of which I shall be this day set 
at liberty ; and there is even one expedient left 
for the recovery of your freedom — it is, I own, a 
disagreeable remedy, but one had better undergo 
a little mortification than be for ever wretched. 
Besides, upon second thoughts, I begin to imag- 
ine that you will not for such a trifle sacrifice 
yourself to the unceasing horrors of a solitary 
dungeon ; especially as your condescension will 
in all probability be attended with advantages 
which you could not otherwise enjoy." Pallet, 
interrupting him with great eagerness, begged 
for the love of God that he would no longer 
keep him in the torture of suspense, but mention 
that same remedy, which he was resolved to 
follow, let it be ever so unpalatable. 

Peregrine, having thus played upon his passions 
of fear and hope, answered, ** that as the offence 
was committed in the habit of a woman, which 
was a disguise unworthy of the other sex, the 
French court was of opinion that the delinquent 
should be reduced to the neuter gender ; so that 
there was an alternative at his own option, by 
which he had it in his power to regain immedi- 
ate freedom." — "What ! '* cried the painter, in 
despair, "become a singer? Gadzooks ! and 
the devil and all that ! 1 11 rather lie still where 
I am, and let myself be devoured by vermin." 




I slicll one of these days be found dangling in 
my garters. What an unfortunate rascal I am ! 
What a blockhead, and a beast, and a fool, was 
I to trust myself among such a barbarous ruffian 
race ! Lord forgive you, Mr. Pickle, for having 
been the immediate cause of my disaster. If you 
had stood by me from the beginning, according 
to your promise, I should not have been teased 
by that coxcomb who has brought me to this 
pass. And why did I put on this d -d un- 
lucky dress ? Lord curse that chattering Jezebel 
of a landlady, who advised such a preposterous 
disguise ! — ^a disguise which has not only brought 
me to this pass, but also rendered me abominable 
to myself, and frightful to others ; for when I this 
morning signified to the turnkey that I wanted 
to be shaved, he looked at my beard with aston- 
ishment, and, crossing himself, muttered his 
Pater Noster, believing me, I suppose, to be a 
witch, or something worse. And Heaven con- 
found that loathsome banquet of the ancients, 
which provoked me to drink too freely, that 
I might wash away the taste of that accursed 
sillikicaby," 

Our young gentleman, having heard this 
lamentation to an end, excused himself for his 
conduct by representing that he could not possibly 
foresee the disagreeable consequences that at- 
tended it ; and in the mean time strenuously 
counselled him to submit to the terms of his en- 
largement. He observed that he was now arrived 
at that time of life when the lusts of the flesh 
should be entirely mortified within him, and his 
greatest concern ought to be. the health of his 
soul, to which nothing could more effectually 
contribute than the amputation which was pro- 



posed ; that his body, as well as his mind, would 
profit by the change ; because he would have no 
dangerous appetite to gratify, and no carnal 
thoughts to divert him from the duties of his pro- 
fession ; and his voice, which was' naturally sweet,' 
would improve to such a degree, that he would 
captivate the ears of all the people of fashion and 
taste, and in a little time be celebrated under the 
appellation of the English Senesino. i 

These arguments did not fail to make impres- 
sion upon the painter, who nevertheless started 
two objections to his compliance ; namely, the 
disgrace of the punishment, and the dread of his 
wife. Pickle dndertook to obviate these diffi- 
culties, by assuring him that the sentence would be 
executed so privately as never to transpire : and 
that his wife could not be so unconscionable, ; 
after so many years of cohabitation, as to take 
exceptions to an expedient by which she would 
not only enjoy the conversation of her husband, 
but even the fruits of those talents which the knife 
would so remarkably refine. 

Pallet shook his head at this last remonstrance, 
as if he thought it would not be altogether con- 
vincing to his spouse, but yielded to the proposal^ 
provided her consent could be obtained. Just 
as he signified this condescension, the jailer 
entered, and addressing himself to the supposed 
lady, expressed his satisfaction in having the 
honour to tell her that she was no longer a 
prisoner. As the painter did not understand one 
word of what he said, Peregrine undertook the 
office of interpreter, and made his friend believe 
the jailer's speech was no other than an intima- 
tion that the ministry had sent a surgeon to 
execute what was proposed, and that the instru- 
ments and dressings were prepared in the next 
room. Alarmed and terrified at this sudden 
appointment, he flew to the other end of tlie 
room, and, snatching up an earthen chamber- 
pot, which was the only offensive weapon in the 
place, put himself in a posture of defiance, and 
with many oaths threatened to try the temper of 
the barber's skull, if he should presume to set his 
nose within the apartment. 

The jailer, who little expected such a reception, 
concluded that the poor gentlewoman had actually 
lost her wits, and retreated with precipitation, 
leaving the door open as he went out ; upon 
which Pickle, gathering up the particulars of 
his dress with great despatch, crammed them 
into Pallet's arms, and taking notice that now 
the coast was clear, exhorted him to follow liis 
footsteps to the gate, where a hackney-coacli 
stood for his reception. There being no time for 
hesitation, the painter took his advice ; and with- 
out quitting the utensil, which in his hurry he 
forgot to lay down, sallied out in the rear of our 
liero, with all that wildness of terror and im- 
]^)atience which may be reasonably supposed to 
take possession of a man who flies from perpetual 
imprisonment. Such was the tumult of his agita- 
tion, that his faculty of thinking was for the pre- 
sent utterly overwhelmed, and he saw no object 
but his conductor, whom he followed b^ a sort 
of instinctive impulse, without regardmg the 
keepers and sentinels, who, as he passed with 
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his clothes under one arm, and his chamber-pot 
brandished above his head, were confounded, and 
even dismayed, at the strange apparition. 

During the whole course of this irruption, he 
ceased not to cry, with great vociferation, "Drive, 
coachman, drive, in the name of God ! " and the 
carriage had proceeded the length of a whole 
street before he manifested the least sign of re- 
flection, but stared like the Gorgon's head, with 
his mouth wide open, and each particular hair 
crawling and twining like an animated serpent. 
At length, however, he began to recover the use 
of his senses, and asked if Peregrine thought him 
now out of all danger of being retaken. This 
unrelenting wag, not yet satisfied with the 
affliction he had imposed upon the sufferer, 
answered, with an air of doubt and concern, that 
he hoped they would not be overtaken, and 
prayed to God they might not be retarded by a 
stop of carriages. Pallet fervently joined in this 
supplication ; and they advanced a few yards 
farther, when the noise of a coach at full speed 
behind them invaded their ears ; and Pickle, 
having looked out of the window, withdrew his 
head in seeming confusion, andexclaimed, **L.ord, 
have mercy upon us ! I wish that may not be a 
guard sent after us. Methinks I saw the muzzle 
of a fusil sticking out of the coach. " The painter, 
hearing these tidings, that instant thrust himself 
half out at the window, with his helmet still in 
his hand, bellowing to the coachman, as loud as 

he could roar, ** Drive, d ye, drive to the 

gates of Jericho and the ends of the earth ! 
Drive, you ragamufftn, you rascal lion, you hell- 
hound ! — drive us to the pit of hell, rather than 
we should be taken ! " 

Such a phantom could not pass without at- 
tracting the curiosity of the people, who ran to 
their doors and windows, in order to behold this 
object of admiration. With the same view, that 
coach, which was supposed to be in pursuit of 
him, stopped just as the windows of each hap- 
pened to be opposite ; and Pallet, looking be- 
hind, and seeing three men standing upon the 
footboard aiyned with canes, which his fear con- 
verted into fusils, never doubted that his friend's 
suspicion was just, but, shaking his Jordan at the 
imaginary guard, swore he would sooner die than 
part with his precious ware. The owner of the 
coach, who was a nobleman of the first quality, 
mistook him for some unhappy woman deprived 
of her senses : and, ordering his coachman to 
proceed, convinced the fiigitive, to his infinite 
joy, that this was no more than a false alarm. 
He was not, for all that, freed from anxiety and 
trepidation; but our young gentleman, fearing 
his brain would not bear a repetition of the same 
joke, permitted him to gain his own lodgings 
without further molestation. 

His landlady, meeting him on the stair, was 
so affected at his appearance, that she screamed 
aloud, and betook herself to flight ; while he, 
cursing her with great bitterness, rushed into the 
apartment to the doctor, who, instead of receiv- 



ing him with cordial embraces, and congratu- 
lating him upon his deliverance, gave evident 
tokens of umbrage and discontent ; and even 
plainly told him, he hoped to have heard that he 
and Mr. Pickle had acted the glorious part of 
Cato ; an event which would have laid the found- 
ation of such noble struggles, as could not fail 
to end in happiness and freedom ; and that he 
had already made some progress in an ode that 
would have immortalised their names, and in- 
spired the flame of liberty in every honest breast. 
*• There," said he, **I would have proved, that 
great talents, and high sentiments of liberty, do^ 
reciprocally produce and assist each other ; and 
illustrated my assertions with such notes and 
quotations from the Greek writers, as woukl have 
opened the eyes of the most blind and unthink- 
ing, and touched the most callous and obdurate 
heart. ' O fool ! to think the man, whose ample 
mind must grasp whatever yonder stars survey — 
Pray, Mr. Pallet, what is your opinion of that 
image of the mind's grasping the whole universe? 
For my own part, I can't help thinking it the 
most happy conception that ever entered my 
imagination." 

The painter, who was not such a flaming en- 
thusiast in the cause of liberty, could not brook 
the doctor's reflections, which he thought sa- 
voured a little too much of indifference and. 
deficiency in point of private friendship ; and 
therefore seized the present opportunity of mor- 
tifying his pride, by observing, that the image 
was, without all doubt, very grand and magnifi- 
cent ; but that he had been obliged for the idea 
to Mr. Bayes in **The Rehearsal," who values 
himself upon the same fig^ire, conveyed in these 
words, ** But all these clouds, when by the eye 
of reason grasp'd," &c. Upon any other occa- 
sion, the painter would have triumphed greatly 
in this detection ; but such was the flutter and 
confusion of his spirits, under the apprehension 
of being retaken, that, without farther communi- 
cation, he retreated to his own room, in order to 
resume his own dress, which he hoped would 
alter his appearance in such a manner as to bafHe 
all search and examination ; while the physician 
remained ashamed and abashed, to find himself 
convicted of bombast by a person of such con- 
temptible talents. He was offended at this proof 
of his memory, and so much enraged at his pre- 
sumption in exhibiting it, that he could never 
foi^ive his want of reverence, and took every 
opportunity of exposing his ignorance and folly 
in the sequel. Indeed, the ties of private affec- 
tion were too weak to engage the heart of this 
republican, whose zeal for the community had 
entirely swallowed up his concern for individuals. 
He looked upon particular friendship as a passion 
unworthy of his ample soul, and was a professed 
admirer of L. Manlius, Junius Brutus, and those 
later patriots of the same name, who shut their 
ears against the cries of nature, and resisted alL 
the dictates of gratitude and humanity. 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 

Pallet conceives a hearty Contempt for his Fellow 
traveller, and atuches himself to Pickle, who, never- 
theless, persecutes him with his mischievous Talent 
upon the Road to FJanders. 

In the mean time, his companion, having em- 
ployed divers pailfuls of water, in. cleansing him- 
self from the squalor of a jail, submitted his face 
Xo the barber, tinged his eye-brows with a sable 
hue, and, beii^ dressed in his own clothes, ven- 
tured to visit Peregrine, who was still under the 
liands of his valet-de-chambre, and who gave 
him to understand that his escape had been 
connived at, and that the condition of their de- 
liverance was their departure from Paris in three 
■days. 

The painter was transported with joy, when 
•he learned that he ran no risk of being retaken ; 
-and, far from repining at the terms of his en- 
largement, would have willingly set out on his 
Teturn to England that same afternoon ; for the 
Bastille had made such an impression upon him, 
-that he started at the sound of every coach, and 
turned pale at the sight of a French soldier. In 
Ihe fulness <A his heart, he complained of the 
-doctor's indifference, and related what had passed 
at their meeting with evident marks of resent- 
ment and disrespect ; which were not at all 
diminished, when Jolter informed him of the 
physician's behaviour when he sent for him, to 
confer about the means of abridging their confine- 
ment. Pickle himself was incensed at his want 
of bowels ; and, perceiving how much he had 
sunk in the opinion of his fellow-traveller, re- 
. solved to encourage these sentiments of disgust, 
and occasionally foment the division to a down- 
right quarrel, which he foresaw would produce 
some diversion, and perhaps expose the poet's 
• character in such a light, as would effectually 
punish him for his arrogance and barbarity. 
With this view, he levelled several satirical jokes 
. at the doctor's pedantry and want of taste, which 
had appeared so conspicuous in the quotations he 
had got by heart, from ancient autlioi's ; in his 
affected disdain of the best pictures in the world, 
which, had he been endowed with the least share 
of discernment, he could not have beheld with 
such insensibility; and, lastly, in his ridiculous 
banquet, which ^one but an egregious coxcomb, 
-devoid of all elegance and sense, would have 
prepared, or presented to rational beings. In a 
word, our young gentleman played the artillery 
of his wit against him with such success, that the 

} fainter seemed to wake from a dream, and went 
lome with the most hearty contempt for the per- 
son he had formerly adored. 

Instead of using the privilege of a friend, to 
' enter his apartment without ceremony, he sent in 
his servant with a message, importing, that he 
ill tended to set out from Paris the next day, in 
V company with Mr. Pickle ; and desiring to know 
whether or not he was, or would be, prepared 
for the journey. The doctor, struck with the 
manner as well as the matter of this intimation, 
went immediately to Pallet's room, and demanded 
to know the cause of such a sudden determin- 



ation without his privity or concurrence ; and 
when he understood the necessity of their affairs, 
rather than travel by himself, he ordered his 
baggage to be packed up, and signified his 
readiness to conform to the emergency of the 
case ; though he was not at all pieced with the 
cavalier behaviour of Pallet, to whom he threw 
out some hints of his own importance, and the \ 
immensity of his condescension in favouring him 
with such marks of regard. But by this time these , 
insinuations had lost their effect upon the painter, 
who told him, with an arch sneer, that he did not ' 
at all question his learning and abilities, and par- 
ticularly his skill in cookery, which he should 
never forget while his palate retained its function ; 
but nevertheless advised him, for the sake of the 
degenerate eaters of these days, to spare a little 
of his sal ammoniac in the next sillykicaby he 
should prepare ; and abate somewhat of the 
devil's dung, which he had so plentifully crammed 
into the roasted fowls, unless he had a mind to 
convert his guests into patients, with a view of 
licking himself whole lor the expense of the 
entertainment. 

The physician, nettled at these sarcasms, eyed 
him witn a look of indignation and disdain ; and, 
being unwilling to express himself in English, 
lest, in the course of the altercation. Pallet should 
be so much irritated as to depart without him, 
he vented his anger in Greek. The painter, 
though by the sound he supposed this quotation 
to be Greek, complimented his friend upon his 
knowledge in the Welsh language, and found 
means to rally him quite out of temper ; so that 
he retired to his own chamber in the utmost 
wrath and mortification, and left his antagonist 
exulting over the victory he liad won. 

While these things passed between these 
originals, Peregrine waited upon the ambassador, 
whom he thanked for his kind interposition, 
acknowledging the indiscretion of his own con- 
duct with such appearance of conviction and 
promises of reformation, that his excellency 
freely forgave him for all the trouble he had 
been put to on his account, fortified him with 
sensible advices, and, assuring him of his con- 
tinual favour and friendship, gave him, at part- 
ing, letters of introduction to several persons of 
quality belonging to the British court. 

Thus distinguished, our young gentleman 
took leave of all his French acquaintance, and 
spent the evening with some of those who had 
enjoyed the greatest share of his intimacy and 
confidence ; while Jolter superintended his do- 
mestic concerns, and with infinite joy bespoke a 
postrchaise and horse, in order to convey him 
from a place where he lived in continual appre- 
hension of suffering by the dangerous disposition 
of his pupil . Eveiything being adjusted accord- 
ing to their plan, they and their fellow-travellers 
next day dined together, and about four in the 
afternoon took their departure in two chaises, 
escorted by the valet-de-chambre, Pipes, and the 
doctor's lacquey on horseback, well furnished 
with arms and ammunition, in case of being 
attacked by robbers on the road. 

It was about eleven o'clock at night when they 
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ai*rived at Senlis, which was the place at which 
Ihey proposed to lodge, and where they were 
obliged to knock up the people of the inn, before 
they could have their supper prepared* All the 
provision in the house was but barely sufficient 
to furnish one indifferent meal : however, the 
painter consoled himself for the quantity with 
the quality of the dishes, one of which was a 
fricassee of rabbit, a preparation that he valued 
above all the dainties that ever smoked upon the 
table of the sumptuous Heliogabalus. 

Me had no sooner expressed himself to this 
effect, than our hero, who was almost incessantly 
laying traps for diversion at his neighbour's ex- 
pense, laid hold on the declaration ; and, recol- 
lecting the story of Scipio and the muleteer in 
Gil Bias, resolved to perpetrate a joke upon the 
stomach of Pallet, which seemed particularly 
well disposed to a hearty supper. He, accord- 
ingly, digested his plan ; and the company being 
seated at table, affected to gaze with peculiar 
eagerness at the painter, who had helped himself 
to a large portion of the fricassee, and b^;an to 
swallow it with infinite relish. Pallet, notwith- 
standing the keenness of his appetite, could not 
help taking notice of Pickle's demeanour ; and, 
making a short pause in the exercise of his 
grrinders, "You are surprised," said he, **to see 
me make so much despatch ; but I was extremely 
hungry, and this is one of the best fricassees I 
ever tasted : the French are very expert in these 
dishes, that I must allow ; and, upon my con- 
science, I would never desire to eat a more 
delicate rabbit than this that lies upon my 
plate." 

Peregrine made no other reply to this enco- 
mium, than the repetition of the word* rabbity 
with a note of admiration, and such a significant 
shake of the head, as effectually alarmed the 
other, who instantly suspended the action of his 
jaws, and, with the morsel half chewed in his 
mouth, stared round him with a certain stolidity 
of apprehension, which is easier conceived than 
described ; until his eyes encountered the counten- 
ance of Thgmas Pipes, who, being instructed, 
and posted opposite to him for the occasion, 
exhibited an arch grin, that completed the 
painter's disorder. Afraid of swallowing his 
mouthful, and ashamed to dispose of it any other 
way, he sat some time in a most distressed state 
of suspense ; and being questioned by Mr. Jolter 
touching his calamity, made a violent effort of 
the muscles of his gullet, which with difficulty 
performed their office; and then, with great 
confusion and concern, asked if Mr. Pickle sus- 
pected the rabbit's identity, llie young gentle- 
man, assuming a mysterious air, pretend^ ignor- 
ance of the matter, observing that he was apt to 
suspect all dishes of that kind, since he had been 
informed of the tricks which were commonly 
played at inns in France, Italy, and Spain ; and 
recounted that passage in Gil Bias, which we 
have hinted at above ; saying, he did not pretend 
to be a connoisseur in animals, but the legs of 
the creature which composed that fricassee did 
not, in his opinion, resemble those of the rabbits 
he had usu^ly seen. This observation had an 



evident effect upon the features of the painter, 
who, with certam signs of loathing and astonisli* j 
ment, exclaimed, '* Lord Jesus I and appealed 
to Pipes for a discovery of the truth, by asking 
if he knew anything of the affair. Tom very 
gravely replied, "that he did suppose the food, 
was wholesome enough, for he had seen the skin 
and feet of a special ram-cat, new flayed, hanging 
upon the door of a small pantry adjoining to the , 
kitchen." 

Before this sentence was uttered. Pallet's belly . 
seemed to move in contact with his back-bone, 
his colour changed, no part but the whites of his 
eyes were to be seen, he dropped his lower jaw,\ 
and, fixing his hands in his sides, retched with 
such convulsive agonies, as amazed and discon-. 
certed the whole company : and what augmented 
his disorder, was the tenacious retention of the 
stomach, which absolutely refused to part with 
its contents, notwithstanding all the energy of, 
his abhorrence, which threw him into a cold 
sweat, and almost into a swoon. 4 

Pickle, alarmed at his condition, assured him 
it was a genuine rabbit, and that he had tutored ! 
Pipes to say otherwise for the joke's sake. But ' 
this confession he considered as a friendly artifice'^ 
of Pickle's compassion, and therefore it had little 
effect upon his constitution. By the assistance, ' 
however, of a large bumper of brandy, his spirits 
were recruited, and his recollection so far re- 
covered, that he was able to declare, with divers 
contortions of face, that the dish had a particular 
rankness of taste, which he had imputed partly , 
to the nature of the French coney, and partly to- 
the composition of their sauces ; then he in* ' 
veighed against the infamous practices of French 
publicans, attributing such imposition to their 
oppressive government, which kept them so 
necessitous, that they were tempted to exercise 
all manner of knavery upon their unwary guests. 

Jolter, who could not find in his heart to let 
slip any opportunity of speaking in favour of the 
French, told him, that he was a very great 
stranger to their police ; else he would know, ' 
that if, upon information to the magistrate, it 
should appear that any traveller, native or 
foreigner, had been imposed upon or ill-treated 
by a publican, the offender would be immediately 
obliged to shut up his house ; and if his be- 
haviour had been notorious, he himself would 
be sent to the galleys, without the least hesita^ 
tion : " and as for the dish which has been made 
the occasion of your present disorder," said he, 
" I will take upon me to affirm it was prepared 
of a genuine raobit, which was skinn^ in my 
presence ; and, in confirmation of what I assert, 
though such fricassees are not the favourites 
of my taste, I will eat a part of this without 
scruple." 

So saying, he swallowed several mouthfuls of 
the questioned coney, and Pallet seemed to eye 
it again with inclination ; nay, he even resumed 
his knife and fork ; and being just on the point 
of appl3dng them, was seized with another qualm 
of apprehension, that broke out in an exclama- 
tion of, "After all, Mr. Jolter, if it should be a 
real ram-cat ? Lord have mercy upon me ! here 



102 



THE ADVENTURES OF 



is one of the claws." With these words he pre- 
sented the tip of a toe, of which Pipes liad 
snipped off five or six from a duck that was 
Toasted, and purposely scattered them in the 
fricassee : and the governor could not behold 
this testimonial without symptoms of uneasiness 
^nd remorse ; so that he and the painter sat 
silenced and abashed, and made faces at each 
other, while the physician, who hated them both, 
€xulted over their affliction, bidding them be of 
good cheer, and proceed with their meal ; for 
he was ready to demonstrate, that the flesh of a 
cat was as nourishing and delicious as veal or 
mutton, provided they could prove that the said 
cat was not of the boar kind, and had fed chiefly 
on vegetable diet, or even confined its carnivor- 
ous appetite to rats and mice, which he afhrmed 
to be dainties of exquisite taste and flavour. He 
said, it was a vulgar mistake to think that all 
ilesh-devouring creatures were unfit to be eaten : 
"witness the consumption of swine and ducks, 
animals that delight in caniage as well as fish, 
and prey upon each other, and feed on bait and 
carrion ; together with the demand for bear, of 
which the best hams in the world are made. He 
then observed that the negroes on the coast of 
Guinea, who are healthy and vigorous people, 
prefer cats and dogs to all other fare ; and men- 
tioned from history several sieges, during which 
the inhabitants, who were blocked up, lived 
upon these animals, and had recourse even to 
human flesh, which, to his certain knowledge, 
was in all respects preferable to pork ; for, in 
the course of his studies, he had, for the experi- 
ment's sake, eaten a steak cut from the buttock 
of a person who had been hanged. 

This dissertation, far from composing, increased 
the disquiet in the stomachs of the governor and 
painter, who, hearing the last illustration, turned 
their eyes upon the orator, at the same instant, 
with looks of horror and disgust ; and the one 
muttering the term "cannibal," and the other 
pronouncing the word " abomination," they rose 
from table in a great hurry, and running towards 
tinother apartment, jostled with such violence in 
I lie passage, that both were overturned by the 
.si lock, which also contributed to the effect of their 
nausea, that mutually defiled them as they lay. 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

^or is the Physician sacred from his Ridicule — They 
reach Arras, where our Adventurer engages in Play 
with two French Oificers, who, next Morning, give the 
Landlord an interestmg Proof of their Importance. 

The doctor remained sullen and dejected during 
the whole journey : not but that he attempted 
to recover his importance by haranguing upon 
the Roman highways, when Mr. Jolter desired 
the company to take notice of the fine pavement 
upon which they travelled from Paris into 
Flanders ; but Pallet, who thought he had now 
gained the ascendency over the physician, exerted 
himself in maintaining the superiority he had 
acquired, by venting various sarcasms upon his 
self-conceit and affectation of learning, and even 



uttering puns and conundrums upon the remarks 
which the republican retailed. When he talked 
of the Flaminian Way, the painter questioned if 
it was a better pavement than the Fleminian 
Way on which they travelled : and the doctor 
having observed, that this road was made for 
the convenience of drawing the French artillery 
into Flandere, which was often the seat of war, 
his competitor in wit replied, with infinite vivacity, 
"There are more great guns tlian the French 
king knows of drawn along this causeway, 
doctor." 

Encouraged by the success of these eflTorts, 
which tickled the imagination of Jolter, and 
drew smiles (as he imagined) of apj^robation 
from our hero, he sported in many other eqid' 
vogues of the same nature ; and at dinner, told 
the physician, that he was like the root of the 
tongue, as being cursedly down in the mouth. 

By this time, such was the animosity subsisting 
between these quondam friends, that they never 
conversed together, except with a view of expos- 
ing each other lo the ridicule or contempt of 
their fellow-travellei-s. The doctor was at great 
pains to point out the folly and ignorance of 
Pallet in private to Peregrine, who was often 
conjured in the same manner by the painter, to 
take notice of the physician's want of manners 
and taste. Pickle pretended to acquiesce in 
the truth of their mutual severity, which, indeed, 
was extremely just ; and by malicious insinua- 
tions blew up their contention, with a view of 
bringing it to open hostility. But both seemed 
so averse to deeds of mortal purpose, that for a 
long time his arts were baffled, and he could not 
spirit th^m up to any pitch of resentment higher 
than scurrilous repartee. 

Before they reached Arras, the city gates were 
shut, so that they were obliged to take up their 
lodgings at an indifferent house in the suburbs, 
where they found a couple of French officers, 
who had also rode post from Paris so far on their 
way to Lisle. These gentlemen were about the 
age of thirty, and their deportment distinguishetl 
by such an air of insolence, as disgusted our hero, 
who, nevertheless, accosted them politely in the 
yard, and proposed that they should sup together. 
They thanked him for the honour of his invita- 
tion, which, however, they declined upon pretence 
of having ordered something for themselves ; but 
promised to wait upon him and his company 
immediately after their repast. 

This they accordingly performed ; and after 
having drunk a fe^y glasses of Burgundy, one "of 
them askedj if the young gentleman would, for 
pastime, take a hand at quadrille. Peregrine 
easily divined the meaning of this proposal, 
which was made with no other view than that 
of fleecing him and his fellow-travellers ; for 
he well knew to what shifts a subaltern in the 
French service is reduced, in order to maintain 
the appearance of a gentleman, and had reason 
to believe that most of them were sharpers from 
their youth: but, as he depended a good deal 
upon his own penetration and address, he grati- 
fied the stranger's desire ; and a party was in- 
stantly formed of the painter, the. physician, the 
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proposer, and himself, the other officer having 
professed himself utterly ignorant of the game ; 
yet, in the course of the play, he took his station 
at the back of Pickle's chair, which was opposite 
to his friend, on*preteiYbe of amusing himself 
"with seeing his manner of conducting the cards. 
The youth was not such a novice but that he 
perceived the design of this palpable piece of 
behaviour, which, notwithstanding, he over- 
looked for the present, with a view of flattering 
their hopes in the beginning, that they might be 
the more effectually punished by their disappoint- 
ment in the end. 

The game was iscarce begun, when, by the 
reflection of a glass, he discerned the officer at 
his back making signs to his companion, who, 
by these preconcerted gestures, was perfectly in- 
formed of the contents of Peregrine's hand, and, 
of consequence, fortunate in the course of play. 
Thus they were allowed to enjoy the fruits of 
their dexterity, until their money amounted to 
some louis; when our young gentleman, thinking 
it high time to do himself justice, signified in 
vei-y polite terms to the gentleman who stood 
behind him, that he could never play with ease 
and deliberation when he was overlooked by any 
bystander, and begged that he would have the 
goodness to be seated. 

As this was a remonstrance which the stranger 
could not, with any show of breeding, resist, he 
asked pardon, and retired to the chair of the 
physician, who frankly told him, that it was not 
the fashion of his country for one to submit his 
hand to the perusal of a spectator ; and when, 
in consequence of this rebuff, he wanted to 
quarter himself upon the painter, he was refused 
by a wave of the hand, and shake of the head, 
with an exclamation of pardonnez moi; which 
was repeated with such emphasis, as discomposed 
his effrontery ; and he found himself obliged to 
sit down in a state of mortification. 

The odds being thus removed, fortune pro- 
ceeded in her usual channel ; and though the 
Frenchman, deprived of his ally, endeavoured to 
practise divers strokes of finesse, the rest of the 
company observed him with such vigilance and 
caution, as baffled all his attempts, and in a very 
little time he was compelled to part with his 
winning : but, having engaged in the match with 
an intention of taking all advantages, whether 
fair or unfair, that his superior skill should give 
him over the Englishman, the money was not 
refunded without a thousand disputes, in the 
course of which he essayed to intimidate his 
antagonist with high words, which were retorted 
by our hero with such interest as convinced him 
that he had mistaken his man, and persuaded 
him to make his retreat in quiet. Indeed, it was 
not without cause that they repined at the bad 
success of their enterprise ; because, in all likeli- 
hood, they had nothing to depend upon for the 
present but their own industry, and knew not 
how to defray their expenses on the road, 
except by some acquisition of this kind, 
i Next morning they rose at daybreak, and 
resolving to anticipate their fellow-lodgers, be- 
spoke post-horses as soon as they could be 



admitted into the city ; so that, when our com- 
pany appeared, their beasts were ready in the 
yard, and they only waited to discuss the bill, 
which they had ordered to be made out. The 
landlord of the inn presented his carte with fear 
and trembling to one of those ferocious cavaliers, 
who no sooner cast his eye upon the sum total, 
than he discharged a volley of dreadful oaths, 
and asked if the king's officers were to be treated 
in that manner ? The poor publican protested, 
with great humility, that he had the utmost 
respect for his majesty, and everything that 
belonged to him ; and that, far from consulting 
his own interest, all that he desired was, to 
be barely indemnified for the expense of their 
lodging. 

This condescension seemed to have no other 
effect than that of encouraging their arrogance. 
They swore his extortion should be explained to 
the commandant of the town, who would, by 
making him a public example, teach other inn- 
keepers how to behave towaixls men of honour ; 
and threatened with such confidence of indigna- 
tion, that the wretched landlord, dreading the 
consequence of their wrath, implored pardon in 
the most abject manner, begging, with many 
supplications, that he might have the pleasure 
of lodging them at his own charge. This was a 
favour which he with great difficulty obtained : 
they chid him severely for his imposition ; ex- 
horted him to have more regard for his own 
conscience, as well as for the convenience of his 
guests ; and, cautioning him in particular touch- 
ing his beliaviour to the gentlemen of the army, 
mounted their horses, and rode off in great state, 
leaving him very thankful for having so success- 
fully appeased the choler of two officers, who 
wanted either inclination or ability to pay their 
bill ; for experience had taught him to be appre- 
hensive of all such travellers, who commonly 
lay the landlord under contribution, by way of 
atonement for the extravagance of his demands, 
even after he has professed his willingness to 
entertain them on their own terms. 



CHAPTER L. 

Peregrine moralizes upon their Behaviour, which is con- 
demned by the Doctor, and defended by the Governor 
-^They arrive in safety at Lisle, dine at an Ordinary, 
visit the Citadel — ^Thc Physician quarrels with a 
North Briton, who is put in Arrest. 

These honourable adventurers being gone. Pere- 
grine, wlio was present during the transaction, 
informed himself of the particulars from the 
mouth of the innkeeper himself, who took 
Heaven and the saints to witness, that he should 
have been a loser by their custom, even if the 
bill had been paid: because he was on his guard 
against their objections, and had charged every 
article at an under price: but such was the 
authority of officers in France, that he durst not 
dispute the least circumstance of their will ; for, 
had the case come under the cognizance of the 
magistrate, he must, iu course, have suffered by 
the maxims of their government, which never 
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to deny ; your theatre is adorned by one woman, 
whose sensibility and sweetness of voice is such 
as I have never observed on any other stage ; she 
has, besides, an elegance of person and expres- 
sion of features, that wonderfully adapt her for 
the mcst engaging characters of your best plays ; 
and I must freely own that I have been as highly 
delighted and as deeply affected by a Mouimia 
and Belvidera at London, as ever I was by Cor- 
nelia and Cleopatra at Paris. Your favourite 
actor is a surprising genius. You can, moreover, 
boast of several comic actors who are perfect 
masters of buffoonery and grimace ; though, to 
be free with you, I think in these qualifications 
you are excelled by the players of Amsterdam. 
Vet one oi yowr graciosos I cannot admire, in all 
the chaiticters he assumes. His utterance is a 
continual sing-song, like the chanting of vespers ; 
and his action resembles that of heaving ballast 
into the hold of a ship. In his outward deport- 
ment beseems to have confounded the ideas of dig- 
nity and insolence of mien ; acts the crafty, cool, 
designing Crookback, as a loud, shallow, bluster- 
ing Hector ; in the character of the mild patriot 
Brutus, loses all temper and decorum ; nay, so 
ridiculous is the behaviour of him and Cassius 
at their interview, that, setting foot to foot, and 
grinning at each other, with the aspect of two 
cobblers enraged, they thrust their left sides to- 
gether, with repeated shocks, that the hilts of 
their swords may clash for the entertainment of 
the audience ; as if they were a couple of merry 
andrews, endeavouring to raise the laugh of the 
vulgar, on some scaffold at Bartholomew Fair. 
The despair of a great man, who falls a sacrifice 
to the infernal practices of a subtle traitor that 
enjo)ped his confidence, this English iEsopus 
represents, by beating his own forehead, and 
bellowing like a bull ; and, indeed, in almost 
all his most interesting scenes, performs such 
strange shakings of the head, and other aqtic 
gesticulations, that when I first saw him act, I 
imagined the poor man laboured under that para- 
lytical disorder, which is known by the name of 
St. Vitus's dance. In short, he seems to be a 
stranger to the more refined sensations of the 
soul, consequently his expression is of the vulgar 
kind, and he must often sink under the idea of 
the poet ; so that he has recourse to such violence 
of affected agitation, as imposes upon the undis- 
ceming spectator ; but to the eye of taste, evinces 
him a mere player of that class whom your admired 
Shakspeare justly compares to Nature's journey- 
man tearing a passion to rags. Yet this man, 
in spite of all these absurdities, is an admirable* 
Falstaff, exhibits the character of the eighth Henry 
to the life, is reasonably applauded in the Plain 
Dealer, excels in the part of Sir John Brute, and 
would be equal to many humorous situations in 
low comedy, which his pride will not allow him 
to undertake. I should not have been so severe 
upon this actor, liad I not seen him extolled by 
his partisans Avith the most ridiculous and ful- 
some manifestations of praise, even in those very 
circumstances wherein (as I liave observed) he 
chiefly failed." 
Bkkle, not a little piqued to bear the qualifi- 



cations of such a celebrated actor in £ngland 
treated with such freedom and disrespect, 
answered, with some asperity, tliat the chevalier 
was a true critic, more mdustrious in observing 
the blemishes than in acknowledging the excel- 
lence of those who fell under his examination. 

It was not to be supposed that one actor 
could shine equally in all characters ; and though 
his observations were .undoubtedly very judi- 
cious, he himself could not help wondering that 
some of them had always escaped his notice, 
though he had been an assiduous frequenter of 
the playhouse. ** The player in question," said 
he, "has, in your own opinion, considerable share 
of merit in the characters of comic life ; and as to 
the manners of the great personages in tragedy, 
and the operation of the grand passions of the 
soul, I apprehend they may be variously repre- 
sented, according to the various complexion and 
cultivation of different men. A Spaniard, for 
example, though impelled Ly the same passion, 
will express it very differently from a French- 
man; and what is looked upon as graceful 
vivacity and address by the one, would be con- 
sidered as impertinence and foppery by the other ; 
nay, so opposite is your common deportment 
from that of some other nations, that one of 
your own countrymen, in the relation of his 
travels, observes, that the Persians even of this 
age, when they see any man perform unneces- 
sary gestures, say he is either a fool or French- 
man. The standard of demeanour being thus 
unsettled, a Turk, a Moor, an Indian, or inhab- 
itant of any country whose customs and dress 
are widely different from ours, may, in his 
sentiments, possess all the dignity of the human 
heart, and be inspired by the noblest passion 
that animates the soul, and yet excite the laughter 
rather than the respect of an European spectator. 

'*When I first beheld your famous Parisian 
stage heroine in one of her principal parts, her 
attitudes seemed so violent, and she tossed her 
arms around with such extravagance, that she 
put me in mind of a windmill under the agitation 
of a hard gale ; while her voice and features 
exhibited the lively representation of an English 
scold. The action of your favourite Jnale peri 
former was, in my opinion, equally unnatural : 
he appeared with the affected airs of a dancing- 
master; at the most pathetic junctures of his 
fate he lifted up his hands above his head, like a 
tumbler going to vault, and spoke as if his 
throat liad been obstructed by a liair-brush : yet, 
when \ compared their manners with those of 
the people before whom they performed, and 
made allowance for that exaggeration which 
obtains on all theatres, I was insensibly recon- 
ciled to their method of performance, and I 
could distinguish abundance of merit beneath 
that oddity of appearance. *' 

The chevalier, perceiving Peregrine a little 
irritated at what he had said, asked pardon for 
the liberty he had taken in censuring the English 
players ; assuring him Uiat he had an infinite 
veneration for the British learning, genius, and 
taste, which were so justly distinguished in the 
world of letters ; and that, notwithstanding Uic 
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severity of his criticism, he thought the theatre 
of London much better supplied with actors than 
that of Paris. The young gentleman thanked 
him for his polite condescension, at which Pallet 
exulted, saying, with a shake of the head, '*! 
believe so, too, Monsieur ; " and the physician, 
impatient of the dispute in which he had borne 
no share, observed, with a supercilious air, that 
the modem stage was altogether beneath the 
notice of one who had an idea of ancient mag- 
nificence and execution ; that plays ought to be 
exhibited at the expense of the state, as those of 
Sophocles were by the Athenians ; and that 
proper judges should be appointed for receiving 
or rejecting all such performances as are offered 
to the public. 

He then described the theatre at Rome, which 
contained eighty thousand spectators ; gave 
them a learned disquisition into the nature of 
the persona^ or mask, worn by the Roman actors, 
which, he said, was a machine that covered the 
whole heady furnished on the inside with a 
brazen concavity, that, by reverberating the 
sound, as it issued from the mouth, raised the 
voice, so as to render it audible to such an 
extended audience. He explained the difference 
betw^een the scUtator and declamatory one of 
whom acted, while the other rehearsed the 
part ; and from thence took occasion to men- 
tion the perfection of their pantomimes, who 
were so amazingly distinct in the exercise of 
their art, that a certain prince of Pontus, being 
at the court of Nero, and seeing one of them 
represent a story, begged him of the emperor, in 
order to employ him as an interpreter among 
barbarous nations, whose language he did not 
understand. Nay, divers cynic philosophers, 
who had condemned this entertainment unseen, 
when they chanced to be eye-witnesses of their 
admirable dexterity, expressed their sorrow for 
having so long debarred themselves of such 
rational enjoyment. 

He dissented, however, from the opinion of 
Peregrine, who, as a proof of their excellence, 
had advanced that some of the English actors 
fancied themselves the very thing they repre- 
sented ; and recounted a story from Lucian, of a 
certain celebrated pantomime, who, in acting 
the part of Ajax in his frenzy, was transported 
into a real fit of delirium, during which he 
tore to pieces the clothes of that actor who 
stalked before him, beating the stag^ with iron 
shoes, in order to increase the noise ; snatched 
an instrument from one of the musicians, and 
broke it over the head of hun who represented 
Ulysses ; and, running to the consular bench, 
mistook a couple of senators for the sheep which 
were to be slain. The audience applauded him 
to the skies : but so conscious was the mimic of 
his owm extravagance when he recovered the 
use of his reason, that he actually fell sick with 
mortification; and being afterwards desired to 
re-act the piec§, flatly refused to appear in any 
such character, saying that the shortest follies 
were the best, and that it was sufficient for him 
to have been ft madman once in his life. 



CHAPTER Lir. 

An Adventure happens to Pipes, in consequence of which 
he is dismissed from Peregrine's Service — The whole 
Company set out for Ghent, in the Diligence —Our 
Hero is captivated by a Lady in that Carriage—.. 
Interests her spiritaal Director in his behalf. >-' 

The doctor being fairly engaged on the subject 
of the ancients, would have proceeded the Lord 1 
knows how far, without hesitation, had not he 
been interrupted by the arrival of Mr. Jolter, 
who, in great confusion, told them that Pipes,* 
having affronted a soldier, was then surrounded 
in the street, and certainly would be put to death 
if some person of authority did not nnmediately , 
interpose in his behalfl ^ 

Peregrine no sooner learned the danger of his 
trusty squire, than, snatching up his sword, he ran 
down-stairs, and was followed by the chevalier, 
entreating him to leave the affair to his manage- ' 
ment. Within ten yards of the door they found 
Tom, with his back to a wall, defending himself 
manfully with a mopstick against the assault of 
three or four soldiers, who, at sight of the Maltese, 
cross, desisted from the attack, and were taken 
into custody by order of the knight. One of 
the aggressors, being an Irishman, begged to be 
heard with great importunity before he should 
be sent to the guard ; and, by the mediation of 
Pickle, was accordingly brought into the hotel 
with his companions, all three bearing upon their 
heads and faces evident marks of their adversary's 
prowess and dexterity. The spokesman, being 
confronted with Pipes, informed the company 
that, having by accident met with Mr. Pipes, whom 
he considered as his countryman, though fortune 
had disposed of them in different services, he 
invited him to drink a glass of wine, and accord- 
ingly carried him to a cabaret^ where he intro- 
duced him to his comrades ; buL in the course of 
the conversation, which turned upon the power 
and greatness of the kings of France and England, ' 
Mr. Pipes had been pleased to treat his Most 
Christian Majesty with great disrespect ; and 
when he, the entertainer, expostulated with him 
in a friendly manner about his impolite be- 
haviour, observing, that he, being in the French 
service, would be under the necessity of resent- 
ing his abuse if he did not put a stop to it before 
the other gentlemen of tlie cloth should compre- 
hend his meaning \ he had set them all three at 
defiance, dishonoured him in particular with the 
opprobrious epithet of rebel to his native king 
and country, and even drunk, in broken French^ 
to the perdition of Louis and all his adherents ; 
that, compelled by this outrageous conduct^ he, 
as the person who had recommended him to 
their society, had, in vindication of his own 
character, demanded satisfaction of the delin- 
quent, who, on pretence of fetching a sword, 
had gone to his lodging, from whence he all of 
a sudden sallied upon them with the mopstick, 
which he emploved in the annoyance of tliem all 
without distinction, so that they were obliged to 
draw in their own defence. 

Pipes, being questioned by his master with 
reganl to the truth of this account) owned that 
eveiy citcumstance was jostly represented ; say- 
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ing, he did not value their cheese-toasters a 
pinch of oakum ; and that if the gentleman had 
not shot in betwixt them, he would have trimmed 
them to such a tune, that they should not have 
had a whole yard to sciuare. Peregrine repri- 
manded himsharply for his unmannerly behaviour, 
and insisted upon his asking pardon of those he 
had injured upon the spot : but no consideration 
was emcacious enough to produce such conces- 
sion ; to this command he was both deaf and 
dumb ; and the repeated threats of his master 
had no more effect than if they had been ad- 
dressed to a marble statue. At length, our hero, 
incensed at his obstinacy, started up, and would 
have chastised him with manual operation, had 
not he been prevented by the chevalier, who 
found means to moderate his indignation so far, 
that he contented himself with dismissing the 
offender from his service ; and after having ob- 
tained the discharge of the prisoners, gave them 
a louis to drink, by way of recompense for the 
disgrace and damage they liad sustained. 
. The knight, perceiving our young gentleman 
very much ruffled at this accident, and reflecting 
upon the extraordinary deportment and appear- 
ance of his valet, whose hair had by this time 
adopted a grizzled hue, imagined he was some 
favourite domestic, who had grown gray in the 
service of his master's family, and that, of con- 
sequence, he was uneasy at the sacriBce he had 
made. Swayed by this conjecture, he earnestly 
solicited in his behalf; but all he could obtain, 
was a promise of re-admitting him into favour on 
the terms already proposed, or at least on con- 
dition that he should make his acknowledgment 
to the chevalier, for his want of reverence and 
respect for the French monarch. 
. IJpon this condescension the culprit was called 
Up.-stairs, and made acquainted with the mitiga- 
tion of his fate ; upon which he said, he would 
down on his marrowbones to his own master, 

but would be d d before he would ask pardon 

of e'er a Frenchman in Christendom. Pickle, 
exasperated at this blunt declaration, ordered 
him out of his presence, and charged him never 
to appear before his face again j while the officer 
iu vain employed all his influence and address to 
appease his resentment, and about midnight took 
his leave with marks of mortification at his want 
of success. 

Next day the company agreed to travel through 
Flanders in the diligence, by the advice of Pere- 
grine, who was not without hope of meeting with 
some adventure or amusement in that carriage ; 
and Jolter took care to secure places for them 
all ; It being resolved that the vaiet'de-chambre 
and the doctor's man should attend the vehicle 
on horseback ; and as for the forlorn Pipes, be 
was left to reap the fruits of his own stubborn 
disposition, noth withstanding the united efforts 
of the whole triumvirate, who endeavoured to 
procure his pardon. 

Every previous measure being thus taken, they 
set out from Lisle about six in the morning, and 
found themselves in the company of a female 
adventurer, a very handsome young lady, a 
Capuchin, and a Rotterdam Jew. Our young 



gentleman, being the first of this society that 
entered, surveyed the strangers with an attentive 
eye, and seated himself immediately behind the 
beautiful unknown, who at once attracted his at- 
tention. Pallet, seeing another lady unengaged, 
in imitation of his friend, took possession of her 
neighbourhood; the physician paired with the 
priest, and Jolter sat down by the Jew. 

The machine had not proceeded many furlongs, 
when Pickle, accosting the fair incognita, con- 
gratulated himself upon his happiness, in being 
the fellow-traveller of so charming a lady. She, 
without the least reserve or affectation, thanked 
him for his compliment; and replied, with a 
sprightly air, that now they were embarked in 
one con^mon bottom, they must club their en- 
deavours to make one another as happy as the 
nature of their situation would permit them to 
be. Encouraged by this frank intimation, and 
captivated by her fine black eyes and easy l>e- 
haviour, he attached himself to her from that 
moment ; and, in a little time, the conversation 
became so particular, that the Capuchin thought 
proper to interfere in the discourse, in such a 
manner as gave the youth to understand that he 
was there on purpose to superintend her conduct. 
He was doubly rejoiced at this discovery, in 
consequence of which he hoped to profit in his 
addresses, not only by the young lady's restraint, 
that never fails to operate in behalf of the lover, 
but also by the corruptibility of her guardian, 
whom he did not doubt of rendering propitious 
to his cause. Flushed with these expectations, 
he behaved with uncommon complacency to the 
father, who was charmed with the affability of 
his carriage, and on the faith of his generosity 
abated ofhis vigilance so much, that our hero 
carried on his suit without further molestation ; 
while the painter, in signs and loud bursts of 
laughter, conversed with his dulcinea, who was 
perfectly well versed in these simple expressions 
of satisfaction, and had already found means to 
make a dangerous invasion upon his heart. 

Nor were the governor and physician unem- 
ployed, while their friends interested themselves 
in this agreeable manner. Jolter no sooner per- 
ceived the Hollander was a Jew, than he entered 
into an investigation of the Hebrew tongue, in 
which he was a connoisseur ; and the doctor at 
the same time attacked the mendicant on the 
ridiculous maxims of his order, together with the 
impositions of priestcraft in general, which, he 
observed, prevailed so much among those who 
profess the Roman Catholic religion. 

Thus coupled, each committee enjoyed their 
own conversation apart, without any danger of 
encroachment ; and all were so intent upon their 
several topics, that they scarce allowed them- 
selves a small interval in viewing the desolation 
of Menin, as they passed through that ruined 
frontier. About twelve o'clock they arrived at 
Courtray, where the horses are always changed, 
and the company halt an hour for refreshment. 
Here Peregrine handed his charmer into an 
apartment, where she was joined by the other 
lady ; and, on pretence of seeing some of the 
churches in town, put himself under the direction 
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>f tlie Capuchin, from whom he learned that the 
pToung lady was wife to a French gentleman, to 
whom she had been miEirried about a year, and 
:liat she was now on her journey to visit her 
i[iother, who lived in Brussels, and who at that 
:ime laboured under a lingering distemper, 
Lvhich, in all probability, would soon put a 
period to her life. He then launched out in 
praise of her daughter's virtue and conjugal 
affection ; and, lastly, told him, that he was her 
father-confessor, and pitched upon to be her 
conductor through Flanders, by her husband, 
who, as well as his wife, placed the utmost 
confidence in his prudence and integrity. 

Pickle easily comprehended the meaning of 
this insinuation, and took the hint accordingly. 
He tickled the priest's vanity with extraordinaiy 
encomiums upon the disinterested principles of 
his order, which were detached from all worldly 
pursuits, and altogether devoted to the eternal 
salvation of mankind. He applauded their 
patience, humility, and learning, and lavished a 
%vorld of praise upon their talent in preaching, 
which, he said, had more than once operated so 
powerfully upon him, that had he not been re- 
strained by certain considerations which he could 
not possibly waive, he should have embraced 
their tenets, and begged admission into their 
fraternity : but, as the circumstances of his fate 
would not permit him to take such a salutary 
measure for the present, he entreated the good 
father to accept a small token of his love and 
respect, for the benefit of that convent to which 
he belonged. So saying, he pulled out a purse 
of ten guineas, which the Capuchin observing, 
turned his head another way, and lifting up his 
arm, displayed a pocket almost as high as his 
collar-bone, in which he deposited the money. 

This proof of affection for the order produced 
a sudden and surprising effect upon the friar. In 
the transport of his zeal he wrang this semi-con- 
vert's hand, showered a thousand benedictions 
upon his head, and exhorted him, with the tears 
flowing from his eyes, to perfect the great work 
which the finger of God had begun in his heart ; 
and, as an instance of his concern for the welfare 
of his precious soul, the holy brother promised 
to reconmiend him strenuously to the pious ad- 
monitions of the young woman under his care, 
who was a perfect saint upon earth, and endued 
with the peculiar gift of mollifying the hearts of 
obdurate sinners. ** O father I " cried the hypo- 
critical projector, who by this time perceived 
that his money was not thrown away, **if I 
could be favoured but for one half-hour with the 
private instruction of that inspired devotee, my 
mind presages that I should be a strayed sheep 
brought back into the fold, and that I should 
find easy entrance at the gates of heaven ! There 
is something supematural in her aspect : I gaze 
upon her with the most pious fervour, and my 
whole soul is agitated with tumults of hope and 
despair ! " 

Having pronounced this rhapsody with trans- 
port half natural, and half affected, the priest 
assured him, that these were operations of the 
Spirit, which must not be repressed ; and com- 



forted him with the hope of enjoying the blessed 
interview which he desired, protesting that, as 
far as his influence extended, his wish should be 
that very evening indulged. The giacious pupil 
thanked him for his benevolent concern, which 
he swore should not be squandered upon an un- 
grateful object; and the rest of the company 
interrupting the conversation, they returned in a 
body to the inn, where they dined all together ■; 
and the ladies were persuaded to be our hero's 
guests* 

As the subjects on which they had been en- 
gaged before dinner were not exhausted, each 
brace resumed their former theme when they 
were replaced in the diligence. The painter's 
mistress finished her conquest, by exerting her 
skill in the art of ogling, accompanied by fre^ 
quent bewitching sighs, and some tender French 
songs, that she sang with such pathetic expres- 
sion, as quite melted the resolution of Pallet* 
and utterly subdued his affection: and he, to 
convince her of the importance of her victory, 
gave a specimen of his own talents, bv enter- 
taining her with that celebrated English ditty, 
the burden of which begins with, " The pigs they 
lie with their a — ^s bare." 



CHAPTER LIU. 

He makes some Progress in her affections — Is intemipted 
by a Dispute between Jolter and a Jew — Appeases 
the Wrath of the Capuchin, who procures for him an 
Interview with his fair Enslaver, in which he finds 
himself deceived. 

Peregrine, meanwhile, employed all his Kn* 
sinuation and address in practising upon the 
heart of the Capuchin's fair charge. He had 
long ago declared his passion, not in the super- 
ficial manner of a French gallant, but with all 
the ardour of an enthusiast ; he had languished, 
vowed, flattered, kissed her hand by stealth, and 
had no reason to complain of his reception. 
Though, by a man of a less sanguine disposition, 
her partiailar complaisance would have been 
deemed equivocal, and perhaps nothing more 
than the effect of French breeding and consti<^ 
tutional vivacity ; he gave his own qualifications 
credit for the whole, and with these sentiments 
carried on the attack with such unabating 
vigour, that she was actually prevailed upon to 
accept a ring, which he presented as a token of 
his esteem ; and everything proceeded in a most 
prosperous train, when they were disturbed by 
the governor and Israelite, who, in the heat of 
disputation, raised tlieir voices, and poured forth 
such effusions of gutturals, as set our lover's 
teeth on edge. As they spoke in a language 
unknown to every one in the carriage but them- 
selves, and looked at each other with mutual 
animosity and rancour. Peregrine desired to 
know the cause of their contention ; upon which, 
Jolter exclaimed, in a furious tone, " l*his learned 
Levite, forsooth, has the impudence to tell me 
that I don't understand Hebrew; and afhrms 
that the word Benoni signifies * child of joy ; * 
whereas, I can prove, and have already said 
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enough to convince any reasonable man, that in 
the Septuagint it is rightly translated into ' son 
of my soiTOw.*" 

Having thus explained himself to his pupil, he 
turned to the priest, with intention to appeal to 
his determination ; but the Jew pulled him by 
the sleeve with great eagerness, saying, "For 
the love of God, be auiet : the Capuchin will 
discover who we are ! ' Jolter, offended at this 
conjunction, echoed, ** Who we are ! " with great 
emphasis ; and repeating nos poma natamus, 
^ asked ironically, to which of the tribes the Jew 
thought he belonged ? The Levite, affronted at 
his comparing him to a ball of horse-dung, 
replied, with a most significant grin, "To the 
tribe of Issachnr." His antagonist, taking the 
advantage of his unwillingness to be known by 
the friar, and prompted by revenge for the 
freedom he had used, answered, in the French 
language, that the judgment of God was still 
inanifest upon their whole race, not only in their 
being in the state of exiles from their native land, 
but also in the spite of their hearts and pravity 
of their dispositions, which demonstrate them to 
be the genuine offspring of those who crucified 
the Saviour of the world. 

His expectation was, however, defeated : the 
priest himself was too deeply engaged to attend 
to the debates of other people. The physician, 
in the pride and insolence of his learning, had 
undertaken to display the absurdity of the 
Christian faith ; having already, as he thought, 
confuted the Capuchin, touching the points of 
belief in which the Roman Catholics differ from 
the rest of the world. But not contented with 
the imagined victory he had gained, he began to 
strike at the fundamentals of religion ; and the 
father, with incredible forbearance, suffered him 
to make very free with the doctrine of the 
Trinity : but, when he levelled the shafts of his 
ridicule at the immaculate conception of the 
Blessed Virgin, the good man's patience forsook 
him, his eyes seemed to kindle with indignation, 
he trembled in every joint, and uttered, with a 
loud voice, ** You are an abominable — I will not 
call thee heretic, for thou art worse, if possible, 
than a Jew j you deserve to be inclosed in a fur- 
nace seven times heated; and I have a good 
mind to lodge an information against you with 
the governor of Ghent, that you may be appre- 
hended and punished as an impious blasphemer." 
' This menace operated like a charm upon all 
|)resent. The doctor was confounded, the go- 
vernor dismayed, the Levite's teeth chattered, 
Ihe painter was astonished at the general con- 
fusion, the cause of which he could not compre- 
hend, and Pickle himself, not a little alarmed, 
was obliged to use all his interest and assiduity 
in appeasing this son of the church, who, at 
length, in consideration of the friendship he pro- 
fessed for the young gentleman, consented to 
forgive what had passed, but absolutely refused 
to sit in contact with such a profane wretch, 
whom he looked upon as a fiend of darkness, 
sent by the enemy of mankind to poison the 
minds of weak people ; so that, after having 
crossed himself, and muttered certain. exorcisms. 



he insisted upon the doctor's changing places 
with the Jew, who approached the offended 
ecclesiastic in an agony of fear. 

Matters being thus compromised, the con- 
versation flowed in a more general channel ; and 
without the inteiirention of any other accident 
or bone -of contention, the carriage arrived at the 
city of Ghent about seven in the evening. Supper 
being bespoken for the whole company, our ad- 
venturer and his friends went out to take a 
superficial view of the place, leaving his new 
mistress to the pious exhortations of her con- 
fessor, whom, as we have already observed, he 
had secured in his interest. This zealous mediator 
spoke so warmly in his commendation, and in- 
terested her conscience so much in the affair, that 
she could not refuse her helping hand to the great 
work of his conversion, and promised to grant 
the interview he desired. 

This agreeable piece of intelligence, which the 
Capuchin communicated to Peregrine at his re- 
turn, elevated his spirits to such a degree, that 
he shone at supper with uncommon brilliance, in 
a thousand sallies of wit and pleasantry, to the 
admiration and delight of all present, especially 
of his fair Fleming, who seemed quite captivated 
by his person and behaviour. The evening being 
thus spent to the satisfaction of all parties, the 
company broke up, and retired to their several 
apartments, when our lover, to his unspeakable 
mortification, learned that the two ladies were 
obliged to lie in the same room, all the other 
chambers of the inn being pre-occupied. When 
he imparted this difficulty to the priest, that 
charitable father, who was very fruitful in ex- 
pedients, assured him that his spiritual concerns 
should not be obstructed by such a slender im- 
pediment ; and accordingly availed himself of 
his prerogative, by going into his daughter's 
chamber when she was almost undressed, and 
leading her into his own, on pretence of adminis- 
tering salutary food for her soul. Having brought 
the two votaries together, he prayed for success 
to the operations of grace, and left them to their 
mutual meditations, after having conjured them 
in the most solemn manner to let no impure 
sentiments or temptations of the flesh interfere 
with the hallowed design of their meeting. 

The reverend intercessor being gone, and the 
door fastened on the inside, the pseudo-convert, 
transported with his passion, threw himself at his 
Amanda's feet ; and l>eg^ng she would spare 
him the tedious form of addresses, which the 
nature of their interview would not permit him 
to observe, began, with all the impetuosity of 
love, to make the most of the occasion. But 
whether she was displeased by the intrepidity 
and assumnce of his behaviour, thinking herself 
entitled to more courtship and respect ; or was 
really better fortified with chastity than he or his 
procurer had supposed her to be ; certain it is, 
she expressed resentment and surprise at his bold- 
ness and presumption, and upbraided him with 
having imposed upon the charity of the friar. 
The young gentleman was reajly as much aston- 
ished at this rebuff, as she pretended to be at 
his declaration, and earnestly entreated her to 
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consider how precious the moxnents were, and for 
once sacrifice superfluous ceremony to the happi- 
ness of one who adored her with such a flame as 
could not fail to consume his vitals, if she would 
not deign to bless him with her favour. 

Notwithstanding all his tears, vows, and sup- 
plications, his personal accomplishments, and the 
tempting opportunity, all that he could obtain 
was an acknowledgment of his having made an 
impression upon her heart, which she hoped the 
dictates of her duty would enable her to erase. 
This confession he considered as a delicate con- 
sent ; and, obeying the impulse of his love, 
snatched her up in his anns, with an intention 
of seizing that which she declined to give ; when 
this French Lucretia, unable to defend her virtue 
;iny other way, screamed aloud ; and the Capu- 
chin, setting his shoulder to the door, forced it 
open, and entered in an affected ecstasy of 
amazement He lifted up his hands and eyes, 
and pretended to be thunderstruck at the dis- 
covery he had made ; then in broken exclama- 
tions, professed his horror at the wicked intention 
of our hero, who had covered such a damnable 
scheme with the mask of religion . 

In short, he performed his cue with such dex- 
terity, that the lady, believing him in earnest, 
begged he would forgive the stranger on account 
of his youth and education, which had been 
tainted by the errors of heresy ; and he was on 
these considerations content to accept the sub- 
mission of our hero, who, fkr from renouncing 
his expectations, notwithstanding this mortifying 
repulse, confided so much in his own talents, 
and the confession which his mistress liad made, 
that he resolved to make another effort, to which 
nothing could have prompted him but the utmost 
turbulence of unruly desire. 



CHAPTER LIV. 

He makes another EfTort towards the AcnompBdwaent of 
his Wish, which is postponed by » stjrange AccidfiOC 

He directed his vsdetHle-chambre, who was a 
thorough-paced pimp, to kindle cooie straw in 
the yMd, and then pass kmg the door of her 
apactment, crying inch a loud voice tliat the 
ikouse was oa &se. Tliis alarm brought both 
ladies mti of ihetr chamber in a moment, and 
BcBBgnne, taking the advantage of their running 
to the street door, entered the room, and con- 
cealed himself under a large table that stood in 
an unobserved comer. The nymphs, as soon as 
they understood the cause of his Mercury's sup- 
posed affright, returned to their apartment, and, 
having said their prayers, undressed themselves, 
and went to bed. This scene, which fell under 
the observation of Pickle, did not at all con- 
tribute to the cooling of his concupiscence, but 
on the contrary inflamed him to such a degree, 
that he could scarce restrain his impatience, 
until, by her breathing deep, he concluded the 
fellow-lodger of his Amanda was asleep. This 
welcome note no sooner saluted his ears, than he 
crept to his charmer*s bedside, and placing him- 



self on his knees, gently laid hold on her white 
hand, and pressed it to his lips. She had just 
b^un to close her eyes, and enjoy the agreeable 
oppression of slumb'cr, when she was roused by 
this rape, at which she started, pronouncing, in 
a tone of surprise and dismay, ** My God ! who's 
that ? " 

The lover, with the most insinuating humility, 
besought her to hear him ; vowing that his in- 
tention, in approaching her thus, was not to 
violate the laws of decency, or that indelible 
esteem which she had engraven on his heart ; 
but to manifest his sorrow and contrition for the 
umbrage he had given, to pour forth the over- 
flowings of his soul, and tell her that he neither 
could nor would survive her displeasure. These 
and many more pathetic protestations, accom- 
panied with sighs and tears and other expressions 
of grief, which our hero had at command, could 
not fail to melt the tender heart of the amiable 
Fleming, already prepossessed in favour of his 
qualifications. She sympathized so much with 
his afBiction, as to weep in her turn, when she 
represented the impossibility of her rewarding 
his passion ; and he, seizing the favourable mo- 
ment, reinforced his solicitations with such irre- 
sistible transports, that her resolution gave way, 
she began to breathe quick, expressed her fear 
of being overheard by the other lady, and, with 
an ejaculation of '* O heavens I I'm undone," 
suffered him, after a faint struggle, to make a 
lodgn^ent upon the covered way of her bed. 
Her honour, however, was secured ibr the pre- 
sent, by a strange sort of knocking upon the 
wainscot, at the other end of llie room, hard \aff 
the bed in which the female adventurer lar* 

Surprised at this circumstance, the lady oegged 
him for heaven's aake to retjvat, or her reputa- 
tion would be ruined for ^ner ; but when he re- 
preseiU^ to her, thai her chai-acter would iiin a 
mo^ greater risk if he should be detected in 
withdrawii^ she consented, with great trepida- 
tion, to his stay, and they listened in silence to 
the settuel of the noise that alarmed them. This 
was no other than an expedient of the painter to 
awaken his dulcinea, with whom he had made 
an assignation, or at least interchanged such 
signals as he thought amounted to a firm appoint- 
ment. His nymph, being disturbed in her first 
sleep, immediately understood the sound, and, 
true to the agreement, rose ; and, unbolting the 
door as softly as possible, gave him admittance, 
leaving it open for his more commodious retreaL 

While this happy gallant was employed in 
disengaging himself from the deshabille in which 
he had entered, the Capuchin, suspecting that 
Peregrine would make another attempt upon his 
charge, had crept silently to the apartment in 
order to reconnoitre, lest the adventure should 
be achieved without his knowledge ; a circum- 
stance that would deprive him of the profits he 
might expect from his privity and concurrence. 
Finding the door unlatched, his suspicion was 
confirmed, and he made no scruple of creeping 
into the chamber on all four ; so that the painter, 
having stripped himself to the shirt, in groping 
about for ms dulciuea's bed, chanced to. lay his 
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hand upon the shaven crown of the father^s head, 
vrhich^ by a circular motion, the priest b^^ to 
turn round in his grasp, like a ball in a socket, 
to the surprise and consternation of poor Pallet, 
who neither having penetration to comprehend 
the case, nor resolution to withdraw his fingers 
firom this strange object of his touch, stood 
sweating in the dark, and venting ejaculations 
with great devotion. 

The friar, tired with this exercise, and the 
painful posture in which he stooped, raised him- 
self gradually upon his feet, heaving up at the 
same time the hand of the painter, whose terror 
and amazement increased to such a degree at 
this unaccountable elevation, that his faculties 
began to fail ; and his palm, in the confusion of 
his fright, sliding over the priest's forehead, one 
of his fingers happened to slip into his mouth, 
and was immediately secured between the Capu- 
chin's teeth with as firm a fixture as if it had 
been screwed in a blacksmith's vice. 

The paint ;r was so much disordered by this 
sudden snap, which tortured him to the bone, 
that, forgetting all other considerations, he roarer I 
aloud, " Murder ! a fire! a trap, a trap ! help, 
Christians, for the love of God, help ! " Our 
hero, confounded by these exclamations, which 
he knew would soon fill the room with specta- 
tors, and incensed at his own mortifying disap- 
pointment, was obliged to quit the untasted 
banquet, and, approaching the cause of his mis- 
fortune, just as his tormentor had thought proper 
to release his finger, discharged such a hearty 
slap between his shoulders, as brought him to 
the ground with hideous bellowing ; then, re- 
tiring unperceived to his own chamber, was one 
of the first who returned with a light, on pretence 
of liaving been alarmed with his cries. The 
Capuchin had taken the same precaution, and 
followed Peregrine into the room, pronouncing 
benedicite^ and crossing himself with many marks 
of astonishment. The physician and Jolter ap- 
pearing at the same time, the unfortunate painter 
was found lying naked on 'the floor, in all the 
agony of horror and dismay, blowing upon his 
left hand, that hung dangling from the elbow. 
The circumstance of his being found in that 
apartment, and the attitude of his affliction, 
which was extremely ridiculous, provoked the 
doctor to a smile, and produced a small relaxation 
in the severity of the governor's countenance ; 
while Pickle, testifying his surprise and concern, 
lifted him from the ground, and inquired into 
the cause of his present situation. 

Having, after some recollection, and fruitless 
endeavours to speak, recovered the use of his 
tongue, he told them that the hoase was cer- 
tainly haunted by evil spirits, by which he had 
been conveyed, he knew not how, into that 
apartment, and afflicted with all die tortures of 
hell : that one of them had made itself sensible 
to his feeling, in the shape of a round ball of 
smooth flesh, which turned round under his hand, 
like an astronomer's globe ; and then, rising up 
to a surprising hei^t, was converted into a 
machine that laid hold on his finger, by a snap ; 
and having pinned him to the spot, he continued 



for some moments in unspeakable agony. At 
last, he said, the engine seemed to melt away 
from his finger, and he received a sudden thwack 
upon his shoulders, as if discharged by the aim 
of a giant, which overthrew him in an instant 
upon the floor. 

The priest, hearing this strange account, polled 
out of one of his pouches a piece of consecrated 
candle, which he lighted immediately, and mut* 
tered certain mysterious' conjurations. Jolter, 
imagining that Pallet was drunk, shook his 
head, saying, he believed the spirit was nowhere 
but in his own brain. The physician for once 
condescended to be a wag, and, looking towards 
one of the beds, observed, that, in his opinion, 
the painter had been misled by the flesh, and 
not b^ the spirit. The fair Fleming lay in silent 
astonishment and aflnght ; and her fellow-lodger, 
in Older to acquit herself of all suspicion, ex* 
claimed with incredible volubility against the 
author of this uproar, who, she did not doubt, 
had concealed himself in the apartment with a 
view of perpetrating some wicked attempt upon 
her precious virtue, and was punished and pre- 
vented by the immediate interposition of heaven. 
At her desire, therefore, and at the earnest solicit' 
ation of the other lady, he was conducted to his 
own bed ; and the chamber being evacuated, 
they locked their door, fully resolved to admit 
no more visitants for that night : wliile Peregrine, 
mad with seeing the delicious morsel snatched, 
as it were, from his very lip, stalked through the 
passage like a ghost, in hope of finding some 
opportunity of re-entering ; till the day b^inning 
to break,. he was obliged to retire, cursing the 
idiotical conduct of the painter, which had so 
unluckily interfered with his delight. 



CHAPTER LV. 

They; depart from Ghent — Our Hero engages in a Poli- 
tical Disp'ite with his Mistress, whom he oflTends, and 
pacifies with Submission — He practises an Expedient 
to detain the Carriage at Aios^ and confirms the 
Priest in his Interest. 

Next day, about one o'clock, after having seen 
everything remarkable in town, and been present 
at the execution of two youths, who were hanged 

for ravishing a w ^ they took their departure 

from Ghent in the same carriage which had 
brought them thither; and the conversation 
turning upon the punishment they had seen in- 
flicted, the Flemish beauty expressed great sym- 
pathy and compassion for the unhappy suflerers, 
who, a^ she had been informed, nad fallen 
victims to the malice of the accuser. Her senti- 
ments were espoused by all the company, except 
the French lady of pleasure, who, thinking the 
credit of the sisterhood concerned in the aiOfair, 
bitterly inveighed against the profligacy of the 
age, and particularly the base and villainous 
attempts of man upon the chastity of the weaker 
sex ; saying, with a look of indignation directed 
to the painter, that for her own part she should 
never be able to manifest the acknowledgment 
she owed to Providence, for having protected 
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her last night from the wicked aims of unbridled 
lust. This observation introduced a series of 
jokes at the expense of Pallet, who hung his 
ears, and sat witn a silent air of dejection, fearing 
that, through the malevolence of the physician, 
his adventiure might reach the ears of his wife. 
Indeed,, though we have made shift to explain 
the whole transaction to the reader, it was an 
inextricable mystery to every individual in the 
diligence^ because the part which was acted by 
the Capuchin was known to himself alone, and 
even he was utterly ignorant of Pickle's being 
concerned in the affair ; so that the greatest share 
of the painter's sufferings were supposed to 
be the exaggerations of his own extravagant 
imagination. 

In the midst of their discourse on this extra- 
ordinary subject, the driver told them that they 
were now on the very spot where a detachment 
of the allied army had been intercepted and cut 
off by the French ; and, stopping the vehicle, 
entertained them with a local description of the 
battle of Melle. Upon this occasion, the Flemish 
lady, who, since her marriage, had become a 
keen partisan for the French, gave a minute 
detail of all the circumstances, as they had been 
represented to her by her husband's brother, who 
was in the action. This account, which sank the 
number of the French to sixteen, and raised that 
of the allies to twenty thousand men, was so 
disagreeable to truth, as well as to the laudable 
partiality of Peregrine, that he ventured to con- 
tradict her assertions, and a fierce dispute com- 
menced, that not only regarded the present 
question, but also comprehended all the battles 
in which the Duke of Marlborough had com- 
manded against Louis the Fourteenth. In the 
course of these debates, she divested the great 
general of all the glory he had acquired, by 
affirming, that every victory he gained was 
purposely lost by the French generals, in order 
to bring the schemes of Madame de Maintenon 
into discredit ; and, as a particular instance, 
alleged, that while the citadel of Lisle was 
besieged, Louis said, in presence of the Dauphin, 
that if the allies should be obliged to raise the 
siege, he would immediately declare his marriage 
with that lady ; upon which, the son sent private 
orders to Marshal BoufHers to surrender the 
place. 

This strange allegation was supported by the 
asseverations of the priest and the courtesan, and 
admitted as truth by the governor, who pre- 
tended to have heard it from good authority; 
while the doctor sat neutral, as one who thought 
it scandalous to know the history of such modern 
events. The Israelite, being a true Dutchman, 
listed himself under the banners of our hero, who, 
in attempting to demonstrate the absurdity and 
improbability of what they had advanced, raised 
such a hue and cry against himself, and, being 
insensibly heated in the altercation, irritated his 
Amanda to such a degree, that her charming 
eyes kindled with fiiry, and he saw great reason 
to think, that if he did not fall upon some method 
to deprecate her wrath, she would, in a twinlding, 
sacrifice all her esteem for him to her own zeal 



for the glory of the French nation. Moved by 
this apprehension, his ardour cooled by degrees, 
and he insensibly detached himself from the- 
argument, leaving the whole care of supporting^ 
it on the Jew, who, finding himself deserted, was 
fain to yield at discretion; so that the French.' 
remained inasters of the field, and their young 
heroine resumed her good humour. 

Our hero having prudently submitted to the 
superior intelligence of his fair enslaver, began to- - 
be harassed with the fears of losing her for ever y 
and set his invention at work, to contrive some 
means of indemnifying himself for his assiduities^/ 
presents, and the disappointment he had already; 
undergone. On pretence of enjoying a freer air, i 
he mounted the Ihdx, and employed his elocutiom' 
and generosity with such success, that the driver 
undertook to disable the diligence from proceed-) 
ing beyond the town of Alost for that day ; and,, 
in consequence of his promise, gently overturned' 
it when they were but a mile short of that bait-' 
ing-place. He had taken his measures so dis- 
creetly, that this accident was attended with no 
other inconvenience than a fit of fear that took . 
possession of the ladies, and the necessity to 
which they were reduced by the declaration of 
the coachman, who, upon examining the carriage, 
assured the company that the axle-tree had given 
way, and advised them to walk forward to the 
inn, while he would jog afler them at a slow 
pace, and do his endeavour the damage should be . 
immediately repaired. 

Peregrine pretended to be very much concerned 
at what had happened, and even cursed the driver 
for his inadvertency, expressing infinite impa- 
tience to be at Brussels, and wishing that this 
misfortune might not detain them another night 
upon the road ; but when his understrapper, 
according to his instructions, came afterwards to 
the inn, and gave them to understand that the. 
workman he had employed could not possibly, 
refit the machine in less than six hours, the 
crafty youth affected to lose all temper, stormed 
at his emissary, whom he reviled in the most 
opprobrious terms, and threatened to cane for 
his misconduct. The fellow protested, with great 
humility, that their being overturned was owing 
to the failure of the axle-tree, and not to his want 
of care or dexterity in driving ; though rather 
than be thought the cause of incommoding him, 
he would inquire for a post-chaise, in which he 
might depart for Brussels immediately.^ This 
expedient Pickle rejected, unless the whole , 
company could be accommodated in the same 
manner ; and he had been previously informed ■ 
by the driver that the town could not furnish 
more than one vehicle of that sort. His governor, 
who was quite ignorant of his scheme, represented 
that one night would soon be passed, and ex- 
horted him to bear this small disappointment 
with a good grace, especially as the house seemed ; 
to be well provided for their entertainment, and 
the company so much disposed to be sociable. 

The Capuchin, who had found his account in 
cultivating the acquaintance of the young stranger, 
was not ill-pleased at this event, which might, by 
protracting the term of their intercourse, yield 
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him some opportunity of profiting still farther by 
his liberality : he therefore joined Mr. Jolter in 
his admonitions, congratulating himself upon the 
prospect of enjoying his conversation a little 
longer than he had expected. Our young gentle- 
man received a compliment to the same purpose 
from the Hebrew, who had that day exercised 
his gallantry upon tlie French coquette, and was 
not without hope of reaping the fruit of his 
■attention, his rival, the painter, being quite 
•disgraced and dejected by the adventure of last 
night. As for the doctor, he was too much 
engrossed in the contemplation of his own im- 
portance, to interest himself in the affair or its 
consequences, further than by observing that the 
European powers ought to establish public games, 
like those that were celebrated of old in Greece-; 
in which case, every state would be supplied 
with such dexterous charioteers as would drive a 
machine, at full speed, within a hair's breadth of 
a precipice, without any danger of its being 
overthrown. 

' Peregrine could not help yielding to their 
remonstrances and united complaisance, for which 
he thanked them in very polite terms ; and his 
passion seeming to subside, proposed that they 
should amuse themselves in walking round the 
ramparts. He hoped to enjoy some private con- 
versation with his admired Fleming, who had 
this whole day behaved with remarkable reserve. 
The proposal being embraced, he, as usual, 
handed her into the street, and took all oppor- 
tunities of promoting his suit ; but they were 
^attended so closely by her father-confessor, that 
lie foresaw it would be impracticable to ac- 
complish his aim without the connivance of that 
•ecclesiastic. This he was obliged to purchase 
"with another purse, which he offered, and was 
accepted, as a charitable atonement for his 
criminal behaviour during the interview which 
the friar had procured for the good of his soul. 
The benefaction was no sooner made, than the 
pious mendicant edged off by little and little, till 
he joined the rest of the company, leaving his 
generous patron at full liberty to prosecute his 
purpose. 

It is not to be doubted that our adventurer 
made a good use of this occasion : he practised a 
thousand flowers of rhetoric, and actually ex- 
hausted his whole address, in persuading her to 
liave compassion upon his misery, and indulge 
him with another private audience, without which 
:he should run distracted, and be guilty of extra- 
•vagances which, in the humanity of her disposi- 
tion, she would weep to see. But, instead of 
complying with his request, she chid him severely 
for his presumption in persecuting her widi iiis 
vicious addresfies : she assured him that although 
she had secured a chamber for herself in this 
place, because she had no ambition to be better 
acquainted with the other lady« he vvald Ik tn 
the wrong to dtftKrb Jht willi snother nocturnal 
visit, for she was determined to deny him admit- 
tance. The lover was comforted by this hint, 
which he understood in the true acceptation ; 
• and his passion being inflamed by the obstacles 
he had met with, his heart beat high with tlie 



prospect of possession. These niptUTes of ex- 
pectation produced an inquietude, which disabled 
him firom bearing that share of the conversation 
for which he used to be distingubhed. His 
behaviour at supper was a vicissitude of startings 
and reveries. The Capuchin, imputing this 
disorder to a second repulse from his chaige, 
bep[an to be invaded with the apprehension of 
bemg obliged to refund, and in a whisper forbade 
our hero to despair. 



CHAPTER LVL 

The French Coquette entraps the Heart of the Jew, 
against whom Pallet enters into a Conspiracy, by 
which Peregrine is again disappointed, and the 
Hebrew's Incontinence exposed. 

Meanwhile the French siren, balked in her 
design upon her English cully, who was so easily 
disheartened, and hung his ears in manifest de- 
s]x>ndence, rather than run the risk of making a 
vojrage that should be altogether unprofitable, 
resolved to practise her charms upon the Dutch 
merchant She had already made such innova- 
tion upon his heart, that he cultivated her with 
peculiar complacency, gazed upon her with a 
most libidinous stare, and unbended his aspect 
into a grin that was truly Israelitish. Tlie 
painter saw and was offended at this corre- 
spondence, which he considered as an insult 
upon his misfortune, as well as an evident pre- 
ference of his rival ; and, conscious of his own 
timidity, swallowed an extraordinary glass, that 
his invention might be stimulated, and his reso- 
lution raised to the contrivance and execution of 
some scheme of revenge. The wine, however, 
failed in the expected effect, and, without in- 
spiring him with the plan, served only to quicken 
his desire of vengeance ; so that he communi- 
cated his purpose to his friend Peregrine, and 
begged his assistance ; but our young gentleman 
was too intent upon his own affair, to mind the 
concerns of any other person ; and he declining 
to be engaged in the project, Pallet had recourse 
to the genius of Pickle's valet-de-chambre, who 
readily embarked in the undertaking, and in- 
vented a plan, which was executed accordingly. 
The evening being pretty far advanced, and 
the company separate into their respective 
apartments. Pickle repaired, in all the impa- 
tience of youth and desire, to the chamber of 
his charmer, and, finding the door unbolted, 
entered in a transport of joy. By the i^^ «C 
the moon, which shone throufi^ tke^window^ he 
was conducted to hcriiad, which he j^pMMdMd 
in ihe ntnort agitation ; and gwwrjyiiig lier to 
all appearance asleep, ttmaf^ to wake ner with 
a gentle kiss; butilMiiBetliod proved ineffectual, 
because jkevBts determined to save herself the 
isoafaBqa of being an accomplice in his guilt. 
He repeated the application, murmured a most 
passionate salutation in. her ear, and took such 
other gentle methods of signifying his presence, 
as persuaded him that she was resolved to sleept 
in spite of all his endeavours. Flushed with 
this agreeable supposition, he locked the door, 
in order to prevent interruption; and, stealing 
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himself under the clothes, s^t fortune at defiance, 
while he held the fair creature circled in his 
arms. 

Nevertheless, near as he seemed to be to the 
happy accomplishment of his desire, his hope 
was again frustrated with a fearful noise, which 
in a moment awaked his Amanda in a fright, 
and for the present engaged all his attention. 
His valet-de-chambre, whom Pallet had con- 
sulted as a confederate in his revenge against 
the lady of pleasure and her Jewish gallant, had 
hired of certain Bohemians, who chanced to 
lodge at the inn, a jackass adorned with bells, 
which, when everybody was retired to rest, and 
the Hebrew supposed to be bedded with his 
mistress, they led upstairs into a long thorough- 
fare, from which the chambers were detached 
on each side. The painter, perceiving the lady's 
door ajar, according to his expectation, mounted 
this animal, with intention to ride into the room, 
and disturb the lovers in the midst of their mu- 
<tual endearments ; but the ass, true to its kind, 
finding himself bestrid by an unknown rider, 
instead of advancing in obedience to his con- 
ductor, retreated backward to the other end of 
the passage, in spite of all the efforts of the 
painter, who spurred, and kicked, and pommel- 
led to no purpose. It was the noise of this 
contention between Pallet and the ass which 
invaded the ears of Peregrine and his mistress, 
neither of whom could form the least rational 
conjecture about the cause of such strange dis- 
turbance, which increased as the animal ap- 
proached their apartment. At length the hour- 
riquis retrograde motion was obstructed by the 
door, which it forced open in a twinkling, with 
one kick, and entered with such complication of 
sound as terrified the lady almost into a fit, and 
threw her lover into the utmost perplexity and 
confusion. 

The painter, finding himself thus violently 
intruded into the bed-chamber of he knew not 
whom, and dreading the resentment of the pos- 
sessor^ who might discharge a pistol at him as a 
robber who had broken into his apartment, was 
overwhelmed with consternation, and redoubled 
his exertion to accomplish a speedy retreat, 
sweating all the time with fear, and putting up 
petitions to Heaven for his safety; but his 
obstinate companion, regardless of his situation, 
instead of submitting to his conduct, began to 
turn round like a millstone, the united sound of 
his feet and bells producing a most surprising 
concert. The unfortunate rider, whirling about 
in this manner, would have quitted his seat, and 
left the beast to his own amusement, but the 
rotation was so rapid, that the terror of a severe 
fall hindered him from attempting to dismount ; 
and, in the desperation of his heart, he seized 
one of his ears, which he pinched so unmerci- 
fully, that the creature set up his throat, and 
brayed aloud. 

This hideous exclamation was no sooner heard 
by the fair Fleming, already chilled with panic, 
and prepared with superstition, than, believing 
herself visited by the devil, who was permitted 
lo punish her for her infidelity to tlie marriage- 



bed, she uttered a scream, and began to repeat 
her pater noster with a loud voice. Her lover, 
finding himself under the necessity of retiring, 
started up, and, stung with the most violent 
pangs of rage and disappointment, ran directly 
to the spot from whence this diabolical noise 
seemed to proceed. Tliere encountering the ass, 
he discharged such a volley of blows at him and 
his rider, that the creature carried him off at a 
round trot, and they roared in unison all the 
way. Having thus cleared the room of such 
disagreeable company, he went back to his mis- 
tress, and assuring her that this was only some 
foolish prank of Pallet, took his leave, with a 
promise of returning after the quiet of the inn 
should be re-established. 

In the mean time, the noise of the bourrigue, 
the cries of the painter, and the lady's scream, 
had alarmed the whole house ; and the ass, in 
the precipitation of his retreat, seeing people 
with lights before him, took shelter in the 
apartment for which he was at first designed, 
just as the Levite, aroused at the uproar, liad 
quitted his dulcinea, and was attempting to re- 
cover his own chamber unpcrceived. Seeing 
himself opposed by such an animal, mounted 
by a tall, meagre, lantern-jawed figure, half 
naked, with a white nightcap upon his head, 
which added to the natural paleness of his com- 
plexion, — the Jew was sorely troubled in mind ; 
and believing it to be an apparition of Balaam 
and his ass, fled backward with a nimble pace, 
and crept under the bed, where he lay, concealed. 
Mr, Jolter and the priest, who were the foremost 
of those who had been aroused by the noise, 
were not unmoved when they saw such a spec- 
tacle rushing into the chamber, whence the lady 
of pleasure began to shriek. The governor made 
a full halt, and the Capuchin discovered no 
inclination to proceed. They were, however, 
by the pressure of the crowd that followed them, 
thrust forward to the door, through which the 
vision entered ; and there Jolter, with great 
ceremony, colnplimented his reverence with the 
paSy beseeching him to walk in. The mendicant 
was too courteous and humble to accept this pre- 
eminence, and a very earnest dispute ensued; 
during which, the ass, in the course of his circuit, 
showed himself and rider, and in a trice decided 
the contest ; for, struck with this second glimpse, 
both at one instant sprang backward with such 
force, as overturned their next men, who com- 
municated the impulse to those that stood behind 
them, and these again, to others ; so that the 
whole passage was strewed with a long file of 
people, that lay in a line, like the sequel and 
dependence of a pack of cards. 

In the midst of this havoc, our hero returned 
from his own room with an air of astonishment, 
asking the cause of this uproar. Receiving such 
hints of intelligence as Jolter's consternation 
would permit him to give, he snatched the candle 
out of his hand, and advanced into the haunted 
chamber without hesitation, being followed by 
all present, who broke forth into a long and loud 
peal of laughter, when they perceived the ludi- 
crous source of their disquiet. The painter 
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himself made an effort to join their mirth ; but 
he had been so harrowed by fear, and smarted 
so much with the pain of the discipline he had 
received from Pickle, that he could not, with all 
his endeavours, vanquish the ruefulness of his 
countenance. His attempt ser>'ed only to in- 
crease the awkwardness of his situation, which 
was not at all mended by the behaviour of the 
coquette, who, furious with her disappointment, 
slipped on a petticoat and bedgown, and spring- 
ing upon him, like another Hecuba, with her 
nails deprived all one side of his nose of the 
skin; and would not have left him an eye to 
see through, if some of the company had not 
rescued him from her unmerciful talons. Pro- 
voked at this outrage, as well as by her behaviour 
to him in the diligence^ he publicly explained his 
intention in enteringher chamber in this equipage; 
and missing the Hebrew among the spectators, 
assured them that he must have absconded some- 
where in the apartment. In pursuance of this 
intimation, the room was immediately searched, 
and the mortified Levite pulled up by the heels 
from his lurking-place ; so that Pallet had the 
good fortune, at last, to transfer the laugh from 
himself to his rival and the French innamorata, 
who accordingly underwent the ridicule of the 
whole audience. 



CHAPTER LVII. 

Pallet, endeavouring to unravel the Mystery of the Treat- 
ment he had received, falls out of the Frying>pan into 
the Fire. 

Nevertheless, Pallet was still confounded and 
chagrined by one consideration, which was no 
other than that of his having been so roughly 
handled in the chamber, belonging, as he found 
upon inquiry, to the handsome young lady who 
was under the Capuchin's direction. Pie re- 
collected that the door was fast locked when his 
beast burst it open, and he had no reason to 
believe that any person followed him in his 
irruption : on the other hand, he could not 
imagine that such a gentle creature would either 
attempt to commit, or be able to execute, such 
a desperate assault as that which his body had 
sustained ; and her demeanour was so modest 
and circumspect, that he durst not harbour the 
least suspicion of her virtue. These reflections 
bewildered him in the labyrinth of thought : he 
nnnmaged his whole imagination, endeavouring 
to account for what had happened. At length, 
he concluded, that either Peregrine, or the devil, 
or both must have been at the bottom of the 
whole affair, and determined, for the satisfaction 
of his curiosity, to watch our hero's motions, 
during the remaining part of the night, so 
narrowly, that his conduct, mysterious as it was, 
should not be able to elude his penetration. 

With these sentiments he retired to his own 
room, after the ass had been restored to the right 
owners, and the priest had visited and confirmed 
his fair ward, who had been almost distracted 
with fear. Silence no sooner prevailed again, 
than he crawled darkling towards her door, and 
huddled himself up. in an obscure corner, from 



whence he might observe the ingress or egress 
of any human creature. He had not long re- 
mained in this posture, when, fatigued with this 
adventure and that of the preceding night, his 
faculties were gradually overpowered with slum- 
ber ; and, falling fast asleep, he began to snore 
like a whole congregation of Presbyterians. The 
Flemish beauty, hearing this discordant noise in 
the passage, began to be afraid of some new 
alarm, and very prudently bolted her door ; so 
that when her lover wanted to repeat his visit, 
he was not only surprised and incensed at this 
disagreeable serenade, the author of which he 
did not know ; but when compelled by his 
passion, which was by this time wound to the 
highest pitch, he ventured to approach the en- 
trance, he had the extreme mortification to find 
himself shut out. He durst not knock or signify 
his presence in any other manner, on account of 
the lady's reputation, which would have greatly 
suffered had the snorer been waked by his en- 
deavours. Had he known that the person who 
thus thwarted his views was the painter, he 
would have taken some effectual step to remove 
him ; but he could not conceive what should 
induce Pallet to take up his residence in that 
comer ; nor could he use the assistance of a light, 
to distinguish him, because there was not a candle 
burning in the house. 

It is impossible to describe the rage and vexa- 
tion of our hero, while he continued thus tanta-' 
lized upon the brink of bliss, after his desire had 
been exasperated by the circumstances of his two 
former disappointments. He ejaculated a thou* 
sand execrations against his own fortune, cursed 
all his fellow-travellers without exception, vowed 
revenge against the painter, who had twice con- 
founded his most interesting scheme, and was 
tempted to execute immediate vengeance upon 
the unknown cause of his present miscarriage. 
In this agony of distraction did he sweat two 
whole hours in the passage, though not without 
some faint hope of being delivered from his tor- 
mentor, who, he imagined, upon waking, would 
undoubtedly shift his quarters, and leave the field 
free to his designs ; but when he heard the cock 
repeat his salutation to the mom, which began 
to open on the rear of night, he could no longer 
restrain his indignation. Going to his own 
chamber, he filled a basin with cold water, and, 
standing at some distance, discharged it full in 
the face of the gaping snorer, who, over and 
above the surprise occasioned by the application, 
was almost suffocated by the liquor that entered 
his mouth, and ran down into his windpipe. 
While he gasped like a person half-drowned, 
without knowing the nature of his disaster, or 
remembering the situation in which he fell 
asleep. Peregrine retired to his own door, and, 
to his no small astonishment, from a long howl 
that invaded his ears, learned that the patient 
was no other than Pallet, who had now, for the 
third time, balked his good fortune. 

Enraged at the complicated trespasses of this 
unfortunate offender, he rushed from his apart- 
ment with a horsewhip, and, encountering the 
painter in his flight, overturned him in the 
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passage. There he exercised the instrument of 
his wrath with great severity on pretence of 
mistaking him for some presumptuous cur, which 
had disturbed the repose of the inn : nay, when 
he called aloud for mercy in a supplicating tone, 
and his chastiser could no longer pretend to treat 
him as a quadruped, such was the virulence of 
the young gentleman's indignation, that he could 
not help declaring his satisfaction, by telling 
Pallet he had richly deserved the punishment he 
had undergone, for his madness, folly, and im* 
pertinence, in contriving and executing such idle 
schemes, as had no otlier tendency than that of 
plaguing his neighbours. 

Pallet protested, with great vehemence, that 
he was innocent as the child unborn of an inten- 
tion to give umbrage to any person whatever, 
except the Israelite and his doxy, who he knew 
had incurred his displeasure. "But as God is 
my Saviour,^' said he, "I believe I am perse* 
cuted with witchcraft, and begin to think that 

d d priest is an agent of the devil ; for he has 

been but two nights in our company, during 
which I have not closed an eye; but, on the 
contrarv, have been tormented by all the fiends 
of hell. ' Pickle peevishly replied, that his tor- 
ments had been occasioned by his own foolish 
imagination ; and asked how he came to howl in 
that comer. The painter, who did not think 
proper to own the truth, said, that he had been 
transported thither by some preternatural con- 
veyance, and soused in water by an invisible 
hand. The youth, in hope of profiting by his 
absence, advised him to retire immediately to hb 
bed, and by sleep strive to comfort his brain, 
whicli seemed to be not a little disordered by the 
want of that refreshment. Pallet himself b^an 
to be very much of the same way of thinking ; 
and, in compliance with such wholesome counsel, 
betook himself to rest, muttering prayers all the 
way for the recovery of his own understanding. 

Pickle attended him to his chamber, and, 
locking him up, put the key in his own pocket, 
that he might not have it in his power to inter- 
rupt him again ; but in his return he was met 
by Mr. Jolter and the doctor, who had been a 
second time alarmed by the painter's cries, and 
came to inquire about this new adventure. 
Half-frantic with such a series of disappointments, 
he cursed them in his heart for their unseasonable 
appearance. When they questioned him about 
Pallet, he told them he had found him stark 
staring mad, howling in a corner, and wet to the 
skin, and conducted him to his room, where he 
was now a-bed. The pliysician, hearing this 
circumstance, made a merit of his vanity ; and, 
under pretence of concern for the patient's wel- 
fare, desired he might have an opportunity of 
examining the symptoms of his disorder, without 
loss of time ; alle^ng that many diseases might 
have been stifled m the birth, wliich afterwards 
baffled all the endeavours of the medical art. 
The young gentleman accordingly delivered the 
Itey, and once more withdrew into his own 
chamber, with a view of seizing the first occasion 
that should present itself of renewing his appli- 
cation to his Amanda's door ; while the doctor, 



in his way to Pallet's apartment, hinted to the 
governor his suspicion that the patient laboured 
under that dreadful s3rmptom called the hydro- 
phobia, which he observed had sometimes ap- 
peared in persons who were not previously bit 
by a mad dog. This conjecture he founded upon 
the howl he uttered when he was soused with 
water, and began to recollect certain circum- 
stances of the painter's behaviour for some days 
past, which now he could plainly perceive had 
prognosticated some such calamity. He then 
ascribed the distemper to the violent frights he 
had lately undergone, affirming that the affair of 
the Bastille had made such a violent encroach- 
ment upon his understanding, that his mamier of 
thinking and speaking was entirely altered. By 
a theory of his own invention, he explained the 
effects of fear upon a loose system of nerves, and 
demonstrated the modus in which the animal 
spirits operate upon the ideas and power of 
im&gination. 

This disquisition, which was communicated at 
the painter s door, might have lasted till break- 
fast, had not Jolter reminded him of his own 
maxim, Venienti occurrite morbo ; upon which he 
put the key to immediate use, and they walked 
softly towaurds the bed, where the patient lay 
extended at full length in the arms of sleep. 
The physician took notice of his breathing hard, 
and his mouth being open ; and from these 
diagnostics declared, Uiat the liquidum ftervosum 
was intimately, affected, and the saliva, impreg- 
nated with, the spiculatedparticles of tlie virus, 
howsoever contracted. This sentence was still 
farther confirmed by the state of his pulse, which, 
being full and slow, indicated an oppressed cir- 
culation, from a loss of elasticity in the propel- 
ling arteries. He proposed that he should im- 
mediately suffer a second aspersion of water, 
which would not only contribute to the cure, 
but also certify them, beyond all possibility of 
doubt, with regard to the state of the disease ; 
for it would evidently appear, from the manner 
in which he would bear the application, whether 
or not his horror of water amounted to a con- 
firmed hydrophobia. Mr. Jolter, in compliance 
with his proposal, began to empty a bottle of 
water, which he found in the room in a basin ; 
when he was interrupted by the prescriber, who 
advised him to use the contents of the chamber- 
pot, which, being impregnated with salt, would 
operate more effectually than pure element. 
Thus directed, the governor lifted up the vessel, 
which was replete with medicine, d.nd with one 
turn of his hand, discharged the whole healing 
inundation upon the ill-omened patient, who, 
waking in the utmost distraction of horror, yelled 
most hideously, just at the time when Peregrine 
had brought his mistress to a parley, and enter- 
tained hopes of being admitted into her chamber. 

Terrifi^ at this exclamation, she instantly 
broke off the treaty, beseeching him to retire 
from the door, that her honour might receive no 
injury from his being found in that place ; and 
he had just enough of recollection left to see the 
necessity of obeying the order ; in conformity to 
which he retreated well nigh, deprived of his 
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senses, and almost persuaded that so many unac- 
countable disappointments must have proceeded 
from some supernatural cause, of which the idiot 
Pallet was no more than the involuntary instru- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, the doctor having ascertained the 
malady of the patient, whose cries, interrupted 
by frequent sobs and sighs, he interpreted into 
the barking of a dog, and having no more salt- 
water at hand, resolved to renew the bath with 
such materials as chance would afford. He 
actually laid hold of the bottle and basin ; but 
by this time the painter had recovered the use of 
his senses so well as to perceive his drift, and, 
starting up like a frantic bedlamite, ran directly 
to his sword, swearing, with many horrid impre- 
cations, that he would murder them both im- 
mediately, if he should be hanged before dinner. 
They did not choose to wait the issue of his 
threat, but i-etired with such precipitation that 
the physician had almost dislocated his shoulder 
by running against one side of the entry. Jolter, 
having pulled the door after him and turned the 
key, betook himself to flight, roaring aloud for 
assistance. His colleague, seeing the door 
secured, valued himself upon his resolution, and 
exhorted him to return ; declaring that, for his 
own part, he was more afraid of the madman's 
teeth than of his weapon, and admonishing the 
governor to re-enter and execute what they had 
lefl undone. **Go in," said he, "without fear 
or apprehension ; and if any accident shall haT)pen 
to you, either from his slaver or his sword, I will 
assist you with my advice, which from this station 
I can more coolly and distinctly administer, than 
I should be able to supply if my ideas were dis- 
turbed, or my attention engaged in any pei-sonal 
conceni." 

Jolter, who could make no objection to the 
justness of the conclusion, frankly owned that he 
had no inclination to try the experiment ; observ- 
mg, that self-preservation was the 6i'st law of 
nature ^ that his connections with the unhappy 
lunatic were but slight ; and that it could not 
be reasonably expected tlwit he would run such 
risks for his service a$ were declined by one who 
had set out with him from England on the foot- 
ing of a companion. This insinuation introduced 
a dispute upon the nature of benevolence, and 
the moral sense, which, the republican argued, 
existed independent of any private consideration, 
and could never be affected by any contingent 
circumstance of time and fortune ; while the 
other, who abhorred his principles, asserted the 
duties and excellence of private friendship with 
infinite rancour of altercation. 

During the hottest of the argument, they were 
joined by the Capuchin, who being astonished 
to see them thus virulently engaged at the door, 
and to hear the painter bellowing within the 
chamber, conjured them, in the name of God, to 
tell him the cause of that confusion which had 
kept the whole house in continual alarm during 
the best part of the night, and seemed to be the 
immediate work of the devil and his angels. 
When the governor gave him to understand that 
Pallet ^vas visited with an evil spirit, he muttered 



a prayer of St. Antonio de Padua, and under- 
took to cure the painter, provided he could be 
secured so as that he might, without danger to 
himself, burn part of a certain relic under his 
nose, which he assured them was equal to the 
miraculous power of Eleazar's ring. They ex- 
pressed great curiosity to know what this treasure 
was ; and the priest was prevailed upon to tell 
them in confidence, that it was a collection of 
the parings of the nails belonging to those two 
madmen, whom Jesus purged of the legion of 
devils that afterwards entered the swine. So 
saying, he puUed from one of his pockets a small 
box, containing about an ounce of the parings of 
a horse's hoof; at sight of which the governor 
could not help smiling, on account of the gross- 
ness of the imposition. The doctor asked, with 
a supercilious smile, whether those maniacs whom 
Jesus cured were of the sorrel complexion, or 
dapple-gray; for, from the texture of these 
parings, he could prove that the original owners 
were of tile quadruped order, and even dis- 
tinguish that their feet had been fortified with 
shoes of iron. 

The mendicant, who bore an inveterate grudge 
against this son of ^Esculapius ever since he had 
made so free with the Catholic religion, replied, 
with great bitterness, that he was a wretch with 
whom no Christian ought to communicate ; that 
the vengeance of Heaven would one day over- 
take him, on account of his profanity ; and that 
his heart was shod with a metal much harder 
than iron, which nothing but hell fire would be 
able to melt 

It was now broad day, and all the servants of 
the inn were a-foot. Peregrine, seeing it would 
be impossible ^to obtain any sort of indemnifica- 
tion for the time he had lost, and the perturl^a- 
tion of his spirits hindering him from enjoying* 
repose, which was moreover obstructed by the 
noise of Pallet and his attendants, put on his 
clothes at once, and, in exceeding ill-humour, 
arrived at the spot where this triumvirate stood 
debating about the means of overpowering the 
furious painter, who still continued his song of 
oaths and execrations, and made sundry efforts 
to break open the door. Chagrined as our hero 
was, he could not help laughing when he heard 
how the patient had been treated ; and his indig- 
nation changing into compassion, he called to 
him through tl^ keyhole, desiring to know the 
reason of his distracted behaviour. Pallet no 
sooner recognized his voice than, lowering his 
own to a whimpering tone, '* My dear friend ! " 
said he, "I have at last detected tlie ruffians 
who have persecuted me so much. I caught 
them in the fact of suffocating me with cold 
water ; and by the Lord, I will be revenged, or 
may I never live to finish my Cleopatra. For 
the love of God ! open the door, and I will make 
that conceited pagan, that pretender to taste, 
that false devotee of the ancients, who poisons 
people with sillykicabies and devil's dung — ^I 
say, I will make him a monument of my wratli, 
and an example to all the cheats and impostors 
of the faculty ; and as for that thick-headed inso- 
lent pedant, his confederate^ who emptied my 
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own Jordan upon me while I slept, he had better 
have been in his beloved Paris, botching schemes 
for .his friend the Pretender, than incur the effects 
of my resentment. Gadsbodikins I I won't leave 
him a windpipe for the hangman to stop, at the 
end of another rebellion." 

Pickle told him his conduct had been so ex- 
travagant as to confirm the whole company in 
the belief that he was actually deprived of his 
senses: on which supposition, Mr. Jolter and 
the doctor had acted the part of friends, in doing 
tliat which they thought most conducive to his 
recovery : so that their concern merited his 
thankful acknowledgment, instead of his frantic 
menaces : that, for his own part, he would be 
the first to condemn him, as one utterly bereft of 
his wits, and give orders for his being secured as 
a madman, unless he would immediately give a 
proof of his sanity by laying aside his sword, 
composing his spirits, and thanking his injured 
friends for tlieir care of his person. 

TJiis alternative quieted his transports in a 
moment : he was terrified at the apprehension 
of being treated like a bedlamite, bemg dubious 
of the state of his own brain ; and, on the other 
hand, had conceived such a horror and antipathy 
for his tormentors, that, far from believing him- 
self obliged by what they had done, he could 
not even think of them without the utmost rage 
and detestation. He, therefore, in the most tran- 
quil voice he could assume, protested that he 
never was less out of liis senses than at present, 
though he did not know how long he might 
retain them, if he should be considered in the 
light of a lunatic : that, in order to prove his 
heing cofnpos mentis^ he was willing to sacrifice 
the resentment he so justly harboured against 
those who^ by their malice, had brought him to 
this pass; but, as he apprehended it would be 
the greatest sign of madness he could exhibit to 
thank them for the mischiefs they had brought 
upon him, he desired to be excused from making 
any such concession ; and swore he would endure 
everything rattier than be guilty of such mean 
absurdity. 

Peregrine held a consultation upon this reply, 
when the governor and physician strenuously 
argued against any capitulation with a maniac, 
and proposed that some method might be taken 
to seize, fetter, and convey him into a dark room, 
where he might be treated according to the rules 
of art; but the Capuchin, understanding the 
circumstances of the case, undertook to restore 
him to his former state, without having recourse 
to such violent measures. Pickle, who was a 
better judge of the affair than any person present, 
opened the door without further hesitation, and 
displayed the poor painter standing, with a woeful 
countenance, shivering in his shirt, which was 
as wet as if he had been dragged through the 
Dender :— a spectacle which gave such offence 
to the chaste eyes of the Hebrew's mistress, who 
was by this time one of the spectators, that she 
turned her head another way, and withdrew to 
her own room, exclaiming against the indecent 
practices of men. 

Pallet, seeing the young gentleman enter, ran 



to him, and, shaking him by the hands, called 
him his best friend, and said he had rescued him 
from those who had a design against his life. 
The priest would have produced his parings, and 
applied them to his nose, but was hindered by 
Pickle, who advised the patient to shift himself 
and put on his clothes. This being done with 
great order and deliberation, Mr. Jolter, who, 
with the doctor, had kept a wary distance, in 
expectation of seeing some strange effects of his 
distraction, b^an to believe that he had been 
guilty of a mistake, and accused the physician of 
having misled him by his false diagnostic. The 
doctor still insisted upon his former declaration ; 
assuring him, that although Pallet enjoyed a 
short interval for the present, the delirium would 
soon recur, unless they would profit by this 
momentary calm, and order him to be blooded, 
blistered, and purged with all imaginable de- 
spatch. 

The governor, however, notwithstanding this 
caution, advanced to the injured party, and 
begged pardon for the share he h^ in giving 
him such disturbance. He declared, in the most 
solemn manner, that he had no other intention 
than that of contributing towards his wel&re ; 
and that his behaviour was the result of the 
physician's prescription, which he affirmed was 
absolutely necessajry for the recovery of his 
health. 

The painter, who had very little gall in his 
disposition, was satisfied with this apology ; but 
his resentment, which was before divided, now 
glowed with double fire against his first fellow- 
traveller, whom he looked upon as the author of 
all the mischances he had undergone, and marked 
out for his vengeance accordingly. Yet the 
doors of reconciliation were not shut against the 
doctor, who, with great justice, might have trans- 
ferred this load of offence from himself to Pere- 
grine, who was, without doubt, the source of 
the painter's misfortune : but, in that case, he 
must have owned himself mistaken in his medical 
capacity, and he did not think the friendship of 
Pallet important enough to be retrieved by such 
condescension ; so that he resolved to n^lect 
him entirely, and gradually forget the former 
correspondence he had maintained with a person 
whom he deemed so unworthy of his notice. 



CHAPTER LVIIL 

Peregrine, almost distracted with his .£>isappointinent» 
conjures the fair Fleming to permit his Visits at 
Brussels — She withdraws from his Purswt. 

Things being thus adjusted, and all the com- 
pany dressed, they went to breakfast about five 
in the morning ; and in less than an hour after 
were seated in the (Uligence, where a profound 
silence prevailed. Peregrine, who used to be the 
life of the society, was extremely pensive and 
melancholy on account of his mishap, the 
Israelite and his dulcinea dejected in conse* 
quence of their disgrace, the poet absorbed in 
lofty meditation, the painter in schemes of re- 
venge ; while Jolter, rocked by the motion of 
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Ihs carriage, made himself amends for the want 
of rest he had sustained; and the mendicant, 
with his fair charge, were infected by the cloudy 
aspect of our youth, in whose disappointment 
«ach of them, for different reasons, bore no in- 
considerable share. This general languor and 
jrecess from all bodily exercise disposed them all 
to receive the gentle yoke of slumber ; and in 
lialf-an-hour after they had embarked, there was 
not one of them awake, except our hero and his 
mistress, unless the Capuchin was pleased to 
counterfeit sleep, in order to indulge our young 
/gentleman with an opportunity of enjo)ring some 
private conversation with his beauteous ward. 

Peregrine did not neglect the occasion ; but, 
on the contrary, seized the first minute, and, in 
gentle murmurs, lamented his hard hap in being 
thus the sport of fortune. He assured her, and 
-that with great sincerity, that all the cross 
accidents of his life had not cost him one half of 
Ihe vexation and keenness of chagrin which he 
had suffered last night ; and that now he was on 
the brink of parting from her, he should be over- 
whelmed with the blackest despair, if she would 
not extend her compassion so far as to give him 
:$in opportunity of sighing at her feet in Brussels, 
-during the few days his affairs would permit him 
to spend in that city. 

This young lady, with an air of mortification, 
expressed her sorrow for being the innocent cause 
of his anxiety ; said she hoped last night's ad- 
venture would be a salutary^ warning to both 
their souls ; for she was persuaded, that her 
virtue was protected by the intervention of 
Heaven ; that whatever impression it might 
have made upon him, she was enabled by it to 
Adhere to that duty from which her passion had 
begun to swerve ; and, beseeching him (o forget 
her for his own peace, gave him to . understand, 
that neither the plan she had laid down for her 
own conduct, nor the dictates of her honour, 
would allow her to receive his visits, or carry on 
any other correspondence with him, while she 
was restricted by the articles of her marriage- 
vow. 

This explanation produced such a violent effect 
upon her admirer, that he was for some minutes 
deprived of the faculty of speech ; which he no 
sooner recovered, than he gave vent to the most 
mibridled transports of passion. Pie taxed her 
with barbarity and indifference; told her, that 
she had robbed him of his reason and internal 
peace ; that he would follow her to the ends of 
the earth, and cease to live sooner than cease to 
love her ; that he would sacrifice the innocent 
fool who had been the occasion of all this dis- 
quiet, and murder every man whom he considered 
as an obstruction to his views. In a word, his 
passions, which had continued so long in a state 
of the highest fermentation, together with the 
want of that repose which calms and quiets the 
perturbation of the spirits, had wrought him up 
to a pitch of real distraction. While he uttered 
these delirious expressions, the tears ran down 
his cheeks ; and he underwent such agitation, 
that the tender heart of the fair Fleming was 
affected with his condition ; and, while her own 



face was bedewed with the streams of sympathy, 
she begged him, for Heaven's sake, to be com- 
posed ; and promised, for his satisfaction, to 
abate somewhat of the rigour of her purpose. 
Consoled by this kind declaration, he recollected 
himself ; and, taking out his pencil, gave her his 
address, when she had assured him, that he 
should hear from her in four-and-twenty hours, 
at farthest, after their separation. 

Thus soothed, he regained the empire of him- 
self, and, by degrees, recovered his serenity. 
But this was not the case with his Amanda, who, 
from this sample of his disposition, dreaded the 
impetuosiw of his youth, and was effectually 
deterred from entering into any engagements 
that might subject her peace and reputation to 
the rash effects of such a violent spirit. Though 
she was captivated by his person and accom- 
plishments, she had reflection enougii to foresee, 
that the longer she countenanced his passion, 
her own heart would be more and more irretrie%'- 
ably engaged, and the quiet of her life the more 
exposed to continual interruption. She therefore 
profited by these considerations, and a sense of 
religious honour, which helped her to withstand 
the suggestions of inclination ; and resolved to 
amuse her lover with false hopes, until she should 
liave it in her power to relinquish his conversa- 
tion, without running any risk of suffering by the 
inconsiderate sallies of his love. It was with 
this view that she desired he would not insist 
upon attending her to her mother's house, when 
the diligence arrived at Brussels ; and he, cajoled 
by her artifice, took a formal leave of her, to- 
gether with the other strangers, fixing his habita- 
tion at the inn to which he and his fellow-travellei-s 
had been directed, in the impatient expectation 
of receiving a kind summons from her within 
the limited time. 

Meanwhile, in order to divert his imagination, 
he went to see the stadthouse,. park, and arsenal, 
took a superficial view of the booksellers' cabinet 
of curiosities, and spent the evoaing at the 
Italian opera, which was at that time exhibited 
for the entertainment of Prince Charles of Lor- 
raine, then governor of the Low Countries. In 
short, the stated period was almost elapsed when 
Peregrine received a letter to this purport : — 

" Sir,— If you knew what violence I do my own heart, 
in declaring that I have withdrawn myself for ever from 
your addresses, you would surely applaud the sacrifice I 
make to virtue, and strive t» imitate this example of self-- 
denial. Yes, sir. Heaven hath lent me grace to struggle 
with my guilty passion, and henceforth to avoid the 
dangerous sight of him who inspired it. I therefore con- 
jure you, by the regard you ought to httve for the eternal 
welfare of us both, as well as by the esteem and affection 
you profess, to war with your unruly inclination, and 
desist from all attempts of frustrating the laudable reso- 
lution I have made. Seek not to invade the peace of one 
who loves you, to disturb the quiet of a family that never 
did you wrong, and to alienate the thoughts of a weak 
woman from a deserving man, who, by the most sacred 
claim, ought to have the full possession of her heart." 

This billet, without either date or subscription, 

banished aU remains of discretion from the mind 

of our hero, who ran instantly to the landlord in 

all the ecstasy of madness, and demanded to see 

I the messenger who brought the letter, on pain 
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of putting his whole family to the sword. The 
innkeeper, terrified by his looks and menaces, 
fell upon his knees, protesting in the face of 
Heaven that he was utterly ignorant and inno- 
cent of anything that could give him offence, and 
that the billet was brought by a person whom 
he did not know, and who retired immediately, 
saying it required no answer. He then gave 
utterance to his fury in a tl^ousand imprecations 
and invectives against the writer, whom he dis- 
honoured with the appellations of a coquette, a 
jilt, an adventurer, who, by means of a pimping 
priest, had defrauded him of his money. He 
denounced vengeance against the mendicant, 
whom he swore he would destroy if ever he 
should set eyes on him again. 

The painter miluckily appearing during this 
paroxysm of rage, he seized him by the throat, 
saying he was ruined by his accursed folly ; and 
in all likelihood poor Pallet would have been 
strangled had not Jolter interposed in his behalf, 
beseeching his pupil to have mercy upon the 
sufferer, and, with infinite anxiety, desiring to 
know the cause of this violent assault. He 
received no answer but a string of incoherent 
curses. When the painter, with unspeakable 
astonishment, took God to witness that he had 
done nothing to disoblige him, the governor 
began to think, in sad earnest, that Peregrine^s 
vivacity had at length risen to the transports of 
actual madness, and was himself almost dis- 
tracted with this supposition. That he might 
the better judge what remedy ought to be 
applied, he used his whole influence, and prac- 
tised all his eloquence upon the youth, in order 
to learn the immediate cause of his delirium. 
He employed the most pathetic entreaties, and 
even shed tears in the course of his supplication ; 
so that Pickle, the first violence of the hurricane 
being blown over, was ashamed of his own 
imprudence, and retired to his chamber in order 
to recollect his dissipated thoughts; there he 
shut himself up, and for the second time, perus- 
ing the fetal epistle, began to waver in his 
opinion of the author's character and intention. 
He sometimes considered her as one of those 
nymphs, who, under the mask of innocence and 
simplicity, practise upon the hearts and purses 
of unwary and inexperienced youths : this was 
the suggestion of his wrath inflamed by dis- 
appointment ; but when he reflected upon the 
circumstances of her behaviour, and recalled her 
particular charms to his imagination, the severity 
of his censure gave way, and his heart declared 
in favour of her sincerity. 

Yet even this consideration aggravated the 
sense of his loss, and he was in danger of re- 
lapsing into his former distraction, when his 
passion was a little becalmed by the hope of 
seeing lier agaiii, either by accident or in the 
course of a (Sligent and minute inquiry, which 
he forthwith resolved to set on foot. He had 
reason to believe that her own heart would 
espouse his cause in spite of her virtue's determin- 
ation ; and did not despair of meeting with the 
Capuchin, whose good offices he knew he could 
at any time command. Comforted with these 



reflections, the tempest of his soul subsided. In 
less than two hours he joined his company with 
an air of composure, and asked the painter's 
foi^giveness for the fileedom he had taken, the 
cause of whicli he promised hcreafler to explain; i 
Pallet was glad of being reconciled on any terms 
to one whose countenance supported him iti 
equilibrio with his antagonist the doctor; and 
Mr. Jolter was rejoiced beyond measure at his 
pupil s recovery. 



CHAPTER LIX. 

Pereg;nne meets with Mrs. Horabeck, and Is consoled for 
his Loss — His Valet-de-chambre is embroiled widi 
her Duenna, whom, however, he finds means ro- ap- 
pease. 

Everything having thus resumed its natural 
channel, they dined together in great tranquillity. 
In the afternoon, Pereg^ne, on pretence of 
staying at home to write letters, while his com- 
panions were at the coffee>house, ordered a coach 
to be called, and, with his valet-4.e-chambre, 
who was the only person acquainted with the 
present state of his thoughts, set out for the 
promenade, to which all the ladies of fashion 
resort in the evening during the summer season, 
in hopes of seeing his fugitive among the rest. 

Having made a circuit round the walk, and 
narrowly observed every female in the place, he 
perceived at some distance the livery of Horn- 
beck upon a lacquey that stood at the back of 
a coach ; upon which he ordered his man to 
reconnoitre the said carriage, while he pulled up 
his glasses, that he might not be discovered 
before he should have received some intelligence 
by which he might conduct himself on this un- 
expected occasion, that already began to interfere 
with the purpose of his coming thither, though 
it could not dispute his attention with the idea of 
his charming unknown. 

His Mercury, having made his 'observations^ 
reported that there was nobody in the coach but 
Mrs. Hombeck and an elderly woman, who had 
all the air of a duenna ; and that the servant was 
not the same footman who had attended them in 
France. Encouraged by this information, our 
hero ordered himself to be driven close up to 
that side of their convenience on which his old 
mistress sat, and accosted her with the usual 
salutation. This lady no sooner beheld her 
gallant than her cheeks reddened with a doubl'e 
glow, and she exclaimed, '' Dear brother, I am 
overjoyed to see you ! Pray come into our 
coach." He took the hint immediately, and*, 
complying with her request, embraced this new^ 
sister with great affection. 

Perceiving that her attendant was very much 
surprised and alarmed at this unexpected meet- ^ 
ing, she, in order to banish her suspicion, and at 
the same time give her lover his cue, told him 
that his brother (meaning her husband) was gone 
to the Spa for a few weeks, by the advice of 
physicians, on account of his ill state of health ; 
and that, from his last letter, she had the pleasure 
to tell him he was in a faxt way of doin^ well. 
The young gentleman e^cpressed his satisfaction 
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at this piece of oevs ; obsenriog, with an air of 
fraternal concern^ that if his brother had not 
made too free vnth his constitution, his friends 
in England would hanre bad no occasion to repine 
at his absence and. wajQt of he^h, by which he 
was banished from his own countiy and connec- 
tions. He then, asked, with an affectation of 
fiurpriscy whjp she had not accompanied her 
fipoQse^and was given to understand that his 
tenderness of affection would not sufier him to 
expose her to the fatigues of the journey, which 
lay among rocks that were almost inaccessible. 

The duenna's doubts being eased by this pre- 
amble of conversation, he changed the subject to 
the pleasures of the place; and, among other 
such questions, inquired if she had as yet visited 
Versailles. This is a public-house, situated upon 
the canal, at the distance of about two miles 
fi-om town, and accommodated with tolerable 
gardens, for the entertainment of company. 
When she replied in the negative, he proposed 
to accompany her thither immediately ; but the 
govemante. who had hitherto sat silent, objected 
to this proposal ; telling them, in broken English, 
that as the lady was under her care, she could 
not answer to Mr. Hombeck for allowing her to 
visit such a suspicious place. "As for that 
matter, madam, said the confident gallant, 
"give yourself no trouble; the consequences 
shall be at rsxy peril ; and I will undertake to 
insure you against my brother's resentment." So 
saying, he directed the coachman to the places 
^d ordered his own to follow, under the auspices 
of his valet-de-chambre ; while the old gentle- 
woman, overruled by his assurance, quietly sub- 
mitted to his authority. 

Being arrived at the place, he handed the 
ladies from the coach, and then, for the first 
lime, observed that the duenna was lame, a 
circumstance of which he did not scruple to take 
the advantage ; for they had scarce alighted, and 
drunk a gla^ of wine, when he advised his sister 
to enjoy a walk in the garden ; and although the ; 
attendant made shift to keep them almost always : 
in view, they enjoyed a detached conversation, 
in which Peregrine learned that the true cause 
of her being left behind at Brussels, whilst her 
husband proceeded to Spa, was his dread of the 
company and familiarities of that place, to which 
his jealousy durst not expose her; and that she 
had lived Siree weeks in a convent at lisle, from 
which she was delivered by his own free motion, 
because indeed he could no longer exist without 
her company ; and, lastly, our lover understood 
that her govemante was a mere dragon, who had 
■been recommended to him by a. Spanish mer- 
chant, whose wife she attended to her dying day ; 
,but she very mudi questioned whether or not her 
fidelity was proof enough against money and 
strong waters. Peregrine assured her the experi- 
ment should be tried before parting; and they 
a^^eed to pa&s the mght at Versailles, provided 
his endeavours should succeed. 

Having exercised then^lves ia this xoasner^ 
until his duenna's spirits wer^ pretty xnudi 
exhausted, that she might be the better deposed 
to recruit them with a gU^ of UqueuTy they 



returned to their apartmeant, and the cordial was 
recommended and received in a bumper \ but as 
it did not produce sudt a visible alteration as the 
sanguine hopes of Pickle had naade him expect, ' 
and the old gentlewoman obaenred that it b^;an 
to be late, aiid that the gatea would be shut in 
a little time, he fiUed up a parting glass, and 
pledged her in eqnal quantity. Her blood was 
too much chilled to be warmed, even by this 
extraordinary dose, which made immediate inno- 
vation in the brain of our youth, who, in the 
gaiety of his imagination^ overwhelmed this she- 
Argus with such profusion of gallantry, that she 
was more intoxicated with his expressions than 
with the spirits she had drunk. When in the 
course of toying hft dropped a purse into her 
bosom, she seemed to forget how die night wore, 
and, with the approbation of her charge, assented 
to his proposal of having something for supper. 

This was a great point which our adventurer 
had gained ; and yet he plainly perceived that 
the govemante mistook his meaning, by giving 
herself credit for all the passion he had professed. 
As this error cotdd be rectified by no other means 
than those of plying her with the bottle, until 
her distinguishing faculties should be over- 
powered, he promoted a quick circulation. She 
did him justice, without any manifest signs of 
inebriation, so Jong, that his own eyes began to 
reel in the sockets, and he found that before his 
scheme could be accomplished, he should be 
effectually unfitted for all the purposes of love. 
He therefore had recourse to his valet«de- 
chambre, who understood the hint as soon as it 
was given, and readily undertook to perform the 
part, of which his master had played the prelude. 
This affair being settled to his satisfaction, and 
the night at odds with morning, he took an 
opportunity of imparting to the ear of this aged 
dulcinea a kind whisper, importing a promise 
of visiting her when his sister should be retired 
to her own chamber, and an earnest desire of 
leaving her door unlocked. 

This agreeabte intinoation beiug communicated, 
he conveyed a caution of the same nature to Mrs. 
Hombeck, as he led her to her apartment ; and 
darkness and silence no sooner prevailed in the 
house, than he and his trusty squire set out on 
their different voyages. Everything would have 
succeeded according to their wish, had not the 
valet-de-chambre suffered himself to fail asleep 
at the side of his innamorata, and, in the agita- 
tion of a violent dream, exclaimed in a voice so 
unlike that of her supposed adorer, that she 
distinguished the difference at once. Waking 
him with a pinch and a loud shriek, she threat- 
ened to prosecute him for a rape, and reviled 
him. with all the epithets her rage and disappoint- 
ment could suggest. 

The FrencSman, fniding himself detected, 
belunred with great temper and address : he beg- 
ged she wouM compose !herseif, on account of 
her owB reputation, which was extxemely dear to 
him ; protesting that he had a most inviolable 
esteem for her person. His representations had 
weight with the duenna, who, tqion recollection, 
compueheiided the whole ai&ii^ and thopgiit it 
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irould be her inteiest to bring Toatteis to 
accomniadaCion. She thereTote adipitted 
apologies of her b^-fellow, provided he would 
proniise to atone. b]j mania^e foe the injury she 
bad custaincd ; soil in this particular he set her 
heart at ease by repealed voivs, which be uttered 
wilii iiiTprising volubility, though without any 
intention (o peilorm (he least tittle of their 
contents. 

Peregrine, vih» had been planned by her 
exclaipaEion, and. ran to the door ivilU a view 
of interi^osing according to the eme^ency of the 
case, overhearing the affair thus compcomised, 
relumed to his mistress, who was htghty enter- 
tained with an account of wbat had passed, fore- 
seeing thai for the future she should be under no 
difficulty or restriction from tl(e severity of her 
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devotion to his service; yet this complai; 
oas nothing but a cloak used to disguise the 
design he harboured of maliiiig liisi master ac- 
quainted with the whole transaction. Indeed 
ttiis lacquey had been hired, not only as a spy 
upon his mistress, but also as a check on llie 
conduct of the goyemante, with promise of 
ample reiyard if ever he should discover any 
sinister or suspicious practices in the course of 
her behaviour. As for the footman whom they 
had bronght from England, he was retained 
in atteiidajice upon' the person of his master, 
whose confidence he had lost by advising him to 
gentle methods of reclaiming his lady, when her 
irregularities had subjected her to his yrrath. 
' The Fjepish valet, in consequence of the office 
he had nndertalten, wrote tQ Hombeck by the 
first post, giving an exact detail of the adventure 
at Versailles, with such a description of the 
pietended brother as left the husband no room 
to think lie pould be any other person than his 
first dishonourer ; and exasperated liim to such a 
decree, that he resolved to lay an ambush for 
this Invader, and at once disqualify him from 
disturbing his repose, by m^mtaining further 
correspondence with his wife. 

Meanwhile the lovers enjoyed themselves with- 
out restraint, and Peregrine'^ plan of inquiry 
after Ms deaj unknown was for the present post- 
poned. His fellow- travellers were confounded 
at hi; qiysterious motions, wliich tilled the heart 
■U Jolter witli anxiety and terror. This careful 
eondijctor was fraught with such experience of 
hb pupil's disposition, tha-t he trembled with the 
apprehension of some sudden accident, and lived 
in continual alarm, like a man that walks under 



the wall of a nodding towet. Nor did he enjoj; 
any allevialions of l^s fears, when, upon telling 
the youn^ gentleman that tlie rest of the company 
were desirous of departipg for Antwerp, \.t an- 
swered, they were at liber^ to consult their own 
inclinations ; but, fo^ his own par(, he was re- 
solved to stay in Brussels a few days linger, ily 
this declaration (he p^vernor was corifirmed W 
the opinion of his having some intrigue upon the 
anvil. In the bitterness of his vexation, he took 
the liberty of signifying his suspicion, andremind-| 
ing him of the dangerous dilemmas to which He 
had been reduced by his former precipitation; ' 
Peregrine took his caution in good part, and 
promised to behave with such circumspection as 
would screen him from any troublesome conse- 
quences for the future : but, nevertheless, be- 
haved that same evening in such a manner as 
plainly showed that his prudence was nothjng 
else than vain speculation. He had made an 
appointment to spen4 the night, as usual, with' 
Mrs, Homtieck ; and about nine o'ctock hastened 
to her lodging?, when he was accosted in the 
street by his pld discarded friend Thomas Pipes,' 
who, without any other preamble, told him, that 
for ^1 he had turned him adrift, he did not choose 
to see him run full sail into his enemy's harbour, 
without giving him ticpely notice of the danger. ■ 
''I'll tefl you what," s^d he; "mayhap you 
think I want to curry favour, that I may be taken 
in tow again ; if you do, you have made a mis- 
take in your reckoning, t am old enougl) to be 
laid up, and have wherewithal to keep my plahk^ 
from the weather. But this here is the affair ; \ 
have known you since you were no higher than 
a marlinspike, and shouldn't care to see you de- 
prived of your lireing at these years ; whereby I 
am informed by Hombeck's man, whom I thid 
afternoon fell in with by chance, as how his mas- 
ter has got intelligence of your boarding his wif^ 
and has steered privately into tiiis port, with a 
large complement of hands, in order, d'ye see, 
to secure you while you are under the Hatches! 
Now, if so he as how you have a mind to givt 
him a salt eel for his supper, here am I, without 
hope of fee or reward, ready to stand by you, a^ 



oakum and drink bitge-water for life." 

Startled at this inforrpation, Pere^ne ex- 
amined him upon the particulars of his discourse 
with the lacquey % and when he understood that 
Hombeck's intelligence flowed from the canal of 
his Flemish footman, he believed every circnm- 
stance of Tom's report, thanked him for his 
warning, and, after Having 
his mi^haviour at Lisle, 
should be his own fault if 
again. He then deliberated 
or not he should retort tl 
adversary ; but when he c< 
beck was not the aggressoi 
happy husband's case his tf 
quitting his intention of ret 
opinion, it ought to hav^ 
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Nothing surely can be more insolent and unjust 
than this determination, which induced him to 
punish a person for his want of courage to re- 
dress the injury which he himself had done to 
hb reputation and peace ; and yet this barbarity 
of decision is authorized by the opinion and 
practice of mankind. 

With these sentiments he returned to the inn, 
and, putting a pair of pistols in his pocket, 
ordered his valet-de-chambre and Pipes to follow 
him at a small distance, so as that they should 
be within call in case of necessity ; then posted 
himself within thirty yards of his diUcinea's door. 
There he had not been above half-an-hour, when 
he perceived four men take their sta,tion on the 
other side, with a view, as he guessed, to watch 
for his going in, that he might be taken unawares. 
But when they had tarried a considerable time in 
that corner, without reaping the fruits of their 
expectation, their leader, persuaded that the 
gallant had gained admittance by some secret 
means, approached the door with his followers, 
who, according to the instructions they had re- 
ceived, no sooner saw it opened, than they 
rushed in, leaving their employer in the street, 
where he thought his person would be least en- 
dangered. Our adventurer, seeing him all alone, 
advanced with speed, and, clapping a pistol to 
his breast, commanded him to follow his foot- 
steps, without noise, on pain of immediate death. 

Terrified at this sudden apparition, Hombeck 
obeyed in silence; and in a few minutes they 
arrived at the quay, where Pickle, halting, gave 
him to understand that he was no stranger to his 
villainous design, and told him, that if he con- 
ceived himself injured by any circumstance of his 
conduct, he would now give him an opportunity 
of resenting the wrong in a manner becoming a 
man of honour. '* You have a sword about 
you, " said he ; * * or if you don't choose to put the 
affair on that issue, here is a brace of pistols ; 
take which you please." Such an address could 
not fail to disconcert a man of his character. 
After some hesitation, he in a faltering accent 
denied that his design was to mutilate Mr. Pickle, 
but that he thought himself entitled to the benefit 
of the law, by which he would have obtained a 
divorce, if he could have procured evidence of 
his wife's infidelity ; and with that view he had 
employed people to take advanta|;e of the in- 
formation he had received. With regard to his 
alternative, he declined it entirely ; because he 
could not see what satisfaction he should enjoy, 
in being shot through the head, or run through 
the lungs, by a person who had already wronged 
him in an irreparable manner. Lastly, his fear 
made him propose, that the affair should be left 
to the arbitration of two creditable men, altoge- 
ther imconcemed in the dispute. 

To these remonstrances, Peregrine replied, in 
the style of a hot-headed young man, conscious 
of his own unjustifiable behaviour, that every 
gentleman ought to be a judge of his own hon- 
our, and therefore he would submit to the de- 
cision of no umpire whatsoever ; that he would 



forgive his want of courage, which might be a 
natural infirmity, but his mean dissimulation he 
could not pardon; that, as he was certified of 
the rascally intent of his ambuscade by undoubted 
intelligence, he would treat him, not with a re- 
taliation of his own treachery, but with such in- 
dignity as a scoundrel deserves to suffer, unless 
he would make one effort to maintain the char- 
acter he assumed in life ; so sa3dng, he again 
presented his pistol, which being rejected as 
before, he called his two ministers, and ordered 
them to duck him in the canal. 

This command was pronounced and executed 
almost in the same breatli, to the unspeakable 
terror and disorder of the poor shivering patient, 
who, having undergone the immersion, ran about 
like a drowned rat, squeaking for assistance and 
revenge. His cries were overheard by the patrol, 
which, chancing to pass that way, took him 
under their protection, and, in consec^uence of 
his complaint and information, went in pursuit 
of our adventurer and his attendants, who were 
soon overtaken and surrounded. Rash and in- 
considerate as the young gentleman was, he did 
not pretend to stand upon the defensive against 
a file of musketeers, although Pipes had drawn 
his cutlass at their approach ; but surrendered 
himself without opposition, and was conveyed to 
the main guard, where the commanding officer, 
engaged by his appearance and address, treated 
him with all imaginable respect Hearing the 
particulars of his adventure, he assured him that 
the prince would consider the whole as a tour de 
jeunesse, and order him to be released without 
delay. 

Next morning, when this gentleman gave in 
his report, he made such a favourable represent- 
ation of the prisoner, that our hero was on the 
point of being discharged, when Hombeck pre- 
ferred a complaint, accusing him of a purposed 
assassination, and praying that such punishment 
should be inflicted upon him as his highness 
should think adequate to the nature of the crime. 
The prince, perplexed with this petition, in con- 
sequence of which he foresaw that he must dis- 
oblige a British subject, sent for the plaintiff, of 
whom he had some knowledge, and in person 
exhorted him to drop the prosecution, which 
would only serve to propagate his own shame ; 
but Hombeck was too much incensed to listen 
to any proposal of that kind, and peremptorily 
demanded justice against the prisoner, whom he 
represented as an obscure adventurer, who had 
made repeated attempts upon his honour and his 
life. Prince Charles told him, that what he had 
advised was in the capacity of a friend ; but 
since he insisted upon his acting as a magistrate, 
the affair should be examined, and detennined 
according to the dictates of justice and tmth. 

The petitioner being dismissed with this pro- 
mise, the defendant was in his turn brought 
before the judge, whose prepossession in his 
favour was in a great measure weakened by 
what his antagonist had said to^the prejudice of 
his birth and reputation* 
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CHAPTER LXI. 

Per^rine is released— Jolter confounded at his mysterious 
Conduct — ^A Contest happens between the Poet and 
the Painter, who are reconciled by the Mediation of 
their Fellow-travellers. 

Our hero, understanding from some expressions 
which escaped the prince, that he was considered 
in the light of a sharper and assassin, begged 
that he might have the liberty of sending for 
some vouchers, that would probably vindicate 
his character from the malicious aspersions of 
his adversary. This permission being |[ranted, 
he wrote a fetter to his governor, desirmg that 
he would bring to him the letters of recommend- 
ation which he had received from the British 
ambassador at Paris, and such other papers as 
he thought conducive to evince the importance 
of his situation. 

The billet was given in charge to one of the 
subaltern officers on duty, who carried it to the 
inn, and demanded to speak with Mr. Jolter. 
Pallet, who hapoened to be at the door when 
this messenger alived, and heard him inquire 
for the tutor, ran directly to that gentleman's 
apartment, and in manifest disorder told him 
that a huge fellow of a soldier, with a monstrous 
pair of whiskers, and a fur cap as big as a bushel, 
was asking for him at the door. The poor 
governor began to shake at this intimation, 
Siough he was not conscious of having com- 
mitted anything that could attract the attention 
of the state. When the officer appeared at his 
chamber-door, his confusion increased to such a 
degree, that his perception seemed to vanish, 
and the subaltern repeated the purport of his 
errand three times before he could comprehend 
his meaning, or venture to receive the letter 
which he presented. At length he summoned 
all his fortitude, and, having perused the epistle, 
his terror sank into anxiety. His ingenious fear 
immediately suggested that Peregrine was con- 
fined in a dungeon for some outrage he had 
committed. He ran with great agitation to a 
trunk, and, taking out a bundle of papers, 
followed his conductor, being attended by the 
painter, to whom he had hinted his apprehension. 

When they passed through the guard, which 
was under arms, the hearts of both died within 
them ; and when they came into the presence, 
tliere was such an expression of awful horror on 
the countenance of Jolter, that the prince, ob- 
serving his dismay, was pleased to encourage 
him witli an assurance that he had nothing to 
fear. Thus comforted, he recollected himself so 
well as to imderstand his pupil, when he desired 
him to produce the ambassador's letters ; some 
of which being open, were immediately read by 
his highness, who was personally acquainted 
. with the writer, and knew several of the noble- 
* men to whom they were addressed. These re- 
cosunendations were so warm, and represented 
the young gentleman in such an advantageous 
light, that the prince, convinced of the injustice 
his character had suffered by the misrepresenta- 
lion of Hombeck, took our hero by the hand, 
asked pardon for the doubts he had entertained 



of his honour, declared him from that moment 
at liberty, ordered his domestics to be enlarged, 
and offered him his countenance and protection 
as long as he should remain in the Austrian 
Netherlands. At the same time he cautioned 
him against indiscretion in the course of his 
gallantries ; and took his word and honour, that 
he should drop all measures of resentment against 
the person of Hombeck, during his residence in 
that place. 

Tlie delinquent, thus honourably acquitted, 
thanked the prince in the most respectful manner 
for his generosity and candour, and retired with 
his two friends, who were amazed and bewildered 
in their thoughts at what they had seen and 
heard, the whole adventure still remaining with- 
out the sphere of their comprehension, which 
was not at all enlarged by the unaccountable 
appearance of Pipes, who, with the valet-de- 
chambre, joined them at the castle-gate. Had 
Jolter been a man of luxuriant imagination, his 
brain would undoubtedly have suffered in the 
investigation of his pupil's mysterious conduct, 
which he strove in vain to unravel ; but his 
intellects were too solid to be affected by the 
miscarriage of his invention ; and, as Peregrine 
did not think proper to make him acquainted 
with the cause of his being apprehended, he 
contented himself with supposing that there was 
a lady in the case. ' 

The painter, whose imagination was of a more 
flimsy texture, formed a thousand chimerical 
conjectures, which he communicated to Pickle 
in imperfect insinuations, hoping by his answers 
and behaviour to discover the truth : but the 
youth, in order to tantalize him, eluded all his 
inquiries with such an appearance of industiy 
and art, as heightened his curiosity, while it 
disappointed his aim, and inflamed him to such 
a degree of impatience, that his wits began to 
be unsettled : then Peregrine was fain to recom- 
pose his bran, by telling him in confidence, that 
ne had been arrested as a spy. This secret he 
found more intolerable than his former uncer- 
tainty : he ran from one apartment to another, 
like a goose in the agonies of egg-laying, with 
intention of disburdening this important load ; 
but Jolter being engaged with his pupil, and all 
the people of the nouse ignorant of the only 
language he could speak, he was compelled, 
with infinite reluctance, to address himself to 
the doctor, who was at that time shut up in his 
own chamber. Having knocked at the door to 
no purpose, he peeped tln*ough the keyhole, and 
saw the physician sitting at a table, with a pen 
in one hand, and paper before him, his head 
reclined upon his other hand, and his eyes fixed 
upon the ceiling, as if he had been entranced. 
Pallet, concluding that he was under the power 
of some convulsion, endeavoured to force the 
door open ; and the noise of his efforts recalled 
the doctor from his reverie. ^ 1 

This poetical republican, being so disagreeably 
disturbed, started up in a passion, and, opening 
the door, no sooner perceived who had inter- 
rupted him, than he flung it in his face with 
great fury, and cursed him for his impertinent 



126 



TtlE ADVENTURES OF 



intrusion, which had deprived him Of the most 
delightful vision that ever regaled thfe human 
fancy. Me imagined, as he afterwards imparted 
to Peregrine, that as he enjoyeci himself in 
V$-lking through the l!owery plain that borders 
t)a Parnassus, he was met by a venerable sage, 
Whom, by a certain divine vivacity that lightened 
irom his eyes, he instantly knew to be the im- 
toortal l*indar. He was immediately struck 
with reverence and awe, and prostrated himself 
fefefore the apparition, which, taking him by the 
hand, lifted him gently from the ground ; and, 
Vith words more sweet than the honey of the 
Hybla bees, told him that, of all the moderns, 
iie alone was visited by that celestial impulse by 
which he himself had been inspired, when he 
produced his most applauded odes. So saying, 
ne led him up the sacred hill, persuaded him to 
drink a copious draught t>f the w^aters of the 
tiippocrene, and then presented him to the har- 
monious Nine, who crowned liis temples with a 
laurel-wreath. 

■ No wonder that he was enraged to find him- 
self cut off from such sublime society. He 
raved in Greek against the invader, who was so 
big with his own purpose, that, unmindful of 
the disgrace he had sustained, and disregarding 
all the symptoms of the physician's di^leasfure, 
he applied his mouth to the door, in an eager 
tone. ** I'll hold you any wager," Said he, 
*'that 1 guess the true cause (? Mr. Pickle's 
iniprisonment.*' To this challenge he received 
ho reply; and therefore repeated it, adding, "I 
suppose you imagine he was taken up for fighting 
a duel, or affronting a nobleman, or lying with 
some man's wife, or some such matter : but, 
iegad ! you was never more mistaken in your 
life ; and I'll lay my Cleopatra against your 
Homer's head, that in four-and -twenty hours 
you sha'n't light on the true reason." 

The favourite of the Muses, exasperated at 

this vexatious perseverance of the painter, who 

he imagined had come to tease and insult him, 

** I would," said he, ** sacrifice a cock to iBscu- 

lapius, were I assured that any person had been 

taken up for extirpating such a troublesome 

poth as you are from the face of the earth. As 

for your boasted Cleopatra, which you say was 

drawn from your own wife, I believe the copy 

has as much of thericaXov as the original : but, 

were it mine, it should be hung up in the Temple 

of Cloaeina, as the picture of that goddess ; for 

tiny other -apartntent would be disgraced by its 

appearance." — ** Hark ye, sir," replied Pallet,! 

^nraged in his return at the contemptuous men-| 

^ion of his darling performance, '" you may make . 

^s free with my wife as you think proper ; but| 

•Vare my works ; those are th« children of my' 

ffency, conceived by the glowing imagination,' 

'tmd formed by the art Of my own hands : and' 

^Jrou yourself are a Goth, -and * Turk, and a^ 

Tartar, and an impudent pretending jackanapes,! 

'do treat with such disrespect -a production, which,' 

<Sn the opinion of all the connoisseurs of the age,i 

:will. When finished, be a masterpiece in its kind,| 

^and do honour to human genius -and ski!l. So 

'I say again «ind again (and I eare oot'thotig^ 



your friend Playtor heard me), that you have no 
more taste than a drayman*s horse ; and that 
those foolish notions of the incients ought to be 
drubbed out of yOu with a good cudgel, that 
you might learn to treat men of .patts with more 
veneration. Perhaps you may not always be in 
the company Of on'eXvho Will halloo for assistance 
when you aVe on the brink of behig chastised for 
your insolence, as I did when ybu brought upon 
yourself the r6sentme?nt of that Scot, who, by 
the Lard ! would haVe paid you both scot and 
lot, as Faistaff says, if the JFfench officer had 
not put him in arrest." 

The physician, to this declamation, which 
was conveyed through the keyhole, answered, 
that he (the painter) was a fellow so infinitely 
below his consideration, that his c'onscience up- 
braided him with no action of his life except 
that of choosing such a wretch for hisjcompanion 
and fellow-ti-Taveller ; tliat he had viewed his 
character through the medium of good -nature 
and compassion, which had prompted liim to 
give Pallet an opportunity of acquiring some 
new ideas under his immediate instruction; 
but he had abused his goodness and condescen- 
sion in such a flagrant manner, that he was now 
determined to discard him entirely from his 
acquaintance, and desired him, fox the present, 
to take himself away, on pain of being kicked 
for his presumption. 

pallet was too much incensed to be intimidated 
by this threat, which he retorted with great 
virulence, defying him to come forth, that it 
might appear which of them was best skilled in 
that pedestrian exercise, which he immediately 
began to practise against the door with* such 
thundering application, as reached the ears of 
Pickle and his governor, who, coming out into 
the passage and seeing him thus employed, 
asked if ne had forgot the chamber-pots of 
Alost, that he ventured to behave in such a 
manner, as entitled him to a second prescription 
of the same nature. 

The doctor, understanding that there was 
company at hand, opened the door in a twink- 
ling ; and, springing upon his antagonist like a 
tiger, a fierce contention would have ensued, to 
the infinite satisfaction of our hero, had not 
Jolter, to the manifest peril of his own person, 
interposed, and partly by force, and partly ty 
ejchortations, put a stop to the engagement before 
it was fairly begun. After liaving demonstrated: 
the indecency of such a vulgar rencounter betT\'ixt 
two fellow-citiasens in a foreign land, he begged 
to know the cause of their dissension, and offered 
his good <^ces towards an accommodation^ 
Peregrine also, seeing -the fray was finished, 
expressed himself to the same purpose ; and the 
painter, for obvious reasons, declining an explan- 
ation, his' antagonist told the youtlivniat a morti- 
fying internjption Ire had suffered by the im- 
p>ertment Intrusion of Pallet, and gave Kim ^ 
detail ef the particulars of his vision as above 
recited. The arbiter owned, the 'provofsitioji 
was not to be endured ; and decreed, that 't9re^ 
offender • Aould *make some -atonemeKt for his 
tntn^ression ; ripoR -ifi%idi the painter observed^ 
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that howso^er he mtght YtKft been disposed to 
maVe acknowled^aents, if the physician had 
signified his •dis^easiue like a gentleman, the 
complainant had now forfeited all claim to any 
'Such concessions by- the Tulgar manner in which 
he had r ^n'ed him and his productions ; observ- 
ing, that if he (the painter) had been inclined to 
retort his slanderous ni5amiations, the republican's 
own works would hare afforded ample subject 
for his ridicule and. censure. 

After diveis disputes and representations, peace 
was at length 'concluded, on condition that, ibr 
the future, the doctor should never mention 
Cleopatra, unless he could say something in her 
praise ; and that Ballet, in conaderation of his 
having been the first aggressor, should make a 
sketch of the physician's vision, to be engraved 
and prefixed to the next edition of his odes. 



CHAPTER LXII. 

The Traveller ■deport for Aatwojp, at which Place the 
Painter gives a Loose to his Enthusiasm. 

Our adventurer, baffled in his efforts to retrieve 
his lost Amanda, yidded at lei^h to tibe remon- 
strances of his governor and ieUow-travdlere, 
who, out of pure complaisance to him, had ex> 
ceeded fiieir intended stay by six days at least ; 
and a couple of post-chaises, with three riding- 
horses, beii^ hired, they departed from Brussels 
in the morning, dined at Mechlin, and arrived 
about eight in the evening at the venerable city 
of Antwerp. During this day's journey. Pallet 
was elevated to an imcommon flow of spirits, 
with the prospect of seeing the birth-place of: 
Rubens, for whom he professed an enthusiastic 
admiration. He swore, that the pleasure lie fek 
was equal to that of a Mussulman, on the last ; 
day of his pilgiims^e to Mecca; and that hei 
already considered himself a native of Antwerp, 
being so intimately acquainted with their so 
justly boasted citizen, from whom, -at certain 
junctures, he could not help believing himself 
derived, because his own pencil adopted the 
manner of that great man with surprising facility, 
-and his face wanted nothing but a pair of whiskers '■ 
and a beard to exhibit the express image of the 
Plemiug's countenance. He told them he was 
so proud of this resemblance, that, in order to 
Tender it more striking, he had at one time of 
his Hfe resolved to keep his face sacred from the 
razor ; and in that purpose he had persevered, 
-notwithstanding the continual reprebensicois of 
Mrs. Pallet (who, being then with child, said his 
aspect was so .hideous, that she dreaded a kus- 
carriage every hour), until she threatened, in 
plain terms, to dispute the sanity of his Intellects, 
and apply to the chancellor ibr.a committee. 

The doctor, on this occasion, observed, that 
A man who is not psoof against the solicitations 
rof A w6man, can -never expect to make a great 
figmeiniife; that .painters and poets, vught to 
cultivate no wives but the Muses; or if they are, 
by the accidents of fortune, encumbered with 
familie6» t]»y ^onld ioarefully guard against that 
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pemiciotis weakness, falsd^ honoured with the 
appellation of natural affection, and pay no 
manner of regard to the impertinent customs of 
the world. — "Granting that you had been, for a 
short time, deemed a lunatic,*' said he, ''you 
might have acquitted yourself honourably of that 
imputation by some performance that would have 
raised your character above all censure. Sopho- 
cles himself, that celebcated tragic poet, who, 
for the sweetness of his versification, was styled 
MtXirra, or ** the Bee," in his old age suffered 
the same accusation from his own children, who, 
seeing him neglect his family affairs, and devote 
himself entirely to poetry, carried him before the 
magistrate, as a man whose intellects were so 
much impaired by the infirmities of age, that he 
was no longer fit to manage his domestic con- 
cerns ; upon which the reverend bard produced 
his tragedy of OidivovQ lir< Knikwvtf, as a work 
he had just finished; which being perused, 
instead of being declared unsound of understand- 
ing, he was dismissed with admiration and 
applause. I wish your beard and whiskers had 
been sanctioned by the like authority ; though I 
am afraid you would have been in the predica- 
ment of those disciples of a certain philosopher, 
who drank decoctions of cumin-seeds, that their 
faces might adopt the paleness of their master's 
cc»nplexion, hoping that, in being as wan, they 
would be as learned as their teacher." The 
painter, stung with this sarcasm, replied, "or 
like those virtuosi, who, by repeating Greek, 
eating sillikicaby, and pretending to see visions, 
think they equal the ancients in taste and genius." 
The physician retorted, Pallet rejoined, and the 
altercation continued, until they entered the 
gates of Antwerp, when the admirer of Rubens 
broke forth into a rapturous exclamation, which 
put an end to the dispute, and attracted the 
notice of the inhabitants ; many of whom, by 
shrugging up their shoulders, and pointing to 
their foreheads, gave shrewd indications that 
they believed him a poor gentleman disordered 
in his bmia. 

They had no sooner alighted at the inn, than 
this pseudo-enthusiast proposed to visit the great 
church, inj which he had been informed some of 
his master's pieces were to be seen ; and was 
remarkably chagrined, when he understood that 
he oould not be admitted till next day. He rose 
next morning by daybreak, and disturbed his 
fellow-travellers in such a noisy and clamorous 
manner, that Peregrine determined to punish 
him with some new infliction, and, whilst he 
put on his clothes, actually formed the plan of 
promoting a duel between him and the doctor, 
in the mcmagement of which he promised him- 
sdf store of entert^nmeut from the behaviour of 
both. 

Being provided with one of those domestics 
who are always in waiting to offer their services 
to strangers on their first arrival, they were con- 
ducted to the houie of a gentleman who had an 
excellent collection of pictures ; and though the 
gseatest part of them were painted by his favour- 
ite artist, Pallet condemned them all by the 
hunp, beg»ufie iHckle had told him beforehand. 
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that there was not one performance of Rubens 
among the number. 

The next place they visited, was what is called 
the Academy of Fainting, furnished with a 
number of paltry pieces, in which our painter 
recognized the style of Peter Paul, with many 
expressions of admiration, on the same sort of 
previous intelligence. 

From this repository they went to the great 
■church ; and being led to the tomb of , Rubens, 
the whimsical painter fell upon his knees, and 
worshipped with such appearance of devotion, 
that the attendant, scandalized at his super- 
stition, pulled him up ; observing, with great 
warmth, that the person buried in that place 
was no saint, but as great a sinner as himself; 
and that if he were spiritually disposed, there 
was a chapel of the Blessed Virgin, at the dis- 
tance of three yards on the right hand, to which 
he might retire. He thought it was incumbent 
upon him to manifest some extraordinary inspir- 
ation, while he resided on the spot where Rubens 
was bom ; and therefore his whole behaviour 
was an affectation of rapture, expressed in dis- 
tracted exclamations, convulsive starts, and un- 
<:outh gesticulations. In the midst of his frantic 
behaviour, he saw an old Capuchin, with a white 
beard, mount the pulpit, and hold forth to the 
congregation with such violence of emphasis and 
gesture, as captivated his fancy; and bawling 
aloud, "Zounds ! what an excellent Paul preach- 
ing at Athens ! " he pulled a pencil and a small 
memorandum-book from his pocket, and began 
to take a sketch of the orator with great eager- 
ness and agitation, saying, "Egad! friend 
Raphael, we shall see whether you or I have got 
the best knack of trumping up an apostle." 
This appearance of disrespect gave offence to the 
audience, which began to murmur against this 
heretic libertine; when one of the priests belong- 
ing to the choir, in order to prevent any ill con- 
sequence from their displeasure, came and told 
him, in the French language, that such liberties 
were not permitted in their religion, and advised 
him to lay aside his implements, lest the people 
should take umbrage at his design, and be pro- 
voked to punish him as a profane scoffer at their 
worship. 

The painter, seeing himself addressed by a 
friar, who, while he spoke, bowed with great 
complaisance, imagined that he was a begging 
brother, come to supplicate his charity ; and his 
attention being quite engrossed by the design he 
was making, he patted the priest's shaven crown 
with his hand, saying, Oler terns, oter terns ; and 
then resumed his pencil with great earnestness. 
The ecclesiastic, perceiving that the stranger did 
not comprehend his meaning, pulled him by the 
sleeve, and explained himself in the Latin 
tongue: upon which Pallet, provoked at his 
intrusion, cursed him aloud for an impudent, 

beggarly son of a w ; and taking out a 

shilling, flung it upon the ptvement with mani- 
fest signs of indignation. 

Some of the conunon people, enraged to see 
their religion contemned, and their priests in- 
sulted at the very altar, rose from their seats ; 



and, sunrottnding the astonished painter, one of 
the number snatdied his book from his hand, 
and tore it into a thousand pieces. Frightened 
as he was, he could not help crjring, "Fire and 
fagots ! ' all my £fivourite ideas are gone to 
wreck ! '* and was in danger of being very 
roughly handled by the crowd, had not Pere- 
grine stepped in, and assured them that he was 
a poor, unhappy gentleman, who laboured under 
a transport of the brain. Those who understood 
the French language communicated this inform- 
ation to the rest, so that he escaped without any 
other chastisement than that of being obliged to 
retire; and as they could not see the famous 
Descent from the Cross till after the service was 
finished, they were conducted by their domestic 
to the house of a painter, where they found a 
beggar standing for his picture, and the artist 
actually employed in representing a huge louse 
that crawled upon his shoulder. Pallet was 
wonderfully pleased with this circumstance, 
which he said was altc^ther a new thought, 
and an excellent hint, of which he would make 
his advantage : and, in the course of his survey 
of this Fleming's performances, perceiving a 
piece in which two flies were engaged upon the 
carcase of a dog half devoured, he ran to his 
brother brush, and swore he was worthy of being 
a felloW'Citizen of the immortal Rubens. He 
then lamented, with many expressions of grief 
and resentment, that he had lost his common- 
place book, in which he had preserved a thou- 
sand conceptions of the same sort, formed by the 
accidental objects of his senses and imagination; 
and took an opportunity of telling his fellow- 
travellers, that in execution he had equalled, if 
not excelled, the two ancient painters who vied 
with each other in the representation of a curtain 
and a bunch of grapes ; for he had exhibited the 
image of a certain object so like to nature, that 
the bare sight of it set a whole hog-sty in an 
uproar. 

When he had examined and applauded all 
the productions of this minute artist, they re- 
turned to the great church, and were entertained 
with the view of that celebrated master-piece of 
Rubens, in which he has introduced the por- 
traits of himself and his whole family. The 
doors that conceal this capital performance were 
no sooner unfolded, than our enthusiast, debarred 
the use of speech, by a previous covenant with 
his friend Pickle, lifted up his hands and eyes ; 
and, putting himself in the attitude of Hamlet, 
when his father's ghost appears, adored in silent 
ecstasy and awe. He even made a merit of 
necessity ; and when they had withdrawn from 
the place, protested that his whole faculties were 
swallowed up in love and admiration. He now 
professed himself more than ever enamoured 
of the Flemish school, raved in extravagant en- 
comiums, and proposed that the whole company 
should pay homage to the memory of the divine 
Rubens, by repairing forthwith to the house in 
which he lived, and prostrating themselves on 
the floor of his painting-room. 

As there was nothing remarkable in the tene- 
ment, which had been rebuilt mojre than once 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 



129 



since the death of that great man, Per^;rine 
excused himself from complying with the pro- 
posal, on pretence of heing fatigued with the 
circuit they had already performed ; Jolter de- 
clined it for the same reason ; and the question 
being put to the doctor, he refused his company 
with an air of disdain. Pallet, piqued at his 
contemptuous manner, asked, *' if he would not 
go and see the habitation of Pindoor, provided 
he was in the city where that poet lived ? " and 
when the physician observed, that there was an 
infinite difference between the men, ''That I'll 
allow," replied the painter; "for the devil a 
poet ever lived in Greece or Troy, that was 
worthy to clean the pencils of our beloved 
Rubens." The physician could not with any 
degree of temper and forbearance hear this out- 
rageous blasphemy, for which, he said, Pallet's 
eyes ought to be picked out by owls ; and the 
dispute arose, as usual, to such scurrilities of 
language and indecency of behaviour, that pas- 
sengers began to take notice of their animosity, 
and Per^;rine was obliged to interpose for his 
own credit. 



CHAPTER LXIII. 

Peregrine artfully foments a Quarrel between Pallet and 
the Physician, who fight a Duel on the Ramparts. 

The painter betook himself to the house of the 
Flemish Raphael, and the rest of the company 
went back to their lodgings; where the young 
gentleman, taking the advantage of being alone 
with the physician, recapitulated ail the affronts 
he had sustained from the painter's petulance, 
aggravating every circumstance of the disgrace, 
and advising him, in the capacity of a friend, to 
take care of his honour, which could not foil to 
suffer in the opinion of the world, if he allowed 
himself to be insulted with impunity by one so 
much his inferior in every d^jee of consideration. 

The physician assured him, that Pallet had 
hitherto escaped chastisement, by being deemed 
an object unworthy his resentment, and in con- 
sideration of the wretch's family, for which his 
compassion was interested; but that repeated 
injuries would inflame the most benevolent dis- 
position : and although he could find no prece- 
dent of duelling among the Greeks and Romans, 
whom he considered as the patterns of demean- 
our, Pallet should no longer avail himself of his 
veneration for the ancients, but be punished for 
ihe very next offence he should commit. 

Having thus spirited up the doctor to a reso- 
lution from which he could not decendy swerve, 
our adventurer acted the incendiary with the 
other party also ; giving him to understand, that 
the physician treated his character with such 
contempt, and behaved to him with such inso- 
lence, as no gentleman ought to bear : that, for 
his own part, he was everv day put out of 
countenance by their mutual animosity, which 
appeared in nothing but vulear expressions, 
more becoming shoe-boys and . oyster-women 
than men of honour and educadon ; and there- 
fore he should be obliged, contrary to his ioclina- 



tion, to break off all correspondence with them 
both, if they would not fall upon some method 
to retrieve the dignity of their characters. 

These representations would have had little 
effect upon the timidity of the painter, who was 
likewise too much of a Grecian to approve of 
single combat in any other way than that of 
boxing, an exercise in which he was well skilled, 
had not they been accompanied with an insinua- 
tion, that his antagonist was no Hector, and that 
he might humble him into any concession, with- 
out running the least personal risk. Animated 
by this assurance, our second Rubens set the 
trumpet of defiance to his mouth, swore he 
valued not his life a rush when his honour was 
concerned, and entreated Mr. Pickle to be the 
bearer of a challenge, which he would instantly 
commit to writing. 

The mischievous fomenter highly applauded 
this manifestation of courage, by which he was at 
liberty to cultivate his friendship and society, but 
declined the office of carrying the billet, that his 
tenderness of Pallet's reputation might not be 
misinterpreted into an officious desire of pro- 
moting quarrels. At the same time he recom- 
mended Tom Pipes, not only as a very proper 
messenger on this occasion, but also as a trusty 
second in the field. The magnanimous painter 
took his advice ; and retiring to his chamber, 
peimed a challenge in these terms : — 

** Sir,— When I am heartily provoked. I fear not the 

devil himself; much less 1 will not call you a pedantic 

coxcomb, nor an unmannerly fellow, because these are the 
hippethets of the wulgar; but, remember, such as you 
are, I nyther love you nor fear you : but. on the contrary, 
expect satisfaction for your audacious benaviour to me on 
divers occasions ; and will, this eveninsr, in the twilight, 
meet you on the ramparts with sword and pistol, where the 
Lord nave mercy on the soul of one of us ; for your body 
shall find no favour with your incensed defier till death. 

"Layman Pallet/' 

This resolute defiance, after having been sub- 
mitted to the perusal, and honoured with the 
approbation of our youth, was committed to the , 
charge of Pipes, who, according to his orders, 
delivered it m the iJtemoon, and brought for 
answer, that the physician would attend him at 
the appointed time and place. The challenger 
was evidendy discomposed at the unexpected 
news of this acceptance, and ran about the house 
in great disorder in quest of Peregrine^ to beg 
his further' advice and assistance; but under- 
standing that the youth was engaged in private 
with his adversary, he began to suspect some 
collusion, and cursed himself for his folly and pre- 
cipitation. He even entertained some thoughts 
01 retracting his invitation, and submitting to the 
triumph of his antagonist : but before he would 
stoop to this opprobrious condescension, he re- 
solved to try another expedient, which might be 
the means of saving both his character and person. 
In this hope he visited Mr. Jolter, and very 
gravely desired he would be so good as to under- 
take the office of his second, in a duel which he 
was to fight that evening with the physician. 

The governor, instead of answenng his expect- 
ation, in expressing fear and concern, and break- 
ing forth iiUQ exclamations of '' Good God ! 
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gentletnen, what d*ye mean ? you shall not mur- 
der one another while it is in rtiy power to preyent 
your purpose : I will go directly to the governor 
of the place, who shall interpose his authority ;" — 
i say, mstead of these and other friendly menaces 
of prevention, Jolter heard the proposal With the 
most phlegmatic tranquillity, and excused himself 
from accepting the honour he intended for him, 
on account of his character and situation, which 
would not permit him to be concerned in any 
such rencounters. Indeed, this mortiiying recep- 
tion was owing to a previous hittt from Peregrine, 
who, dreading some sort of interruption from his 
governor, had made him acquainted with his 
design, and assured him that the affair should 
not be brought to any dangerous issue. 

Thus disappointed, the (fejected challenger was 
overwhelmed with perplexity and dismay ; and, 
in the terrors of death or mutilation, resolved to 
deprecate the wrath of his enemy, and conform 
to any submission he should propose 5 when he 
was accidentally encountered by our adventurer, 
who, with demonstrations of in^nite satisfaction, : 
told him in confidence, that his billet had thrown 
the doctor into an agony of -consternation \ that 
his acceptance of his challenge was a mere effort 
of despair, calculated to confound the "ferocity of 
the sender, and dispose him to listen to terms of 
accommodation ; that he had imparted the letter 
to him with fear and trembling, on pretence of 
engaging him as a second, but ui reality with a 
view of obtaining his good offices in promoting a 
reconciliation; **but perceiving the situation of 
his mind," added our nero, "I thought it would 
1)6 more for your honour to baffle his expecta- 
tion, and therefore I readily undertook the task \ 
of attending him to the field, in full assurance : 
that he will there humble himself before you, 
even to prostration. In this security, you may 
go and prepare your arms, and bespeak the 
assistance of Pipes, who will squire you in the 
iield, while I keep myself up, that our corre- 
spondence may not besuspected by the physician." 
Pallet's spirits, that were sunk to deject ion, rose at 
this encouragement to all the insolence of tri- 
umph ; he again declaring his cont-empt of danger, 
and his pistols being loaded and accommodated 
with new flints, by iiis tnisty armour-bearer, he 
waited without flinching for the hour of battle. 

On the first approach of twilight, somebody 
knocked at his door, and Pipes having opened it 
at his desire, he heard the voice of his antagonist 
pronounce, **TeIl Mr. Pallet that I am going to 
the place of appointment.** The painter was not 
a little surprised at this anticipation,- which so 
ill agreed with the information he had received 
from Pickle ; and, his- concern "beginaing to recur, 
he fortified himself with a large bumper of brandy, 
which, however, did not overcome the anxiety of' 
his thoughts. Nevertheless, he set out on Ihe 
expedition with his second, betwixt whom and 
himself the following dialogue passed, in their 
"way to the ramparts : — 

**Mr. Pipes,** said the painter, with disordered ^ 
accent, ■•'■methinks the doctor was in a pestilent 
hurry with that message of his.'* — **Ey, ey,^* 
answered Tom, **I do •suppose he longs to be] 



foul of you.**"-" What!** replied the other, 
"d*ye think he thirsts after my blood?**— '* To 
be sure he does,'* said Pipes, thrusting a kuge 
quid of tobacco in his chedc, with great deliber- 
ation. << If that be the case," cried Pallet, be- 
gitming to shake, "he is no better than a canni- 
bal, and no Christian ought to fight him on equal 
footing." Tom, observing his emotion, eyed him 
with a frown of indignation, saying, " You an't 
afraid, are you?** — "God forbid!" replied the 
chsdlenger. Stammering with fear ; ' ' what should 
I be sifiaid of? The worst he can do is to take 
my life, and then he*ll be answerable both to 
God and man for the murder : don*t you think 
he will ? ** — " I think no such matter,'* answered 
the second : " if so be as how he puts a brace of 
bullets through your bows, and kills 3^u fairly, 
it is no more mm'der than if I were to bring down 
a noddy from the main top-sail yard." 

By this time Pallet's teeth chattered with such 
violence, that he could scarce pronounce this 
reply : " Mr. Thomas, you seem to make very 
light of a man's life ; but I trust in the Almighty 
I shall not be so easily brought down. Sure 
many a man has fought a<duel without losing his 
life. Do you imagine that I run such a hazard 
of falling by the hand of my adversary ? ** — * * You 
may, or may not,** said the unconcerned Pipes, 
**just as it happens. What then? death is a 
debt that every man owes, according to the song ; 
and, if you set foot to foot, I think one of you 
must go to pot.*' — "Foot to foot ! " exclaimed 
the terrified painter : * 'that's downright butchery ; 
and I'll be d— — before I fight any man on earth 
in such a barbarous way. What 1 tl*ye take 
me to be a savage beast ? " This» declaration he 
made while they ascended the ramparts. * 

His attendant, perceivong the physician and 
his second at the distance of a hiukdied paces 
before than, gave him notioe of their fl|]|>earance, 
and advised him to make ready, and bdiiave like 
a man. Pallet in vain endeavoured -to conceal 
his panic, which discovered itself iii a universal 
trepidation of body, and the lamentable tone in 
which he answered this exhortation of Pipes, 
saying, 'I do behave like a man ; but you 
would have me act the part of a brute. Are 
they coming this way ? *' When Tom told him 
that they haid faced about, and admonished him 
to advance, the nerves of his arm refused their 
office, he couM not hold out his pistol, and in- 
stead of going forward, retreated with aa insensi- 
bility of motion ; till Pipes, placisg «himself in 
the rear, set his own back to that of his principal, 
and swore he should not budge aa in^ farther 
in that direction. 

While the valet thus tutored the peitifter, his 
master enjoyed the tenors of the physiciaxi, 
which were mote ridiculous than these of Pallet, 
because he wasmore intent uponidisguisiog them. 
His declaration to Pidde in the moming would 
not suf&r him to start any objections iwhen he 
received the challenge ; tmd findii^ that the 
young gentleman -mule no offer of mediating 
the affair, but radier congratulated him on the 
occasion, when he communicated the painter^s 
billet, all his effiatxis conasted in oblique hints 
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and general reflections upon, tlite absurdity of 
duelling^, which Was first mtrodteecl among 
civilized nations by Wie baHMrbus Hi£m ahd 
Longobards. He likewise pretended to ridicule 
the use of fire^krtt^, wlneti "tddfoiittded all the 
distinctions of skill and iaddl'ess, knd depri^^ a 
combatant of the opportunity Of 6i|fn^i^njg his 
personal pro¥f«ss. 

Pickle assented to t!be justta^ss of his observ- 
ations; but at the same time represented the 
necessity of complying with the customs of the 
world, ridiculous as ^hey werfe, on which a man's 
honour and reputation depend : so that, seeing 
no hopes of profiting by that artifice, the re- 
publican's agitation became more and more 
remarkable; and he proposed, in plain terms, 
that they should contend in armour, like the 
combatants of ancient days ; for tt was but 
reasonable that they should practise the manner 
of fighting, since they adopted the disposition, of 
those iron times. 

Nothing could have afibrded tnor^ diversion 
to our hero than the sight of two such dueillists 
cased in iron ; and he wished that he had pro- 
moted the quarrel in Brussels, where he could 
have hired the armour of Charles the Fifth, and 
the valiant duke of Parma, for their accommoda- 
tion ; but as there was no possibility of fiimishing 
them cap-a-pie at Antwerp, he persuaded him 
to conform to the modem use of the sword, and 
meet the painter on his own terms ; and, suspect- 
ing that his fear would supply him with other 
excuses for declining the combat, he comforted 
him with some distant insinuations to the pre- 
judice of his adversary's eourege, which would 
in all probability evaporate before any mischief 
could happen. 

Notwithstanding this encouragement, he could 
not suppress the reluctance with which he went 
to the field, and cast many a wishful look over. 
his left shoulder, to see whether or not his 
adversary was at his heels. When, by the advice 
of his second, he took possession of the ground, 
and turned about with his face to the enemy, it 
was not so dark but that Peregrine could perceive 
the unusual paleness of his countenance, and the 
sweat standing in large drops upon his forehead : 
nay, there was a manifest disorder in his speech, 
when he regretted his want ©f the/i/Ia and/drrw«, 
with which he would have made a rattling noise, 
to astonish his foe, in springing forward, and 
singing the hymn to battle, in the manner of the 
ancients. 

In the mean time, observing the 'hesitation of 
his antagdnist, who, fer from advancing, seemed 
to recoil, and even ^struggle with his second, he 
guessed the situallon of the painter's thoughts ; 
wd, collecting all the manhood that he'possessed, 
seized the opportunity of profiting Imt his enemy's 
consternation. Striking his sw6ra and pistol 
together, he advanced in a «ort of trot, raising 
a loud howl, in which he repeated, in lieu Si 
the Spartan song, part of the strophe from one 
of Pindai:*« Pythia, beginning with tk th^on- gar 
nachanai ^atai Bf^Uau autais, &c. Tlua imita- 



tion of the Greeks had all the desired effect upon 
the painter, who, s^ing the j^ysician miming 
towards him like a fury, with a pistol in his right 
hand which was extended, and hearing the dread- 
ful yell he tittered, and the outlandish words he 
pronounced, was Seized with a universal palsy 
of his limbs. He would have dropped down 
upon the ground, had not Pipes supported and 
encouraged him to stand upon his defence. The 
doctor, contraiy to his expectation, finding that 
he had not flinched from the spot, though he 
had now performed one half of his career, put 
in practice his last effort, by firing his pistol, the 
noise of which no sooner reached the ears of the 
affrighted painter, than he recommended his sonl 
to God, and roared for mercy with great vocifeiw 
ation. 

The repubfican, overjoyed at this exclamation, 
commanded him to yield, and surrender his arms, 
on pain of immediate death ; upon which he 
threw away his pistols and sword, in spite of all 
the admonitions and even threats of his second,, 
who left him to his fate, and went up to his 
master, stopping his nose Mrith signs of loathing 
and abhorrence. 

The victor, having won the spoKa opima^ 
granted him his life, on condition that he would 
on his knees supplicate his pardon, acknowledge 
himself inferior to his conqueror in every virtue 
and qualification, and promise for the fiiture to 
merit his favour by submission and respect 
These insolent terms were readily embraced by 
the unfortunate challenger, who feirly owned 
that he was not at all calculated for the purposes 
of war, and that henceforth he would contend 
with no weapon but his pencil. He b^ged with 
great humility, that Mr. Pickle would not think 
the worse of his morals for this defect of courage, 
which was a natural infirmity inherited from his 
father ; and suspend his opinion of his talents, 
until he should have an opportunity of con- 
templating the charms of his Cleopatra, which 
would be finished in less than three months. 

Our hero observed, with an affected air of dis- 
pleasure, that no man could be justly condemned 
for being subject to the impressions of fear, and 
therefore his cowardice might ea^ly be forgiven r 
but there was something so presumptuous, dis- 
honest, and disingenuous in arrogating a quality 
to which he knew he had not the smallest pre- 
tension, that hecottld not foiget his misbehaviour 
all at once, though he would .condescend to 
communicate with him as formerly, in hopes df 
seeing a reformation in bis conduct. Pallet pro- 
tested, that there was no dissimulation in the 
case-; for he was ignorant of hiS'Own weakness, 
until his resolution was put to the trial : tie 
faithfully promised to demean himself, 'daring 
the remaining part -of the tour, with Jthat con- 
^ions modesty and penitence whidi becasne^ 
person in his col^dition ; and, for the present, 
•implored the asastance of Mr. Pipes, in disem- 
barrassing him from the disagreeable comsqaqnoe 
-of his (ear. 
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CHAPTER LXIV. 

The Doctor exults in his Victorjr— They set out for 
Rotterdam, where they are entertained by two Dutch 
Centlemen in a Yacht, which is overturned in the 
Maese, to the manifest Hazard of the Painter's Life 
— ^They spend the Evening with their Entertainers, 
and next day vbit a Cabinet of Curiosities. 

Tom was accordingly ordered to minister to his 
occasions ; and the conqueror, elated with his 
success, which he in a great measure attributed to 
his manner of attack, and the hymn which he 
howled, told Peregrine, that he was now con- 
vinced of the truth of what Pindar sang in these 
words, ossa de me pephileke Zeus, atuzontai boan 
Pieridon aionta; for he had no sooner begun to 
repeat the mellifluent strains of that divine poet, 
than the wretch his antagonist was confounded, 
and his nerves unstrung. 

On their return to the inn, he expatiated on 
the prudence and tranquillity of his own behavi- 
our, and ascribed the consternation of Pallet to 
the remembrance of some crime that lay heavy 
upon his conscience ; for, in his opinion, a man 
of virtue and common sense could not possibly 
be afraid of death, which is not only the peaceful 
harbour that receives him shattered on the tem- 
pestuous sea of life, but also the eternal seal of 
nis fame and glory, which it is no longer in his 
power to forfeit and forego. He lamented his 
fate, in being doomed to live in such degenerate 
days, when war is become a mercenary trade, 
and ardently wished that the day would come 
when he should have such an opportunity of 
signalizing his courage in the cause of liberty as 
that of Marathon, where a handful of Athenians, 
fighting for their freedom, defeated the whole 
strength of the Persian empire. ** Would to 
Heaven ! " said he, " my muse were blessed 
with an occasion to emulate that glorious testi- 
mony on the trophy in Cyprus, erected by Cimon, 
for two great victories gained on the same day 
over the Persians by sea and land ; in which it 
is very remarkable that the greatness of the 
occasion has raised the manner of expression 
above the usual simplicity and modesty of all 
other ancient inscriptions." He then repeated 
it with all the pomp of declamation, and si^ifled 
his hope that the French would one day mvade* 
us with such an army as that which Xerxes led 
into Greece, that it might be in his power to 
devote himself, like Leonidas, to the freedom of 
his country. 

i This memorable combat being thus determined, 
and everything that was remarkable in Antwerp 
surveyed, they sent their baggage down the 
Scheldt to Rotterdam, and set out for the same 
place in a post- waggon, which that same evening 
brought them in ss^iety to the banks of the Maese. 
They pu£ up at an English house of entertainment, 
remarkable for the modesty Shd moderation of 
the landlord ; and next morning the doctor went 
in person to deliver letters of recommendation to 
two Dutch gentlemen, from one of his acquaint- 
ance at Paris. Neither of them happened to be 
at home when he called ; so that he left a mes- 
sage at their lodgings, with his address ; and in 



the afternoon they waited upon the company, 
and, after many hospitable professions, one of 
the two invited them to spend the evenixig at his 
house. ^ 1 

Meanwhile they had provided a pleasure- 
yacht, in which they proposed to treat them with 
an excursion upon the Maese. This being al« 
most the only diversion that place affords, ouf 
young gentleman relished the proposal; and, 
notwithstanding the remonstrance of Mr. Jolter, 
who declined the voyage on account of the 
roughness of the weather, they went on board 
without hesitation, and found a collation pre- 
pared in the cabin. While they tacked to and 
fro in the river, under the impulse of a mackerel 
breeze, the physician expressed his satisfaction, 
and Pallet was ravished with the entertainment ; 
but the wind increasing, to the unspeakable joy 
of the Dutchmen, who had now an opportuni^ 
of showing their dexterity in the management of 
the vessel, the guests found it inconvenient to 
stand upon deck, and impossible to sit below, 
on account of the clouds of tobacco-smoke, which 
rolled from the pipes of their entertainers in such 
volumes as annoyed them even to the hazard of 
suffocation. This fumigation, together with the 
extraordinary motion of the ship, began to affect 
the head and stomach of the pamter, who begged 
earnestly to be set on shore ; but the Dutch 
gentlemen, who had no idea of hb sufferings, 
insisted, with surprising obstinacy of regard, 
upon his staying until .he should see an instance 
of the skill of their mariners, and, bringing him 
on deck, commanded the men to carry the 
vessel's lee gunwale under water. This nicety 
of navigation they instantly performed, to the 
admiration of Pickle, the discomposure of the 
doctor, and terror of Pallet, who blessed himself 
from the courtesy of a Dutchman, and prayed to 
Heaven for his deliverance. r 

While the Hollanders enjoyed the reputation 
of this feat and the distress of the painter at the 
same time, the yacht was overtaken by a sudden 
squall, that overset her in a moment, and flung 
every man overboard into the Maese, before they 
could have the least warning of their fate, much 
less time to provide against the accident. Pere- 
grine, who was an expert swimmer, reached the 
shore in safety ; the physician, in the agonies of 
despair, laid fast hold on the trunk-breeches of 
one of the men, who dragged him to the other 
side ; the entertainers landed at the bomb-keys, 
smoking their pipes all the way with great deliber- 
ation ; and the poor painter must have gone to 
the bottom, had he not been encountered by the 
cable of a ship, that lay at anchor near the scene 
of their disaster. Tliough his senses had forsaken 
him, his hands fastened by instinct on this pro- 
vidential occurrence, which he held with such a 
convulsive grasp, that when a boat was sent out 
to bring him on shore, it was witJi the utmost 
difficulty that his fingers were disengaged. He 
was carried into a house, deprived of the use of 
speech, and bereft of all sensation ; and, being 
suspended by the heels, a vast quantity of water 
ran out of his mouth. This evacuation being 
made, he began to utter dreadful groans, which 
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yradually increased to a continued roar; and 
feer he had regained the use of his senses, he 
underwent a delirium that lasted several hours. 
As for the treaters, they never dreamed of 
expressing the least concern to Pickle or the 
physician for what had happened, because it 
was an accident so common as to pass without 
notice. 

Leaving the care of the vessel to the seamen, 
the company retired to their respective lodgings, 
in order to shift their clothes ; and in the evening 
our travellers were conducted to the house of 
their new friend, who, with a view of making 
his invitation the more agreeable, had assembled 
to the number of twenty or thirty Englishmen, 
of all ranks and degrees, from the merchant to 
the periwig-maker's apprentice. 

In the midst of tnis congregation stood a 
chafing-dish with live coals, for the convenience 
of lighting their pipes, and every individual was 
accommodated with a spitting-box. There was 
not a mouth in the apartment unfurnished with 
a tube ; so that they resembled a convocation of 
chimeras breathing fire and smoke; and our 
gentlemen were fain to imitate their example in 
their own defence. It is not to be supposed that 
the conversation was either very sprightly or 
polite: the whole entertainment was of the 
Dutch cast — ^frowzy and phlegmatic ; and our 
adventurer, as he retumea to his lodging, tor- 
tured with the headache, and disgusted with 
every circumstance of his treatment, cursed the 
hoar in which the doctor had saddled them with 
such troublesome companions. 

Next morning, by eight o'clock, these polite 
Hollanders returned the visit, and after breakfast 
attended their English friends to the house of a 
person that possessed a very curious cabinet of 
curiosities, to which they had secured our com- 
pany's admission. The owner of this collection 
was a cheesemonger, who received them in a 
woollen night*cap, with straps buttoned under 
his chin. As he understood no language but his 
o\ni, he told them, by the canal of one of their 
conductors, that he did not make a practice of 
showing his curiosities ; but understanding that 
they were Englishmen, and recommended to his 
friends, he was content to submit them to their 
perusal. So saying, he led them up a dark stair 
into a small room, decorated with a few paltry 
figures in plaster of Paris, two or three miserable 
landscapes, the skin of an otter, seal, and some 
fishes stuffed : and in one comer stood a glass 
case, furnished with newts, frogs, lizards, and 
serpents, preserved in spirits ; a human foetus, a 
calf with two heads, and about two dozen of 
butterflies pinned upon paper. 

The virtuoso, having exhibited these particu- 
lars, eyed the strangers with a look soliciting 
admiration and applause ; and as he could not 
perceive any symptom of either in their gestures 
or countenances, withdrew a curtain, and dis- 
played a wainscot chest of drawers, in which, he 
gave them to understand, was something that 
would agreeably amuse the imagination. Our 



travellers, regaled with this notice, imagined 
that they would be entertained with the sight of 
some curious medals, or other productions of 
antiquity; but how were they disappointed, when 
they saw nothing but a variety of shells, disposed 
in whimsical figures, in each drawer ! After he 
had detained them full two hours with a tedious 
commentary upon the shape, size, and colour of 
each department, he, with a supercilious simper, 
desired that the English gentlemen would frankly 
and candidly declare whether his cabinet or that 
of Mvnheer Sloane, at London, was the most 
valuable. When this request was signified in 
English to the company, the painter instantly 
exclaimed, " By the Lard I they are not to be- 
named of a day; and, as for that matter, I 
would not give one comer of Saltero*s coffee- 
house, at Chelsea, for all the trash he hath 
shown.*' Peregrine, unwilling to mortify any 

gerson who had done his endeavour to please 
im, observed that what he had seen was very^ 
curious and entertaining; but that no private 
collection in Europe was equal to that of Sir 
Hans Sloane, which, exclusive of presents, had 
cost a hundred thousand pounds. The two con- 
ductors were cofifounded at this asseveration, 
which being communicated to the cheesemonger, 
he shook his head with a significant grin ; and, 
though he did not choose to express his incre- 
dulity in words, gave our hero to^understand that 
he did not much depend upon his veracity. ^ 

From the house of this Dutch naturalist they 
were dragged all round the city, by the painful 
civility of their attendants, who did not quit 
them till the evening was well advanced, and 
then not till after they had promised to be with 
them before ten o'clock next day, in order to 
conduct them to a country house, situated in ft 
pleasant village on the other side of the river. 

Pickle was already so much fatigued with their 
hospitality, that, for the first time of his life, he 
suffered a dejection of spirits, and resolved, at 
any rate, to avoid the threatened persecution of 
to-morrow. With this view, he ordered his ser- 
vants to pack up some clothes and linen in a 
portmanteau; and, in the morning, embarked,, 
with his govemor, in the treckskuyt, for the 
Hague, whither he pretended to be called by 
some urgent occasion, leaving his fellow-travel- 
lers to make his apology to their friends, and 
assuring them, that he would not proceed for 
Amsterdam without their society. He arrived at 
the Hague in the forenoon, and dined at an 
ordinary frequented by officers and people of 
fashion ; where being informed that the princess 
would see company in the evening, he dressed 
himself iii a rich suit of the Parisian cut, and 
went to court without any introduction. A per- 
son of his appearance could not fail to attract the 
notice of such a small circle. The prince hinr- 
self, understanding he was an Englishman and 
a stranger, went up to him without ceremony, 
and, having welcomed him to the place, con- 
versed with him for some minutes on tne common, 
topics of discourse. 
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CHAPTER LXV. ' 

They proceed to die Hague, from wl^^nce thf y 4<^part % 
Amsterdam, where they see a piitcK Tragedy— Visit 
the Music-house, in which Peregrine quarrels ypXa 
the Captain of a Man-of-war— 'iliey pass through 
Haerlem, in their yay to Leyden — Return to Rotter-: 
^m, where the Company separates ; and our Hero, 
with his Attendants, arrive in safety at Harwich. 

Beinq joined by their feliow-trayellers in the 
q^oming, they made a tour to all the remarkable 
places in this celebrated village i saw the 
foundry, the Stadthouse, the Spinhuys, Vaux- 
^11, and Coimt Bentinck's gardens ; and in the 
evening went to the French comedy, which was 
directed by a noted harlequin, who had found 
means to flatter the Dutch taste so effectually, 
that they extolled him as the greatest actor that 
«ver appeared in the province of Holland. This 
famous company did not represent regidar the- 
atrical pieces, but only a sort of impromptus, m 
which this noted player always performed the 
greatest part of the entertainment. Among other 
s^li^s of wit that escaped him, there was one 
ciircumstance so I'emarkably adapted to the dis^ 
position and genius of his audience, that it were 
a pity to pass it over in silence. A windmill 
b^ng exhibited on the sjcene, harlequin, after 
having surveyed it with curiosity and admira- 
tion, a^ks one of the millers the use of that 
machine; and, being told that it ;ivas a wind- 
q»il|, observes, with spme concern, that as there 
y^9^ not the least breath of wind, he could not 
have the pleasure of seeing it turn round. Urged 
by this consideration, he puts himself into the 
attitude of a person wrapped in profound medi- 
tation ; ai)d, having continued a few seconds in 
this, posture, runs to the miller with great eager- 
ness ai)d joy, and telling him that he has found 
411 expedient to make his mill work, very fairly 
^bjdttons his breeches ; then, presenting hi3 
posteriors to the sails of the machine, certain 
explosions are immediatfsly heard, and the arms 
of the mill begin to turn round, to the infinite 
satisfaction of the spectators, who approve the 
joke with loud peals of applause. 

Our travellers stayed a few days at the Hague, 
during which, the young gentleman waited on 
the British ambassador, to whom he was recom- 
mended by his excellency at Paris, and lost about 
thirty guineas at billiards to a French adventurer, 
whp d/3cqyed him into the snare by keeping up his 
g^n^eu Then they depi^rted in a post-waggon for 
Amsterdam, being provided with letters of in- 
troduction to an English merchant residing in 
Ih^t city, under whose auspice they visited every- 
thing worth seeing, and among other excursions, 
went to see a Dutch tragedy acted ; an enter- 
t^nmant which, of all others, had the stra^ge$t 
.e^ct upon the organs of our heso : the dress of 
th(3iir chief personages was so antique, their 
]QgnaeFSo ^.wkwardly absurd, and their, lapguage 
^ ridiculously un^t for conveying the sentiments 
'9i ioY(» a^d honour* that Peregrine's neryes were 
diuretically affected with the compl|oajted ab- 
surdity, and he was compelled to withdraw 
twenty times before the catastrophe of the piece. 



The subject of this performance was the 
fajijnous story of ^cipio's continence and virtue, in 
restoring the fair captive to her lover. The 
; youiLg Koman hero was represented by a brcad- 
CEMceclBat^vian, in a burgomaster's gown and fur 
cap. silting smoking. I^is pi^e at z, table furnished 
with a can of beer, a drinkmg-glass, and a plate 
of tobacco : the lady was suck a person as Scipio 
nugh^ very- well' he supposed to giveaway, with- 
out ajiy great effort of generosity ; and indeed, 
the Celtiberkn prince seemed to be of that 
opinion \ for, u^on receiving her from the hand 
of the yictor, he ^covered none of those trans- 
port^ of gratitude and joy which Livy describes 
m recounting this event. The putch Scipio, 
however, was complaisant enough in his way \ 
for he desired her to sit at his right hand, by the 
appellation of Ya fr<pv ; and, with his own 
fingers, filling a cleari pipe, presented it to Myn- 
heer Allucio, the lover. The rest of the economy 
of the piece was in the same taste, which was so 
agreeable to the audience, that they seemed to 
have sh^en off their natural phjeg^op, in prder to 
applaud the performance. 

From the play pur company adjourned to the 
house of their friend, where they spent the even- 
ing ; and the conversation turning upon poetry, a 
Dutchman who was present, and understood the 
English language, having listened very attentively 
to the discoursie, lifted up with both hands the 
greatest part of a Cheshire cheese that lay upon 
the table, sayirjg, ** I do know vat is boetre. 
Mine brotre be a great boet, and have vrought a 
book as dick as all dat." Pickle, diverted with 
this ^lethod of estimating an author according to 
the quantity of his \yorks, inquired about the 
subjects of this bard's writings ; but of these his 
brother could give no account, or other informa- 
tion, but that there was little market for the 
commodity, which hung heavy upon his hands, 
and induced him to wish he had applied himself 
to another trade* 

The only remarkable scene in Amsterdam 
which our company had not ^een, was the 
Spuyl, or music-houses^ which, hy the con- 
nivance of the magistrates, are' maintained for 
the recreation of those who might attempt the 
chastity of creditable women, if they were not 
provided with such conveniences. To one of 
these night-houses did our travellers repair, under 
the conduct of tl^e English iperchant, and were 
introduced into such another place as the ever* 
memorable coffee-house of Moll King ; with this 
difference, that the company here was not so 
riotous as the Bucks of Covent Garden, but 
formed themselves into a circle, within which 
some of the number danced to the music of a 
scurvy organ and a few other instruments, that 
uttered tunes very suitable to the disposition of 
the hearers, while the whoje _^partment was 
shroud^ with clpuds of smoke impei-vious to 
the view. When pjiy gentlenjen entered, the 
floor w^s pccupied b^ two' ^e)nale$ and their 
gallants, who, in the performance of tKeir exer- 
cise, lifted their Ieg'$ Ii)cc $p niany o^en at plough ; 
and the pipe of one of those hoppers happening 
to be exhausted in the midst of his sarabajid, he 
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very deliberately drew fortii lila tobaoco^boii, 
filling and lightmg it again, without any intert 
ruption to the dance. 

Peregrine, being unchecked by the presence 
of his governor, who was too tender of his own 
reputation to attend them in thi^ expedition, 
made up to a q>rigfatly French girl that sat in 
seeming expectation of a customer, and prevail- 
ing upon her to be his partner, led her into the 
circle, and, in his turn, took the opportunity of 
dancing a minuet, to the admiration of alt pre- 
sent. He intended to have exhibited another 
specimen of his ability in this art, when a cap* 
tain of a Dutch man-of«wav chancing to eome 
in, and seeing a stranger engaged with a lady, 
whom, it seems, he had bespoken for his bed« 
fellow, he advanced without any eevemony, and, 
seizing her by the arm, pulled her to the other 
side of the room. Our adventurer, who was 
not a man to put up with such a brutal affiront, 
followed the ravidier with indi|[nmtiQn in his 
eyes ; and, pushing him on one side, retook the 
subject of tneir contest, and led her back to the 
place from whence she had bten dragge4. The 
Dutchman, enraged at the youth's presunjption, 
obeyed the first dictates of his choler, and lent 
his rival a heartv box on the ear, which was im- 
mediately repaid with interest, before our hero 
could recollect himself sufficiently to lay his 
hand upon his swoid, and beckon the aggressor 
to the door. 

Notwithstanding the confiision i)nd disorder 
which this af&ir produced in the room, and the 
endeavours of Pickle's company, who interposed 
in order to prevent bloodsned, the antagonists 
reached the street ; and Peregrine drawing) was 
surprised to see the captain advance against him 
with a long knife^ which he preferred to the 
sword that hung by his side. The youth, con- 
founded at this preposterous behaviour, desired 
him, m the French tongue, to lav aside that 
vulgar implement, and approach like a gantle- 
-man : but the Hollander, who neither understood 
the proposal, nor would have complied with his 
demand had he been made acquainted with his 
meaning, rushed forward like a desperado, before 
his adversary could put himself on his guard ; 
and if the young gentleman had not been endued 
with surprising agility, his nose would have fallen 
a sacrifice to the fury of the assailant. Finding 
himself in such imminent jeopardy, he leaped to 
one side ; and, the Dutchman passing hun, in 
the force of his career, he with one nimble kick 
made such application to Ya^ enemy's heels, that 
he flew like lightning into the canal, where he 
had almost perished by pitching upon one of the 
posts with which it was faced. 

Peregrine, having performed this exploit, did 
not stay for the captain's coming on diore, but 
retreated with all despatdi, by the advice of his 
conductor; and next day embarked, with his 
companions, in the Skuyt, fior Haedeni) where 
they dined ; and in the evaening arrived at the 
wcient city of Leyden, when tii^ met vrith some 
Saglish students^ who treated them with great 
hospitality. Not but that tiie i^annony of the 
<^Q^%rsatioa was that fame nighl intenrupted by 



a diq>ute that arose between one of those youne 
gentlemen and the physician, about the cold and 
hot methods of picscription in the gout and rheu- 
matism; and proceeded to such a degree of 
mutual reviling, that Pickle, ashamed and in- 
censed at his fellow-traveller's want of urbanity, 
espoused the other's cause, and openly rebuked 
him for his unmannerly petulance, which, he said, 
rendered him unfit for the purposes, and unworthy 
of the benefit of society. This unexpected declar«- 
ation piverwhelmed the doctor with amasement 
and confusion x he was instantaneously deprived 
oi his speech, aiKl, during the remaining part of 
the/af;^, sat in silent mortification. In all pror 
bability he deliberated with himself whether or 
not he should expostulate with the young gentler 
man on the freedom he had taken with his 
character in a company of strangers ; but as he 
knew he had not a Pallet to deal with, he very 
prudently suppressed that suggestion, and in 
secret chewed the cud of resentment 

After thev had visited the physic-garden, the 
university, the anatomical hall, and every other 
thing that was recommended to their view, they 
returned to Rotterdam, and held a consultation 
upon the method of tnmsporting themselves to 
England. The doctor, whose grudge against 
Peregrine was rather inflamed than allayed by 
our hero's indifference and neglect, had tampered 
with the simplicity of the painter, who was proud 
of his advances towards a perfect reconciliation ; 
and now took the opportunity of parting with 
our adventurer, by declaring that he and his 
friend Mr. Piallet were resolved to take their 
passage in a trading sloop, after he had heard 
Peregrine object against that tedious, disagree- 
able, and uncertain method of conveyance^ 
Pickle immediately saw his intention ; and, 
without using the least argument to dissuade 
them from their design, or expressing the small- 
est degree of concern at their sepahition, very 
coolly wished them a prosperous voyage, and 
ordered his baggage to be sent to Helvoetsluys. 
There he himsdi and his retinue went on board 
of the packet next day, and, by the favour of a 
fair wind, in eighteen hours arrived ^t Harwich- 



CHAPTER LXVI. 

Peregrine deliven his Letters of RecDiDinendation »t 
£on4on, and rotums to the Garrison, to the xinspeak 
able Joy 9f the (^ommodore and his whole Family. 

Nqw that our hero found himself on English 
ground, his heart dilated with the proud recol- 
lection of his own improvement since he left his 
native soil. He began tp recognize the interest- 
ing ideas of hi« tender years : he enjoyed, by 
anticipatioii, the pleasure of seeing \\% friends in 
the ganisop, after $ai absence of eighteen months ; 
and the im«g^ ^ h^ chamiing Ei^^ily, which 
other less worthy iponsi^en^tions had depressed, 
resumed the Im possession of his breast. He 
lememberedf with shvne, tha^ he h^d neglected 
the correspondence with her brother, which he 
himself had solicited, wid in consequence of 
which he hi4 roc^yei 9, \s^M!f from that young 
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gentleman while he lived at Paris. In spite of 
these conscientious reflections, he was too self- 
sufficient to think he should find any difficulty in 
obtaining forgiveness for such sins of omission ; 
and began to imagine that his i)assion would be 
prejudicial to the dignity of his situation, if it 
could not be gratified upon terms which formerly 
his imagination durst not conceive. 

Sorry I am, that the task I have undertaken, 
lays me under the necessity of divulging this 
degeneracy in the sentiments of our imperious 
youth, who was now in the heyday of his blood, 
flushed with the consciousness of his own quali- 
fications, vain of his fortune, and elated on the 
wings of imaginary expectation, though he was 
deeply enamoured of Miss Gauntlet, he was far 
from proposing her heart as the ultimate aim of 
his gallantry, which, he did not doubt, would 
triumph over the most illustrious females of the 
land, and at once regale his appetite and ambition. 
> Meanwhile, being willing to make his appear- 
ance at the garrison equally surprising and 
agreeable) he cautioned Mr. Jolter against writ- 
ing to the commodore, who had not heard of 
them since their departure from Paris, and hired 
a post-chaise and horses for London. The 
governor, going out to give orders about the 
carriage, inadvertently left a paper-book open 
upon the table ; and his pupil, casting his ey^ 
upon the page, chanced to read these words : 
** Sept. 15. Arrived in safety, by the blessing 
of God, in this unhappy kingdom of England. 
And thus concludes the journal of my last pere- 
grination." Peregrine's curiosity being inflamed 
by this extraordinary conclusion, he turned to 
the beginning, and perused several sheets of a 
diary, such as is commonly kept by that class of 
people known by the denomination of travelling 
governors, for the satisfaction of themselves and 
the parents or guardians of their pupils, and for 
the edification and entertainment of their friends. 

That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr. 
Joker's performance, we shall transcribe the 
transacti(His of one day, as he had recorded them ; 
and that abstract will be a sufficient specimen of 
the whole plan and execution of the work. 

"May 3. At eight o'clock set out from 
Boulogne in a post-chaise : the morning hazy 
and cold. Fortified my stomach with a cordial. 
Recommended ditto to Mr. P. as an antidote 
against the fog. Mem. He refused it. The 
hither-liorse greased in the off pastern of the 
hind leg. Arrived at Samers. Mem. This 
last was a post and a half, t. e, three leagues, or 
nine English miles. The day clears up. A fine 
' champaign country, well stored with com. The 
postilion says his prayers in passing by a wooden 
crucifix on the road. Mem. The horses staled 
in a small brook that runs in a bottom, betwixt 
two hills. Arrive at Cormont. A common 
post. A dispute with my pupil, who is obstin- 
ate, and swayed by an unlucky prejudice. Pro- 
ceed to Montreuil, where we dine on choice 
pigeons. A very moderate charge. No chamber- 
pot in the room, owin^ to the negligence of the 
maid. This is an ordinary post. Set out again 
for Nampont. Troubled with flatulencies and 



indigestion* Mr. P. is sullen, and seems to 
mistake an eructation for the breaking of wind 
backwards. From Nampont depart for'Bemay, 
at which place' we arrive in the evening, and 
propose to stay all night. N. B. The two last 
are double posts, and our cattle very willing, 
though not strong. Sup oh a delicate ragout 
and excellent partridges, in company with Mr. 
H. and his spouse. Mem. ' The said H. trod 
upon my com l^y mistake. Discharged the bill, 
which is not very reasonable. Dispute with Mr. 
P. about giving money to the servant : he insists 
upon my giving a twenty-four sol piece ; which 
is too much by two** thirds, in aU conscience. 
N.B. She was a pert baggage, and did not 
deserve a liard." 

Our hero was so much disobliged with certain 
circumstances of this amusing and instructive 
journal, that, by way of punishing the author, 
he interlined these words betwixt two paragraphs 
in a manner that exactly resembled the tutor's 
handwriting: — "Mem. Had the pleasure of 
drinking myself into a sweet intoxication by 
toasting our lawful king and his royal family, 
among some worthy English fathers of the 
Society of Jesus." 

Having taken this revenge, he set out for 
London, where he waited upon those noblemen 
to whom he had letters of recommendation from 
Paris, and was not only graciously received, but 
even loaded with caresses and proffers of service, 
because they understood he was a young gentle- 
man of fortune, who, far from standing in need 
of their countenance or assistance, would make 
a useful and creditable addition to the number 
of their adherents. He had the honour of dining 
at their tables, in consequence of pressing invita- 
tions, and of spending several evenings vrith the 
ladies, to whom he was particularly agreeable, 
on account of his person, address, and bleeding 
freely at ^lay. 

Being thus initiated in the beau monde, be 
thought it Kras high time to pay his respects to 
his generous benefactor the commodore; and 
accordingly departed one morning, with his train, 
for the garrison, at which he arrived in safety 
the same night. When he entered the gate, 
which was opened by a new servant that did not 
know him, he found his old friend llatchway 
stalking in the yard, with a nightcap on his 
head, and a pipe in his mouth ; and, advancing 
to him, took him by the hand before he had any 
intimation of his approach. The lieutenant, thus 
saluted by a stranger, stared at him in silent 
astonishment, till he recollected his features, 
which were no sooner known, than, dashing the 
pipe upon the pavement, he exclaimed, *' Smite 
my cross-trees! th'art welcome to port?" and 
hugged him in his arms with great afi^tion. He 
then, by a cordial squeeze^ expressed his satis- 
faction at seeing his old shipmate Tom, who 
applying his whistle to his mouth, the whole 
castle echoed with his performance. j 

The servants, hearing the well-known sound, 
poured out in a tumult of joy ; and understand- 
ing that their young master was returned, raised 
such a peal of acclamation as astonished the 
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commodore and his lady, and inspired Julia 
with such an interesting presage that her heart 
began to throb with violence* Running out in 
t'.ie liurry and perturbation of her hope, she was 
so much overwhelmed at the sight of ner brother 
that she actually fainted in his arms ; but from 
this trance she soon awakened ; and Peregrine 
having testified his pleasure and affection, went 
up-stairs and presented himself before his god- 
father and aunt. Mrs. Trunnion rose and re- 
ceived him with a gracious embrace, blessing 
God for his happy return from a land of impiety 
and vice, in which she hoped his morals had not 
been corrupted, nor his principles of religion 
altered or impkaired. The old gentleman, beine 
confined to his chair, was struck dumb with 
pleasure at his appearance; and, having made 
divers ineffectual efforts to get up, at length dis- 
charged a volley of curses against his own limbs, 
and held out his hand to his godson, who kissed 
it with great respect* 

After he had finished his apostrophe to the 
gout, which was the daily and hourly subject of 
his execrations, "Well, my lad,** said he, "I 
care not how soon I go to the bottom now I 
behold thee safe in harTOur again : and yet I tell 
a d d lie ; I would I could keep afloat until 
I should see a lusty boy of thy begetting. Odds 
my timbers ! I love thee so well that I believe 
thou art the spawn of my own body, though I 
can give no account of thy being put upon the 
stocks." Then, turning his eye upon Pipes, who 
by this time had penetrated into his apartment, 
and addressed liim with the usual salutation 
of "What cheer ?"—"Ahey!" cried he, "are 
you there, you herring-faced son of a sea-calf? 
What a slippery trick you played your old com- 
mander ! But come, you dog, there's my fist ; 
I forgive you for the love you bear to my eodson. 
Go, man your tackle, and hoist a cask of strong 
beer into the yard, knock out the bung, and put 
a pump in it, for the use of all my servants and 
neighbours ; and, d'ye hear, let the patereroes be 
fired, and the garrison illuminated, as rejoicings 
for the safe arrival of your master. By the Lora ! 
if I had the use of these d d shambling shanks, 
I would dance a hornpipe with the best of you." 
The next object of his attention was Mr. Jolter, 
who was honoured with particular marks of 
distinction, and the repeated promise of enjoying 
the living in his gift, as an acknowledgment of 
the care and discretion with which he had super- 
intended the education and morals of our hero. 
The governor was so affected bv the generosity 
of his patron that the tears ran down his cheeks 
while he expressed his gratitude and the infinite 
satisfaction he felt in contemplating the accom- 
plishments of his pupil. 

Meanwhile, Pipes did not neglect the orders 
he had received ; the beer was produced, the 
gates were thrown open for the admission of all 
comers, the whole house was lighted up, and the 
patereroes were discharged in repeated volleys. 
Such phenomena could not fail to attract the 
notice of the neighbourhood. The chib at 
Tunley's were astonished at the report of the 
guns, which produced various conjectures among 



the members of that sagacious society. The 
landlord observed that in all likelihood the com- 
modore was visited by hobgoblins, and ordered 
the guns to be fired in token of distress, as 
he had acted twenty years before when he was 
annoyed by the same grievance. The exciseman, 
with a wa^ish sneer, expressed his apprehension 
of Trunnion's death, in consequence ot which the 
patereroes might be disdiarged with an equivocal 
mtent, either as signals of his lady's sorrow or 
rejoicing. The attorney signified his suspicion 
of Hatchway's being married to Miss Pickle, and 
that the firing and illuminations were in honour 
of the nuptials ; upon which Gamaliel discovered 
some feint signs of emotion, and taking the pipe 
from his mouth, gave it as his opinion that his 
sister was brought to bed. 

While they were thus bewildered in the maze 
of their own imaginations, a company of country- 
men, who sat drinking in the kitchen, and whose 
l^[s were more ready than their invention, sallied 
out to know the meaning of these exhibitions. 
Understanding that there was a butt of strong 
beer abroach m the yard, to which they were in- 
vited by the servants, they saved themselves the 
trouble and expense of returning to spend the 
evening at the public-house, and listed themselves 
under the banner of Tom Pipes, who presided 
as director of this festival. 

The news of Pere^ne's return being com- 
municated to the pansh, the parson and three 
or four neighbouring gentlemen, who wei'e well- 
wishers to our hero, immediately repaired to the 
garrison in order to pay their compliments on 
this happy event, and were detained to supper. 
An elegant entertainment was prepared by the 
direction of Miss July, who was an excellent 
housewife ; and the commodore was so invigor- 
ated with joy that he seemed to have renewed 
his age. 

Among those who honoured the occasion with 
his presence was Mr. Clover, the young gentle- 
man that made his addresses to Peregrine's sister. 
His heart was so big with his passion, that while 
the rest of the company were engrossed by their 
cups, he seized an opportunity of our hero's 
being detached from the conversation, and, in 
the impatience of his love, conjured him to 
consent to his happiness, protesting that he would 
comply with any terms of settlement that a man 
of his fortune could embrace in favour of a 
young lady who was absolute mistress of his 
affection. 

Our youth thanked him very politely for his 
favourable sentiments and honourable intention 
towards his sister, and told him, that at present 
he saw no reason to obstruct his desire ; that he 
would consult Julia's own inclination, and confer 
with him about the means of gratifying his wish ; 
but in the mean time begged to be excused from 
discussing any point of such importance to them 
both. Reminding him of the jovial purpose on 
which they were happily met, he promoted such 
a quick circulation of the bottle, tnat their mirth 
grew noisy and obstreperous; and they broke 
forth into repeated peals of laughter, without 
any previous incitement, except that of claret. 
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These explosions were succeeded by Baccha- 
nalia^ songSj in which the old gentleman him- 
self attempted to bear a share; the sedate 
governor snapped time^with his fiogeps, and 
the parish .priest assi;$ted in the chorus with a 
most expressive. nakedness of countenance. Be- 
fore midnight, they were almost all pinned to 
their chairs, as if they had been iix^ by the 
power of enchantment ; and what rendered the 
confinement still more unfortunate, every servant 
in the house was in the same situation ; so that 
they were fain to take their repose as they sat, 
and nodded at each other like a congregation of 
Anabaptists. 

Next day,. Peregrine communed with his sister 
on the subject of her match with Mr. Clover, 
who, she told him, had offered to settle a jointure 
of four hundred pounds, and take her to wife, 
without, any expectation of a dowry. She, moie- 
over, gave him to understand, that in his absence 
she had received several messagesfromher mother, 
commanding her to return to her Other's house ; 
but that she had refused to obey these orders, by 
the advice and injunction of her aunt and the 
commodore, which were indeed seconded by her 
own inclination ; because she had all the reason 
in the world to believe, that her mother only 
wanted an opportunity of treating her with 
severity and rancour. The resentment of that 
lady had been carried to such indecent lengths, 
that, seeing her daughter at church one day, she 
rose up before the parson entered, and reviled 
her with great bitterness in the face of the whole 
congregation. 



CHAPTER LXVII. 

Sees his Sister happily married — ^Visits Emilia, who 
receives him according to his Deserts. 

Her brother, being of opinion that Mr. Clover's 
proposal was not to be neglected, especially as 
Julia's iheart was engaged in his favour, (com- 
municated the affair to his uncle, who, with the 
approbation of Mrs. Trunnion, declared himself 
well satisfied with the young man's addresses, 
and desired that they .might be buckled with 
all expedition, without the knowledge or con- 
currence of her parents, to whom, on accotmt of 
their unnatural barbarity, she was not bound to 
pay the least regard. Though our adventurer 
entertained the same sentiments of the matter, 
and the lover, dreading some obstruction, ear- 
nestly begged the immediate condescension of 
his mistress ; — she could not be prevailed upon 
to take such a material step, without having first 
solicited the permission of her fe,ther ; resolved, 
nevertheless, to comply with the dictates of her 
own heart, should his objections be frivolous or 
unjust. 

Urged by this determination, her admirer- 
waited ujpon Mr. Gamaliel at the public-house, 
and, with th^ appearance of great deference and 
respect, made him acquainted with his affection 
iot his d^Mighter, communicated the particulars of 
his fortune, wiUi the Jtttrms>of <settlementhe was 



ready to m&ke, and, in conclusion, told him, ttj 
he would marry her without a /portion. Tl 
last offer seemed, to have some /weight with tl 
father, who received it with civility, and pr 
mised in a day or two to favour him with a fip 
answer to his demand. He, accordingly, th 
same evening consulted his wife, .who, beii 
exasperated at the prospect of her daughter 
independency, ai^ed with the most virulej 
expostulation against the match, as ftn.impudei 
scheme of her own plamiing, with a. view of ia 
suiting her parents, towards whom she ha 
already been guilty of the most vicious disobe^ 
ence. In short, she used such remonstrancd 
as not only avwted this weak husband's incliiu 
tion from the proposal which he had relishc 
before, but even instated him ^to apply for 
warrant to apprehend his daughter, on the sui 
position that she was about to bestow herself \ 
marriage virithout his privity or consent. 

The justice of peace to whom this applicatic 
was made, though he could, not refuse the ordei 
yet, being no stranger to the-malevoleinoe of tl] 
mother, which, together with Gamaliel's sin 
plicity, was notorious in the county, he sent a 
intimation of what hadhappened to the garrison 
upon which a couple of sentinels were placed o 
the gate, and, at the pressing solicitation of th 
lover, as well as the desire of the comsaodorc 
her brother, and annt, Julia was wedded withoq 
farther delay ; the ceremony being performed b| 
Mr. Jolter, because the parish priest prudentlj 
declined any occasion of giving offence, and \k 
curate was too much in the interest of thd 
enemies to be employed in that office. 

This domestic concern being settled to th< 
satis&etion of our hero, he escorted her next dai 
to the house of her husband, who immediatelj 
wrote a letter to her fath^, declaring his reason 
for having thus superseded his authority ; ani 
Mrs. Piclde's mortification was unspeakable. 

That the new-married couple might be guardd 
against all insult, our young gentleman and \Ci 
friend Hatchway, with their adherents, lodgd 
in Mr. Clover's house for some weeks, durinj 
which they visited -their acquaintance in thi 
neighbourhood, according to custom. Whei 
the tranquillity of : their family was perfectl; 
established, and the contisbct of marriage exe 
cuted in the presence of the old comnodore an* 
his lady, who gave herniece five hunidred pound 
to purchase jewels and clothes, Mr. Peregrim 
could no longer Kestcain his impatience to see hi 
dear Emily, and told his uncle that next day hi 
proposed to ride across the country, in order ti 
visit his fnend Giauntitet, whom he had not hear< 
of a long time. 

The old gentleman, loolun|^ stead&stly in hi 

face, "Ah ! A your cimning !" said he, *'! 

find the anchor holds fast ! I did suppose a 
how you would have slipped your cable, an* 
■changed your berth ; but I see, when a younj 
fellow is onoe brought up by a pretty wendi, hi 
may man his capstans and viol^block, if he wool 
but he'll as soon heave up the Pike of TenerifT* 
as bring 'his anchor aweigh ! Odds heartlikins 
had I imown the ryoung woman was Ned Gaunl 
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|Iet's daughter, I shooldn't have thrown out s^al 
Itfor leaving off chase." 

Our, adventurer was not a little surprised to 
. hear the commodore talk in this style; and imme- 
^ diately conjectured that his friend Godfrey had ia- 
|. formed him of the whole aiSur. Instead of listen- 
|.ing to this approbation of his flame with those 
I transports of joy which he would have felt had he 
I retained his former sentiments, he was chagrined 
at Trunnion's declaration, and o6Sended at the 
presumption of the young soldier, in presuming 
to disclose the secret with which he had intrusted 
him. Reddening with ftese reflections, he as- 
sured the commmlore that he never had serious 
thoughts of matrimony ; so that if any person 
had told him he was under any engagement of 
that kind, he had abused his ear ; for he pro- 
tested that he would never contract such attach- 
ments without his knowledge and express per- 
mission. 

Trunnion commended him for his prudent 
resolution, and observed, that though no person 
mentioned to him what promises had passed 
betwixt him and his sweetheart, it was veiy plain 
that he had made love to her ; and therefore it 
was to be supposed that his intentions were 
honourable ; for he could bot believe he was 
such a rogue in his heart as to endeavour to 
debauch the daughter of a brave officer who had 
served his country with credit and reputation. 
Notwithstanding this remonstrance, which Pickle 
imputed to the commodore's ignorance of the 
world, he set out for the habitation of Mrs. 
Gauntlet, with the unjustifiable sentiments of a 
man of pleasure, who sacrifices every consider- 
ation to the desire of his ruling appetite ; and, 
as Winchester lay in his way, resolved to visit 
some lof his friends who lived in that place. 
It was in the. house of one of these that he was 
informed of Emilia's being then in town with 
her mother;; upon which he excused himself 
from staying to drink tea, and immediately re- 
paired to their lodgings, according to the direc- 
tions he had received. 

When he arrived at the door, instead of under- 
going that perturbation of spirits, which a lover 
in his.mteresting situation might be supposed to 
feel, he suffered na emotion but that of vanity 
and pride favoured with an opportunity of self- 
gratification ; and entered his Emilia's apartment 
with the air of a conceited petit-mattre, rather 
than that of the respectful admirer when he visits 
the object of his passion after an absence of 
seventeen months. 

The young lady, having been very much dis- 
obliged at his mortifying neglect of her brother's 
letter, iiad summoned jdl her own pride and 
resolution to her -aid ; and, by means of a happy 
disposition, so Ua overcame .her chagrin at his 
indifference, that she was able to be^ve in his 
presence vnth apparent tranquillity and ease. 
She was even pleased to find he had by accident 
chosen a time for his visit when ^he was sur- 
rounded by two or three young gentlemen, who 
professed themselves her admirers. Our gallant 
was no sooner announced, than she collected all 
her coquetry, put on the gayest air she could 



assume, and contrived to giggle just as he ap- 
peared at the room door. The compliments of 
salutation being performed, she welcomed him 
to England in a careless manner, asked the news 
of Paris, and, before he could make any reply, 
desired one of the other gentlemen to proceed 
with the sequel of that comical adventure, in the 
relation of which he had been intermpted. 

Peregrine smiled within himself at this be- 
haviour, which, without all doubt, he believed 
she had affected to punish him for his unkind 
silence while he was abroad ; being fully per- 
suaded that her heart was absolutely at his devo- 
tion. ^ On this supposition, he practised his 
Parisian improvements on the art of conversa- 
tion, and uttered a thousand prettinesses in the 
way of compliment, with such incredible rotation 
of tongue, that his rivals were struck dumb with 
astonishment, and Emilia fretted out of all 
temper at seeing herself deprived of the preroga- 
tive of the sex. He persisted, however, in &is 
surprising loquacity, until the rest of the company 
thought proper to withdraw, and then contracted 
his discourse into the focus of love, which .now 
put on a very different appearance from that 
which it had formerly worn. Instead of that 
awful veneration which her presence used to 
inspire, that chastity of sentiment and delicacy 
of expression, he now gazed upon her with the 
eyes of a libertine, he glowed with the impatience 
of desire, talked in a strain ^at barely kept 
within the bounds of decency, and attempted to 
snatch such favours as she, in the tenderness of 
mutual acknowledgment, had once vouchsafed to 
bestow. 

Grieved and offended as she was at this palp- 
able alteration in his carriage, she disdained to 
remind him of his former deportment, apd with 
dissembled good humour xalUed hun on the 
progress he had made in gallantry and address : 
but, far from submitting to the liberties he would 
have taken, she kept her person sacred from his 
touch* and would not even suffer him to ravish a 
kiss of her fair hand : so that he reaped no other 
advantage from the exercise of his talents during 
this interview* which lasted a whole hour, than 
that of knowing he had overrated his own im- 
portance, and that Emily's heart was not a 
garrison likdy to surrender at discretion. 

At length his addresses were interrupted by ' 
the arrival of the mothei:, who had gone abroad 
to visit by herself; and, the conversation be- 
coming more general, he imderstood that Godfrey 
was at London, .solidtiog for a lieutenancy that 
had fallen vacant in the regiment to which he 
belonged ; and that Miss Sophy was at home 
with her fiither. 

Though -our itdventurer had not m<t with all 
the success he expected by his .first visit, he did 
not de^)air of reducing the fortr^ believing 
that in tune there would be a mutiny in his favour ; 
and accordingly carried on the siege (for several 
days without profiting by his perseverance ; till 
at length, haying attended the ladies to their own 
house in the country, he began to look upon this 
adventure as time misspent, and resolved to dis- 
continue his attack, in Jiopes of meeting with a 
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more favourable occasion ; being, in the mean 
time, ambitious of displaying, in a higher sphere, 
those qualifications which his vanity told him 
were at present misapplied. 



CHAPTER LXVIII. 

He attends his Uncle with great Affection during a fit of 
Illness — Sets out again for London ; meets with his 
Friend Godfrey, who is prevailed upon to accompany 
him to Bath ; on the Road to which place they chance 
to dine with a Person who Entertains them with a 
curious Account of a certain Company of Adventurers. 

Thus determined, he took leave of Emilia and 
her mother, on pretence of going to London on 
some urgent business, and returned to the garri- 
son, leaving the good old lady very much con- 
cerned, and the daughter incensed at his be- 
haviour, which was the more unexpected because 
Godfrey had told them that the commodore ap- 
proved of his nephew*s passion. 

Our adventurer founa his uncle so ill of the 
gout, which, for the first time, had taken posses- 
sion of his stomach, that his life was in imminent 
danger, and the whole family in disorder : he 
therefore took the reins of government in his own 
hands, sent for all the physicians in the neighbour- 
hood, and attended him in person with the most 
affectionate care during the whole fit, which lasted 
a fortnight, and then retired before the strength 
of his constitution. 

When the old gentleman recovered his health, 
he was so penetrated with Peregrine's behaviour, 
that he actually would have made over to him 
his whole fortune, and depended upon him for 
his own subsistence, had not our youth opposed 
-the execution of the deed with all his influence 
and might, and even persuaded him to make a 
will in which his friend Hatchway, and all his 
other adherents, were liberally remembered, and 
his aunt provided for on her own terms. This 
material point being settled, he, with his uncle's 
permission,departed for London, after having seen 
the family affairs established under the direction 
-and adminbtration of Mr. Jolter and the lieu- 
tenant; for, by this time, Mrs. Trunnion was 
AvhoUy occupied with her spiritual concerns. 

On his first arrival at London, he sent a card 
-to the lodgings of Gauntlet, in consequence of a 
•direction from his mother ; and that young gen- 
tleman waited on him next morning, though not 
-with that alacrity of countenance and warmth of 
friendship which might have been expected from 
^he intimacy of their former connection. Nor 
was Peregrine himself actuated by the same un- 
Teserved affection for the soldier, which he had 
formerly entertained. Godfrey, over and above 
the offence he had taken at Pickle's omission in 
point of corresponding with him, had been in- 
formed, by a letter from his mother, of the youth's 
cavalier behaviour to Emilia during his last resi- 
dence at Winchester ; and our young gentleman, 
as we have already observed, was disgusted at 
the supposed discovery which the soldier had 
made, m his absence, to the commodore. They 



perceived their mutual umbrage at meeting, an 
received each other with that civility of reser\' 
which commonly happens between two perso: 
when their friendship is in the wane. 

Gauntlet at once divined the cause of the other'; 
displeasure ; and, in order to vindicate his own 
character, after the first compliments were passed, 
took the opportunity of inquiring after the health 
of the commodore, and to tell Peregrine that 
while he tarried at the garrison, in his return 
from Dover, the subject of the conversation one 
night happening to turn on our hero's passion, 
the old gentleman had expressed his concern 
about that affair ; and, among other observations, 
said he supposed the object of his love was some 
paltry hussy, whom he had picked up when he 
was a boy at school : upon which Mr. Hatchway 
assured him that she was a young woman of as 
good a family as any in the country ; and, after 
having prepossessed him in her favour, ventured, 
out of the zeal of his friendship, to tell who she 
was : wherefore the discovery was not to be im- 
puted to any other cause, and he hoped Mr. Pickle 
would acquit him of all share in the transaction. 

Peregrine was very well pleased to be thus unde- 
ceived ; his countenance immediately cleared up ; 
the formality of his behaviour relaxed into his 
usual familiarity; and he asked pardon for his 
unmannerly neglect of Godfirey*s letter, which, he 
protested, was not owing to any disr^ard, or 
abatement of friendship, but to a hurry of youth- 
ful engagements, in consequence of which, he 
had proa'astinated his answer from time to time, 
until he was ready to return in person. 

The young soldier was contented with this 
apology ; and as Pickle's intention with respect 
to his sister was still dubious and undeclared, he 
did not think it was incumbent upon him, as yet, 
to express any resentment on that score ; but was 
wise enough to foresee that the renewal of his 
intimacy with our young gentleman might be the 
means of reviving that name which had been 
dissipated by a vanety of new ideas. With those 
sentiments he laid aside all reserve, and their 
communication immediately resumed its former 
channel. Peregrine made him acquainted with 
all the adventures in which he had been engaged 
since their parting ; and he, with the same con- 
fidence, related the remarkable incidents of his 
own fate ; among other things, giving him to 
understand, that, upon obtaining a commission 
in the army, the father of his dear Sophy, with- 
out once inquiring about the occasion of his 
promotion, had not only favoured him with his 
countenance in a much greater degree than here- 
tofore, but also contributed his interest, and even 
promised the assistance of his purse, in procuring 
for him a lieutenancy, which he was then solicit- 
ing with all his power ; whereas, if he had not 
been enabled, by a most accidental piece of good 
fortune, to lift himself into the sphere of an officer, 
he had all the reason in the world to believe tliat 
this gentleman, and all the rest of his wealthy 
relations, would have suffered him to languish in 
obscurity and distress ; and, by turning his mis- 
fortune into reproach, make it a plea for their 
own want of generosity and friendship. 
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Per^rine, understanding the situation of his 
-iend's affairs, would have accommodated him, 
pen the instant, with a sum to accelerate the 
assage of his commission through the offices ; 
lit, being too well acquainted with his scrupul- 
us disposition to manifest his benevolence in 
lat manner, he found means to introduce liim- 
:lf to one of the gentlemen of the war-office, 
'ho was so well satisfied with the arguments he 
sed in behalf of his friend, that Godfrey's busi- 
ess was transacted in a veiy few days, though 
e himself knew nothing ot his interest being 
hus reinforced. 

By this time, the season at Bath was begun ; 
md our hero, panting with the desire of distin- 
^uishing himself at that resort of the fashionable 
vorld, communicated his design of going thither 
o his friend Godfrey, whom he importuned to 
iccompany him in the excursion : and leave of 
ibsence from his regiment being obtained by the 
nfluence of Peregrine's new quality-friends, the 
:wo companions departed from London in a 
post-chaise, attended, as usual, by the valet-de- 
chambre and Pipes, who were become almost as 
necessary to our adventurer as any two of his 
own organs. 

At the inn, when they alighted for dinner, 
Godfrey perceived a person walking by himself 
in the yard with a very pensive air, and, upon 
observing him more narrowly, recognized him 
to be a professed gamester, whom he had for- 
merly known at Tunbridge. On the strength of 
this acquaintance, he accosted the peripatetic, 
who knew him immediately ; and, in the fulness 
of his grief and vexation, told him that he was 
now on his return from Bath, where he had been 
stripped by a company of sharpers, who resented 
that he should presume to trade upon his own 
bottom. 

Peregrine, who was extremely curious in his 
inquiries, imagining that he might learn some 
entertaining and useful anecdotes from this 
artist, invited him to dinner, and was accord- 
ingly fully informed of all the political systems 
at Bath. He understood, that there was at 
London one great company of adventurers, who 
employed agents in all the different branches 
of imposition throughout the whole kingdom of 
England, allowing these ministers a certain pro- 
portion of the profits accruing from their industry 
and skill, and reserving the greatest share for 
the benefit of the common stock, which was 
chargeable with the expense of fitting out indi- 
viduals in their various pursuits, as well as with 
the loss sustained in the course of their adven- 
tures. Some, whose persons and qualifications 
are by the company judged adequate to the task, 
exert their talents in making love to ladies of 
fortune, being accommodated with money and 
accoutrements for that purpose, after having 
given their bonds, payable to one or other of 
the directors, on the day of marriage, for certain 
sums, proportioned to the dowries they are to 
receive. Others, versed in the doctrine of 
chances, and certain secret expedients, frequent 
all those places where games of hazard are 
allowed : and such as are masters in the arts of 



billiards, tennis, and bowls, are continually lying 
in wait, in all the scenes of these diversions, for 
the ignorant and unwary. A fourth dass attend 
horse-races, being skilled in those mysterious 
practices by which the knowing ones are taken 
in. Nor is this community unfurnished with 
those who lay wanton wives and old rich widows 
under contribution, and extort money by prosti- 
tuting themselves to the embraces of their own 
sex and then threatening their admirers with 
prosecution. But their most important returns 
are made by that body of their undertakers who 
exercise their understandings in the innumerable 
stratagems of the card-table, at which no sharper 
can be too inftftnous to be received, and even 
caressed, by persons of the highest rank and dis- 
tinction. Among other articles of intelligence, 
our young gentleman learned, that those agents 
by whom their guest was broken and expelled 
from Bath had constituted a bank against all 
sporters, and monopolized the advantage in all 
sorts of play. He then told Gauntlet, that if he 
would put himself under his direction, he would 
return with them, and lay such a scheme as 
would infallibly ruin the whole society at bil- 
liards, as he knew that Godfrey excelled them 
all in his knowledge of that game. 

The soldier excused himself from engaging in 
any party of that kind, and after dinner the 
travellers parted ; but, as the conversation be- 
tween the two friends turned upon the informa- 
tion they had received, Peregrine projected a 
plan for punishing those villainous pests of 
society, who prey upon their fellow-creatures ; 
and it was put in execution by Gauntlet in this 
manner. 



CHAPTER LXIX. 

Godfrey executes a Scheme at Bath, by which a whole 
Company of Sharpers is ruined. 

On the evening after their arrival at Bath, 
Godfrey, who had kept himself up all day for 
that purpose, went in boots to the billiard table; 
and two gentlemen being at play, began to bet 
wit|^ so little appearance of judgment, that one 
of the adventurers then present was inflamed 
with the desire of profiting by his inexperience ; 
and when the table was vacant, invited him to 
take a game for amusement. The soldier, assum- 
ing the air of a self-conceited dupe, answered, 
that he did not choose to throw away his time 
for nothing, but, if he pleased, would piddle for 
a crown a game. This declaration was very 
agreeable to the other, who wanted to be farther 
confirmed in the opinion he had conceived of 
the stranger before he would play for anything 
of consequence. The party bein^ accepted. 
Gauntlet put off his coat, and beginning with 
seeming eagerness, won the first game, because 
his antagonist kept up his play with a view of 
encouraging him to wager a greater sum. The 
soldier purposely bit at the hook, the stakes 
were doubled, and he was again victorious, by 
the permission of his competitor. He now 
began to yawn : and observing, that it was not 
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worth his while to proceed" in* such a- chtHfeh 
manner, the other-sirore, in-ait affected passion, 
that he would piajrwHh hint for twenty gmneas. 
The proposal being embraced, through the con- 
nivance of Godfrey, the money -was won by the 
sharper, who exerted his- dexterity to the utter- 
most, fearing that otherwise his adversary would 
decline continuing the game. 

Godfrey,- thus conquered, pretended to lose his 
temper, cursed his own ill luck, swore that the 
table had a cast, and^hat the balls did not run 
true, changed his mast, and, with great warmth, 
challenged his enemy to double the sum. The 
gamester, with feigned reluctance, complied with 
his desire ; and, having got fhe first two hazards, 
offered to lay one hundred guineas to fifty on the 
game. The odds were taken ; and,Godfi-ey, having 
allowed himself ta be overcome, began to rage 
with great violence, broke the mast to pieces, 
threw the balls out at the window, and, in the 
fury of his indignation, defied his antagonist to 
meet him to-morrow, when he should be re- 
freshed from the fatigue of travelling. This was 
a very welcome invitation to the gamester, who, 
imagining that the soldier would turn out a most 
beneficial prize, assured him that he woidd not 
fail to be there next forenoon, in order to give 
him his revenge. 

Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, fully 
certified of his own superiority, and took his 
measures with Peregrine touching the prosecution 
of their scheme ; while his opponent made a 
report of his success to the brethren of the gang, 
who resolved to be present at the decision of the 
match, with the view of taking advantage of the 
stranger's passionate disposition. 

Affairs being thus concerted on both sides, the 
players met according to appointment, and the 
room was immediately filled with spectators, who 
either came thither by accident, curiosity, or 
design. The match was fixed for one hundred 
pounds a game, the principals chose their instru- 
ments, and laid aside their coats ; and one of the 
knights of the order proffered to lay another 
hundred on the head of his associate. Godfrey 
took him up on the instant. A second worthy of 
the same class, seeing him so eager, challenged 
him to treble the sum ; and his proposal met 
with the same reception, to the astonishment of 
the company, whose expectation was raised to a 
very interesting pitch. The game was begun, 
and the soldier having lost the first hazard, the 
odds were offered by the confederacy with great 
vociferation ; but nobody would run such a risk 
in favour of a person who was utterly unknown. 
The sharper having gained the second also, the 
noise increased to a surprising clamour, not only 
of the gang, but likewise of almost all the spec- 
tators, who desired to lay two to one against the 
brother of Emilia. 

Peregrine, who was present, perceiving the 
cupidity of the association sufficiently inflamed, 
all of a sudden opened his mouth, and answered 
their bets to the amount of twelve hundred 
pounds, which were immediately deposited, on 
both sides, in money and notes ; so that this was, 
perhaps, the most important game that ever was 



flayed at biffiartfe. Gauntlbt-; seeing iHe agree- 
ment settled, strttcfc-^His antagonist's ball into the 
pocket in a twinkling; thou§i itwas in one of 
those situations whi^ are supposed to betigainst 
the- strikers The* betters were a little discom- 
posed at this event, for which, however, they 
xx>nsoled themselves, by imputing the success to 
aceident ; but when, at the very next stroke, he 
sprang it over the table, their countenances un- 
derwent an instantaneous distraction of feature, 
and they veaited, in the most dreadful suspense, 
for the next hazard, which being likewise taken 
with infinite ease by the soldier, the blood forsook 
their cheeks, and the interjection "Zounds!" 
pronounced with a look of consternation, and in 
a tone of despair, proceeded from every mouth 
at the same instant of time. They were over- 
whelmed with horror and astonishment at seeing 
three hazards taken in as many strokes, from a 
person of their friend's dexterity, and shrewdly 
suspected that the whole was a scheme precon- 
certed for their destruction. On this supposition 
they changed their note, and attempted to hedge 
for their own indemnification, by proposing to 
lay the odds in favour of Gauntlet ; but so 
much was the opinion of the company altered 
by that young gentleman's success, that nobody 
would venture to espouse the cause of his com- 
petitor, who, chancing to improve his game 
by the addition of another lucky hit, dimin- 
ished the concern, and revived the hopes of his 
adherents. 

But this gleam of fortune did not long con- 
tinue : Godfrey collected his whole art and 
capacity ; and, augmenting his score to number 
ten, indulged himself with a view of the whole 
fraternity. The visages of these professors had 
adopted different shades of complexion at every 
hazard he had taken : from their natural colour 
they had shifted into a sallow hue ; from thence 
into pale ; from pale into yellow, which degen- 
erated into a mahogany tint ; and, now they sav/ 
seventeen hundred pounds of their stock depend- 
ing upon a single stroke, they stood like so many 
swarthy Moors, jaundiced with terror and vexa- 
tion. The fire which naturally glowed in the 
cheeks and nose of the player, seemed utterly ex- 
tinct, and his carbuncles exhibited a livid appear- 
ance, as if a gangrene had already made some pro- 
gress in his face : his hand began to shake, and his 
whole frame was seized with such trepidation, 
that he was fain to swallow a bumper of brandy, 
in order to re-establish the tranquillity of his 
nerves. This expedient, however, did not pro- 
duce the desired effect ; for he aimed the ball at 
the lead with such discomposure, that it struck 
on the wrong side, and came off at an angle 
which directed it full in the middle hole. This 
fatal accident was attended with a universal 
groan, as if the whole universe had gone to 
wreck ; and notwithstanding that tranquillity for 
which adventurers are so remarkable, this loss 
made such an impression upon them all, that 
each in particular manifested his chagrin by the 
most violent emotions. One turned up his eyes . 
to heaven, and bit his nether lip ; another gnawed 
his fingers, while he stalked across the room ; a 
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rd blasphemed with'honid idkpreieattoiid ; and 

Tvho playtd the party sneaked dflf;* grinding 

teeth together, with a look that baffles all 

ription, and, as 'he crossed the threshold, 

rlaiHring, "A d— --d bite, by G ^ f" 

rThe victors, -alter having insulted' them, by 

ting if they' were disposed for another chance, 
ried off their- winning with the afppearance of 
^at composore, thougli in their hearts they-were 
isported witli unspeakable joy ; not so much 
account of the booty they had gained, as in 
Hisideration of' having so effectually destroyed 
:h a nest of pernicious miscreants. 
Peregrine, believing that now he had found 
|A opportunity of serving his friend without 
aving offence to the delicacy of his honour, told 
urn, upon their arrival at their lodgings, that 
ibrtune had at length enabled him to become in 
xi manner independent, or at least make himself 
easy in his circumstances, by purchasing a com- 
pany with the money he had won. So saying, 
he put his share of the success in Gauntlet's 
hand, as % sum that of right belonged to him, 
and promised to write in his behalf to a noble- 
man, who had interest enough to promote such 
a quick rise in the service. 

Godfrey thanked him for his obliging intention, 
hut absolutely refused, with great loftiness of 
demeanour, to appropriate to his own use any 
part of the money which Pickle had gained, and 
seemed affronted at the other's entertaining a 
sentiment so unworthy of his character. He 
^vould not even accept ii\ the way of loan, such 
an addition to his own stock as'would amount to 
the price of a company of foot ; but expressed 
great confidence in the future exertion of that 
talent which had been blessed with such a pros- 
perous beginning. Our hero, finding him thus 
obstinately deaf to the voice of his own interest, 
resolved to govern himself, in his next endea- 
vours of friendship, by his experience of this 
ticklish punctilio ; and, in the mean time, gave a 
handsome benefaction to the hospital out of these 
first-fruits of the success in play, and reserved 
two hundred pounds for a set of diamond ear- 
rings and solitaire which he intended for a present 
to Miss Emily. 



CHAPTER LXX. 

The two Friends eclipse all their Competitors in Gallantry, 
and practise a pleasant project of Revenge upon the 
Physicians of the place. 

The fame of their exploit s^inst the sharpers 
was immediately diffused through all companies 
at Bath ; so that when our adventurers appeared 
in public, they were pointed out by a hundred 
extended fingers, and considered as consummate 
artists in all the different species of finesse, which 
they would not fail to practise with the first 
opportunity. Nor was this opinion of their 
characters any obstacle to their reception into 
the fashionable parties in the place ; but, on the 
contrary, such a recommendation (as I have 
already hinted) never fails to operate for the 
■advantage of the possessor. 
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This fhst adventure^, therefore, sierred them as 
an introduction to the' company at Bath, who 
were not a little sorpviBed to fifid 'their expecta- 
tions bafBed by the* conduct of the twx> cofin- 
panioBS ; because, Ikr from engaging deeply at 
play, they rather shunned all occasions of gsoning, 
and directed tfaek attention to gallantry, in which 
our hero shone unrivalled. His external qualifi* 
cations, exclusive of any other merit, were strong 
enough to captivate the common run of the 
female sex; and these, reinforced with aspright- 
liness of conversation and a most insinuating 
addressi became irresistible, even t^ those 
who were fortified with pride, caution, or in- 
difference. But, among ail the nymp4)s of this 
gay place, he did not meet with one object that 
disputed the empire of his heart with Emilia, 
and therefore he divided his attachment accord- 
ing to the suggestions of vanity and whim ; so 
that, before he had resided a fortnight at Bath, 
he had set all the ladies by the ears, and furnished 
all the hundred tongues of scandal with full 
employment. The splendour of his appearance 
excited the inquiries of envy, which, instead of 
discovering anv circumstance to his prejudice, 
was cursed with the information of his being a 
young gentleman of good family, and heir to an 
immense fortune. 

The countenance of some of his quality fiiends, 
who arrived at Bath, confirmed this piece of 
intelligence ; upon which his acquaintance was 
court^ and cultivated with great assiduity ; and 
he met with such advances firom some of the 
fair sex as rendered him extremely fortunate in 
his amours. Nor was his friend Godfrey a 
stranger to favours of the same kind : his accom- 
plishments were exactly calculated for the meri- 
dian of female taste ; and with certain individuals 
of that sex, his muscular frame and robust con- 
nection of his limbs were more attractive than 
the delicate proportions of his companion. He 
accordingly reigned paramount among those 
innamoratas who were turned of thirty, without 
being under the necessity of proceeding by tedious 
addresses ; and was thought to have co-operated 
with the waters in removing the sterility of 
certain ladies, who had long undergone the re- 
proach and disgust of their husbands : while 
Peregrine set up his throne among those who 
laboured under the disease of celibacy, from the 
pert miss of fifteen, who, with a fluttering heart, 
tosses herhead, bridles up, and giggles involun- 
tarily at sight of a handsome young man, to the 
staid maiden of twenty»eight, who, with demure 
aspect, moralizes on the vanity of beauty, the 
folly of youth, the simplicity of woman, and 
expatiates on friendship, benevolence, and good 
sense, in the style of a Platonic philosopher. 

In such a diversity of dispositions, his conquests 
were attended with all the heart-burnings, ani- 
mosities, and tunnoils of jealousy and spite. 
The younger - class took all opportunities of 
mortifying their seniors in public, by treating 
them with that indignity, which, contrary to the 
general privilege of age, is, by the consent and 
connivance of mankind, levelled against those 
who have the misfortune to come under the 
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denomination of old maids ; and these last retort- 
ed their hostilities in the private machinations of 
slander, supported by experience and subtlety of 
invention. Not one day passed, in which some 
new story did not circulate to the prejudice of 
one or other of those rivals. 

If our hero, in the long-room, chanced to quit 
one of the moralists with whom he had been 
engaged in conversation, he was immediately 
accosted by a number of the opposite faction, 
who, with ironical smiles, upbraided him with 
cruelty to the poor lady he had left, exhorted 
him to have compassion on her sufferings ; and, 
turning their eyes towards the object of their 
intercession, broke forth into a universal peal of 
laughter. On the other hand, when Peregrine, 
in consequence of having danced with one of the 
minors over-night, visited her in the morning, 
the Platontsts immediately laid hold on the occa- 
sion, tasked their imaginations, associated ideas, 
and with sage insinuations retailed a thousand 
circumstances of the interview, which never had 
any foundation in tnith. They observed, that if 
girls are determined to behave with such indis- 
cretion, they must lay their accounts with incur- 
ring the censure of the world ; that she in ques- 
tion was old enough to act more circumspectly ; 
and wondered that her mother would permit any 
young fellow to approach the chamber while her 
daughter was naked in bed. As for the servants 
peeping through the kev-hole, to be sure it was 
an unlucky accident; but people ought to be 
upon their guard against sucn curiosity, and give 

: their domestics no cause to employ their pene- 
tration. These, and other such reflections, were 

; occasionally whispered as secrets among those 

, who were known to be communicative ; so 
that, in a few hours, it became the general topic 

' of discourse ; and as it had been divulged under 
injunctions of secresy, it was almost impossible 
to trace the scandal to its origin ; because every 
person concerned must have promulgated her 
own breach of trust, in discovering her author of 
the report. 

Peregrine, instead of allaying, rather exasper- 
ated this contention, by an artful distribution of 
his attention among the competitors ; well know- 
ing, that should his regard be converged into 
one point, he would soon forfeit the pleasure he 
enjoyed in seeing them at variance; for both 
parties would join against the common enemy, 
and his favourite would be persecuted by the 
whole coalition. He perceived that, among the 
secret agents of scandal, none were so busy as 
the physicians, a class of animals who live in this 
place, like so many ravens hovering about a 
carcase, and even ply for employment like scullers 
at Hungerford-stoirs. The greatest part of them 
have correspondents in London, who make it 
their business to inquire into the history, charac- 
ter, and distemper of every one that repairs to 
Bath for the benefit of the waters ; and if they 
cannot procure interest to recommend their 
medical friends to these patients before they set 
out, they at least furnish them with a previous 
account of what they could collect, that their 
correspondents may use this intelligence for their 



own advantage. By these mean?, and the assist 
ance of flattery and assurance, they often insinual 
themselves into the acquaintance of strange: 
and, by consulting their dispositions, becoi 
necessary and subservient to their prevailii 
passions. By their connection with apothecari 
and nurses, diey are informed of all the privai 
occurrences in each family; and therefore eni 
abled to gratify the rancour of malice, amuse C 
spleen of peevish indisposition, and entertain th 
eagerness of impertinent curiosity.. 

In the* course of these occupations, whicl 
frequently affected the reputation of our tw. 
adventurers, this whole body fell under the di 
pleasure of our hero, who, after divers consulta 
tions with his friend, concerted a stratagem, 
which was practised upon the faculty in this 
manner. Among those who frequented the 
pump-room was an old officer, whose temper, 
naturally impatient, was, by repeated attacks of 
the gout, which had almost deprived him of the 
use of his limbs, sublimated into a remarkable 
degree of virulence and perverseness : he imputed 
the inveteracy of his distemper to the malpractice 
of a surgeon, who had administered to him while 
he laboured under the consequences of an un- 
fortunate amour; and this supposition had in- 
spired him with an insurmountable antipathy 
to all the professors of the medical art, which 
was more and more confirmed by the information 
of a friend at London, who had told him, that it 
was a common practice among the physicians at 
Bath to dissuade their p^^ients from drinking the 
water, that the cure, and of consequence their 
attendance, might be longer protracted. 

Thus prepossessed, he had come to Bath, and, 
conformably' to a few general instinictions he had 
received, used the waters without any further 
direction, taking all occasions of manifesting his 
hatred and contempt of the sons of ^sculapius, 
both ,by speech and gesticulations, and even bv 
pursuing a regimen quite contrary to that whrci 
he knew they prescribed to others who seemed 
to be exactly in his condition. But he did not 
find his account in this method, how successful 
soever it may have been in other cases. His 
complaints, instead of vanishing, were every day 
more and more enraged : and at length he was 
confined to his bed, where he lay blaspheming 
from mom to night, and from night to mom, 
though still more determined than ever to adhere 
to his fomier maxims. 

In the midst of his torture, Svhich Was become 
the common joke of the town (being circulated 
through the industry of the physicians, who 
triumphed in his disaster). Peregrine, by means 
of Mr, Pipes, employed a country-fellow, who 
had come to market, to run with great haste, 
early one morning, to the lodgings of all the 
doctors in town, and desire them to attend the 
colonel with all imaginable despatch. Inconse- 
Guence of this summons, the whole faculty put 
themselves in motion ; and three of the foremost 
arriving at the same instant of time, far from 
complimenting one another with the door, each 
separately essayed to enter, and the whole trium- 
vii-ate stuck in the passage. While they remained 
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thus wedged together, they descried two of their 
brethren posting towards the same goal with all 
the speed that God had enabled them to exert ; 
upon which they came to aparley, and agreed 
to stand by one another. This covenant being 
made, they disentangled themselves, and, inquir- 
ing about the patient, were told by the servant 
that he had just fallen asleep. 

Having received this intelligence, they took 
possession of his antechamber, and shut the 
door, while the rest of the tribe posted them- 
selves on the outside, as they arrived ; so that 
the whole passage was filled, from the top of 
the staircase to the street-door ; and the people 
of the house, together with the colonel's servant, 
struck dumb with astonishment. The three 
leaders of this leaiiied gang had no sooner made 
their lodgment good, than they began to consult 
about the patient's malady, which every one of 
them pretended to have considered with great 
care and assiduity. The first who gave his 
opinion said that the distemper was an obstinate 
arthritis; the second afhrmed, that it was no 
other than a c'onfirmed p — x; and the third 
swore it was an inveterate scurvy. This diver- 
sity of opinions was supported by a variety of 
quotations from medical authors, ancient as well 
as modem ; but these were not of sufficient 
authority, or at least not explicit enough to 
decide the dispute ; for there are many schisms 
in medicine as well as in religion, and each sect 
can quote the fathers in support of the tenets 
they profess. In short the contention rose to 
such a pitch of clamour, as not only alarmed 
the brethren on the stairs, but also awaked the 
patient from the first nap he had enjoyed in the 
space of ten whole days. Had it been simply 
waking, he would have been obliged to them for 
the noise that disturbed him ; for, in that case, 
he would have been relieved from the tortures 
of hell-fire, to which, in his dream, he fancied 
himself exposed : but this dreadful vision had 
been the result of that impression which was 
made upon his brain by the intolerable anguish 
of his joints ; so that, when he waked, the pain, 
instead, of being allayed, was rather aggravated 
by a great acuteness of sensation ; and the con- 
fused vociferation in the next room invading his 
ears at the same time, he began to think his 
dream was realized, and, in the pangs of despair, 
applied himself to a bell that stood by his bed- 
side, which he rang with great violence and 
perseverance. 

This alarm put an immediate stop to the dis- 
putation of the three doctors, who, upon this 
notice of his being awake, rushed into his 
chamber without ceremony ; and two of them 
seizing his arms, the third made the like applica- 
tion to one of his temples. Before the patient 
could recollect liimself from the amazement which 
had laid hold on him at this unexpected irruption, 
the room was filled by the rest of the faculty, 
who followed the servant that entered in obedi- 
ence to his master's call ; and the bed was, in a 
moment, suiTounded by these gaunt ministers of 



death. The colonel, seeing himself beset with 
such an assemblage of solemn visages and figures, 
which he had always considered with the utmost 
detestation and abhorrence, was incensed to a 
most inexpressible degree of indignation ; and 
so inspirited by his rage, that though his tongue 
denied its office, his other limbs performed their 
function. He disengaged himself from the tri- 
umvirate who had taken possession of liis body, 
sprang out of bed with incredible agility, and, 
seizing one of his crutches, applied it so effectu- 
ally to one of the three, just as he stooped to 
examine the patient's water, that his tie-periwig 
dropped into the pot, while he himself fell 
motionless on the floor. 

This significant explanation disconcerted the 
whole fraternity ; every man turned his face, as 
if it were by instinct, towards the door ; and the 
retreat of the community being obstructed by the 
efforts of individuals, confusion and tumultuous 
uproar ensued ; for the colonel, far from limiting 
his prowess to the first exploit, handled his 
weapon with astonishing vigour and dexterity, 
without respect of persons, so that few or none 
of them had escaped without marks of his dis- 
pleasure; when his spirits failed, and he sank 
down again, quite exhausted, on his bed. Favoured 
by this respite, the discomfited faculty collected 
their hats and wigs, which had fallen off in the 
fray; and, perceiving the assailant too much 
enfeebled to renew the attack, set up their throats 
together, and loudly threatened to prosecute him 
severely for such an outrageous assault. 

By this time the landlord had interposed ; and, 
inquiring into the cause of the disturbance, was 
informed of what had happened by the com- 
plainants, who, at the same time, giving him to 
understand that they had been severally summoned 
to attend the colonel that morning, he assured 
them that they had been imposed upon by some 
wag, for his lodger had never dreamt of consult- 
ing any one of their profession. 

Thunderstruck at this declaration, the general 
clamour instantaneously ceased ; and each, in 
particular, at once comprehending the nature of 
the joke, they sneaked silently off with the loss 
they had sustained, in unutterable shame and 
mortification; while Peregrine and his friend, 
who took care to be passing that way by accident, , 
made a full stop at sight of such an extraordinary 
efHux, and enjoyed the countenance and condition 
of every one as he appeared ; nay, even made 
up to some of those who seemed most affected 
with their situation, and mischievously tormented 
them with questions touching this unusual congre- 
gation ; then, in consequence of the information 
they received from the landlord and the colonel's 
valet, subjected the sufferers to the ridicule of all 
the company in town. As it would have been 
impossible for the authors of this farce to keep 
themselves concealed from the indefatigable in- 
quiries of the physicians, they made no secret of 
their having directed. the whole: though they 
took care to own it in such an ambiguous manner 
as afforded no handle of prosecution. 
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CHAPTER LXXi; 

Peregrine Humbles a noted Hector, and meets with a 
strange Character at the House of a certain Lady. 

Among those who never failed to reside at Bath, 
during the season, was a certain person,- who, 
from the most abject misery, had by his industry 
and art at play amassed about fifteen thousand 
pounds ; and, though his character was notorious, 
insinuated himself so far into the favour of what 
is called the best company, that very few private 
parties of pleasure took place in which he was 
not principally concerned. He was of gigantic 
stature, a most intrepid countenance, and his 
disposition, naturally overbearing, had, in the 
course of his adventures and success, acquired a 
most intolerable degree of insolence and vanity. 
By the ferocity of his features, and audacity of 
his behaviour, he had obtained a reputation for 
the most undaunted courage, which had been 
confirmed by divers adventures, in which he had 
humbled the most assuming heroes of his own 
fraternity ; so that he now reigned chief hector 
of the place with unquestioned authority. 

With this son of fortune was Peregrine one 
evening engaged at play, and so successful that 
he could not help informing his friend of his 
good luck. Godfrey, hearing the description of 
the loser, immediately recognized the person 
whom he had known at Tunbridge ; and assur* 
ing Pickle that he was a sharper of the first 
water, cautioned him against any further con- 
nection with such a dangerous companion, who, 
he affirmed, had suffered him to win a small 
sum, that he might be encouraged to lose a 
much greater upon some other occasion. 

Our young gentleman treasured up this advice ; 
and, though he did not scruple to give the 
gamester an opportunity of retrieving his loss, 
when he next day demanded revenge, he abso- 
lutely refused to proceed, after he had refunded 
his winning. The other, who considered him as 
a hot-headed, unthinking youth, endeavoured to 
inflame his pride to a continuance of the game, 
by treating his skill with scorn and contempt ; 
and, among other sarcastic expressions, advised 
him to go to school again, before he pretended 
to engage with masters of the art. Our hero, 
incensed at his arrogance, replied, with great 
warmth, that he knew himself sufhciently quali- 
fied for playing with men of honour, who deal 
upon the square: and hoped he should always 
deem it infamous either to leam or practise the 
tricks of a professed gamester. "Blood and 
thunder ! meaning me, sir ? " cried this artist, 
raising his voice and curling his visage into a 
most intimidating frown : " Zounds ! I'll cut the 
-throat of any scoundrel who has the presumption 
to suppose that I don't play as honourably as 
e'er a nobleman in the kingdom ; and I insist 
upon' an explanation from you, sir, or by hell 
and brimstone ! I shall expect other sort of 
satisfaction." Peregrine, whose blood by this 
time boiled within him, answered, without hesi- 
tation, ** Far from thinking your demand un- 



reasonable, I will immediately explaki riiyself' 
without reserve, and tell you, that, upon un- 
questionable authority, I Delieve you to be an 
impudent rascal and commoii cheat." 

The hector was so amajsed and confounded- at 
the freedom of this declaration, which he thought 
no man on earth would Venture to makef ift his 
presence, that, for some minutes, he cbuld not 
recollect himself;, but, at length, whispered a 
challenge in the ear of our hero, which was 
accordingly accepted. When they arrived next 
morning upon the field, the gamester, arming 
his countenance with all his terrors, advanced 
with a sword of a monstrous length, and, putting 
himself in a postute, called aloud, in a most 

terrific voice, **Draw, d ye, draw ! I will 

this instant send you to your fathers.'* The 
youth was not slow in complying with his de- 
sire : his weapon was unsheathed in a moment, 
and he began the attack With such unexpected 
spirit and address, that his adversary, having 
made shifl with great difficulty, to parry the 
first pass, retreated a few paces, and demanded 
a parley, in which he endeavoured to persuade 
the young man, that to lay a man of his cha- 
racter under the necessity of chastising his inso- 
lence, was the most rash and inconsiderate step 
that he could possibly have taken ; but that he 
had compassion upon his youth, and was willing 
to spare him, if he would surrender his sword 
and promise to ask pardon in public for the 
offence he had given. Pickle was so much 
exasperated at this unparalleled effrontery, that, 
without deigning to make the least reply, he 
flung his own hat in the proposer's face, and 
renewed the charge with such undaunted agility, 
that the gamester, finding himself in manifest 
hazard of his life, betook himself to his heels, 
and fled homewards with incredible speed, being 
closely pursued by Peregrine, who, having 
sheathed his sword, pelted him with stones as 
he ran, and compelled him to go that same day 
into banishnient from Bath, where he had domi- 
neered so long. 

By this achievement, which was the subject of 
astonishment to all the company, who had looked 
upon the fugitive as a person of heroic courage, 
our adventurer's reputation was rendered formid- 
able in all its circumstances, although he thereby 
disobliged a good many people of fashion, who 
had contracted an intimacy of friendship with the 
exile^ and who resented his disgrace as if it had 
been the misfortune of a worthy man. These 
generous patrons, however, bore a very small 
proportion to those who were pleased with the 
event of the duel, because, in the course of their 
residence at Bath, they had either been insulted 
or defrauded by the challenger. Nor was this 
instance of our hero's courage unacceptable to 
the ladies, few of whom could now resist the 
united force of such accomplishments. Indeed, 
neither he nor his friend Godfrey would have 
found nmch difficulty in picking up an agreeable 
companion for life; but Gauntlet's heart was 
pre-engaged to Sophy ; and Pickle, exclusive of 
his attachment to Emily, which was stronger 
than he himself imagined, possessed such a share 
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of ambition, as could not be satisfied with the 
conqipest of any fema!e he beheld at Bath. 

Pife visits were^ therefore, promiscuous, with- 
out anyother view than that of amusement ; and 
though his pride was flattered by the advances 
of the fair whom he had captivated, he never 
harboured one thought of proceeding beyond the 
limits of common gallantry, and carefully avoided 
all particular explanations. But what, above 
all other enjoyments, yielded him the most 
agreeable entertainment, was the secret history 
of characters, which he learned from a very ex- 
traordinary person, with whom he became ac- 
quainted in mis manner. 

Being at the house of a certain lady, on a 
visiting day, he was struck with the appearance 
of an old man, who no sooner entered the room 
than the mistress of the house very kindly desired 
one of the wits present to roast the old put. 
This petU-tnattrey proud of the emplojonent, went 
up to the senior, who had something extremely 
peculiar and significant in his countenance, and, 
saluting him with divers fashionable congis, ac- 
costed him in tliese words : " Your servant, you 
old rascal. I hope to have the honour of seeing 
you hanged. I vow to Gad I you look extremely 
shocking, with these gummy eyes, lantern jaws, 
and toothless chaps. What I you squint at the 
ladies, you old rotten medlar I Yes, yes, we 
understand your ogling ; but you must content 
yourself with a cook-maid, sink me ! I see you 
want to sit. These withered shanks of yours 
tremble under their burthen ; but you must have 
a little patience, old Hirco ! indeed you must. 
I intend to mortify you a little longer, curse me ! ** 

The company were so tickled with this address, 
which was delivered with much grimace and 
gesticulation, that they burst out into a loud fit 
of laughter, which they fathered upon a monkey 
that was chained in the room; and when the 
peal was over, the wit renewed hi^ attack, in 
these words : "I suppose you are fool enough to 
think this mirth was occasioned by Pug ; ay, 
there he is ! you had best survey him, — he is of 
your own family, switch me ! but the laugh was 
at your expense ; and you ought to thank Heaven 
for making you so ridiculous. " While he uttered 
these ingenious ejaculations, the old gentleman 
bowed alternately to him and the monkey, that 
seemed to grin and chatter in imitation of the 
beau ; and, with an arch solemnity of visage, 
pronounced, "Gentlemen, as I have not the 
honour to understand your ' compliments, they 
will be much better bestowed on each other." So 
saying, he seated himself, and had the satisfaction 
to see the laugh returned upon the aggi-essor, 
who remained confounded and abashed, and in 
a few minutes left the room, muttering as he 
retired, "The old fellow grows scurrilous, stap 
my breath ! " 

While Peregrine wondered in silence at this 
extraordinary scene, the lady of the house' per- 
ceiving his surprise, gave him to understand that 
the ancient visitant was utterly bereft of the sense 
of hearing; that his name was Cadwallader 
Crabtree ; his disposition altogether misanthro- 
pical ; and that he was admitted into company 



onaccotmt of tlw entertaimnent he afforded by 
his sarcastic observations, and the pleasant mis- 
taJces to which he was subject from his infirmity. 
Nor did our hero wait a long time for aA iUus* 
tration of this odd character. Every sentence 
he spoke was replete with gall ; nor did his 
satire consist in general reflections, but in a 
series of remarks, which had been made thi'ough 
the medium of a most whimsical peculiarity of 
opinion. 

Among those who were present at this assembly 
was ft young officer, who, having by dint of in- 
terest obtained a seat in the lower house, thought 
it incumbent upon him to talk of afiiairs of state, 
and accordingly regaled the company with an 
account of a secret expedition which the French 
were busied in preparing ; assuring them, that 
he had it from the mouth of the minister, to 
whom it had been transmitted by one of his 
agents abroad. In descanting upon the parti- 
culars of the armament, he observed, that they 
liad twenty ships ol the line ready manned and 
victualled at Brest, which were destined for 
Toulon, where they would be joined by as many 
more ; and from thence proceed to the execution 
of their scheme, which ne imparted as a secret 
not fit to be divulged. 

This piece of intelligence being communicated 
to all the company, except Mr. Crabtree, iidio 
suffered by his loss of hearing, that cynic was 
soon afber accosted by a lady, who, by means of 
an artificial alphabet, formed by a certain con- 
junction and disposition of the fingers, asked if 
he had heard any extraordinary news of late. 
Cadwallader, with his usual complaisance, re- 
plied that he supposed she took him for a courier 
or a spy by teasing him eternally with that 
question. He then expatiated upon the foolish 
curiosity of mankind, which, he said, must either 
proceed from idleness or want of ideas ; and re- 
peated almost verbatim the officer's information ; 
a vague, ridiculous report, invented by some 
ignorant coxcomb who wanted to give himself 
airs of importance, and believed only by those 
who were utterly unacquainted with the politics 
and strength of the French nation. 

In confirmation of what he had advanced, he 
endeavoured to demonstrate how impossible it 
must be for that people to fit out even the third 
part of such a navy so soon after the losses they 
had sustained during the war ; and confirmed 
his proof by asserting that, to his certain know- 
ledge, the harbours of Brest and Toulon could 
not at that time produce a squadron of eight 
ships of the line. 

The member, who was an utter stranger to 
this misanthrope, hearing his own asseverations 
treated with such contempt, glowed with con- 
fusion and resentment;' and, raising his voice, 
began to defend his own veracity with great 
eagerness and trepidation, mingling with his 
arguments many blustering invectives against the 
insolence and ill manners of his supposed con- 
tradictor, who sat with the most mortifying 
composure of countenance, till the officer's 
patience was quite exhausted ; and then, to the 
manifest increase of his vexation, h&was informed 
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that his antagonist was so deaf that, in all pro- 
bability, the last trumpet would make no im- 
pressions upon him without a previous renovation 
of his organs. 



CHAPTER LXXII. 

He cultivates an Acquaintance with the Misanthrope, who 
favours him with a short Sketch of his own History. 

Peregrine was extremely well pleased with 
this occasional rebuke, which occurred so sea- 
sonably that he could scarce believe it accidental. 
He looked upon Cadwallader as the greatest 
curiosity he had ever known, and cultivated the 
old man's acquaintance with such insinuating 
address, that in less than a fortnight he obtained 
his confidence. As they one day walked into 
the fields together, the man-hater disclosed him- 
self in these words : ".Though the term of our 
communication has been but short, you must 
have perceived that I treat you with uncommon 
marks of regard ; which, I assure you, is not 
owing to your personal accomplishments, nor 
the pains you take to oblige me ; for the first I 
overlook, and the last I see through ; but there 
is something in your disposition which indicates 
a rooted contempt for the world, and I under- 
stand you have made some successful efforts in 
exposing one part of it to the ridicule of the 
other. It is upon this assurance that I offer 
you my advice and assistance in prosecuting 
other schemes of the same nature ; and to con- 
vince you that such an alliance is not to be 
rejected,! will now give you a short sketch of my 
history, which will be published afler my death 
in forty-seven volumes of my own compiling. 

** I was born about forty miles from this 
place, of parents, who, having a very old family 
name to support, bestowed their whole fortune 
on my elder brother ; so that I inherited of my 
father little else than a large share of choler, to 
which I am indebted for a great many adventures 
that did not always end to my satisfaction. At 
the age of eighteen I was sent up to town, with 
a recommendation to a certain peer, who found 
means to amuse me with the promise of a com- 
mission for seven whole years ; and 'tis odds but 
I should have made my fortune by my persever- 
ance had not I been arrested and thrown into 
the Marshalsea by my landlord, on whose credit 
1 had subsisted three years, after my father had 
renounced me as an idle vagabond. There I 
remained six months among those prisoners who 
have no other support than chance charity ; and 
contracted a very valuable acquaintance, which 
was of great service to me in the future emergen- 
cies of my life. 

"I was no sooner discharged, in consequence 
of an act of Parliament for the relief of insolvent 
debtors, than I went to the house of my creditor, 
whom I cudgelled without mercy ; and that I 
might leave nothing undone of those things 
which I ought to have done, my next stage was 
to Westminstcr-hall, where I waited until my 
patron came forth from the House, -and saluted 



him with a blow that laid him senseless on the 
pavement : but my retreat was not so fortunate 
as I could have wished ; the chairman and lac- 
queys in waiting having surrounded and disarmed 
me in a trice, I was committed to Newgate, and 
loaded with chains ; and a very sagacious gen- 
tleman, who was afterwards hanged, having sat 
in judgment upon my case, pronounced me 
guilty of a capital crime, and foretold my con- 
demnation at the Old Bailey. His prognostic, 
however, was disappointed ; for nobody appear- 
ing to prosecute me at the next sessions, I was 
discharged by order of the court. It would be 
impossible for me to recount, in the compass of 
one day's conversation, all the. particular exploits 
in which I bore a considerable share ; suffice it 
to say, I have been at different times prisoner in 
all the gaols within the bills of mortality, and 
have broken from every round-house on this 
side Temple-bar. No bailiff, in the days of my 
youth and desperation, durst execute a writ upon 
me without a dozen followers ; and the justices 
themselves trembled when I was brought before 
them. 

'*I was once maimed by a carman, with whom 
I quarrelled, because he ridiculed my leek on 
St. David's-day ; my skull was fractured by a 
butcher's cleaver on the like occasion ; I have 
been run through the body five times, and lost 
the tip of my left ear by a pistol bullet. In a 
rencontre of this kind, having left my antagonist 
for dead, I was wise enough to make my retreat 
into France : and, a few da3rs after my arrival 
at Paris, entered into conversation with some 
officers on the subject of politics; a dispute 
arose, in which I lost my temper, and spoke so 
irreverently of the Grand Monarque, that next 
morning I was sent to the Bastille, by virtue of 
a lettre de cachet. There I remained for some 
months, deprived of all intercourse with rational 
creatures ; a circumstance for which I was not 
sorry, as I had the more time to project schemes 
of revenge against the tyrant who confined me, 
and the wretch who had betrayed my private 
conversation ; but, tired at length with these 
fruitless suggestions, I was fain to unbend the 
severity of my thoughts by a correspondence 
with some industrious spiders who had hung my 
dungeon with their ingenious labours. 

" I considered their work with such attention 
that I soon became an adept in the mystery of 
weaving, and furnished myself with as many 
useful oDservations and reflections on that art 
as will compose a very curious treatise, which I 
intend to bequeath to the Royal Society, for the 
benefit of our woollen manufacture ; and this 
with a view to perpetuate my own name, rather 
than befriend my country ; for, thank Heaven I 
I am weaned from all attachments of that kind, 
and look upon myself as one very little obliged 
to any society whatsoever. Although I presided 
with absolute power over this long-legged com- 
munity, and distributed rewards and punishments 
to each according to his deserts, I grew impa« 
tient of my situation; and my natural disposition 
one day prevailing, like a fire which had long 
been smothered, I wreaked the fury of my in- 
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dignation upon my innocent subjects, and in a 
twinkling destroyed the whole race. While I 
was employed in this general massacre, the 
turnkey, who brought me food, opened the 
door, and perceiving my transport, shrugged up 
his shoulders, and leaving my allowance, went 
out pronouncing, Le pauvre diable! la ttte lui 
toume. My passion no sooner subsided than I 
rssolved to profit by this opinion of the jailer, 
and from that day counterfeited lunacy with 
such success, that in less than three months I 
was delivered from the Bastille, and sent to the 
galleys, in which they thought my bodily vigour 
might be of service, although the faculties of 
my mind were decayed. Before I was chained 
to the oar I received three hundred stripes by 
way of welcome, that I might thereby be ren- 
dered more tractable, notwithstanding I used all 
the arguments in my power to persuade them 
' I was only mad north north-west ; and, when 
the wind was southerly, knew a hawk from a 
handsaw.* 

" In our second cruise we had the good fortune 
to be overtaken by a tempest, during which the 
slaves were unbound, that they might contribute 
the more to the preservation of the galley, and 
have a chance for their lives in case of shipwreck. 
We were no sooner at liberty than, making 
our selves masters of the vessel, we robbed the 
officers, and ran her on shore among rocks on the 
coast of Portugal ; from whence I hastened to 
Lisbon, with a view of obtaining my passage in 
some ship bound for England, where, by this 
time, I hoped my affair was forgotten. 

"But, before this scheme could be accom- 
plished, my evil genius led me into company ; 
and, being intoxicated, I began to broach doc- 
trines on the subject of religion, at which some 
of the party were scandalized and incensed ; and 
I was next day dragged out of bed by the officers 
of the Inquisition, and conveyed to a cell in the 
prison belonging to that tribunal. 

' ' At my first examination, my resentment was 
strong enough to support me under the torture, 
which I endured without flinching ; but my reso- 
lution abated, and my zeal immediately cooled, 
when I understood, from a fellow-prisoner who 
groaned on .the other side of the partition, that 
in a short time there would be an auto dafe; in 
consequence of which I should, in all probability, 
be doomed to the flames, if I would not renounce 
my heretical errors, and submit to such penance 
as the church should think fit to prescribe. This 
miserable wretch was convicted of Judaism, which 
he had privately practised, by connivance, for 
many years» until he had amassed a fortune suffi- 
cient to attract the regard of the church. To 
this he fell a sacrifice, and accordingly prepared 
himself for the stake ; while I, not at all ambi- 
tious of the crown of martyrdom, resolved to 
temporize ; so that, when I was brought to the 
question the second time, I made a solemn recant- 
ation. As I had no worldly fortune to obstruct 
my salvation, I was received into the bosom of 
the church, and, by way of penance, enjoined 
to walk barefoot to Rome, m the habit of a 
pilgrim. 
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During my peregrination through Spain, I 
was detained as a spy, until I could procure cre- 
dentials from the Inquisition at Lisbon ; and be- 
haved with such resolution and reserve that, after 
being released, I was deemed a proper person to 
be employed in quality of a secret intelligencer at 
a certain court. This office I undertook without 
hesitation ; and, being furnished with money and 
bills of credit, crossed the Pyrenees with inten- 
tion to revenge myself upon the Spaniards for the 
severities I had undergone during my captivity. 

" Having, therefore, effectually disguised my- 
self by a change of dress, and a large patch on 
one eye, I hired an equipage, and appeared at 
Bologna in equality of an itinerant physician ; in 
which capacity I succeeded tolerably well, till 
my servants decamped in the night with my bag- 
gage, and left me in the condition of Adam. In 
short, I have travelled over the greatest part of 
Europe, as a beggar, pilgrim, priest, soldier, 
gamester, and quack ; and felt the extremes of 
indigence and opulence, with the inclemency of 
weather in all its vicissitudes. I have learned 
that the characters of mankind are everywhere 
the same ; that common sense and honesty bear 
an infinitely small proportion to folly and vice ; 
and that life is at best a paltry province. 

'* After having suffered innumerable hardships, 
dangers, and disgraces, I returned to London, 
where I lived some years in a garret, and picked 
up a subsistence, such as it was, by vending 
purges in the streets, from the back of a pied 
horse ; in which situation I used to harangue the 
mob in broken English, under pretence of being 
a High German doctor. 

** At last an uncle died, by whom I inherit an 
estate of three hundred pounds per annum, though, 
in his lifetime, he would not have parted with 
a sixpence to save my soul and body from per- 
ditioHi 

" I now appear in the world, not as a member 
of any community, or what is called a social 
creature, but merely as a spectator, who enter- 
tains himself with the grimaces of a jack-pudding, 
and banquets his spleen in beholding his enemies 
at loggerheads. That I may enjoy this disposi- 
tion, abstracted from all interruption, danger, and 
Participation, I feign myself deaf ; an expedient 
y which I not only avoid all disputes, and their 
consequences, but also become master of a thou- 
sand little secrets, which are every day whispered 
in my presence, without any suspicion of their 
being overheard. You saw how I handled that 
shallow politician at my lady Plausible's the other 
day. The same method I practise upon the crazed 
Tory, the bigot Whig, the sour, supercilious pe- 
dant, the petulant critic, the blustering coward, 
the fawning tool, the pert pimp, sly shai-per, and 
eveiy other species of knaves and fools with 
which this kingdom abounds. 

'* In consequence of my rank and character I 
obtain free admission to the ladies, among whom 
I have acquired the appellation of the Scandalous 
Chronicle. As I am considered, while silent, in 
no other light than that of a footstool or elbow- 
chair, they divest their conversation of all re- 
straint before me, and gratify my sense of hearing 
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with strange tilings, which, if I could prevail 
upon myseS" to give the world that satisfaction, 
would compose acurious piece of secret history,and 
exhibit a quite different idea of characters from 
what is commonly entertained. 

** By this time, young gentleman, you may per- 
ceive that I have it in my power to be a valuable 
correspondent, and that it will be your interest to 
deserve my confidence." 

Here the misanthrope left off speaking, desir- 
ous to know the sentiments of our hero, who 
embraced the proffered alliance in a transport of 
joy and surprise ; and the treaty was no sooner 
concluded, than Mr. Crabtree began to perform 
articles, by imparting to him a thousand delicious 
secrets, from the possession of which he promised 
himself innumerable scenes of mirth and enjoy- 
ment. By means of this associate, whom he 
considered as the ring of Gyges, he foresaw that 
he should be enabled to penetrate, not only into 
the chambers, but even to the inmost thoughts 
of the female sex. In order to ward off suspicion, 
they agreed to revile each other in public, and 
meet at a certain private rendezvous, to communi- 
cate their mutual discoveries, and concert their 
future operations. 

But, soon after this agreement, our adventurer 
was summoned to the garrison by an express 
from his friend Hatchway, representing that the 
commodore lay at the point of death ; and, in 
less than an hour after the receipt of this melan- 
choly piece of news, he set out post for his 
uncle's habitation, having previously taken leave 
of Crabtree, who promised to meet him in two 
months in London ; and settled a correspondence 
with Gauntlet, who proposed to remain at Bath 
during the rest of the season. 



CHAPTER LXXIII. 

Peregrine arrives at the Garrison, where he receives the 
last Admonitions of Commodore Trunnion, who next 
day resigns his Breath, and is buried according to his 
own Directions — Some Gentlemen in the Country 
make a fruitless Attempt to accommodate Matters 
betwixt Mr. Gamaliel Pickle and his eldest Son. 

About four o'clock in the morning our hero 
arrived at the garrison, where he found his gener- 
ous uncle in extremity, supported in bed by Julia 
on one side and Lieutenant Hatchway on the 
other, while Mr. Jolter administered spiritual 
consolation to his soul, and between whiles com- 
forted Mrs. Trunnion, who with her maid sat by 
the fire, weeping with great decorum ; the phy- 
sician having just taken his last fee and retired, 
after pronouncing the fatal prognostic, in which 
he anxiously wished he might be mistaken. 

Though the commodore's speech was inter- 
rupted by a violent hiccough, he still retained 
the use of his senses, and when Peregrine ap- 
proached, stretched out his hand with manifest 
signs of siatisfaction. The young gentleman, 
whose heart overflowed with gratitude and affec- 
tion, could not behold such a spectacle unmoved. 
He endeavoured to conceal his tenderness, which, 
in the wildness of his youth, and in the pride of 



his disposition, he considered as a derc^tton 
from his manhood ; but, in spite of all his en- 
deavours, the tears gushed from his eyes, while 
he kissed the old man's hand ; and he ,was so 
utterly disconcerted by his grief, that when he 
attempted to speak, his tongue denied its office ; 
so tl^t the commodore, perceiving his disorder, 
made a last effort of strength, and consoled Irim 
in these words : — " Swab the spray from your 
bowsprit, my good lad, and coil up your spirits. 
You must not let the toplifls of your heart give 
way, because you see me ready to go down at 
these years : many a better man has foundered 
before he has made half my way ; thof I trust, 
by the mercy of God, I shall be sure in port in a 
very few glasses, and fast moored in a most 
blessed riding ; for my good friend Jolter hath 
overhauled the journal of my sins ; and, by tlie 
observation he hath taken of the state of my soul, 
I hope I shall happily conclude my voyage, and 
be brought up in the latitude of heaven. Here 
has been a doctor that wanted to stow me chock- 
full of physic ; but when a man's hour is come, 
what signifies his taking his departure with a 
'pothecary's shop in his hold? Those fellows 
come alongside of d3ring men like the messengers 
of the Admiralty with sailing orders ; but I told 
him as how I could slip my cable without his 
direction or as.sistance, and so he hauled off in 
dudgeon. This cursed hiccough makes such a 
rippling in the current of my speech, that mayhap 
you don't understand what I say. Now, while 
the sucker of my windpump will go, I would 
willingly mention a few things, which I hope 
you will set down in the log-book of your re- 
membrance, when I'm stiff, d'ye sec. There's 
your aunt sitting whimpering by the fire. I 
desire you will keep her tight, warm, and easy 
in her old age : she's an honest heart in her own 
way ; and thof she goes a little crank and humor- 
some, by being often overstowed with Nantz and 
religion, she has been a faithfiil shipmate to me,, 
and I dare say never turned in with another man 
since we first embarked in the same bottom. 
Jack Hatchway, you know the trim of her as 
well as e'er a man in England, and I believe she 
has a kindness for you ; whereby, if you two 
will grapple in the way of matrimony, when I 
am gone, I do suppose that my godson, for love 
of me, will allow you to live in the garrison all 
the days of your life." 

Peregrine assured him he would with pleasure 
comply with any request he should make in 
behalf of two persons whom he esteemed sa 
much. The lieutenant, with a waggish sneer, 
which even the gravity of the situation could not 
prevent, thanked them both for their good will, 
telling; the commodore he was obliged to him for 
his fnendship in seeking to promote him to the 
command of a vessel which he himself had worn 
out in the service ; that, notwithstanding, iie 
should be content to take charge of her, though 
he could hot help being shy of coming after such 
an able navigator. 

Trunnion, exhausted as he was, smiled at this 
sally, and, s^er some pause, resumed his admon- 
itions in this manner: — ''I need not talk of 
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Pipes, becao^ I know youUl do for liim, without 
my recoaufoendation. The fellow has sailed 
with me in many a hard gale, and I'll warrant 
him as stout a seaman as ever set face to the 
weather,; but I hope yoa^ll take care of the rest 
of my crew, .and not disrate them, after I am 
dead, in favour of new followers. As for that 
young woman, Ned Gauntlet's daughter, I'm 
informed as how^she is an excellent wench, and 
has a respect for you ; whereby, if you run her 
on board in an uidawfal way, I leave my curse 
upon' you, and . trust you will never prosper in 
the voyage of life ; but I believe you are more 
of an honest man than to behave so much like a 
pirate. I beg, of all love, you wool take care of 
your constitution, and beware of running foul of 
harlots, who are no better than so many mer- 
maids, that sit upon rocks in the sea, and hang 
out a fair face for the destruction of passengers ; 
thof I must say, for my own part, I never met 
with any of those sweet singers, and yet I have 
gone to sea for the space of thirty years. But, 
howsomever, steer your course clear of all such 

brimstone b s ; shun going to law as you 

would shun the devil ; and look upon all attor- 
neys as devouring sharks or ravenous fish of 
prey. As soon as the breath is out of my body, 
let minute guns be fired till I am safe under- 
ground. I would also be buried in the red jacket 
I had on when I boarded and took the Renummy, 
I^et my pistols, cutlass, and pocket-compass be 
laid in the coffin along with me. Let me be 
carried to the grave b^ my own men, rigged in 
the black caps and white shirts which my barge's 
crew were wont to wear ; and they must keep a 
good look out, that none of your pilfering rascal- 
lions may come and heave me up again, for the 
lucre of what they can get, until the carcase is 
belayed by a 'tombstone. As for the motto, or 
what you call it, I leave that to you and Mr. 
Jolter, who are scholars ; but I do desire that it 
may not be engraved in the Greek or Latin 
lingos, and much less in the French, which I 
abominate, but in plain English, that when the 
angel comes to pipe all hands at the great day, 
he may know that I am a British man, and speak 
to me in my mother tongue. And now I have 
no more to say, but God in heaven have mercy 
upon my soul, and send you all fair weather, 
wheresoever you are bound. " 

So saying, he regarded every individual 
around him with a look of complacency, and, 
closing his eye, composed himself to rest ; while 
the whole audience. Pipes himself not excepted, 
were melted with sorrow; and Mrs. Trunnion 
consented to quit the room, that she might not 
be exposed to the unspeakable anguish of seeing 
him expire. 

His last moments, however, were not so near 
as they imagined : he began to doze, and en- 
joyed small intervals of ease, till next day in the 
afternoon, during which remissions he was heard 
to pour forth many pious ejaculations, express- 
ing his hope that, for all the heavy cargo of his 
sins, he should be able to surmount the puttock- 
shrouds of despair, and get aloft to the cross- 
trees of God's good favour. At last his voice 



sank so low as not to be distinguished ; and 
having Iain about an hour almost without any 
perceptible signs of life, he gave up the ghost 
with a groan, which announced his decease. 

Julia was no sooner certified of this melancholy 
event, than she ran to her aunt's chamber, 
weeping aloud ; and immediately a very decent 
concert was performed by the good widow and 
her attendants. Peregrine and Hatchway re* 
tired till the corpse should be laid out ; and 
Pipes, having surveyed the body with a face of 
rueful attention, *' Well £ure thy soul ! old 
Hawser Trunnion," said he : " man and boy I 
have known thee these five-and-thirty years, and 
sure a truer heart never broke biscuit. Many a 
hard gale hast thou weathered ; but now thy 
spells are all over, and thy hull fairly laid up. A 
better commanded I'd never desire to serve ; and 
who knows but I may help to set up thy standing 
rigging in another world ? " 

All the servants of the house were affected 
with the loss of their old master, and the poor 
people in the neighbourhood assembled at the 
gate, and, by repeated bowlings, expressed their 
sorrow for the death of their charitable bene- 
factor. Peregrine, though he felt everything 
which love and gratitude could inspire on this 
occasion, was not so much overwhelmed with 
affliction as to be incapable of taking the man- 
agement of the family into his own hands. He 
gave directions about the funeral with great dis- 
cretion, afler having paid the compliments of 
condolence to his aunt, whom he consoled with 
the assurance of his inviolable esteem and affec- 
tion. He ordered a suit of mourning to be made 
for every person in the garrison, and invited all 
the neighbouring gentlemen to the burial, not 
even excepting his father and brother Gam, who 
did not, however, honour the ceremony with 
their presence; nor was his mother humane 
enough to visit her sister-in-law in her distress. 

In the method of interment, the commodore's 
injunctions were obeyed to a tittle ; and at the 
same time our hero made a donation of fifty 
pounds to the poor of the parish, as a benefaction 
which his uncle had forgotten to bequeath. 
Having performed these obsequies with the most 
pious punctuality, he examined the will, to which 
there was no addition since it had been first 
executed, adjusted the payment of all the lega- 
cies, and, being sole executor, took an account 
of the estate to which he had succeeded, and 
which, after all other deductions, amounted ta 
thirty thousand pounds. The possession of such 
a fortune, of which he was absolute master, did 
not at aU contribute to the humiliation of his 
spirit, but inspired him with new ideas of 
gi-andeur and magnificence, and elevated his 
hope to the highest pinnacle of expectation. 

His domestic affairs being settled, he was 
visited by almost all the gent&men of the coun- 
try, who came to pay their compliments of con- 
gratulation on his accession to the estate ; and 
some of them offered their good offices towards 
a reconciliation betwixt his father and him, 
induced by the general detestation which was 
entertained for his brother Gam, who was by 
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this time looked upon by his neighbours as a 
prodigy of insolence and malice. Our young 
squire thanked them for their kind proposal, 
which he accepted ; and old Gamaliel, at their 
entreaties, seemed very well disposed to an 
accommodation : but, as he would not venture to 
declare himself before he had consulted his wife, 
his favourable disposition was rendered alto- 
gether ineffectual by the instigations of that im- 
placable woman ; and our hero resigned all ex- 
pectation of being reunited to his father's house. 
His brother, as usual, took all opportunities of 



injuring his character by false aspersions and 
stories misrepresented, in order to prejudice his 
reputation ; nor was his sister Julia suffered to 
enjoy her good fortune in peace. Had he under- 
gone such persecution from an alien to his blood, 
the world would have heard of his revenge ; but, 
notwithstanding his indignation, he was too 
much tinctured with the prejudices of consan- 
guinity to lift his arm in judgment against the 
son of his own parents ; and this consideration 
abridged the term of his residence at the garrison, 
where he had proposed to stay for some months. 



.« 



J. FENIMORE COOPER.— 6d. each. 



I. 

9. 

s- 

5 
6. 

8. 
9- 

{ 



Tne Waterwitoh. 
The Pathfinder. (L. a.) 
The Deenlayer. (L. x.) 
liast of Mohioana. (L. 3.) 
Tbo PUot. 
The Praiiie. (L. sO 
The Spy. 
The Red Rover, 
xo. Homeward Bound. 
7. Eve Tifflngham, (Seq.) 

L.X to 



{ 



XX. The Two Adinirala. 


ao. PreeautloiL 


xa. Miles Walllngford. 


ax. The Oak Openings. 


x6. Afloat and Aahora. 


tz, Heidenmauer. 


(Sequel.) 


56. Mark's Reet 


X3. The Ploneen. (L. 4*) 


37. Ked Myers. 


14. Wyandotte. 


38. Satanstoe. 


X5. Lionel LinooUL 


59. The Bordeisfi^ 


17. The Bravo. 


74. Jack Tier. 


x8. The Sea Lions. 


77. Mercedes. 


19. The Headsman. 





3 aie the *' Leather-Stocking Tales.'* 



SIR WALTER SCOTT.— Cd. each. 



37. Guy Mannerlng. 

38. The Antiquary. 

39. Ivanhoe. 

40. Fortunes of Nig^ 

41. Heart of Midlothian. 
4a. Bride of Lammermoor. 

43. Waverley. 

44. Rob Roy. 
43. Senilworth. 



46. The Pirate. 

47. The Monastery. 

48. Old MortaUiy. 

53. Peverll of tbe Peak. 
34. Quentin Durwero. 
33. St Ronan's Weil. 
71. The Abbot. 
8x. The Black Dwarft 
86. Woodstock. 



87. AnneofOeientsla. 

88. Betrothed. 

89. Fair Maid of Perth. 

90. Surgeon's Daughter, 

ftc. 

91. The Talisman. 

9a. Count Robert of Paris. 
93. Redgauntlet 



MRS. RADCLIFFE.— ed. each. 

114. Romance of ^he Forest | X7. Mysteries of XTdplpho. 



xi6. The Italian. 



X18. 



Ditto. 



Parti. 
Parts, 



VARIOUS AUTHORS.--^ed. each. 



a9. Robinson Crusoe. Dbfob. 

3x. Colleen Bawn. Gbrald Griffin. 

32. Vicar of Wakefield. Goldsmith. 

33. Sketch Book. Washington Irving. 

34. Tristram Shandy. Stbrnb. 

35. A Sentimental Journey. Stbrnb. 

36. Kziglish Opium Eater. Db Quincby. 

49. Essays of Ella. Charles Lamb. 

50. Notre Dame. Victor Hugo. 



7a. QuUiver's Travels, 
xxo. Last Essays of EUa. 
X19. The Shadowless Man. 
xa4. Baron Trenck. 



Swift. 

C.LAMB. 



139. Swiss Family Robinson. 

144. Rory O'More. Lovbb. 

X43* Wild Irish GlrL Lady Morgan. 

146. Trials of Margaret Lyndsay. Pro- 
fessor Wilson. 

X3X. Two Years Before the Mast; or, 
A Sailor's Life at Sea. Dana. 

xsa. Valentine Vox. Vol. x. Cockton. 

X53- Dittp. Vol. a. Ditto. 

139. Frankenstein ; or. Tbe Modem Pro- 
metheus. 

x6o. The Scottish Chieflk Janb Portbb, 
Z92 pages. 

X63. Nightslde of Nature. Mrs. Crowb. 



AMERICAN HUMOROUS BOOKS*.~6d. each. 



as- 
94- 
as- 



Artemus Ward, his Book. 
Artemus "Ward, his Travels. 
The Nasby Papers. 
36. Major Jack Downing. 
27, The Biglow Papers. 
xia. Ditto. sndSerieSi 

a8. Orpheus O. Kerr. 
I XX. Hans Breitmansu 
1x3. Josh Bi]linc3. 

lao. Sayings and Z>olngs of Sam Slick. 

ist Series. 



lax. Sayings and Doings of Sam Slick. 

and Series, 
xaa. Ditto. 3rd Series. 

33. Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. 
83. Professor at the Breakfast Table. 
x64. The Poet at the Breakfast Table. 

O. W. Holiibs. 
X63. The Celebrated Jumping Frog. 

Mass Twain. 
166. Luck of RoaringCamp.BsBT Harts. 



167. Innocents Abroad. Majul Twain, 

WIDE, WIDE WORLD SERIES.— 6d. each. 

5. Queeohy. 

6. Uncle Tom's Oabln* 

7. The Lamplighter. 



I. The Prlnoe of the House of David. 

a. The Throne of David. 

S. The Pillar of Fire. 

4. The Wide, Wide Woirid. 



GEO£Q£ ROUTLEDOB & SONS, Broadway, Ludgate Hill, London* E.CL 



ROUTLEDGE'S 

SIXPENNY SERIES 

Under the above title, Messrs, GEORGE ROUTLEDGE 
Aj^D SONS are about to produce a series of the Cheapest 
Standard Books for Youth ever published in this or in aily 
other country. • Each book will contain from 64 to 80 large 
Pages, in Three Columns, Brevier Type, with from 40 to 80 
Illustrations, well Printed by the best London Printers, and 
Stitched in a Durable Paper Cover. 



I 



1, 



> > »•- < ■ 



The following Volumes are Just Eeady;— 

1. ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

With 40 Illustrations by J. D. WATSON. 80 pp. 

i. THE SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON. 

With 40 Illustrations. 

s. SANDFORD AND MERTON. 

With 70 Illustrations. 

t GRIMM'S FAIRY TALES. 

With 70 Illustrations. 

e. ANDERSEN'S FAIRY TALES. 

With 60 Illustrations. 

6. THE BOY'S OWN NATURAL HISTORY. 

With 300 Illustrations. 

7. iESOP'S FABLES. 

With 1 14 Illustrations by HARRISON WEIR. 

s. THE ARABIAN NIGHTS. 

With 40 Illustrations. 

Uniform in size with tlie Sixpenny Edition of the 

Ingoldsby Legends. 



%j!«e *_ • 



January^ 1882.] 

ROUTLEDGE'S 

SIXPENNY NOVELS 



WITHOUT ABRIDGMENT. 



ROUTLEDGE'S 6cL EDITION OP 

LORD LYTTON'S NOVELS. 

The Author's Copyright Revised Edition, in which are given the latest revisions and 
corrections made hv the Author, together with the Prefaces f^^'^rotetothe vartOKS EdtUans 
of his Novels published duHng his lifetime. No other 6cL EdiUon contains these 



Prefaces and Hevisions. 

132. Eugene Aram, with Three Prefaces. 

133. Godolphin. 

134. Last Days of Pompeii, with Two 

Prefaces. 
Z35, Hienzi, with Dedication and Two 
Prefaces. 

136. Ernest Maltravers, with a Preface; 

137. Paul Clifford, with Two Prefaces. 

138. Leila, Calderon the Courtier, and 

The Pilgrims of the Bhine, in 
One Volume. 



139. Falkland and Zicd, with a Prefatory 

Note. 

140. Pelham, with Dedication. 

141. The Disowned, with a Preface. 

142. Devereuz, with a Preface. 

143. Alice ; or, The Mysteries. Sequel to 

*' Ernest Maltravers." 

New Copyright Volumes. 

147. NIGHT AND MORNINQ. 

148. 2ANONI. 



CHARLES DICKENS.— 6d. each. 

131. Nicholas Nickleby. 
126. Oliver Twist. . 
125. Sketches by Boz. 



Parts. 



127. Pickwick Papers. Part i. 

128. Ditto. Part 2. 
130. Nicholas Nickleby. Part z. 

HENRY FIELDING.— 6d. each. 

Vol. I. I 156. Joseph Andrews. 

Vol. 2. I 157- Amelia. 

TOBIAS SMOLLETT.- 6d. each. 

51. Roderick Bandom. I 155. Peregrine Pickle. Vol. a. 

154. Peregrine Pickle. Vol. i. | 158. Humphry Clinker. 

W. H. MAXWELL.— Author's Edition —6d. each. 



67. Tom Jones. 

68. Ditto. 



149. Stories of Waterloo. 

150. The Bivouac : btories of the Penin- 

sular War. 



161. Captain Blake. 

162. Wild Sports of the West, 



Captain MARRYAT.— 6d. each. 



94. Peter Simple. 

95. The King's Own. 

96. Newton Porster. 

97. Jacob FaithfuL 

98. Frank Mildmay. 

99. Pacha of Many Tales. 



100. Japhet. 

loi. Midshipman Easy. 

102. The Dog Fiend. 

103. The Phantom Ship. 

104. Olla Podrida. 

105. The Poacher. 



Z06. PeroivsLl Keene. 

107. Monsieur Violet. 

108. Battlin, the Beefer. 
Z09. Valerie. 

123. The Pirate and the 
Three Cutters. 



EUGENE SUE.— ed. each. 



73. The Wandering Jew. 

Part I (The Transgression). 

75. Ditto. Part 2 (The Chastisement). 

76. Ditto. Part 3 (The Redemption). 



78. The Mysteries of Paris. 

Part I (Morning) 

79. Ditto. Part 2 (Noon). 

80. Ditto. Part 3 (Night). 






THE ADVENTURES 



OF 



PEREGRINE PICKLE 



IN WHICH ARE INCLUDED 




tmohn ai n ^abg 0f (^italitjr 



BY 

T. SMOLLETT, M.D. 

AUTHOR OF 'RODERICK RANDOM,' 



VOL. II 



LONDON 
GEORGE ROUTLEDGE AND SONS 

BROADWAY, LUDGATE HILL 

NEW YORK: 9, LAFAYETTE PLACE 

1882 



Xsi . 



ROUTLEDGE'S 

Sixpenny Hovels, Demy Svo.t ITnabridged. 



FIELDING'S NOVELS. 

JOSEPH ANDREWS, 
TOM JONES, Vol. i. 
TOM JONES, Vol. ii. 
AMELIA, 



SMOLLETT'S NOVELS. 

HUMPHRY CLINKER, 
PEREGRINE PICKLE, Vol. I. 
PEREGRINE PICKLE, VoL. IL 
RODERICK RANDOM, 



CONTENTS OF VOLUME II. 



CHAP. 
LXXIV. 

LXXV. 
LXXVI. 

LXXVII. 

LXXVIII. 

LXXIX. 

L.XXX. 



LXXXI. 
LXXXII. 



LXXXIII. 
LXXXIV. 

LXXXV. 

LXXXVI. 

I.XXXVII. 

LXXXVIII. 

LXXXIX. 

xc. 

XCI. 
XCII. 



PAG a 

The young Gentleman, having settled his Domestic AfTairs, arrives in London, and 
sets up a gay Equipage—He meets with Emilia, and is introduced to her Uncle . . 153 

He prosecutes his Design upon Emilia with great Art and Perseverance . . . . 155 

He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to a Masquerade, makes a treacherous 
Attempt upon her Affection, and meets with a deserved Repulse . . . . 156 

He endeavours to reconcile himself to his Mistress, and expostulates with the Uncle, 
who forbids him the House . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 159 

He projects a violent Scheme, in consequence of which he is involved in a most fatigu- 
ing Adventure, which greatly tends towards the Augmentation of his Chagrin . . 160 

Peregrine sends a Message to Mrs. Gauntlet, who rejects his Proposal — He repairs to 
the Garrison . . . . . . . . . , . . . , . . 163 

He returns to London, and meets with Cadwallader, who entertains him with many 
curious Particulars — Crabtree sounds the Duchess, and undeceives Pickle, who, by 
an extraordinary Accident, becomes acquainted with another Lady of Quality . . 164 

The Memoirs of a Lady of Quality . . . . . , . . . . . . 167 

He persuades Cadwallader to assume the Character of a Magician, in which he acquires 
a great Share of Reputation, by his Responses to three Females of distinction, who 
severally consult the Researches of his Art .. .. .. .. .. 2x4 

Peregrine and his Friend Cadwallader proceed in the Exercise of the Mystery of 
Fortune-telling, in the course of which they achieve various Adventures . . . . ci6 

The Conjurer and his Associate execute a Plan of Vengeance against certain Infidels 
who pretend to despise their Art ; and Peregrine achieves an Adventure with a 
young Nobleman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S2i 

Peregrine Ls celebrated as a Wit and Patron, and proceeds to Entertain himself at the 
Expense of whom it did concern . . . . . » . . .... 224 

Peregrine receives a Letter from Hatchway, in consequence of which he repairs to the 
Garrison, and performs the last Offices to hb Aunt — He is visited by Mr. Gauntlet, 
who invites him to his MaiTiage . . . . . . . . . . . . 226 

Peregrine sets out for the Garrison, and meets with a Nymph of the Road, whom he 
takes into keeping, and metamorphoses into a fine Lady . . . . . . 231 

He is visited by Pallet — Contracts an Intimacy with a Newmarket Nobleman — And is 
by the Knowing-ones taken in . . . . . . . . . . . . 234 

He is taken into the Protection of a great Man — Sets up for Member of Parliament — 
Is disappointed in his Expectation, and finds himself egregiously outwitted . . 236 

Peregrine commences Minister's Dependent — Meets by accident with Mrs. Gauntlet, 
and descends gradually in the Condition of Life . . . . . . . . 240 

Cadwallader acts the Part of a Comforter to his Friend ; and in his turn is consoled by 
Peregrine, who begins to find Iiimself a most egregious Dnpe . . . . • • 244 

He is indulged with a second Audience by the Minister, of whose Sincerity he is con- 
vinced—His Pride and Ambition revive, and again are mortified . . . . 246 



iv CONTENTS, 



CHAP. PACK 

xciii. Peregrine commits himself to the PubUc, and is admitted Member of a College of 

Authors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248 

xciv. Farther Proceedings of the College . . . . . . . . . . . . 251 

xcv. The young Gentleman is introduced to a Virtuoso of the first Order, and commences 

X dL76& •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ^SS 

xcvi. Peregrine, finding himself neglected by Sir Steady Steerwell, expostulates with him in 
a Letter ; in consequence of which he is forbid his House, loses his Pension, and 
incurs the Charge of Lunacy . . . . . . . . . . . . 258 

XCVI I. He writes against the Minister, by whose instigation he is arrested, and moves himself 

by Habeas Corpus into the Fleet . . . . . . . . . . . . 262 

XCVI 1 1. Pickle seems tolerably well reconciled to his Cs|ge ; and is by the Clergyman enter- 
tained with the IMemoics of ^a .noted tPeisonage, whom he .stes ^ <suicident in the 

A Iwd •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• 200 

xcix. He is surprised with the Appearance of Hatchway and Pipes, who take up their Habit- 
ation in his Neighbourhood, contrary to his Inclination and express Desire . . 287 
c. These Associates commit an Assault upon Crabtree, for which they are banished from 

the Fleet — Peregrine begins to feel the Effects of Confinement . . . . . . 290 

CI. He receives an unexpected Visit ; and the Clouds of Misfortune begin to separate . . 293 
cii. Peregrine reconciles himself to the Lieutenant, and renews his Connection with Society 
— Divers Plans are projected in his behalf; and he has occasion to exhibit a remark- 
able Proof of Self-denial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295 

-cm. He is engaged in a very Extraordinary Correspondence, which Is interrupted by a very 

unexpected Event . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 297 

CIV. Peregrine holds a Consultation with his Friends, in consequence of whidh he bids Adieu 

to the Fleet — He arrives at his Father's House, and asserts his Right of Inheritance ' 299 
cv. He performs the last Offices to his Father, and returns to London upon a very inter- 
esting Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 301 

cwi. He enjoys an Interview with Emilia, and makes himself ample Amends for all the 

Mortification of his Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303 



THE ADVENTURES 



OF 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 



PART 11. 



CHAPTER LXXIV. 

The young Gentleman, having settled his Domestic 
Aifairs, arrives in London, and sets up a gay Equi- 
nage — He meets with Emilia, and is introduced to 
her Uncle. 

His aunt, at the earnest solicitations of Julia 
and her husband, took up her quarters at the 
house of that afifectionate kinswoman, who made 
it her chief study to comfort and cherish the 
disconsolate widow; and Jolter, in expectation 
of the living, which was not yet vacant, remained 
in garrison, in quality of land-steward upon our 
hero's country estate. As for the lieutenant, our 
young gentleman communed with him in a serious 
manner about the commodore's proposal of taking 
Mrs. Trunnion to wife ; and Jack, being quite 
tired of the solitary situation of a bachelor, which 
nothing but the company of his old commander 
could have enabled him to support so long, far 
from discovering aversion to the match, observed, 
with an arch smile, that it was not the first time 
he had commanded a vessel in the absence of 
Captain Trunnion ; and therefore, if the widow 
was willing, he would cheerfully stand by her 
helm, and, as he hoped the duty would not be of 
long continuance, do his endeavour to steer her 
safe into port, where the commodore might come 
on board, and take charge of her again. 

In consequence of this declaration, it was 
determined that Mr. Hatchway should make his 
addresses to Mrs. Trunnion, as soon as decency 
would permit her to receive them ; and Mr. 
Clover and his wife promised to exert their in- 
fluence in his behalf. Meanwhile, Jack was 
desired to live at the castle as usual, and assured, 
that it should be put wholly in his possession, as 
soon as he should be able to accomplish this 
matrimonial scheme. 

When Peregrine had settled all these points 
to his own satisfaction, he took leave of all his 
friends, and repairing to the great city, purchased 
a new chariot and horses, put Pipes and another 
lacquey into rich liveries, took elegant lodgings 
m Pall-mall, and made. a most remarkable ap- 
pearance among the people of fashion. It was 
owing to this equipage, and the gaiety of his 
personal deportment, that common fame, which 



is always a common liar, represented him as a 
young gentleman who had just succeeded to an 
estate of five thousand poimds per annum, by 
the death of an uncle ; that he was entitled to an 
equal fortune at the decease of his ov/n father, 
exclusive of two considerable jointures, which 
would devolve upon him at the demise of his 
mother and aunt. This report, false and ridicul- 
ous as it was, he could not find in his heart to 
contradict : not but that he was sorry to find 
himself so misrepresented; but his vanity would 
not allow him to take any step that might 
diminish his importance in the opinion of those 
who courted his acquaintance, on the supposition 
that his circumstances were actually as affluent 
as they were said to be. Nay, so much was he 
infatuated by this weakness, that he resolved to 
encourage the deception, by living up to the 
report ; and accordingly engaged in the most 
expensive parties of pleasure ; believing, that, 
before his present finances should be exhausted, 
his fortune would be effectually made by the 
personal accomplishments he should have occasion 
to display to the beau monde, in the course of his 
extravagance. In a word, vanity and pride were 
the ruling fcribles of our adventurer, who ima- 
gined himself sufficiently qualified to retrieve his 
fortune in various shapes, long before he could 
have any idea of want or difficulty. He thought 
he should have it in his power, at any time, to 
make prize of a rich heiress, or opulent widow : 
his ambition had already aspired to the heart of 
a young, handsome duchess dowager, to whose 
acquaintance he had found means to be intro- 
duced : or, should matrimony chance to be un- 
suitable to his inclinations, he never doubted 
that, by the interest he might acquire among the 
nobility, he should be favoured with some lucra- 
tive post, that would amply recompense him for 
the liberality of his disposition. There are many 
young men who entertain the same expectations, 
with half the reason he had to l^e so presumptuous. 
In the midst of those chimerical calculations, 
his passion for Emilia did not subside ; but. On 
the contrary, began to rage to such an inflam- 
mation of desire, that her idea interfered with 
eveiy other reflection, and absolutely disabled 
him from prosecuting the other lofty schemes 
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which his imagination had projected. He there- 
fore laid down the honest resolution of visiting 
her in all the splendour of his situation, in order 
to practise upon her virtue with all his art and 
address, to the utmost extent of his influence and 
fortune. Nay, so effectually had his guilty passion 
absorbed his principles of honour, conscience, 
humanity, and regard for the commodore's last 
words, that he was base enough to rejoice at the 
absence of hi&- friend Godf|:ey, who, being then 
with his regiment inr Ireland, could not dive into 
his purpose, or take measures for frustrating his 
vicious design. 

Fraught with these heroic sentiments, he de- 
termined to set out for Sussex in his chariot and 
six, attended by his valet-de-chambre and two 
footmen; and, as he was now sensible that in 
his last essay he had mistaken his cue, he de- 
termined to change his battery, and sap the fortress 
by the most submissive, soft, and insinuating 
behaviour. 

On the evening that preceded this proposed 
expedition, he went into one of the boxes at the 
playhouse, as usual, to show himself to the 
ladies ; and, in reconnoitering the company 
through a glass (for no other reason, but because 
it was fashionable tO" be purblind), perceived his 
mistress, very plainly dressed, in one of the seats 
above the stage, talking to another young woman 
of a very homely appearance. Though his heart 
beat the alarm with the utmost impatience at 
sight of his Emilia, he was for 'some minutes 
deterred from obeying the impulse of his love, 
by the presence of some ladies of fashion, who, 
he feared, would think the worse of him, should 
they see him make his compliment in public to 
a person of her figure. Nor would the violence 
of his inclination have so far prevailed over his 
pride, as to lead him thither, had not he recol- 
lected, that his quality-friends would look upon 
her as some handsome abigail, with whom he 
had an affair of gallantry, and of consequence 
give him credit for the intrigue. 

Encouraged by this suggestion, he complied 
with the dictates of love, and flew to the place 
where his charmer sat. His air and dress were 
so remarkable, that it was almost impossible he 
should have escaped the eyes of a curious ob- 
server, especially as he had chosen a time for 
coming in, when his entrance could not fail to 
attract tlie notice of the spectators ; I mean, 
when the whole house was hushed in attention 
to the performance on the stage. Emilia, there- 
fore, perceived him at his first approach: she 
found herself discovered by the direction of his 
glass ; and, guessing his intention by his abrupt 
retreat from the box, summoned all her fortitude 
to her aid, and prepared for his reception. He 
advanced to her with an air of eagerness and 
joy, tempered with modesty and respect, and 
expressed his satisfaction at seeing her with a 
seeming reverence of regard. Though she was 
extremely well pleased at this unexpected be- 
haviour, she suppressed the emotions of her 
heart, and answered his compliments with affected 
ease and unconcern, such as might denote the 
good humour of a person who meets by- accident 



with an indifferent acquaintance. After havings 
certified himself of her own good health, he very 
kindly inquired about her mother and Miss 
Sophy, gave her to understand that he had lately 
been favoured with a letter from Godfrey, and 
that he had actually intended to set out next 
morning on a visit to Mrs. Gauntlet, which (now 
that he was so happy as to meet with her) he 
would postpone, until he should have the pleasure 
of attending her to the country. After having 
thanked him for his polite intention, she told 
him that her mother was expected in town in a 
few days, and that she herself had come to 
London some weeks ago, to give her attendance 
upon her aunt, who had been dangerously ill, 
but was now pretty well recovered. «■ 

Although the conversation of course turned 
upon general topics, during the entertainment he 
took all opportunities of being particular with his 
eyes, through which he conveyed a thousand 
tender protestations. She saw, and inwardly 
rejoiced at the humility of his looks ; but, far 
from rewarding it with one approving glance, 
she industriously avoided this ocular intercourse, 
and rather coquetted with a young gentleman 
that ogled her from the opposite box. Peregrine's 
penetration easily detected her sentiments, and 
,hewas nettled at her dissimulation, which served 
to confirm him in his unwarrantable designs upon 
her person. He persisted in his assiduities with 
indefatigable perseverance ; when the play was 
concluded, handed her and her companion into 
a hackney-coach ; and with difficulty was per- 
mitted to escort them to the house of Emilia's 
uncle, to whom our hero was introduced by the 
young lady, as an intimate friend of her brother 
Godfrey. 

The old gentleman, who was nt> stranger to 
the nature of Peregrine's connection with his 
sister's family, prevailed upon him to stay supper, 
and seemed particularly well pleased with his 
conversation and deportment, which, by help of 
his natural sagacity, he wonderfully adapted to 
the humour of his entertainer. After supper, 
when the ladies were withdra^vn, and the citizen 
called for his pipe, our sly adventurer followed 
his example. Though he abhorred the plant, 
he smoked with an air of infinite satisfaction, 
and expatiated upon the virtues of tobacco, as if 
he had been deeply concerned in the Virginia 
trade. In the progress of their discourse, he 
consulted the merchant's disposition ; and, the 
national debt coming upon the carpet, held forth 
upon the funds like a professed broker. When 
the alderman complained of the restrictions and 
discouragement of trade, his guest inveighed 
against exorbitant duties, with the nature of 
which he seemed as well acquainted as any 
commissioner of the aistoms ; so that the uncle 
was astonished at the extent of his knowledge, 
and expressed his surprise, that a gay young 
gentleman like him should have found either 
leisure or inclination to consider subjects so 
foreign to the fashionable amusements of youth. 

Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell 
him, that he was descended from a race of 
merchants ; and that, early in Itfe, he had made 
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it his buesness to instruct himself in the dlfierent 
branches of trade, which he. not only studied as 
his family profession^ but also as the source of all 
our national riches-aiid poweu He then launched 
out in pndsei of commei^cei. and the promoters 
thereof; and, by way of contrasti employed, all 
his ridicule in drawing such, ludicrous pictures of 
the manner* and education of what is called high 
life, that the trader's sides were shaken by 
laughter, even to the danger of his life ; and he 
looked upon our adventurer as a- miracle of 
sobriety and good sense. Havingthus ingratiated 
himself with the uncle, Peregrine took his leave, 
and next day in the forenoon visited the niece in 
his chariot, after she had been admonished by 
her kinsman to behave with circumspection, and 
cautioned against neglecting or discouraging the 
addresses of such a valuable admirer. 



CHAPTER LXXV. 

He prosecutes his Design upon Emilia with great Art 

and Perseverance. 

Our adventurer, having by his hypocrisy ob- 
tained free access to his mistress, began the 
siege, by professing the most sincere contrition 
for his former levity, and imploring her forgive- 
ness with such earnest application, that, guarded 
as she was against his flattering arts, she began 
to believe his protestations, which were even 
accompanied with tears; and abated a good 
deal of that severity and distance she had pro- 
posed to maintain during this interview. She 
would not, however, favour him with the least 
acknowledgment of a mutual passion, because, 
in the midst of his vows of eternal constancy and 
truth, he did not mention one syllable of wedlock, 
though he was now entirely master of his> own 
conduct ; and this consideration created a doubt, 
which fortified her against all his attacks ; yet, 
what her discretion would have concealed, was 
discovered by her eyes, which, in spite of all her 
endeavours, breathed forth complacency and 
love ; for her inclination was flattered by her 
own self-sufficiency, which imputed her admirer's 
silence, in that particular, to the hurry and 
perturbation of his spirits, and persuaded her 
that he could not possibly* regard her with any 
other than honourable intentions. 

The insidious lover exulted in the tenderness 
of her looks, from which he presiged a complete 
victory ; but, that he might iK)t> overshoot himself 
by his own precipitation, he would not run. the 
risk of declaring himself,^ until her heart should 
be so far entangled within his; snares, as that 
neither the suggestions of honour, prudence, or 
pride should be able to disengage it. Armed 
with this resolution, he restrained the impatience 
of his temper within the limits of the most deli- 
cate deportment. After having solicited and 
obtained permission to attend her to the next 
opera, he took her by the hand, and, pressing it 
to his lips in the most respectful manner, w«nt 
away, leaving. her ia a. most' whimsical skate of 



suspense, chequered with; anj interesting vicissi- 
tude of hope and fear.. 

On the appointed, day, he appearal again 
about five o clock in the afternoon,, and- found 
her native charms so mvdi. improved by the 
advantage of dress, that he was transported with 
admiration and delight ; and while he^conducted 
her to the Haymarket, could soaroe bridle the 
impetuosity of his passion, so as to observe the 
forbearing maxims he had adopted. When she 
entered the pit, he had abundance of food for the 
gratification of his vanity ; for, in a moment, she 
eclipsed all the female part of the. audience, each 
individual allowing in her own^ heart that the 
stranger was by far the handsomest woman there 
present, except herself. 

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a' double 
(triumph: he was vain- of this opportunity to 
enhance his reputation for gallantry among the 
■ladies of fashion who knew him, and pit>ud of 
an occasion to display his quality-acquaintance 
to Emilia, that she might entertain the greater 
idea, of the conquest she had'made^ and pay the 
more deference to his importance in the sequel of 
his addresses. That he might profit as much 
as possible by this situation, he went up and' 
I accosted every person in the pit with whom he ^ 
ever had the least communication, whispered 
and laughed with an affected air of familiarity,, 
and even bowed at a distance to some of the 
nobility, on the slender foundation of having 
stood near them at courty or presented them with 
a pinch of rappee at White's chocolate-house. 

This ridiculous ostentation, though now prac- 
tised with a view of promoting his design, was a 
weakness that, in some degree, infected the 
whole of his behaviour; for nothing gave him 
so much joy in conversation as an opportunity 
of giving the company to understand how well 
he was with persons of distinguished' rank and 
character : he would often, for exanfple; observe, 

as it were occasionally, that the duke of G 

was one of the best-natured men' in the world, 
and illustrate this assertion by some* instance of 
his affability, in which he himself wasf eottcemed ; 
then, by an abrupt transition^ he wotll($ repeat 
some repartee of Lady T—— j and' men^on a 
certain bon mot of the earl of G^— ,- Which was 
uttered in his hearing. 

Abundance of young men, in thiS' manner, 
make free with the names, though' they have 
never had access to the persdnsf. of thtt* nobility ; 
but this was not the case with- Fevegrine^ who, 
in consideration of his appeam&ce atS^ supposed 
fortune, together with theadvantage of his intro- 
duction, was by this- tim^e: freely admitted to the 
tables of the great. 

In his return ivitiv Emillft. from' the opera, 
though he still maintained^ the most setupttlous 
decorum in his- behaviour, be plied^ her* with the 
most passionate expfession^jof lo*P^ squeezed her 
hand with great fervency, protested ttiftt his 
whole, soul was engrossed by her idea, and that 
he could not exist independent of her favour. 
Heased as she* was with his warm a^ pathetic 
addi«sses, together with the respectfiil nsanner of 
1 his* making laye,- she yct4Md^ur«deBe#ttad;^ usiq*- 
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lution sufficient to contain her tenderness, which 
was ready to run over, being fortified against his 
arts by reflecting that, if his aim was honourable, 
it was now his business to declare it On this 
consideration, she refused to make any serious 
reply to his earnest expostulations, but affected 
to receive them as the undetermined efliisions of 
gallantry and good breeding. 

This fictitious gaiety and good humour, though 
it baffled his hope of extorting from her an 
acknowledgment of which he might have taken 
an immediate advantage, nevertheless encouraged 
him to observe, as the chariot passed along the 
Strand, that the night was far advanced; that 
supper would certainly be over before they could 
reach her uncle's house ; and to propose that he 
should wait upon her to some place where they 
might be accommodated with a slight refresh- 
ment. She was offended at the freedom of this 
proposal, which, however, she titated as a joke, 
thanking him for his courteous offer, and assuring 
him, that when she should be disposed for a 
tavern treat, he alone should have the honour of 
bestowing it. 

Her kinsman being engaged with company 
abroad, and her aunt retired to rest, he had the 
good fortune to enjoy a tite-^-tSfeyriih her during 
a whole hour, which he employed with such 
consummate skill, that her caution was almost 
overcome. He not only assailed her with the 
artillery of sighs, vows, prayers, and tears, but 
even pawned his honour in behalf of his love. 
He swore, with many imprecations, that although 
her heart were surrendered to him at discretion, 
there was a principle within him which would 
never allow him to injure such innocence and 
beauty ; and the transports of his passion had, 
upon this occasion, so far overshot his purpose, 
that, if she had demanded an explanation, while 
he was thus agitated, he would have engaged 
himself to her wish by such ties as he could not 
possibly break, with any regard to his reputa- 
tion ; but from such expostulation she was de- 
terred, partly by pride, and partly by the dread 
of finding herself mistaken in such an interesting 
conjecture. She therefore enjoyed the present 
flattering appearance of her fate ; was prevailed 
upon to accept the jewels, which he purchased 
with part of his winning at Bath; and", with the 
most enchanting condescension, submitted to a 
warm embrace when he took his leave, after 
having obtained permission to visit her as often as 
his inclination and convenience would permit. 

In his return to his owa lodgings, he was 
buoyed up with his success to an extravagance of 
hope, already congratulated himself upon his 
triumph over Emilia's virtue, and began to pro- 
ject future conquests among the most dignified 
characters of the female sex. But his attention 
was not at all dissipated by these vain reflections : 
he resolved to concentrate the whole exertion of 
his soul jipon the execution of his present plan, 
desisted, in the mean time, from all other schemes 
of pleasure, interest, and ambition, and took 
lodgings in the city for the more commodious 
accomplishment of his purpose. While our lover's 
imagination was thus agreeably regaled, his mis- 



tress did not enjoy her expectations without the 
intervention of doubts and anxiety. His silence 
touching the final aim of his addresses was a 
mystery on which she was afraid of exercising her 
sa^ctty ; and her uncle tormented her with in- 
quiries into the circumstances of Peregrine's pro- 
fessions and deportment. Rather than give this 
relation the least cause of suspicion, which must 
have cut off all intercourse betwixt her and her 
admirer, she said everything which she thought 
would satisfy his care and concern for her welfare; 
and, in consequence of such representation, she 
enjoyed, without reserve, the company of our ad- 
venturer, who prosecuted his plan with surprising 
eagerness and perseverance. 



CHAPTER LXXVI. 

He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to a Masquer- 
ade, makes a^ treacherous Attempt upon her Affection, 
and meets with a deserved Repulse. 

Scarce a night elapsed in which he did not con- 
duct her to some public entertainment. When, 
by the dint of his insidious carriage, he thought 
himself in full possession of her confidence and 
affection, he lay in wait for an opportunity ; and, 
hearing her observe in conversation that she had. 
never been at a masquerade, begged leave to 
attend her to the next ball ; at the same time ex- 
tending his invitation to the young lady in whose 
company he had found her at the play, she being 
present when this subject of discourse was intro- 
duced. He had flattered himself that this gentle- 
woman would decline the proposal} as she was a 
person seemingly of a demure disposition, who 
had been born and bred in the city, where such 
diversions are looked upon as scenes of lewdness 
and debauchery. For once, however, he reckoned, 
without his host ; curiosity is as prevalent in the 
city as at the court end of the town. Emilia no 
sooner signified her assent to his proposal, than 
her friend, with an air of satisfaction, agreed to 
make one of the partie ; and he was obliged to 
thank her for that complaisance which laid him 
under infinite mortification. He set his genius at 
work to invent some scheme for preventing her 
unseasonable intrusion. Had an opportunity 
offered, he would have acted as her physician, 
and administered a medicine that would liave 
laid her under the necessity of staying at home ; 
but his acquaintance with her being too slight to 
furnish him with the means of executing this ex- 
pedient, he devised another, which was practised 
with all imaginable success. Understanding that 
her grandmother had left her a sum of money 
independent of her parents, he conveyed a letter 
to her mother, intimating that her daughter, on 
pretence of going to the masquerade, intended to 
bestow herself in marriage to a certain person, 
and that in a few days she would be informed of 
the circumstances of the whole intrigue, provided 
she would keep this information secret, and con- 
trive some excuse for detaining the young lady 
at home, without giving her cause to believe she 
was apprised of her intention. This billet, sub- 
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scribed ** Your well-wisher and unknown humble 
servant/* had the desired effect upon the careful 
matron, who, on the ball-day, feigned herself 
so extremely ill, that miss could not, with any 
decency, quit her mamma's apartment ; and 
therefore sent her apology to Emilia in the after- 
noon, immediately after the arrival of Peregrine, 
who pretended to be very much afflicted with the 
disappointment, while his heart throbbed with a 
transport of joy. 

About ten o'clock the lovers set out for the 
Haymarket, he being dressed in the habit of Pan* 
taloon, and she in that of Columbine ; and they 
had scarce entered the house, when the music 
struck up, the curtain was withdrawn, and the 
whole scene displayed at once to the admiration 
of Emilia, whose expectation was infinitely sur- 
passed by this exhibition. Our gallant, having 
conducted her through all the different apart- 
ments, and described the economy of the place, 
led her into the circle, and in their turn they 
danced several minuets : then, going to the side- 
board, he prevailed upon her to eat some sweet- 
meats and drink a glass of Champagne. Afler a 
second review of the company, they engaged in 
country-dances, at which exercise they continued, 
until our adventurer concluded that his partner's 
blood was sufficiently warmed for the prosecution 
of his design. On this supposition, which was 
built upon her declaring that she was thirsty and 
fatigued, he persuaded her to take a little refresh- 
ment and repose ; and, for that purpose, handed 
her down-stairs into the eating-room, where, 
having seated her on the floor, he presented her 
with a glass of wine and water ; and, as she 
complained of being faint, enriched the draught 
with some drops of a certain elixir, which he 
recommended as a most excellent restorative, 
though it was no other than a stimulating tinc- 
ture, which he had treacherously provided for the 
occasion. Having swallowed this potion, by 
which her spirits were manifestly exhilarated, she 
ate a slice of ham, with the wing of a cold pullet, 
and concluded the meal with a glass of Burgundy, 
which she drank at the earnest entreaty of her 
admirer. These extraordinary cordials co-oper- 
ating with the ferment of her blood, which was 
heated by violent motion, could not fail to affect 
the constitution of a delicate young creature, who 
was naturally sprightly and volatile. Her eyes 
began to sparkle with unusual fire and vivacity, 
a thousand brilliant sallies of wit escaped her, 
and every mask that accosted her underwent 
some smarting repartee. 

Peregrine, overjoyed at the success of his 
administration, proposed that they should re- 
sume their places at the country-dances, with a 
view to promote and assist the efficacy of his 
elixir; and when he thought her disposition was 

Eroperly adapted for the theme, began to ply 
er with all the elocution of love. In order to 
elevate his own spirits to that pitch of resolution 
which his scheme required, he drank two whole 
bottles of Bui^ndy, which inflamed his passion 
to such a degree, that he found himself capable 
of undertaking and perpetrating any scheme for 
the gratification of his desire. 



Emilia, wanned by so many concurring incen- 
tives in favour of the man she loved, abated 
considerably of her wonted reserve, listened to 
his protestations with undissembled pleasure, 
and, in the confidence of her satisfaction, eveni 
owned him absolute master of her affections* 
Ravished with this confession, he now deemed 
himself on the brink of reaping the delicious 
fruits of his art and assiduity ; and the morning 
being already pretty far advanced, assented with 
rapture to the first proposal she made of retiring 
to her lodgings. The blinds of the chariot being 
pulled up, he took advantage of the favourable 
situation of her thoughts; and, on pretence of 
being whimsical, in consequence of the wine he 
had swallowed, clasped her in his arms, and 
imprinted a thousand kisses on her pouting lips ; 
a freedom which she pardoned as the privil^[e 
of intoxication. While he thus indulged himself 
with impunity, the carriage halted, and Pipes 
opening the door, his master handed her into 
the passage before she perceived that it was not 
her uncle's house at which they had ali|;hted. 

Alarmed at this discovery, she, witl^ some 
confusion, desired to know his reason for con- 
ducting her to a strange place at these hours ; 
but he made no reply, until he had led her into 
an apartment, where he gave her to understand, 
that as her uncle's family must be disturbed by 
her going thither so late in the night, and the 
streets near Temple-bar were infested by a mul- 
titude of robbers and cut-throats, he had ordered 
his coachman to halt at this house, which was 
kept by a relation of his, a mighty good sort 
of a gentlewoman, who would be proud of an 
opportunity to accommodate a person for whom 
he \\*as known to entertain suc^ tenderness and 
esteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to be imposed 
upon by this plausible pretext ; in spite of her 
partiality for Peregrine, which had never been 
inflamed to such a pitch of complacency before, 
she comprehended his whole plan in a twinkling. 
Though her blood boiled with indignation, she 
thanked him with an affected air of serenity for 
his kind concern, and expressed her obligation 
to his cousin; but, at the same time, insisted 
upon going home, lest her absence should terrify 
her uncle 4nd aunt, who she knew would not 
retire to rest till her return. 

He urged her, with a thousand remonstrances, 
to consult her own ease and safety, promising to 
send Pipes into the city for the satisfaction of 
her relations; but, finding her obstinately 'deaf 
to his entreaties, he assured her that he would in 
a few minutes comply with her request ; and, in 
the mean time, begged she would fortify herself 
against the cold with a cordial, which he poured 
out in her presence, and which, now that her 
suspicion was aroused, she refused to taste, not- 
withstanding all his importunities. He then fell 
upon his knees before her, and, the tears gushing 
from his eyes, swore that his passion was wound 
up to such a pitch of impatience, that he could 
no longer live upon the unsubstantial food of 
expectation ; and that, if she would not vouch- 
safe to crown his happiness^ he would forthwith 
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sacrifice himsdf to her disdaixi. Sudi an abrupt 
address, <ajocenipaniQd:^ith all the symptoms of 
fvantic agitatkm, tjould not fail to perplex and 
affright the gentle Emilia, who, after -some 
reeollection, replied, with a resolute tone, that 
■she could not see vAiAt reason he had to com- 
plain of herreserve, %vhieh she was not «t liberty 
to lay entinSlyaaidieimtil he should have avowed 
iiis intentions in foon, and obtained the sanction 
of those whom it was her duty to obey. ' ' Divine 
.creature!" cried he, seizing her hand, and press-; 
ing it to hi&'lips, "it is from yon alone I hope 
forthiat condesoension, which would overwhelm 
me withr^tfansports of celestial bliss. The senti- 
ments of ^parentsaie sordid, silly, and confined; 
■seek AOt then to subject my passion to such lt}w ' 
restrictions asu^ere calculated for the purposes! 
of -common 'life. 'My love is too delicate and 
vefined to wear those vi^gar fetters, which serve 
only to destroy ihe merit of voluntary affection, 
and to upbraid a man incessantly with the 
articles of oompalsion under which he lies. My 
dear angel ! spare me the mortification of being 
compelled to love you, and reign sole empress 
of my heart and fortune. I will not affront you 
so much as to talk of settlements ; my all is at 
your disposal In this pocket-book are notes to 
the amount of two tiionsand pounds ; ^o me the 
pleasure to aceept of them : to-morrow 1 will 
lay ten>thousand move 4n 'your lap. In a word, 
you shall be -mistress of nry whole estate, and I 
shall think mysdf happy in living dependent on 
your 'bounty. " 

Heavens ! <what were the emotions of the 
virtuous, the sensible, the delicate, the tender 
Smilta's heart, 'When she heard this insolent 
deelanction-temcthe mouth of a man whom she 
had honoured ,with her affection and esteem ! 
It was not^amplyliotror, grief, or indignation 
that ^e i'Ati in consequence of this unworthy 
treatment, but the mtited pangs of all together, 
which produced a sort of hysteric lat^h, while 
die told him she:conld not help admiring his 
generosity. 

Deceived %|r^^is convulsion, and the ironical 
compliment that attended it, the lover thought 
he had already made great progress in his opera- 
tions, and 'diat'it'Wfls new -his business to storm 
the ion ^hy a vigorous 'assault, that he might 
spare her the confusion of yielding -Without re- 
sistance. 'Possessed by this vain si^estion, he 
stasted <ttp,<«nd, folding her in his arms, began 
to '^fbey-^ fRtous dictate of his unruly and 
ungenerous desire. With an air of cool deter- 
mination, ^^he demanded a padey; and when, 
upon -her "repeated 'request, he granted it, ad- 
dressed henelf to him m- these words, nvhile her 
eyes gleamed'with idl the dignity^tf the most 
aiMitfitl ressntmefit »M. 

. "«< Sir, I soomto tl^^Mraid yon wi&a l«pet2tfon 
of 'year former *vews«nd protestaittons, nor will 
I 'veoaepkttlatethelietle atts you have practised 
te ensnare my iieart; because,' though, by dint 
of the mo8t-)>erfidio«s dissimulatioa, you 'have 
foundmenntf^ovdeeelvefny opinion, your utmost 
efibrtar havemfver been able to lull the vigilance 
of n7:iMai«»t,'orto.en8«8e'ittriUi<9etieH beyond 



the 'power of discarding you witho«it a tear, 
whenever my honour should demand such a 
sacrifice. Sir, you aretmwerthy of my concern 
or-regvet, and the sigh that *now struggles from 
my breast is the readt *0f sorrow for my own 
want of disoemment. As for your present at- 
tempt upon my chastity, I despise your power, 
as I detest yoar intention. Though, under the 
mask of the most delicate respect, you have de- 
coyed me from the immediate protection of my 
friends, and contrived -other impious stratagems 
to ruin my peace and reputation, I confide too 
much in my own innocence, and the authority of 
the law, to- admit one thought of foar, much less 
to'sink.nnder the horror of this-shocking; situa- 
tion, into -which I have been seduced. Sir, 
-your behaviouron thisoccasion is, in all respects, 
low and contemptible ; for, ruffian as you are, 
you^ursttiot harbour one thonght of executiag 
your execrable scheme while you knew my 
brother was near •enough to protect or revenge 
the insult; so .that jou must not only be a 
treacherous villain, but also a most despicable 
coward." 

Having expressed herself in this -manner, with 
a most majestic severity of -aspect, she opened 
the door, and walking down^stairs with surprising 
resolution, (Committed hersdf to the care of a 
watchman. Who accommodated her with a 
haCkney-chair, in which she was safely conveyed 
to her -uncle's house. 

Meanwhile, the lover was so confounded and 
overawed by these ctrtting reproaches and her ani- 
mated behavk)ur, that all liis resolution forsook 
him, •and he found 'hims<jlf not only incapable of 
obstracting- her "retreat, "but even of uttering one 
syllable to deprecate her wrsrfh, or extenuate the 
guilt ef hfts own ^conduct. "The fiature of his 
disapnointmettt, and the leeen remorse ^at 
seized him, when he reflected upon the dishon- 
ourable footing on wbidi his character stood 
with Emilia, raised sueh perturbation in his 
mind, ^at bis ^silence was succeeded by a violent 
fit of distraction,' during -which he raved like a 
bedlamite, and acted -a 'tfK)Usand extravagances, 
which convinced ' tfhe 'people of the house (a 
-certain bagnio), that he had actually lost his 
wits. "Pipes, with great concern, adopted the 
same opinion; and, bemg assisted by the waiters, 
hindered him "by main force from running out, 
and pursuing the feir fugitive, whom, in his de- 
lirium, 3ie altemsteiy cursed and commended, 
with horrid imprecations and lavish applause. 
His faithful valet, having -waited two whole 
hours, in ^ope of seeing this gust of passion 
overblown, .and perceiving that the paroxysm 
seemed rather to increase, "¥ery prudently sent 
for aphjrsiciim of his mastw's^ acqtointance, who, 
having considered theciteuRtetances-and symp- 
toms of the disonler, directed that he should be 
plentlfaMy blooded, without loss of thne, and 
prescrft)ed -a *dnm|^ to compose the tumult of 
hissphrits. ' These orders Ibefiig ' pnnctuaUx per- 
formed, Tie grew *TOore -calm and tractable, re- 
covered hisreflecfionso far«s to beaihamcd of 
the ecstasy 4re had undergone, and suffered him- 
self quietly to be midieswid ^«iid ^pot to bed, 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 



'59 



where the tfatigae occasioned by his exercise at 
the masqaevade eo^opemtsd with the present 
dissipation tof^his spirits to luH him into a pro- 
found -sleep, -'which tgr^tly 'tended to the pre- 
servation of his intellects ; ^ot that he ionnd 
himself in a state Of perfect tranquillity when he 
waked aboat noon. The remembrance of what 
had passed overwhelmed him with mortifteation ; 
Emilia's invectives still soanded in his ears ; and 
while he deeply reseated her disdain, he could 
not help admiring her spirit, and his heart did 
homage tocher charms. 



CHAPTER LXXVII. 

He endeavours to RscoiKile himself to his Mbtress, and 
Expostulates with the Uncle, who forbids him the 
House. 

In this .state iof division, he went home to his 
own lodgings in a chair ; and, while he deliber- 
ated with Mmself -whether he should relinquish 
the pmrsuit, and endeavonr to banish her idea 
from his breast,' or go immediately and humble 
himself before his .exasperated mistress, and offer 
his hand as .an atonement for his crime, his 
fiervant put. in ihis hand a packet, whit^ had 
been delivered by a .ticket-^porter at the door. 
He no sooner perceived that the superscription 
was in Emiliars hand-writing, than he guessed 
the nature of Ihe contents.; and, opening the seal 
with disordered eagerness, found the jewels he 
liad given* to her, enclosed in* a billet couched in 
thcs&wffiirdfis — 
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^Tluit I nay have -no cause to reproach mvself with 
having retained the least memorial of a wretch whom I 
equally despise and abhor, I take this opportunity of 
restonng these inefiectual instruments of his infamous 
design upon the honour of " Emilia." < 

His diagrin was -sd nmch galled and inflamed 
at the bitterness t>ftlus contemptuous message, 
that .he gnawed his. fingers till the blood ran over 
his nails, and even wept with vexation. Some-, 
times he vowed revenge against her haughty 
virtue, and reviled hixniself for his precipitate 
declaration, before his scheme was brought to 
matonty ; :then he would consider her behaviour 
with reverence and regard, and bow before the 
irresistible power of her attractions. In short, 
his breast^was torn by conflicting passions.; love, 
-shame, and remorse contended '%vith vanity, 
ambition, and revenge ; and the superiority was 
still doubtful, when heatdstrong desire interposed, 
and decided in &vottr.of an attempt toflvards a. 
reconciliation with the .offended fair. 

Impelled 'by this motive, he set out in the 
afternoon for^e;house of her imcle, not without 
hopes of thatiender .enjoyment which never fails 
to attend an accommodation betwixt two lovers 
of taste and sensibility. Though the conscious- 
ness of his trespass encumbered him with an air 
of suvkwsvd oonfnsion, he was too confident of 
his own qualifications and address, to despair of 
forgiveness ; and by the time he arrived at the 
citizen's gate, he had tx>nned a very artful and 
pftthetio harwigue^ iwhicb-teproposed :to. ntter ia 



his own behalf, laying the blame jof his conduct 
on the impetuosity of his passion, incensed by 
the Burgundy which he had too lilMtrally .drunk; 
but he did not ^meet' with .an opportunity to avaii 
himself of this preparation. Emilia, suspecting 
that he would take some jstep of this, .kind \» 
retrieve her favour, had gone abroad on pretence 
of visiting, after having signified to her kinsman 
her resolution to avoid the company of Peregrine^ 
on account of some ambiguities which, she said, 
were last night rematkable in his demeanour at 
the masquerade. She chose to insinuate her 
suspicions in these hints, rather than give an 
explicit detail of the young man's dishonoumble 
contrivance, which might have kindled the re- 
sentment of the family to some dangerous pitdi 
of animosity and revenge. 

Our adventurer, finding himself baffled iu >his 
-expectation of seeing her, inquired for the old 
gentleman. With whom he thought he had influ- 
ence enough to make his apology good, in case 
he should find him prepossessed by the young 
lady's .information. But here, too, he was dis- 
appointed ; the uncle had gone to dine in the 
country, and his wife was indisposed ; so that 
he had no pretext for staying in the house till 
the return of his charmer. Being, however, 
fruitful of expedients, he dismissed his chariot, 
and took possession of a room in a tavern, the 
windows of which fronted the merchant's gate ; 
and there he proposed to watch until he should 
see her approacli. Tliis scheme he put in prac- 
tice with indefatigable patience, though it was 
not attended with the expected success. 

Emilia, whose caution was equally vigilant and 
commendable, foreseeing that slie might be ex- 
posed to the fertility of his invention, came home 
by a private passage, and entered by a postern 
which was altog^Sier unknown to her admirer,; 
and her unde did not arrive until it was so late, 
.that he coukl not, with >any .decency,, demand a 

conference. 

Next morning, he did not fail to present him- 
self at the door ; and his mistress being denied 
by her own express direction, insisted upon see- 
ing the master of the house, who received him 
with such coldness of civility, as plainly gave 
him to understand that he was acquaint<»i witih 
the displeasure of his niece. He therefore, < with 
an air of candour, told the citizen, he could 
easily perceive, by his behaviour, that he was 
the confidant of ^iss Emily, of whom he was 
come to ask pardon for the offence he had given; 
and did not doubt, if he could be admitted to her 
presence, that he should be able to 'convince her 
that he had not erred intenticmally, or at least 
propose such reparationas would effectually atone 
for bis fault. 

To this remonstiance the ^ekendniit, wit)xout 
any ceremony or circumloctition, asiswered, that 
though he "was .ignorant of the nature of his 
offence, he was very certain that !t most have 
been something vexy ilagvant4lhKt could irritate 
his niece to such a degree i^fsaist a- person for 
whom she had formerly a most 'particular regard. 
He owned slie had declared her intention to xe- 
nounge hisaecpiaintancelbr tver, asid doubtless 
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she had good reason for so doing ; neither would 
he undertake to promote an accommodation^ 
unless he would give him full power to treat on 
the score of matrimony, which he supposed 
would be the only means of evincing his own 
sincerity, and obtaining Emilia's forgiveness. 
Peregrine's pride was kindled by this blunt declar- 
ation, which he could not help considering as the 
result of a scheme concerted betwixt the young 
lady and her uncle, in order to take the advan- 
tage of his heat. He therefore replied, with 
manifest signs of disgust, that he did not appre- 
hend there was any occasion for a mediator to 
reconcile the difference betwixt Emilia and him, 
and that all he desired was an opportunity of 
pleading in his own behalf. The citizen frankly 
told him, that as his niece had expressed an 
earnest desire of avoiding his company, he would 
not put the least constraint upon her inclination ; 
and in the mean time gave him to know that he 
was particularly engaged. Our hero, glowing 
with indignation at this supercilious treatment : 
"I was in the wrong," said he, "to look for 
good manners so far on this side of Temple-bar : 
but you must give me leave to tell you, sir, that 
unless I am favoured with an interview with Miss 
Gauntlet, I shall conclude that you have actually 
laid a constraint upon her inclination for some 
sinister purposes of your own." — "Sir," replied 
the old gentleman, *'you are welcome to make 
what conclusions shall fieem good unto your own 
imagination ; but pray be so good as to allow me 
the privilege of being master in my own house. " 
So saying, he very complaisantly showed him to 
the door ; and our lover, being diffident of his 
own temper, as well as afraid of being used with 
greater indignity, in a place where his personal 
prowess would only serve to heighten his. dis- 
grace, quitted the house in a transport of rage, 
which he could not wholly suppress, telling the 
landlord, that, if his age did not protect him, 
he would have chastised him for his insolent 
behaviour. 



CHAPTER Lxxvnr. 

He projects a violent Scheme, in consequence of which 
he IS involved in a most fati^^uing Adventure, which 
greatly tends towards the augmenUtion of his 
Chagrin. 

Thus debarred of personal communication with 
his mistress, he essayed to retrieve her good 
graces by the most submissive and pathetic letters, 
which he conveyed by divers artifices to her 
perusal ; but reaping no manner of beneSt from 
these endeavours, his passion acquired a degree 
of impatience little interior to downright frenzy; 
and he determined to run every risk of life, for- 
tune, and reputation, rather than desist from his 
unjustifiable pursuit. Indeed, his resentment 
was now as deeply concerned as his love, and 
each of these passions equally turbulent and loud 
in demanding gratification. He kept sentinels 
continually in pay, to give him notice of her out- 
goings, in expectation of finding some oppor- 
tunity to cany her oflf ; but her ciraimspection 



entirely frustrated this design ; for she suspected 
everything of that sort from a disposition lixe his, 
and regulated her motions accordingly. 

Baffled by her prudence and penetration, he 
altered bis plan. On pretence of being called td 
his country-house by some affair of importance, 
he departed from London, and, taking lodgings 
at a farmer's house that stood near the road 
through which she must have necessarily passed 
in her return to her mother, concealed himself 
from all intercourse, except with his valet-de- 
chambre and Pipes, who had orders to scour the 
country, and reconnoitre every horse, coach, or 
carriage, that should appear on that highway, 
with a view of intercepting his Emilia in her 
passage. 

He had waited in this ambuscade a whole 
week, when his valet gave him notice, that he 
and his fellow-scout had discovered a chaise and 
six, driving at full speed towards them; upon 
which, they had flapped their hats over their 
eyes, so as that they might not be known, in case 
they should be seen, and concealed themselves 
behind a hedge, from whence they could perceive 
in the carriage, as it passed, a young man plainly 
dressed, with a lady in a mask, of the exact size, 
shape, and air of Emilia ; and that Pipes followed 
them at a distance, while he rode back to com- 
municate this piece of intelligence. 

Peregrine would scarce allow him time to 
conclude his information : he ran down to the 
stable, where his horse was kept ready saddled 
for the purpose, and, never doubting that the 
lady in question was his mistress, attended by 
one of her uncle*s clerks, mounted immediately, 
and rode full gallop after the cliaise, which, when 
he had proceeded about two miles, he understood 
from Pipes, had put up at a neighbouring inn. 
Though his inclination prompted him to enter 
her apartment without farther delay, he suffered 
himself to be dissuaded from taking such a pre- 
cipitate step by his privy-counsellor, who ob- 
served that it would be impracticable to execute 
his purpose of conveying her, against her will, 
from a public inn, that stood in the midst of a 
populous village, which would infallibly rise in 
her defence : he advised him therefore to lie in 
wait for the chaise in some remote and private 
part of the road, where they might accomplish 
their aim without difficulty or danger. In con- 
sequence of this admonition, our adventurer 
ordered Pipes to reconnoitre the inn, that she 
might not escape another way ; while he and the 
valet, in order to avoid being seen, took a circuit 
by an unfrequented path, and placed themselves 
in ambush, on a spot which they chose for the 
scene of their achievement. Here they tarried a 
full hour, without seeing the carriage, or hearing 
from their sentinel ; so that the youth, unable tc 
exert his patience one moment longer, left the 
foreigner m his station, and rode back to his 
faithful lacquey, who assured him that the tra- 
vellers had not yet hove up their anchor, or pro- 
ceeded on their voyage. 

Notwithstanding this insinuation. Pickle be- 

fan to entertain such alarming suspicions, that 
e could not refrain from advancing to the gate, 
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and inquiring for the company which had lately 
arrived in a chaise and six. The innkeeper, who 
was not at all pleased with the behaviour of 
those passengers, did not think proper to observe 
the instructions he had received: on the con- 
trary, he plainly told him, that the chaise did 
not halt, but only entered at one door and went 
out at the other, with a view to deceive those 
who pursued it, as he guessed from the words of 
the gentleman, who had earnestly desired that 
his route might be concealed from any person 
who should inquire about their motions. '* As 
for my own peart, measter," continued this char- 
itable publican, "I believes as how they are no 
better than they should be, else they wouldn't be 
in such a deadly fear of being overtaken. Me- 
thinks, said I, when I saw them in such a woundy 
pother to be gone, oddsheartikins ! this must be 
some London 'prentice running away with his 
measter's daughter, as sure as I'm a living soul. 
But, be he who he will, sartin it is, a has nothing 
of the gentleman about en ; for,- thof a asked 
such a favour, a never once put hand in pocket, 
or said, * Dog, will you drink ? * Howsomever, 
that don't argufy in reverence of his being in a 
hurry ; and a man may be sometimes a little too 
judgmatical in his conjectures." In all proba- 
bility, this loquacious landlord would have served 
the traveller effectually, had Peregrine heard him 
to an end ; but this impetuous youth, far from 
listening to the sequel of his observations, inter- 
rupted him in the beginning of his career, by 
asking eagerly which road they followed ; and, 
having received the innkeeper's directions, clap- 
ped spurs to his horse, commanding Pipes to 
make the valet acquainted with his course, that 
they might attend him witli all imaginable 
despatch. 

By the publican's account of their conduct his 
former opinion was fully confirmed ; he plied his 
steed to the height of his mettle, and so much 
was his imagination engrossed by the prospect of 
having Emilia in his power, that he did not per- 
ceive the road on which he travelled was quite 
different from that which led to the habitation of 
Mrs. Gauntlet. The valet-de-chambre was an 
utter stranger to that part of the country ; and 
as for Mr. Pipes, such considerations were alto- 
gether foreign to the economy of his reflection. 
Ten long miles had our hero rode, when his eyes 
were blessed with the sight of the chaise ascend- 
ing a hill, at the distance of a good league ; upon 
which he doubled his diligence in such a manner 
that he gained upon the carriage every minute, 
and at length approached so near to it, that he 
could discern the lady and her conductor, with 
their heads thrust out at the windows, looking 
back and speaking to the driver alternately, as if 
they earnestly besought him to augment the speed 
of his cattle. 

Being thus, as it were, in sight of port, while 
he crossed the road his horse happened to plunge 
into a cart-rut with such violence that he was 
thrown several yards over his hea^d ; and the 
beast's shoulder being slipped by the fall, he 
found himself disabled from plucking the fruit 
which was almost within his reach ; for he had 



left his servants at a considerable distance behind 
him ; and although they had been at his back, 
and supplied him with another horse, they were 
so indifferently mounted, that he could not 
reasonably expect to overtake the fliers, who 
profited so much by this disaster that the chaise 
vanished in a moment. 

It may be easily conceived how a young man 
of his disposition passed his time in this tan- 
talizing situation. He ejaculated with great 
fervency, but his prayers were not the effects of 
resignation. He ran back on foot with incredible 
speed, in order to meet his valet, whom he 
unhorsed in a twinkling ; and taking his seat, 
began to exercise his whip and spurs, after having 
ordered the Swiss to follow him on the other 
gelding, and committed the lame hunter to the 
care of Pipes. 

Matters being adjusted in this manner, our 
adventurer prosecuted the race with all his might ; 
and having made some progress, was informed 
by a countiyman that the chaise had struck off 
into another road, and, accoixling to his judg- 
ment, was by that time about three miles ahead ; 
though, in all probability, the, horses would not 
be a]>le to hold out much longer, because they 
seemed to be quite spent when they passed his 
door. Encouraged by this intimation. Peregrine 
pushed on with great alacrity ; though he could 
not regain the sight of the desired object till the 
clouds of night began to deepen, and even then 
he enjoyed nothing more than a transient glimpse, 
for the carriage was no sooner seen than shrouded 
again from his view. These vexatious circum- 
stances animated his endeavours while they 
irritated his chagrin ; in short, he continued his 
pursuit till the night was far advanced, and 
himself so uncertain about the object of his care, 
that he entered a solitary inn, with a view of 
obtaining some intelligence, when, to his infinite 
joy, he perceived the chaise standing by itself, 
and the horses panting in the yard. 

In full confidence of his having arrived at last 
at the goal of all his wishes, he alighted instan- 
taneously, and, running up to the coachman with" 
a pistol in his hand, commanded him in an 
imperious lone to conduct him to the lady's 
chamber on pain of death. The driver, affrighted 
at this menacing address, protested with great 
humility that he did not know whither his fare 
had retired ; for that he himself was paid and 
dismissed from the service because he would not 
undertake to drive them all night across the 
country withput stopping to refresh his horses ; 
but he promised to go in quest of the waiter, 
who would show him to theic apartment. He 
was accordingly detached on that errand, while 
our hero stood sentinel at the gate till the arrival 
of his valet-de-chambre, who, joining him by 
accident before the coachman returned, relieved 
him in his watch ; and then the young gentle- 
man, exasperated at his messenger's delay, 
rushed, with fury in his eyes, from room to 
room, denouncing vengeance upon the whole 
family ; but he did not meet with one living soul 
until he entered the garret, where he found the 
landlord and his wUe in bed. This chicken^ 
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hearted couple, by the light of a rush-candle that 
buiaed on the hearth seeing a. stranger burst into 
the.- chamber in such a terrible attitude, were 
seized, vrith consternation, and, exalting their 
voices in a most lamentable strain, b^ged, for 
the passion of Christ,- that he would spai:« their 
lives, and take all they had. 

Peregrine, guessing from this exclamation, and 
the circumstances of their being in bed, that they 
mistook him for a robber, and were ignorant of 
that which he wanted to know, dispelled their 
terror by making them acquainted with the cause 
of his vist, and desired the husband to get up 
with all possible despatch, in order to assist and 
attend him in his search. 

Thus reinforced, he rummaged every comer of 
the inn ; and at last finding the hostler in the 
stable, was by him informed, to his unspeakable 
mortification, that the gentleman and lady who 
arrived in the chaise had immediately hired post- 
horses for a certain village at the distance of 
fifteen miles, and departed without halting for 
the least refreshment. Our adventurer, mad 
with his disappointment, mounted his horse in 
an instant, and, with his attendant, took the 
same road, with full determination to die rather 
than desist from the prosecution of his design. 
He had by this time rode upwards of thirty 
miles since three o'clock in the afternoon ; so 
that the horses were almost quite jaded, and 
travelled this stage so slowly that it was morning 
before they reached the place of their destination, 
where, far from finding the fugitives, he under- 
stood that no such persons as he described had 
passed that way, and that, in all likelihood, they 
had taken a quite contrary direction, while, in 
order to mislead him in his pursuit, they had 
amused the hostler with a false route. This 
conjecture was strengthened by his perceiving 
now, 'for the first time, that he had deviated a 
considerable way from the road through which 
they must have journeyed in order to arrive at 
the place of her mother's residence ; and these 
suggestions utterly deprived him of the small 
'remains of recollection which he had hitherto 
retained. His eyes rolled about, witnessing 
rage and distraction ; he foamed at the mouth, 
stamped upon the ground with great violence, 
uttered incoherent imprecations against himself 
and all mankind, and would have sallied forth 
again, he knew not whither, upon the same 
horse, which he had already almost killed with 
fatigue, had not his confidant found means to 
quiet the tumult of his thoughts, and recall his 
reflection, by representing the condition of the 
poor animals, and advising him to hire fresh 
horses, and ride post across the country to the 
village in the neighbourhood of Mrs. Gauntlet's 
haibitation, where they should infallibly intercept 
the daughter, provided they could get the start 
of her upon the road. 

Peregrine not only relished, but forthwith acted 
in conformity with this good counsel. His own 
horses were committed to the charge of the land- 
lord, with directions for Pipes, in case he should 
come in quest of his master : and a couple of 
sttout- geldings being prepared, he and his valet 



took the road again, sMsitt^ their coarse accord- 
ing to the motions of the pest-boy, who under* 
took to be their guide. They had almost finished 
their first stage when they descried- a post-chaise 
just halting at the inn whem the^ proposed to 
change horses; upon which our adventurer, glow- 
ing with a most interesting presage, put his beast 
to the full speed, and approached near enough 
to distinguish, as the travellers quitt)ed the car- 
riage, that he had at last come up with the very 
individual persons whom he had pursued so long. 

Flushed with this discovery, he galloped into 
the yard so suddenly that the lady and her con- 
ductor scarce had time to shut themselves up in 
a chamber, to which they retreated with great 
precipitation; so that the pursuer was now cer- 
tain of having housed his prey. That he might, 
however, leave nothing to fortune, he placed 
himself upon the stair by which they had as- 
cended to the apartment, and sent up his com- 
pliments to the young lady, desiring the favour 
of being admitted to her presence ; otherwise he 
should be obliged to waive all ceremony, and 
take that liberty which she would not give. The 
servant, having conveyed this message through 
the key-hole, returned with an answer, importing 
that she would adhere to the resolution she had 
taken, and perish rather than comply with his 
will. Our adventurer, without staying to make 
any rejoinder to this reply, ran up-stairs, and, 
thundering at the door for entrance, was given 
to understand by the nymph's attendant that a 
blunderbuss was ready primed for his reception, 
and that he would do well to spare him the 
necessity of shedding blood in defence of a person 
who had put herself under his protection. "All 
the laws of the land," said he, "cannot now 
untie the knots by which we are bound together, 
and therefore I will guard her as my own pro- 
perty ; so that you had better desist firom your 
fruitless attempt, and thereby consult your otsti 
safety ; for, by the God that made me ! I will 
discharge my piece upon you as soon as you set 
your nose within the door ; and your blood be 
upon your own head. " 

These menaces from a citizen's clerk would 
have been sufficient motives for Pickle to storm 
the breach, although they had not been rein- 
forced by that declaration, which informed him 
of Emilia's having bestowed herself in maniage 
upon such a contemptible rival. This sole con- 
sideration addtd wings to his impetuosity, and 
he applied his foot to the door with such irresist- 
ible force, as buret it open in an instant, entering 
at the same time' with a pistol ready cocked in 
his hand. His antagonist) instead of firing his 
blunderbuss, when he saw him approach, started 
back with evident signs of surprise and con- 
sternation, exclaiming, " Lord Jesus ! sir, you 
are not the man ! and, without doubt, are under 
some mistake with regard to us.** Before Pere- 
grine had time to answer the salutation, the lady, 
hearing it, advanced to him, and, pulling off a 
mask, discovered a face which he had never seen 
before. The Gorgon's head, according to the 
fables of antiquity, never had a more petrifying 
effect than that which this -cotrntemmce produced 
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upon the astonhdied youth. His eyes were fixed 
upon this unknown, object, as if they had been 
attracted by the porwer of enchantment ; his feet 
seemed riveted to the ground ; and after having 
stood motionless for the space of a few minutes, 
he dropped down in an apoplexy of disappoint- 
ment and despair. The Swiss, who had followed 
him, seeing his master in this condition, lifted 
him up, and, laying him upon a bed in the next 
room, let him blood immediately, without hesi- 
tation, being always provided with a case of 
lancets, against all accidents on the road* To 
this foresight, our hero, in all probability, was 
indebted for his life. By virtue of a very copious 
evacuation^ he recovered the use of his senses ; 
but the complication of fatigues and violent 
transports which he had undergone, brewed up 
a dangerous fever in his blood ; and a physician 
being called from the next market-town, several 
days elapsed before he would answer for his life. 



CHAPTER LXXIX. 

Peregrine sends a Message to Mrs. Gauntlet, who Mjects 
his Proposal— He repairs to the Garnson. 

At length, however, his constitution overcame 
his disease, though not before it had in a great 
measure tamed the fury of his disposition, and 
brought him to a serious consideration of his 
conduct. In this humiliiation of his spirits, he re- 
flected with shame and remoree upon his treachery 
to the fair, the innocent Emilia : he remembered 
his former sentiments in her favour, as well as 
the injunctions of his dying uncle : he recollected 
his intimacy with her brother, against which he 
had so basely sinned ; and, revolving all the 
circumstances of her conduct, found it so com- 
mendable, spirited, and noble, that he deemed 
her an object of sufficient dignity to merit his 
honourable addresses, even though his duty had 
not been concerned in the decision : but, obliged 
as he was to make reparation to a worthy family 
which he had so grossly injured, he thought he 
could not manifest his reformation too soon; 
and, when he found himself able to hold a pen, 
wrote a letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein, he 
acknowledged, with many expressions of sorrow 
and contrition, that he had acted a part altogether 
unbecoming a man of honour, and should never 
enjoy the least tranquillity of mind until he 
should have merited her forgiveness. He pro- 
tested that, although his happiness entirely de- 
pended upon the determination of Emilia, he 
would even renounce all hope of being blessed 
with her favour, if she could point out any other 
method of making reparation to that amiable 
young lady, but by laying his heart and fortune 
at her feet, and submitting hin^self to her pleasure 
during the remaining part of his life. He- con- 
jured her, therefore, in the most pathetic manner, 
to pardon him, in consideration of his sincere 
Tepentance ; and to use her maternal influence 
with her daughter, so as that he might be per- 
mitted to- wait upem her with a wedling ring as 
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soon as- his liealth would allow him to undertake 
the jowme3/5. 

This explanation being despatched by Pipes, 
who had by this time found his master, the 
young gentleman inquired about the couple 
whom he had so unfortunately pursued, and 
understood from his valet -de-chambre, who 
learned the story from their own mouths, that 
the lady was the only daughter of a rich Jew, 
and her attendant no other than his apprentice, 
who had converted her to Christianity, and 
married her at the same time ; that this secret 
having taken air, the old Israelite had contrived 
a scheme to separate them for ever ; and they, 
being apprised of his intention, had found means 
to elope from his house, with a view of shelter- 
ing themselves in France until the affair could 
be made up : that seeing three men ride after 
them with such eagerness and speed, they never 
doubted that the pursuers were her father and. 
some friends or domestics, and on that supposi- 
tion had fled, with the utmost despatcn and 
trepidation, until they had found themselves 
happily undeceived at that very instant when 
they expected nothing but mischief and misfor- 
tune : lastly, the Swiss gave him to understand 
that, after having professed some concern for 
his deplorable situation, and enjoyed a slight 
refreshment, they had taken their departure for 
Dover, and in all likelihood were safely arrived 
at Paris. 

In four -aitd- twenty hours after Pipes was 
charged with this commission, he brought back 
an answer from the mother of Emilia, couched 
in these words ::— 

** Sir, — I received the favour of yours, and am glad, for 
your own sake, that you have attained a due sense and 
conviction of your unkind and unchristian behaviour to 
poor Emy. I thank God, none of my children were ever 
so insulted before. Give me leave to tell you, sir, my 
daughter was no upstart, without friends or education ; 
but a young lady as well bred, and better bom than most 
private gentlewomen in the kingdom ; and therefore, 
though you had no esteem for her person', you ought to 
have paid some regard to herfamilv, which (no disparage- 
ment to you, sir) is more honourable than your own. As 
for yonrproposal. Miss Gauntlet will not hear of it, being 
that she thinks her honour will not allow her to listen to 
any terms of reconciliation ; and she is not yet .^o destitute 
as to embrace an offer to which she has the least objec- 
tion. In the mean time, she is so much indisposed, that 
she cannot possibly see company ; so I beg you will not 
take the trouble of making a fruitless journey to this 
place. Perhaps your future conduct may deserve her for- 
giveness ; and really, as I am concerned for your happi- 
ness (which you assure me depends upon her condescen- 
sion), I wish with all my heart it may : and am, notwith- 
standing all that has happened, your sincere well-wisher,. 

"Cecilia Gauntlet." 

From this epistle, and the information of his 
messenger, our hero learned that his mistress 
had actually pi-ofited by his wild^oose chase, so 
as to make a safe retreat to her mother's house. 
Though sorry to hear of her indisposition, he 
was also piqued at her implacability, as well as 
at some stately paragraphs of the letter, in which 
he thought the good lady had consulted her 
own vanity rather than her good sense. These 
motives of resentment helped him to bear his 
disappointment like a philosopher; especially as 
he had now quieted his conscience in proffering 
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tke banefibctiDiis. It was an «nmid of this kind 
Uiat now brought him. to the house of her grace. 

After havtne sat a £e«r minutes, he told the 
company that he would ikvour them with a very 
proper opportunity to extend their be&evolence, 
ibr the relief of a poor gentlewomaa^ who was 
reduced to the most abject misery by the death 
of her husband, and yost delivered of <a couple of 
fine boys : they moreover understood from his 
information, that this object was daughter of a 
good family, who had renounced her in conse- 
quence of lier marrying an ensign without a 
^rtune, and even obstructed his promotion with 
all theif influence and power ; a circumstance of 
barbarity, which had made such an impression 
upon his mind» as disordered his brain, and 
drove hixn to despair ; in a fit of which he had 
made away with himself, leaving his wife, then 
big with child, to all the horrors of indigence 
and griefl 

Various were the criticisms on this pathetic 
picture, which the old man drew with great 
expression. My lady duchess concluded that 
she must be a creative void of all feeling and 
reflection, who could survive such aggravated 
misery ; therefore, did not deserve to be relieved, 
except in the character of a common b^gar ; and 
was generous enough to offer a recommendation, 
by which she would be admitted into an infirm- 
ary, to which her grace was a subscriber ; at the 
same time, advising the solicitor to send the 
twins to the Foundling Hospital, where they 
would be cai'efuUy nursed and brought up, so as 
to become useful members of the commonwealth. 
Another lady, wUh all due deference to the opinion 
of the duchess, was free enough to blame the 
generosity of her grace, which would only serve 
to encourage children in their disobedience to 
their parents, and might be the means not only 
of prolouging the distress of the wretched crea- 
ture, but also of ruining tlie constitution of some 
young heir, perhaps the hope of a great £imily : 
for she did suppose that madam, when her month 
should be up, and her brats disposed of, iiHHild 
spread herattractioDS to the public, provided she 
could profit by her person ; and, m the usual 
way, msJce a rcjgular progress from St James's 
to Drury-Lane. She apprehended, for these 
reason^ that their compassion would be most 
eflectually sliown in leaving her to perish in her 
present necessity ; and that the old gentleman 
would be unpardonable, should he persist in his 
endeavours to relieve hei:; A third member of 
this tender-hearted society, aftear having asked if 
the young woman was handsome, and being 
answered in the negative alk>wed that there was 
a great deal of reason in what had been said by 
the honourable pers(»i who had spoken last ; 
nevertheless, she humbly conceived her sentence 
would admit of some mitigatioTu ** Let the 
ltfintlings,'*said she, "be seat to the hospital, 
according to the »dvice of her grace, and a small 
collection be made for the present support of the 
mother ; and, when her health is recovered, I 
will take her into my family, in quality of an 
«{iper servant, or medium between me and my 
women ; fori upon nay Ufei X oisaQt endure to 



chide, or give directions to a creature, who is, in 
point of birth and education, but one degree 
above th« vulgar." 

This proposal met with universal approbation. 
The duchess, to her immortal honour, began the 
contribution with a crown ; so that the rest of 
the company were obliged to restrict their liber- 
^ity to half the sum, that her grace might not 
be afli-onted : and the proposer demanding the 
poor woman's name and place of abode, the old 
mediator could not help giving her ladyship a 
verbal direction, though he was extremely morti- 
fied, on more accounts than one, to find such an 
issue to his solicitation. - 

Peregrine, who, ** though humorous as winter, 
had a tear for pity, and a hand open as day for 
melting charity," was shocked at the nature and 
result of this ungenerous consultation. He con- 
tributed his half-crown, however ; and, retiring 
from the company, betook himself to the lodg- 
ings of the forlorn lady in the straw, according 
to the direction he had heard. Upon inquiry, 
he understood that she was then visited by some 
charitable gentlewoman, who had sent for a 
nurse^ and waited the return of the messenger ; 
and he sent up his respects, desiring he might 
be permitted to see her, on pretence of having 
been intimate with her late husband* 

Though the poor woman had never heard of 
his i3am^ she did not think proper to deny his 
request; and he was conducted to a paltry 
chamber in the third story, where he found this 
unhappy widow sitting upon a truckle-bed, and 
suckUng one of her infants, with the most piteous 
expression of anguish in her features, which were 
naturally regular and sweet; while the other was 
fondled on the knee of a person, whose attention 
was so much engrossed by her little charge that 
for the present she could mind nothing else : and 
it was not till after the first compliments passed 
betwixt the hapless mother and our adventurer, 
Uiat he perceived the stranger's countenance, 
which inspired him with the highest esteem and 
admiration. He beheld all tlie graces of elegance 
and beauty, breathing sentiment and l^neficence, 
and softened into the most enchanting tenderness 
of weeping sympathy. When he declared the 
cause of his visit, which was no other than the 
desire of befriending the distressed lady, to whom 
he presented a bank-note for twenty pounds, he 
was favoured with such a look of complacency 
by this amiable phantom, who might have been 
justly taken for an angel ministering to the neces- 
sities of mortals, that his whole soul was trans- 
ported with love and veneration. Nor was this 
prepossession diminished by the information of 
the widow, who, after having manifested her 
gratitude in a flood of tears, told him that the 
unknown object of his esteem was a pei'son oi 
honour, who^ Iiaving heard by accident of her 
deplorable situation, had immediatdjr obeyed 
the dictates of her humanity, smd come in person 
to relieve her distress; ; that she had not only 
generously supplied her with money for present 
sustenance, but also undertaken to provide a 
nurse for her babes, and even promised to favour 
her ,with protectioi^ should she survive bw 
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present meljuicholy &ituaticm. To these articles 
of intelligence she added, that the name of her 
benefactress was the celebrated Lady -— ^, to 
whose character tlie youth was no stranger* 
though he had never seen her persoix before. 
The killing edge of her charms was a little 
blunted by the accidents of time and fortune ; 
but no man of taste end imagination, whose 
nerves were not quite chilled with the frost of 
age, could even at that time look upon her with 
impunity ; and as Peregrine saw her attractions 
heightened by the tender office in which she was 
engaged, he was smitten with her beauty, and 
so ravished with her compassion, that he could 
not suppress his emotions, but applauded her 
benevolence with all the warmth of enthusiasm. 

Her ladyship received his compliments with 
great politeness and affabUity ; and the occasion 
on which they met being equally interesting to 
both, an acquaintance commenced between them, 
and they concerted measures for the benefit of 
the widow and her two children, one of whom 
our hero bespoke for his own godson ; for Pickle 
was not so obscure in the bmu monde^ but that 
his fame had reached the ears of this lady, who, 
therefore, did not discourage his advances towards 
her friendship and esteem. All the particulars 
relating to their charge being adjusted, he at- 
tended her ladyship to her own house ; and, by 
her conversation, had the pleasure of finding her 
understanding suitable to her other accomplish- 
ments ; nor had she any reason to think that our 
hero's qualifications had been exaggerated by 
common report. 

One of their adopted children died before it 
was baptized ; so that their care concentred in 
the other, fiar whom they stood spon^rs. Under- 
standing that the old agent was bc^me trouble- 
some in his visit to the mother, to whom he now 
began to administer such counsel as shocked the 
delicacy of her virtue, they removed her into 
another lodging, where she would not be exposed 
to his machinations. In less than a month, our 
hero learned from a nobleman of his acquaint- 
ance, that the hoary pander had actually engaged 
to procure for him this poor afflicted gentle- 
woman ; and being frustrated in his intention, 
substituted in her room, a nymph from the pur- 
lieus of Covent Garden, who made his lordship 
smart severely for the favours she bestowed. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine cultivated his new ac- 
<}uaintance with all his art and assiduity, presum- 
ing, from the circumstances of her reputation and 
fate, as well as on the strength of his own merit, 
that, in time, he should be able to indulge that 
passion which had begun to glow within his 
breast. As her ladyship had undeigone a vast 
variety of fortune and adventure", which he had 
heard indistinctly related, with numberless errors 
and misrepxesentations, be wns no sooner en- 
titled by the fisinaiUarity of communication to ask 
such a favour, ilian he earnestly entreated her to 
entertain him with the particulars of her story ; 
*nd, by dint of importunity, she was at length 
prevailed upon, in a select party, to gratify his 
curiosity in these wofd& 



CHAPTER LXXXI. ^ 

Tho Memoira of a Lady oTQualitr. 

'*By the circumstances of the story which I 
am going to relate, you will be convinced of ray 
candour, while you are informed of my indis- 
cretion : you will be enabled, I hope, to per- 
ceive, that howsoever my head may have erred, 
my heart hath alwavs been uncorrupted, and 
that I have been unhappy, 'because I loved 
and was a woman.' 

**I believe I need not observe, that I was the 
only child of a man of good fortune, who in- 
dulged me, in my infancy, with all the tender- 
ness of paternal affection, and, when I was six 
yeare old, sent me to a private school, where I 
stayed till my age was doubled, and became 
such a favourite, that I was, even in those early 
days, carried to all the places of public diversion, 
the court itself not excepted ; an indulgmce that 
flattered my love of pleasure, to which I was 
naturally addicted ; and encouraged those ideas 
of vanity and ambition, which spring up so early 
in the human mind. 

'* I was lively and good-natured, my inuigin- 
ation apt to run riot, my heart liberal and dis- 
interested ; though I was so obstinately attached 
to my own opinions, that I could not well brook 
contradiction ; and, in the whole of my disposi- 
tion, resembled that of Henry V., as described 
by Shakspeare. 

** In my thirteenth year'I went to Bath, where 
I was first introduced into the world as a woman, 
having been entitled to that privilege by my 
person, which was remarkably tall for my years; 
and there my fancy was quite captivated by the 
variety of diversions in which I was continually 
engaged ; not that the parties were altogether 
new to me, but because I now found myself 
considered as a person of consequence, and sur- 
rounded by a crowd of admirers, who courted 
my acquaintance, and fed my vanity with praise 
and adulation. In short, whether or not I de- 
served their encomiums, I leave the world to 
judge ; but my person was commended, and my 
talent in dancing met with universal applause. 
No wonder, then, that everything appeared joy- 
ous to a young creature, who was so void of 
exj>erience and dissimulation, that she believed 
everybody's heart as sincere as her own, and 
every object such as it appeared to be. 

'* Among the swains who sighed, or pretended 
to sigh, for me, were two that bore a pretty 
equal share of my favour, — ^it was too superficial 
to deserve the name of love. One of these was 
a forward youth of sixteen, extremely handsome, 
lively, and impudent ; he attended in* quality oif 
page upon the Princess Amelia, who spent that 
season at Bath : the other was a Scottish noble* 
man tujmed of thirty, who was graced with a red 
ribbon, and danced particularly well, — two 
qualifications of great weight with a girl of my 
age, whose heart was not deeply interested in 
the cause. Nevertheless, the page prevuled 
over this formidable rival; though our ftmour 
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went no further than a little flirting, and ceased 
entirely when I left the place. 

**Next year, however, I revisited this agree- 
able scene, and passed my time in the same circle 
of amusements ; in which, indeed, each season 
at Bath is exactly resembled by that wliich suc- 
ceeds, allowing for the difference of company, 
which is continually varying. There I met with 
the same incense, and again had my favourite, 
who was a North Briton, and captain of foot, 
near forty years of age, and a little lame, — an 
impediment which I did not discover, until it 
was pointed out by some of my companions, 
who rallied me upon my choice. He was always 
cheerful and very amorous, had a good coun- 
tenance and an excellent understanding, possessed 
a great deal of art, and would have persuaded 
me to marry him, had I not been restrained by 
the authority of my father, whose consent was 
not to be obtained in favour of a man of his 
fortune. 

" At the same time, many proposals of marri- 
age were made to my parents ; but as they came 
from people whom I did not like, I rejected 
them all, being determined to refuse every man 
who did not make his addresses to myself in 
person, because I had no notion of marrying for 
anything but love. Among these formal pro- 
posers was a Scottish earl, whose pretensions 
were broken off by some difference about settle- 
ments ; and the son of an English baron, with 
whom my father was in treaty, when he carried 
me to town on a visit to a young lady with whom 
I had been intimate from my infancy. She was 
just delivered of her first son, for whom we stood 
sponsors : so that this occasion detained us a 
whole month, during which I went to a ball 
at court on the queen's birthday, and there, 
for the first time, felt what love and beauty 
were. 

" The second son of Duke H y who had 

just returned from his travels, was dancing with 
the princess royal, when a young lady came and 
desired me to go and see a stranger, whom all 
the world admired ; upon which I followed her 
into the circle, and observed this object of ad- 
miration. He was dressed in a coat of white 
cloth, faced with blue satin embroidered with 
silver, of the same piece with his waistcoat ; his 
fine hair hung down his back in ringlets below 
his waist ; his hat was laced with silver, and 
garnished with a white feather ; but his person 
beggared all description : he was tall and grace- 
ful, neither corpulent nor meagi-e, his limbs finely 
proportioned, his countenance open and majestic, 
his eyes full of sweetness and vivacity, his teeth 
regular, and his pouting lips of the complexion 
of the damai^ rose. In short, he was formed 
for love, and inspired it wherever he appeared ; 
nor was he a niggard of his talents, but liberally 
returned it, at least what passed for such ; for he 
had a flow of gallantry, for which many ladies of 
this land can vouch from their own experience : 
but he exclaimed against mairiage, because he 
had as yet met with no woman to whose charms 
he would surrender his liberty, though a princess 
of France, and a lady of the same rank in ^ 



were said to be at that time enamoured of his 
person. 

" I went home, totally engrossed by his idea, 
flattering myself that he had observed me with 
some attention ; for I was young and new, and 
had the good fortune to attract the notice and 
approbation of the queen herself. 

"Next day, being at the opera, I was agree- 
ably surprised with the appearance of this amiable 
stranger, who no sooner saw me enter, than he 
approached so near to the place where I sat, 
that 1 overheard what he said to his companions, 
and was so happy as to find myself the object of 
his discourse, which abounded with rapturous 
expressions of love and admiration. I could not 
listen to these transports without emotion : my 
colour changed, my heart throbbed with unusual 
violence, and my eyes betrayed my inclination 
in sundry favourable glances, which he seemed 
to inteqjret aright, though he could not then 
avail himself of his success so far as to communi- 
cate his sentiments by speech, because we were 
strangers to each other. » 

**I passed that night in the most anxious 
suspense, and several days elapsed before I saw 
him again. At length, however, being at court 
on a ball night, and determined against dancing, 
I perceived him among the crowd, and, to my 
unspeakable joy, saw him advance with my 
Lord P , who introduced him to my acquaint- 
ance. He soon found means to alter my resolu- 
tion ; and I condescended to be his partner all 
the evening, during which he declared his passion 
in the most tender and persuasive terms that 
real love could dictate, or fruitful imagination 
invent. 

" I believed his protestations, because I wished 
them true, and was an inexperienced girl of 
fifteen. I complied with his earnest request of 
being pennitted to visit me, and even invited 
him to breakfast next morning ; so that you may 
imagine (I speak to those that feel) I did not 
that night enjoy much repose. Such was the 
hurry and flutter of my spirits, that I rose at six 
to receive him at ten. I dressed myself in a new 
pink satin gown and my best laced night-clothes ; 
and I was so animate<l by the occasion, that if 
ever I deserved a compliment upon my looks, it 
was my due at this meeting. The wished-for 
moment came that brought my lover to my view. 
I was overwhelmed with joy, modesty, and fear 
of I knew not what. We sat do\vn to breakfast, 
but did not eat. He renewed his addresses with 
irresistible eloquence, and pressed me to accept 
of his hand without farther hesitation ; but to 
such a precipitate step I objected as a measure 
repugnant to decency, as well as to that duty 
which I owed to my father, whom I tenderly 
loved. 

''Though I withstood this premature proposal, 
I did not attempt to disguise the situation of my 
thoughts ; and thus commenced a tender corre- 
sponc!ence, which was maintained by letters while 
I remained in the countiy, and carried on when 
I was in town by private interviews, twice or 
thrice a week, at the house of my milliner, where 
such endearments passed as refined and happy 
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lovers know, and others can only p[uess. Truth 
and innocence prevailed on my side, while his 
heart was fraught with sincerity and love. Such 
frequent intercourse created an intimacy which I 
began to think dangerous, and therefore yielded 
to his repeated desire that we might be united 
for ever ; nay, I resolved to avoid him until the 
day should be fixed, and very innocently, though 
not very wisely, told him my reason for this 
determination, which was no other than a con- 
sciousness of my incapacity to refuse him anything 
• he should demand as a testimony of my love. 
"The time was accordingly appointed, at the 
distance of a few days, during which I intended 
to have implored my father's consent, though I 
had but faint hopes of obtaining it ; but he was, 
by some means or other, apprised of our design 
before I could prevail upon myself to make him 
acquainted with our puq)ose. I had danced 
with my lover at the Ridotto on the preceding 
evening, and there perhaps our eyes betrayed us. 

Certain it is, several of Lord W *s relations, 

who disapproved of the match, came up and 

rallied him on his passion. Lord S , in 

particular, used this remarkable expression : 
'Nephew, as much love as you please, but no 
matrimony.' 

"Next day, the priest being prepared, and 
the bridegroom waiting for me at the appointed 
place, in all the transports of impatient expecta- 
tion, I was, without any previous warning, 
carried into the country by my father, who took 
no notice of the intelligence he had received, 
but decoyed me into the coach on pretence of 
taking the air ; and when we had proceeded as 
far as Turnham Green, gave me to understand 
that he would dine in that place. 

"There was no remedy. I was obliged to 
bear my disappointment, though with an aching 
heart, and followed him up-stairs into an apart- 
ment, where he told me he was minutely informed 
of my matrimonial scheme. I did not attempt 
to disguise the truth, but assured hini, while the 
tears gushed from my eyes, that my want of 
courage alone hindered me from making him 
privy to my passion ; though I owned I should 

have married Lord W ^ even though he had 

disapproved of my choice. I reminded him of 
the uneasy life I led at home, and frankly 
acknowledged that I loved my admirer too well 
to live without him ; though, if he would favour 
me with his consent, I would defer my intention, 
and punctually observe any day he would fix for 
our nuptials. Meanwhile, I begged he would 

permit me to send a message to Lord W , 

who was waiting in expectation of my coming, 
and might, without such notice, imagine I was 
playing the jilt. He granted this last request, in 
consequence of which 1 sent a letter to my lover, 
who, when he received it, had almost fainted 
away, believing I should be locked up in the 
country, and snatched for ever from his arms. 
Tortured with these apprehensions, he changed 
clothes immediately, and, taking horse, resolved 
to follow me whithersoever we should go. 

" After dinner, we proceeded as far as Brent- 
ford, wherjs we lay, intendin(;^to be at my father's 



country-house next night ; and my admirer, put- 
ting up at the same inn, practised every expedi- 
ent his invention could suggest to procure an 
interview ; but all his endeavours were unsuc- 
cessful, because I, who little dreamed of his 
being so near, had gone to bed upon ouv first 
arrival, overwhelmed with affliction and tears. 
In the morning I threw myself at ray father's 
feet, and conjured him, by all the ties of paternal 
affection, to indulge me with an opportunity of 
seeing my admirer once more before I should be 
conveyed from his wishes. The melancholy con- 
dition in which I preferred this supplication 
melted the tender heart of my parent, who 
yielded to my solicitations, and earned me back 
to town for that purpose. 

"Lord W , who had watched our motions, 

and arrived at his own lodgings before we arrived 
at my father's house, obeyed my summons on the 
instant, and appeared before me like an angel. 
Our faculties were, for some minutes, suspended 
by a conflict of grief and joy. At length I re- 
covered the use of speech, and gave him to un- 
derstand that I was come to town in order to 
take my leave oPhim, by the permission of my 
father, whom I had promised to attend into the 
country next day, before he would consent to my 
return ; the chief cause and pretence of which 
was my earnest desire to convince him that I was 
not to blame for the disappointment he had suf- 
fered, and that I should see him again in a month, 
when the nuptial knot should be tied in spite of 
all opposition. 

"My lover, who was better acquainted with 
the world, had well nigh run distracted with this 
information. He swore he would not leave me, 
until I should promise to meet and marry him 
next day ; or, if I refused to grant that request, 
he would immediately leave the kingdom, to 
which he would never more return ; and, before 
his departure, sacrifice lord H. B — - — , son to the 

duke of S. A ^ who was the only person upon 

earth who could have betrayed us to my father, 
because he alone was trusted with the secret of 
our intended marriage, and had actually under- 
taken to give me away ; an office which he after- 
wards declined. Lord W also affirmed, 

that my father decoyed me into the country, with 
a view of cooping me up, and sequestering me 
entirely from his view and correspondence. 

"In vain I pleaded my father's well-known 
tenderness, and used all the arguments I could 
recollect to divert him from his revenge upon 
Lord H . He was deaf to all my represent- 
ations, and nothing, I found, would prevail upon 
him to suppress his resentment, but a positive 
promise to comply with his former desire. I told 
him I would hazard everything to make him 
happy ; but could not, with any regard to my 
duty, take such a step without the knowledge ctf 
my parent ; or, if I were so inclined, it would be 
impracticable to elude his vigilance and suspicion. 
However, he employed such pathetic remon- 
strances, and retained such a powerful advocate 
within my own breast, that, before we parted, I 
assured liim my whole power should be exerted 
for his satisfaction ; and h^ signified his resolu- 
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lion of sitting up all night, in expectation of 
seeing me at liis lodgings. 

" He had no sooner retired than I went into 
the next room, and desired my father to fix a day 
for tlie marriage, in which case I would cheer- 
fiillyMrait upon him into the country ; whereas, 
should he deny my request, on pretence of stay- 
ing for the consent of my mother's relations, 
which was very uncertain, I would seize the first 

opportunity of marrying Lord W , cost what 

it would. He consented to the match, but would 
not appoint a day for the ceremony, which he 
proposed to defer until all parties should be 
agreed ; and such a favourable crisis, I feared, 
would never happen. 

** I therefore resolved within myself to gratify 
my lovely's expectation, by eloping, if possible, 
that very night ; though the execution of this 
plan was extremely difficult, because my father 
was upon the alarm, and my own maid, who was 
mv bedfellow, altogether in his interest. Not- 
withstanding these considerations, I found means 
to engage one of the housemaids in my behalf, 
who bespoke a hackney-coach, to be kept in 
waiting all night ; and to bed I went with my 
abigail, whom, as I had not closed an eye, I 
waked about five in the morning, and sent to 
pack up some things for our intended journey. 

** While she was thus employed, I got up and 
huddled on my clothes, standing upon my pillow, 
lest my father, who lay in the chamber below, 
should hear me afoot, and suspect my design. 
Having dressed myself with great despatch and 
disorder, I flounced down-stairs, stalking as 
heavily as I Could tread, that he might mistake 
me for one of the servants, and my confederate 
opening the door, I sallied into the street, though 
I knew not which way to turn j and, to my un- 
speakable mortification, neither coach nor chair 
appeared. 

** Having travelled on foot a good way, in hope 
of finding a convenience, and being not only dis- 
appointed in that particular, but also bewildered 
in my peregrination, I began to be exceedingly 
alarmed with the apprehension of being met by 
some person who might know me ; because, in 
that case, my design would undoubtedly have 
been discovered, from ^^r^ circumstance of my 
appearance at that time of day : for I had put on 
the very clothes which I had pulled off over- 
night, so that my di*ess was altogether odd and 
peculiar ; my shoes were very fine, and over a 
large hoop I wore a pink satin quilted petticoat 
trimmed with silver, which was partly covered 
by a white dimity nlght-gowh, a full quarter of 
a yard too Short ; my handkerchief and apron 
were hurried on without pinning ; my nightcap 
could not contain my hair, which hung about my 
ears in great disoraer ; and my Countenance 
denoted a mixture of Tiope and fear, joy and 
shame. 

'* In this dilemma, 1 mad« my addttsses to 
that honourable member of society a shoe-black, 
whom I earnestly entreated to provide me with 
a coach or chair, promising to reward him liber- 
allv for his trouble ; but he, having the misfortune 
to be lame, was enable to keep up with my pace j 



so that, by his advice and direction, I went into 
the first public'house I found open, where I 
stayed some time, in the ntmost consternation, 
among a crew of wretches whom I thought 
proper to bribe for their civility, not without the 
ten*or of being stripped. At length, however, 
my messenger returned with a chair^ of which I 
took immediate possession'; and fearing that, by 
this time, my family would be alarmed, an4 send 
directly to Lord W ■ *s lodgings, I ordered 
myself to be carried thither backwards, that so I 
might pass undiscovered. 

**This stratagem succeeded according to my 
wish : I ran up-stairs in a state of trepidation to 
ray faithful lover, who waited for me with the 
most impatient and fearful suspense. At sight 
of me his eyes lightened with transport : he 
caught me in his arms, as the richest present 
Heaven could bestow ; gave me to understand 
that my father had already sent to his lodgings 
in quest of me ; then, applauding my love and 
resolution in the most rapturous terms, he ordered 
a hackney*coach to be called, and, that we might 
mn no risk of separation, attended me to church, 
where we were lawfully joined in the sight of 
Heaven. 

"His fears were then all over, but mine 
recurred with double aggravation : I dreaded 
the sight of my father, and shared all the sorrow 
he suffered on account of my nndutiful behavi- 
our ; for I loved him with such piety of affection, 
that I would have endured every other species 
of distress rather than have given him the least 
uneasiness; but love, where he reigns in full 
empire, is altogether irresistible, surmounts every 
difficulty, and swallows up all other considera- 
tions. This was the case with me ; and now 
the irrevocable step was taken, my first care 
was to avoid his sight. With this view, I 

begged that Lord W would think of some 

remote place in the country, to which we might 
retire for the present, and he forthwith con- 
ducted me to a house on Blackheath, where we 
were very civilly received by a laughter-loving 
dame, who seemed to mistake me for one of 
her own sisterhood. I no sooner perceived her 

opinion, than I desired Lord W to undeceive 

her ; upon which she was made acquainted with 
the nature of my situation, and showed us into a 
private room, where I called for pen and paper, 
and MTote an apology to my father for having 
acted contrary to his will in so important a 
concern. 

**This task being performed, the bridegroom 
gave me to understand that there was a necessity 
for our being bedded immediately^ in order to 
render the marriage binding, lest my father 
should discover and part us before consumma- 
tion. I pleaded hard for a respite till the even- 
ing, objectii^ to the indecency of going to bed 
before noon ; but he found means to invalidate 
all my angiuments, and to convince me that it 
was now my duty to obey. Rather than hazard 
the imputation of being obstinate and refractory 
on the first day of my probation, I suffered myself 
to be led into a chamber, which was darkened 
by my express stipulation, that .my sluune and 



PBMtCaiirS PICJCLE. 



m 



confosion might be the better ooacealed; and 
yielcted to the |wit^ge of a dear husband, who 
loved me to adoration. 

** About fire o'clock in the afternoon we were 
called to dinner, which we had ordered to be 
ready at four ; but such a paltry care had been 
forgotten amidst the transports of our mutual 
bllssi. We got up, however ; and when we came 
down-stairs, I was ashamed to see the light of 
day, or meet the eyes of my beloved lord, I 
ate little, said less, was happy, though over- 
whelmed with confusion ; underwent a thousand 
agitations, some of which were painful, but by 
far the greater part belonged to rapture and 
delight : we were imparadised in the gratifica- 
tion of our mutual wishes, and felt all that love 
can bestow and sensibility enjoy. 

**In the twilight we returned to Lord W *s 

lodgings in town, where I received a letter from 
my father, importing that he would never see 
me again; but there was one circumstance in 
his manner of writing from which I conceived 
a happy presage of his future indulgence. He 
had begun with his usual appellation of ' Dear 
Fanny,' which, though it was expunged to make 
way for the word * Madam,* encouraged me to 
hope that his paternal fondness was not yet 
extinguished. 

**At supper we were visited by Lord W *s 

younger sister, who laughed at us for our incon- 
siderate match, though she owned she envied 
our happiness, and offered me- the use of her 
clothes, until I could retrieve my own. She 
was a woman of a great deal of humour, plain 
but genteel, civil, friendly, and perfectly well- 
bred. She favoured us with her company till 
the night was pretty fax advanced, and did 
not take her leave till we retired to our 
apartment. 

'* As our lodgings were not spacious or mag- 
nificent, we resolved to see little company ; but 
this resolution was frustrated by the numerous 

acquaintance of Lord W -, who let in half 

the town : so that I ran the gauntlet for a whole 
week among a set of wits, who always delight 
in teasing a yotmg creature of any note, when 
she happens to make such a stolen match. 
Among those that visited us upon this occasion, 
was my lord's younger brother, who was at that 
time in keeping with a rich heiress of masculine 
memory, and took that opportunity of making a 
parade with his equipage, which was indeed 
very magnificent, but altogether disregarded by 
us, whose happiness consisted in the opulence 
of mutual love. 

"This ceremony of receiving visits being per- 
formed, we went to wait on his niother, the 

duchess of H , who> hearing I was an heiress, 

readily forgave her son for marrying without her 
knowledge and consent, and fevoured us with a 
very cordial reception ; insomuch that, for several 
montiis, we dined almost constantly at her table ; 
and I must own, I always found her unaltered in 
her civility and affection, contrary to her general 
character, which was haughty and capricious. 
She was undoubtedly a woman of great spirit 
and undentandfitg, bat subject to an infirmity 



which very mtuch inpaiis and disgoiscs erery 
other qaalificatien> 

'* In about tivce weeks after aif amniaga^ I 
was so happy as. to obtaia the fosfpveness of my 
^ther, to whose house we rcpasMdy in order to 
pay onr respects and anbnufision. At sight of 
me he wept ; nor did I behold his tears un- 
moved : my heart was overchaiged with, tender- 
ness and sorrow for having offended suck an 
indulgent parent : so that I mingled m,y tears 
with his, while my dear husband^ vhote soul 
was of the sofbsst and gentlest mou^ melted 
with sympathy at the affecting scene. Beicg 
thus reconciled to my father, we attended him 
into the country, where we were received by my 
mother, who was a sensible, good wotman, 
though not susceptible to love, and therefbi'e less 
apt to exaise a weakness to which she was an 
utter stranger. This was likewise the case with 
an untie, from whom I had great expectations. 
He was a plain, good-naUired man, and treated 
us with great courtesy; though his notions^ in 
point of love, were not exactly conformable to 
ours. Nevertheless, I was, and seemed to be, 
so happy in my choice, that my family not only 
became satisfied with the match,, bat extremely 
fond of Lord W — ' — . % 

" After a short stay with them in the coontry, 
we returned to London, in order to be introduced 
at court, and then, set out for the North, on a 

visit to my brother-in-law, the duke of H , 

who had, by a letter to Lord W ■ , invited us 
to his habitation. My father accordingly equipped 
us with horses and money ; for our own finances 
were extremely slender, consisting only of a 
small pension allowed by his grace, xvpoxk whom 
the brothers were entirely dependent ; the father 
having died suddenly, before suitable provision 
could be made for his younger childrcB. 

** When I took my leave of my relations, bid- 
ding adieu to my paternal home, and found my- 
self launching into a world of care and tixmble, 
though the voyage on whicli I'had embarked was 
altogether voluntary, and my companion the 
person on whom I doted to distraction,— I could 
not help feelmg some melanchc^y sensations, 
which, however, in a little time gave way to a 
train of more agreeable ideas. I was visited in 
town by almost ail the women of fashion, many 
of whom, I perceived, envied me the possession 
of a man who had made strange havoc among 
their hearts, and some of them knew the value of 
his favour. One in particular endeavoured to 
cultivate my friendship witk aix^[ular marks of 
regard ; but I thoi^ht prcper to diaoaurage her 
advances, by keeping within the bouads ci bare 
civility ; and indeed to none of them was I lavish 
of my complaisance ; ibr I dedicated my whole 
time to the object of my afiiecttoo, who engrossed 
my wishes to suck a degree,, that although I was 
never jealous, because I had ao reason to be so, 
I envied the happiness of evety woman wkoi&he 
chanced at any time to hand into a coach. 

'* Tlie duchess of -»-«-^ wko was newly mar- 
ried to the earl of F-*-^, a partkolar friend of 
Lord W— — *-'s, carried me to court, aad pre- 
sented me to the queen^ who expressed her 
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approbation of my person in very particalar 
terms, and, observing the satisfaction that ap- 
peared in my countenance with marks of admira- 
tion, desired her ladies to take notice, how little 
happiness depended upon wealth, since there 
was more joy in my face than in all her court 
besides. 

''Such a declaration could not fail to over- 
whelm me with blushes, which her Majesty 
seemed to behold with pleasure ; for she fre- 
quently repeated the remark, and showed me to 
all the foreigners of distinction, with many gra- 
cious expressions of favour. She wished Lord 

W happiness instead of joy, and was pleased 

to promise that she would provide for her pretty 
b^^rs : and poor enougli we certainly were in 
every article but love. Nevertheless, we felt no 
necessities, but passed the summer in a variety of 
pleasures and parties ; the greatest part of which 

was planned by Lord W 's sister, and another 

lady, who was at that time mistress to the prime 
minister. The first was a wit, but homely in her 
person ; the other, a woman of great beauty and 
masculine understanding ; and a particular friend- 
ship subsisted between them, though they were 
both lovers of power and admiration. 

"This lady, who sat at the helm, was ex- 
tremely elegant as well as expensive in her diver- 
sions, in many of which we bore a share ; parti- 
cularly in her parties upon the water, which were 
contrived in all the magnificence of taste. In the 
course of these amusements, a trifling circum- 
stance occurred, which I shall relate as an 
instance of that jealous sensibility which charac- 
terized Lord W 's disposition. A large com- 
pany of ladies and gentlemen having agreed to 
dine at Vauxhall, and sup at Marble-hall, where 
we proposed to conclude the evening with a 
dance, one barge being insufficient to contain the 
whole company, we were divided by lots ; in 
consequence of which my husband and I were 
parted. This separation was equally mortifying 
to us both, who, though married, were still 
lovers ; and my chagi'in was increased, when I 

perceived tliat I was to sit by Sir W. Y , a 

man of professed gallantry ; for, although Lord 

W had, before his marriage, made his 

addresses to every woman he saw, I knew very 
well he did not desire that any person should 
make love to his wife. 

** That I might not therefore give umbrage by 
talking to this gallant, I conversed with a Scot- 
tish nobleman, who, according to common 
report, had formerly sighed among my admirers : 
by these means, in seeking to avoid one error, I 
unwittingly plunged myself into a greater, and 

disoblig^ Lord W so much, that he could 

not conceal his displeasure ; nay, so deeply was 
be offended at my conduct, that in the evening, 
when the ball began, he would scarce deign to 
take me by the hand in the course of dancing, 
and dart^ such unkind looks as pierced me to 
the very soul. What augmented my concern, 
was my ignorance of the trespass I had com- 
mitted. I was tortured with a thousand uneasy 
reflections : I began to fear that I had mistaken 
his temper, and given my heart to a man who 



was tired of possession ; though I resolved to 
bear without complaining the misfortune I had 
entailed upon myself. 

" I seized the first opportunity of speaking to 
him, and thereby discovered the cause of his 
chagrin ; but, as there was no time for expostu- 
lation, the misunderstanding continued on his 
side with such evident marks of uneasiness, tliat 
every individual of the company made up to me, 
and inquired about the cause of his disorder ; so 
that I was fain to amuse their concern by saying 
that he had been ill the day before, and dancing 
did not agree with his constitution. So much 
was he incensed by this unhappy circumstance of 
my conduct, which was void of all intention to 
offend him, that he determined to be revenged 
of me for my indiscretion ; and at supper, chanc- 
ing to sit between two very handsome ladies 
(one of whom is lately dead, and the other at 
present my neighbour in the country), he affected 
an air of gaiety, and openly coquetted with them 
both. 

"This was not the 'only punishment he in- 
flicted on his innocent wife. In the course of 
our entertainment, we engaged in sonic simple 
diversion, in consequence of which the gentlemen 
were ordered to salute the ladies ; when Lord 

W , in performing this command, unkindly 

neglected me in my turn ; and I had occasion 
for all my discretion and pride, to conceal from 
the company the agonies I felt at this mark of 
indifference and disrespect. However, I ob- 
tained the victory over myself, and pretended to 
laugh at his husband-like behaviour, while the 
tears stood in my eyes, and xsay heart swelled 
even to bursting. 

** We broke up about five, after having spent 
the most tedious evening I had ever known ; 
and this offended lover went to bed in a state of 
sullen silence and disgust Whatever desire I 
had to come to an explanation, I thought myself 
so much aggrieved by his unreasonable prejudice, 
that I could not prevail upon myself to demand 
a conference till after his first nap, when, my 
pride giving way to my tenderness, I clasped 
him in my arms, though hc' pretended to dis- 
courage these advances of my love. I asked 
how he could be so unjust as to take umbrage at 
my civility to a man whom he knew I had refused 
for his sake ; I chid him for Ins barbarous en- 
deavours to awaken my jealousy ; and used such 
in*esistible arguments in my own vindication, 
that he was convinced of my innocence, sealed 
my acquittal with a kind embrace, and we 
mutually enjoyed the soft transports of a fond 
reconciliation. 

"Never was pa&sion more eager, delicate, or 
unreserved than that which glowed within our 
breasts. Far from being cloyed with the pos- 
session of each other, our raptures seemed to 
increase with the term of our union. When we 
were parted, though but for a few hours, by the 
necessary avocations of life, we were unhappy 
during that brief separation, and met again like 
lovers,* who knew no joy but in one another's 
presence. How many delicious evenings did we 
spend together, in our little apartment, after we 
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had ordered the candles to be taken away, that 
"vve might enjoy the agreeable reflection of the 
moon in a fine summer's evening ! Such a mild 
and solemn scene naturally disposes the mind to 
peace and Ijenevolence ; but when improved 
with the conversation of the man one loves, it 
fills the imagination with ideas of ineffable de- 
light. For my own part, I can safely say, my 
heart was so wholly engrossed by my husband, 
that I never took pleasure in any diversion where 
he was not personally concerned ; nor was I 
ever guilty of one thought repugnant to my duty 
and my love. 

** In the autumn we set out for the North, 
and were met on the road by the duke and 

twenty gentlemen, who conducted us to H n, 

where we lived in all imaginable splendour. 
His grace, at that time, maintained above a 
hundred servants, with a band of music, which 
always performed at dinner ; kept open table ; 
and was visited by a great deal of company. 
The economy of his house was superintended 
by his eldest sister, a beautiful young lady of an 
amiable temper, with whom I soon contracted 
an intimate friendship. She and the duke used 

to rally me upon my fondness for Lord W , 

who was a sort of a humourist, and apt to be in 
a pet ; in which case he would leave the com- 
pany, and go to bed by seven o'clock in the 
evening. On these occasions, I always disap- 
peared, giving up every consideration to that of 
pleasing my husband, notwithstanding the ridi- 
cule of his relations, who taxed me with having 
spoiled him with too much indulgence. But 
how could I express too much tenderness and 
condescension for a man who doted upon me to 
such excess, that when business obliged him to 
leave me, he always snatched the first oppor- 
tunity to return, and often rode through dark- 
ness, storms, and tempests, to ihy arms ? 

" Having stayed about seven months in this 
place, I found myself in a fair way of being a 
mother ; and that I might be near my own rela- 
tions in such an interesting situation, I and my 

dear companion departed from H n, not 

without great reluctance ; for I was fond of the 
Scots in general, who treated me with great 
hospitality and respect ; and, to this day, they 
pay me the compliment of saying I was one of 
the best wives in that country, which is so justly 
celebrated for good women. 

*' Lord W , having attended me to my 

father's house, was obliged to return to Scotland, 
to support his interest in being elected member 
of parliament ; so that he took his leave of me, 
with a full resolution of seeing me again before 
the time of my lying-in ; and all the comfort I 
enjoyed in liis absence was the penisal of his 
letters, which I punctually received, together 
with those of his sister, who, from time to time, 
favoured me with assurances of his constancy 
and devotion. Indeed, these testimonials were 
necessary to one of my disposition ; for I was 
none of those who could be contented with lialf 
a heart. I could not even spare one complacent 
look to any other woman, but expected the 
undivided homage of bis love. Had I been 



disappointed in this expectation, I should^ though 
a wife, have rebelled or died. 

** Meanwhile, my parent treated me with great 

tenderness, intending that Lord W should 

be settled in a house of his own, and accom- 
modated with my fortune, and his expectations 
from the queen were very sanguine, when I was 
taken ill, and delivered of a dead child, an event 
which aflfected me extremely. When I under- 
stood the extent of my misfortune, my heart 
throbbed with such violence that my breast could 
scarce contain it ; and my anxiety, being aggra- 
vated by the absence of my lord, produced a 
dangerous fever, of which he was no sooner 
apprised by letter, than he came post from Scot- 
land ; but before his arrival I was supposed to 
be in fair way. 

"During this journey, he was tortured with all 
that terrible suspense which prevails in the 
minds of those who are in danger of losing that 
which is most dear to them ; and when he en- 
tered the house, was so much overwhelmed with 
apprehension, that he durst not inquire about 
the state of my health. As for my part, I never 
closed an eye from the time on which I expected 
his return ; and when I heard his voice, I threw 
open my curtains, and sat up in the bed to re- 
ceive him, tliough at the hazard of my life. He 
ran towards me with all the eagerness of passion, 
and clasped me in his arms ; he kneeled by the 
bed-side, kissed my hand a thousand times, and 
wept with transports of tenderness and joy. In 
short, this meeting was so pathetic as to over- 
come my enfeebled constitution ; and we were 
parted by those who were wiser than ourselves, 
and saw that nothing was so proper for us as a 
little repose. 

" But how shall I relate the deplorable transi- 
tion from envied happiness to excess of misery 
which I now sustained I My month was hardly 
up, when my dear husband was taken ill ; perhaps 
the fatigue of body as well as mind, which he 
had undergone on my account, occasioned a fatal 
ferment in his blood, and his health fell a sacrifice 
to his love. Physicians were called from London ; 
but, alas ! they brought no hopes of his recovery. 
By their advice, he was removed to town, for 
the convenience of being punctually attended. 
Every moment was too precious to be thrown 
away ; he was therefore immediately put into the 
coach, though the day was far spent ; and I, 
though exceedingly weak, accompanied him in 
the journey, which was performed by the light 
of flambeaus, and rendered unspeakably shocking 
by the dismal apprehension of losing him every 
moment. 

** At length, however, we arrived at our lodg- 
ings in Pall-mall, where I lay by him on the 
floor, and attended the issue of his jdistemper in 
all the agonies of horror and despair. In a little 
time his malady settled upon his brain, and in 
his delirium he uttered such dreadful exclama- 
tions, as were sufficient to pierce the most savage 
heart ; what effect then must they have had on 
mine, which was fraught with every sentiment 
of the most melting affection ! It was not a 
common grief that took possession of my soul ; 
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I felt all the aggxaration of the most acute dis- 
tress. I sometimes ran down to the street in a 
fit of distraction : I sent lor the doctors every 
minute ; I weaned Heaven with vccf prayers ; 
even now my heart ju:bes at the remembrance of 
what I suffered, and I cannot, wtthoot trembling, 
proceed with the woful story. After having lain 
insensible some days, he recovered the use of 
^eech, and called upon my name, wliich he had 
a thousand times repeated while he was bereft of 
reason. All hopes of his life were nowTelinquished, 
and I was led to his bed-side to receive his last 
adieu, being directed to summon all my fortitude, 
and suppress my sorrow, tliat he might not be 
disturbed by my imitation. I collected all my 
resolution to support me in this affecting scene. 
I saw my dear lord in extremity. The beauties 
of his youth were all decayed ; yet his eyes, 
though languid, retained unspeakable sweetness 
and expression. He felt his end approaching, 
put forth his hand, and, with a look full of com- 
placency and benevolence, uttered such a tender 

tale good Heaven I how had I deserved such 

accumulated affliction, the bare remembrance of 
which now melts me into tears ? Human nature 
could not undergo my situation without suffering 
an ecstasy of grief. I clasped him in my arms, 
and kissed him a thousand times, with the most 
violent emotions of woe ; but I was torn from 
his embrace, and in a little time he was ravished 
for ever from my view. 

** On that fatal morning which put a period to 

liis life, I saw the duchess of L approach 

my bed, and, from her appearance, concluded 
that he was no more; yet I begged she would 
not confirm the unhappy presage, t^ announcing 
his death; and she accordingly preserved the 
most emphatic silence. I got «p, and trod softly 
over his head, as if I had been afraid of inter- 
nipting his repose. Alas ! he was no longer 
sensible of such disturbance. I was seized with 
a stupefaction of sorrow ; I threw up the window, 
and, looking around, thought the sun shone with 
the most dismal aspect ; everything was solitary, 
cheerless, and replete with horror. 

**In this condition I was, by the direction of 
my friend, conveyed to her house, where my 
faculties were so overpowered by the load of 
anguish which oppressed me, that I know not 
what passed during the first days of my unliappy 
widowhood ; this only I know ; the kind duchess 
treated me with all imaginable care and com- 
passion, and carried me to her country house, 
where I stayed some months ; during which, she 
endeavoured to comfort me with all the amuse- 
ments she could invent, and laid me under such 
obligations as shall never be erased from my 
remembrance ; yet, notwithstanding all her care 
and concern, I was, by my excess of grief, plunged 
into a languishing distemper, for which my p3iy- 
sicians advised me to drink the Bath waters. 

"In compliance with this prescription, I 
went thither towards the end of summer, and 
found some benefit by adhering to their directions; 
though I seldom went abroad, except when I 
visited my sister-in*law, who was there with the 
process; and, upon these occasions, I never 



failed to attmct the nodoe of the company, who 
were struck with the appearance oC snch a yonz^ 
creatve in weeds;. Nor was I free from the 
persecotion of professed adnmecs; but, being 
dead to all joy, I was deaf to the voice of adula- 
tion. ^ 

'* Abottt Christmas I repaired to my £uher's 
house, where my sorrows were revived by every 
object that recalled the idea of my dear hmiented 
lord. But these mckmcholy reflections I was 
obliged to bear, because I had no other home or 
habitation ; being left an wiprovided widow, 
altogether dependent on the affection of my 
own fiimily. During this winter, divers overtures 
were made to my faUier, by people who demanded 
me in marriage ; but my heart was not yet suffi- 
ciently weaned from my former pasaon, to admit 
the thoughts of another master. Among those 
that presented their pr<^>osals, was a. certain 
young nobleman, who^ upon the first news of 

Lord W 's death, came post from Paris, in 

order to declare his passion. He made his first 
appearance in a hired chariot and six, accom- 
panied by a big fat fellow, whom, as I afterwards 
learned, he had engaged to sound his praises, 
with the promise of a thousand ponnds, in lieu 
of which he paid him with forty. Whether it 
was with a view of screening himself from the 
cold, or of making a comfortable medium incase 
of being overturned, and falling under his weighty 
companion, I know not; but certain it is, the 
carriage was staffed with hay in such a manner, 
that, when he arrived, the servants were at some 
pains in rummaging and removing it, before they 
could come at their master, or help him to alight. 
When he was lifted out of the chariot, he ex* 
hibited a very ludicrous figure to the view ; he 
was a thin, meagre, shivering creature, of a low 
stature, with little black eyes, a long nose, sallow 
complexion, and pitted with the small-pox ; 
dressed in a coat of light brown fneze, lined with 
pink-coloured shag, a monstrous solitaire and 
bag, and, if I remember right, a pair of huge 
jack-boots. In a word, his whole appearance 
was so little calculated for inspiring lov^, tliat I 
had, on the strength of seeing him once before 
at Oxford, set him down as the last man on 
earth whom I would choose to wed ; and I will 
venture to afhrm, that he was in every particular 
the very reverse of my late husband. 

'* As my father was not at home, he stayed 
but one evening, and left his errand with my 
mother, to whom he was as disagreeable as to 
myself; so that his proposal was absolutely 
rejected, and I heard no more of him during the 
space of three whole months, at the expiration 
of which I went to town, where* this mortifying 
figure presented itself again, and renewed his 
suit, offering such advantageous terms of settle- 
ment, that my father began to relish the match, 
and warmly recommendid it to ray consideration. 

** Lord W ■■ ■ *« relations advised xne to em- 
bmce the opportunity of making myself inde- 
pendent; all my acquaintance plied me with 
arguments to the same purpose ; I was uneasy at 
home, and indifferent to all mankind. I weighed 
the motives with the objections, and with redact- 
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ance yielded to the importttuity of my friends. 
In consequence of this detemunation, the little 
gentleman was permitted to yisit me ; and the 
manner of his address did not at all alter the 
opinion I had conceived of his character and 
understanding. I was even shocked at the 
prospect of marrying a man whom I could not 
love ; and, in order to disburthen my own con- 
science, took an opportunity of telling him, one 
evenii^, as we sat opposite to each other, that 
it was not in my power to command my affection, 
and therefore he could not expect the possession 
of my heart. Lord W— — 's indulgence having 
spoiled me for a wife ; nevertheless^ I would 
endeavour to contract a friendship for him, 
which would entirely depend upon his own 
behaviour. 

''To this declaration lie ceplied, to my great 
surprise, tliat lie did not desire me to love him ; 
my friendship was sufficient ; and next day 
repeated this strange instance of moderation in a 
letter, which I communicated to my sister, who 
laughed heartily at the contents, and persuaded 
me, that, since I could love no man, he was the 
properest person to be my husband. 

** Accordingly, the wedding-clothes and equip- 
age being prepared, the day— the fatal day^ — ^was 
iixed ; on the morning of which» I went to the 

house of my brother-in-law, the duke of H , 

who loved me tenderly, and took my leave of 
the family ^-*-a family which I shall always 
remember with love, honour, and esteem. His 
grace received me in the most affectionate 

manner, saying, at parting, *Lady W , if 

he does not use you well, I will take you back 
again.' 

♦* The brid^;roQm and I met 'at Ox-— ^ 
Chapel, where the ceremony was performed by 
the bishop of W ■■ ■ , in presence of his lordship's 
mother, my father, and another lady. The 
nuptial knot being tied, we set out for' my 
father's house in the country, and proceeded full 
twenty miles on our journey, before my lord 
opened his mouth, my thoughts having been all 
that time employed on something quite foreign 
to my present situation ; for I was then but a 
giddy girl of eighteen. At length, my father 
broke silence, and, clapping his lordship on the 
shoulder, told him he was but a dull bride- 
groom; tipon which my lord gave him to under- 
stand that he was out of spirits. This dejecticm 
continued all the day, notwithstanding the re- 
freshment of a plentiful dinner, which he ate 
upon the road ; and in the evening we arrived at 
the place of our destination, where we were 
kindly received by my mother, though she had 
no liking to the match; and after supper ve 
retired to our apartment. 

' ' It was liere that I had occasion to perceive 
the most disagreeable contmst between my 
present helpmate and my former lord. Instead 
of flying to my arms with all the eagerness of 
love and rapture^ this manly representative sat 
moping in a comer, like a criminal on execution- 
day, and owned he was ashamed to bed with a 
woman whose hand he had scarce ever touched. 

'*I coald not help being aifitcted twith his 



pusillanimous behaviour: I remembered Lord 
W— V whUe I surveyed the object before me, 
and made such a comparison as filled me with 
horror and disgust : nay, to such a degree did 
my aversion to this phantom prevail, that I began 
to sweat with anguish at the thought of being 
subjected to his pleasure : and when, after a long 
hesitation, he ventured to approach me, I trem- 
bled as if I had been exposed to the embraces of 
a rattle-snake. Nor did the efforts of his love 
diminish this antipathy. His attempts were like 
the pawjngs of an imp, sent from hell to seize 
and torment some guilty wretch, such as are 
exhibited in some dramatic performance, which 
I never see acted without remembering my 
wedding-night. By such shadowy, unsubstantial, 
vexatious beliaviour, was I tantalized, and robbed 
of my repose ; and early next morning I got up, 
with a most sovereign contempt for my bedfellow, 
who indulged himself in bed till eleven. 

*' Having passed a few days in this place, I 
went home with him to his house at Twickenham ; 
and soon after we were presented at court, when 
the queen was pleased to say to my lord's mother, 
she did not doubt that we should be a happy 
couple, for I had been a good wife to my former 
husband. 

"Whatever deficiencies I had to complain of 
in my new spouse, he was not wanting in point 
of liberality ; I was presented with a veiy fine 
chariot studded with silver nails, and such a 
profusion of jewels, as fumislied a joke to some 
of my acquaintance, who observed that I was 
formerly queen of hearts, but now metamoi'phosed 
into the queen of diamonds. I now also had an 
opportunity, which I did not let slip, of paying 
Lord W-— — *s debts from my privy purse : and 
on that score received the thanks of his elder 
brother, who, though he had undertaken to 
discharge them, delayed the execution of his 
purpose longer than I thought they should remain 
unpaid. This uncommon splendour attracted 
the eyes and envy of my competitors, who were 
the more implacable in their resentments, be- 
cause, notwithstanding my marriage, I was as 
much as ever followed by the men of gallantry 
and pleasure, among whom it is a constant 
maxim, that a woman never withholds her affec- 
tions from her husband without an intention to 
bestow them somewhere else. I never appeared 
without a train of admirers, and my house in the 
country was always crowded with gay young 
men of quality. 

*' Among those who cultivated my good graces 
with the greatest skill and assiduity, were the 
Earl C— , and Mr. S- — -> brother to Lord 
F^-^- ; the former of whom, in the course of 
his addresses, treated me with an entertainment 
of snrpriiing magnificence, disposed into a dinner, 
supper^ and ball, to which I, at his desire, 
invited eleven ladies, whom he paired with the 
like nnmber of his own sex ; so that the whole 
company amounted to twenty-four. We were 
regaled with a most elegant dinner in an apart- 
ment which was altogether superb^ and served 
by gentlemen only, no livery servant being 
penniUed to come within the door. In the 
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iittle. True: I xras kept avr&ks \ff the joyful 
impatience of revisiting my lover. Indeed, I 
neglected no opportimity of flying to his arms. 

When Lord » was in the coantry we enjoyed 

each other's compauiy without interruption ; out 
when he resided in town, our correspondence was 
limited to stolen interviews, which were unspeak- 
ably delicious, as genuine love presided at the 
entertainment. 

*' Such was my happiness in the course of this 
tender communication, that to this day I r^nem- 
ber it with pleasure, though it has cost me dear 
in the sequel, and was at that time enjoyed at a 
considerable expense; for I devoted myself so 
entirely to my lover, who was desirous of en- 
grossing my time and thoughts, that myacquaint- 
tance, whidi was very numerous, justly accused 
me of neglect, and of consequence cooled in their 
fneodships ; but I was * all for love, or the world 
well lost ; ' and were the same opportunity to 
offer, I would act the same conduct over again. 

"Some there are who possibly may wonder 
how I could love twice with such violence of 
affection ; but all such observers must be unac- 
quainted with the human heart. Mine was 
naturally adapted for the tender passions; and 
had been so fortunate, so cherished, in its 6rst 
impressions, that it felt with joy the same sensa- 
tions revive, when influenced by the same en- 
gaging qualifications. Certain it is, I loved the 
second time as well as the first, and better was 
impossible. I gave up my all for both ? fortune 
and my father's favour for the one ; reputation, 
friends, and fortune for the other. Yet, notwith- 
standing this intimate connection, I did not re- 
linquish the world all at once: on the contrary, 
I still appeared at court, and attracted the notice 
and approbation of my royal patroness. I danced 
with the P~-~of W-— — ; a circumstance which 

so nearly affected Mr. S , who was present, 

that, in order to manifest his resentment, he 
chose the ugliest woman in the ball for his part- 
ner ; and I no sooner perceived his uneasiness, 
than I gave over, with a view of appeasing his 
displeasure. 

" Without tiepeftting particular circumstances, 
let it suffice to say, our mutual passion was a 
perfect copy of that which had subsisted between 

me and 'my dear lord W ; it was jealous, 

melting, and delicate, and chequered with little 
accidents, which serve to animate and maintain 
the flame in its first ardency of rapture. When 
my lover was sick, I attended and nursed him 
with inde&tigable tenderness and care; and 
during an indispositioin which I caught in the 
performance of this agreeable office, he discharged 
the obl^ation with all the warmth of S3rfispathy 
and love. 

"It was, however, judged necessary by the 
physicians that I should use the Bath waters for 
the recovery of my health ; and I set out for that 
place, glad of a pretence to be absent from Lord 
•■■ i with whom I lived on venr unhappy terms. 
He had, about nine months after our marriage, 
desired that wis might sleep in separate beds, and 
gave a veiT whimsical reason for this proposal. 
He said, the immensity of his love deprivectlftini 



of the power of gn^fication; and that some 
commerce with an object, to which his heart 
was not attached, might, by diminishing the trans- 
ports of his spirits, recompose his nerves, and 
enable him to enjoy the fruits of his good fortune. 

** You may be sure I made no objections to this 
plan, which was immediately put in execution. 
He made his addresses to a nymph of Dmry- 
lane, whose name, as he told me, was Mrs. 
Rock. She made shift to extract some money 
from her patient ; but his in6rmity was beyond 
the power of her art, though she made some mis- 
chief between us ; and I communicated my sus- 
picion to the Duke of H , who intended to 

have expostulated with her upon the subject ; 
but she got intimation of his design, and saved 
him the trouble by a precipitate retreat. 

** After my return from Bath, where Mr. 

S and I had lived happily, until we xvcre 

interrupted by the arrival of my husband, his 
lordship expressed an inclination to be my bed* 
fellow again. In this particular I desired to be 
excused : I would not be the first to propose the 
separation, which, though usual in other coun- 
tries, is contrary to the custom of England, being 
unwilling to furnish the least handle for censure, 
as my character was still tmblemi^ed ; yet, when 
the proposal came from him, I thought myself 
entitled to refuse a re-union, to which I accord- 
ingly objected. 

** This opposition produced a quarrel, which 
rose to a state of perpetual animosity ; so that 
we began to talk of parting. My lord relished 
the expedient, agreeing to add three hundred 
pounds a year to my pin money, which, by the 
bye, was never paid ; and I renounced all state 
and grandeur, to live in a small house that I 
hired at Carshalton, where I passed my time for 
two months, in the most agreeaUe retirement, 
with my dear lover. At length I was disturbed 
by the intrusion of my lord, who mole^ed me 
with visits and solicitations to vetum, pretending 
that he had changed his mind, and insisting 
upon my compliance with his desire. 

" I exhausted my invention in endeavours to 
evade his request, but he persecuted me without 
ceasing ; so that I was fain to capitulate, on con- 
dition that he should immediately set out for 
France, and that he should not pre«ime to 
approach my bed until our arrival at Calais. 
We accordingly departed for that kingdom ; 
and, far from infringing the least article of our 
treaty, his lordship did not insist upon his privi- 
lege before we reached the capital of France. 

** Meanwhile, I began to feel the effect of my 
passion in a very interesting manner, and com- 
municated my discovery to the dear author of it, 
who would not leave me in such an affecting 
situation, but took the first opportunity of fol- 
lowing us to France. 

*'In our road to Paris, we Stopi>ed to visit 
Chantilly, a magnificent chiteati belonging to 
the prince of Conde, and there met by accident 
with some English noblemen, to whom I was 
known. The prince and his sifters invited me 
very politely into the gallery where they sat. 
They complimented me on my person, and 
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seemed to admire my dress, whidi was alto- 
gether new to them, being a blue English 
riding-habit, trimmed with gold, and a hat with 
a feather. They were particularly well pleased 
with my hair, which hung down to my waist ; 
and pressed me to stay a jfortnight at their 
house, — an invitation which I was very much 
mortified at being obliged to refiise, because my 
lord did not understand the French language. 
I was enchanted with the place and the com- 
pany, the women being amiable, and the men 
polite : nor were they stmngers to my name and 
story ; for Mr. S— — calling at the same place a 
few days after, they rallied him on my account. 
' ** When we arrived at PSaris, the first thing I 
did was to metamorphose myself into a French 
woman. I cut off my hair, hid a very good 
complexion of my own with rouge, reconciled 
myself to powder, which I had never used 
before, put on a robe with a large hoop, and 
went to the Tuileries, full bf spirits and joy ; for 
at that time everything conspired to make me 
happy : I had health, youth, and beauty, love, 
vanity, and afflueuce ; and found myself sur- 
rounded with diversions, which were gay, new, 
and agreeable. My appearance drew upon me 
the eyes of the whole company, who considered 
me as a stianger, but not a foreigner, so com- 
pletely was I equipped in the fashion of the 
French ; and when they understood who I was, 
they applauded my person with the most lavish 
encomiums, according to their known politeness. 

"After having made a circuit round all the 
public places of entertainment in Paris, I was 
introduced into company by an English family 
residing in that city : and among others became 
acquainted with a French lady, whose charms 

were remarkably attractive. The duke of K 

was her admirer; but she lived in reputation 
with her mother and an agreeable sister, whose 

lover was the prince of C , for almost every 

lady in France has her aimant, 

**With this charming woman, whose name 
was Madame de la T*— — , I often made parties 

of pleasure. The duke, Mr. S , she, and I 

used to meet in the Bois de Boulogne, which is 
a pleasant wood at a small distance from Paris, 
whither the company repairs, in the summer 
season, for the benefit of the air ; and, after 
having amused ourselves among the groves, em- 
barked in his grace's equipage, which was 
extremely elegant, being a calash drawn by six 
fine long-tailed greys, adorned with ribbons in 
the French taste ; and thus we were conducted 
to a little enchanted, or at least enchanting, 
palace, possessed by the duke, at one end of the 
town. The lower apartment, appropriated to 
me, was furnished with yellow and silver ; the 
bed surrounded with looking-glasses; and the 
door opened into the garden, laid out in a cradle- 
walk, and intervening parterres of roses and 
other flowers. Above-stairs my female com- 
panion lodged in a diamber furnished with 
chintz. We supped together in the saloon, 
which, though small, was perfectly elegant. The 
company was always good-humoured, the con- 
versaii^n lightly and joyous, and the scene, 



though oft^n repeated, still delightful and 
entertaining. 

" At other times, Mr. S— ^^ and I used to 
pass our evenings at the palace of the prince of 

C , which his highness lent ns for our 

accommodation: the apartments opened into 
the gardens of the Luxembourg, and were, m 
point of magnificence, suitable to the owner. 
Thither I used to repair in a flaming equipage, 
on pretence of visiting, and spent the best part 
of the night with him who was dearer to me 
than all the princes in the world. 

** While I was happily engaged in these 
ravishing parlies, my little lord was employed 
in efforts to recover his health by restoratives, 
and I know not what ; for he still lamented the 
enfeebling effects of his passion, and complained 
that he loved me more like an angel than a 
woman, though he strove to govern his affection 
according to the doctrines of the Christian 
religion, as he regulated his life by the maxims 
of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden. The mean- 
ing of this declaration I could never learn ; and, 
indeed, I have been often tempted to believe lie 
had no meaning at all. 

"Be that as it will, I found my size visibly 
increasing, and my situation extremely uneasy, 
on account of the perpetual wrangling which 
]3revailed betwixt us, in consequence of his desir- 
ing to sleep with me again, after we had parted 
beds for the second time ; and, that I might be 
no longer exposed to such disagreeable persecu- 
tion, I resolved to leave him, though at the 
hazard of my life. 

"Thus determined, I went to the British 
ambassador in a hackney-coach ; and, in order 
to disguise my youth, which might have prepos- 
sessed him against my judgment, mufHed myself 
up in a black hood, which, as he said, instead of 
lending an air of gravity to my countenance, 
added a wildness to my looks which was far 
from being disagreeable. He had been a gallant 
man in his youth ; and even then, though well 
stricken in years, was not insensible to the power 
of beauty. This disposition, perhaps, rendered 
him more favourable to my cause, though he at 
firet advised me to return to my husband ; but 
finding me obstinate, he undertook to serve roc 
in my own way, and procure protection from the 
French king, by virtue of which I could live at 
Paris unmolested by my lord. Nevertheless, he 
advised me, if I was determined to leave him, to 
make the best of my way to England, and sue 
for a divorce. 

" I relished his opinion, and concealed myself 
about three days in Paris, during which I bor- 
rowed some linen ; for, as it was impossible to 
convey anything out of my own house without 
suspicion, I had neither dothes for my accom- 
modation, nor a servant to wait on me. 

" In this solitary condition I took the road to 
Flanders, after I had put my lord upon a wrong 
scent,, by writi^ a letter to him, datsd at Calais, 
and travelled through an. miknown country, 
without any other attendant than the postilion 5 
being subjected to this inconvenience by the laws 
of France^ which are so severe in some particn- 
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lars, that if any person had been apprehended 
with me, he would have suffered death, for gfoing 
off with a man's wife ; though any man might 
go to bed with the same woman without fear of 
incurring any legal punishment. 

"I proceeded night and day without inter- 
mission, that I might the sooner reach Flanders, 
where I knew I should be safe ; and as the 
nights were excessively cold, I was fain to wrap 
myself up in flannel, which I bought for the 
purpose, as I had no clothes to keep me warm, 
and travelled in an open chaise. While we 
passed through dreary woods, quite remote from 
the habitations of men, I was not without appre- 
hension of being stripped and murdered by the 
postilion ; and in all probability owed my safety 
to the indigence of my appearance, which might 
also protect me in two miserable places where I 
was obliged to lie, before I got out of the terri- 
tories of France ; for, as I could not reach the 
great towns where I intended to lodge, I was 
under the necessity of putting up at little 
wretched hovels, where no provision was to be 
had but sour brown bread and sourer cheese ; 
and everything seemed to denote the dens of 
despair and assassination. 

**I made shift, however, to subsist on this 
fare, uncomfortable as it was ; confided in the 
meanness of my equipage for the security of my 
person ; and at length arriving at Brussels, fixed 
my quarters in the Hotel de Flandre (so well 
known to the English since), where I thought 
myself extremely happy in the accomplishment 
of my flight. 

*'I had not been full two days in this place, 
when I was blessed with a sight of my lover, 
who followed me on the wings of love, in pur- 
suance of the plan we had projected before my 
departure ftom Paris. Here we concerted mea- 
sures for proceeding to England. I hired a tall, 
fine Liegeoise for a maid ; and, setting out for 
Ostend, we embarked in a vessel in which Mr. 

S had bespoken our passage. Our voyage 

was short and prosperous, and the time most 
agreeably spent in the company of my dear 
partner, who was a most engaging man in all 

respects, as I dare say my Lady O has since 

found him. 

'*I assumed a fictitious name, took private 
lodgings in Poland-street, retained lawyers, and 
commenced a suit for separation against my 
lord. I communicated the reasons of my elope- 
ment to my father, who was shocked and sur- 
prised at my conduct, which he condemned with 
expressions of sorrow and resentment. But the 
step was taken ; nor did I repent of what I bad 
done, except on his account. 

" In the morning after my arrival at London, 
I waited upon the lord chief justice, to whom I 
complained of the usage I had received from my 
lord, whose temper was teasing, tiresome, and 
intolerably capncious. Indeed, his behaviour 
was a strange compound of madness and folly, 
seasoned with a small proportion of sense : no 
wonder then that I, who am hot and hasty, 
should be wretched under the persecution of such 
a perverse humorist, who used to terrify me, and 



scold at me the whole night without intermission, 
and shake my pillow from time to time, that I 
might not sleep, while he tormented me with his 
disagreeable expostulations. I have been often 
frightened almost out of my senses at seeing him 
convulsed with the most unreasonable passion ; 
and chagrined to the highest degree of disgust, 
to find, by repeated observation, his disposition 
so preposterous, that his satisfaction and displea* 
sure never depended upon the cause he had to 
be satisfied or disobliged ; but, on the contrary, 
when he had most reason to be pleased he was 
always most discontented, and very often in good 
humour when he had reason enough for vexation. 

" While I lived in Poland-street I was engaged 
with lawyers, and so often visited by my father, 
that I could not dedicate my whole time, as 
usual, to my lover ; nor was it convenient that 
he should be seen in my company : he therefore 
took a small house at Camberwell, whither I 
went as often as I had an opportunity; and 
maintained the correspondence with such eager- 
ness and industry, that, although I was six 
months gone with child, I have often, by myself 
set out for his habitation, in a hackney-coach, at 
eleven o'clock at night, and returned by six in 
the morning, that I might be in my own bed 
when my father came to see me ; for I concealed 
my amour, as well as the effects of it, from his 
knowledge ; and fi*equently took water from the 
Bridge, that my motions might not be discovered. 
Nothing but the most passionate love could have 
supported my spirits under such vicissitudes of 
fatigue, or enabled my admirer to spend whole 
days by himself in such a solitary retirement. 

" By this time my lord was arrived in England, 
and employed in discovering the place of my 
retreat ; so that I lived in continual alarm, and 
provided myself with a speaking-trumpet, which 
stood by my bedside, to be used in calling for 
assistance, in case my pursuer should make an 
attack upon my lodgings. 

**This situation being extremely uncomfort- 
able, I had no sooner begun my process against 
him, than I put myself entirely under the protec- 
tion of Mr. S 1 who condifcted me to the 

house of a friend of his who lived in the country, 
where I was secure from the attempts of my 
husband. The world had now given me up, and 
I had renounced the world with the most perfect 
resignation. I weighed in my own breast what 
I should lose in point of character with what I 
suffered in my peace at home, and found that 
my reputation was not to be preserved, except 
at the expense of my quiet ; for his lordship was 
not disposed to make me easy, had I been ever 
so discreet. I therefore determined to give up a 
few ceremonial visits, and empty professions, for 
the more substantial enjojmients of life. 

" We passed our time very agreeably, in vari- 
ous amusements, with this friend of Mr. S , 

until the term of my reckoning was almost ex- 
pired ; then returned to London, and took lodg- 
ings in Southampton-street, where I began to 
make preparations for the approaching occasion. 
Here I proposed to live with the utmost circum- 
spection. I disguised my name, saw nobody 
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but my lawyer and lover, and never approached 
the window, lest I should be discovered by acci- 
dent. Notwithstanding these precautions, my 
French maid, whom I had sent for some of my 
clothes, was dogged in her return, and next 
morning my lord took my lodgings by storm. 
Had he given the assault in his own person only, 
I make no doubt but he would have suffered a 
repulse from the opposition of the Liegeoise, 
who made all the resistance in her power, but 
was obliged to give way to superior numbers. I 
was at that time in bed, and, hearing an unusual 
noise below, rang my bell, in order to know the 
cause of such disturbance. I drew my curtain 
at the same time, and whom should I see enter- 
ing my chamber but his lordship, attended by a 
constable, and the footman who had discovered 
my retreat ! 

" Such an unexpected visit could not fail to 
affect me with surprise and consternation"; how- 
ever, I summoned all my fortitude to my aid, 
and, perceiving the fellows were about to open 
my window-shutters, desired their principal to 
Older them down-staii-s. He readily complied 
with my request ; and, sitting down by my bed- 
side, told me, with an air of triumph, that he 
had found me at last ; and I frankly owned that 
I was heartily sorry for his success. Instead of 
upbraiding me with my escape, he proceieded to 
entertain me with all the news in town, and gave 
me a minute detail of everything which had 
happened to him since our parting ; among other 
articles of intelligence, giving me to understand 

that he ^ad challenged Mr. S , who refused 

to fight him, and was in disgrace with the prince 
of W on that account. 

** But here his lordship did not strictly adhere 
to the naked truth ; he had indeed, before our 
departure from the country, gone to my lover, 
and insisted upon having satisfaction in Hyde 
Park, two days from the date of his demand, 

Jind at three o'clock in the afternoon. S , 

believing him in earnest, accepted the invitation ; 
though he observed, that these affairs could not 
be discussed too soon, and wished the time of 
meeting might be at an earlier hour. But his 
lordship did not choose to alter the circumstances 
of his first proposal ; and, when he went away, 
said he should expect him at the appointed time 
and place, if it did not rain. 

*' His antagonist gave me an account of the 
conversation, when I assured him the whole 
business would end in smoke. Accordingly, my 
lord sent him a letter on Monday, desiring that 
the assignation might be deferred till Thursday, 
that he might have time to settle his affairs, and 

pay S a hundred pounds, which he had 

formerly borrowed of him. When Thursday 
came, he was favoured with another epistle, 
importing that the challenger had changed his 
mind, and would seek satisSction at law. Thus 
ended that heroic exploit, which his lordship 
now boasted of with such arrogant misrepresent- 
ation. 

"Whilst he regaled me with these interesting 
particulars, I was. contriving a scheme to frus- 
trate the discovery he bad made ; so that I did 



not contradict his assertions, but told him, that 
if he would go down-stairs, I would rise and 
come to breakfast. He consented to this pro- 
posal with great cheerfulness ; and I own I was 
not a little sui-prised to find him, at this first 
interview, in as good a humour as if nothing had 
happened to interrupt the felicity of our matri- 
monial union. 

"It cost me some invention to conceal my 
condition from his notice, being now within a 
week of the expected crisis ; but I knew I had 
to do with a man of no great penetration, and 
succeeded in my attempt accordingly. We 
breakfasted with great harmony, and I invited 
him to dinner, after having prevailed upon him 
to send away his myrmidons, whom, neverthe- 
less, he ordered to return at eleven o'clock at 
night. We conversed together with great gaiety 
and mirth. When I rallied him for visiting me 
in such a deshabille, he stood on tiptoe to view 
himself in the glass ; and, owning I was in the 
right, said he would go and dress himself before 
dinner. He accordingly went ,away, charging 
my maid to give him entrance at' his return : and 
he was no sooner gone than I wrote to Mr. 
S , giving him an account of what had hap- 
pened. Then, without having determined upon 
any certain plan, I huddled on my clothes, 
mufHed myself up, and, calling a chair, went to 
the next tavern, where I stayed no longer than 
was sufficient to change my vehicle ; and, to the 
astonishment of the drawers, who could not con- 
ceive the meaning of my perturbation, proceeded 
to a shop in the neighbourhood, where I dis- 
missed my second chair, and procured a hackney- 
coach, in which I repaired to the lodgings of my 
lawyer, whom I could trust. Having made him 
acquainted with the circumstances of my distress, 
and consulted him about a proper place of re- 
treat, after some recollection, he directed me to 
a little house in a court, to which, by the assist- 
ance of my lover, my woman and clothes were 
conveyed that same evening. 

"My lord, however, came to dinner, accord- 
ing to invitation, and did not seem at all alarmed 
when n)y maid told him I was gone, but stepped 
to my lawyer, to know if he thought I should 
return. Upon his answering in the affirmative, 
and advising his lordship to go back in the mean 
time, and eat the dinner I had provided, he very 
deliberately took his advice, made a very hearty 
meal, drank his bottle of wine, and, as I did not 
return according to his expectation, withdrew, in 
order to consult his associates. This motion of 
his furnished my woman with an opportunity of 
making her retreat, and, when he returned at 
night, the coast was clear, and he found nobody 
in the house but a porter, who had been left to 
take care of the furniture. He was so enraged 
at this disappointment, that he made a furious 
noise, which raised the whole neighbouritood, 
reinforced his crew with the authority of a justice 
of the peace, tarried in the street till three 
o'clock in the morning, discharged a lodging he 
had hired at a barber's shop, opposite to the 
house from which I had escaped, and retired 
with the comfortable reflection of having don« 
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for the good of us both we should part. He 
ought to have reflected on that before, not after 
I had sacrificed my all for his love. I was well- 
nigh distracted by this confirmation of his incon- 
stancy ; and I wonder to this day how I retained 
the use of reason, under such circumstances 
of horror and despair. My grief laid aside all 
decorum and restraint; I told my father that 

S was dying, and that I would visit him with 

all expedition. 

** Startled at the proposal, this careful parent 
demonstrated the f&tal consequence of such an 
unguarded step ; reminded me of the difficulty 
with which he had prevailed upon my mother 
and uncle to forgive my former imprudence ; ob- 
served, that his intention was, to carry me into 
the country next day, in order to effect a perfect 
reconciliation; but now I was on the brink of 
forfeiting all pretensions to their regard, by com- 
mitting another fatal eiTor, which could not pos- 
sibly be retrieved ; and that, for his part, what- 
ever pangs it might cost him, he was resolved to 
banish me from his sight for ever. 

"While he uttered this declaration, the tears 
trickled down his cheeks, and he seemed over- 
whelmed with the keenest sorrow and mortifi- 
cation; so it may be easily conceived what were 
the impressions of my ^rief, reinforced with the 
affliction of a father whom I dearly loved, and 
the consciousness of being the cause of all his 
disquiet I was struck dumb with remorse and 
woe ; and when I recovered the use of speech, I 
told him how sensible I was of his great good- 
ness and humanity, and owned how little I 
deserved his favour and affection ; that the sense 
of my own unworthiness was one cause of my 
present distraction ; for, such was the condition 

of my fate, that I must either see S , or die. 

I said, though I could not expect his forgiveness, 
I was surely worthy of his compassion; that 
nothing but the most irresistible passion could 
have misled me at first from my duty, or 
tempted me to incur the least degree of his dis- 
pleasure ; that the same fatal influence still pre- 
vailed, and would, in all probability, continue to 
the grave, which was the only abode in which I 
hoped for peace. 

'* While I expressed myself in this manner, 
my dear good fatlier wept with the most tender 
sympathy, and saying, I might do as I pleased, 
for he had done with me, quitted the room, 
leaving me to the cruel sensations of my own 
heart, which almost burst with anguish, upbraid- 
ing me with a fault which I could not help com- 
mitting. I immediately hired a chariot and six, 
and would have set put by myself, had not my 
father*s affection, which all my errors could hot 
efface, provided an attendant. He saw nie quite 
delirious and des|»eiate, 'and therefore engaged a 
relation of my bwn to accompany and take care 
of me in this, rash expedition, J 

" During this journey, whicli lasted two days, I 
felt no remission of grief and anxiety, but imder- 
went the most intolerable sorrow and suspense; 
at last we arrived at a little house called the Hut, 
on Salisbury Plain, where, in the most frantic 
*^itation, I wrote a letter to S— -, describing 



the miserable condition to which I was reduced 
by his unkindness, and desiring to see him with 
the most earnest solicitations. This billet I com- 
mitted to the care of my attendant, and laid 

strong injunctions upon him to tell Mr. S , 

my injuries were so great, and my despair so 
violent, that if he did not favour me with a visit, 
I would go to him, though at his sister's house, 
where he then was. 

** He received my message with great cold- 
ness, and told my friend, that if I would return ' 
to London without insisting upon the interview 
I demanded, he would in a little time follow me 
to town, and everything should be amicably ad- 
justed ; but when the messenger assured him that 
I was too much transported with grief to hear of i 
such a proposal, he consented to meet me in the 
middle of Salisbuiy Plain, that we might avoid 
all observation : and though I was little able to 
walk, I set out on foot for the place of assign- 
ation, my companion following at a small 
distance. 

** When I saw him leading his horse down the 
hill, I collected all my fortitude, and advanced 
to him with all the speed I could exect ; but 
when I made an effort to speak, my tongue 
denied its office ; and so lively was the expression 
of unutterable sorrow in my countenance, that 
his heai-t, hard as it was, melted at sight of my 
sufferings, which he well knew proceeded froni 
the sincerity of my love. At length I recovered 
the use of si^eech enough to tell him that I was 
come to take my leave ; and when I would have 
proceeded, my voice failed me again ; but, after 
a considerable pause, I found means, with great 
difficulty, to let him know how sensible I was of 
my own incapacity to retrieve his lost affections, 
but that I was willing, if possible, to retain his 
esteem, of which, could I be assured, I would; 
endeavour to compose myself; that I was deter- 
mined to leave the kingdom, because I could not 
bear the sight of these places where we had been 
so happy in our mutual love ; and that till my 
departure, I hoped he would visit me sometime^ 
that I might, by degrees, wean myself from his 
company; for I should not be'able to survive 
the shock of being deprived of him all at 
once. 

**This address may seem very humble to an 
untoncemed observer; but love will tame the 
proudest disposition, as plainly appeared in my 
case; for I had naturally as mUch spirit, or more, 

than the generality of people have, Mr. S • 

was so much confounded at the manner of my 
befhaviour, that he scarce knew what answer to 
make ; for, as he afterwards owned, he expected 
to hear himself upbraided ; but he was not proof 
against my tenderness. After some hesitation, 
he said, he never meant to forsalce me entirely, 
that his affection was still unimpaired, and that 
he would follow me directly to London. I 
imposed upon myself, and believed what he 
said, because I could not bear to think of 
parting with him for ever ; and returned to town 
in a more tranquil state of mind than that in 
which I had left my father, though my heart was 
far from being at ease ; my fears being ingenious 
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enough to foresee that I should never be able to 
overcome his indifference. 

*'I took lodgings in Mount-street, and my 
maid having disposed of herself in marriage, 
hired another, who supplied her place very much 
to my satisfaction ; she was a good girl, had a 
particular attachment to me, and for many years 
during which she lived in my service was inde- 
fatigably assiduous in contributing to my ease, 
or, rather, in alleviating my affliction ; for, 

though S came up to town according to 

promise, and renewed a sort of correspondence 
with me for the space of five months, his com- 
plaisance would extend no farther ; and he gave 
me to understand that he had determined to go 

abroad with Mr. V , whom he accordingly 

accompanied in his envoying to D . 

**l understood the real cause of this expedi- 
tion, which, notwithstanding his oaths and 
protestations of unabated love and regard, I 
construed into a palpable mark of dislike and 
disrespect ; nor could the repeated assurances I 
received from him in letters mitigate the anguish 
and mortification that preyed upon my heart. I 
therefore gave up all hopes of recovering the 
happiness I had lost ; I told him on the eve of 
his departure that he might exercise his gallantry 
a great while before he would meet with my 
fellow in point of sincerity and love ; for I would 
rather have been a servant in his house, with 
the privilege of seeing him, than the queen of 
England, debarred of that pleasure. 

** When he took his leave, and went down- 
stairs, I shrunk at every step he made, as if a 

- new wound had been inflicted upon me; and 
when I heard the door shut behind him, my 
heart died within me. I had the satisfaction to 
hear afterwards he lamented the loss of me 
prodigiously, and that he had never been so 
happy since. I sat down to write a letter, in 
which I forgave his indifference, because I knew 

- the affections are altogether involuntary, and 
wished him all the happiness he deserved. I 
then walked up and down the room in the most 
restless anxiety, was put to bed by my maid, 
rose at six, mounted my horse, and rode forty 
miles, in order to fatigue myself, that I might 
next night enjoy some repose. This exercise I 
daily underwent for months together ; and when 
it did not answer my purpose, I used to walk 
round Hyde-park in the evening, when the place 
was quite solitary, and unvisited hy any other 
human creature. 

** In the course of this melancholy perambula- 
tion, I was one day accosted by a very great 
man, ivlio, after the first salutation, asked 

whether or not my intercourse with S was 

at an end, and if I had any allowance from ray 
husband. To the first of these questions I 
replied in the affirmative ; and to the last 
answered that my lord did not allow me a great 
deal ; indeed, I might have truly said nothing at 
all, but I was too proud to own my indigence. 
He then expressed his wonder how one like me, 
who had been used to splendour and affluence 
from my cradle, could make shift to live in my 
present narrow circumstances ; and when I told 



him that I could make a veiy good shifb so I had 
peace, he seemed to lament my situation, and 
very kindly invited me to sup with his wife at hb 
house. I accepted the invitation without any 
apprehension of the consequences, and when I 
went to the place was introduced into an apart- 
ment magnificently lighted up, I suppose, for my 
reception. 

** After I had stayed alone for some time in 
this mysterious situation, without seeing a living 
soul, my inviter appeared, and said he hoped I 
would not take it amiss that he and I were to 
sup by ourselves, as he Iiad something to say 
which could not be so properly communicated 
before company or servants. I then for the first" 
time perceived his drift to my no small surprise 
and indignation ; and, with evident marks of 
displeasure, told him I was sure he had nothing 
to propose that would be agreeable to my inclin- 
ation, and that I would immediately leave the 
house ; upon which he gave me to understand 
that I could not possibly retire, b€bause he had 
sent away my chair, and all his servants were 
disposed to obey his orders. 

'* Incensed at this declaration, which I con- 
sidered as an insult, I answered, with an air of 
resolution, it was very well; I despised his 
contrivance, and was afraid of nobody. Seeing 
me thus alarmed, he assured me I had no reason 
to be afraid ; that he had loved me long, and 
could find no other opportunity of declaring his 

passion. He said the Q had told him that 

Lord — — had renewed his addresses to me ; and, 
as he understood from my own mouth, my corre- 
spondence with S was absorutely broken off, 

he thought himself as well entitled as another to 
my regard. In conclusion, he told me that I 
might command his purse, and that he had 
power enough to bring me into the world again 
with iclaU To these advances I replied that he 
was very much mistaken in his opinion of my 
character if he imagined I was to be won by any 
temptations of fortune ; and very frankly declared 
that I would rather give myself to a footman than 
sell myself to a prince. 

** Supper being served, we sat down together ; 
but I would neither eat nor drink anything, ex- 
cept a little bread and water ; for I was an odd, 
whimsical girl, and it came into my head that 
he might, perhaps, have mixed something in the 
victuals or wine which would alter my way of 
thinking. In short, finding himself baffled in 
all his endeavours, he permitted me, about twelve 
o'clock, to depart in peace, and gave up his suit 
as a desperate cause. 

" This uncomfortable life did I lead for a whole 
twelvemonth, without feeling the least abatement 
of my melancholy. Finding myself worn to a 
skeleton, I resumed my former resolution of try- 
ing to profit by change of place, and actually 
went abroad with no other attendant but my 
woman, and the utmost indifference for life. My 
intention was to have gone to the south of France, 
where I thought I could have subsisted on the 
little I had left, which amounted to five hundred 
pounds, until the issue of my lawsuit, by which 
I hoped to obtain some provision from my lord ; 
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returned to the other country house which he 

had left, where Lord B addicted himself so 

much to hunting, and other male diversions, that 
I began to think he neglected me, and apprised 
him of my suspicion ; assuring him, at the same 
time, that I would leave him as soon as my 
opinion should be confirmed. This declaration 
had no effect upon his behaviour, which became 

so remarkably cold, that even Mr. R , who 

lived with us, imagined that his affection was 
palpably diminished. When I went to town, I 
was usually attended by his cousin, or this gen- 
tleman, or both, but seldom favoured with his 
company ; nay, when I repaired to Bath, for the 
re-establishment of my health, he permitted me 
to go alone ; so that I was quite persuaded of 
his indifference ; and yet I was mistaken in my 
opinion ; but I had been spoiled by the behaviour 

CI my first husband, and Mr. S , who never 

quitted me for the sake of any amusement, and 
often resisted the calls of the most urgent busi- 
ness rather than part from me, though but for a 
few hours. I thought every man who loved me 
truly would act in the same manner ; and whether 
I am right or wrong in my conjectures, I leave 
wiser casuists to judge. Certain it is, such sacri- 
fice and devotion is the most pleasing proof of 
an admirer's passion ; and Voyez-tnoi plus souvent^ 
tt ne me donna n'en, is one of my favourite 
maxims. A man may give money, because he 
is profuse ; he may be violently fond, because 
he is of a sanguine constitution ; but if he gives 
me his time, he gives me an unquestionable proof 
of my being in full possession of his heart. 

** My appearance at Bath, without the com- 
pany of Lord B , occasioned a general sur- 
prise, and encouraged the men to pester me with 
addresses ; every new admirer endeavouring to 
advance his suit, by demonstrating the unkind 
and disrespectful behaviour of his lordship. 
Indeed, this was the most effectual spring they 
could touch : my pride and resentment were 
alarmed ; and I was weak enougli to listen to 
one man, who had like to have insinuated him- 
self into my inclinations. He was tall and large- 
boned, wilh white hair, inclining to what is 
called sandy, and had the reputation of being 
handsome, though I think he scarce deserved 
that epithet. He possessed a large fortune, loved 
mischief, and stuck at nothing for the accom- 
plishment of his designs ; one of his chief 
pleasures being that of setting any two lovers at 
variance. lie employed his address upon me 
with great assiduity, and knew so well how to 
manage my resentment, that I was pleased with 
his manner, heard his vows without disgust, and, 
in a word, promised to delibei-ate within myself 
upon his proposals, and give him an account of 
my determination in writing. 

**Thus resolved, I went to Lord B , in 

Wiltshire, whither I was followed by this pre- 
tender to my heart, who visited us on the footing 
of an acquaintance ; but when I reflected on 
^hat I had done, I condemned my own conduct 
as indiscreet, though nothing decisive had passed 
between us, and began to hate him in proportion 
^to the self-conviction I felt; perceiving that I 



had involved myself in a difficulty from which I 
should not be easily disengaged. For the present, 
however, I found means to postpone my declar- 
ation : he admitted my excuse, and I returned 

to London with Lord B , who was again 

summoned to the field by his former challenger. 

**H — d — n, governor, counsellor, and steward 

to this little hero, came to Lord B with a 

verbal message, importing, that his lordship had 
changed his mind about going to Flanders, but 
expected to meet him on such a day and hour, 
in the burying-ground near Red Lion-square. 

Lord B accepted the challenge, and gave 

me an account of what passed : but he had been 
anticipated by the messenger, who had already 
tried to alarm my fears, from the consideration 
of the consequence, that I might take some 
measures to prevent their meeting. I perceived 

his drift, and told him plainly that Lord 

had no intention to risk his person, though he 
endeavoured with all his might to persuade me 
that his principal was desperate and determined. 
I knew my little husband too well, to think he 
would bring matters to any dangerous issue, and 
was apprehensive of nothing but foul play, from 
the villany of H — d — n, with which I was equally 
well acquainted. Indeed, I signified my doubts 

on that score to Mr. B , who would have 

attended his kinsman to the field, had he not 
thought he might be liable to censure if any- 
thing should happen to Lord B , because 

he himself was heir at law : for that reason he 
judiciously declined being personally concerned ; 

and we pitched upon the earl of A , his 

lordship's uncle, who willingly undertook the 
office. 

" At the appointed time they went to the 
place of rendezvous, where they had not waited 
long when the challenger appeared, in a new 
pink satin waistcoat, which ne had put on for 
the occasion, with his sword under his arm, and 
his steward by him, leaving, in a hackney- 
coach, at some distance, a surgeon, whom he 
had provided for the care of his person. Thus 
equipped, he advanced to his antagonist, and 
desired him to choose his ground ; upon which 

Lord B told him, that, if he must fall, it 

was not material which grave he should tumble 
over. 

"Our little hero, finding him so jocose and 

determined, turned to Loxd A- , and desired 

to speak with him, that he might disburden his 
conscience before they should begin the work of 
deatli. They accordingly went aside; and he 
gave him to understand, that his motive for 

fighting, was Lord B *s detaining his wife 

from him by compulsion. The earl of A 

assured him he was egregiously mistaken in his 
conjecture ; that his nephew used no force or 
undue influence to keep me in his house ; but it 
could not be expected that he would turn me 
out of doors. 

** This explanation was altogether satisfactoiy 

to Lord , who said he was far from being so 

unreasonable as to expect Lord B would 

commit such a breach of hospitality ; and all he 
desired was, tliat his wife should be left to her 
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own inclinations. Upon these articles peace 
Avas concluded, and they parted without blood- 
shed. At least, these are the particulars of the 

story, as they were related by Lord A , with 

whom I laughed heartily at the adventure ; for 
I never doubted that the challenger would find 
some expedient to prevent the duel, though I 
wondered how he mustered up resolution enough 
to cany it so far, 

** That he might not, however, give us any 
more trouble, we resolved to go and enjoy our- 
selves in France, whither I went by myself, in 
hopes of being soon joined by my lover, who 
was obliged to stay some time longer in England, 
to settle his affairs. He was so much affected 
at our parting, though but for a few weeks, that 
he was almost distracted ; and this affliction re- 
newed my tenderness for him, because it was an 
undoubted proof of his love. I wrote to him 
every post from Fitince ; and, as I had no 
secrets, desired him to take care of all the letters 
that should come to his house, directed to me, 
after my departure from England. 

"This was an unfortunate office for him, in 
the execution of which he chanced to open a 

letter from Sir T A , with whom, as I 

have already observed, I had some correspond- 
ence at Bath. I had, according to my promise, 
given this gentleman a decisive answer, import- 
ing that I was determined to remain in my pre- 
sent situation ; but as Lord B was ignorant 

of my sentiments in that particular, and perceived 
from the letter that something extraordinary had 
passed between us, and that I was earnestly 
solicited to leave him, he was seized with the 
utmost consternation and concern ; and, having 
previously obtained the king's leave to go abroad, 
set out that very night for France, leaving his 
affairs in the greatest confusion. 

** Sir T A , hearing I was gone, with- 
out understanding the cause of my departure, 
took the same route, and both arrived at Dover 
the next day. They heard of each other's 
motions : each bribed the master of a packet- 
boat to transport him with expedition ; but that 
depending upon the wind, both reached Calais 
at the same time, though in different vessels. 

Sir T sent his valet-de-chambre, post, with 

a letter, entreating me to accompany him into 
Italy, where he would make me mistress of his 
whole fortune, and to set out directly for that 
country, that he might not lose me by the arrival 

of Lord B y promising to join me on the 

road, if I would consent to make him happy. I 
sent his messenger back with an answer, wherein 
I expressed surprise at his proposals, after having 
signified my resolution to him before I left 
JBngland. He was scarce dismissed, when I 
received another letter from Lord B , be- 
seeching me to meet him at Clermont, upon the 
road from Calais; and conjuring me to avoid 
the sight of his rival, should he get the start of 
him in travelling. This, however, was not likely 

to be the case, as Lord B rode post, and 

the other was, by his corpulence, obliged to 
travel in a chaise ; yet, that I might not increase 
his anxiety, I left Paris immediately on the 



receipt of his message, and met him at the 
appointed place, where he received me with all 
the agitation of joy and fear, and asked if I had 
ever encouraged Sir T- A in his ad- 
dresses. I very candidly told him the whole 
transaction, at which he was incensed ; but his 
indignation was soon appeased, when I pro- 
fessed my penitence, and assured him that I had 
totally rejected his rival. Not that I approved 

of my beliaviour to Sir T , who, I own, was 

ill-used in this affair ; but surely it was more 
excusable to halt there, than proceed farther in 
my indiscretion. 

** My lover being satisfied with my declaration, 
we went together to Paris, being attended by 
the Scotchman whom I have already mentioned, 
though I believe he was not over and above well 
pleased to see matters thus amicably compro- 
mised. The furious knight followed us to the 
capital ; insisted on seeing me in person ; told 
this North Briton that I was actually engaged to 
him ; wrote every hour, and railed at my per- 
fidious conduct. I took no notice of these 
delirious transports, which were also disregarded 

by Lord B , till one night he was exasperated 

by the insinuations of Mr. C , who, I believe, 

inflamed his jealousy, by hinting a suspicion that 
I was really in love with his rival. What passed 
betwixt them I know not ; but he sent for me 
from the opera, by a physician of Paris, who was 
a sort of go-between among us all, and who told 
me, that if I did not come home on the instant, 
a duel would be fought on my account. 

** I was very much shocked at this information ; 
but, by being used to alarms from the behaviour 

of Lord 1 I had acquired a pretty good share 

of resolution, and with great composure entered 
the room where Lord B was, with his com- 
panion, whom I immediately oixlered to with- 
draw. I then gave his lordship to understand, 
that I was informed of what had passed, and 
thought myself so much injured by the person 
who had just quitted the apartment, that I would 
no longer live under the same roof with him. 

Lord B raved like a bedlamite, taxing me 

with want of candour and affection ; but I easily 
justified my own integrity, and gave him such 
assurances of my love that his jealousy subsided, 
and his spirits were recomposed. Nevertheless, 

I insisted upon his dismissing Mr. C , on pain 

of my leaving the house, as I could not help 
thinking he had used his endeavours to prejudice 
me in the opinion of my lord. If his conduct 
was the result of friendship for his patron, he 
certainly acted the part of an honest and trusty 
adherent ; but I could not easily forgive him, 
because a few weeks before, he had, by my in- 
terest, obtained a considerable addition to his 
allowance ; and even after the steps he had taken 
to disoblige me, I was not so much his enemy, 

but that I prevailed upon Lord B to double 

his salary, that his leaving the family might be 
no detriment to his fortune. His lordship having 
complied with my demand, this gentleman, after 
having stayed three days in the house to prepare 
for his departure, during which I would not suffer 
him to be admitted into my presence, made his 
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retreat with a fine young girl who was my com- 
panion, and I have never seen him since that 
time. 

•* Sir T still continued furious, and would 

not take a denial, except from my own mouth ; 
upon which, with the approbation of Lord 

B y I indulged him with an interview. He 

entered the apartment with a stem countenance, 
and told me I had used him ill : I pleaded guilty 
to the charge, and be^ed his pardon accordingly. 
I attempted to reason the case with him, but he 
would hear no arguments except his own, and 
even tried to intimidate me with threats ; which 
provoked me to such a degree, that I defied his 
vengeance. I told him that I feared nothing 
but the report of my own conscience ; that though 
I had acted a simple part, he durst not say there 
was anything criminal in my conduct ; and that, 
from his present frantic and unjust behaviour, I 
thought myself happy in having escaped him. 
He swore I was the most inflexible of all crea- 
tures ; asked if nothing would move me ; and 
when I answered, 'Nothing,* took his leave, and 
never afterwards persecuted me with his ad- 
dresses ; though I have heard he was vain and 
false enough to boast of favours, which, upon 
my honour, he never received, as he himself, at 
one time, owned to Doctor Cantwell at Paris. 

"While he underwent all this frenzy and 
distraction upon my account, he was loved with 
the same violence of passion by a certain Scottish 
lady of quality, who, when he followed me to 
France, pursued him thither with the same 
eagerness and expedition. Far from being 
jealous of me as a rival, she used to come to my 
house, implore my good offices with the object 
of her love, and, laying herself on the floor, 
at full length, before the fire, weep and cry like 
a person bereft of her senses. She bitterly com- 
plained that he had never obliged her but once ; 
and begged, with the most earnest supplications, 
that I would give her an opportunity of seeing 
him at my house ; but I thought proper to 
avoid her company as soon as I perceived her 
intention. 

** We continued at Paris for some time, during 
which I contracted an acquaintance with the 

sister of Madame de la T . She was the 

supposed mistress of the prince of C ^ en- 
dowed with a great share of understanding, and 
loved pleasuire to excess, though she maintained 
her reputation on a respectable footing, by living 
with her husband and mother. This lady, per- 
ceiving that I had inspired her lover with a 
passion, which gave me uneasiness on her account, 
actually practised all her eloquence and art in 
persuading me to listen to his love ; for it was a 
maxim with her, to please him at any rate. I 
was shocked at her indelicate complaisance, and 
rejected the proposal as repugnant to my present 
engagement, which I held as sacred as any 
nuptial tie, and much more binding than a forced 
or unnatural marriage. 

"Upon our return to England we lived in 
great harmony and peace, and nothing was 
wanting to my happiness, but the one thing to 
me the most needful; I mean the enchanting 



tenderness and delightfiil enthusiasm of love. 

Lord B 's heart, I believe, felt the soft 

impressions ; and, for my own part, I loved him 
with the most faithfiil affection. It is not enough 
to say I wished him well ; I had the most 
delicate, the most genuine esteem for his virtue ; 
I had an intimate regard and anxiety for his 
interest ; and felt for him as if he had been my 
o\in son : but still there was a vacancy in my 
heart ; there was not that fervour, that transport, 
that ecstasy of passion wliich I had formerly 
known ; my bosom was not filled with the little 
deity. I could not help recalling to my remem- 
brance the fond, the ravishing moments I had 

passed with S , Had I understood the 

conditions of life, those pleasures were happily 
exchanged for my present situation, because, if 
I was now deprived of those rapturous enjoy- 
ments, I was also exempted from the cares and 
anxiety that attended them ; but I was generally 
extravagant in my notions of happiness, and 
therefore construed my present tranquillity into 
an insipid languor and stagnation of life. 

** While I remained in this inactivity of senti- 
ment, Lord , having received a very con- 
siderable addition to his fortune, sent a message 
to me, promising that if I would leave Lord 

B , he would make me a present of a house 

and furniture, where I should live at my ease, 
without being exposed to his visits, except when 
I should be disposed to receive them. This 
proposal he made in consequence of what I had 
always declared ; namely, that if he had not 
reduced me to the necessity of putting myself 
under the protection of some person or other, by 
depriving me of any other means of subsistence, 
I should never have given the world the least 
cause to scandalize my reputation : and that I 
would withdraw myself from my present depend- 
ence as soon as he should enable me to live by 
myself. I was therefore resolved to be as good 
as my word, and accepted his offer, on condition 
that I should be wholly at my own disposal, and 
that he should never enter xccj door but as a 
visitant or common friend. 

**Tliese articles being i-atified by his word and 
honour, the value of which I did not then knov.^ 
a house was furnished according to my directions ; 

and I signified my intention to Lord B , v,'ho 

consented to my removal, with this proviso, that 
I should continue to see him. I wrote also to 

his relation, Mr. B ^ who, in his answer, 

observed that it was too late to advise when I 
was actually determined. All my friends and 
acquaintance approved of the scheme, though it 
was one of the most imjustifiable steps I had 
ever taken, being a real act of ingratitude to my 
benefactor, which I soon did, and always sliall, 
regi-et and condemn. So little is the world 
qualified to judge of private affaire 1 

"When the time of our parting drew near, 

Lord B became gloomy and discontented, 

and even entreated me to postpone my resolution ; 
but I told him, that now everything was pre- 
pared for my reception, I could not retract without 
incurring the imputationof folly and extravagance. 
On the very day of my departure, Mr. B 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 



191 



endeavoured, with all the arguments he could 
suggest, to dissuade me from my purpose ; and 
I made use of the same answer which had satis- 
fied his friend. Finding me determined upon 
removing, he burst out into a flood of tears, 

exclaiming, * By God, if Lord B can bear 

it, I can't ! * I was thunderstruck at this expres- 
sion ; for though I had been told that Mr. B 

Avas in love with me, I gave no credit to the 
report, because he had never declared his passion ; 
and this was the first hint of it that ever escaped 
liim in my hearing. I was therefore so much 
amazed at the circumstance of this abrupt ex- 
planation, that I could make no answer; but, 
having taken my leave, went away, ruminating 
on the unexpected declaration. 

" Lord B , as I was informed, spoke not 

a word that whole night, and took my leaving 
him so much to heart, that two years elapsed 
before he got the better of his grief. This in- 
telligence I afterwards received from his own 
mouth, and asked his forgiveness for my unkind 
retreat, though I shall never be able to obtain 

my own. As for Mr. B , he was overwhelmed 

with sorrow, and made such efforts to suppress 
his concern, as had well nigh cost him his life. 

Dr. S was called to him in the middle of the 

night, and found him almost suffocated. He 
soon guessed the cause, when he understood that 
I had left the house : so that I myself was the 
only person concerned who was utterly ignorant 
of his affection ; for I solemnly declare he never 
gave me the least reason to suspect it while I 
lived with his relation,- because he had too much 
honour to entertain a thought of supplanting his 
friend, and too good an opinion of me to believe 
he should have succeeded in the attempt. Though 

my love for Lord B was not so tender and 

interesting as the passion I had felt for S , 

my fidelity was inviolable, and I never harboured 
the most distant thought of any other person till 
after I had resolved to leave him, when, I own, 
1 afTorded some small encouragement to the 
addresses of a new admirer, by telling him that 
I should, in a little time, be my own mistress, 
though I was not now at my own disposal. 

** I enjoyed my new house as a little paradise : 
it was accommodated with all sorts of conveni- 
ences ; everything was new, and therefore pleas- 
ing ; and the whole absolutely at my command. 
I had the company of a relation, a very good 
woman, with whom I lived in the most amicable 
manner ; was visited by the best people in town 
— I mean those of the male sex, the ladies hav- 
ing long ago forsaken me ; I frequented all 
reputable places of public entertainment, and 
had a concert at home once a-week ; so that my 
days rolled on in happiness and quiet, till all my 
sweets were embittered by the vexatious behavi- 
our of my husband, who began to importune me 
again to live with him ; and by the increasing 
anxiety of Lord B , who, though I still ad- 
mitted his visits, plainly perceived that I wanted 
to relinquish his correspondence. This discovery 
raised such tempests of jealousy and despair 
within his breast, that he kept me in continual 
alarms : he sent messages to me every hour, 



signed his letters with his own blood, raved like 
a man in an ecstasy of madness, i-niled at my 
ingratitude and praised my conduct by turns* 
He offered to sacrifice everything for my love, 
to leave the kingdom forthwith, and live with 
me for ever in any part of the world where I 
should choose to reside. 

"These were generous and tempting pro- 
posals ; but I was beset with counselloi-s who 
were not totally disinterested, and who dissuaded 
me from embracing the proffers of my lover, on 

pretence that Lord would be highly injured 

by my compliance. 1 listened to their aclvice, 

and hardened my heart against Lord B *s 

sorrow and solicitations. My behaviour on this 
occasion is altogether unaccountable ; this was 
the only time that ever I was a slave to admoni- 
tion. The condition of Lord B would have 

melted any heart but mine, and yet mine was 
one of the most sensible : he employed his cousin 
as an advocate with me, till that gentleman actu- 
ally refused the office, telling him candidly that 
his own inclinations were too much engaged to 
permit him to perform the task with fidelity and 
truth. He accordingly resolved to avoid my 
presence, until my lord and I should come to 
some final determination, which was gi"eatly 
retarded by the perseverance of his lordship, 
who would not resign his hopes, even when I 
pretended that another man had engaged my 
heart, but said that in time my affection might 
return. 

" Our correspondence, however, gradually 

wore off; upon which Mr. B renewed his 

visits, and many agreeable and happy hours we 
passed together. Not that he, or any other' 
person whom I now saw, succeeded to the 
privilege of a fortunate lover : I knew he loved 
me to madness, but I would not gratify his 
passion any otiier way than by the most profound 
esteem and veneration for his virtues, which 
were altogether amiable and sublime ; and I 
would here draw his character minutely, but it 
would take up too much time to set forth his 
merits : the only man living of my acquaintance 

who resembles him is Lord F , of whom I 

shall speak in the sequel. 

"About this time I underwent a very interest- 
ing change in the situation of my heart. I had 

sent a message to my old lover S , desiring 

he would allow my picture, which was in his 
possession, to be copied, and he now transmitted 
it to me by my lawyer, whom he directed to ask 
if I intended to be at the next masquerade. This 
curiosity had a strange effect upon my spirits ; ' 
my heart fluttered at the question, and my im- 
agination glowed with a thousand fond presages, 
lanswered in the affirmative ; and we met by 
accident at the ball. I could not behold him 
without emotion : when he accosted me, his 
well-known voice made my heart vibrate, like a 
musical chord, when its unison is struck : all the 
ideas of our past love, which the lapse of time 
and absence had enfeebled and lulled to sleep, 
now awoke, and were reinspired by his appear- 
ance ; so that his artful excuses were easily ad- 
mitted : I forgave him all that I had suffered on 
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iiis account, because he was the natural lord of 
my affection ; and our former correspondence 
was renewed. 

'* I thought myself in a new world of bliss, in 
consec^uence of this reconciliation, the raptures 
of which continued unimpaired for the space of 
four months, during which time he was fonder of 
me, if possible, than before ; repeated his promise 
of marriage, if we should ever have it in our 
power; assured me he had never been happy 
since he left me ; that he believed no woman nad 
•ever loved like me : and, indeed, to have a notion 
of my passion for that man, you must first have 
loved as I did : but, through a strange caprice, 
I broke off the correspondence, out of apprehen- 
:sion that he would forsake me again. From his 
past conduct I dreaded what might happen ; and 
the remembrance of what I had undergone by 
his inconstancy filled my imagination with such 
liorror, that I could not endure the shocking 
prospect, and prematurely plunged myself into 
the danger rather than endure the terrors of ex- 
pectation. I remembered that his former attach- 
jnent began in the season of my prosperity, when 
my fortune was in the zenith, and my youth in 
its prime ; and that he had forsaken me in the 
<iay of trouble, when my life became embar- 
rassed, and my circumstances were on the decline: 
i foresaw nothing but continual persecution from 
my husband, and feared that if once the keener 
transports of our reconciliation should be over, 
his affection would sink under the severity of its 
trial. In consequence of this desertion, I received 
a letter from him, acknowledging that he was 
rightly served, but that my retreat gave him 
inexpressible concern. 

*' Meanwhile, Lord continued to act in 

character of a fiend, tormenting me with his 
nauseous importunities ; he prevailed upon the 
duke of L to employ his influence in per- 
suading me to live with him ; assuring his grace 
that I had actually promised to give him that 
proof of my obedience, and that I would come 
home the sooner for being pressed to compli- 
ance by a person of his rank and character. In- 
•duced by these representations, the duke hon- 
oured me with a visit ; and, in the course of his 
exhortations, I understood how he had been thus 

misinformed ; upon which I sent for Lord , 

and in his presence convicted him of the false- 
hood, by communicating to his grace the articles 
of our last agreement, which he did not think 
proper to deny ; and the duke, being undeceived, 
declared that he would not have given me the 
trouble of vindicating myself, had he not been 
misled by the insincerity of my lord, 
i " Baffled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. 

H V , and afterwards my own father, in 

the same task ; and, though I still adhered to my 
first resolution, persisted with such obstinacy in 
his endeavours tu make me unhappy, that I 
^determined to leave the kingdom. Accordingly, 
after I had spent the evening with him at Rane- 
lagh, I went away about two o'clock in the 
morning, leaving my companion, with directions 
to restore to my lord his house, furniture, plate, 
and everything he had given me since our last 



accommodation; so far was I, upon this occasion, 
or at any other time of my life, from embezzling 
any part of his fortune. My friend followed my 
instructions most punctually : and his lordship 
knows and will acknowledge the truth of this 
assertion. 

" Thus have I explained the true cause of my 
first expedition to Flanders, whither the world 
was good-natured enough to say I followed Mr. 

B and the whole army, which happened to 

l)e sent abroad that summer. Before my depar- 
ture, I likewise transmitted to Lord B the 

dressing-plate, china, and a very considerable 
settlement, of which he had been generous enough 
to make me a present This was an instance of 
my integrity, which 1 thought due to a man who 
had laid me under great obligations ; and though 
I have lived to be refused a small sum both by 
him and S , I do not repent of my disinter- 
ested behaviour*; all the revenge I harbour 
against the last of these lovers is the desire of 
having it in my power to do him good. 

"I now found myself adrift in the world again, 
and very richly deserved the hardships of my 
condition, for my indiscretion in leaving Lord 

B , and in trusting to the word of Lord ^ 

without some farther security ; but I have dearly 
paid for my imprudence. The more I saw into 
the character of this man whom destiny hath ap- 
pointed my scourge, the more was I determined 
to avoid his fellowship and communication ; for 
he and I are, in point of disposition, as opposite 
as any two principles in nature. In the first 
place, he is one of the most unsocial beings that 
ever existed ; when I was pleased and happy, he 
was always out of temper ; but if he could find 
means to overcast and cloud my mirth, though 
never so innocent, he then discovered signs of 
uncommon satisfaction and content, because, by 
this disagreeable temper, he banished all com- 
pany from his house. He is extremely weak of 
understanding, though he possesses a good share 
of low cunning, which has so egr^ously imposed 
upon some people, that they have actually be- 
lieved him a good-natured easy creature, and 
blamed me because I did not manage him to 
better purpose ; but upon further acquaintance, 
they have always found him obstinate as a mule, 
and capricious as a monkey. Not that he is 
utterly void of all commendable qualities : he is 
punctual in paying his debts, liberal when in 
good humour, and would be well-bred, were he 
not subject to fits of absence, during which he is 
altogether unconversable ; but he is proud, natur- 
ally suspicious, jealous, equally with and without 
cause, never made a friend, and is an utter 
stranger to the joys of intimacy; in short, he 
hangs like a damp upon society, and may be 
properly called Kill-joy, an epithet which he has 
justly acquired. He honours me with constant 
professions of love ; but his conduct is so opposite 
to my sentiments of that passion, as to have been 
the prime source of all my misfortunes and 
affliction ; and I have often wished myself the 
object of his hate, in hopes of profiting by a 
change in his behaviour. 

" Indeed, he has not been able to make me 
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more unhappy than I believe he is in his own 
mind ; for he is literally a self-tormentor, who 
never enjoyed one gleam of satisfaction except at 
the expense of another's quiet ; and yet, with 
this, I had almost called it diabolical quality, he 
expects that I should cherish him with all tlie 
tenderness of affection. After he has been at 
pains to incur my aversion, he punishes my 
disgust by contriving schemes to mortify and 
l>erplex me, which have often succeeded so 
effectually as to endanger my life and constitu- 
tion ; for I have been fretted and frighted into 
sundry fits of illness, and then I own I have 
experienced his care and concern. 

** Over and above the oddities I have men- 
tioned, he is so unsteady in his economy, that he 
is always new-modelling his affairs, and exhaust-, 
ing his fortune, by laying out ten pounds in order 
to save a shilling. He inquires into the character 
of a servant after he has lived two years in his 
family, and is so ridiculously stocked with vanity 
and self-conceit, that, notwithstanding my assur- 
ance before, and the whole series of my conduct 
since our marriage, which ought to have con- 
vinced him of my dislike, he is still persuaded 
that, at bottom, I must admire and be enamoured 
of his agreeable person and accomplishments, 
and that I would not fail to manifest my love 
were I not spirited up against him by his own 
relations. Perhaps it might be their interest to 
foment the misunderstanding betwixt us ; but 
really they give themselves no trouble about our 
affairs, and, so far as I know them, are a very 
good sort of people. On the whole, I think I 
may with justice pronounce my precious yoke- 
fellow a trifling, teasing, insufferable, inconsistent 
creature. 

''With the little money which remained of 
what I had received from his lordship for house- 
keeping, I transported myself to Flanders, and 
arrived in Ghent, a few days after our troops 
were quartered in that city, which was so much 
crowded with these new visitants, that I should 
have found it impracticable to procure a lodging, 

had I not been accommodated by Lord R 

B , the duke of A 's youngest brother, 

who very politely gave me up his own. Here I 

saw my friend Mr. B , who was overjoyed at 

my arrival, though jealous of every man of his 
acquaintance ; for he loved me with all the 
ardour of passion, and I regarded him with all 
the perfection of friendship, which, had he lived, 
in time might have produced love ; though that 
was a fruit which it never brought forth. Not- 
withstanding his earnest solicitations to the 
contrary, I stayed but a week in Ghent, from 
whence I proceeded to Brussels, and fixed my 
abode in the Hotel de Flandre, among aii agree- 
able set of ladies and gentlemen, with whom I 
spent my time very cheerfully. There was a sort 
of court in this city, fi-equented by all the officers 
who could obtain permission to go thither ; and 
the place in general was gay and agreeable. I 
was introduced to the best families, and very 
happy in my acquaintance ; for the ladies were 
polite, good-tempered, and obliging, and treated 
me with the utmost hospitality and respect. 



Among others, I contracted a friendship with 
Madame la comtesse de C , and her two- 
daughters, who were very amiable young ladies;: 

and became intimate with the Princess C ^ 

and Countess W , lady of the bedchamber 

to the queen of Hungary, and a great favourite 

of the governor. Monsieur d*H ^ in whose 

house she lived with his wife, who was also a 
lady of a very engaging disposition. 

** Soon af^er I had fixed my habitation in 
Brussels the company at our hotel was increased 
by three officers, who professed themselves my 
admirers, and came from Ghent with a view of 
soliciting my love. This triumvirate consisted 

of the Scottish earl of , Lord R M ^ 

and another young officer : the first was a man 
of a veiy genteel figure and amorous complexion, 
danced well, and had a great deal of 'good 
humour, with a mixture of vanity and self-con- 
ceit ; the second had a good face, though a 
clumsy person, and a very sweet disposition, very 
much adapted for the sentimental passion of love ; 

and the third, Mr. W by name, was tall, 

thin, and well-bred, with a great stock of good 
nature and vivacity. These adventurers began 
their addresses in general acts of gallantry, that 
comprehended several of my female friends, with 
whom we used to engage in parties of pleasure 
both in the city and the environs, which are 
extremely agreeable. When they thought they 
had taken the preliminary steps of securing^ 
themselves in my good opinion and esteem, they 
agreed to go on without further delay, and that 

Lord should make the first attack upon my 

heart. 

** He accordingly laid siege to me with suclt 
warmth and assiduity that I believed he deceived; 
himself, and began to think he was actually in 
love, though at bottom he felt no impulse that 
deserved the sacred name. Though I discouraged 
him in the beginning, he persecuted me with his 
addresses; he always sat by me at dinner, and 
imparted a thousand trifles in continual whispers, 
which attracted the notice of the company so 
much that I began to fear his behaviour would 
give rise to some report to my prejudice, and 
therefore avoided him with the utmost caution. 
Notwithstanding all my care, however, he found 
means one night, while my maid, who lay. in my 
room, went dowr.-stairs, to get into my chamber 
after I was in bed ; upon which I started up, and 
told him that if he should approach me I would 
alarm the house, for I never wanted courage and 
resolution. Perceiving my displeasure, he kneeled 
by the bedside, begged 1 would have pity on his 
sufferings, and swore I should have carte blanche 
to the utmost extent of his fortune. To these 
proposals I made no other reply but that of 
protesting I would never speak to him again if 
he did not quit my apartment that moment ; 
upon which he thought proper to withdraw, and 
I never afterwards gave him an opportunity of 
speaking to me on the same subject ; so that in 
a few weeks he separated himself from our 
society ; though the ladies of Brussels considered 
him as my lover, because of all the other officers 
he was their greatest favourite. 
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** His lordship being thus repulsed, Mr. 

W look the field, and assailed my heart in 

a very different manner. He said he knew not 
liow to make love, but was a man of honour, 
would keep the secret, and so forth. To tliis 
cavalier address I answered that I was not angiy, 
as I otherwise should have been at his blunt 
declaration, because I found, by his own confes- 
sion, he did not know what was due to the sex ; 
and my unhappy situation in some shape excused 
liim for a liberty which he would not have 
dreamed of taking had not my misfortunes en- 
-couraged his presumption ; but I would deal 
with him in his own way ; and, far from assum- 
ing ithe prude, frankly assured him that he was 
mot at all to my taste, hoping he would consider 
imy dislike as a sufficient reason to reject his 
love.. 

' "Lord R began to feel the symptoms of 

a genuine passion, which he carefully cherished 
in silence, being naturally diffident and bashful ; 
but, by the very means he used to conceal it 
Trom my observation, I plainly discerned the 
situation of his heart, and was not at all displeased 
at the progress I had made in his inclinations. 
Heanwhile, he cultivated my acquaintance with 
•great assiduity and respect, attended me in all 
■my excursions, and particularly in an expedition 
to Antwerp, with two other gentlemen, where, 
3n downright gaieti de caur^ we sat for our pic- 
tures, which were drawn in one piece ; one of 
the party being represented in the dress of a 
Imssar, and another in that of a running footman. 
This incident I mention because the performance, 
which is now in my possession, gave birth to a 
thousand groundless reports that circulated iii 
England at our expense. 

*' It was immediately after this jaunt that Lord 
. jj^^ — began to disclose his passion, though he 
at the same t.^^ ^'^rfe^l such objections as seemed 
well nigh to extlnguu J /'^^ ¥?«*• lamenlmg that 
even if he should have the ha^^^^^ss to engage 
my affections, his fortune was too itiC9U§ld?rabIe 
to support us against the efforts of my Lord — — ^ 
should he attempt to interrupt our felicity ; and 
that he himself was obliged to follow the motions 
of the army. In short, he seemed to consider 
my felicity more tlian his own, and behaved with 
such delicacy as gradually made an impression 
on my heart ; so that when we parted we agreed 
to renew our correspondence in England. 

** In the midst of these agreeable amusements, 
which I enjoyed in almost all the different towns 
of Flanders, I happened to be at Ghent one day, 
sitting among a good deal of company, in one of 
their notels, when a post-chaise stopped at the 
gate ; upon which we went to the windows to 
satisfy our curiosity, when who should step out 
of the convenience but my little insignificant 
lord ! I no sooner announced him to the com- 
pany, than all the gentlemen asked whether they 
should stay and protect me, or withdraw ; and 
•when I assured them that their protection was 
not necessary, one and all of them retired ; 

though Lord R M went no farther than 

.the parlour below, being determined to screen 
:me against all violence and compulsion. I sent 



a message to my lord desiring him to walk up 
into my apartment ; but although his sole errand 
was to see and carry me off, he would not ven- 
ture to accept of my invitation till he liad de- 
manded me in form from the governor of the 
place. That gentleman, being altogether a 
stranger to his person and character, referred 
him to the commanding officer of the English 
troops, who was a man of humour ; and, upon 
his lordship's application, pretended to doubt his 
identity, observing that he had always heard 

Lord represented as a jolly, corpulent man. 

He gave him to understand, however, that even 
granting him to be the person, I was by no 
means subject to militaiy law, unless he could 
prove that I had ever listed in his Majesty's 
service. 

"Thus disappointed in his endeavours, he 
returned to the inn, and with much persuasion 
trusted himself in my diningrroora, after liaving 
stationed his attendant at the door in case of 
accidents. Wlien I asked him what had pro- 
cured me the honour of this visit, he told me his 
business and intention were to carry me home. 
This declaration produced a conference, in which 
I argued the case with him ; and matters were 
accommodated for the present by my promising 
to be in England some time in September, on 
condition that he would permit me to live by 
myself, as before, and immediately order the 
arrears of my pin-money to be paid. He assented 
to everything I proposed, returned in peace to 
his own country, and the deficiencies of my 
allowance were made good ; while I returned to 
Brussels, where I stayed until my dejxirture for 
England, which I regulated in such a manner a^ 
was consistent with my engagement. * 

"I look lodgings in Pall-mall, and, sending 
for my lord, convinced him Qf m^ punctuality, < 
and put him in mind oi his proiii:?^ ; when, to 
my utter astonishment and confusion, he owncvl 
that his promise was no more than a decoy to 
bring me over, and that I must lay my account- 
with living in his house like a dutiful and obedient 
.wife. I heard him with the indignation such 
treatment deserved, upbraiding him with his 
perfidious dealing, which I told him would have 
determined me against cohabitation with him, 
had I not been already resolved ; and, being 
destitute of all resource, repaired to Bath, where 

I afterwards met with Mr. D and Mr. 

R — ^, two gentlemen who had been my fellow- 
passengers in the yacht from Flanders, and who 
treated me with great friendship and politeness, 
without either talking or thinking of love. 

** With these gentlemen, who \vere as idle as 
myself, I went to the jubilee at Preston, which 
was no other than a great number of people 
assembled in a small town, extremely ill accom- 
modated, to partake of diversions that were had 
imitations of^ plays, concerts, and masquerades. 
If the world should place to the account of iny 
indiscretion my travelling in this manner with 
gentlemen to whom I hadno particular attach- 
ment, let it also be considered, as an alleviation, 
that I* always lived in terror of my lord, and 
consequently was often obliged to shift my 
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quarters ; so that, my 6nances being extremely 
slender, I stood the more in need of assistance 
and protection. I was, besides, young, incon- 
siderate, and so simple as lo suppose the figure 
of an ugly man would always secure me from 
censure on his account ; neither did I ever dream 
of any man's addresses until he made an actual 
declaration of his love. 

** Upon my return to Bath, I was again 

harassed by Lord , who came thither 

accompanied by my father, whom I was very 
glad to see, though he importuned me to comply 
with my husband's desire, and for the future 
keep measures with the world. This remon- 
strance about living with my lord, which he 
constantly repeated, was the only instance of his 
imkindness which I ever felt. But all his 
admonitions were not of force sufficient to 
shake my resolution in that particular, though 
the debate continued so late, that I told his 
lordship it was high time to retire, for I could 
not accommotlate him with a bed, He then 
gave me to understand that he would stay where 
he was ; upon which my father took his leave, 
on pretence of looking out for a loclging for 
himself. 

'* The little gentleman, being now left t^U-a- 
tite with me, began to discover some signs of 
apprehension in his looks ; but, mustering up all 
his resolution, he went to the door, called up 
three of his servants, whom he placed as sentinels 
upon the stair, and flounced into my elbow- 
chair, where he resigned himself to rest. Intend- 
ing to go to bed, I thought it was but just and 
decent that I should screen myself from the 
intrusion of his footmen, and with that view 

bolted the door. Lord , hearing himself 

locked in, started up in tte utmost terror vSit 
tonsternation, kicked the door with his heel, 
and screamed aloud, as if he had been in the 
hands of an assassin. My father, who had not 
yet quitted the housej hearing these outcries, ran 
vp-stairs again, and, coming through my bed- 
chamber into the dining-room where we were, 
found me almost suffocated with laughter, and 
his heroic son-in-law staring like one who had 
lost his wits, with his hair standing on end. 

** When my father asked the meaning of his 
exclamations, he told him, with all the symptoms 
of dismay, that I had locked him in, and he did 
not understand such usage : but I explained the 
whole mystery, by saying, I had ,bolted the 
door, because I did not like the company of his 
servants, and could not imagine the cause of his 
panic, unless he thought I designed to ravish 
him ; an insult, than which nothing was farther 
from my intention. My father himself could 
scarce refrain from laughing at his ridiculous 
fear ; but, seeing him in great confusion, took 
pity on his condition, and carried him off to his 
own lodgings, after I had given my word that I 
vfould not attempt to escape, but give him 
audience next morning. I accordingly kept my 
promise, and found means to persuade them to 
leave me at my own discretion. Next day 1 was 
rallied upon the stratagem I had contrived to 
frighten Lord ; and a thousand idle stories 



were told about tliis adventvu-e, which happened 
literally as I have related it. 

*' From Bath I betook mvself to a small house 

near Lincoln, which I had hired of the d of 

A , because a country life suited best with 

my income, which was no more than four hun- 
dred pounds a-year, and that not well paid. I 
continued some months in this retirement, and 

saw no company, except Lord R M , 

who lived in the neighbourhood, and visited me 
twice ; till, finding myself indisposed, I was 
obliged to remove to London, and took lodgings 
in Maddox-street, where my garrison was taken 
by storm by my lord and his steward, reinforced 

by Mr. L V (who, as my lord told me, 

had a subsidy of five-and-twenty pounds before 
he would take the field) and a couple of hardy 
footmen. This fonnidable band rushed into my 
apartment, laid violent hands upon me, dragged 
me down-stairs without gloves or a cloak, and, 
thrusting me into a coach that stood at the door, ' 
conveyed me to my lord's lodgings in Glouces- 
ter-street. Upon this occasion his lordship 
courageously drew his sword upon my woman, 
who attempted to defend me from his insults, 
and, in all probability, would have intimidated 
him from proceeding; for he looked pale and 
aghast, his knees knocked together, and he 
breathed thick and hard, with his nostrils dilated, 
as if he had seen a ghost. But he was encour- 
aged by his mercenary associate, who, for lh§ 
five-and-twenty pounds, stood by liim in the clay 
of trouble, and spirited him on to this gallant 
enterprise. 

** in consequence of this exploit, I was cooped 
up in a paltry apartment in Gloucester-street, 
where I was clos^ beset by hi§ Jgrdsliip, and his 

•J^ortliy steward Mr. H- — , Vvlth a SCt cf Serv- 
ants that were the creatures of this fellow, of 

whom Lord himself stood in awe ; so that 

I could not help thinking myself in Newgate, 
among thieves and ruffians. To such a d^ree 
did my terror avail, that I actually believed I 
was in danger of being poisoned, and would not 
receive any sustenance, except from the hands of 
one harmless-looking fellow, a foreigner, who 
was my lord's valet-de-chambre. I will not 
pretend to say my fears were just ; but such was 

my opinion of H n, that I never doubted he 

would put me out of the way, if he thought my 
life interfered with his interest. 

" On the second day of my imprisonment, I 

was visited by the duke of L , a friend of my 

lord, who found me sitting upon a trunk, in a 
poor little dining-room filled with lumber, and 
lighted with two bits of tallow candle, which had 
been left over-night. He perceived in my coun- 
tenance a mixture of rage, indignation, terror, 
and despair. He compassionated my sufferings, 
though he could not alleviate my distress any 
other way than by interceding with my tyrant to 
mitigate my oppression. Nevertheless, I re- 
mained eleven days in this comfortable situation : 
I was watched like a criminal all day, and one 
of the sen'anls walked from one room to another 
all night, in the nature of a patrol ; while my 
lord, who lay in the chamber aboyC me, got out 
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of bed, and tripped to the window at the sound 
of every coach that chanced to pass through the 

street. H , who was consummate in the 

arts of a sycophant, b^an to court my favour, 
by condoling my affliction, and assuring me, that 
the only method by which I could regain my 
liberty was a cheerful compliance with the 
humour of my lord. I was fully convinced of 
the truth of this observation ; and though my 
temp>er is altc^ether averse to dissimulation, 
attempted to affect an air of serenity and resigna- 
tion. But this disguise I found would not answer 
my purpose, and therefore I had recourse to the 
assistance of my maid, who was permitted to 
attend me in my confinement. With her I fre- 
quently consulted about the means of accomplish- 
ing my escape. In consequence of our delibera- 
tions, she directed a coach and six to be ready at 
a certain part of the town, and to wait for me 
three days iii the same place, in case I could not 
come before the expiration of that term. 

"This previous measure being taken according 
to my instructions, the next necessary step was 
to elude the vigilance of my guard ; and in this 
manner did I effectuate my purpose. Being, by 
this time, indulged in the liberty of going out in 
the coach, for the benefit of the air, attended by 
two footmen, who had orders to watch all my 
motions, 1 made use of this privilege one fore- 
noon, when Lord expected some company 

to dinner, and bade the coachman drive to the 
lodgings of a man who wrote with his mouth, 
intending to give my spies the slip, on pretence 
of seeing this curiosity ; but they were too alert in 
their duty to be thus outwitted, and followed me 
up-stairs into the very apartment. 

*' Disappointed in this hope, I revolved 
another scheme, which was attended with suc- 
cess. I l)ought some olives at an oil-shop, and, 
telling the servants I would proceed to St. 
James's-gate, and take a turn in the park, broke 
one of the bottles Ly the way, complained of the 
misfortune when I was set down, and desired 
that my coach might be cleaned before my 
return. While my attendants were employed in 
this office, I tripped across the Parade to the 
liorse-guards, and chanced to meet with an 
acquaintance in the park, who said he saw by my 
countenance that I was on some expedition. I 
owned his suspicion was just ; but, as I had not 
time to relate particulars, I quickened my pace, 
and took possession of a hackney-coach, in which 
I proceeded to the vehicle which I had appointed 
to be in waiting. 

"While I thus compassed my escape, there 
was nothing but perplexity and confusion at 
home ; dinner was delayed till six o'clock ; my 
lord ran half the town over in quest of his equip- 
age, which at last returned with an account of 
my elopement. My maid was brought to the 
question, and grievously threatened; but, like 
all the women I ever had, remained unshaken 
in her fidelity. In the mean time, I travelled 
night and day towards my retreat in Lincoln- 
shire, of which his lordship had not as yet got 
the lea.st intelligence ; and as my coachman, was 
but an inexperienced driver, I was obliged to , 



make use of my own skill in that exercise, and 
direct his endeavours the whole way, without 
venturing to go to bed, or take the least repose, 
until I reached my own habitation. There I 
lived in peace and tranquillity for the space of 
six weeks, when I was alarmed by one of my 
lord's myrmidons, who came into the neighbour- 
hood, blustering and swearing that he would 
carry me off either dead or alive. 

" It is not to be supposed that I was perfectly 
easy when I was made acquainted with his pur- 
pose and declaration, as my whole family con- 
sisted of no more than a couple of women and 
one footman. However, I summoned up my 
courage, wliich had been often tried, and never 
forsook me in the day of danger ; and sent him 
word, that if ever he should presume to approach 
my house, I would order him to be shot without 
ceremony. The fellow did not choose to put me 
to the trial, and returned to town without his 
errand : but as the place of my abode was now , 
discovered, I laid my account with having a 
visit from his employer; I therefore planted 
spies upon the road, with a promise of reward 
to him who should bring, me the first intelligence 
of his lordsliip's approach. 

" Accordingly, I was one morning apprised of 
his coming ; and, mounting horse immediately, 
with my woman and valet, away we rode, in 
defiance of winter. In two days I traversed the 
wilds of Lincolnshire and hundreds of Essex, 
crossed the river at Tilbury, breakfasted at 
Chatham, by the help of a guide and moonlight 
arrived at Dover the same evening, embarked 
for Calais, in which place I found myself next 
day, at two o'clock in the afternoon ; and, being 
heartity tired with roy journey, betook myself to 
rest. My maid, who was not able to travel with 
such expedition, followed me at an easier pace ; 
and tlie footman was so astonished at my perse- 
verance, that he could not help asking, upon 
the road, if ever I was weary in my life ? Certain 
it is, my spirits and resolution have enabled me 
to midergo fatigues that are almost incredible. 
From Calais I went to Brussels, where I again 
set up my rest in private lodgings ; was again 
perfectly well received by the fashionable people 
of that place ; and, by the interest of my friends, 
obtained the queen of Hungary's protection 
against the persecution of my husband, while I 
should reside in the Austrian Netherlands. Thus 
secured, I lived uncensured, conversing with 
the English company with whom this city was 
crowded, but spent the most agreeable part of 
my time with the countess of Calemberg, in 
whose house I generally dined and supped ; and 
I also contracted an intimacy with the princess 
of Chemay, who was a great favourite with 
Madame d Harracfi, the governor's lady. 

" I had not been long in this happy situation, 

when I was disturbed by the arrival of Lord , 

who demanded me of the governor ; but, finding 
me sheltered from his power, he set out for 
Vienna ; and, in consequence of his represent- 
ations, strengthened with the duke of N — 's 
name, my protection was withdi-awn. But, be- 
fore this application, he had gone to the cani^% 
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and addressed himself to my Lord Stair, who 
was my particular friend and ally by my first 
marriage, desiring he would compel me to 
return to his house. His lordship told him that 
I was in no shape subject to his command ; but 
invited him to dinner, with a view of diverting 
himself and company at the expense of his 
guest. In the evening, he was plied with so 
many bumpers to my health, that he became 
intoxicated, and extremely obstreperous, insisted 
upon seeing Lord Stair after he was retired to 

rest, and quarrelled with Lord D , who, 

being a tall, large, raw-boned Scotchman, could 
have swallowed him at one mouthful : but he 
thought he might venture to challenge him, in 
hopes of being put under arrest by the general : 
though he reckoned without his host ; Lord 
Stair knew his disposition, and, in order to 
punish his presumption, winked at the affair. 
The challenger, finding himself mistaken in his 
conjecture, got up early in the morning, and 
went off post for Vienna ; and Lord Stair desired 
a certain man of quality to make me a, visit, and 
give me an account of his behaviour. 

" Being now deprived of my protection and 
pin-money, which my generous husband v -)uld 
110 longer pay, I was reduced to gi-eat difFimlty 
and distress. The duchess d'Aremberg, Lord 

G , and many other pereons of distinction 

interceded in my behalf with his Majesty, who 
was then abroad; but he refused to interpose 
between man and wife. The countess of Calem- 
berg wrote a letter to my father, in which she 
represented my uncomfortable situation, and 
undertook to answer for my conduct, in case he 
would allow me a small annuity, on which I 

could live independent of Lord , who, by 

all accounts, was a wretch with whom I could 
never enjoy the least happiness or quiet ; other- 
wise she would be the first to advise me to an 
accommodation. She gave him to understand 
that her character was neither doubtful nor 
obscure ; and that if my conduct there had not 
been irreproachable, she should not have taken 
me under her protection ; that as I proposed to 
board in a convent, a small sum would answer 
my occasions ; but, if that should be denied, 
I would actually go to service, or take some 
other desperate step, to avoid the man who was 
my bane and aversion. 

**To this kind remonstrance my father an- 
swered, that his fortune would not allow him to 
assist me ; he had now a young family ; and that 
I ought, at all events, to return to my husband. 
By this time, such was the extremity of my 
circumstances, that I was forced to pawn my 
clothes and every trifling trinket in my posses- 
sion, and even to descend so far as to solicit Mr. 

S for a loan of fifty pounds, which he 

refused. Thus was I deserted in my distress by 
two persons, to whom, in the season of my 
afHuence, my purse had been always open. 
Nothing so effectually subdues a spirit unused 
to supplicate, as want ; repulsed in this manner, 

I had recourse to Lord B , who was also, it 

seems, unable to relieve my necessities. This 
mortification I deserved at his hands, though he 



had once put it in my power to be above all such 
paltry applications ; and I should not have been 
compelled to the disagreeable task of troubling 
my friends, had not I voluntarily resigned what 
he formerly gave me. As to the other gentleman 
to whom I addressed myself on this occasion, I 
think he might have shown more regard to my 
situation, not only for the reasons already men- 
tioned, but because he knew me too well to be 
ignorant of what I must have suffered, in con* 
descending to make such a request. 

** Several ofHcers, who guessed my adversity, 
generously offered to supply me with money ; 
but I could not bring myself to make use of 
their friendship, or even to own my distress, 
except to one person, of whom I borrowed a 
small sum. To crown my misfortunes, I was 
taken very ill, at a time when there was no other 
way of avoiding the clutches of my persecutor 
but by a precipitate flight. In this emergency, 
I applied to a worthy gentleman at Brussels, a 
very good friend of mine, but no lover ; — I say 
no lover, because every man is supposed to act 
in that capacity who befrioids a young woman 
in distress. This generous Fleming set out with 
me, in the night, from Brussels, and conducted 
me to the frontiers of France. Being very much 
indisposed, both in mind and body, when I was 
obliged to undertake this expedition, I should, 
in all probability, have, sunk under the fatigue of 
travelling, had not my spirits been kept up by 
the conversation of my companion, who was a 
man of business and consequence, and undertook 
to manage my affairs in such a manner as would 
enable me to re-establish my residence in the 
place I had left. He was young and active, 
attended me with the utmost care and assiduity, 
and left nothing undone which he thought would 
contribute to my ease and satisfaction. I believe 
his friendship for me was a little tinctured with 
another passion ; but he was married, and lived 
very well with his wife, who was also my friend ; 
so that he knew I would never think of him in 
the light of a lover. 

" Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, he ac- 
commodated me with a little money (for a little 
was all I would take), and returned to his own 
city, after we had settled a correspondence by 
letters. I was detained a day or two in this 
place by my indisposition, which increased ; 
but nevertheless proceeded to Paris, to make 
interest for a protection from the king of France, 
which that monarch graciously accorded me in 
three days afte*r my first application ; and his 
minister sent orders to all the governors and 
intendants of the province towns, to protect me 

against the efforts of Lord , in whatever 

place I should choose to reside. 

"Having returned my thanks at Versailles 
for this favour, and tarried a few days at Paris, 
which was a place altogether unsuitable to the 
low ebb of my fortune, I repaired to Lisle, 
where I intended to fix my habitation ; and there 
my disorder recurred with such violence, that I 
was obliged to send for a physician, who seemed 
to have been a disciple of Sangrado ; for he 
I scarce left -a drop of blood in my body, and yet 
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I found myself never a whit the better. Indeed, 
I was so much exhausted by these evacuations, 
and my constitution so much impaired by fatigue 
and perturbation of mind, that I had no other 
hope of recovering but that of reaching England, 
and putting myself under the direction of a 
physician on whose ability I could depend. 

**With this doubtful prospect, therefore, I 
determined to attempt a return to my native air, 
and actually departed from Lisle in such a 
melancholy, enfeebled condition, that I had 
almost fainted when I was put into the coach. 
But before I resolved upon this journey, I was 
reduced to the utmost exigence of fortune ; so 
that I could scarce aflford to buy provisions had 
it been in my power to eat, and should not have 
been able to defray my travelling expenses, had 

I not been generously befriended by Lord R 

M y who, I am sure, would have done any- 
thing for my ease and accommodation, though 
he has unjustly incurred the imputation oi bejng 
parsimonious, and I had no reason to expect any 
such favour at his hands. 

" In this deplorable state of health I was con- 
veyed to Calais, being all the way, as it were, in 
the arms of death, without having swallowed the 
least sustenance on the road. So much was my 
indisposition augmented by the fatigue of the 
journey, that I swooned when I was brought into 
the inn, and had almost expired before I could 
receive the least assistance or advice : however, 
my spirits were a little revived by some bread 
and wine, which I took at the persuasion of a 
French surgeon, who, chancing to pass by the 
door, was called up to my relief. Having sent 
my servant to Brussels, to take care of my 
clothes, I embarked in the packet-boat, and by 
the time we arrived at Dover, was almost in 
extremity. 

** Here I found a return-coach, in which I was 
carried to London, and was put to bed in the 
house where we put up, more dead than alive. 
The people of the inn sent for an apothecary, 
who administered some cordial that recalled me 
to life : and when I recovered the use of speech, 
I told him who I was, and desired him to wait 

upon Dr. S '-•, and inform him of my situation. 

A young girl, who was niece to the landlord's 
wife, seeing me unattended, made a tender of her 
service to me, and I accepted the offer, as well as 
of a lodging in the apothecary's house, to which 
I was conveyed as soon as my strength would 
admit of my removal. There I was visited by 
my physician, who was shocked to find me in 
such a dangerous condition ; however, having 
considered my case, he perceived that my indis- 
position proceeded from the calamities I had un- 
dergone, and encouraged me with the hope of a 
speedy cure, provided I could be kept easy and 
undisturbed. I was accordingly attended with 
all imaginable care, my lord's name being never 
mentioned in my hearing, because I considered 
him as the fatal source of all my misfortunes ; 
and in a month I recovered my health, by the 
great skill and tenderness of my doctor, who now 
finding me strong enough to encounter fresh 
troubles, endeavoured to persuade me, that it 



would be my wisest step to return to my husband, 
whom, at that time, he had often occasion to see. 
But I rejected his proposal, commenced a new- 
lawsuit for separation, and took a small house in 
St. James's-square. 

** About this time, my woman returned from 
Brussels, but without my clotlies, which were 
detained on account of the money I owed in that 
place ; and asking her dismission from my scr* 
vice, set up shop for herself. I had not lived 
many weeks in my new habitation, when my 
persecutor renewed his attempts to make himself 
master of my person ; but I had. learned from 
experience to redouble my vigilance, and he was 
frustrated in all his endeavours. I was again 
happy in the convei*sation of my former acquaint^ 
ance, and visited by a great number of gentlemen, 
mostly persons of probity and sense, who culti- 
vated my friendship, without any other motive of 
attachment. Not that I was unsolicited on the 
article of love ; that was a theme on which I 
never wanted orators ; and could I have prevailed 
upon myself to profit by the advances that were 
made, I might have managed my opportunities 
so as to have set fortune at defiance for the 
future : but I was none of those economists, "who 
can sacrifice their hearts to interested consider- 
ations. 

" One evening, while I was conversing with 
three or four of my friends, my lawyer came in, 
and told me he had something of consequence to 
impart, upon which all the gentlemen but one 
went away. Then he gave me to understand 
that my suit would immediately come to trial ; 
and though he hoped the best the issue was un- 
certain : that if it should be given against me, 
the decision would inspire my lord with fresh 
spirits to disturb my peace; and therefore it 
would be convenient for me to retire, until the 
affair should be brought to a determination. 

**I was very much disconcerted at this intelli- 
gence ; and the gentleman who stayed, perceiv- 
ing my concern, asked what I intended to do, or 
if he could serve me in any shape, and desired to 
know whither I proposed to retreat. I affected 
to laugh, and answered, * To a garret, I believe.* 
To this over-strained raillery he replied, that if I 
should, his friendship and regard would find the 
way to my apartment ; and I had no reason to 
doubt the sincerity of his declaration. We con- 
sulted about the measures I should take, and I 
determined to remove into the country, where I 
was soon favoured with a letter from him, wherein 
he expressed the infinite pleasure he had in 
being able to assure me that my suit had been 
successful, and that I might appear again with 
great safety. 

** Accordingly I returned to town in his coach 
and six, which he had sent for my convenience, 
and the same evening went with him to the mas- 
querade, where we passed the night very agree- 
ably, his spirits, as well as mine, being elevated 
to a joyous pitch by the happy event of my pro- 
cess. This gentleman was a person of great 
honour, worth, and good-nature ; he loved me 
extremely, but did not care that I should know 
the extent of his passion : on the contrary, he 
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endeavoured to persuade me, lie had laid it down 
SIS a maxim, that eo woman should ever have 
power enough over his Iieart to give him the least 
pain or disquiet. In short, he had made a pro- 
gress in my affection, and to his generosity was I 
indebted for my subsistence two whole years, 
during which he was continually professing this 
philosophic indifference, while, at the same time, 
he was giving me daily assurances of his friend- 
ship and esteem, and treating me with incessant 
marks of the most passionate love ; so that I 
concluded his intention was cold, though his 
temper was warm. Considering myself as an 
encumbi-ance upon his fortune, 1 redoubled my 
endeavours to obtain a separate maintenance 
from my lord, and removed from St. James*s- 
square to lodgings at Kensington, where I had 
not long enjoyed myself in tranquillity, before it 
was interrupted by a very unexpected visit. 

** While I was busy one day dressing in my 
dining-room, I found his lordship at my elbow 
before I was aware of his approach, although his 
coach was at the door, and the house already in 
the possession of his servants. He accosted me 
in the usual style, as if we had parted the night 
before ; and I answered him with an appearance 
of the same careless familiarity, desiring him to 
sit down while I retreated to my chamber, locked 
the door, and fairly went to bed ; being, perhaps, 
the fii-st woman who went thither for protection 
from the insults of a man. Here, then, I im- 
mured myself with my faithful Abigail, My 
lord, finding me secured, knocked at the door, 
and througii the keyhole begged to be admitted, 
assuring me, that all he wanted was a conference. 
I desired to be excused, though I believed his 
assurance ; but I had no inclination to converse 
with him, because I knew from experience the 
nature of his conversation, which was so dis- 
agreeable and tormenting, that I would have 
exchanged it at any time for a good beating, and 
thought myself a gainer by the bargain. How- 
ever, he persisted in his importunities to such a 
degree, that I assented to his proposal, on con- 
dition that the duke of L should be present 

at the inter\'iew : and he immediately sent a 
message to his grace, while I in peace ate my 
breakfast, conveyed in a basket, which was 
hoisted up to the window of my bedchamber. 

**The duke was so kind as to come at my 
lord's request, and, before I would open the 
door, gave me his woixl that I should be pro- 
tected ^om all violence and compulsion. Thus 
assured, they were permitted to enter. My little 
gentleman, sitting down by my bedside, began 
to repeat the old hackneyed arguments he had 
formerly used, with a view of inducing me to 
live with him ; and I, on my side, repeated my 
former objections, or pretended to listen to his 
representations, while my imagination was em- 
ployed in contriving the means of effecting an 
escape, as the duke easily perceived by my 
countenance. 

" Finding all his remonstrances ineffectual, he 
quitted the chamber, and lefl his cause to the 
eloquence of his grace, who sat with me a whole 
half-hoWi without exerting himself much in 



behalf of his client, because he knew I was alto- 
gether obstinate, and determined on that score ; 
but joked upon the behaviour of his lordship,, 
who, though jealous of most people, had left him 
alone with me in my bedchamber, observing, 
that he must either have great confidence in his 
virtue, or a very bad opinion of him otherwise. 
In short, I found means to defer the categorical 
answer till next day, and invited the duke and 
his lordship to dine with me to-morrow. My 
wise yoke-fellow seemed to doubt the sincerity 
of this invitation, and was very much disposed 
to keep possession of my house ; but, by the 
persuasions of his grace, and the advice of 

H i who was his chief counsellor and back, 

he was prevailed upon to take my word, and for 
the present left me. 

** They were no sooner retired, than I rose 
with great expedition, packed up my clothes, 
and took shelter in Essex for the first time. 
Next day, my lord and his noble friend came to 
dinner, according to appointment ; and being 
informed of my escape by my woman, whom I 
had left in the house, his lordship discovered 
some signs of discontent, and insisted upon see- 
ing my papei-s ; upon which, my maid produced 
a parcel of bills which I owed to different i>eople. 
Notwithstanding this disappointment, he sat 
down to what was provided for dinner, and with 
great deliberation ate up a leg of lamb, the best 
part of a fowl, and something else, which I do 
not now remember ; and then veiy peaceably 
went away, giving my maid an opportunity of 
following me to the place of my retreat. 

**My intention was to have sought refuge, as 
formerly, in another country ; but I was pre- 
vented from putting my design in execution by a 
fit of illness, during which, I was visited by my 
physician and some of my own relations, par- 
ticularly a distant cousin of mine, whom my lord 
had engaged in his interests, by promising to 
recompense her handsomely, if she could per- 
suade me to comply with his desire. In this 
office she was assisted by the doctor, who was 
my friend, and a man of sense, for whom I have 
the most perfect esteem, though he and I have 
often differed in point of opinion. In a word, I 
was exposed to the incessant importunities of all 
my acquaintance, which, added to the desperate 
circumstances of my fortune, compelled me to 
embrace the terms that were offered, and I again 
returned to the domestic duties of a wife. 

** I was conducted to my lord's house by an 
old friend of mine, a gentleman turned of fifty, 
of admirable parts and understanding : he was a 
pleasing companion, cheerful and humane, and 
had acquired a great share of my esteem and 
respect. In a word, his advice had great weight 
in my deliberations, because it seemed to be the 
result of experience and disinterested friendship. 
Without all doubt, he had, an unfeigned concern 
for my welfare ; but, being an admirable poli- 
tician, his scheme was to make my interest coin- 
cide with his own inclinations ; for I had unwit- 
tingly made an innovation upon his heart ; and 
as he thought I should hardly favour his -passion 
while I was at liberty to converse with the rest 
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of my admirers, he counselled me to surrender 
that freedom, well knowing that my lord would 
be easily persuaded to banish all his rivals from 
the house; in which case, he did not doubt of 
his being able to insinuate himself into my affec- 
tions ; because he laid it down as an eternal 
truth, that if any two persons of different sexes 
were obliged to live together in a desert, where 
they would be excluded from all other human 
intercourse, thfty would naturally and inevitably 
contract an inclination for each other. 

** How just this hypothesis might be I leave 
to the determination of the curious ; though, if I 
may be allowed to judge from my own disposi- 
tion, a couple so situated would be apt to imbibe 
mutual disgusts, from the nature and necessity 
of their union ; unless their association was at 
first the effect of reciprocal affection and esteem. 
Be this as it will, I honour the gentleman for his 
plan, which was ingeniously contrived and art- 
fully conducted; but I happened to have too 
much address for him in the sequel, cunning as 
he was, though, at first, I did not perceive his 
drift ; and his lordship was much less likely to 
comprehend his meaning. 

** Immediately after this new accommodation, 
I was carried to a country-house, belonging to 
my lord, and was simple enough to venture my- 
self, unattended by any servant on whose integrity 
I could depend, in the hands of his lordship and 

H , whose villainy I always dreaded ; though 

at this time my apprehensions were considerably 
increased, by recollecting that it was not his 
interest to let me live in the house, lest his 
conduct should be inquired into ; and by remem- 
bering, that the very house to which we were 
going, had been twice burnt down, in a very 
short space of time, not without suspicion of his 
having been the incendiary, on account of some 
box of writings which was lost in the conflagra- 
tion. True it is, this imputation was never made 
good : and perhaps he was altogether innocent 
of the charge, which, nevertheless, affected my 
spirits in such a manner, as rendered me the 
most miserable of all mortals. In this terror did 
I remain, till my consternation was weakened by 

the aiTival of Mr. Bal , a good-natured, 

worthy man, whom my lord had invited to his 
house, and, I thought, would not see me ill-used. 

In a few weeks we were joined by Dr. S 

and his lady, who visited us according to their 
promise ; and it was resolved that we should set 
out for Tunbridge on a party of pleasure, and, 
at our return, examine H n*s accounts. 

" This last part of our scheme was not at all 
relished by our worthy steward, who, therefore, 
determined to overturn our whole plan, and sue- 
ceeded accordingly. My lord, all of a sudden, 
declared himself against the jaunt we had pro- 
jected, and insisted upon my staying at home, 
without assigning any reason for this peremptory 
behaviour ; his countenance being cloudy ; and 
for the space of three days he did not open his 
mouth. At last, he one night entered my bed- 
chamber, to which he now had free access, with 
his sword under his arm, and, if I remember 
aright, it was ready drawn. I could not help 



taking notice of this alarming circumstance, 
which shocked me the more, as it happened 
immediately after a gloomy fit of discontent. 
However, I seemed to overlook the incident, 
and, dismissing my maid, went to bed, because 
I was ashamed to acknowledge, even to my own 
heart, any dread of a person whom I despised so 
much. However, the strength of my constitution 
was not equal to the fortitude of my mind : I 
was taken ill, and the servants were obliged to 
be called up ; while my lord himself, terrified at 

my situation, ran up-stairs to Mrs. S , who 

was in bed; told her, with evident perturbation 
of spirits, that I was ver>' much indis)X)sed ; and 
said, he believed I was frighted by his entering 
my chamber with his sword in hand. 

"This lady was so startled at his information, 
that she ran into my apartment half-naked, and, 
as she went down-stairs, asked what reason could 
induce him to have carried his sword with him? 
Upon which he gave her to understand, that his 
intention was to kill the bats. I believe and 
hope he had no other design than that of intimid* 
ating me ; but when the affair happened, I was 

of a different opinion. Mrs. S ^ having put 

on her clothes, sat up all night by my bedside, 
and was so good as to assure me tliat she would 
not leave me until I should be safely delivered 
from the apprehensions that surrounded me in 
this house, to which she and the doctor had been 
the principal cause of my coming ; for my lord 
had haunted and importuned them incessantly on 
this subject, protesting that he loved me with 
the most inviolable affection ; and all he desired 
was, that I would sit at his table, manage his 
family, and share his fortune. By these pro- 
fessions, uttered with an air of honesty and good- 
nature, he had imposed himself upon them for 
the best-tempered creature upon earth ; and they 
used all their influence with me to take him into 
favour. This hath been the case with a great 
many people, who had but a superficial know- 
ledge of his disposition; but, in the course of 
their acquaintance, they have never faUed to 
discern and acknowledge their mistake. 

** The doctor, on his return from Tunbridge, to 
which place he had made a trip by himself, 
found me ill in bed, and the whole family in 
confusion : surprised and concerned at this dis* 
order, he entered into expostulation with my 
lord, who owned, that the cause of his dis- 
pleasure and disquiet was no other than jealousy. 

H had informed him, that I had been seen 

to walk out with Mr. Bal in a morning, and 

that our correspondence had been observed ; with 
many additional circumstances which were abso- 
lutely false and groundless. This imputation 
was no sooner understood, than it was resolved 
that the accuser should be examined, in presence 
of us all. He accordingly appeared, exceedingly 
drunk, though it was morning, and repeated the 
articles of the charge, as an information he had 
received from a man who came from town to 
hang the bells, and was long ago returned to 
London. 

''This was an instance of his cunning and 
address, which did not forsake him even in his 
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hours of intoxication. Had he fixed the calumny 
on any one of the servants, he would have been 
confronted and detected in his falsehood. Never- 
theless, though he could not be legally convicted, 
it plainly appeared that he was the author of this 

defamation, which incensed Mr. Bal to such 

a degree, that he could scarce be withheld from 
punishing him on the spot by manual chastise- 
ment. However, he was prevailed upon to 
abstain from such immediate vengeance, as a step 
unworthy of his character; and the affair was 
brought to this issue, that his lordship slK>uld 

either part with me or Mr. H , for I was 

fully determined against living under the same 
roof with such an incendiary. 

**This alternative being proposed, my lord 
dismissed his steward, and we returned to town 
with the doctor and Mrs. S ; for I had im- 
bibed such horror and aversion for this country- 
seat, though one of the pleasantest in England, 
that I could not bear to live in it. We there- 
fore removed to a house in Bond-street, where, 
according to the advice of my friends, I exerted 
my whole power and complaisance, in endea- 
vours to keep my husband in good-humour ; but 
was so unsuccessful in my attempts, that, if ever 
he was worse- tempered, more capricious, or in- 
tolerable at one time than at another, this was 
the season in which his ill-humour predominated 
to the most rancorous degree. I was scarce ever 
permitted to stir abroad, saw nobody at home 
but my old male friend whom I have mentioned 
above, and the doctor with his lady, from whose 
conversation also I was at last excluded. 

** Nevertheless, I contrived to steal a meeting 
now and then with my late benefactor, for whom 
I entertained a great share of affection, exclusive 
of that gratitude which was due to his generosity. 
It was not his fault that I compromised matters 
with my lord ; for he was as free of his purse, as 
I was unwilling to use it. It would, therefore, 
have been unfriendly, unkind, and ungrateful in 
me, now that I was in afHuence, to avoid all 
intercourse with a man who had supported me 
in adversity. I think people cannot be too shy 
and scrupulous in receiving favours ; but when 
once they are conferred, they ought never to for- 
get the obligation : and I was never more con- 
cerned at any incident in my life, than at hearing 
that this gentleman did not receive a letter, in 
which I acknowledged the last proof of his 
friendship and liberality which I had occasion to 
use, because I have since learned that he sus- 
pected me of neglect. 

'* But to return to my situation in Bond-street. 
I bore it as well as I could for the space of three 
months, during which I lived in the midst of 
spies who were employed to watch my conduct ; 
and underwent every mortification that malice, 
power, and folly could inflict. Nay, so ridicul- 
ous, so unreasonable, was my tyrant in his 
spleen, that he declared he would even be jea- 
lous of Heydigger, if there was no other man to 
incur his suspicion: he expected that I should 
spend my whole time with him tke-h-tke. When 
I sacrificed my enjoyment to these comfortable 
parties, he never failed to lay hold on some inno- 



cent expression of mine, which he made the 
foundation of a quarrel ; and when I strove to 
avoid these disagreeable misinterpretations by 
reading or writing, he incessantly teased and 
tormented me with the imputation of being 
peevish, sullen, and reserved. 

** Harassed by this insufferable behaviour, I 

communicated my case to Dr. S and his 

lady, intimating that I neither could nor would 
expose myself any longer to such usage. The 
doctor exhorted me to bear my fate with 

patience, and Mrs. S was silent on the 

subject ; so that I still hesitated between staying 
and going, when the doctor, being one night at 
supper, happened to have some words with my 
lord, who was so violently transported with 
passion, that I was actually afraid of going to 
bed with him ; and next morning, when he 
awaked, there was such an expression of frantic 
wildnes* in his countenance, that I imagined he 
was actually distracted. This alarming circum- 
stance confirmed me in my resolution of decamp- 
ing ; and I accordingly moved my quarters to a 
house in Sackville- street, where I had lodged 
when I was a widow. From thence I sent a 

message to the duke of L , desiring he would 

make my lord acquainted with the place of my 
abode, my reasons for removing, and my inten- 
tion to defend myself against all his attempts. 
The first night of this separation I went to bed 
by myself with as much pleasure as a man would 
feel in going to bed to his mistress, whom he 
had long solicited in vain ; so rejoiced was I to 
be delivered from my obnoxious bedfellow ! 

" From these lodgings I soon moved to Brook- 
street, where 1 had not long enjoyed the sweets 
of my escape, when I was importuned to return, 
by a new steward, whom my lord had engaged 

in the room of H . This gentleman, who 

bore a very fair character, made such judicious 
representations, and behaved so candidly in the 
discharge of his function, that I agreed he should 
act as umpire in the difference betwixt us ; and 
once more a reconciliation was effected, though 
his lordship began to be dissatisfied even before 
the execution of our agi-eement, in consequence 
of which he attended me to Bath, whither 1 went 
for the benefit of my health, which was not a 
little impaired. 

"This accommodation had a surprising effect 
upon my lover, who, nbtwithstanding his re- 
peated declarations that no woman should ever 
gain such an ascendency over his heart as to be 
able to give him pain, suffered all the agonies of 
disappointed love, when he now found himself 
deprived of the opportunities of seeing me, and 
behaved very differently from whj^t he had im- 
agined he should; his words and actions were 
desperate ; one of his expressions to me was, 
* It is like twisting my heart-strings, and tearing 
it out of my body.' Indeed, I should never have 
acted this part, had I foreseen what he would 
have suffered; but I protest I believed him, 
when he said otherwise, so much, that his 
declaration on that subject was the occasion of 
my giving him up ; and it was now too iate to 
retract. 
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" In our expedition to Bath, I was accom- 
panied by a very agreeable young lady, with 
whom I passed my time very happily amid the 
diversions of the place, which screened me, in a 
good measure, from the vexatious society of my 
hopeful partner. From this place we repaired 
to his seat in the country, where we spent a few 
months, and thence returned again to our house 
in Bond-street. Here, while I was confined to 
my bed by illness, it was supposed my indisposi- 
tion was no other than a private lying-in, though 
I was imder the roof with my lord, and attended 
by his servants. 

** While the distemper continued, my lord, to 
do him justice, behaved with all imaginable ten- 
derness and care ; and his concern on these 
occasions I have already mentioned, as a strange 
inconsistency in his dis}x>sition. If his actions 
were at all accountable, I should tliink he took 
pains to fret me into a fever first, in order to 
manifest his love and humanity afterwards. 
When I recovered my strength and spirits, I 
went abroad, saw company, and should have 
been easy, had he been contented ; but as my 
satisfaction increased, his good-humour decayed ; 
and he banished from his house, one by one, all 
the people whose convei^sation could have made 
my life agreeable. 

"I often expostulated with him upon his 
malignant behaviour, protesting my desire of 
living peaceably with him, and begging he 
would hot lay me under the necessity of chang- 
ing my measures. He was deaf to all my 
remonstrances, though I warned him more than 
once of the event ; persisted in his maxims of 
persecution ; and, after repeated quarrels, I 
again left his house, fully determined to suffer 
all sorts of extremity, rather than subject myself 
to the tyranny of his disposition. 

**This year was productive of one fatal event, 
which I felt with the utmost sensibility of sor- 
row, and I shall always remember with regret : — 

I mean the death of Mr. B , with whom I 

had constantly maintained an intimate cone- 
spondence since the first commencement of our 
acquaintance. He was one of the most valuable 
men, and promised to be one of the brightest 
ornaments, that this or any other age had pro- 
duced. I enjoyed his friendship without reserve ; 
and such was the confidence he reposed in my 
integrity, from long experience of my truth, that 
he often said he would believe my bare assertion, 
even though it should contradict the evidence of 
liis own senses. These being the terms upon 
^vhich we lived, it is not to be supposed that I 
fcore the loss of him without repining ; indeed 
my grief was unspeakable ; and though the edge 
of it be now smoothed by the lenient hand of 
time, I shall never cease to cherish his memory 
with the most tender remembrance. 

** During the last period of my living with 
my lord, I had agreed to the expediency of 
obtaining an act of parliament, which would 
enable him to pay his debts ; on which occasion 
there was a necessity of cancelling, a deed that 
subsisted between us, relating to a separate 
maintenance, to which, on certain provisions, I 



was entitled ; and this was to be set aside, so 
far as it interfered with the above-mentioned 
scheme, while the rest of it should remain in 
force- When this affair was about to be trans- 
acted, my lord very generously insisted upon 
my concuiTence, in annulling the whole settle- 
ment ; and when I refused to comply with this 
demand, because this was the sole resource I 
had against his ill-usage, he would not proceed 
in the execution of his plan, though by dropping 
it he hurt no1?ody but himself; and he accused 
me of having receded from my word, after I had 
drawn him into a considerable expense. 

"This imputation of breaking my word, which 
I defy the whole world to prove 1 ever did, in- 
censed me the more, as I myself had proposed 
the scheme for his service, although I knew the 
accomplishment of it would endanger the validity 
of my own settlement ; and n>y indignation was 
still more augmented by the behaviour of Mr. 

G , who had always professed a r^ard for 

my interest, and, upon my last accommodation 
with my lord, undertaken to effect a reconcilia- 
tion between my father and me ; but when he 
was questioned about the particulars of this 
difference, and desired to declare whether his 
lordship or I was to blame, he declined the 
office of arbitrator, refused to be explicit upon 
the subject, and, by certain shrewd hums and 
ha*s, signified his disapprobation of my conduct. 
Yet this very man, when 1 imparted to him, 
in confidence, my intention of making another 
retreat, and frankly asked his opinion of my 
design, seemed to acquiesce in the justice of 
it, in these remarkable words: 'Madam, if I 
thought or had hopes of my lord's giowing 
better, I would down on my knees to desire you 
to stay ; but as I have not, I say nothing.* 

** If he connived at my conduct in this par- 
ticular, why should he disapprove of it when all 
I asked was but common justice ? But he was a 
dependent ; and therefore I excuse his phlegma- 
tic, not to call it unfriendly, behaviour. Indeed 
he could not be too cautious of giving offence to 
his lordship, .who sometimes made him feel the 
effects of that wrath which other people had 
kindled ; particularly, in consequence of a small 
adventure which happened about this veiy period 
of time. 

'*A very agreeable, sprightly, good-natured 
young man, a near relation of my lord, happening 
to be at our house one evening, when there was 
a fire in the neighbourhood, we agreed to go and 
sup at a tavern, en famille ; and, having spent 
the evening with great mirth and good humour, 
this young gentleman, who was naturally face-- 
tious, in taking his leave, saluted us all round. 
My lord, who had before entertained some 
jealousy of his kinsman, was very much pro- 
voked by this trifling incident, but very pru- 
dently supfwessed his displeasure till he returned 
to his own house, where his rage, co-operating 
with the champagne he had drunk, inflamed 
him to such a degree of resolution, that he sprang 

upon the innocent G , and collared him with 

great fury, though he was altogether unconcerned 
in the cause of his indignation. 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 



203 



** This extravagant and frantic behaviour, 
added to the other grievances under which I 
laboured, hastened my resolution of leaving 
him ; and he to this day blames his relation as 
the immediate cause of my escape, whereas he 
ought to place it to the account of his own mad- 
ness and indiscretion. When I retired to Park- 
street, he cautioned all my tradesmen, not even 
excepting my baker, against giving me credit, 
assuring them that he would not pay any debts 
I should contract ; and the difficulties to which 
I was reduced in consequence of this charitable 
<leclaration, together with the reflection of what 
I liad suffered and might undergo, from the 
caprice and barbarity of his disposition, affected 
my health so much, that I was taken again ill, 
and my life thought in danger. 

"My constitution, however, got the better of 
my distemper, and I was ordered into the 
country by my physicians for the benefit of the 
air ; so that I found myself under the necessity 
of keeping two houses, when I was little able to 
support one ; and set up my chariot, because I 
could not defray the expense of a hackney-coach ; 
for I. had as much credit given me as I asked 
for, notwithstanding my lord's orders to the 
contrary. 

** Having recruited my spirits in the country, 
I returned to town, and was visited by my friends, 
who never forsook me in adversity, and in the 
summer removed to a house in Essex, where I 
lived a few months in great tranquillity, unmo- 
lested by my tyrant, who sometimes gave me a 
whole year's respite. Here I used to ride and 
drive by turns, as my humour dictated, with 
horses which were lent me ; and I had the com- 
pany of my lover and another gentleman, who 
was a very agreeable companion, and of singular 
service to me in the sequel. 

** At last, my lord having received intelligence 
of the place of my abode, and his tormenting 
humour recurring, he set out for my habitation, 
and in the morning appeared with a coach and 

six, attended by Mr. G and another person, 

whom he had engaged for the purpose, with 
several domestics armed. I immediately shut up 
my doors at his approach, and refused him ad- 
mittance, which he endeavoured to obtain by a 
succession of prayers and tlireats ; but I was deaf 
to both* and resolved to hold out to the last. 
Seeing me determined, he began his attack, and 
his servants actually forced their way into the 
house; upon which I retreated up-stairs, and 
fortified myself in my apartment, w^hich the 
assailants stormed with such fury, that the door 
began to give way, and I retired into another 
room. 

** Whilst I remained in this post, Mr. G 

demanded a parley, in which he begged I would 
favour my lord with an interview ; otherwise he 
knew not what might be the consequence. To 
this remonsti-ance I replied that I was not dis- 
posed to comply with his request ; and that 
though their design should be murder, I was not 
at all afraid of deatli. Upon this declaration, 
they renewed their attacks, >vhich they carried 
on with . indifferent success till the afternoon^ 



when my lord, as if he had been at play, sent a 
formal message to me, desiring that all hostilities 
should cease till after both parties should have 
dined : at the same time my own servants came 
for instructions ; and I ordered them to let him 
have everything which he should call for, as far 
as the house would afford. 

" He did not fail to make use of this permis* 
sion, but, sitting down with his companions, 
ate up my dinner without hesitation, after he had 
paid me the compliment of desiring to know 
what he should send up to my apartment. Far 
from having any stomach to partake of his meal, 
I sat solitary upon my bed, in a state of melan- 
choly expectation, having fastened the door of 
the outward room for my security, while I kept 
my chamber open for the convenience of air, the 
weather being excessively hot. His lordship, 
having indulged his appetite, resumed his at- 
tempt ; and all of a sudden I heard a noise in the 
next room ; upon which I started up, and perceiv- 
ing that he had got into my ante-chamber, by 
the help of a bench that stood under the window, , 
I flung to the door of my room, which I locked 
with great expedition, and, opening another that 
communicated with the staircase, ran out of the 
house, through a crowd of more than a hundred 
people, whom this fray had gathered together. 

"Being univereally beloved in the neighbour* 
hood, and respected by my lord's servants, I 
passed among them untouched, and took refuge 
in a. neighbouring cottage ; while his lordship 
bawled and roared for assistance, being afmid to 
come out as he had gone in. Without waiting 
for his deliberations, I changed clothes with the 
poor woman who liad given me shelter, and, in 
her blue apron and straw hat, sallied out into the 
fields, intending to seek protection at the house 
of a gentleman not far off, though I was utterly 
ignorant of the road that led to it. However, it 
was my good fortune to meet with a farmer, who 
undertook to conduct me to the place ; otherwise 
I should have missed my way, and in all proba- 
bility lain in the fields ; for by this time it was 
eight o'clock at night. 

" Under the direction of this guide, I traversed 
hedges and ditches ; for I would not venture to 
travel in the highway, lest I should fall into the 
hands of my pursuer ; and after I had actually 
tumbled in the mire, and walked six or seven 
long miles by the help of a good spirit, which 
never failed me on such occasions, I arrived at 
the place, and rang the bell at the garden-gate 
for admittance. Seeing my figiu-e, which was 
veiy uncouth, together with my draggled con- 
dition, they denied me entrance ; but when they 
understood who I was, immediately opened the 
door, and I was hospitably entertained, after 
having been the subject of mirth on account of 
my dress and adventure. 

" Next day I returned and took possession of 
my house again, where I resumed my former 
amusements, which I enjoyed in quiet for the 
space of a whole month, waiting with resignation 
for the issue of my lawsuit ; when one afternoon 
I was apprised of his lordship's approach by one 
of my spies, whom I always employed to recoup 
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noitre the rdsKt;' and so fortunate was I in the 
choice of these scouts, that I never was betrayed 
by one of thenii though they were often bribed 
for that purpose. I no sooner received this in- 
telligence, than I ordered my horse to be saddled, 
and, mounting, rode out of sight immediately, 
directing my course a different way from the 
London road. I had not long^ proceeded in this 
track, when my career was all of a sudden stop- 
ped by a five-bar gate, which, after some hesita- 
tion, I resolved to leap (my horse being an old 
hunter) if I should find myself pursued. How- 
ever, with much difficulty I made a shift to open 
it, and arrived in safety at the house of my very 

good friend Mr. G , who, being a justice of 

the peace, had promised me his protection if it 
should be wanted. 

'* Thus secured for the present, I sent out spies 
to bring information of his lordship's proceed- 
ings, and understood that he had taken possession 
of my house, turned my servants adrift, and 
made himself master of all my moveables, clothes, 
and papers. As for the papers, they were of no 
consequence ; but- of clothes I had a good stock ; 
and when I had reason to believe that he did not 
intend to relinquish his conquest, I thought it 
was high time for me to remove to a greater dis- 
tance from his quarters. Accordingly, two days 
after my escape, I set out at eleven o'clock at 
night, in a chariot and four, which I borrowed 
of my friend, attended by a footman, who was a 
stout fellow, and well armed, I myself being 
provided with a brace of good pistols, which I 
was fully determined to use against any person 
who should presume to lay violent hands upon 
me, except my lord, for whom a less mortal 
weapon would have sufficed, such as a bodkin or 
a tinder-box. Nothing could be farther from my 
intention than the desire of hurting any living 
creature, much less my husband : my design was 
only to defend myself from cruelty and oppres- 
sion, which I knew, by fatal experience, would 
infallibly be my lot, should he get me into his 
power ; and I thought I had as good a right to 
preserve my happiness as that which every indi- 
vidual has to preserve his life, especially against 
a set of ruffians who were engaged to rob me of 
it for a little dirty lucre. 

**In the midst of our journey the footman 
came up, and told me I was dogged ; upon 
which I looked out, and, seeing a man riding 
by the chariot-side, presented one of my pistols 
out at the window, and preserved that posture of 
defence until he thought proper to retreat, and 
rid me of the fears that attended his company. 
I arrived in town, and, changing my equipage, 
hired an open chaise, in which, though I was 
almost starved with cold, I travelled to Reading, 
which I reached by ten next morning ; and from 
thence proceeded farther into the country, with 

a view of taking refuge with Mrs. C , who 

was my particular friend. Here I should have 
found shelter, though my lord had been before- 
hand with me, and endeavoured to prepossess 
her against my conduct, had not the house been 
crowded with company, among whom I could 
not possibly have been concealed, especially from 



her brother, who was an intimate friend of my 
persecutor. 

"Things being thus situated, I enjoyed but a 
very short interview with her, in which her 
sorrow and perplexity on my account appeared 
with great expression in her countenance ; and 
though it was not in her power to afford me the 
relief I expected, she, in the most genteel manner, 
sent after me a small sum of money, thinking 
that, considering the huny in which I left my 
house, I might have occasion for it on the road. 
I was by this time benumbed with cold, fatigued 
with travelling, and almost fretted to death by 
my disappointment. However, this was no time 
to indulge despondence ; since nobody could or 
would assist me, I stood the more in need of my 
own resolution and presence of mind. After 
some deliberation, I steered my course back to 
London ; and being unwilling to return by the 
same road in which I came, as well as impatient 
to be at the end of my journey, I chose the 
Bagshot way, and ventured to cross the heath by 
moonlight. 

**Here I was attacked by a footpad,, armed 
with a broad-sword, who came up and demanded 
my money. My stock amounted to twelve 
guineas ; and I foresaw that should I be stripped 
of the whole sum, I could not travel without 
discovering who I was, and conSfequently running 
the risk of being detected by my pursuer. On 
these considerations I gave the fellow three 
guineas and some silver, with which he was so 
far from being satisfied, that he threatened to 
search me for more : but I ordered the coachman 
to proceed, and by good fortune escaped that 
ceremony ; though I was under some apprehen* 
sion of being overtaken by a pistol-bullet in my 
flight, and therefore held down my head in the 
chaise, in imitation of some great men, who are 
said to have ducked in the same manner in the 
day of battle. My fears happened to- be disap- 
pointed : I lay at an inn upon the road, and 
next day arrived in town in the utmost difficulty 
and distress; for I knew not where to fix my 
habitation, and was destitute of all means of 
support. In this dilemma, I applied to my 
lawyer, who recommended me to the house of a 
tradesman in Westminster, where I lodged and 
boarded upon credit, with my faithful Abigail 
(whom I shall distinguish by the name of Mrs. 

S ), for the space of ten weeks, during 

which I saw nobody, and never once stirred 
abroad. 

" While I was thus harassed out of all enjoy- 
ment of life, and reduced to the utmost indigence 
by the ci-uelty of my persecutor, who had even 
stripped me of my wearing apparel, I made a 

conquest of Lord D ^ a • nobleman who is 

now dead, and therefore I shall say little of his 
character, which is perfectly well known : this 
only will I observe, that, next to my own t)nrant, 
he was the person of whom I had the greatest 
abhorrence. Nevertheless, when these two came 
in competition, I preferred the offers of this new 
lover, which were very considerable ; and, as an 
asylum was the chief thing I wanted, agreed to 
follow him to his country-seat, whithev I actually 
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sent my clothes, which I had purchased upon 
credit. 

** However, upon mature deliberation, I 
changed my mind, and signified my resolution 
in a letter, desiring, at the same time, that my 
baggage might be sent back. -In consequence 
of this message, I expected a visit from him in 
all the rage of indignation and disappointment, 
and gave orders that he should not be admitted 
into my house : yet, notwithstanding this pre- 
caution, he found means to procure entrance; 
and one of the first objects that I saw, next 
morning, in my bed-chamber, was my lover, 
armed with his horse-whip, against which, from 
my knowledge of the man, I did not think 
myself altogether secure ; though I was not 
much alarmed, because I believed myself superior 
to him in point of bravery, should the worst 
come to the woret : but, contrary to my expecta- 
tion, and his usual behaviour to our sex, he 
accosted me very politely, and began to ex- 
postulate upon the contents of my letter. I 
freely told him that I had rashly assented to his 
proposal, for my own convenience only ; that 
when I reflected on what I had done, I thought 
it ungenerous in me to live with him upon these 
terms ; and that, as I did not like him, and 
could not dissemble, such a correspondence could 
never tend to the satisfaction of either. He 
allowed the inference was just, though he was 
very much chagrined at my previous proceeding : 
he relinquished his claim, restored my clothes, 
and never afterwards upbraided me with my 
conduct in this affair; though he at one time 
owned that he still loved me, and ever should, 
because I had used him ill ; — a declaration that 
strongly marks the peculiarity of liis character. 
As for my own part, I own that my behaviour 
on this occasion is in no other way excusable 
than on account of the miserable perplexity of 
my circumstances, which were often so calami- 
tous, that I wonder I have not been compelled 
to take such steps as would have rendered my 
conduct much more exceptionable than it really is. 

**At last all my hopes were blasted by the 
issue of my suit, which was determined in favour 
of my lord. Even then I refused to yield : on 
the contrary, coming out of retirement, I took 
lodgings in Suffolk-street, and set my tyrant at 
defiance. But, being unwilling to tnist my doors 
to the care of other people, I hired a house in 
Conduit-street ; and no sooner appeared in the 
world again, than I was surrounded by divere 
and sundry sorts of admirers. I believe I re- 
ceived the incense and addresses of all kinds 
under the sun, except that sort which was most 
to my liking, a man capable of contracting and 
inspiring a mutual attachment ; but such a one 
is equally rare and inestimable ; not but that I 
own myself greatly obliged to all those who cul- 
tivated my good graces, though they were very 
little beholden to me ; for where I did not really 
love, I could never profess that passion : that 
sort of dissimulation is a slavery that no honest 
nature will undei^o. Except one worthy young 
man whom I sometimes saw, they were a strange 
medley of insignificant beings : one was insipid. 



another ridiculously affected, a third void of all 
education, a fourth altogether inconsistent ; and, 
in short, I found as many trifling characters 
among the men as ever I observed in my own 
sex. Some of them I endeavoured to bring over 
to my maxims, while they attempted to make a 
proselyte of me ; but finding the task impractic- 
able on both sides, we very wisely dropped eacl> 
other. 

"At length, however, I was blessed with the 
acquaintance of one nobleman, who is, perhaps, 
the first character in England, in point of honour,, 
integrity, wit, sense, and benevolence : when I 
have thus distinguished him, I need scarce men- 
tion Lord . This great, this good man, 

possesses every accomplishment requisite to in- 
spire admiration, love, and esteem. With in* 
finitely more merit than almost ever fell to one 
man's share, he manifests such dif^dence of his 
own qualifications, as cannot fail to prepossess 
every company in his favour. He seems to 
observe nothing, yet sees everything ; his manner 
of telling a story, and making trifles elegant, is 
peculiar to himself ; and though he has a thou-> 
sand oddities, they serve only to make him more 
agreeable. After what I have said, it may be 
supposed that I was enamoured of his person r 
but this was not the case; love is altogether 
capricious and fanciful ; yet I admire, honour, 
and esteem him to the highest degree ; and when 
I observe, that his character resembled that of 

my dear departed friend Mr. B ; or rather, 

that Mr. B , had he lived, would have re- 
sembled Lord , I pay the highest compli- 
ment I can conceive both to the living and the 
dead. 

" In this nobleman's friendship and conversa- 
tion I thought myself happy, though I was, as 
usual, exposed to the indefatigable efforts of my 
lord, who, one day, while I was favoured with 
the company of this generous friend, appeared at 
my door in his coach, attended by another gentle- 
man, who demanded entrance with an air of 
authority. A very honest footman, who had 
been long in my service, ran up-stairs in the ut- 
most consternation, and gave me an account of 
what had happened below : upon which, I told 
him he had nothing to answer for, and ordered 
him to keep the door fast shut against all opposi- 
tion : though I was so much affected with this 

unexpected assault, that Lord said he was 

never more surprised and shocked in his life, 
than at the horror which appeared in my coun- 
tenance when I saw the coach stop at my door. 

" My little hero, being refused admittance, 
went away, threatening to return speedily with 
a reinforcement ; and during this interval I pro- 
vided myself with a soldier, whom I placed 
sentinel at the door, within side, to guard me 
from the danger of such assaults for the future. 
My lord, tnie to his promise, marched back with 
his auxiliaries, reinforced with a constable, and 
repeated his demand of being admitted ; and my 
soldier opening the sash, in order to answer him, 
according to my directions, he no sooner per- 
ceived the red coat than he was seized with such 
a panic that he instantly fled with great precipit- 
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ntion ; and when he recounted the adventure, 
like Falstaff in the play, multiplied my guard 
into a whole file of musqueteers. itle also made 
a shift to discover the gentleman who had been 
so kind as to lend me one of his company, and 

complained of him to the duke of N , in 

hopes of seeing him broken for his misdemeanour ; 
but in that expectation he was luckily disap- 
pointed. 

** Perceiving that in England I should never 
enjoy peace, but be continually subject to those 
alarms and disquiets which had already impaired 
my health and spirits, I resolved to repair again 
•to France, my best refuge and sure retreat from 
the persecution of my tyrant. Yet, before I took 
this step, I endeavoured, by the advice of my 
friends, to conceal myself near Windsor ; but 
was in a little time discovered by my lord, and 
hunted out of my lurking-place accordingly. I 
Jlhen removed to Chelsea, where I suffered in- 
conceivable uneasiness and agitation of mind 
from the nature of my situation, my tranquillity 
being tlius incessantly invaded by a man who 
could not be satisfied with me, and yet could 
not live without me; so that, though I was very 
tnuch indisposed, I set out for France, by the 
way of the Hague, as the war had shut up all 
other communication, having no other attendant 

but my woman S , who, though she dreaded 

the sea, and was upon the brink of matrimony, 
^ould not quit me in such a calamitous condition 
until I was joined by my footman and other 
maid, whom I ordered to follow me with the 
baggage. But before my departure I sent a 
message to Lord — — , demanding my clothes, 
which he had seized in Essex ; and he refusing 
to deliver them, I Was obliged to equip myself 
anew upon credit. 

**I was supplied with money for my journey 

by my good friend L ; and after a short and 

pleasant passage arrived at the Hague, where I 

stayed two months, and parted with S , on 

'whom I settled an annuity of five-and-twenty 
pounds, payable out of the provision which I had 
or might obtain from my husband. The same 

Allowance I had prevailed upon Lord B to 

grant to another maid who attended me while I 
Jived in his house. 

** I did not much relish the people in Holland, 
because they seemed entirely devoted to self- 
interest, without any taste for pleasure or polite- 
ness ; a species of disposition that could not be 
very agreeable to me, who always despised 
money, had an unbounded benevolence of heart, 
and loved pleasure beyond eveiy other consider- 
ation. When I say pleasure, I would not be 
understood to mean sensuality, which constitutes 
the supreme happiness of those only who are 
•void of sentiment and imagination. Neverthe- 
less, I received some civilities in this place ; and, 
among the rest, the reputation of having for my 

lover the king of P 's minister, who was 

young and airy, and visited me often ; circum- 
:stances that were sufficient to lay me under the 
imputation of an amour, which I frequently 
incurred without having given the least cause of 
suspicion. 
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Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, I 
departed from the Hague, in company with an 
English woman, whom I had chosen for that 
purpose, and arrived at Antwerp with much 
difficulty and danger, the highway being infested 
with robbers. After having reposed myself a 
few days in this city,^I hu*ed a coach for myself, 
and set out with my companion for Brussels ; 
but before we reached Mechlin our vehicle was 
attacked by two hussars, who, with their sabres 
drawn, obliged the coachman to drive into a 
wood near the road. I at first imagined they 
wanted to examine our passports, but was soon 
too well convinced of their design ; and though 
very much shocked at the discovery, found reso- 
lution enough to suppress my concern, so that it 
should not aggravate the terrors of the young 
woman, who had almost died of apprehension. 
I even encouraged her to hope for the best ; and, 
addressing myself to the robbers in P'rench, 
begged in the most suppliant manner that they 
would spare our lives ; upon which one of them, 
who was a little fellow, assured me in the same 
language that we liad nothing to fear for our 
persons. 

" When we were conveyed, in a state of 
dreadful suspense, above three quarters of a 
mile into the wood, the ruffians came into the 
coach, and taking my keys, which I kept ready 
in my hand for them, opened three large trunks 
that contained my baggage, and emptying them 
of everything but my hoops and a few books, 
packed up their booty in a cloth, then robbed 
me of my money and jewels, even to my shoe- 
buckles and sleeve-buttons, took my footman's 
laced hat, and gave it, by way of gratification, 
to a peasant, who came from behind the bushes, 
and assisted them in packing. 

** This affair being despatched, they ordered us 
to return to the road by a different way from that 
m which we were carried into the wood ; and, 
mounting their horses, rode off with their plun- 
der, though not before the little fellow, who was 
the least ferocious of the two, had come and 
shaken me by the hand, wishing us a good 
journey ; a compliment which I heartily re- 
turned, being extremely well pleased with the 
retreat of two such coniipanions, who had 
detained us a whole half-hour, during whicli, 
notwithstanding the assurance I had received, I 
was in continual apprehension of seeing their 
operation concluded with the murder of us all ; 
for I suppose they were of that gang who had 
some time before murdered a French officer, and 
used a lady extremely ill, after having rifled her 
of all she had. 

** Having thus undergone pillage, and being 
reduced to the extremity of indigence in a foreign 
land, it is not to be supposed that my reflections 
were very comfortable ; and yet, though I sus- 
tained the whole damage, I was the only person 
in the company who bore the accident with any 
resolution and presence of mind. My coachman 
and valet seemed quite petrified with fear ; and 
it was not till I had repeated my directions that 
the former drove farther into the wood, and took 
tlie first turning to the right in order to regain 
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the road, according to the command of the rob- 
bers, which I did not choose to disobey. 

** This misfortune I suffered by the misinform- 
ation I received at Antwerp, where I would have 
provided myself with an escort had I not been 
assured that there was not the least occasion to 
put myself to such extraordiimry expense ; and 
indeed the robbers took the only half-hour in 
which they could have had an opportunity of 
phmdering us ; for we no sooner returned into 
ihe highway tlian we met with the French artil- 
lery coming from Brussels, which was a security 
to us during the rest of our journey. We were 
afterwards informed at a small village that there 
was actually a large gang of deserters, who har- 
boured in that wood, from which they made 
excursions in the neighbourhood, and kept the 
peasants in continual alarms. 

** Having proceeded a little way we were 
stopped by the artillery crossing a bridge ; and, 
as the train was very long, must have been 
<letained till night, had not a soldier informed 
me that if I would take the trouble to come out 
of my coach, and apply to the commandant, he 
would order them to halt and allow me to pass. 
I took the man's advice, and was by him con- 
•ducted, with much difficulty, through the crowd 
to some officers, who seemed scarce to deserve 
the name ; for, when I signified my request, they 
neither rose up nor desired me to sit down ; but 
lolling in their chairs, with one legstretclied out, 
asked, with an air of disrespectful raillery, where 
I was going ; and when I answered, * To Paris, ' 
desired to know what I would do there. 

* * I, who am naturally civil when I am civilly 
used, and saucy enough when I think myself 
treated with disregard, was very much piqued at 
iheir insolent and unmannerly behaviour, and 
began to reply to theic impertinent questions 
very abruptly; so that a very tart dialogue 
would have ensued, had not the conversation 
been interrupted by a tall, thin, genteel young 
French nobleman, an officer in the army, who 
chancing to come in, asked, with great polite- 
ness, what I would please to have? I then 
repeated my desire, and produced my passports, 
by which he learned who I was. He immedi- 
ately gave orders that my coach should pass, and 
afterwards visited me at Paris, having obtained 
my permission, and taken my address at part- 
ing ; while the others, understanding my name 
and quality, asked pardon for their impolite 
•carriage, which they told me was owing to the 
representation of the soldier, who gave them to 
understand that I was a strolling actress. 

'*I could not help laughing heartily at this 
mistake, which might have proceeded from the 
circumstances of my appearance ; my footman 
liaving been obliged to change hats with the 
peasant, and myself being without buckles in 
my shoes and buttons in my riding-shirt, while 
my countenance still retained marks of the 
fear and confusion I • had undergone. After 
all, perhaps the fellow was a droll, and wanted 
to entertain himself at my expense. The day 
was so far consumed in these adventures, that I 
was obliged to take up my lodging at Mechlin, 



where I addressed myself to the intendant, giving 
him an account of the disaster I had met with, 
and desiring I might have credit at the inn, as 
our whole company could not raise the value of 
a sixpence. This gentleman, though a pro- 
vincial, was polite in his way, and not only 
granted my request, but invited me to lodge at 
his own house. I accordingly gave him my 
company at supper, but did not choose to sleep 
in his quarters, because he appeared to l)e what 
the French call un vieux dibauchi, 

** Next day he sent a trumpet to the general, 
with a detail of my misfortune, in hopes of re- 
trieving what I had lost ; but, notwithstanding 
all possible search, I was fain to put up with my 
damage, which, in linen, laces, clothes, and 
baubles, amounted to upwards of seven hundred 
pounds ; a loss which never deprived me of one 
moment's rest ; for though I lodged at a miser- 
able inn, and lay in a paltry bed, I slept as 
sound as if nothing extraordinary had happened, 
after I had written to London and Paris, direct- 
ing that the payment of my bills of credit might 
be stopped. Indeed, I know but of two misfor- 
tunes in life capable of depressing my spirits, — 
namely, the loss of health and friends ; all others 
may be prevented or endured. The articles of 
that calamity which I chiefly regretted were a 

picture of Lord W and some inimitable 

letters from Mr. B . 

"From Mechlin I proceeded to Brussels, 
where, being known, I got credit for some neces- 
saries, and borrowed twenty guineas to defray 
the expense of my journey to Paris. Having 
consulted with my friends about the safest method 
of travelling through Flanders, I was persuaded 
to take places in the public vaiture ; and accord- 
ingly departed, not without fears of finding one 
part of the country as much infested with robbers 
as another. Nor were these apprehensions 
assuaged by the conversation of my fellow-travel- 
lers, who being of the lower sort of people, that 
delight in exaggerating dangers, entertained me 
all the way with an account of all the robberies 
and murders which had been committed on that 
road, with many additional circumstances of their 
own invention. After having been two days 
exposed to this comfortable conversation, among 
very disagreeable company, which is certainfy 
one of the most unpleasant situations in life, I 
arrived at Lisle, where, thinking the dangerous 
part of the journey was now past, I hired a post- 
chaise, and in two days more reached Paris, 
without any farther molestation. 

** Upon my amval in this capital, I was 
immediately visited by my old acquaintances, 
who hearing my disaster, offered me their clothes, 
and insisted upon my wearing them until I could 
be otherwise provided. They likewise engaged 
me in parties, with a view of amusing my imagin- 
ation, that I might not grow melancholy in 
reflecting upon my loss ; and desired me to repeat 
the particulars of my story forty times over, ex- 
pressing gi-eat surprise at our not being murdered, 
or ravished at least. As for this last species of 
outrage, the fear of it never once entered my 
head, othei-wise I should have been more shocked 
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and alarmed than I really was : but it seems 
this was the chief circumstance of my companion's 
apprehension ; and I cannot help observing, that 
a homely woman is always more apt to entertain 
those fears than one whose person exposes her to 
much more imminent danger. However, I now 
learned that the risk I ran was much greater than 
I imagined it to be, those ruffians being familiar- 
ized to rape as well as murder. 

**Soon after my appearance in Paris, I was 
favoured with the addresses of several French 
lovers ; but I never had any taste for foreigners, 
or indeed for any amusements of that kind, 
except such as were likely to be lasting, and 
settled upon a more agreeable footing than that 
of common gallantry. When I deviated from 
this principle, my conduct was the effect of com- 
pulsion, and therefore I was never easy under it, 
having been reduced to the alternative of two 
evils, the least of which I was obliged to choose, 
as a man leaps into the sea in order to escape 
from a ship that is on fire. 

" Though 1 rejected their love, I did not 
refuse their company and conversation ; and 
though my health was considerably impaired by 
the shock I received in my last adventure, which 
was considerably greater tlian I at first imagined, 
and affected my companion so much that she 
did not recover her spirits till she returned to 
England ,; I say, though I was for some time a 
valetudinarian, I enjoyed myself in great tran- 
quillity for the space of ten months, during which 
I was visited by English, Scotch, and French of 
all parties and persuasions ; for pleasure is of no 
faction, and that was the chief object of my 
pursuit ; neither was I so ambitious of being a 
politician as to employ my time and thoughts 
upon subjects which I did not understand. I 
had admirers of all sides, and should have spent 
my time very much to my liking, had I not felt 
my funds sensibly diminish, without any prospect 
of their being repaired ; for I had l)een obliged 
to lay out a great part of the sum allotted for my 
subsistence, in supplying my companion, my 
servant, and myself with necessaries in lieu of 
those which we had lost. 

*' Having before mine eyes the uncomfortable 
prospect of wanting money in a strange place, I 
found myself under the necessity of returning to 
England, where I had more resources than I 
could possibly have among foreigners ; and with 

that view wrote to Lord *s agents, desiring 

that I might be enabled to discharge my obliga- 
tions at Paris by the payment of my pin-money. 
Thus a negotiation commenced, and his lordship 
promised to remit money for the clearance of my 
Paris debts, which amounted to four hundred 
pounds ; but he would not advance one farthing 
more, though I gave him to understand, that 
while he protracted the agreement I must inevit- 
ably be adding to my encumbrances, and that I 
should be as effectually detained by a debt of 
twenty pounds as if I owed a thousand. Not- 
withstanding all my representations, he would 
not part with one shilling over the net sura which 
I had at first stipulated ; so that all my measures 
were rendered abortive, and I found it altogether 



impracticable to exectlte those resolutions I liad 
formed in his favour, 

"Thus did he for a mere trifle embarrass the 
woman for whom he professes the most unlimited 
love, and whose principles he pretends to hold 
in the utmost veneration. Indeed, his confidence 
in my integrity is not without foundation ; for 
many wives, with one half of my provocation, 
would have ruined him to all intents and 
purposes ; whereas, notwithstanding all the ex- 
traordinary expenses to which I have been 
exposed by his continual persecution, he never 
paid a shilling on my account, except one thou- 
sand pounds, exclusive of the small allowance 
which was my due. In a word, so much time 
elapsed before my lord could prevail up>on him- 
self to advance the bare four hundred, that I 
was involved in fresh difliculties, from which 
I found it impossible to extricate myself; and 
though I had occasion to write a letter to my 

benefactor Lord , in which I expressed my 

acknowledgment for past favours, I could not 
venture to solicit more ; even when I was en- 
couraged by a very obliging answer, wherein he 
declared that the good qualities of my mind and 
heart would bind him to me in friendship for 
ever. 

** While I ruminated on my uncomfortable situ* 
ation, which would neither permit me to return 
to England, nor to slay much longer where I 
was, a young Englishman of immense fortune 
took Paris in his way from Italy, accompanied 
by a most agreeable Scotchman of very good 
sense and great vivacity. It was my good or ill 
fortune to become acquainted with these gentle- 
men, who, having seen me ai the opera, ex- 
pressed a desire of being known to me, and 
accordingly favoured me with a visit one after- 
noon, when the brisk North Briton engrossed the 
whole conversation ; while the other seemed 
fearful and difiident even to a degree of bashful- 
ness, through which, however, I could discern a 
delicate sensibility and uncommon understanding. 
There was in his person, which was very agree- 
able, as well as in his behaviour, a certain na'ivdS 
that was very pleasing ; and at this first interview 
we relished each other's company so well, that a 
sort of intimacy immediately commenced, and 
was carried on in a succession of parties of 
pleasure, in the course of which I found him 
fraught with all the tenderness and sentiment 
that render the heart susceptible of the most 
refined love; a disposition that immediately 
made me partial to him, while it subjected his 
own heart to all the violent impressions of a 
passion, which I little imagined our correspond- 
ence would have produced. 

** Nevertheless, I was far from being dis- 
pleased with my conquest, because his person 
and qualifications, as well as his manner of 
address, were very much to my liking, and 
recommended him in a particular manner to my 
affection. Indeed, he made a greater progress 
in my heart than I myself suspected ; for there 
was something congenial in our souls, which, 
from our first meeting, I believe, had attracted 
us, unknown to ourselves, under the notions of 
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friendship and regard, and now disclosed itself 
in the most passionate love. 

''I listened to his addresses, and we were 
truly happy. His attachment was the quint- 
essence cf tenderness and sincerity, while his 
generosity knew no bounds. Not contented with 
having paid twelve hundred pounds on my 
account m the space of one fortnight, he would 
have loaded me with present after present, had 
not I absolutely refused to accept such expensive 
marks of his munificence. I was even mortified 
at those instances of his liberality, which my 
situation compelled me to receive, lest, being 
but little acquainted with my disposition, he 
should suspect me of being interested in my love, 
and judge my conduct by the malicious reports 
of common fame, which, he afterwards owned, 
had at first obtained such credit with him that 
l:e believed our mutual attachment would not be 
cf long duration. But in this particular he was 
soon undeceived: his heart, though natumlly 
adapted for the melting passion, had hitherto 
escaped untouched by all the ladies of Italy and 
France ; and therefore the first impressions were 
tl e more deeply fixed. As he was unpractised 
in the ways of common gallantry and deceit, the 
striking simplicity in his diaracter was the more 
likely to engage the heart of one who knew the 
perfidy of the world, and despised all the farce 
and bombast of fashionable profession, which I 
had always considered as the phrase of vanity 
and ostentation, rather than the genuine language 
of love. Besides, gratitude had a considerable 
share in augmenting my affection, which mani- 
fested itself in such a warm, cordial, artless 
manner, as increased his esteem, and riveted his 
attachment ; for he could easily perceive, from 
the whole tenour of my conduct, that my breast 
was an utter stranger to craft and dissimulation ; 
yet I was at first fearful of contracting any 
engagement with him, because, being younger 
than I, he might be more apt to change, and the 
world might be malicious enough to suppose I 
had practised upon his inexperience ; but, con- 
scious of my own integiity, I set slander at 
defiance, trusting to my own behaviour and his 
natural probity for the continuance of his love. 
Though we did not live together in the same 
house, the greatest part of our time was spent in 
each other's company ; we dined and supped at 
the same table, frequented public places, went 
upon parties to the country, and never parted 
but for a few hours in the night, which we passed 
in the utmost impatience to meet again. 

*' In this agreeable manner did the days roll 
on, when my felicity was interrupted by a fit of 
jealousy with which X happened to be seized. I 
had contracted an acquaintance with a young 
married lady, who, though her personal attrac- 
tions were but slender, was, upon the whole, an 
agreeable, cheerful, good-natured companion, 
with a little dash of the coquette in her compo- 
sition. This woman, being in very indigent 
circumstance, occasioned by some losses her 
husband had sustained, no sooner had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing and conversing with my lover, 
than she formed the design of making a con- 



quest of him. I should have forgiven her for 
this scheme, whatever pangs it might have cost 
me, had I believed it the effect of real passion ; 
but I knew her too well to suppose her heart 
was susceptible of love, and accordingly resented 
it. In the execution of her plan, she neglected 
nothing which she thought capable of engaging 
his attention. She took all opportunities of 
sitting near him at table, ogled him in the most 
palpable manner, directed her whole discourse 
to him, trod upon his toes ; nay, I believe, 
squeezed his hand. My blood boiled at her, 
though my pride, for some time, enabled me to 
conceal my uneasiness ; till at length her behavi- 
our became so arrogant and gross, that I could 
no longer suppress my indignation, and one day 
told my lover that I would immediately renounce 
his correspondence. 

** He was greatly alaimed at this unexpected 
declaration ; and when he understood the cause 
of it, assured me that for the future he would 
never exchange one word with her. Satisfied 
with this mark of his sincerity and regaixl, I 
released him from this promise, which he could 
not possibly keep while she and I lived upon 
any terms ; and we continued to visit each other 
as usual, though she still persisted in her en- 
deavours to rival me in his affection, and con- 
tracted an intimacy with his companion, who 
seemed to entertain a passion for her, that she 
might have the more frequent opportunities of 
being among us ; for she had no objection 
against favouring the addresses of both. One 
evening, I remember, we set out in my coach 
for the opera ; and in the way, this innamorata 
was so busy with her feet, that I was incensed 
at her behaviour, and when we arrived at the 
place refused to alight ; but, setting them down, 
declared my intention of returning home imme- 
diately. She was so much pleased with this 
intimation, that she could not conceal the joy 
she felt at the thoughts of conversing with him, 
uninterrupted by my presence, an opportunity 
with which I had never favoured her before. 
This open exultation increased my anger and 
anxiety. I went home 5 but being still tortured 
with the reflection of having left them together, 
adjusted myself in the glass, though I was too 
angry to take notice of my own figure, and 
without farther delay returned to the opera. 

'* Having inquired for the box in which they 
sat, I took possession of one that fronted them, 
and reconnoitring them without being perceived, 
had the satisfaction of seeing him removed to as 
great a distance 'from her as the place would 
permit, and his head turned another way. Com- 
posed by this examination, I joined them without 
farther scruple, when my young gentleman ex- 
pressed great joy at my appearance, and told 
me he was determined to have left the entertain- 
ment, and come in quest of me, had not I 
returned at that instant. 

**In our way homewards, my rival repeated 
her usual hints, and with her large hoop almost 
overshadowed my lover from my view ; upon 
which my jealousy and wrath recurred with such 
violence, that I pulled the string, as a signal for 
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the coachman to stop, with a view of getting 
out, and going home on foot ; a step which 
would have afforded a new spectacle to the 
people of Paris. But I reflected in a moment 
upon the folly of such a resolution, and soon 
recollected myself, by calling my pride to my 
assistance. I determined, however, that she 
should act no more scenes of this kind in my 
presence, and that same night insisted upon my 
lover's dropping all intercourse and connection 
with this tormentor. He very cheerfiilly com- 
plied with my desire, and was even glad of an 
occasion to break off his acquaintance with a 
person about whom I had plagued him so 
much. 

"Thus was I freed from the persecution of 
one of those creatures, who, though of little 
consequence in themselves, are yet the pests of 
society, and find means to destroy that harmony 
which reigns between two lovers, by the intrusion 
of a loose appetite, void of all sensibility and 
discretion ; having no feeling themselves, they 
cannot sympathize with that of other people; 
and do mischief out of mere wantonness. 

** My lover, being obliged to go to England, 
had settled me in a genteel house in Paris, with 
a view of returning when his affairs should be 
adjusted; but when the time of his departure 
approached, he began to be uneasy at the pros- 
pect of separation, and, in order to alleviate his 
anxiety, desired me to accompany him to Calais, 
where we stayed together three or four days, 
during which the dread of parting became more 
and more intense ; so that we determined upon 
my following him into England by the first 
opportunity, where I should live altogether 
incog, that I might be concealed from the 
inquiries and attempts of my lord. Even afler 
this resolution was fixed, we parted with all the 
agonies of lovers who despair of ever meeting 
again ; and the wind blowing very higii after he 
had embarked, increased my fears. But by the 
return of the packet-boat, I was blessed with 
the report of his being safe arrived in England, 
and had the satisfaction of perusing his letters 
by every post. 

** My admirer being thus detached from me, 
my thoughts were entirely employed in concert- 
ing some private method of conveying myself to 
him. As I would not trust myself in the common 
packet, for fear of being discovered, after having 
revolved divers schemes, I determined to trans- 
port myself in one of the Dutch fishing-boats, 
though I knew the passage would be hazardous ; 
but, in a case of such interesting concern, I 
overlooked all danger and inconvenience. Before 
I put this resolution in practice, I was so for- 
tunate as to hear of a small English vessel that 
arrived at Calais with a prisoner of war, in which 
I embarked, with my companion and another 
lady, who lived with me for some time after- 
wards ; and when we came on board, discovered 
that the ship was no other than a light collier, 
and that her whole company amounted to no 
more than three men. Nevertheless, though the 
sea was so rough, and the weather so unpromising, 
that no other boat would venture to put to sea, 



we set sail, and between two storm«, in about 
three hours arrived in safety in Dover. 

" FYom hence my first companion went to her 
friends in the stage-coach, while the other lady 
and I hired an open post-chaise, though it 
snowed very hard, and without any accident 
performed our journey to London, where I met 
with my lover, who flew to my arms in all the 
transports of impatient joy; and, doubtless, I 
deserved his affection, for the hardships, perils, 
and difficulties I had undergone to be with him ; 
for I never scrupled to undertake anything 
practicable, in order to demonstrate the sincerity 
of what I professed. In consequence of our 
plan, I assumed a fictitious name, and never 
appeared in public, being fully satisfied and 
happy in the company and conversation of the 
man I loved ; and when he went into the country, 
contented myself with his correspondence, which 
he punctually maintained, in a series of letters 
equally sensible, sincere, and affectionate. 

** Upon his return to town for the remainder of 
the season, he devoted the greatest part of his 
time to our mutual enjoyment ; left me with 
reluctance, when he was called away by indis- 
pensable business, and the civility which was 
due to his acquaintance ; and very seldom went 
to any place of public entertainment, because I 
could not accompany and share with him in tlie 
diversion ; nay, so much did I engross his atten- 
tion, that one evening, after he had been teased 
into an agreement of meeting some friends at a 
play, he went thither precisely at the appointed 
hour, and as they did not arrive punctually at 
the very minute, he returned to me immediately, 
as much rejoiced at his escape as if he had met 
with some signal deliverance. Nor was his 
constancy inferior to the aixiour of his love ; we 
went once together to a ball in the Haymarket, 
where, in the midst of a thousand fine women, 
whose charms were enhanced by the peculiarity 
of the dresses they wore, he remained unshaken, 
unseduced, preserving his attachment for me, in 
spite of all temptation. 

** In the summer he provided me with a house 
in the neighbourhood of his own ; but the 
accommodations being bad, and that country 
affording no other place fit for my residence, he 
brought me home to his own seat, and by that 
step raised a universal clamour, though 1 saw no 
company, and led such a solitary life, that no- 
thing but excessive love could have supported 
my spirits ; not but that he gave me as much of 
his time as he could possibly spare from the 
necessary duties of paying and receiving visits, 
together with the avocations of hunting, and 
other country amusements, which I could not 
partake. Formerly, indeed, I used to hunt and 
shoot, but I had left off both; so that I was 
now reduced to the alternative of reading, and 
walking by myself: but love made up for all 
deficiencies to me, who think nothing else worth 
the living for. Had I been blessed with a 
partner for life, who could have loved sincerely, 
and inspired me with a mutual flame^ I would 
have asked no more of fate. Interest and ambi- 
tion- have no share in my composition; love, 
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vhich is pleasure, or pleasure, which is love, 
nakes up the whole. A heart so disposed can- 
lot l^e devoid of other good qualities ; it must 
:>e subject to the impressions of humanity and 
jenevolence, and enemy to nothing but itself. 
rhis you will {jive me leave to affirm, in justice 
to myself ; as I have frankly owned my failings 
!ind misconduct. 

** Towards the end of summer my heart was a 
[ittle alarmed by a report that prevailed of my 
lover's being actually engaged in a treaty of 
marriage ; however, I gave little credit to this 
rumour till I was obliged to go to town about 
business, and there I heard the same information 
confidently affirmed. Though I still considered 
it as a vague surmise, I wrote to him an account 
of Avhat 1 had heard ; and in his answer, which 
is still in my possession, he assured me, with 
repeated vows and j^rotestations, that the report 
was altogether false. Satisfied with this declara- 
tion, I returned to his house ; and, though the 
tale was incessantly thundered in my ears, still 
believed it void of all foundation, till my sus- 
picion was awakened by a very inconsiderable 
circumstance. 

• * One day, on his return from hunting, I 
perceived he had a very fine pair of Dresden 
ruffles on his shirt, which I could not suppose he 
would wear at such a rustic exercise ; and there- 
fore my fears immediately took the alaim. When 
I questioned him about this particular of his 
dress, his colour changed ; and though he at- 
tempted to elude my suspicion, by imputing it to 
a mistake of his servant, I could not rest satisfied 
with this account of the matter, but inquired 
with such eagerness and penetration, that he 
could not deny he had been to make a visit. 
By degrees, I even extorted from him a confes- 
sion, that he had engaged himself further than 
he ought to have proceeded without making me 
acquainted with his design, though he endeav- 
oured to excuse his conduct, and pacify my 
displeasure, by saying, that the affair would not 
be brought to bear for a great while, and perhaps 
might never come to a determination ; but he 
was in great confusion, and indeed hardly knew 
what he said. 

•• I would have quitted his house that moment, 
had not he, beforehand, obtained a promise that 
I would take no rash resolution of that kind, and 
put it out of my power to procure any method of 
conveyance by which I could make my retreat. 
I gave no vent to reproaches, and only upbraided 
him with his having permitted me to return in 
ignorance to the country, after I was once fairly 
gone ; upon which he swore that he could not 
bear the thoughts of parting with me; This de- 
claration was a mystery at that time ; but I have 
been since so fully satisfied of his reasons for his 
conduct, that I heartily acquit him of all injus- 
tice to me. And, indeed, it is my sincere opinion, 
that if ever young man deserved to be happy, he 
is certainly entitled to that privilege, and, if I may 
be allow^ to judge, has a heart susceptible of 
the most refined enjoyment. 
I ** The violence of the grief and consternation, 
which I suffered from this stroke, having a little 



subsided, I- deliberated with myself about the 
measures I should take, and determined to leave - 
his house some day when he should be abroad, 
I was encouraged in this resolution by the advice 
of our Scottish friend, who came about this time 
from London on a visit to his fellow-traveller : 
we thought such an abrupt departure would be 
less shocking than to stay and take a formal leave 
of my lover, whose heart was of such a delicate 
frame, that after I told him I should one day 
withdraw myself in his absence, he never came- 
home from the chase or any other vocation, 
without trembling with apprehension that I had 
escaped.' 

"After he had been some time accustomed to 
these fears by my previous intimation, I at length 
decamped in good earnest, though my heart 
ached upon the occasion, because I left him lov- 
ing and beloved ; for his affection was evident, 
notwithstanding the step he had taken, by the 
advice and importunity of all his relations, who 
laid a disagreeable restraint upon his inclin- 
ations, while they consulted his interest in every 
other particular. 

** While I halted in the next great town, until 
I could be supplied with fresh horses, I was 
visited by a gentleman who had been formerly 
intimate with my lover ; but a breach had hap- 
pened in their friendship, and he now came to 
complain of the treatment he had received. 
Perceiving that I was not in a humour to listen 
to his story, he shifted the conversation to my 
own, and observed, that I had been extremely 
ill-used. I told him that I was of a different 
opinion ; that it was not only just, but expedient,. 

that a young man of Mr. *s fortune should: 

think of making some alliance to strengthen and' 
support the interest of his family ; and that I had' 
nothing to accuse him of but his letting me re- 
main so long in ignorance of his intention. He 
then gave me to understand that I was still ignor- 
ant of a great part of the ill-usage I had received;: 
affirming, that while I lived in his house, he had 
amused himself with all the common women in- 
that town, to some of whom this gentleman had 
personally introduced him. 

** At first, I could not believe this imputation ; 
but he supported his assertions with so many 
convincing circumstances, that I could no longer 
doubt the tnith of them ; and I felt so much 
resentment, that my love vanished immediately 
into air. Instead of proceeding in my journey to 
London, I went back a considerable way, and 
sent a message, desiring to see him in a little 
house, about midway between his own habitation 
and the town from whence I came. He obeyed 
my summons, and appeared at the place ap- 
pointed, where I reproached him with great 
bitterness. He pleaded guilty to the charge, so 
far as acknowledging that he had corresponded 
with other women lately, in order to get the bet- 
ter of his affection for me ; but the experiment 
had failed, and he found that he should be for 
ever miserable. 

" I did not look upon this candid confession 
as a sufficient atonement for his past dissimu- 
lation, and, in the sharpness of my revenge, 
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<lemanded a settlement, wliicli he peremptorily 
refused ; so that for the present we held each 
other in the utmost contempt. Indeed, I after- 
ivards despised myself for my condescension, 
which was owing to the advice of my companion, 
supported and inflamed by the spirit of resent- 
jnent. Nevertheless, he begged that I would 
jetuni to his house, or stay all night where I was; 
but I was deaf to his entreaties, and, after a great 
deal of ironical civility on my side, I took my 
leave, and went away ; yet, before I set out, I 
looked back, and saw him on horseback, with 
such an air of simplicity and truth, as called up 
a profound sigh, notwithstanding all that had 
passed in our conversation. 

** Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgingis 
in Leicester-fields, and answered a letter which 
I had some months before received from my lord, 
telling him that I would go home to him, with- 
out stipulating for any teims, to try what effect 
my confidence would have upon his generosity. 
He readily embraced the offer, and took a house 
in St. James's-street, where I proposed to comply 
with his humour in everything that was consist- 
-ent with my own peace and tranquillity. 

" Meanwhile, my lover passed his time very 
"disagreeably in the country with his friend, of 
whom, it seems, he had conceived some jealousy, 
which was increased by a letter I wrote to that 
gentleman, till he was made acquainted with the 
contents, which he read over forty times ; and 
then, his passion breaking out with more violence 
than ever, he not only expressed his feeling in an 
■epistle, which I immediately received, but, when 
he came to town, suffered such agonies of despair 

as I had never seen before, except in Lord B . 

It was then in my power to have taken ample 
revenge upon him, as well as upon my insolent 
rival, who had insisted upon my leaving his house 
in a very abrupt manner, though he absolutely 
refused to gratify her malice ; for he was now 
disposed to do anything for my satisfaction ; but 
I knew his worth, and had too much regard for 
his reputation to advise him to act inconsistent 
with his honour. 

** About this time, many tender meetings and 
sorrowful partings happened between lis, till the 
marriage-knot was tied, when he sent me a bank- 
note for a thousand pounds, by way of specimen, 
as he called it,, of his friendship, and of what 
he would do for me, should I ever want his 
assistance. This mark of his generosity I re- 
ceived in a most tender billet, which I shall 
never part with, together with his picture set in 
diamonds. 

**I now employed my thoughts in keeping 
measures with my lord : we lay in the same 
apartment, and for the first four or five months 
I neither dined nor supped abroad above twice, 
and then he knew where I was, and approved of 
my company. But all this complacency and cir- 
cumspection had no effect upon his temper, which 
remained as capricious and dissatisfied as ever. 
Nay, to such a provoking degree did this unhappy 
humour prevail, that one day, in the presence of 
his lawyer, he harangued upon my misconduct 
since our last re-union ; and very freely affirmed, 



that every step I had taken was •diametrically 
opposite to his will. 

** Conscious of the pains I had been at to please 
him, I was so incensed at these unjust invectives, 
that, starting up, I told him he was a little dirty 
fellow ; and would have left the house imme- 
diately, had not his lawyer, and others, who 
were in the next room, interposed, and by dint 
of argument and importunity diverted me from 
my purpose. By the bye, I liave been informed 
by a person of rank, that my lord discovered 
exactly the same disposition in his father's life- 
time, and only clianges the subject of his com- 
plaint from the word father to that of wife. In- 
deed he takes all opportunities of plaguing my 
dear parent, as he has just sagacity enough to 
know that this is the most effectual way he can 
take to distress me. 

" After repeated trials, I have given up all 
hopes of making him happy, or of finding myself 
easy in my situation ; and live with him at pre- 
sent to avoid a greater inconvenience. Not that 
his ill- nature is all the grievance of which I com- 
plain : exclusive of the personal disgust I entertain 
for him, his folly is of that species which dis- 
obliges rather than diverts, and his vanity and 
affectation are altogether intolerable ; for he actu- 
ally believes himself, or at least would impose 
himself upon mankind, as a pattern in gallantry 
and taste, and, in point of business, a person of 
infinite sagacity and penetration : but the most 
ridiculous part of his character is his pretended 
talent for politics, in which he so deeply concerns 
himself, that he has dismissed many a good 
servant, because he suspected him of having 
wrong connections ; a theme upon which he has 
often quarrelled with me, even almost to parting, 
accusing me v/ith holding correspondence with 

the earls of B and C , and Mr. H. 

V ; though I never had the least acquaint- 
ance with any of these gentlemen, except the earl 

of C , to whom I have not spoken for these 

ten years past. 

** In short, I have often been at a loss to know 
whether he was more mad or malicious in those 
fits of enthusiasm, wherein he seemed transported 
with zeal for the commonwealth, and tormented 
me with his admoniwions out of all temper and 
patience. At length, however, I contrived an 
expedient which freed me from these troublesome 
expostulations, and silenced him effectually on 
the score of politics : — this was no other than 
an open avowal of being connected with sjl those 
people whom I have named. Indeed, I knew 
him too well to believe there was anything solid 
in his intention or professions, even when he 
carried himself so far as to demand a private 

audience of the k , in order to communicate 

a scheme for suppressing the rebellion ; and that 
being denied, soUcited the duke of D 's inter- 
est, for permission to raise and head a regiment 
of Kentish smugglers : nay, to such a pitch did 
his loyalty soar, that he purchased a firelock of I 
particular mechanism, calculated for the safety | 
of the bearer in case he had been placed sentinel 
at Ills Majesty's door ; and kept his horses ready 
caparisoned, with a view of attending his sove- 
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reign to the field. Notwithstanding all these 
pompous preparations, had he been put to the 
proof, he would have infallibly crept out of his 
engagements through some sneaking evasion, his 
imagination being very fertile in such saving 
pretences. Yet he will talk sometimes so fer- 
vently, and even sensibly, on the subject, that a 
stranger would mistake him for a man of under- 
standing, and determined zeal for the good of 
his country. 

** Since my last return to his house, that act 
of parliament passed, by which he was enabled 
to pay his debts, and, among the rest, a thousand 
pounds of my contracting;— the only burden of 
that kind I ever entailed upon him, exclusive of 
my pin-money, which was never regularly paid ; 
nor would he have been subject to this, had he 
not, by his persecution and pursuit, exposed me 
to an extraordinary expense. I have also had it 
in my power to reward some of my faithful Abi- 
gails ; in particular, to relieve from extreme dis- 
tress that maid, to whom, as I have already 

observed. Lord- B granted an annuity, which 

she had sold : so that she was reduced to the 
most abject poverty ; and I found her in a dismal 
hole, with two infants, perishing for want; a 
spectacle which drew tears from my eyes, and 
indeed could not but make deep impression upon 
a heart like mine, which the misery of my fellow- 
creatures never failed to melt. 

''Nor did I upon this occasion forget the at- 
tachment and fidelity of my other woman, Mrs. 

S ^ who, hearing I was robbed in my passage 

through Flanders, had generously relinquished 
the allowance I had settled upon her at parting. 
The exercise of such acts of humanity and bene- 
volence, and the pleasure of seeing my dear and 
tender parent oflen, in some measure alleviate 
the chagrin to which I am subject from the dis- 
agreeable disposition of my lord, who, consistent 
with his former inconsistency, upon our last recon- 
ciliation, cheerfully agreed to a proposal I made 
of having concerts in the house, and even approved 
of the scheme with marks of particular satisfac- 
tion : but before one half of the winter was 
expired, he found means to banish all the company, 

beginning with Lord R. B ^ who, as he walked 

up-stairs one evening, was stopped by a footman, 
who plainly told him he had orders to say to him 
in particular, that his lordship was not at home ; 
yet the very next day, perceiving that nobleman 
and me walking together in the park, he joined 
us with an air of alacrity, as if no such thing had 

happened, and even behaved to Lord R with 

the most fawning complaisance. His deportment 
was equally absurd and impertinent to the rest of 
his friends, who forsook us gradually, being tired 
of maintaining any friendly communication with 
such a disagreeable composition of ignorance and 
arrogance. For my own part, I look upon him 
as utterly incorrigible ; and as fate hath subjected 
me to his power, endeavour to make tlie bitter 
draught £0 down, by detaching myself as much 
as possible from the supposition that there is any 
such existence upon earth. Indeed, if I had not 
fatal experience of the contrary, I should be apt 
to believe that such a character is not to be found 



among the sons of men ; because his conduct is 
altogether unaccountable by the known rules and 
maxims of life, and falls entirely under the poet's 
observation, when he says, 

** ' Tis true no meaning puzzles more than wit.' *' 

Her ladyship having thus concluded her story, 
to the entertamment of the company, and the 
admiration of Peregrine, who expressed his as-> 
tonisliment at the variety of adventures she had 
undergone, which was such as he thought suf- 
ficient to destroy the most hardy and robust 
constitution, and therefore infinitely more than 
enough to overvv'helm one of her delicate frame ; 
— one of the gentlemen present roundly taxed 
her with want of candour, in suppressing some 
circumstances of her life, which he thought 
essential in the consideration of her character. 

She reddened at this peremptory charge, which 
had an evident effect upon the countenances of 
the whole audience, when the accuser proceeded 
to explain his imputation, by obsei-ving, that, in 
the course of her narration, she had omitted to 
mention a thousand acts of uncommon charity, of 
which he himself knew her to be guilty ; and 
that she had concealed a great many advantage- 
ous proposals of marriage, which she might have 
accepted before she was engaged. 

The company were agreeably undeceived by 
this explanation ; which her ladyship acknow* 
ledged, in very polite terms, as a compliment 
equally genteel and unexpected ; and our hero, 
after having testified the sense he had of her 
complaisance and condescension, in regaling him 
with a mark of her confidence and esteem, took 
his leave, and went home in a state of confusion 
and perplexity : for, from the circumstances of 
the tale he had heard, he plainly perceived, that 
her ladyship's heart was too delicate to receive 
such incense, as he, in the capacity of an admirer, 
could at present pay ; because, though he had in 
some measure abridged the empire of Emilia in 
his own breast, it was not in his power to restrain 
it so effectually, but that it would interfere with 
any other sovereign whom his thoughts should 

adopt ; and, unless Lady could engross his 

whole love, time, and attention, he foresaw that 
it would be impossible for him to support the 
passion which he might have the good fortune to 
inspire. He was, moreover, deterred from de-» 
daring his love, by the fate of her former ad» 
mirers, who seemed to have been wound up to a 
degree of enthusiasm, that looked more like the 
effect of enchantment, than the inspiration of 
human attractions ; an ecstasy of passion which 
he durst not venture to undergo ; he therefore 
resolved to combat with the impressions he had 
already received, and, if possible, cultivate her 
friendship without soliciting her affection ; but, 
before he could fix upon this determination, he 
desired to know the footing on which he stood 
in her opinion ; and by the intelligence of Crab- 
tree, obtained in the usual manner, understood 
that her sentiments of him were very favourable, 
though without the least tincture of love. He 
would have been transported with joy had her 
thoughts of him been of a more tender texture, 

P 
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though his reason was better pleased with the 
information he received ; in consequence of 
which he mustered up the ideas of his first pas- 
sion, and set them in opposition to those of this 
new and dangerous attachment ; by which means 
he kept the balance in e(jtiilibrio^ and his bosom 
tolerably quiet. 



CHAPTER LXXXII. 

He persuades Cadwallader to assume the Character of a 
Alagician, in which he acquires a great share of Reput- 
ation, bv his Responses to three Females of distinc- 
tion, wfio severally consult the llesearches of his 
Art. 

His heart being thus, as it were, suspended be- 
tween two objects that lessened the force of each 
other's attraction, he took this opportunity of 
enjoying some respite, and for the present de- 
tached his sentiments from both; resolving to 
indulge himself in the exercise of that practical 
satire, which \yas so agreeable and peculiar to 
liis disposition. In this laudable determination 
he was confirmed by the repeated suggestions of 
his friend Cadwallader, who taxed him with 
letting his talents rust in indolence, and stimu- 
lated his natural vivacity witli a succession of 
•fresh discoveries in the world of scandal. 

Peregrine was now seized witli a strange 
iWhim, and, when he communicated the conceit 
"to Cadwallader, it in a moment acquired his 
approbation. This notion he imparted in a pro- 
'posal to subject vhe town to their ridicule, by 
giving responses in the character of a professed 
■conjurer, to be personated by the old misan- 
-thrope, whose aspect was extremely well calcu- 
'lated for the purpose. Tlie plan was immedi- 
ately adjusted in all its parts ; an apartment 
hired in a house accommodated with a public 
-stair, so that people might have free ingress and 
•egress, without being exposed to observation ; 
and this tenement being furnished with the 
-apparatus of a magician, such as globes, tele- 
•scopes, a magic lantern, a skeleton, a dried 
monkey, together with the skins of an alligator, 
otter, and snake, the conjurer himself took pos- 
*session of his castle, after having distributed 
•printed advertisements, containing the particulars 
•of his undertakinqr. 

These bills soon operated according to the 
wish of the projectors. As the price of the 
oracle was fixed at half a guinea, the public 
naturally concluded that the author was no 
common fortune-teller ; and the very next day. 
Peregrine found some ladies of his quality ac- 
■<iuaintance infected with the desire of making an 
experiment upon the skill of this new conjurer, 
•who pretended to be just arrived from the 
Mogul's empire, where he had learned the art 
•from a Brachman philosopher. Our young 
gentleman affected to talk of the pretensions of 
this sage with ridicule and contempt, and with 
seeming reluctance undertook to attend them to 
-his apartment, observing that it would be a very 
J. easy matter to detect the fellow's ignorance, and' 



no more than common justice to chastise him for 
his presumption. Though he could easily per- 
ceive a great fund of credulity in the company, 
they affected to espouse his opinion, and, under 
the notion of a frolic, agreed that one particular 
lady should endeavour to baffle his art, by ap- 
pearing before him in the dress of her woman, 
who should at the same lime personate her mis- 
tress, and be treated as such by our adventurer, 
who promised to squire them to tjie place. These 
measures being concerted, and the appointment 
fixed for the next audience-day, Per^rine fur- 
nished his friend with the necessary information ; 
and when the hour of assignation arrived, con- 
ducted his charge to this oraculous seer. 

They were admitted by our hero's valet-de- 
chambre, whose visage, being naturally meagre 
and swarthy, was adorned with artificial whiskers; 
so that he became the Persian dress which he 
wore, and seemed a veiy proper master of the 
ceremonies to an oriental necromancer. Having 
crossed his aims upon his breast, with an inclina- 
tion of the head, he stalked in solemn silence 
before them into the penetralia of the temple, 
where they found the conjurer sitting at a table, 
provided with pen, ink, and paper, divers books 
and mathematical instruments, and a long white 
wand, lying across the whole. He was habited 
in a black gown and fur cap ; his countenance, 
over and above a double proportion of philo- 
sophic gravity, which he had assumed for the 
occasion, was improved by a thick beard, white 
as snow, that reached to his middle ; and ujwn 
each shoulder sat a prodigious large black cat, 
which had been tutored for the purpose. 

Such a figure, which would have startled 
Peregrine himself, had not he been concerned in 
the mystery, could not fail to make an impression 
upon those whom he accompanied. The ficti- 
tious chambermaid, in spite of all her natural 
pertness and vivacity, changed colour when she 
entered the- room ; while the pretended lady, 
whose intellects were not quite so enlightened, 
began to tremble in every joint, and ejaculate 
petitions to Heaven for her safety. Their con- 
ductor, advancing to the table, presented his 
offering, and, pointing to the maid, told him, 
that lady desired to know what would be her 
destiny in point of marriage. The philosopher, 
without lifting up his eyes to view the person in 
whose behalf he Was consulted, turned his ear to 
one of the sable familiars that purred upon his 
shoulder, and, taking up the pen, wrote upon 
a detached slip of paper these words, which 
Peregrine, at the desire of the ladies, repeated 
aloud: "Her destiny will, in a great measure, 
depend upon what happened to her about nine 
o'clock in the morning, on the third day of last 
December. " 

This sentence was no sooner pronounced, than 
the counterfeit lady screamed, and ran out into 
the antecliamber, exclaiming, *^Lord liave mercy 
upon us ! Sure he is the devil incarnate ! " Her 
mistress, who followed her with great consterna- 
tion, insisted upon knowing the transaction to 
which the response alluded ; and Mrs. Abigail, 
after some recollection, gave her to understand 
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that she had an admirer, who, on that very hour 
r.nd day mentioned by th^ cunning man, had 
addressed himself to her in a serious proposal of 
marriage. This explanation, however, was more 
ingenious than candiil ; for the admirer was no 
other than the identical Mr, Pickle himself, who 
Avas a mere dragon among the chambermaids, 
and in his previous information communicated 
to his associate, had given an account of this 
assignation, with which he had been favoured 
by the damsel in question. 

Our hero, seeing his company very much 
affected with this circumstance ot the wizard's 
art, which had almost frightened both mistress 
and maid into hysteric fits, pretended to laugh 
them out of their fears, by observing, that there 
was nothing extraordinary in this instance of his 
knowledge, which might have been acquired by 
some of those secret emissaries whom such 
impostors are obliged to employ for intelligence, 
or imparted by the lover himself, who had, per- 
haps, come to consult him about the success of 
his amour. Encouraged by this observation, or 
rather prompted by an insatiable curiosity, which 
was proof against all sorts of apprehension, the 
disguised lady returned to the magician's own 
apartment, and assuming the air of a pert 
chambermaid, **Mr. Conjurer," said she, **now 
you have satisfied my mistress, will you be so 
good as to tell me if ever I shall be married ? " 
The sage, without the least hesitation, favoured 
her with an answer in the following words : 
** You cannot be married before you are a 
widow ; and whether or not that will ever be 
the case, is a question which my art cannot 
resolve, because my foreknowledge exceeds not 
the term of thirty yeare.** 

I This reply, which at once cut her off from the 
pleasing prospect of seeing herself independent 
in the enjoyment of youth and fortune, in a mo- 
ment clouded her aspect ; all her good humour 
was overcast, and she went away without further 
inquiry, muttering, in the rancour of her chagrin, 
that he was a silly, impertinent fellow, and a 
mere quack in his profession. Notwithstanding 
the prejudice of this resentment, her conviction 
soon recurred ; and when the report of his 
answers was made to those confederates by 
whom she had been deputed to make trial of 
his skill, they were universally persuaded that 
his art >vas altogether supernatural, though each 
affected to treat it with contempt, resolving, in 
her own breast, to liave recourse to him in 
private. 

In the mean time, the maid, though laid under 
the most peremptory injunctions of secrecy, was 
so full of the circumstance which related to her 
own conduct, that she extolled his prescience, in 
whispers, to all her acquaintance, assuring them 
that he had told her all the particulars of her 
life ; so that his fame was almost instantaneously 
conveyed, through a tho.usand different channels, 
to all parts of the town ; and the very next time 
he assumed the chair, his doors were besieged by 
curious people, of all sects and denominations. 

Being an old practitioner in this art, Cadwal- 
lader knew it would be impossible for him to 



support his reputation in the promiscuous exer- 
cise of fortune-telling, because every person that 
should come to consult him would expect a 
sample of his skill relating to things past ; and it 
could not be supposed that he was acquainted 
with the private concerns of every individual who 
might apply to him for that purpose : he there- 
fore ordered his minister, whom he distinguished 
by the name of Hadgi Rourk, to signify to all 
those who demanded entrance, that his price was 
half a guinea ; and that all such as were not 
disposed to gratify liim with that consideration, 
would do well to leave the passage free for the 
rest. 

This declaration succeeded to his wish ; for 
this congregation consisted chiefly of footmen, 
chambermaids, apprentices, and the lower class 
of tradesmen, who could not afford to purchase 
prescience at such a price ; so that, after fruitless 
offers of shillings and half-crowns, they dropped 
off one by one, and left the field open for cus- 
tomer of a higher rank. 

The first person of this species who appeared, 
was dressed like the wife of a substantial trades- 
man ; but this disguise could not screen her from 
the penetration of the conjurer, who, at first 
sight, knew her to be one of the ladies of whose 
coming he had been apprised by Peregrine, on 
the supposition that their curiosity was rather 
inflamed than allayed by the intelligence they 
had received from his first client. This lady 
approached the philosopher with that intrepidity 
of countenance so conspicuous in matrons of her 
dignified sphere, and in a soft voice asked, with 
a simper, of what complexion her next child 
would be? The necromancer, who was per- 
fectly well acquainted with her private history, 
forthwith delivered his response in the following 
question, written in the usual form, **How long 
has Pompey the black been dismissed from your 
ladyship's service ? " 

Endued as she was with a great share of that 
fortitude which is distinguished by the appella- 
tion of effrontery, her face exhibited some signs 
of shame and confusion at the receipt of this 
oracular interrogation, by which she. was con- 
vinced of his extraordinary intelligence ; and, 
accosting him in a veiy serious tone, " Doctor," 
said she, ** I perceive you are a person of great 
abilities in the art you profess; and, therefore, 
without pretending to dissemble, I will own you 
have touched the true string of my apprehensions. 
I am persuaded I need not be more particular in 
my inquiries. Here is a purse of money ; take 
it, and deliver me from a most alarming and 
uneasy suspense." So saying, she deposited her 
offering upon the table, and waited for his answer 
with a face of fearful expectation, while he was 
employed in writing this sentence for her perusal : 
" Though I see into the womb of time, the pros- 
pect is not perfectly distinct : the seeds of future 
events lie mingled and confused ; so that I am 
under the necessity of assisting my divination, in 
some cases, by analogy and human intelligence ; 
and cannot possibly satisfy your present doubts, 
unless yoii will condescend to make me privy to 
all those occurrences which you think might 
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have interfered with the cause of your apprehen- 



sion. 



The lady, having read the declaration, affected 
a small emotion of shyness and repugnance, and, 
seating herself upon a settee, after having cau- 
tiously informed herself of the privacy of the 
apartment, gave such a detail of the succession 
of her lovers, as amazed while it entertained the 
necromancer, as well as his friend Pickle, who, 
from a closet, in which he had concealed himself, 
overheard every syllable of her confession. Cad- 
wallader listened to her story with a look of 
infinite importance and sagacity, and, af^er a 
short pause, told her, that he would not pretend 
to give a categorical answer, until he should 
have deliberated maturely upon the various cir- 
cumstances of the affair ; but if she would take 
the trouble of honouring him with another visit 
on his next public day, he hoped he should be 
able to give her full satisfaction. Conscious of 
the importance of her doubts, she could not help 
commending his caution, and took her leave, 
with a promise of returning at the appointed 
time : then the conjurer being joined by his 
associate, they gave a loose to their mirth, which 
having indulged, they began to concert measures 
for inflicting some disgraceful punishment on the 
shameless and insatiate termagant, who had so 
impudently avowed her own prostitution. 

They were interrupted, however, in their con- 
ference, by the arrival of a new guest, who being 
announced by Hadgi, our hero retreated to his 
lurking-place, and Cadwallader resumed his 
mysterious appearance. This new client, though 
she hid her face in a mask, could not conceal 
herself from the knowledge of the conjurer, who, 
by her voice, recognized her to be an unmarried 
lady of his own acquaintance. She had, within 
a small compass of time, made herself remarkable 
for two adventures, which had not at all suc- 
ceeded to her expectation : being very much 
addicted to play, she had, at a certain rout, in- 
dulged that passion to ^uch excess, as not only 
got the better of her justice, but also of her cir- 
cumspection ; so that she "was unfortunately 
detected in her endeavours ' to appropriate to 
herself what was not lawfully her due. This 
small slip was attended with another indiscretion, 
which had likewise an unlucky effect upon her 
reputation. She had been favoured with the 
addresses of one of those hopeful heirs who swarm 
and swagger about town, under the denomination 
of bucks ; and, in the confidence of his honour, 
consented to be one of a party that made an ex- 
cursion as far as Windsor, thinkings herself se- 
cured from scandal by the company of another 
young lady, who had also condescended to trust 
her person to the protection of her admirer. The 
two gallants, in the course of this expedition, 
were said to use the most perfidious means to 
intoxicate the passions of their mistresses, by 
mixing drugs with their wine, which inflamed 
their constitutions to such a degree, that they 
fell an easy sacrifice to the appetites of tlieir 
conductors, who, upon their return to town, 
were so base and inhuman as to boast among 
their companions of the exploit they had achieved. 



Thus the story was circulated, with a thousand 
additional circumstances, to the prejudice of the 
sufferers, one of whom had thought proper to 
withdraw into the country, until the scandal 
raised at her expense should subside ; while the 
other, who was not so easily put out of counten- 
ance, resolved to out&ce the report, as a treach- 
erous aspersion, invented by her lover as an 
excuse for his own inconstancy; and actually 
appeared in public, as usual, till she found her- 
self neglected by the greatest part of her ac- 
quaintance. 

In consequence of this disgrace, which slie 
knew not whether to impute to the card affair, 
or to the last fattx pas she had conuaitted, she 
now came to consult the conjurer, and signified 
her errand, by asking whether the cause of her 
present disquiet was of the toM'n or the country. 
Cadwallader, at once perceiving her allusion,' 
answered her question in these terms: "This 
honest world will forgive a young gamester for 
indiscretion at play, but a favour granted to a 
babbling coxcomb is an unpardonable offence.'*. 
This response she received with equal astonish- 
ment and chagrin ; and, fully convinced of the 
necromancer's omniscience, implored his advice 
touching the retrieval of her reputation : upon 
which he counselled her to wed with the first 
opportunity. She seemed so well pleased with 
his admonition, that she gratified him with a 
double fee, and, dropping a low curtsy, retired. 

Our undertakers now thought it high time lo 
silence the oracle for the day, and Hadgi was 
accordingly ordered to exclude all comers, while 
Peregrine and his friend renewed the delibera- 
tions which had been interrupted, and settled a 
plan of operations for the next occasion : mean- 
while it • was resolved that Hadgi should not 
only exercise his o\vn talents, but also employ 
inferior agents, in procuring general intelligence 
for the support of their scheme ; that the expense 
of this ministry should be defrayed from the 
profits of their professions, and the remainder 
be distributed to poor families in distress. 



CHAPTER LXXXni. 

Peregrine and his Friend Cadwallader proceed in the 
Exercise of the Mystery of Fortune-telling, in ihc 
course of which they achieve various Adventures. 

These preliminaries being adjusted, our hero 
forthwith repaired to a card assembly, which 
was freciuented by some of the most notable 
gossips in town, and, having artfully turned the 
conversation upon the subject of the fortune-teller, 
whose talents he pretended to ridicule, incensed 
their itch of knowing secrets to such a degree of 
impatience, that their curiosity became flagrant, 
and he took it for granted that all or some of 
them would visit Albumazar on his very first 
visiting-day. While Peregrine was thus engaged, 
his associate made his appearance in another 
convocation of fashionable people, where he soon 
had the pleasure of hearing the conjurer brought 
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upon the carpet by an elderly -gentlewoman, 
remarkable for her inquisitive disposition, who, 
addressing herself to Cadwallader, asked, by the 
help of the finger-alphabet, if he knew anything 
of the magician that made such a noise in town. 
The misanthrope answered, as usual, in a surly 
tone, "By your question you must either take 
me for a pimp or an idiot What, in the name 
of nonsense, should I know of such a rascal, 
unless I were to court his acquaintance'with a 
view to feast my own spleen, in seeing him fool 
the whole nation out of their money ? though, I 
suppose, his chief profits arise from his practice, 
in quality of pander. All fortune-tellers are 
b — — ds, and for that reason are so much followed 
by people of fashion. This fellow, I warrant, 
has got sundry convenient apartments for the 
benefit of procreation ; for it is not to be sup- 
posed, that those who visit him on the pretence 
of consulting his supernatural art, can be such 
fools, such drivellers, as to believe that he can 
actually prognosticate future events." 

The company, according to his expectation, 
imputed his remarks to the rancour of his dispo- 
sition, which could not bear to think that any 
person upon earth was wiser than himself ; and 
his ears were regaled with a thousand instances 
of the conjurer's wonderful prescience, for which 
he was altogether indebted to fiction. Some 
of these specimens being communicated to him, 
by way of appeal to his opinion, **They are," 
said he, "mere phantoms of ignorance and 
credulity, swelled up in the repetition, like those 
unsubstantial bubbles which the boys blow up in 
soap-suds with a tobacco-pipe. And this will 
ever be the case in the propagation of all extra- 
ordinary intelligence : the imagination naturally 
magnifies every object that falls under its cogni- 
zance, especially those that concern the passions 
of fear and admiration ; and when the occurrence 
comes to be rehearsed, the vanity of the relater 
exfiggerates every circumstance, in order to 
enhance the importance of the communication. 
Thus an incident, wliich is but barely uncommon, 
often gains such accession in its progress through 
the fancies and mouths of those who represent it, 
that the original fact cannot possibly be dis- 
tinguished. This observation might be proved 
and illustrated by a thousand undeniable ex- 
amples, out of which I shall only select one 
instance, for the entertainment and edification 
of the company. A very honest gentleman, 
remarkable for the gravity of his deportment, 
was one day, in a certain coffee-house, accosted 
by one of his particular friends, who, taking him 
by the hand, expressed uncommon satisfaction 
in seeing him abroad, and in good health, after 
the dangerous and portentous malady he had 
undergone. Surprised at this salutation, the 
gentleman replied, it was true he had been a 
little out of ^order over-night, but there was 
nothing at all extraordinary in his indisposition. 
* Jesu ! not extraordinary,* cried the other, *when 
you vomited three black crows ? ' This strange 
exclamation the grave gentleman at first mistook 
for raillery, though his friend was no joker ; but 
perceiving in him all the marks of sincerity and 



astonishment, he suddenly changed his opinion, 
and, after a short reverie, taking him aside, 
expressed himself in these words : ' Sir, it is not 
unknown to you, tliat I am at present engaged 
in a treaty of marriage, which would have b«en 
settled long ago, had it not been retarded by the 
repeated machinations of a certain person who 
professed himself my rival. Now, I am fully 
persuaded that this affair of the three crows is a 
story of his invention, calculated to prejudice me 
in the opinion of the lady, who, to be sure, 
would not choose to marry a man who has a 
rookery in his bowels ; and therefore I must 
insist upon knowing your autlior of tli is scandalous 
report, that I may be able to vindicate my cha- 
racter from the malicious aspersion.' His friend, 
who thought the demand was very reasonable, 
told him, without hesitation, that he was made 
acquainted with the circumstance of his distemper 
by Mr. Such-a-one, their common acquaintance s 
upon which, the person who conceived himself 
injured went immediately in quest of his supposed 
defamer, and, having found him, * Pray, sir,' said 
he, with a peremptory tone, * who told you that I 
vomited three black crows?* — * Three ?* answered 
the gentleman, * I mentioned two only.* — * Zounds I 
sir,* cried the other, incensed at his indifference, 
* you will find the two too many, if you refuse to 
discover the villainous source of such calumny.' 
The gentleman, surprised at his heat, said he was 
sorry to find he had been the accidental instru- 
ment of giving him offence, but translated the 
blame, if any there was, from himself to a third 
person, to whose information he owed his know- 
ledge of the report. The plaintiff, according to 
the direction he received, repaired to the house 
of the accused ; and his indignation being m* 
flamed at finding the story had already circulated 
among his acquaintance, he told him, with evi- 
dent marks of displeasure, that he was come to 
pluck that same brace of crows which he said he 
had disgorged. The defendant, seeing him very 
much irritated, positively denied that he had 
mentioned a brace : * One indeed,* said he, ' I 
own I took notice of, upon the authority of your 
own physician, who gave me an account of it 
this morning.' — * By the Lord ! * cried the sufferer, 
in a rage, which he could no longer contain, * that 
rascal has been suborned by my rival to slander 
my character in this manner; but I'll be revenged, 
if there be either law or equity in England.* He 
had scarce pronounced these words, when the 
doctor happened to enter the room; when his 
exasperated patient, lifting up his cane, * Sirrah,* 
said he, * if I live, 1*11 make that black crow the 
blackest circumstance of thy whole life and con- 
versation.* The physician, confounded at this 
address, assured him that he was utterly ignorant 
of his meaning ; and, when the other gentleman 
explained it, absolutely denied the charge, affirm- 
ing he had said no more than that he had vomited 
a quantity of something as black as a crow. The 
landlord of the house acknowledged that he 
might have been mistaken ; and thus the whole 
mystery was explained.*' 

The company seemed to relish the story of the 
three bladk crows, which they considered as au 
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impromptu of Cadwallader*s own mvention ; 
but, granting it to be true, they unanimously 
declared that it could have no weight in invalid- 
ating the testimony of divers persons of honour, 
who had been witnesses of the magician's super- 
natural skill. On the next day of consultation, 
the necromancer being in the chair, and his 
friend behind the curtain, the outward door was 
scarce opened, when a female visitant flounced 
in, and discovered to the magician the features 
of one of those inquisitive ladies, whose curiosity, 
he knew, his confederate had aroused in the 
manner above described. She addressed herself 
to him with a familiar air, observing that she 
had heard much of his great knowledge, and 
was come to be a witness of his art, which she 
desired him to display, in declaring what he 
knew to be her ruling passion. 

Cadwallader, who was no stranger to her 
disposition, assumed the pen without hesitation, 
and furnished her with an answer, importing, 
that the love of money predominated, and scan- 
dal possessed the next place in her heart. Far 
from being offended at his freedom, she com- 
mended his frankness with a smile ; and, satisfied 
of his uncommon talents, expressed a desire of 
being better acquainted with his person : nay, 
she began to catechise him upon the private his- 
tory of divers great families, in which he happened 
to be well versed ; and he, in a mysterious man- 
ner, dropped such artful hints of his knowledge, 
that she was amazed at his capacity, and actually 
asked if his art was communicable. The conjurer 
replied in the affirmative; but, at the same time, 
gave her to understand, that it was attainable by 
those only who were pure and undefiled in point 
of chastity and honour ; or such as, by a long 
course of penitence, had weaned themselves from 
all attachments to the flesli. She not only dis- 
approved, but seemed to doubt the truth of this 
assertion ; telling him, with a look of disdain, 
that his art was not v/orth having, if one could 
not use it for the benefit of one's pleasure : she 
had even penetration enough to take notice of 
an inconsistency in what he had advanced ; and 
asked why he himself exercised his knowledge 
for hire, if he was so much detached from all 
worldly concerns. * * Come, come, doctor, " added 
she, ''you are in the right to be cautious against 
impertinent curiosity ; but, perliaps, I may make 
it worth your while to be communicative.'*' 

These overtures were interrupted by a rap at 
the door, signifying the approach of another 
client ; upon which the lady inquired for his 
private passage, through which she might retire, 
without the risk of being seen : when she under- 
stood he was deficient in that convenience, she 
ivithdrew into an empty room, adjoining to the 
audience-cliamber, in order to conceal herself 
from the observation of the new-comer. This 
was no other than the innamorata, who came by 
appointment to receive the solution of her doubts ; 
and the misanthrope, glad of an opportunity to 
expose her to the censure of such an indefatigable 
minister of fame, as the person, who, he knew, 
would listen from tlie next apartment, laid her 
under the necessity of refreshing his remembrance 



with a recapitulation of her former confcssion; 
which was almost finished, when she was alarmed 
by a noise at the door, occasioned by two gentle- 
men, who attempted to enter by force. 

Terrified at this uproar, which disconcerted 
the magician himself, she ran for shelter into the 
place which was pre-occupied by the other lady, 
who^ hearing this disturbance, had closed the 
window-shutters, that she might have the better 
chance of remaining unknown. Here thqr 
ensconced themselves, in the utmost consterna- 
tion ; while the necromancer, after some recol- 
lection, ordered Hadgi to open the door, and 
admit the rioters, who, he hoped, would be over- 
awed by the authority of his appearance. The 
janitor had no sooner obeyed his instructions, 
than in rushed a young libertine, who had been 
for some time upon the town, tc^ether with his 
tutor, who was a worn-out debauchee, well 
known to the magician. They were both in 
that degree of intoxication necessary to prepare 
such dispositions for what they commonly call 
frolics, and the sober part of mankind feel to be 
extravagant outrages against the laws of their 
country, and the peace of their fellow-subjects. 
Having staggered up to the table, the senior, 
\9\lo undertook to be spokesman, saluted Cad- 
wallader with, "How dost do, old Capricorn? 
Thou seem'st to be a most venerable pimp, and, 
I doubt not, hast abundance of discretion. Here 
is this young whore-master (a true chip of the old 
venereal block his father) and myself come for a 
comfortable cast of thy function. I don't mean 

that stale pretence of conjuring — d futurity ; 

let us live for the present, old Haly. Conjure me 
up a couple of hale wenches ; and I warrant we 
shall get into the magic circle in a twinkling. 
What says Galileo? What says the Reverend 
Brahe ? Here is a purse, you pimp : hark how 
it cliinks ! This is sweeter than the music of the 
spheres." 

Our necromancer, perplexed at this rencounter, 
made no reply, but, taking up his wand, waved 
it around his head in a very mysterious motion, 
with a view of intimidating these forward visit- 
ants, who, far from being awed by this sort of 
evolution, became more and more obstreperous, 
and even threatened to pull him by the beard, 
if he would not immediately comply with their 
desire. Had he called his associate, or even 
Hadgi, to his aid, he knew he could have soon 
calmed their turbulence ; but being unwilling to 
run the risk of discovery, or even of a riot, he 
bethought himself of chastising their insolence in 
another manner, that would be less hazardous, 
and rather more effectuaL In consequence of this 
suggestion, he pointed his wand towards the door 
of the apartment in which the ladies had taken 
sanctuary ; and the two rakes, understanding the 
hint, rushed in without hesitation. 

The females, finding their place of retreat taken 
by assault, ran about the room in great consterna- 
tion, and were immediately taken prisoners by 
the assailants, who, pulling them towards the 
windows, opened the shutters at the same instant 
of time, when, strange to tell ! one of the heroes 
discovered in the prize he had made, the very 
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-w^ife of his bosom ; and his companion perceived 
tliat he had stumbled in the dark upon his own 
xnoLlier. Their mutual astonishment was un- 
speakable at this iclaircissement^ which produced 
a iiniversal silence for the space of several minutes. 
During this pause, the ladies having recollected 
themselves, an expostulation was begun by the 
elder of the two, who roundly took her son to 
task for his disorderly life, which laid her 
under the disagreeable necessity of watching his 
motions, and detecting him in such an infamous 
place. 

While the careful mother thus exercised her 
talent for reprehension, the hopeful young gentle- 
man, with a hand in each fob, stood whistling an 
opera-tune, without seeming to pay the most pro- 
found r^[ard to his parent's reproof; and the 
other lady, in imitation of such a ponsummate 
pattern, began to open upon her husband, whom 
she bitterly reproached with his looseness and 
intemperance, demanding to know what he had 
to allege in alleviation of his present misconduct. 
The surprise occasioned by such an unexpected 
meeting had already in a great measure destroyed 
the effects of the wine he had so plentifully drunk, 
and the first use he made of his recovered sobriety, 
was to revolve within himself the motives that 
could possibly induce his wife to give him the 
rendezvous in this manner. As he had good reason 
to believe she was utterly void of jealousy, he 
naturally placed this rencontre to the account of 
another passion ; and his chagrin was not at all 
impaired by the effrontery with which she now 
presumed to reprimand him. He listened to her, 
therefore, with a grave, or rather grim, aspect ; 
and to the question with which she concluded her 
rebuke, answered, with great composure, "All 

that I have to allege, madam, is, that the b d 

has committed a mistake, in consequence of which 
we are both disappointed ; and so, ladies, your 
humble servant.* So saying, he retired with 
manifest confusion in his looks; and, as he 
passed through the audience-chamber, eyeing 
the conjurer askance, pronounced the epithet of 
" precious rascal," with great emphasis. Mean- 
while, the junior, like a dutiful child, handed his 
mamma to her chair ; and the other client, after 
having reviled the necromancer, because he could 
not foresee this event, went away in a state of 
mortitication. 

The coast being clear. Peregrine came forth 
from his den, and congratulated his friend upon 
the peaceable issue of the adventure which he 
had overheaid ; but, that he might not be exposed 
to such inconvenience for the future they resolved 
that a grate should be fixed in the middle of the 
outward door, through which the conjurer him- 
self might reconnoitre all the visitants before 
their admission ; so that, to those whose appear- 
ance he might not like, Hadgi should, without 
opening, give notice, that his master was engaged. 
By this expedient, too, they provided against 
those difficulties whicli Cadwallader must liave 
encountered, in giving satisfaction to strangers 
whom he did not know ; for the original inten- 
tion of the founders was to confine the practice 
of their art to people of fashion only, most of, 



whom were personally known to the counterfeit 
magician and his coadjutors. 

Indeed, these associates, Cadwallader in par- 
ticular, notwithstanding his boasted insight into 
the characters of life, never imagined that his 
pretended skill would be consulted by any but' 
the weaker-minded of the female sex, incited by. 
that spirit of curiosity which he knew was im- 
planted in their nature ; but in the course of his 
practice, he found himself cultivated in his pre- 
ternatural capacity by people of all sexes, com- 
plexions, and degrees of reputation ; and had 
occasion to observe, that when the passions are 
concerned, howsoever cool, cautious, and deliber- 
ate the disposition may otherwise be, there is 
nothing so idle, frivolous, or absurd, to which; 
they will not apply for encouragement and grati- 
fication. The last occun*ence, according to the' 
hopes and expectation of the confederates, was 
whispered about by the ladies concerned in such 
a manner, that the whole affair was, in a few' 
days, the universal topic of discourse, in which 
it was retailed with numberless embellishments,' 
invented by the parties themselves, who had long 
indulged a pique at each other, and took this 
opportunity of enjoying their revenge, * 

These incidents, while they regaled the spleen, . 
at the same time augmented the renown of the 
conjurer, who was described on both sides as a 
very extraordinary person in his way ; and the 
alteration in his door was no sooner performed,' 
than he had occasion to avail himself of it against 
the intrusion of a great many, with whom he 
would have found it veiy difficult to support the. 
fame he had acquired. ^ < 

Among those who appeared at his grate, he. 
perceived a certain clergyman, whom he had long' 
known as an humble attendant on the great, and 
with some the reputed minister of their pleasures \^ 
this Levite had disguised himself in a great coat,, 
boots, and dress quite foreign to the habit worn 
by those of his function ; and, being admitted, 
attempted to impose himself as a country squire 
upon the conjurer, who, calling him by his name,^ 
desired him to sit down. This reception cor-, 
responding with the report he had heard touching 
our magician's art, the doctor said he would lay. 
aside all dissimulation. After having professed an 
implicit belief that his supernatural knowledge 
did not proceed from any communication with' 
evil spirits, but was the immediate gift of Heaven, 
he declared the intention of his coming was to 
inquire into the health of a good friend and' 
brother of his, who possessed a certain living in 
the country, which he named ; and, as he was 
old and infirm, to know what space of time was 
allotted to him in this frail state of mortaUty, 
that he might have the melancholy satisfaction of 
attending him in his kst moments, and assisting, 
him in his preparations for eternity. \ 

The conjurer, who at once perceived the pur- 
port of this question, after a solemn pause, during^ 
which he seemed absorbed in contemplation, 
delivered this response to his consulter : "Though 
I foresee some occurrences, I do not pretend to 
be omniscient. I know not to what age that 
clergyman's life will extend; but so far can 
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penetrate into the womb of time as to discern 
that the incumbent will survive his intended suc- 
cessor." This dreadful sentence in a moment 
banished the blood from the face of the appalled 
consulter, who, hearing his own doom pro- 
nounced, began to tremble in every joint ; he 
lifted up his eyes in the agony of fear, and saying 
** The will of God be done ! " withdrew in silent 
despondence, his teeth chattering with terror an^ 
dismay. 

This client was succeeded by an old man about 
the age of seventy-five, who, being resolved to 
purchase a lease, desired to be determined in the 
term of years by the necromancer's advice, observ- 
ing that as he had no children of his own body, 
and had no regard for his heirs-at-law, the pur- 
chase would be made with a view to his own 
convenience only ; and, therefore, considering 
his age, he himself hesitated in the period of the 
lease between thirty and three-score years. 

The conjurer, upon due deliberation, advised 
him to double the last specified term, because he 
distinguished in his features something portend- 
ing extreme old age and second childhood, and 
he ought to provide for that state of incapacity, 
which otherwise would be attended with infinite 
misery and affliction. The superannuated wretch, 
thunderstruck with this prediction, held up his 
hands, and, in the first transports of his appre- 
hension, exclaimed, "Lord have mercy upon 
me ! 1 have not wherewithal to purchase such 
a long lease, and I have long outlived all my 
friends ; what, then, must become of me, sinner 
that I am, one hundred and twenty years hence?" 
Cadwallader, who enjoyed his terror, under pre- 
tence of alleviating his concern, told him that 
what he had prognosticated did not deprive him 
of the means which he and every person had in 
their power to curtail a life of misfortune ; and 
the old gentleman went away, seemingly com- 
forted with the assurance that it would always 
be in his power to employ a halter for his own 
deliverance. 

Soon after the retreat of this elder, the magician 
was visited by one of those worthies known 
among the Romans by the appellation of hceredi- 
peta^ who had amassed a large fortune by a close 
attention to the immediate. wants and weakness 
of raw, inexperienced heirs. This honourable 
usurer had sold an annuity upon the life of a 
young spendthrift, being thereto induced by the 
affirmation of his physician, who had assured 
him his patient's constitution was so rotten that 
he could not live one year to an end ; he had, 
nevertheless, made shift to weather eighteen 
months, and now seemed more vigorous and 
healthy than- he had ever been known ; for he 
was supposed to have nourished an hereditary 
pox from his cradle. Alarmed at this alteration, 
the seller came to consult Cadwallader, not only 
about the life of the annuitant, but also con- 
cerning the state of his health at the time of his 
purchasing the annuity, purposing to sue the 
physician for false intelligence should the con- 
jurer declare that the young man was sound 
when the doctor pronounced him diseased. But 
this was a piece of satisfaction he did not obtain 



from the misanthrope, who, in order to punish 
his sordid disposition, gave him to understand 
that the physician had told him the truth, and 
nothing but the truth ; and that the young gentle- 
man was in a fair way of attaining a comfortable 
old age. ** That is to say," cried the client, in 
the impatience of his mortification at this answer, 
" bating accidents ; for, thank God, the annuitant 
does not lead the most regular life ; besides, I 
am credibly informed he is choleric and rash, so 
that he may be concerned in a duel ; then there 
are such things as riots in the street, in which a 
rake's skull may be casually cracked ; he may 
be overturned in a coach, overset in the river, 
thrown from a vicious horse, overtaken with a 
cold, endangered by a surfeit ; but what I place 
my chief confidence in is a hearty pox, a dis- 
temper which hath be-n fatal to his whole family. 
Not but that the issue of all these things is uncer- 
tain ; and expedients might be found which would 
more effectually answer the puqwse. I know they 
have arts in India by which a man can secure his 
own interest, in the salutation of a friendly shake 
by the hand ; and I don't doubt that you, who 
have lived in that country, are master of the 
secret. To be sure, if you were inclined to 
communicate such a nostrum, there are abundance 
of people who would purchase it at a very high 
price.' 

Cadwallader understood this insinuation, and 
was tempted to amuse him in such a manner as 
would tend to his disgrace and confusion ; but, 
considering that the case was of too criminal a 
nature to be tampered with, he withstood his 
desire of punishing this rapacious cormorant any 
other way than by telling him he would not im- 
l^art the secret for his whole fortune ten times 
doubled; so that the usurer retired very much 
dissatisfied with the issue of his consultation. 

The next person who presented himself at this 
altar of intelligence was an author, who recom- 
mended himself to a gratis advice by observing 
that a prophet and poet were known by the same 
appellation among the ancients ; and that at this 
day both the one and the other spoke by inspir- 
ation. The conjurer refused to own this affinity, 
which, he said, formerly subsisted because lioth 
species of the vates were the children of fiction ; 
but as he himself did not fall under that predica- 
ment, he begged leave to disown all connection 
with the family of the poets ; and the poor author 
would have been dismissed without his errand, 
though he offered to leave an ode as security for 
the magician's fee, to be paid from the profits of 
his first third night, had not Cad wallader's curiosity 
prompted him to know the subject of this gentle- 
man's inquiry. He therefore told him that, in 
consideration of his genius, he would for once 
satisfy him without a fee, and desired him to 
specify the doubts in which he wished to be re* 
solved. 

The son of Parnassus, glad of this condescen- 
sion, for which he thanked the necroifiancer, gave 
him to understand that he had some time before 
presented a play in manuscript to a certain great 
man at the head of taste, who had not only read 
and approved the performance, but also under- 
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taken to introduce and support it on the stage ; 
that he, the author, was assured by this patron 
that the play was already, in consequence of liis 
recommendation, accepted by one of the man- 
agers, who liad faithfully promised to bring it 
to light ; but that when he waited on the same 
manager, to know when he intended to put his 
production in rehearsal, the man declared he had 
never seen or heard of the piece : " Now, Mr. 
Conjurer," said he, ** 1 want to know whether or 
not my play has been presented, and if I have 
any sort of chance of seeing it acted this winter." 

Cadwallader, who had in his younger- days 
sported among the theatrical Muses, began to 
lose his temper at this question, which recalled 
the remembrance of his own disappointments, 
and despatched the author with an abrupt answer, 
importing that the affairs of the stage were alto- 
gether without the sphere of his divination, being 
entirely regulated by the demons of dissimulation, 
ignorance, and caprice. 

It would be an endless task to recount every 
individual response which our magician delivered 
in the course of his conjuration. He was con- 
sulted in all cases of law, physic, and trade, over 
and above the ordinary subjects of marriage and 
fornication ; his advice and assistance were soli- 
cited by sharpers, who desired to possess an infal- 
lible method of cheating unperceived ; by fortune- 
hunters, who wanted to make prize of widows 
and heiresses ; by debauchees, who were disposed 
to lie with other men's wives ; by coxcombs, 
who longed for the death of their fathers ; by 
wenches with child, who wished themselves rid 
of their burdens ; by merchants, who had insured 
above value, and tliirsted after the news of a 
wreck ; by underwriters, who prayed for the gift 
of prescience, that they might venture money 
upon such ships only as should perform the voyage 
in safety; by Jews, who wanted to foresee the 
fluctuations of stock ; by usurers, who advance 
money upon undecided causes ; by clients, who 
were dubious of the honesty of their counsel : in 
short, all matters of uncertain issue were appealed 
to this tribunal ; and in point of calculation De 
Moivre was utterly neglected. 



CHAPTER LXXXIV. 

The Conjurer and his Associate execute a Plan of Venge- 
ance against certain Infidels who pretend to despise 
their Art ; and Peregrine achieves an Adventure with 
a young Nobleman. 

By these means, the whole variety of characters 
undisguised passed, as it were, in review before 
the confederates, who, by divers ingenious con- 
trivances, punished the most flagrant offenders 
with as much severity as the nature of their plan 
would allow. At length, they projected a scheme 
for chastising a number of their own acquaintance 
who had all along professed the utmost contempt 
for the talent of tliis conjurer, which they en- 
deavoured to ridicule in all companies where his 
surprising art was the subject of discourse ; not 



that they had sense and discernment enough to 
perceive the absurdity of his pretensions, but 
affected a singularity of opinion, with a view of 
insulting the inferior understandings of those who 
were deceived by such an idle impostor. 

Peregrine, indeed, for obvious reasons, had 
always espoused their judgment in this case, and 
joined them in reviling the public character of 
his friend ; but he knew how far the capacities 
of those virtuosi extended, and liad frequently 
caught them in the fact of recounting their ex- 
ploits against the conjurer, which were the pro- 
ductions of their own invention only. On these 
considerations, his wrath was kindled against 
them ; and he accordingly concerted measures 
with his coadjutor for overwhelming them witji 
confusion and dismay. 

In the first place, a report was spread by his 
emissaries that the magician had undertaken to 
entertain their view with the appearance of any 
person whom his customers should desire to see, 
whether dead, or at the distance of a thousand 
leagues. This extraordinary proposal chancing 
to be the subject of conversation in a place 
where most of those infidels were assembled, they 
talked of it in the usual style, and some of them 
swore the fellow ought to be pilloried for his 
presumption. 

Our hero, seizing this favourable opportunity, 
acquiesced in their remarks, and observed, with 
great vehemence, that it would be a meritorious 
action to put the rascal to the proof, and then toss 
him in a blanket for non-performance. They 
were wonderfully pleased with this suggestion, 
and forthwith determined to try the experiment ; 
though, as they understood the apparition would 
be produced to only one at a time, they could not 
immediately agree in the choice of the person who 
should stand the first brunt of the magician's skill. 
While each of them severally excused himself 
from this preference on various pretences. Pere- 
grine readily undertook the post, expressing great 
confidence of the conjurer's incapacity of giving 
him the least cause of apprehension. 

This point being settled, they detached one of 
their number to Crabtree, in order to bespeak and 
adjust the hour and terms of the apparition, which 
he insisted upon performing at his own apartment, 
where everything was prepared for the occasion. 
At the appointed time they went thither in a body, 
to the number of seven, in full expectation of 
detecting the impostor ; and were received with 
such gloomy formality as seemed to have an effect 
upon the countenances of some among them, 
though they were encouraged by the vivacity of 
Pickle, who affected a double share of petulance, 
for the more effectual accomplishment of his 
purpose. 

Cadwallader made no reply to the interroga- 
tions they uttered, in the levity of their insolence, 
at the first entrance, but ordered Hadgi to con- 
duct them through the next room, that they might 
see there was no previous apparatus to affright 
their deputy with objects foreign to his under- 
taking. They found nothing but a couple of 
wax-tapers burning on a table that stood with a 
chair by it, in the middle of the apartment, and 
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returned to the audience-chamber, leaving Pere- 
grine by himself to encounter the phantom of 
that person whom they should, without his know- 
ledge» desire the magician to conjure up to 
his view. 

All the doors being shut, and the company" 
seated, profound silence ensued, together with a 
face of dreadful expectation, encouraged by the 
blue flame of the candles, which were tipped with 
sulphur: for that purpose, and heightened by the 
dismal sound of a large bell which Hadgi tolled 
in the antechamber. Cadwallader, having thus 
practised upon their ignorance and fear, desired 
them to name the person to be produced. After 
some whispers among themselves, one of them 
' took the pen, and writing the name of Commo- 
dore Trunnion upon a slip of paper, put it into 
the hands of the magician, who rose from his seat, 
and, opening the door of his closet, displayed to 
their view a skull, with thigh-bones crossed, upon 
a table covered with black cloth. 

This melancholy spectacle made a remarkable 
impression upon the imaginations of the company, 
already prepo.ssessed by the previous ceremony ; 
and they began to survey one another with looks 
of consternation, while Cadwallader, shutting 
himself in the closet that was contiguous to 
the chamber in which his friend Peregrine was 
stationed, thrust the label with his uncle's name 
through a small chink in tlie partition, according 
to agreement, muttering all the time a sort of 
gibberish, that increased the panic of his audience ; 
then, returning to his chair, the knell was tolled 
again, and Pickle called aloud, ** D — n your 
mummery : why don't you despatch ? " 

This was a signal to Crabtree, who, thus certi- 
fied of his having received the paper, stood up and 
waved his wand in the figure of an S. The motion 
being thrice performed, their ears were all of a 
sudden invaded by a terrible noise in the next 
room, accompanied by the voice of Peregrine, who 
exclaimed, in a tone of horror and amazement, 
** Guard me. Heaven ! My uncle Trunnion ! " 
This ejaculation had such an effect upon the 
hearere, that two of them swooned with fear, a 
third fell upon his knees and prayed aloud, while 
the other three, in a transport of dismay and 
distraction, burst open the door, and rushed into 
the haunted chamber, where they found the table 
and chair overturned, and Peregrine " extended, 
in all appearance without sense or motion, upon 
the floor. 

They immediately began to chafe his temples, 
and the first symptom of his recovery which they 
perceived was a hollow groan, after which he pro- 
nounced these words ; " Merciful powers ! if I 
live, I saw the commodore with his black patch, in 
the very clothes he wore at my sister's wedding." 
This declaration completed their astonishment and 
terror ; they observed a wildness in his looks, 
which he seemed to bend on something concealed 
from their view ; and were infected by his appear- 
ance to such a pitch of superstition, that it would 
have been an easy matter to persuade them that 
the chair and table were apparitions of their fore- 
fathers. However, they conducted Peregrine 
into the council-chamber, where the conjurer and 



Hadgi were employed in ministering to those who 
had fainted. ' ^ 

The patients having retrieved the use of their 
faculties, Cadwallader, assuming a double portion 
of severity in his aspect, asked if they were not 
ashamed of their former incredulity j declaring, 
that he was ready to give them more convincing 
proofs of his art upon the spot, and would imme- 
diately recall three generations of their progenitors 
from the dead, if they were disposed to relish such 
company. Then, turning to one of them, whose' 
great-grandfather had been hanged, " Are you," 
said he, " ambitious of seeing the fii-st remarkable 
pereonage of your family ? Say the word, and he 
shall appear." i 

This youth, who had been the most insolent and 
obstreperous of the whole society, and was noWj 
depressed with the same proijoriionof fear, alarmed 
at the proposal, assured the magician he had no 
curiosity of that sort remaining, and that what he 
had already seen would, he hoped, have a good' 
effect upon his future life and conversation. Every 
one of these heroes made an acknowledgment and' 
profession of the same kind, some of which were 
attended with tears; and Hadgi having provided 
chairs for the whole company, they departed 
exceedingly crest-fallen. Two of the number 
actually sickened with the agitation they had un- 
dergone, while our hero and his associate made 
themselves merry with the success of their en- 
terprise. 

But this scheme of fortune-telling did not en- 
gross his whole attention ; he still continued to 
maintain his appearance in iht beau-monde ; and, 
as his expense far exceeded his income, strove ta 
contract intimacies with people of intejpest and 
power : he showed himself regularly at court, 
paid his respects to them in all places of public 
diversion, and frequently entered into their parties, 
eitlier of pleasure or cards. In the course of thi« 
cultivation, he happened one evening, at a certain 
chocolate-house, to overlook a match at piquet,, 
in which he perceived a couple of sharpers mak- 
ing prey of a young nobleman, who had neither 
temper nor skill sufficient to cope with such 
antagonists. \ 

Our hero,being a professed enemy to all knights 
of industry, could not bear to see them cheat in 
public with such insolent audacity. Under pre- 
tence of communicating some business of import- 
ance, he begged the favour of speaking to the 
young gentleman in another corner of the room,' 
and, in a friendly manner, cautioned him against 
the arts of his opponents. This hot-headed re- 
presentative, far from thinking or owning himself 
obliged to Pickle forhis good counsel, looked upon 
his advice as an insult upon his understanding ; 
and replied, with an air of ferocious displeasure, 
that he knew how to take care of his own concerns, 
and would not suffer either him or them to bubble 
him out of one shilling. 

Peregrine, offended at the association, as well 
as at the ingratitude and folly of this conceited 
coxcomb, expressed his resentment by telling hini 
that he expected at least an acknowledgment for 
his candid intention ; but he found his intellects 
too much wai-ped by his vanity to perceive his owa 
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want of capacity and experience. Inflamed by 
this reproof, the young nobleman challenged him 
to play for five hundred pounds, with many oppro- 
brious, or at least contemptuous, terms of defiance, 
which provoked our hero to accept the proposal. 
After the other had disengi^ed himself from the 
old rooks, who were extremely mortified at the 
interruption, the two young champions sat down ; 
and, fortune acting with uncommon partiality. 
Pickle, by the superiority of his talents, in two 
hours won to the amount of as many thousand 
pounds, for which he was obliged to take his 
antagonist's note, the sharpers having previously 
secured his ready money. 

Frantic with his loss, the rash young man would 
have continued the game, and doubled stakes every 
time, so that Peregrine might have increased his 
acquisition to ten times the sum he had gained ; but 
he thought he had already sufficiently chastised the 
presumption of the challenger, and was unwilling 
to empower fortune to ravish from him the fruits of 
his success : he therefore declined my lord's pro- 
posal, unless he would play for ready money ; and 
his lordship having in vain tried his credit among 
the company, our adventurer withdrew, leaving 
him in an ecstasy of rage and disappointment. 

As the insolence of his behaviour had increased 
with his ill luck, and he had given vent to divers 
expressions which Peregrine took amiss, our young 
gentleman resolved to augment his punishment, 
by teasing him with demands which could not, he 
knew, be immediately satisfied, and next day sent 
Pipes to his father's house with the note, which 
was drawn payable upon demand. The debtor, 
who had gone to bed half distracted with his 
misfortune, finding himself awaked with such a 
disagreeable dun, lost all patience, cursed Pickle, 
threatened his messenger, blasphemed with horri- 
ble execrations, and made such a noise as reached 
the ears of his father, who, ordering his son to 
be called into his presence, examined him about 
the cause of that uproar which had disturbed tlie 
whole family. The young gentleman, after having 
essayed to amuse him with sundry equivocations, 
wliicli sei*ved only to increase his suspicion and 
desire of knowing the tnilh, acknowledged that 
he had lost some money over-night at cards to a 
gamester, who had been so impertinent as to send 
a message, demanding it that morning, though he 
had told the fellow that it would not suit him to 
pay it immediately. The father, who was a man 
of honour, reproached him with great severity for 
his profligate behaviour in general, and this scan- 
dalous debt in particular, which he belieyed to be 
some trifle ; then, giving him a bank-note for five 
hundred pounds, commanded him to go and dis- 
charge it without loss of time. This well-princi- 
pled heir took the money ; but, instead of waiting 
upon his creditor, he forthwith repaired to the 
gaming-house, in hopes of retrieving his loss ; 
and before he rose from the table, saw his note 
mortgaged for seven-eighths of its value. 

Meanwhile, Pickle, incensed at the treatment 
which his servant had received, and informed of 
his lordship's second loss, which aggravated his 
resentment, determined to preserve no medium ; 
and taking out a writ the same day, put it imme- 



diately in execution upon the body of his debtor, 
just as he stepped into the chair at the door of 
White's chocolate-house. The prisoner, being 
naturally fierce and haughty, attempted to draw, 
upon the bailiffs, who disarmed him in a twink- ' 
ling: and this effort served only to heighten his 
disgrace, which was witnessed by a thousand! 
people, most of whom laughed very heartily at 
the adventure of a lord's being arrested. 

Such a public transaction could not long escape 
the knowledge of his father, who, that very day, 
had the satisfaction to hear that his son was. 
in a sponging-house. In consequence of this in- \ 
formation, he sent his steward to learn the par-' 
ticulars of the arrest ; and was equally offended, 
surprised, and concerned when he understood the 
nature of tlie debt, which he imagined his son had 
already discharged. Unwilling to pay such a con- 
siderable sum for a spendthrift, whom he had but \ 
too much indulged, and who in less than one week \ 
might involve himself in such another difficulty, 
the old gentleman wrote a letter to Peregrine, 
representing what a hardship it would be upon 
him to forfeit such sums by the indiscretion of a 
son, whose engagements he was not bound to 
fulfil ; and desiring some mitigation in his de- 
mand, as it was not a debt contracted for value 
received, but incurred without subjecting him to- 
the least damage or inconvenience. 

Our adventurer no sooner received this letter, 
than he went in person to wait upon the author, 
to whom he, in a candid manner, related the par- 
ticular circumstances of the match, together with 
the ingratitude and audacity of his son, which he 
owned had stimulated him to such measures as he 
otherwise would have scorned to take. The noble- 
man acknowledged that the revenge was hardly 
adequate to the provocation, and condemned the 
conduct of his son with such justice and integrity 
as disarmed Peregrine of his resentment, and dis- 
posed him to give an undoubted proof of his own* 
disinterestedness, which he immediately exhibited, 
by piDducing the note and tearing it to pieces, 
after having assured his lordship that the writ 
should be withdrawn, and the prisoner dischaiged 
before night. 

The earl, who perfectly well understood the 
value of money, and was no stranger to the 
characters of mankind, stood amazed at this 
sacrifice, which Pickle protested was offered by 
his esteem for his lordship ; and after having 
complimented him upon his generosity in a very 
uncommon strain of encomium, begged the favour 
of his acquaintance, and insisted upon his dining 
with him next day. The youth, proud of having 
met with such an opportunity to distinguish him- 
self, in less than an hour performed every article 
of his promise ; and in the morning was visited 
by the debtor, who came, by the express order of 
his father, to thank him for the obligation under 
which he was laid, and to ask pardon for the 
offence he had given. 

This condescension was very glorious for our . 
hero, who graciously received his submission, 
and accompanied him to dinner, where he was 
caressed by the old earl with marks of particular 
affection and esteem. Nor was his gratitude con* 
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fined to exterior civility : he offered him the use 
of his interest at court, which was very powerful, 
and repeated his desire of serving him so press- 
Jttglyt that Peregrine thought he could not dis- 
pense with the opportunity of assisting his absent 
friend Godfrey, in whose behalf he begged the 
influence of his lordship. The earl, pleased with 
his request, which was another proof of the young 
gentleman's benevolence, said he would not fail 
to pay the utmost regard to his recommendation ; 
and, in six weeks, a captain's commission was 
t-actually signed for the brother of Emilia, who was 
ivery agreeab'e>' surprised at the intimation he 
received from the War-office, though he was 
! utterly ignorant of the canal through which he 
-obtained that promotion. 



CHAPTER LXXXV. 

Peregrine is celebrated as a Wit and Patron, and proceeds 
to entertain himself at the Expense of whom it did 
concern. 

In the mean time. Peregrine flourished in the gay 
scenes of life, and, as I have already observed, 
had divers opportunities of profiting in the way of 
marriage, had not his ambition been a little too 
inordinate, and his heart still biassed by a passion, 

I which all the levity of youth could not balance, 
nor all the pride of vanity overcome. Nor was 
our hero unmarked in the world of letters and 
taste ; he had signalized himself in several poet- 
ical productions, by which he had acquired a good 
share of reputation : not that the pieces were such 
as ought to have done much honour to his genius ; 
but any tolerable performance from a person of his 
■figure and supposed fortune will always be con- 
sidered by the bulk of readers as an instance of 
astonishing capacity ; though the very same pro- 
duction, ushered into the world with the name of 
an author in less affluent circumstances, would be 
justly disregarded and despised ; so much is the 

: opinion of most people influenced and overawed 

, by ridiculous considerations. 

Be this as it will, our young gentleman was 
no sooner distinguished as an author, than he 
was marked out as a patron by all the starving 
retainei-s to poetry ; he was solemnized in odes, 
celebrated in epigrams, and fed with the milk of 
soft dedication. His vanity even relished this 

\ incense ; and, though his reason could not help 

►<iespising those that offered it, not one of them 

[was sent away unowned by his munificence. He 
began to think himself in good earnest, that 
superior genius which their flattery had described ; 

' he cultivated acquaintance with the wits of fashion, 
and even composed in secret a number of bon- 

. mots^ which he uttered in company as the im- 
promptus of his imagination. In this practice, 

• indeed, he imitated some of the most renowned 
.geniuses of the age, who, if the truth were known, 

have laboured in secret, with the sweat of their 

• brows, for many a repai'lee which they have 
vended as the immediate production of fiwcy and 



expression. He was so successful in this exercise 
of his talents, that his fame actually came in 
competition with that great man who had>longsat 
at the helm of wit ; and in a dialogue that once 
happened between them on the subject of a cork- 
screw, wherein the altercation was discharged, 
according to Bayes, slap for slap, dash for dash, 
our hero was judged to have the better of his 
lordship by some of the minor satellites that 
commonly surround and reflect the rays of such 
mighty luminaries. 

In a word, he dipped himself so far in these 
literary amusements, that he took the manage* 
ment of the pit into his direction, putting himself 
at the head of those critics who call themselves 
the town ; and, in that capacity, chastised several 
players who had been rendered insolent and 
refractory by unmerited success. As for the new 
productions of the stage, though generally un- 
spirited and insipid, they always enjoyed the 
benefit of his influence and protection ; because 
he never disliked the performance so much as 
he sympathized with the poor author, who stood 
behind the scenes in the most dreadful suspense, 
trembling as it were on the very brink ofdamna' 
tion : yet, though he extended his generosity and 
compassion to the humble and needy, he never 
let slip one opportunity of mortifying villainy and 
arrogance. Had the executive power of the 
legislature been vested in him, he would have 
doubtless devised strange species' of punishment 
for all offenders against humanity and decorum ; 
but, restricted as he was, he employed his in- 
vention in subjecting them to the ridicule and 
contempt of their fellow-subjects. 

It was with this view he set on foot the 
scheme of conjuration, which was still happily 
carried on, and made use of the intelligence of 
his friend Cadwallader; though he sometimes 
converted this advantage to the purposes of 
gallantry, being, as the reader may have per- 
ceived, of a very amorous complexion. He not 
only acted the reformer, or rather the castigator, 
in the fashionable world, but also exercised his 
talents among the inferior class of people who 
chanced to incur his displeasure. One mis« 
chievous plan that entered our heroes imagination 
was suggested by two advertisements published 
in the same paper, by persons who wanted to 
borrow certain sums of money, for which they 
promised to give undeniable security. Peregrine, 
from the style and manner of both, concluded 
they were written by attorneys, a species of 
people for whom he entertained his uncle's 
aversion. In order to amuse himself and some 
of his friends with their disappointment, he 
wrote a letter, signed A.B., to each advertiser, 
according to the address specified in the news- 
paper, importing that if he would come, with his 
writings, to a certain coffee-house near the 
Temple, precisely at six o'clock in the evening, 
he would find a person sitting in the right-hand 
box next to the window, who would be glad to 
treat with him about the subject of his advertise- 
ment, and, should his security be liked, would 
accommodate him with the sum which he wanted 
to raise. Before the hour of this double ap- 
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pointment, Pickle, with his friend Cadwallader, 
and a few more gentlemen, to whom he had 
tliought proper to communicate the plan, went 
to the coffee-house, and seated themselves near 
tlie place that was destined for their meeting. 

The hope of getting money had such an 
evident effect upon their punctuality, that one of 
them arrived a considerable time before the 
hour ; and, having reconnoitered the room, took 
liis station according to the direction he had 
received, fixing his eyes upon a clock that stood 
before him, and asking of the bar-keeper if it 
was not too slow. He had not remained in this 
posture many minutes, when he was joined by a 
strange figure, that waddled into the room, with 
a bundle of papers in his bosom, and the sweat 
running over his nose. Seeing a man in the box 
to which he had been directed, he took it for 
granted he was the lender ; and as soon as he 
could recover his breath, which was almost 
exhausted by the despatch he had made, ** Sir," 
said he, '*I presume you are the gentleman I 
was to meet about that loan." Here he was 
interrupted by the other, who eagerly replied, 
"A.B., sir, I suppose?" "The same," cried 
the last comer : **I was afraid I should be too 
late ; for I was detained, beyond my expectation, 
by a nobl^inan at the other end of the town that 
wants to mortgage a small trifle of his estate, 
about a thousand a year ; and my watch happens 
to be in the hands of the maker, having met 
w^ith an accident a few nights a^o, which set it 
asleep. But, howsomever, there s no time lost, 
and I hope this affair will be transacted to the 
satisfaction of us both. For my own part, I 
love to do good offices myself, and therefore I 
expect nothing but what is fair and honest of 
other people. 

His new friend was exceedingly comforted by 
this declaration, which he considered as a happy 
omen of his success ; and the hope of fingering 
the cash operated visibly in his countenance, 
while he expressed his satisfaction at meeting 
with a person of such candour and humanity. 
"The pleasure," said he, "of dealing with an 
easy conscientious man is, in my opinion, superior 
to that of touching all the money upon earth ; 
for what joy can be compared with what a 
generous mind feels, in befriending its fellow- 
creatures ? I was never so happy in my life, as 
at one time, in lending five hundred pounds to a 
worthy gentleman in distress, without insisting 
upon rigid security. Sir, one may easily dis- 
tinguish an upright man by his countenance: 
for example, now I think I could take your word 
for ten thousand pounds." The other with great 
joy protested that he was right in his conjecture, 
and returned the compliment a thousand-fold ; 
by which means the expectation of both was 
wound up to a very interesting pitch ; and both, 
at the same instant, began to produce their 
papers, in the untying of which their hands 
shook with transports of eagerness and impati- 
ence ; while their eyes were so intent upon their 
work, that they did not perceive the occupation 
of each other. 

At length one of them, having got the start of 



the other, and unrolled several skins of musty 
parchment, directed his view to the employment 
of his friend ; and, seeing him fumbling at his 
bundle^ asked if that was a blank bond and con- 
veyance which he had brought along with him. 
The other, without lifting up his eyes, or desisting 
from his endeavours to loose the knot, which by 
this time he had applied to his teeth, answered 
this question in the negative, observing that the 
papers in his hand were the security which he 
proposed to give for the money. This reply, 
converted the looks of the inquirer into a state of 
infinite stolidity, accompanied with the word! 
Anan ! which he pronounced in a tone of fear^ 
and astonishment. The other, alarmed at tliis] 
note, cast his eyes towards the supposed lender, ' 
and was in a moment infected by his aspect. 
All the exultation of hope that sparkled in their 
eyes, was now succeeded by disappointment and 
dismay ; and, while they gazed ruefully at eachj 
other, their features were gradually elongated, 
like the transient curls of a Middle-row periwig,' 

This emphatic silence was, however, broken 
by the last comer, who, in a faltering accent^' 
desired the other to recollect the contents of his 
letter. " Of your letter ! " cried the first, putting 
into his hand the advertisement he had received 
from Pickle ; which he had no sooner perused,^ 
than he produced his own for the satisfaction of 
the other party : so that another gloomy pause 
ensued, at the end of which each uttered a pro- 
found sigh, or rather groan, and, rising up, 
sneaked off without further communication; he 
who seemed to be most affiicted of the two tak- 
ing his departure with an exclamation of ' * Hum- 
bugged, egad ! " 

Such were the amusements of our hero, though 
they did not engross his whole time, some part 
of which was dedicated to nocturnal riots and 
revels among a set of young noblemen, who had 
denounced war against temperance, economy, 
and common sense, and were indeed the devoted 
sons of tumult, waste, and prodigality. Not 
that Peregrine relished those scenes, which were 
a succession of absurd extravagance, devoid of 
all true spirit, taste, or enjoyment ; but his vanity 
prompted him to mingle with those who were 
entitled the choice spirits of the age ; and his 
disposition was so pliable, as to adapt itself easily 
to the measures of his company, where he had 
not influence enough to act in the capacity of 
director. Their rendezvous was at a certain tavern, 
which might be properly styled the temple of 
excess, where they left the choice of their fare to 
the discretion of the landlord, that they might 
save themselves the pains of exercising their own 
reason ; and, in order to avoid the trouble of 
adjusting the bill, ordered the waiter to declare 
how much every individual must pay, without 
specifying the articles of the charge. This pro- 
portion generally amounted to two guineas per 
head for each dinner and supper, and frequently 
exceeded that sum ; of which the landlord durst 
not abate, without nmning the risk of having his 
nose slit for his moderation. 

But this was a puny expense, compared with 
that which they often incurred, by the damage 
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xlone to the furniture and servants in the madness 
of their intoxication, as well as the loss they sus- 
tained at hazard, an amusement to which all of 
them had recourse in the progress of their de- 
bauches. Tliis elegnnt diversion was introduced, 
encouraged, and promoted by a crew of rapacious 
sharpers, who had made themselves necessary 
companions to this hopeful generation, by the 
talents of pimping and bufifoonery. Though they 
were universally known, even by those they 
•preyed upon, to have no other means of earning 
their livelihood than the most infamous and 
fraudulent practices, they were caressed and 
courted by those infatuated dupes, when a man 
»of honour, who would not join in their excesses, 
would have been treated with the utmost indignity 
rilnd contempt. 

Though Peregi-ine, in his heart, detested those 
abandoned courses, and was a professed enemy 
to the whole society of gamesters, whom he con- 
sidered, and always treated, as the foes of human- 
kind, he was insensibly accustomed to licentious 
riot, and even led imperceptibly into play by 
.those cormorants, who are no less dangerous in 
the art of cheating, than by their consummate 
.skill in working upon the passions of unwary 
youth. They are, for the most part, naturally 
.cool, phlegmatic, and crafty, and, by a long 
habit of dissimulation, have gained an absolute 
dominion over the -hasty passions of the heart ; 
so that they engage with manifest advantage over 
-the impatience and impetuosity of a warm, un- 
designing temper, like that of our young gentle- 
man, who, when he was heated with wine, misled 
by example, invited on one band, and defied on 
the other, forgot all his maxims of caution and 
sobriety, and, plunging into the reigning folly of 
the place, had frequent occasions to moralize in 
the morning upon the loss of the preceding night. 
These penitential re6ections were attended with 
many laudable resolutions of profitmg by the 
experience which he had so dearly purchased ; 
•but he was one of those philosophers, who always 
put off till another day the commencement of 
their reformation. 



CHAPTER LXXXVI. 

. Peregrine receives a Letter^ from Hatchway, in conse- 
quence of which he repairs to the Garrison, and per- 
forms the last Offices to his Aunt — He is visited by 
Mr. Gauntlet, who invites him to his Marriage. 

In this circle of amusements our hero's time was 
parcelled out, and few young gentlemen of the 

. age enjoyed life with greater relish, notwithstand- 
ing those intervening checks of reason, which 
served only to whet his appetite for a repetition 
of the pleasures she so prudently condemned ; 

. when he received the following letter, by which 
he was determined to visit his estate in the 
country : — 

" Cousin Pickle,— I hope you are in a better trim than 

your aunt, who hath been fast moored to her bed these 

, seven weeks by several feet of under-water lodging in her 

hold and hollop, whereby I doubt her planks arc rotted, 



so as she cannot choose bnt fall to pieces in a short time. 
I have done all in my power to keep her tight and easy, 
and free from sudden squalls that might overstrain her ; 
and here have been the doctors, who have skuttled her 
lower deck, and let out six ^llons of water. For my own 
part, I wonder how the devil it came there ; for you knov 
as how it was a liquor she never took in. But as for tho^c 
fellows, the doctors, they are like unskilful carpenters, 
that in mending one leak, make a couple ; and so she fills 
again apace. But the worst sign of all is this here ; she 
won't let a drop of. Nantz go betwixt the combings of her 
teeth, and has quite lost the rudder of her understanding, 
whereby she yaws woundily tn her speech, palavering 
about some foreign part called the New Geereusalem, and 
wishing herself in a safe berth in the river Geordun. The 
parson, I must say, strives to keep her steady, concerning the 
navigation of her soul, and talks very sensibly of charity 
and the poor, whereof she hath left a legacy of two 
hundred pounds in her will ; and here has been Mr. 
Gamaliel, and your brother, my lord, demanding entrance 
at the gate, in order to see her ; but I would not suffer 
them to come aboard, and pointed my patereroes, which 
mad« them sheer off. Your sister, Mrs. Clover, keeps 
close watch upon her kinswoman, without ever turning i:i, 
and a kind-hearted young woman it is. I should be glad 
to see you at the garrison, if the wind of your inclination 
sits that way ; and mayhap it may be a comfort to your 
aunt to behold you alongside of her when her anchor is 
apeak. So no more at present, but rests your friend, and 
humble servant to command, "John Hatchway." 

Next morning, after the receipt of this epistle. 
Peregrine, in order to manifest his regard to his 
aunt, as well as his friendship for honest Jack, 
set out on horseback for their habitation, attended 
by Pipes, who longed to .see his old messmate; 
but before he reached the garrison, Mrs. Hatch- 
way had given up the ghost, in the threescore 
and fifth year of her age. The widower seemed 
to bear his loss with resignation, and behaved 
very decently upon the occasion, though he did 
not undei^o those dangerous transports of sorrow 
which some tender-hearted husbands have felt at 
the departure of their wives. The lieutenant was 
naturally a philosopher, and so well disposed to 
acquiesce in the dispensations of Providence, that 
in this, as well as in every other emergency of 
his life, he firmly believed that everything which 
happened was for the best. 

Peregrine's task, therefore, was not so great in 
comforting him, as in consoling his own sister, 
who with great poignancy, and sincerity of grief, 
lamented the death of the only relation with 
whom she had maintained any intimacy of cor- 
respondence ; for her mother was as implacable 
as ever in her enmity against her and Peregrine, 
and rather more determined in her rancour ; that 
which was originally a sudden tiiansport of indig- 
nation, being by this time settled into a confirmed 
inveteracy of hate. As for Gam, who was now 
dignified by the country people with the appella- 
tion of ** the young squire,* he still acted in the 
capacity of minister to the caprice and vengeance 
of his mother, taking all opportunities of disturb- 
ing Julia's peace, slandering her reputation, and 
committing outrages against the tenants and 
domestics of her husband, who was a man of a 
quiet and thnorous disposition. 

But the chief amusement of young Pickle, in 
his later years, was the chase, in which he acquired 
some renown by his intrepidity and remarkable 
figure, which improved every day in deformity ; 
insomuch, as to suggest a ludicrous scheme, of 
revenge to a gentleman in the neighbourhood. 
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Having been affironted by the insolence of Crook- 
back, he clothed a lame baboon that* was in his 
possession, in a dress that resembled the hunting 

■ equipage of Gam ; and ordering the animal to 
be set astride, and tied upon the back of his 
keenest hunter, turned them out one day after 
the hounds. The horse in a little time out- 
stripping all the rest in the field, the rider was 
mistaken for Gam by the whole company, who 
saluted him as he passed ivith a halloo, observing, 
that the squire had his usual good luck in being 
better mounted than his neighbours. Pickle 
afterwards appearing in his o%vn person created 

•great astonishment in the spectators, one of 
whom asked if he had split himself in twain, and 
pointed out his representative, who was by this 
' time almost up with the hounds ; iipon which, 
the identical Gam went in pursuit of the impos- 
tor. When he overtook him, he was so much 
enraged at the counterfeit, that he attacked the 
baboon, whip in hand, and, in all probability, 
would have sacrificed him to his resentment, had 

• not he been prevented by the other fox-hunters. 
They inteiposed, in order to make up the differ- 
ence betwixt two brothers of the sport ; and were 
equally surprised and diverted when they dis- 

'linguished the quality of Crookback*s antagonist, 

• which they rescued from his rage, and reconveyed 
^ to its master. 

Peregrine, at the request of his friend Jack, 
took charge of his aunt's funeral, to which his 
parents were invited, though they did not think 
proper to appear, or pay the least regard to his 

'solicitations, when he desired permission to wait 
upon them in person. Nevertheless, old Gama- 

!liel, at the instigation of his wife, afterwards 
obtained an order from Doctors* Commons, 
obliging Hatchway to produce the will of his 
wife, on the supposition that she had bequeathed 

' to him some part of the money which, he knew, 
was at her own disposal. But from this step he 

■ reaped no other satisfaction than that of finding 
'bimself altogether neglected by the testatrix, who 

had left all her effects to her husband, except one 
-thousand pounds, with her jewels, to Julia's 
; daughter, the benefaction mentioned in the lieu- 
tenant's letter, and some inconsiderable legacies 
to her favourite domestics. 
, A few days after the interment of this good 
;lady, our hero was agreeably surprised with a 
visit from his friend Godfrey, who had come to 
England in consequence of that promotion which 
he owed to his interest, though the soldier him- 
self placed it to the credit of a certain courtier 
'who had formerly promised to befriend him, and 
now, finding his advancement unowned, very 
modestly arrogated the merit of it to himself. He 
communicated his ^ood fortune to Pickle, who. 
complimented him upon it as an event of which 
he had no precognition ; and at the same time 
told him, that, in consequence of his preferment, 
'his cousin at Windsor had consented to his being 
, immediately united in the bands of wedlock with 
his lovely Sophy ; that the wedding-day was 
already fixed ; and that nothing would be want- 
ing to his happiness, if Peregrine would honour 
the nuptials with his presence. 



Our hero accepted the invitation with great 
eagerness when he learned that Emilia would be 
there in quality of bride-maid ; and now repeated 
what, he had formerly written to his friend, 
namely, that he was not only willing, but ex- 
tremely impatient, to atone for his mad behaviour 
to that young lady, by laying himself and his 
whole fortune at her feet. Godfrey thanked him 
for his honourable intention, and promised to 
use his influence, and that of Sophy, in his 
behalf, though he seemed dubious of their suc- 
cess, on account of his sister's delicacy, which 
could not pardon the least shadow of disrespect. 
He owned, indeed, he was not certain that she 
would appear in the same company with Pickle : 
but as she had' made no stipulations on that 
score, he would inteipret her silence in the most 
favourable manner, and keep her in ignorance of 
his desig^i until she should find it too late to 
retract with any decency. Tlie hope of seeing 
and conversing with Emilia, and, perhaps, of 
being reconciled to her, after having suffered so 
much and so long from her displeasure, raised 
a tumult of ideas in Iiis breast, and produced 
a strange inquietude of joy and perturbation. 
Gauntlet, having stayed with him a few days, 
and signified the lime appointed for his espousals, 
took his leave, in order to prepare for the occa- 
sion ; while Peregrine, with his friend Hatchway, 
made a tour among his acquaintance in the 
country, with a view of soimding their inclina- 
tions touching a project which he had lately 
conceived, of offermg himself as a candidate for 
a certain borough in the neighbourhood, at the 
ensuing election for members of parliament. 

This scheme, which was suggested to him by 
one of his quality patrons, would have succeeded 
according to his wish, had the election taken place 
immediately ; but, before that happened, his in- 
terest was over-balanced by some small accidents 
that will be recorded in the sequel. In the mean 
time he repaired to Windsor, on the eve of his 
friend's marriage, and understood from Godfrey, 
that it was with the utmost difficulty he and Sophy 
could prevail upon his sister to be present at the 
wedding, when she was informed that her lover 
was invited ; and that her consent had not been 
obtained until they had promised, on the part of 
Peregrine, that he should not renew the old topic, 
nor even speak to her in the style of a former 
acquaintance. 

Our young gentleman was nettled at this pre- 
liminary, to which, however, he said he would 
adhere ; and so well did he think himself forti- 
fied with pride and resentment, that he resolved 
to behave towards her with such indifference, as 
would, he hoped, mortify her vanity, and there- 
by punish her for the implacability of her dis- 
position. Armed with these sentiments, he was 
next day introduced by Godfrey to the bride, who 
received him with her usual sweetness of temper 
and affability ; and Emilia being present, he 
saluted her with a distant bow, which she ac- 
knowledged with a cold courtesy, and an aspect 
of ice. Though this deportment confirmed his 
displeasure, her beauty undermined his resolution: 
he thought her charms were infinitely improved 
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since their last parting; and a thousand f(nid 
images recurring to his imagination, he felt his 
whole soul dissolving into tenderness and love. 

In order to banish those dangerous ideas, he 
endeavoured to enter into a gay conversation with 
Sophy on the subject of the approaching cere- 
mony ; but his tongue performed its office awk- 
wardly ; his eyes were attracted towards Emilia, 
as if they had been subject to the power of fascin- 
ation ; in spite of all his efforts, a deep sigh escaped 
from his bosom ; and his whole appearance indi- 
cated anxiety and confusion. The bridegroom, 
perceiving his condition, abridged the visit, and 
having conducted his companion to his own lodg- 
ings, expressed his concern at having been the 
innocent occasion of his uneasiness, by exposing 
him to the sight of Emilia, which, he perceived, 
had given him pain. Peregrine, who had by this 
time re-collected the dictates of his pride, assured 
him that he was very much mistaken in the cause 
of his disorder, which was no other than a sudden 
qualm, to which he had been for some time sub- 
ject ; and to show him how philosophically he 
could bear the disdain of Emilia, which, with all 
deference to her conduct, he could not help think- 
ing a little too severe, he desired, as the bride- 
groom had made preparation for a private ball in 
the evening, that he would provide him with an 
agi'eeablcpartner ; in which case he would exhibit 
undoubted proofs of the tranquillity of his heart. 
** I was in hopes," answered Godfrey, " of being 
able, with the assistance of Sophy, to make up 
matters between you and my sister, and for that 
reason kept her unengaged to any other gentle- 
man for the night ; but since she was so peevishly 
obstinate, I shall take care to accommodate you 
with a veiy handsome young lady, whose partner 
will not be sorry to exchange her for Emilia," 

The thoughts of having an opportunity to 
coquet with another woman under the eye of 
this implacable mistress, supported his spirits 
during the ceremony which put Gauntlet in pos- 
session of his heart's desire ; and, by means of 
this cordial, he found himself so undisturbed at 
dinner, though he sat opposite to his fair enemy, 
that he was able to pass some occasional jokes 
upon the new-married couple with some appear- 
ance of mirth and good-humour. Nor did Emily 
any otherwise seem affected by his presence, than 
by excepting him from the participation of those 
genial regards which she distributed to the rest 
of the company. This easinesss of behaviour on 
her side reinforced his resolution, by giving him 
pretence to call her sensibility in question ; for he 
could not conceive how anv woman of acute feel- 
ings could sit unmoved, m presence of a man 
with whom she had such recent and intimate 
connection ; not considering that she had much 
more reason to condemn his affectation of uncon- 
cern, and that her external deportment might, like 
his own, be an effort of pride and resentment. 

This contest, in point of dissimulation, con- 
tinued till night, when the company was paired 
for dancing, and Peregrine began the ball by 
walking a minuet with the bride ; then he took 
out the young lady to whom he was recommended 
by Gauntlet, being very well pleased to see that 



her person was such that might have inspired 
even Emily herself with jealousy ; though, at the 
same time, he perceived his mistress coupled with 
a gay young officer, whom, with all due deference 
to his own qualifications, he considered as no 
despicable rival. However, he himself first began 
hostilities, by becoming all of a sudden particular 
with his partner, whom he forthwith assailed 
with flattering compliments, that soon introduced 
the subject of love, upon which he expatiated with 
great art and elocution, using not only the faculty 
of speech, but also the language of the eyes, in 
which he was a perfect connoisseur. 

This behaviour soon manifested itself to the 
whole assembly, the greatest part of whom) 
believed that he was in good earnest captivated 
by the charms of his partner; while Emilia,' 
penetrating into his design, turned his own ar- 
tillery upon himself, by seeming to listen with 
pleasure to the addresses of his rival, who was 
no novice in the art of making love : she even 
affected uncommon vivacity, and giggled aloud at 
every whisper which he conveyed into her ear ; 
insomuch that she, in her turn, afforded speculation 
to the company, who imagined the youns^ soldier 
had made a conquest of the bridegroonrs sister.' 
Pickle himself began to cherish the same opinion, | 
which gradually invaded his good-humour, and, at 
length, filled his bosom with rage. He strove to 
suppress his indignation, and called every con- 
sideration of vanity and revenge to his aid : he 
endeavoured to wean his eyes from the fatal object 
that disturbed him, but they would not obey his 
direction and command ; he wished himself de- 
prived of all sensation, when he heard her laugh 
and saw her smile upon the officer ; and, in the 
course of country-dancing, when he was obliged 
to join hands with her, the touch thrilled through 
all his nerves, and kindled a flame within him 
which he could not contain. In a word, his 
endeavours to conceal the situation of his thoughts 
were so violent, that his constitution could not 
endure the shock ; the sweat ran down his fore- 
head in a stream, the colour vanished from his 
cheeks, his knees began to totter, and his eye* 
sight to fail ; so that he must have fallen at his 
full length upon the floor, had not he retired very 
abruptly into another room, where he threw him** 
self upon a couch, and fainted. 

In this condition he was found by his friend, ' 
who, seeing him withdraw with such symptoms 
of disorder, followed him thither ; and, when he 
recovered the use of his faculties, pressed him 
to make use of a bed in that house, rather than 
expose himself in the night air, by going home to 
his own lodgings ; but not being able to prevail 
upon him to accept the offer, he wrapped him up 
in a cloak, and, conducting him to the inn where 
he lodged, helped him to undress and go to bed, 
where he was immediately seized with a violent 
fit of the ague. Godfrey behaved with great 
tenderness, and would have actually borne him 
company all night, notwithstanding the circum- 
stances of his own situation, had not his friend 
insisted upon his returning to the company, and 
making his apology to his partner for his sudden 
departure. This was a step absolutely necessary 
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towards maintaining the quiet of the assembly, 
-which he found in great consternation, occasioned 
by his absence ; for some of the ladies, seeing the 
bridegroom follow the stranger in his retreat, the 
meaning of which they did not comprehend, began 
to l>e afraid of a quarrel. Emilia, upon pretence 
of that supposition, was so much alarmed, that 
she could not stand, and was fain to have recourse 
to a smelling-bottle. 

The bride, ^Yho understood the whole mystery, 
was the only person that acted with deliberation 
and composure : she imputed Emilia's disorder 
to the right cause, which was no other than con- 
cern for the condition of her lover; and assured 
the ladies there was nothing extraordinary in Mr. 
Pickle's going off, he being subject to fainting-fits, 
by ivhich he was often overtaken without any 
previous notice. The arrival of Gauntlet con- 
firmed the ti-uth of this declaration ; he made an 
apology to the company in the name of his friend, 
who, he told them, was suddenly taken ill ; and 
they returned to their diversion of dancing with 
this variation : Emilia was so disordered and 
fatigued, that she begged to be excused from con- 
tinuing the exercise ; and Peregrine's partner, 
being disengaged, was paired with the young 
officer, for whom she was originally designed. 
Meanwhile, the bride withdrew into another 
apartment with her sister, and expostulated with 
her upon her cruelty to Mr. Pickle, assuring her, 
from Godfrey's information, that he had under- 
gone a severe fit on her account, which, in all 
likelihood, would have a dangerous effect upon 
his constitution. Though Emily was inflexible 
in her answers to the kind remonstrances of the 
gentle Sophy, her heart was melting with the 
impressions of pity and love ; and, finding herself 
unable to perform the duty of her function, in 
putting the bride to bed, she retired to her own 
chamber, and, in secret, sympathized with the 
distemper of her lover. 

In the morning, as early as decency would 
permit him to leave the arms of his dear wife. 
Captain Gauntlet made a visit to Peregrine, who 
had passed a very tedious and uneasy night, 
having been subject to short intervals of delirium, 
during which Pipes had found it very difficult to 
keep him fast belayed. He owned indeed to 
Godfrey, that his imagination had been haunted 
by the ideas of Emilia and her officer, which tor- 
mented him to- an unspeakable degree of anguish 
and distraction ; and that he would rather suffer 
death than a repetition of such excruciating reflec- 
tions. He was, however, comforted by his friend, 
who assured him that his sister's inclinations would 
in time prevail over all the endeavours of resent- 
ment and pride, illustrating this asseveration 
by an account of the manner in which she was 
affected Ly the knowledge of his . disorder, and 
advising him to implore the mediation of Sophy, 
in a letter which she should communicate to 
Emilia. 

This was an opportunity which our hero thought 
too favourable to be neglected : calling for paper, 
he sat up in his bed ; and, in the first transports 
of liis emotion, wrote the following petition to 
Godfrey's amiable wife : — 



" Dear Madam, — llie affliction of a contrite heart can 
never appeal to your benevolence in vain, and therefore I 
presume to approach you, in this season of delieht, with 
the language of sorrow, requesting that you will essponse 
the cause of an unhappy^ lov«r, who mourns with unutter* 
able anguish over his ruined hope, and intercede for my 
pardon with that divine creature, whom, in the intemper- 
ance and excess of passion, I have so mortally ofTended. 
Good heaven ! is my ^uilt inexpiable Y Am I excluded 
from all hope of remission ? Am I devoted to misery and 
despair ? I have oflfered all the atonement which the most 
perfect and sincere penitence could suggest, and she re- 
jects my humility and repentance. If her resentment 
would pursue me to the grave, let her signify her pleasure ; 
and may I be branded with the name of villain, and re- 
membered with infamy and detestation to all posterity, if 
I hesitate one moment in sacrificing a life which is odious 
to Emilia. All ! madam, while I thus pour forth the 
effusions of my ^rief and distraction, I look around the 
apartment in which I lie, and every well-known object 
that salutes my view recalls to my remembrance that fond* 
that happy day, on which the fair, the good, the tender- 
hearted Sophy became my advocate, though I was a 
stranger to tier acquaintance, and effected a transporting 
reconciliation between^ me and that same enchanting 
beauty, that is now so implacably incensed. If she is not 
satisfied with the pangs of remorse and disappointment, 
the transports of madness I have undergone, let her pre- 
scribe what farther penance she thinks I ought to endure ; 
and when 1 d^ecline her sentence, let me be the object of 
her eternal disdain. 

" I commit myself, dear madam ! dear^ Sophy ! dear 
partner of my friend ! to your kind interposition. I know 
you will manage my cause as a concern on which my 
happiness entirely depends ; and I hope everything from 
your compassion and beneficence, while I fear everything 
from her rigour and barbarity. Yes ! I call it barbaritj*, 
a savageness of delicacy altogether inconsistent with the 
tenderness of human nature ; and may the most abject 
contempt be my portion if I live under its scourge ! But 
I begin to rave. I conjure you by your own humanity 
and sweetness of disposition, I conjure you by your love 
for the man whom Heaven hath decreed your protector. 
to employ your influence with that angel of wrath, in 
behalf of your obliged and obedient servant, 

" P. PiCKLK." 



This epistle was immediately transmitted by 
Godfrey to his wife, who perused it with marks 
of the most humane sympathy ; and, carrying it 
into her sister's chamber, ** Here is something," 
said she, presenting the paper, "which I must 
recommend to your serious attention." Emilia, 
who immediately guessed the meaning of this 
address, absolutely refused to look upon it, or 
even to hear it read, till her brother, entering 
her apartment, reprimanded her sharply for her 
obstinacy and pride, accused her of folly and 
dissimulation, and entered so warmly into the 
interests of his friend, that she thought him un* 
kind in his remonstrances, and, bursting into a 
flood of tears, reproached him with partiality and 
want of affection. Godfrey, who entertained the 
most perfect love and veneration for his sister* 
asked pardon for having given offence, and, kiss- 
ing the drops from her fair eyes, begged she 
would, for his sake, listen to the declaration of 
his friend. 

Thus solicited, she could not refuse to hear the 
letter, which, when he had repeated, she lamented 
her own fate in being the occasion of so much un- 
easiness ; desired htir brother to assure Mr. Fickle 
that she was not a voluntary enemy to his peace ; 
on the contrary, she wished him all happiness ; 
though she hoped he would not blame her for con- 
sulting her own, in avoiding any future explanation 
or connection with a person whose correspondence 
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she found herself under a necessity to renounce. 
In vain did the new-married couple exhaust their 
eloquence, in attempting to prove that the repar- 
ation which our hero had offered was adequate 
to the injury she had sustained : that in recon- 
ciling herself to a penitent lover, who subscribed 
to her own terms of submission, her honour would 
be acquitted by the most scrupulous and severe 
judges of decorum; and that her inflexibility 
would be justly ascribed to the pride and insen- 
sibility of her heart. She turned a deaf ear to 
all their arguments, exhortations, and entreaties, 
and threatened to leave the house immediately, 
if they would not promise to drop that subject 
of discourse. 

Godfrey, very much chagrined at the bad success 
of his endeavours, returned to his friend, and 
made as favourable a report of the affair as the 
nature of his conversation with Emilia would per- 
mit ; but as he could not avoid mentioning her 
resolution in the close. Peregrine was obliged to 
drink again the bitter draught of disappointment, 
which put his passions into such a state of agita- 
tion, as produced a short ecstasy of despair, in 
which he acted a thousand extravagances. This 
paroxysm, however, soon subsided into a settled 
reserve of gloomy resentment, which he in secret 
indulged, detaching himself as soon as possible 
from the company of the soldier, on pretence of 
retiring to rest. 

While he lay ruminating upon the circum- 
stances of his present situation, his friend Pipes, 
who knew the cause of his anxiety, and firmly 
believed that Emilia loved his master in her heart, 
howsoever she might attempt to disguise her senti- 
ments ; I say, Thomas was taken with a conceit 
which he thought would set everything to rights, 
and therefore put it in execution without further 
delay. Laying aside his hat, he ran directly to 
the house of Sophy's father, and affecting an air of 
surprise and consternation, to which he had never 
before been subject, thundered at the door with 
such an alarming knock, as in a moment brought 
the whole family into the hall. When he was 
admitted, he began to gape, stare, and pant at 
the same time, and made no reply, when Godfrey 
asked what was the matter, till Mrs. Gauntlet 
expressed her apprehensions about his master. 
When Pickle's name was mentioned, he seemed 
to make an effort to speak, and-in a bellowing 
tone pronounced, ** Brought himself up, split my 
topsails ! " So saying, he pointed to his own neck, 
and rose upon his tiptoes, by way of explaining 
the meaning of his words. 

Godfrey^ without staying to ask another ques- 
tion, rushed out, and flew towards the inn with 
the utmost horror and concern ; while Sophy, 
who did not rightly understand the language of 
the messenger, addressing herself to him a second 
time, said, with great earnestness, "I hope no 
accident has hixppened to Mr. Pickle!" — **No 
accident at all," replied Ton*; **he has only 
hanged himself for love ! " These words had 
scarce proceeded from his mouth, when Emilia, 
who stood listening at the parlour door, shrieked 
aloud, and dropped down senseless upon the 
ftoor ; while hef sister, who w^s almost equally 



shocked at the intelligence, had recourse to the 
assistance of her maid, by whom she was sup- 
ported from falling. . Pipes, hearing Emily's voice, 
congratulated himself upon the success of his 
stratagem. He sprang to her assistance, and, 
lifting her up into an easy-chair, stood by her 
until he saw her recover from her swoon, and 
heard her call upon his master's name with all 
the frenzy of despairing love. Then he bent his 
course back to the inn, overjoyed at the oppor- 
tunity of telling Peregrine what a confession he 
had extorted from his mistress, and extremely vain 
of this proof of his own sagacity. 

In the mean time, Godfrey, arriving at the 
house in which he supposed this fatal catastrophe 
had happened, ran upstairs to Peregrine's cham- 
ber, without staying to make any inquiry below ; 
and, finding the door locked, burst it open with 
one stroke of his foot. But what was his amaze- 
ment, when, upon entrance, our hero, starting 
up from the bed, saluted him with a boisterous 
exclamation of "Zounds! who's there?" He 
was struck dumb with astonishment, which also 
riveted him to the place where he stood, scarce 
crediting the testimony of his own senses, till 
Peregrine, with an air of discontent, which de- 
noted him displeased with his intrusion, dispelled 
his apprehension by a second address, saying, 
*'I see you consider me as a friend, by your 
using me without ceremony." The soldier, thus 
convinced of the falsehood of the information he 
had received, began to imagine that Pickle had 
projected the plan which was executed by his 
servant ; and, looking upon it as a piece of 
unjustifiable finesse, which might be attended 
with very melancholy consequences to his sister 
or wife, be answered, in a supercilious tone, that 
Mr. Pickle must blame himself for the interrup- 
tion of liis repose, which was entirely owing to 
the sorry jest he had set on foot. , 

Pickle, who was the child of passion, and more 
than half mad with impatience before this visit, 
hearing himself treated in such a cavalier manner, 
advanced close up to Godfrey's breast ; and, 
assuming a stern, or rather frantic countenance, 
"Hark ye, sir," said he, **you are mistaken if 
you think I jest ; I am in downright earnest, I 
assure you." Gauntlet, who was not a man to 
be browbeaten, seeing himself thus bearded by a 
person of whose conduct he had, he thought, 
reason to complain, put on his military look of 
defiance, and, erecting his chest, replied with an 
exalted voice, **Mr. Pickle, whether you were 
in jest or earnest, you must give me leave to tell 
you, that the scheme was childish, unseasonable, 
and unkind, not to give it a harsher term."— 
"Death, sir ! " cried our adventurer, "you trifle 
with my disquiet ; if there is any meaning in your 
insinuation, es^plain yourself, and then I shall 
know what answer it will befit me to give." — "I 
came with very different sentiments," resumed 
the soldier ; " but since you urge me to expostu- 
lation, and behave with such unprovoked loftiness 
of displeasure, I will, without circumlocution, 
tax you with having committed an outrage upon 
the peace of my family, in sending your fellow 
to alarm us with such an abrupt account pf your 
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having done violence upon yourself." Peregrine, 
confounded at this imputation, stood silent, with 
a most savage aspect of surprise, eager to know 
the circumstance to which his accuser alluded, 
and incensed to find it beyond the sphere of his 
comprehension. 

While these two irritated friends stood fronting 
each other with mutual indignation in their eyes 
and attitudes, they were joined by Pipes, who, 
without taking the least notice of the situation 
in which he found them, told his master, that he 
might up with the top-gallant masts of his heart, 
and out with his rejoicing pendants ; for as to 
Mrs. Emily, he had clappSiher helm a- weather, 
the vessel wore, and now she was upon the other 
tack, standing right into the harbour of his good- 
will. Peregrine, who was not yet a connoisseur 
in the terms of his lacquey, commanded him, 
upon pain of his displeasure, to be more explicit 
in his intelligence ; and, by dint of divers ques- 
tions, obtained a perfect knowledge of the 
scheme which he had put in execution for his 
service. This information perplexed him not a 
little : he would have chastised his servant upon 
the spot for his temerity, had he not plainly per- 
ceived that the fellow's intention was to promote 
his ease and satisfaction ; and, on the other 
hand, he knew not how to acquit himself of the 
suspicion which he saw Godfrey entertain of his 
being the projector of the plan, without conde- 
scending to an explanation, which his present 
disposition could not brook. After some pause, 
however, turning to Pipes with a severe frown, 
** Rascal ! " said he, '* this is the second time I 
have suffered in the opinion of that lady by your 
ignorance and presumption : if ever you inter- 
meddle in my affairs for the future, without ex- 
press order and direction, by all that's sacred, I 
will put you to death without mercy I Away, 
and let my horse be saddled this instant." 

Pipes having withdrawn in order to perform 
this piece of duty, our young gentleman, address- 
ing himself again to the soldier, and laying his 
hand upon his breast, said, with a solemnity of 
regard, '* Captain Gauntlet, upon my honour I 
am altogether innocent of that shallow device 
which you impute to my invention ; an.l I don't 
think you do justice either to my intellects or 
honour, in supposing me capable of such insolent 
absurdity. As for your sister, I have once in 
my life affronted her in the madness and im- 
petuosity of desire ; but I have made such ac- 
knowledgments, and offered such atonement, as 
few women of her sphere would have refused ; 
and, before God 1 I am determined to endure 
every torment of disappointment and despair, 
rather than prostrate myself again to the cruelty 
of her unjustifiable pride. " So saying, he stalked 
suddenly downstairs, and took horse immediately, 
his spirit being supported by resentment, which 
prompted him to vow within himself, that he 
would seek consolation for the disdain of Emilia 
in the possession of the first willing wench he 
should meet upon the road. 

While he set out for the garrison with these 
sentiments, Gauntlet, in a suspense between 

anger, shame, and concern, returned to the 



house of his father-in-law, where he found, his 
sister still violently acitated from the news of 
Peregrine's death ; the mystery of which he 
forthwith unravelled, recounting at the same 
time the particulars of the conversation which 
had happened at the inn, and describing the 
demeanour of Pickle with some expressions of 
asperity, which were neither i^eeable to Emilia, 
nor approved by the gentle Sophy, who tenderly 
chid him for allowing Peregrine to depart in 
terms of misunderstanding. 



CHAPTER LXXXVII. 

Peregrine sets out for the Garrison, and meets with a 
Nymph of the Road, whom he takes into keeping, and 
metamorphoses into a fine Lady. 

In the mean time, our hero jogged along in a 
profound reverie, which was disturbed by a beg- 
gar-woman and her daughter, who solicited him 
for alms, as he passed them on the road. The 
girl was about the age of sixteen, and, notwith- 
standing the wretched equipage in which she 
appeared, exhibited to his view a set of agreeable 
features, enlivened with the complexion of health 
and cheerfulness. The resolution 1 have already 
mentioned was still warm in his imagination ; 
and he looked upon this young mendicant as a 
very proper object for the performance of his 
vow. He therefore entered into a conference 
with the mother, and for a small sum of money 
purchased her property in the wench, who did 
not require much courtship and entreaty before 
she consented to accompany him to any place 
that he should appoint for her habitation. 

This contract being settled to his satisfaction, 
he ordered Pipes to seat his acquisition behind 
him upon the crupper ; and, alighting at the first 
public-house which they found upon the road, 
he wrote a letter to Hatchway, desiring him to 
receive this hedge innamorata, and direct her to 
be cleaned and clothed in a decent manner with 
all expedition, so tliat she should be touchable 
upon his arrival, which, on that account, he 
would defer for the space of one day. This 
billet, together with the girl, he committed to the 
charge of Pipes, after having laid strong injunc- 
tions upon him to abstain from all attempts upon 
her chastity, and ordered him to make the best 
of his way to the garrison, while he himself 
crossed the country to a market-town, where he 
proposed to spend the night. 

Tom, thus cautioned, proceeded with his 
charge, and being naturally taciturn, opened not 
his lips until he had performed the best half of 
his journey. But Thomas, notwithstanding his 
irony appearance, was in reality composed of 
flesh and blood. His desire being titillated by 
the contact of a buxom wench, whose right arm 
embraced his middle as he rode, his thoughts 
began to mutiny against his master, and he found 
it almost impossible to withstand the temptation 
of making love. Nevertheless, he wrestled with 
these rebellious suggestions with all the reason 
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that Heaven had enabled him to exert ; and that 
being totally overcome, his victorious passion 
suddenly broke out in this address : 

** 'S blood ! I believe master thinks I have no 
more stuff in my body than a dried haddock, to 
turn me adrift in the dark with such a spanker. . 
D'ye think he don*t, my dear ? " To this ques- 
tion his fellow-traveller replied, ** S wanker, 
Bnan ! " And the lover resumed his suit, saying, 
* * Oons ! how you tickle my timber ! Some- 
thing shoots from your arm, through my stow- 
age, to the very keel-stone. IIan*t you got 
quicksilver in your hand?" — "Quicksilver!" 

said the lady, ** d the silver that has crossed 

ray hand this month ; d'ye think, if I had silver, 
I shouldn't buy me a smock?" — "Adsooks! 
you baggage," cried the lover, "you shouldn't 
want a smock nor a petticoat neither, if you 
could have a kindness for a true-hearted sailor, 
as sound and strong as a nine-inch cable, that 
would keep all clear above board, and everything 
snug under the hatches." — ** Curse your gum,* 
said the charmer? "what's your gay balls and 
your hatchets to me? " — "Do but let us bring- 
to a little," answered the wooer, whose appetite 
\Vas by this time whetted to a most ravenous 
degree, " and I'll teach you to box the compass, 

my dear. Ah ! you strapper, what a jolly b 

you are ! " — "B I " exclaimed this modem 

dulcinea, incensed at the opprobrious term, 

"such a b as your mother, you dog! 

D you, I've a good mind to box your jaws 

instead of your comepiss. I'll let you know as 
how I am meat for your master, you saucy 
blackguard. You are worse than a dog, you old 
flinty -faced, flea-bitten scrub : a dog wears his 
own coat, but you wear your master's." 

Such a torrent of disgmceful epithets from a 
person who had no clothes at all, converted the 
gallant's love into choler, and he threatened to 
dismount and bind her to a tree, when she should 
have a taste of his cat-o'-nine-tails athwart her 
quarters ; but instead of being intimidated by his 
menaces, she set him at defiance, and held forth 
with such a flow of eloquence, as would have 
entitled her to a considerable share of reputation, 
even among the njnnphs of Billingsgate : for this 
young lady, over and above a natural genius for 
altercation, had her talents cultivated among the 
venerable society of weeders, podders, and hop- 
pers, with whom she had associated from her 
tender years. No wonder, then, that she soon 
obtained a complete victory over Pipes, who, as 
the reader may have observed, was very little 
addicted to the exercise of speech : indeed, he 
was utterly disconcerted by her volubility of 
tongue ; and, being altogether unfurnished with 
answers to the distinct periods of her discourse, 
very wisely chose to save himself the expense of 
breath and argument, by giving her a full swing 
of cable, so that she might bring herself up ; 
while he rode onwards in silent composure, 
without taking any more notice of his fair fellow- 
traveller than if she had been his master's cloak- 
bag. 

' In spite of all the despatch he could make, it 
was late before he arrived at the garrison, where 



he delivered the letter and the lady to the lieu- 
tenant, who no sooner understood the intention 
of his friend, than he ordered all the tubs in the 
house to be carried into the hall and filled with 
water. Tom, having provided himself with 
swabs and brushes, divested the fair stranger of 
her variegated drapery, which was immediately 
committ^ to the flames, and performed upon 
her soft and sleek person the ceremony of scrub- 
bing, as it is practised on board of the king's 
ships of war. Yet the nymph herself did not 
submit to this purification without repining. 
She cursed the director, who was upon the spot, 
with many abusive allusions to his wooden leg ; 
and as for Pipes, the operator, she employed 
her talons so effectually upon his face that the 
blood ran over his nose in sundry streams ; and 
next morning, when those rivulets were dry, his 
countenance resembled the rough bark of a 
plum-tree plastered with gum. Nevertheless, 
he did his duty with great perseverance, cut off 
her hair close to the scalp, handled his brushes 
with dexterity, applied his swabs of different 
magnitude and- texture, as the case required; 
and, lastly, rinsed the whole body with a dozen 
pails of cold water, discharged upon her head. 

These ablutions being executed, he dried her 
with towels, accommodated her with a clean 
shift, and, acting the part of a valet-de-chambre, 
clothed her from head to foot in clean, decent 
apparel which had belonged to Mre. Hatchway ; 
by which means her appearance was altered so 
much for the better, that when Peregrine arrived 
next day, he could scarce believe his own eyes. 
He was, for that reason, extremely well pleased 
with his purchase, and now resolved to indulge a 
whim which seized him at the very instant of his 
arrival. 

He had, as I believe the reader will readily 
allow, made considerable progress in the study 
of character, from the highest rank to the most 
humble station of life, and found it diversified in 
the same manner through every degree of subor- 
dination and precedency : nay, he moreover ob- 
served that the conversation of those who are 
dignified with the appellation of polite company 
is neither more editing nor entertaining than 
that which is met with among the lower classes 
of mankind ; and that the only essential differ- 
ence, in point of demeanour, is the form of an 
education, which the meanest capacity can acquire 
without much study or application. Possessed of 
this notion, he determineSi to take the you^g men- 
dicant under his own tutorage and instruction ; 
in consequence of which he hoped he should, in 
a few weeks, be able to produce her in company 
as an accomplished young lady of uncommon wit 
and an excellent understanding. 

This extravagant plan he forthwith began to 
execute with great eagerness and industry ; and 
his endeavours succeeded even beyond his ex- 
pectation. The obstacle, in the surmounting of 
which he found the greatest difficulty, was an 
inveterate habit of swearing, which had been 
indulged firom her infancy, and confirmed by the 
example of those among whom she had lived. 
However, she had the rudiments of good sense 
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from nature, which taught her to listen to whole- 
some advice, and was so docile as to comprehend 
and retain the lessons which her governor recom- 
mended to her attention ; insomuch, that he 
ventured in a few days to present her at table 
among a set of country squires, to whom she was 
introduced as niece to the lieutenant. In that 
capacity she sat with becoming easiness of mien, 
for she was as void of the mauvaise honte as any 
duchess in the land ; bowed very graciously to 
the compliments of the gentlemen ; and though 
she said little or nothing, because she was pre- 
viously cautioned on that score, she more than 
once gave way to laughter, and her mirth hap- 
pened to be pretty well timed. In a word, she 
attracted the applause and admiration of the 
guests, who, after she was withdrawn, compli- 
mented Mr. Hatchway upon the beauty, breeding, 
and good-humour of his kinswoman. 

But what contributed more than any other cir- 
cumstance to her speedy improvement was some 
small insight into the primer, which she had 
acquired at a day-school during the life of her 
father, who was a day-labourer in the country. 
Upon this foundation did Peregrine build a most 
elegant superstructure : he culled out choice sen- 
tences from Shakspeare, Otway, and Pope, and 
taught her to repeat them with an emphasis and 
theatrical cadence : he then instructed her in the 
names and epithets of the most celebrated players, 
which he directed her to pronounce occasionally 
with an air of careless familiarity ; and, perceiv- 
ing that her voice was naturally clear, he enriched 
it with remnants of opera tunes, to be hummed 
during a pause in conversation, which is generally 
supplied with the circulation of a pinch of snuff. 
By means of this cultivation she became a won- 
derful proficient in the polite graces of the age ; 
she with great facility comprehended the scheme 
of whist, though cribbage was her favourite game, 
with which she had amused herself in her vacant 
hours from her first entrance into the profession 
of hopping ; and brag soon grew familiar to her 
practice and conception. 

Thus prepared,, she was exposed to the com- 
pany of her own sex, being first of all visited by 
the parson's daughter, who could not avoid 
showing that civility to Mr. Hatchway's niece 
after she had made her public appearance at 
church. Mrs. Clover, who had a great share of 
penetration, could not help entertaining some 
doubts about this same relation, whose name she 
had never heard the uncle mention during the 
whole term of her residence at the garrison ; but 
as the young lady was treated in that charac- 
ter, she would not refuse her acquaintance ; and, 
after having seen her at the castle, actually in- 
vited Miss Hatchway to her house. In short, she 
made a progress through almost all the families in 
the neighbourhood, and by dint of her quotations, 
which, by the bye, were not always judiciously 
used, she passed for a sprightly young lady of 
uncommon learning and taste. 

Peregrine, having in this manner initiated her 
in the beau vtonde of the country, conducted her 
to London, where she was provided with private 
lodgings and a female attendant; and put her 



immediately under the tuition of his valet-de- 
chambre, who had orders to instruct her in danc- 
ing and the French language. He attended her 
to plays and concerts tliree or four times a week ; 
and when our hero thought her sufficiently accus- 
tomed to the sight of great company, he squired 
her in person to a public assembly, and danced 
with her among all the gay ladies of fashion ; not 
but that there was still an evident air of rusticity 
and awkwardness in her demeanour, which was 
interpreted into an agreeable wildness of spirit 
superior to the forms of common breeding. He 
afterwards found means to make her acquainted 
with some distinguished patterns of her own sex, 
by whom she was admitted into the most elegant 
parties, and continued to make good her preten- 
sions to gentility with great circumspection. But 
one evening, being at cards with a certain lady, 
whom she detected in the very fact of imfair con- 
veyance, she taxed her roundly with the fraud, 
and brought upon herself such a torrent of sar- 
castic reproof as overbore all her maxims of 
caution, and burst open the floodgates of her own 
natural repartee, twanged off with the appellation 

of b and w , which she repeated with 

great vehemence, in an attitude of manual defi- 
ance, to the terror of her antagonist, and the 
astonishment of all present ; nay, to such an un- 
guarded pitch was she provoked, that, starting 
up, she snapped her fingers in testimony of 
disdain, and as she quitted the room, applied her 
hand to that part which was the last of her that 
disappeared, inviting the company to kiss it by 
one of its coarsest denominations. 

Peregrine was a little disconcerted at this over- 
sight in her behaviour, which, by the demon of 
intelligence, was in a moment conveyed to all the 
private companies in town ; so that she was abso- 
lutely excluded from all polite communication, 
and Peregrine, for the present, disgraced among 
the modest part of his female acquaintance, many 
of whom not only forbade him their houses, on 
account of the impudent insult he had committed 
upon their honour, as well as understanding, in 
palming a common trull upon them as a young 
lady. of birth and education; but also aspersed 
his family, by affirming that she was actually his 
own cousin-german, whom he had precipitately 
raised from the most abject state of humility 
and contempt.. In revenge for this calumny, our 
young gentleman explained the whole mystery 
of her promotion, together with the motives that 
induced him to bring her into the fashionable 
world ; and repeated among his companions the 
extravagant encomiums which had been bestowed 
upon her by the most discerning matronsof the age. 

Meanwhile, the infanta herself, being rebuked 
by her benefactor for this instance of misbe- 
haviour, promised faithfully to keep a stricter 
guard for the future over her conduct, and applied 
herself with great assiduity to her studies, in 
which she was assisted by the Swiss, who gradu- 
ally lost the freedom of his heart, while she was 
profiting by his instruction. In other words, she 
made a conquest of her preceptor, who, yielding 
to the instigations of the flesh, chose a proper 
opportunity to declare his passion, which was 
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powerfully recommended by his personal quali- 
fications; and his intentions being honourable, 
she listened to his proposals of espousing her in 
private. In consequence of this agreement, they 
made an elopement together ; and, being buckled 
at the Fleet, consummated their nuptials in private 
lodgings, by the Seven Dials, from which the 
husband next morning sent a letter to our hero, 
begging forgiveness for the clandestine step he 
had taken, which he solemnly protested was not 
owing to any abatement in his inviolable regard 
for his master, whom he should always honour 
and esteem to his latest breath, but entirely to 
the irresistible charms of the young lady, to whom 
he was now so happy as to be joined in the 
silken bonds of marriage. 

Peregrine, though at first offended at his valet's 
presumption, was, upon second thoughts, recon- 
ciled to the event, by which he was delivered 
from an encumbrance; for by this time he had 
performed his frolic, and began to be tired of his 
acquisition. He reflected on the former fidelity 
of the Swiss, which had been manifested in a 
long course of service and attachment ; and, 
thinking it would be cruelly severe to abandon 
him to poverty and distress for one venial trespass, 
he resolved to pardon what he had done, and 
enable him, in some shape, to provide for the 
family which he had entailed upon himself. 

With these sentiments, he sent a favourable 
answer to the delinquent, desiring to see him as 
soon as his passion should permit him to leave 
the arms of his spouse, for an hour or two ; and 
Hadgi, in obedience to this intimation, repaired 
immediately to the lodgings of his master, before 
whom he appeared with a most penitential aspect. 
Peregrine, though he could scarce help laughing 
at his rueful length of face, reprimanded him 
sharply for his disrespect and ingratitude in 
taking that by stealth which he might have had 
for asking. The culprit assured him, that, next 
to the vengeance of God, his master's displeasure 
was that which, of all evils, he dreaded to incur; 
but that love had distracted his bi'ain in such a 
manner, as to banish every other consideration 
but that of gratifying his desire ; and he owned, 
that he should not have been able to preserve his 
fidelity and duty to his own father, had they inter- 
fered with the interest of his passion. He then 
appealed to his master's own heart for the re- 
mission of his guilt, alluding to certain circum- 
stances of our hero's conduct, which evinced the 
desperate effects of love. In short, he made such 
an apology as extorted a smile from his offended 
judge, who not only forgave his transgression, 
but also promised to put him in some fair way of 
earning a comfortable subsistence. 

The Swiss was so much affected with this in- 
stance of generosity, that he fell upon his knees, 
and kissed his hand, praying to Heaven, with 
great fervour, to make him worthy of such good- 
ness and condescension. His scheme, he said, 
was to open a coffee-house and tavern in some 
creditable part of the town, in hopes of being 
favoured with the custom of a numerous acquaint- 
ance he had made among upper servants and 
reputable tradesmen, not doubting that his wife 



would be an ornament to his bar, and a careful 
manager of his affai rs. Peregrine approved of the 
plan, towards the execution of which he made him 
and his wife a present of five hundred pounds, 
together with a promise of erecting a weekly club 
among hi^ friends for the reputation and advan- 
tage of the house. . , I 
Hadgi was so transported with his good fortune, 
that he ran to Pipes, who was in the room, and 
having hugged him with great cordiality, and 
made his obedience to his master, hied him home 
to his bride, to communicate his happiness, cutting 
capers, and talking to himself all the way. 



CHAPTER LXXXVni. 

He is visited by Pallet — Contracts an Intiniacy with a 
Newmarket Nobleman — And is by the Knowing-ones 
taken in. 

This affair being settled, and our adventurer, for 
the present, free of all female connections, he 
returned to his former course of fast living among 
the bucks of the town, and performed innumer- 
able exploits among w s, bullies, rooks,* 

constables, and justices of the peace. In the 
midst of these occupations, he was one morning 
visited by his old fellow-traveller Pallet, whose 
appearance gave him equal surprise and concern. 
Though the weather was severe, he was clothed 
in the thin summer-dress which he had worn at 
Paris, and was now not only threadbare, but iii 
some parts actually patched ; his stockings, by a 
repetition of that practice known among econo- 
mists by the term of coaxing, hung like pudding- 
bags about his ankles ; his shiit, though new 
washed, was of the saffron hue, and in divers 
places appeared through the crannies of his 
breeches ; he had exchanged his own hair for a 
smoke-dried tie-periwig, which all the flour in 
his dredging-box had not been able to whiten ; 
his eyes were sunk, his jaws lengthened beyond 
their usual extension, and he seemed twenty years 
older than he looked when he and our hero 
parted at Rotterdam. In spite of all tliese evi- 
dences of decay, he accosted him with a meagre 
affectation of content and good-humour, struggled 
piteously to appear gay and unconcerned, pro- 
fessed his joy at seeing him in England, excused 
himself for having delayed so long to come and 
present his respects ; alleging, that, since his 
return, he had been a mere slave to the satisfac- 
tion of some persons of quality and.taste, who 
had insisted upon his finishing some pieces with 
the utmost expedition. 

Peregrine received him with that compassion 
and complaisance which was natural to his dis- 
position ; inquired about the health of Mrs. Pallet 
and his family, and asked if his friend the doctor 
was in town. The painter seemed to have 
resumed his resentment against that gentleman, 
of whom he spoke in contemptuous terms. ** The 
doctor, "said ne, **is so much overshadowed with 
presumption and self-conceit, that his merit has 
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110 relief. It does not rise. There is no keeping 
in the picture, ray dear sir : all the same as if I 
were to represent the moon under a cloud ; there 
-will be nothing but a deep mass of shades \vith a 
little tiny speck of light in the middle, which 
-would only serve to make, as it were, the dark- 
ness visible. You understand me. Had he taken 
my advice, it might have been better for him ; 
but he's bigoted to his own opinion. You must 
know, Mr. Pickle, upon our return to England, 
i counselled him to compose a little, smart, clever 
ode upon my Cleopatra: as Gad shall judge me, 
I thought it would have been of some service, in 
helping him out of obscurity ; for you know, as 
Sir Richard observes, 

'Soon wiR that die, which adds thy fame to mine ; 
Let me then live, join'd to a work of thine.' 

"By the bye, there is a most picturesque 
contrast in these lines, of thy and me, living and 
dying, and thine and mine. Ah ! a pize upon it I 
Dick, after all, was the man. Ecod ! he rounded 
it off. But to return to this unhappy young man ; 
would you believe it, he tossed up his nose at 
my friendly proposal, and gabbled something in 
Greek, whicn is not worth repeating. The case 
was this, my dear sir, he was out of humour at 
the neglect of the world : he thought the poets 
of the age were jealous of his genius, and strove 
to crush it accordingly, while the rest of mankind 
wanted taste sufficient to discern it. For my own 
part, I profess myself one of these ; and, as the 
clown in Billy Shakspeare says of the courtier*s 
oath, had I sworn by the doctor's genius that the 
pancakes were naught, they might have been for 
all that very good, yet should not I have been 
forsworn. Let that be as it will, he retired from 
town in great dudgeon, and set up his rest near 
a hill in Derbyshire with two tops, resembling 
Parnassus, and a well at the bottom, which he 
had christened Hyp-o*-the-Green. Egad ! if he 
stays in that habitation, 'tis my opinion he'll soon 
grow green with the hip indeed. He'll be glad 
of an opportunity to return to the flesh-pots of 
Egypt, and pay his court to the slighted Queen 
Cleopatra. Ha J well remembered: by this 
light, you shall know, my good sir, that this same 
Egyptian princess has been courted by so many 
gallants of taste, that, as 1 hope to live, I found 
myself in some sort of dilemma, because in part- 
ing with her to one I should have disobliged all 
his rivals. Now a man would not choose to give 
offence to his friends ; at least I lay it down as a 
maxim to avoid the smallest appearance of in- 
gratitude. Perhaps I may be in the wrong ; but 
every man has his way. For this reason, 1 pro- 
posed to all the candidates that a lottery or raffle 
should be set on foot, by which every individual 
would have an equal chance for her good graces, 
and the prize be left to the decision of fortune. 
The scheme was mightily relished ; and the terms 
being such a trifle as half a guinea, the whole 
town crowded into my house, in order to sub- 
scribe. But there I was their humble servant. 
* Gentlemen, you must have a little patience till 
my own particular friends are served. Among 
that number I do myself the honour to consider 
Mr. Pickle. Here is a copy of the proposals j 



and if the list should be adorned with his name, 
1 hope, notwithstanding his merited success 
among the young ladies, he will for once be shun- 
ned by that little vixen called Miss Fortune ; he, 
he, he 1 ' " 

So saying, he bowed with a thousand apish 
congis^ and presented his paper to Peregrine, 
who, seeing the number of subscribers was limited 
to one hundred, said he thought him too moderate 
in his expectations, as he did not doubt his picture 
would be a cheap purchase at Ave hundred instead 
of fifty pounds, at which the price was fixed. To 
this unexpected remark Pallet answered, that 
among the connoisseurs he would not pretend to 
appraise his picture; but that in valuing his 
works he was obliged to have an eye to the 
Gothic ignorance of the age in which he lived. 
Our adventurer saw at once into the nature of 
this raffle, which was no other than a begging 
shift to dispose of a paltiy piece that he could 
not otherwise have sold for twenty shillings. 
However, far from shocking the poor man in 
distress by dropping the least hint of his conjec- 
ture, he desired to be favoured with six chances, 
if the circumstances of his plan would indulge 
him so far ; and the painter, after some hesita- 
tion, condescended to comply with his request, 
out of pure friendship and veneration ; though he 
observed, that in so doing he must exclude some 
of his most intimate companions. Having re- 
ceived the money, he gave Pickle his address, 
desiring he would, with his convenience, visit the 
princess, who, he was sure, would display her 
most engaging attractions, in order to captivate 
his fancy ; and took his leave, extremely well 
pleased with the success of his application. 

Though Peregrine was tempted with the curi- 
osity of seeing this portrait, which he imagined 
must contain some analogy to the ridiculous oddity 
of the painter, he would not expose himself to 
the disagreeable alternative of applauding the per- 
formance contrary to the dictates of conscience and 
common sense, or of condemning it, to the un- 
speakable mortification of the miserable author ; 
and therefore never dreamt of returning the 
painter's visit ; nor did he ever hear of the lot- 
tery's being drawn. About this time he was in- 
vited to spend a few weeks at the country-seat of 
a certain nobleman, with whom he had contracted 
an acquaintance in the course of his debauches, 
which we have already described. His lordship 
being remarkable for his skill and success in horse- 
racing, his house was continually filled with the 
connoisseurs and admirers of that sport, upon 
which the whole conversation turned ; insomuch 
that Peregrine gradually imbibed some knowledge 
in horse-flesh and the diversions of the course ; 
for the whole occupation of the day, exclusive of 
eating and drinking, consisted in viewing, man- 
aging* iiiid exercising his lordship's stud. 

Our hero looked upon these amusements with 
an eye of taste as well as curiosity ; he contem- 
plated the animal as a beautiful and elegant part 
of the creation, and relished the surprising exer- 
tion of its speed with a refined and classical 
delight. In a little time he became personally 
acquainted with every horse in the stably and 
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interested himself in the reputation of each ; 
while he also gratified his appetite for knowledge, 
in observing the methods of preparingtheir bodies, 
and training them to the race. His landlord saw 
and encouraged his eagerness, from which he pro- 
mised himself some advantage; he formed several 
private matches for his entertainment, and flat- 
tered his discernment, by permitting him to be 
successful in the first bets ne made. Thus was 
he artfully decoyed into a spirit of keenness and 
adventure, and disposed to depend upon his own 
judgment, in opposition to that of people who had 
made horse-racing the sole study of their lives. 
He accompanied my lord to Newmarket ; and, 
entering at once into the genius of the place, was 
marked as fair game by all the knowing-ones 
there assembled, many of whom found means to 
take him in, in spite of all the cautions and ad- 
monitions of his lordship, who wanted to reserve 
him for his own use. 

It is almost impossible for any man, let him be 
never so fearful or phlegmatic, to be an uncon- 
cerned spectator in this busy scene. The demon of 
play hovers in the air like a pestilential vapour, 
tainting the minds of all present with infallible 
infection, which communicates from one person to 
another, like the circulation of a general panic. 
Peregrine was seized with this epidemic distemper 
to a violent degree ; and, after having lost a few 
loose hundreds in his progress through the various 
rookeries of the place, entered into partnership 
with his noble friend in a grand match, upon the 
issue of which he ventured no less than three 
thousand pounds. Indeed, he would not have 
risked such a considerable sum, had not his own 
confidence been reinforced by the opinion and 
Concurrence of his lordship, who hazarded an 
equal bet upon the same event. These two as- 
sociates engaged themselves, in the penalty of six 
thousand pounds^ to run one chaise and four 
against another, three times round the course ; 
and our adventurer had the satisfaction of seeing 
his antagonist distanced in the first and second 
heats ; but, all of a sudden, one of the horses of 
his machine was knocked up, by which accident 
the victory was ravished ahnost from his veiy 
grasp, and he was obliged to endure the damage 
and the scorn . 

He was deeply affected with this misfortune, 
which he imputed to his own extravagance and 
temerity, but discovered no external signs of 
affliction, because his illustrious partner bore his 
loss with the most philosophic resignation, con- 
soling himself, as well as Pickle, mth the hope 
of making it up on some other occasion. Never- 
theless, our young gentleman could not help 
admiring, and even envying, his equanimity, not 
Icnowing that his lordship had managed matters 
so as to be a gainer by the misfortune ; which. to 
retrieve, Peregrine purchased several horses, at 
the recommendation of his friend, and, instead of 
returning to London, made a tour with him to 
all the celebrated races in England, at which, 
after several vicissitudes of fortune, he made 
shift, before the end of the season, to treble his 
loss. But his hopes seemed to increase with his 
ill li\pk. In the beginning of winter, he came to 



town, fully persuaded that fortune must neces- 
sarily change, and that next season he should 
reap the happy fruits of his experience. In this 
confidence he seemed to drown all ideas of pru- 
dence and economy. His former expense was 
mere parsimony, compared with that which he 
now incurred : he subscribed to the opera, and 
half a dozen concerts at different parts of the 
town, "was a benefactor to several hospitals, pur- 
chased a collection of valuable pictures, took a 
house and furnished it in a most magnificent taste^ 
laid in a large stock of French wines, and gave 
extravagant entertainments to his quality-friends, 
who in return loaded him with compliments, and 
insisted upon his making use of their interest and 
good-will. 



CHAPTER LXXXIX. 

He is taken into the Protection of a great Man — Sets up 
for Member of Parliament — Is disappointed in his 
Expectation, and finds himself egregiously outwitted. 

Among these professed patrons, the greatest part 
of whom Peregrine saw through, there was one 
great personage who seemed to support with 
dignity the sphere in which fortune had placed 
him. His behaviour to Pickle was not a series 
of grinning complaisance, in a flat repetition of 
general expressions of friendship and regard. 
He demeaned himself with a seemingly honest 
reserve in point of profession ; his advances to 
Per^rine appeared to be the result of delibera- 
tion and experiment ; he chid the young gentle- 
man for his extravagance with the authority of a 
parent and the sincerity of a fast friend ; and 
having, by gradual inquiries, made himself ac- 
quainted with the state of his private affairs, 
condemned his conduct with an air of candour 
and concern. He represented to him the folly 
and dangerous consequences of the profligate life 
in which he had plunged himself; counselled 
him with great warmth to sell off his race-horses» 
which would otherwise insensibly eat him up ; to 
retrench all superfluous expense, which would 
only serve to expose him to the ridicule and 
ingratitude of those who were benefited by it ; 
to lay out his money upon secure mortgages, at 
good interest ; and carry into execution his for- 
mer design of standing candidate for a borough 
at the ensuing election for a new parliament, in 
which case this nobleman promised to assist him 
with his influence and advice ; assuring him, that 
if he could once procure a seat in the house, he 
might look upon his fortune as already made 

Our adventurer , perceived the wisdom . and 
sanity of this advice, for which he , made his 
acknowledgments to his generous monitor, 
protesting that he would adhere to it in every 
particular ; and immediately set about a reform- 
ation. He accordingly took cognizance of his 
most minute affairs; and, after an exact scrutiny, 
gave his patron to imderstand,. that, exclusive of 
his furniture, his fortune was reduced to fourteen 
thousand three hundred and thirty pounds,, in 
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Bank and South-sea annuities, over and above 
the garrison and its appendages, which he 
reckoned at sixty pounds a year: he therefore 
desired, that as his lordship had been so kind as 
to favour him with his friendship and advice, he 
would extend his generosity still farther, by put- 
ting him in a way of making the most advantage 
of his money. My lord said, that for his own 
part he did not choose to meddle in money 
matters ; that Mr. Pickle would tind abundance 
of people ready to borrow it upon land-security, 
but that he ought to be extremely cautious in a 
transaction of such consequence ; promising, at 
the same time, to employ his own steward in 
seeking out a mortgager to whom it might be 
safely lent. 

This agent was accordingly set at work, and 
for a few days made a fruitless inquiry ; so that 
the young gentleman was obliged to have recourse 
to his own intelligence, by which he got notice 
of several people of reputed credit, who offered 
him mortgages for the whole sum ; but when he 
made a report of the particulars to his noble 
friend, his lordship started such doubts and ob- 
jections relating to each, that he was deterred 
from entering into any engagements with the 
proposers ; congratulating himself, in the mean 
time, on his good fortune, in being favoured 
with the advice and direction of such a sage 
counsellor. Nevertheless, he began to be im- 
patient, after having unsuccessfully consulted all 
the n^oney-brokers and conveyancers about town, 
and resolved to try the expedient of a public 
advertisement : but he was persuaded by my 
lord to postpone that experiment until every 
other method should have failed, because it 
would attract the attention of all the pettifoggers 
in London, who, though they might not be able 
to over-reach, would infallibly harass and tease 
him out of all tranquillity. 

It was on the back of this conversation that 
Peregrine, chancing to meet the steward near 
his lord's house, stopped him in the street to 
give him an account of his bad luck ; at which 
the other expressed some concern, and, rubbing 
his chin with his hand in a musing posture, told 
Pickle there was a thought just come into his 
head, pointing out one way of doing his business 
effectually. The youth, upon this intinoation, 
begged he would accompany him to the next 
coffee-house ; in which, having chosen a private 
situation, this grave manager gave him to under- 
stand, that a part of my lord's estate was mort- 
gaged, in consequence of a debt contracted by 
his grandfather, for provision to the younger 
children of the family ; and that the equity of 
redemption would be foreclosed in a few months, 
unless the burthen could be discharged. " My 
lord," said he, **has always lived in a sjplendid 
manner, and, notwithstanding his ample fortune, 
together with the profits accruing from the posts 
he enjoys, he saves so little money, that, upon 
this occasion, I know he will be obliged to bor- 
row ten thousand pounds to make up the sum 
that is requisite to redeem the mortgage. Now, 
certain I am, that when his design comes to be 
known, he will be solicited on all hands by 



people desirous of lending money upon such 
undoubted security; and *tis odds but he has 
already promised the preference to some parti- 
cular acquaintance. However, as I know he has 
your interest very much at heart, I will, if you 
please, sound his lordship upon the subject, and 
in a day or two give you notice of my success," 

Peregrine, ravished with the prospect of settling 
this affair so much to his satisfaction, thanked the 
steward for his friendly hint and undertaking, 
which he assured him should be acknowledged 
by a more solid proof of his gratitude, provided 
the business could be brought to bear ; and next 
day he was visited by this kind manager, with 
the happy news of his lordship's having con- 
sented to borrow ten thousand pounds of his 
stock, upon mortgage, at the interest of five per 
cent. This information he received as an in- 
stance of the singular esteem of his noble patron ; 
and the papers being immediately drawn and 
executed, the money was deposited in the hands 
of the mortgager, who, in the hearing of the 
lender, laid strong injunctions on his steward to 
pay the interest punctually at quarter-day. 

The best part of our hero's fortune being thus 
happily deposited, and the agent gratified with 
a present of fifty pieces, he began to put his re- 
trenching scheme into execution : all his servants, 
Pipes excepted, were discharged ; his chariot 
and running horses disposed of; his housekeeping 
broken up, and his furniture sold by auction : 
nay, the heat of his disposition was as remark- 
able in this as any other transaction of his life ^ 
for every step of his saving project was taken 
with such eagerness, and even precipitation, that 
most of his companions thought he was either 
ruined or mad. But he answered all their ex- 
postulations with a string of prudent apophthegms, 
such as, " The shortest follies are the best ; '* 
"Better to retrench upon conviction than com- 
pulsion ; " and divers other wise maxims, seem- 
ingly the result of experience and philosophic 
reflection. To such a degree of enthusiasm did 
present economy prevail, that he was actually 
seized with the desire of amassing ; and as he 
every day received proposals from those brokers 
whom he had employed, about the disposal of 
his cash, he at length ventured fifteen hundred 
pounds upon bottomry, being tempted by the 
excessive premium. 

But it must be observed, for the honour of our 
adventurer, that this refonnation did not at all 
interfere with the good qualities of his heart ; he 
was still as friendly and benevolent as ever, 
though his liberality was more subject to the 
restraint of reason ; and he might have justly 
pleaded, in vindication of his generosity, that he 
retrenched the superfluities in his own way of 
living, in order to preserve the power of assisting 
his fellow-creatures in distress. Numberless 
were the objects to which he extended his charity 
in private. Indeed, he exerted this virtue in 
secret, not only on account of avoiding the 
charge of ostentation, but also because he was 
ashamed of being detected in such an awkward, 
unfashionable practice by the censorious ob- 
servers of this humane generation. In this 
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particular he seemed to confound the ideas of 
virtue and vice ; for he did good as other people 
do evil, by stealth ; and was so capricious in 
point of behaviour, that frequently, in public, 
he wagged his tongue in satirical animadversions 
upon that poverty, which his hand had, in pri- 
vate, relieved. Yet, far from shunning the ac- 
quaintance, or discouraging the solicitation of 
those, who, he thought, wanted his assistance, 
he was always accessible, open, and complacent 
to them, even when the haughtiness of his temper 
kept his superiors at a distance ; and often saved 
a modest man the anguish and confusion of de- 
claring himself, by penetrating into his necessity, 
:and anticipating his request in a frank offer of 
his purse and friendship. Not that he practised 
this beneficence to all the needy of his acquaint- 
ance, without distinction ; there is always a set 
of idle, profligate fellows, who, having squan- 
dered away their own fortunes, and conquered 
all sense of honour and shame, maintain them- 
selves by borrowing from those who have not 
yet finished the same career, and want resolution 
to resist their importunate demands. To these 
he was always inflexible ; though he could not 
absolutely detach himself from their company, 
because, by dint of effrontery, and such of their 
original connections as they have been able to 
retain, they find admission to all places of 
fasliionable resort. 

Several unsuccessful attacks had been made 
xipon his pocket by beggars of this class. One 
of the most artful of them having one day joined 
him in the Mall, and made the usual observation 

on the weather, d d all the fogs of London, 

and began a dissertation on the difference of air, 
preferring that of the country in which he was 
born to any climate under the sun, ** Were you 
«ver in Gloucestershire ? " said he to Peregrine, 
Avlio replying in the negative, he thus went on : 
**I have got a house tliere, where I should be 
glad to see you. Let us go down together during 
the Easter holidays : I can promise you good 
country fare and wholesome exercise ; for I have 
everything within myself, and as good a pack of 
fox-hounds as any in the three kingdoms. I 
sha'n't pretend to expatiate upon the elegance of 
the house, which, to be sure, is an old building ; 
and these, you know, are generally cold, and 
not very convenient. But, curse the house ! the 

dirty acres about it are the thing ; and a d d 

ifme parcel they are, to be sure. If my old grand- 
mother was dead — she can't live another season, 
for she's turned of fourscore, and quite worn out : 
nay, as for that matter, I believe I have got a 
letter in my pocket, giving an account of her 
being despaired of by the doctors. L«t me see 

— No, d it. I left it at home in the pocket 

>of another coat." 

Pickle, who, from the beginning of this ha- 
rangue, saw its tendency, seemed to yield the 
most serious attention to what he said .; breaking 
in upon it, every now and then, with the inter- 
jections. Hum ! ha ! the deuce ! and several 
civil questions, from which the other conceived 
happy omens of success ; till perceiving they had 
advanced as far as the passage into St. James's, 



the mischievous youth interrupted liim all at 
once, saying, ** I see you are for the end of the 
walk ; this is my way." With these words he 
took his leave of the saunterer, who would have 
delayed his retreat, by calling to him aloud, that 
he had not yet described the situation of his 
castle. But Peregrine, without stopping, an- 
swered in the same tone, ** Another time will do 
as well ; " and in a moment disappeared, leaving 
the projector very much mortified with his dis- 
appointment ; for his intention was to close the 
description with a demand of twenty pieces, to 
l)e repaid out of the first remittance he should 
receive from his estate. 

It would have been well for our hero, had he 
always acted with the same circumspection ; but 
he had his unguarded moments, in which he fell 
a prey to the unsuspecting integrity of his own 
heart. There was a person among the number 
of his acquaintances, whose conversation lie par- : 
ticularly relished, because it was frank, agreeable, 
and fraught with many sensible observations 
upon the craft and treachery of mankind. This 
gentleman had made a shift to disperse a very 
genteel fortune, though it was spent with taste 
and reputation ; and now he was reduced to his 
shifts for the maintenance of his family, which 
consisted of a wife and child. Not that he was 
destitute of the necessaries of life, being comfort- 
ably supplied by the bounty of his friends ; but 
this was a provision not at all suited to his in- 
clination ; and he had endeavoured, by divers 
unsuccessful schemes, to retrieve his former 
independency. 

Peregrine happened one evening to be sitting 
alone in a coffee-house, where he overheard a 
conversation between this schemer and another 
gentleman touching an affair that engaged his 
attention. The stranger hadijeen left trustee for 
fifteen hundred poimds, bequeathed to the other's 
daughter by an aunt, and was strongly solicited 
to pay the money to the child's father, who 
assured him, he had then an opportunity to lay 
it out in such a manner as would greatly conduce 
to the advantage of his family. The trustee 
reminded him of the nature of his charge, which 
made him accountable for the money, until the 
charge should have attained the age of eighteen; 
but at the same time gave him to understand, that 
if he could procure such security as would in- 
demnify him from the consequences, he would 
forthwith pay the legacy into his hands. To this 
proposal the father replied, tliat it was not to 
be supposed he would risk the fortune of his only 
child upon any idle scheme or precarious issue ; 
and therefore he thought it reasonable, that he 
should have the use of it in the mean time ; and 
that, as to security, he was loath to trouble any of 
his friends about an affair which might be com- 
promised without their interposition ; observing, 
that he would not look upon his condescension as 
a favour, if obtained by a security, on which he 
could borrow the same sum from any usurer in 
town. 

After much importunity on one side and evasion 
on the other, the moneyed gentleman told him, 
that though he would not surrender the sum de- 
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sited in his hands for the use of his daughter, 
would lend him what he should liave occasion 
', ill the mean time ; and if, upon her being of 
e, he should be able to obtain her concurrence, 
I money should be placed to her account, pro- 
led he could And any person of credit who would 
n with him in a bond, fur the assurance of the 
kder. This proviso was an obstruction which 
t other would not have been able to surmount 
thout great difficulty, had not his cause been 
poused by our hero, who thought it was a pity a 
in of honour and understanding should suffer in 
s principal concerns on such a paltry consider- 
ion. He therefore, presuming on his acquaint- 
ce, intei-posed in the conversation as a friend, 
lo interested himself in the affair ; and, being 
lly informed of the particulars, offered himself 
a security for the lender. This gentleman, 
ing a stranger to Peregrine, was next day made 
quainted with his funds ; and, without further 
niple, accommodated his friend with one thou- 
nd pounds, for which he took their bond, pay- 
>le in six months, though he protested that the 
oney should never be demanded until the infant 
lould be of age, unless some accident should 
ippen which he could not then foresee. Pickle 
jlieved this declaration sincere, because he could 
ive no interest in dissembling: but what he 
liefly depended upon, for his own security, was 
le integrity and confidence of the borrower, who 
•sured him, that, happen what would, he should 
e able to stand between him and all danger ; the 
ature of his plan being such, as would infallibly 
eble the sum in a very few months. 
In a little time after this transaction, writs being 
isued out for electing a new parliament, our ad- 1 
enturer, by the advice of his patron, went into the 
ountry, in order to canvass for a borough, and 
ned his pockets with a competent share of bank- 
otes for the occasion. But in this project he un- 
jrtunately happened to interfere with the interest 
f a great family in the opposition, who, for a long 
eries of years, had made members for that place ; 
nd were now so much offended at the intrusion 
if our young gentleman, that they threatened to 
pend ten thousand pounds in frustrating his 
lesign. This menace was no other than an in- 
itement to Peregrine, who confided so much in 
lis own influence and address, that he verily 
)elieved he should be able to baffie his grace, even 
n his own territories. By that victory he hoped 
establish his reputation and interest with the 
ninister, who, through the recommendation of 
lis noble friend, countenanced his cause, and 
vould have been very well pleased to see one of 
(lis greatest enemies suffer such a disgraceful over- 
throw, which would have, moreover, in a great 
measure, shaken his credit with his faction. 

Our hero, intoxicated with the ideas of pride 
and ambition, put all his talents to the test in the 
execution of this project. He spared no expense 
in treating the electors ; but finding himself 
rivalled, in this respect, by his competitor, who 
was powerfully supported, he had recourse to 
those qualifications in which he thought himself 
Buperior. He made balls for the ladies, visited 
Uie matrons of the corporation, adapted himself 



to their various humours with surprising facility, 
drank with those who loved a cherishing cup in 
private, made love to the amorous, prayed with 
the religious, gossiped with those who delighted 
in scandal, and with great sagacity contrived 
agreeable presents to them all. This was the 
most effectual method of engaging such electors 
as were under the influence of theii* wives. As 
for the rest, he assailed them in their own way, 
setting whole hogsheads of beer and wine 
abroach for the benefit of ail comers ; and into 
those sordid hearts that liquor would not oi)en 
he found means to convey himself by the help 
of a golden key. 

While he thus exerted himself, his antagonist 
was not idle : his age and infirmities would not 
permit him to enter personally into their parties; 
but his stewards and adherents bestirred them- 
selves with great industry and perseverance. The 
market for votes ran so high, that Pickle's ready 
money was exhausted before the day of election ; 
and he was obliged to write to his patron an 
account of the dilemma to which he was reduced ; 
entreating him to take such speedy measures, as 
would enable him to finish the business which he 
had so happily begun. This nobleman communi- 
cated the circumstances of the case to the minister, 
and in a day or two our candidate found credit 
with the receiwer-general of the countiy, who lent 
him twelve hundred pounds on his personal note, 
payable on demand. By iheans of this new supply, 
he managed matters so successfully, that an evident 
majority of votes was secured in his interest ; and 
nothing could have obstructed his election, had 
not the noble peer who set up his competitor, in 
order to avoid the shame and mortification of 
being foiled in his own borough, offered to com- 
promise the affair with his honour, by giving up 
two members in another place, provided the 
opposition should cease in his own corporation. 
This proposal was greedily embraced. On the 
eve of the election. Peregrine received an intima- 
tion* from his patron, desiring him to quit his 
pretensions, on pain of his and the minister's dis- 
pleasure ; and promising that he should be elected 
for another place. 

No other disappointment in life could have 
given him such chagrin as he felt at the receipt 
of this tantalizing order, by which the cup of 
success was snatched from his lip, and all the 
vanity of his ambitious hope humbled in the 
dust. He cursed the whole chain of his court 
connections, inveighed with great animosity 
against the rascally scheme of politics to which 
he was sacrificed, and, in conclusion, swore he 
would not give up the fruits of his own address 
for the pleasure of any minister upon earth. 
This laudable resolution, however, was rendered 
ineffectual by his friend the receiver-general, who 
was bearer of the message, and, after having in 
vain endeavoured to persuade him to submission, 
fairly arrested him upon the spot for the money 
he had advanced ; this expedient being performed 
by virtue of a writ which he had been advised to 
take out, in case the young man should prove 
refractory. 

The reader, who, by this time, must be pretty 
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wiSi iicqjasaated with tibe Hisposidon ot ofir 
^rtnuutr, may eaaiW eoneeirc how he ztihhfl. 
this adrentorc At mst, all the fiKidtxe^ o"' lii-: 
fosl were fwaBoired «p in a^mtiiimcnc aiMi 
indfgnatioa ; aad sooe mintci ^hpstd beN-yrc 
Iris nerrcs woold obcr the impnhe of hi- r^;^'^. 
tHiidi maailetfed ifs^ in sacfa an zp^liatlri-i to 
the temples of the phmitilfyas had him «p«^ ^ Hag 
on die floor. This astaoky which was cotn.uir.'^i 
in a tarem, whither he had been p'( po^ely 
decofedy attracted the regard of the harl-rf ani 
his vAloweri, who, to the number of ^.ir. m^heri 
npon him at once, in Ofdcr to orerpo'^cr hi.n : 
bat h» wrath in5(pired him with such sLiiditio.u! 
strength and agility, that he disei^agerl hitn^rr'.' 
from them in a tnce» and, seizing a ixAer. \^ tiir' 
was the first weapon that presentea itseh' lo hi- 
hand, exercised it npon their skalU vrh in 
crcrlible dexterity and e%ecation. The orifice r 
himself, who had been the fiist that prebume<i I'j 
lay violent hands upon him, felt the fir>t etleci- 
of his fnrf, in a blow npon the jawi, in con>e 
onence of which he lost three of his teelfi, aiv. 
fell athwart the body of the receiver, with '.vhicii 
he formed the figure of a St. Andrew's Oo^- : 
one of his mjmnidons, seeing the ia\t of his 
chief, woold not venture to attack the victor \u 
front, but, wheeling to one side, made an auen)|>t 
upon him in flank, and was received obliqtu-iy 
\ry our hero's left hand and foot, so mA<\fr\\ 
disposerl to the right side of his \eg, and the lei: 
side of his neck, that he bolted head forento^' 
into the chimn^, where his chin was encoiintcrcf i ' 
by the grate, which, in a moment, seared hifn to 
the bone. The rest of the detachment (ii<l no- 
think proper to maintain the dispute, but. 
evacuating the room with great expedition, 
locked the door on the outside, and bellowed 
aloud to the receiver's servants, beseeching them 
to come to the assistance of their master, wlxi 
was in danger of his life. 

Meanwhile this gentleman, having recollect e<l ; 
himself, demanded a parley, which having with 
difficulty obtained of our incensed candidate, in 
consequence of the most submissive application, 
he complained grievouslv of the young gentle- \ 
man's intemperance and neat of disposition, and < 
very calmly represented the danger of his rash- ■ 
ness and indiscretion. He told him that nothing { 
could be more outrageous or idle than tlie 
resistance he had made against the laws of hi> 
countrv, because he would find it impracticable 
to withstand the whole executive power of the 
county, which he could easily raise to apprehend 
and secure him ; that, over and above tlie dis- 
grace that would accrue to him from this impru- 
dent conduct, he would knock his own interest on 
the head by disobliging his friends in the admin 
istration, who were, to his knowledge, at present 
very well disposed to do him service; that, for 
his own part, what he had done was by the 
express order of his superiors, and not out of any 
desire of distressing him ; and that, far from 
being his enemy, notwithstanding the s)ioi:king 
insult he had sustained, he was ready to wiili- 
draw the writ provided he would listen lo any 
reasonable terms of accommodation. 



F eiqyiu c; wIbo was not 'more prone to a 
than open to conviction, bcii^ appeased by 
rondf vrnMUU ^ aaoived bjr his aijgaments, 
dnd hf his own idkctiaa, far what he had d 
in the predpiCatioa of his wiath, began to i 
ear to his icmonstianoes ; and the **»■'«<*? b« 
oniered to withdiaWy they entered into a c 
fcrcnce, the resolt of which was oor adventui 
inmirdiare depcrnre for Loodon; so that t 
day his competit->r was nnanhnoosly choj 
because nobody appeared to oppose his electl 
The discontented Pickle, on lus arrival in toi 
went directly to the house of his patron, 
whom, in the angoidi of his disappointment^ 
bitteriy oom^aincd of the treatment he 1 
received, by which, besides the disgrace of 
overthrow, he was no less than two thoos: 
pounds oot of pocket, exclusive of the debt 
which he stood engaged to the receiTer. 
lordship, who was prepared for this exposti 
tion, on his knowledge of the yoong^ ma 
impetnous temper, answered all the articles 
his charge with great deliberation, g;iving himi 
understand the motives that induced the mini^ 
to quit his interest in that borough, and soothi 
him with assurances that his loss would be ami 
rewarded by his honour, to whom he was n^ 
day introduced by this nobleman in the warmi 
style of recommendation. The minister, \« 
was a pattern of complaisance, received him m 
tlie most engaging affability ; thanked him v^ 
kindly for his endeavours to support and st rength 
rhe interest of the administration ; and faithful 
promised to lay hold on the first opportunity 
express the sense he had of his zeal and attac 
ment ; desiring to see him often at his levee^ tt 
in the multiplicity of business he might not 
in danger of forgetting his services and desert 



CHAPTER XC. j 

Feregrine commences Minister's Dependent — ^Meets I 
Accident with Mrs. Gauntlet, and descends gradual 
in the Condition of Life. 

This reception, favourable as it was, did n 
please Peregrine, who had too much discer 
ment to be cajoled with general promises, at 
time when he thought himself entitled to tl 
most particular assurance ; he accordingly sigi^ 
Red his disgust to his introductor, giving^ him j 
understand that he had laid his account wil 
being chosen representative of one of thoa 
boroughs, for which he had been sacrificed. Hi 
lordship agreed to the reasonableness of his a 
pectation, observing, however, that he could n< 
suppose the minister would enter upon businej 
with him on his first visit, and that it would fl 
time enough at his next audience to communical 
his demand. Notwithstanding this remonstrance 
our hero continued to indulge his suspicion sst 
chagrin, and even made a point of it with \i- 
patron, that his lordship should next day mak^ 
application in his behalf, lest the . two seat 
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uld be filled up, on pretence of liis inclinations 
ng unknown. Thus importuned, my lord 
It to his principal, and returned with an 
wer, importing that his honour was extremely 
ry that Mr. Pickle had not signified his re- 
st before the boroughs in question were pro- 
;ed to two gentlemen whom he could not now 
appoint with any regard to his own credit or 
jrest ; but as several persons who would be 
isen were, to his certain knowledge, very aged 
I infirm, he did not doubt that there would be 
nty of vacant seats in a very short time, and 
n the young gentleman might depend upon 
friendship. 

'eregrine was so much irritated at this inti- 
iion, that, in the first transports of his anger, 
forgot the respect he owed to his friend, and 
lis presence inveighed against the minister as 
erson devoid of gratitude and candour ; pro- 
ing that, if ever an opportunity should offer 
If, he would spend the whole remains of his 
une in opposing his measures. The noble- 
1, having given him time to exhaust the im- 
uosity of his passion, rebuked him very calmly 

his disrespectful expressions, which were 
ally injurious and indiscreet; assured him 
t this project of revenge, if ever put in execu- 
I, would redound to his own prejudice and 
fusion ; and advised him to cultivate and 
>rove, with patience and assiduity, the footing 
had already obtained in the minister's good 
:es. 

)ur hero, convinced of the truth, though not 
sfied with the occasion of his admonitions, 
k his leave in a fit of sullen discontent, and 
an to ruminate upon the shattered posture of 
affairs. All that now remained of the ample 
une he had inherited was the sum he had 
osited in his lordship's hands, together with 
len hundred pounds he had ventured on 
tomry, and the garrison, which he had left 
the use and accommodation of the lieutenant ; 
. on the/^r contra side of his account he was 
tor for the supply he had received from the 
iiver-general, and the money for which he 
{ bound in behalf of his friend ; so that he 
ad himself, for the first time in his life, very 
::h embarrassed in his circumstances ; for, of 

first half-year's interest of his ten thousand, 
ich was punctually paid, he had but fourscore 
mds in bank, without any prospect of a further 
ply till the other term, which was at the dis- 
ce of four long months. He seriously reflected 
>n the uncertainty of human affairs : the ship 
h his fifteen hundred pounds might be lost ; 

gentleman for whom he was security might 
carry in this as well as in his former pro- 
s ; and the minister might one day, through 
,cy or displeasure, expose him to the mercy 
his dependent, who was in possession of his 
es. 
fhese suggestions did not at all contribute to 

ease of our adventurer's mind, already mfHed 

his' disappointment. He cursed his own 
\ and extravagance, by which he was reduced 
jiuch an uncomfortable situation. He com- 
Hd his ov/n conduct with that of some young 



gciulcnien of his acquaintance, who, while he 
was squandering away the best part of his in- 
heritance, had improved their fortunes, strength- 
ened their interest, and increased their reputation. 
He was abandoned by his gaiety and good- 
luimour, his countenance gradually contracted 
itself into a representation of severity and care, 
he dropped all his amusements and the com- 
panions of his pleasure, and turned his whole 
atteniiou to the minister, at whose levee he never 
failed 10 appear. 

A\'liiie he thus laboured in the wheel of de- 
j)enclence, with all that mortification which a 
youth of his pride and sensibility may be supposed 
to feel from such a disagreeable necessity, he one 
day heard himself called by name, as he crossed 
the park ; and, turning, perceived the wife of Cap- 
tain (rauntlet with another lady. He no sooner 
recognized the kind Sophy, than he accosted her 
with his wonted civility of friendship ; but his 
former sprightly air was metamorphosed into 
such austerity, ' or rather dejection of feature, 
that sJie could scarce believe her own eyes ; and, 
in her astonishment, " Is it possible," said she, 
* ' that the gay Mr. Pickle should be so much 
altered in such a short spaCe of time ! " He 
made no other reply to this exclamation, but by 
a languid .smile ; and asked how long she had 
been in town ; observing, that he would have 
paid his compliments to her at her own lodgings, 
had he been favoured with the least intimation 
of her arrival. After having thanked him for 
his politeness, she told him it was not owing to 
any abatement of her friendship and esteem for 
him tlhit she had omitted to give him that 
notice ; but his abrupt departure from Windsor, 
and tl\e manner in which he quitted Mr. Gaunt- 
let, had given her just grounds to believe that 
tliey had incurred his displeasure ; which suspi- 
cion was reinforced by his long silence and 
neglect from that period to the present time. 
She observed, it was still further confirmed by 
his forbearing to inquire for Emilia and her 
brother: ** Judge, then," said she, **if I had 
any reason to believe that you would be pleased 
f o hear that I was in town. However, I will 
not detain you at present, because you seem to 
be engaged about some particular business ; but 
if you will favour nle with your company at 
breakfast to-morrow, I shall be much pleased, 
and honoured to boot, by the visit." So saying, 
bhe gave him a direction to her lodgings, and he 
took his leave, with a faithful promise of seeing 
her at the appointed time. 

He was very much affected with this advance 
of Sophy, which he considered as an instance of 
her uncommon sweetness of temper ; he felt 
strange longings of returning friendship towards 
Godfrey ; and the remembrance of Emilia melted 
his heart, already softened with grief and morti- 
fication. Next day he did not neglect his engage- 
ment, and had the pleasure of enjoying a long 
conversation with this sensible young lady, who 
gave him to understand that her husband was with 
his regiment, and presented to him a fine boy, the 
first-fruits of their love, whom they had christened 
by the namie of Peregrine, in memory of the 
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friendship which had subsisted between Godfrey 
and our youth. 

This proof of their regard, notwithstanding the 
interruption in their correspondence, made a deep 
impression upon the mind of our adventurer, 
who, having made the warmest acknowledg- 
ments for this undeserved mark of respect, took 
the child in his arms, and almost devoured him 
with kisses, protesting, before God, that he should 
always consider him with the tenderness of a 
parent. This was the highest compliment he 
could pay to the gentle Sophy, who again kindly 
chid him for his disdainful and precipitate retreat 
immediately after her marriage; and expressed 
an earnest desire of seeing him and the captain 
reconciled. He assured her, nothing could give 
him greater satisfaction than such an event, to 
which he would contribute all that lay in his 
power, though he could not help looking upon 
himself as injured by Captain Gauntlet's be- 
haviour, which denoted a suspicion of his honour, 
as well as contempt for his underetanding. Tlie 
lady undertook for the concession of her husband, 
who, she told him, had been extremely sorry for 
his own heat, after Mr. Pickle's departure, and 
would have followed him to the garrison, in order 
to solicit his forgiveness, had he not been re- 
strained by certain punctilios, occasioned by some 
acrimonious expressions that dropped from Pere- 
grine at the inn. 

After having cleared up this misunderstanding, 
she proceeded to give an account of Emilia, 
whose behaviour, at that juncture, plainly indi- 
cated a continuance of affection for her first lover; 
and desired that he would give her full powers to 
bring that matter also to an accommodation : 
**for I am not more certain of my own exist- 
ence," said she, ** than that you are still in pos- 
session of my sister's heart." At this declaration, 
the tear started in his eye : but he shook his 
head, and declined her good offices, wishing that 
the young lady might be much more happy than 
ever he should be able to make her. 

Mrs. Gauntlet, confounded at these expres- 
sions, and moved by the desponding manner in 
which they were delivered, begged to know if 
any new obstacle was raised, by some late change 
in his sentiments or situation ; and he, in order 
to avoid a painful explanation, told her that he 
had long despaired of being able to vanquish 
Emilia's resentment, and for that reason quitted 
the pursuit, which he would never renew, how- 
soever his heart might suffer by that resolution ; 
though he took Heaven to witness, that his love, 
esteem, and admiration of her, were not in the least 
impaired ; but the true motive of his laying aside 
his design, was the consciousness of his decayed 
fortune, which, by adding to the sensibility of his 
pride, increased the horror of another repulse. 
She expressed her concern for this determination, 
both on his own account, and in behalf of Emilia, 
whose happiness, in her opinion, depended upon 
his constancy and affection : and she would have 
questioned him more minutely about the state of 
his affairs, had not he discouraged the inquiry 
by seeking to introduce another subject of con- 
versation. 



After mutual protestations of friendship ai 
regard, he promised to visit her often during \ 
residence in town ; and took his leave in a stran 
perplexity of mind, occasioned by the images 
love intruding upon the remonstrances of carkj 
care. He had some time ago forsaken th< 
extravagant companions with whom he had riol 
ill the heyday of Jiis fortune, and b^un to a 
sort with a graver and more sober species of \ 
quaintance ; but he now found himself disabi 
from cultivating the society of these also, w 
were men of ample estates and liberal dispc 
tions, in consequence of which, their parties w( 
too expensive lor the consumptive state of ] 
finances; so that he was obliged to descend | 
another degree, and mingle with a set of \ 
bachelors and younger brothers, who subsisted 
slender annuities, or what is called a bare coj 
petency in the public funds. This associati 
was composed of second-hand politicians a^ 
minor critics, who in the forenoon saunter in l| 
Mall, or lounge at shows of pictures, appear 
the drawing-room once or twice a week, dine 
an ordinary, decide disputes in a coffee-hou 
with an air of superior intelligence, frequent tl 
pit of the playhouse, and once in a month spei 
an evening with some noted actor, whose remar 
able sayings they repeat for the entertainment 
their ordinary friends. 

After all, he found something comfortao 
enough in the company of these gentlemen, w| 
never interested his passions to any violence 
transport, or teased him with impertinent c 
osity about his private affairs ; for though m; 
of them had maintained a very long, close, 
friendly correspondence with each other, t 
never dreamt of inquiring into particular co 
cems ; and if one of the two who were most inl 
mately connected had been asked how the otk 
made shift to live, he would have answered, m 
great tnith, ** Really, that is more than I knor 
Notwithstanding this phlegmatic indifferentl 
which is of the true English production, tb 
were all inoffensive, good-natured people, wl 
loved a joke and a song, delighted in telling 
merry story, and prided themselves in the art 
catering, especially in the articles of fish, veniso 
and wild-fowl. 

Our young gentleman was not received amoi 
them on the footing of a common member, vl 
makes interest for his admission ; he was coaitl 
as a person of superior genius and importatfi 
and his compliance looked upon as an honour 1 
their society. This their idea of his pre-eminsj 
was supported by his conversation, which, win, 
it was more liberal and learned than that 
which they had been accustomed, was tinctori 
with an assuming air, so agreeably diffused, thi 
instead of producing aversion, it command 
respect. They not only appealed to him in i 
doubts relating to foreign parts, to which one a] 
all of them were strangers, but also consulted I 
knowledge in history and divinity, which we 
frequently the topics of their debates; and 
poetry of all kindfs he decided with such mag 
terial authority, as even weighed against t 
opinions of the players themselves. The vsp\ 
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of characters he had seen and observed, and the 
high spheres of life in which he had so lately 
moved, furnished him with a thousand entertain- 
ing anecdotes. When he became a little familiar- 
ized to his disappointments, so that his natural 
vivacity b^an to revive, he flashed among them 
in such a number of bright sallies, as struck them 
with admiration, and constituted himself a classic 
in wit; insomuch that they began to retail his 
Temnants, and even invited some particular friends 
to come and hear him hold forth. One of the 
players, who had for many years strutted about 
the taverns in the neighbourhood of Covent 
Garden, as the Grand Turk of wit and humour, 
began to find his admirers melt away ; and a 
certain petulant physician, who had shone at 
almost all the Port-clubs in that end of the town, 
was actually obliged to import his talents into the 
city, where he has now happily taken root. 

Nor was this success to be wondered at, if we 
consider that, over and above his natural genius 
and education, our adventurer still had the oppor- 
tunity of knowing everything which happened 
among the great, by means of his friend Cadwal- 
lader, with whom he still maintained his former 
intimacy, though it was now chequered with many 
occasional tiffs, owing to the sarcastic remon- 
strances of the misanthrope, who disapproved of 
those schemes which miscarried with Peregrine, 
and now took unseasonable methods of valuing 
himself upon his own foresight ; nay, he was, 
between whiles, like a raven, croaking presages 
of more ill luck, from the deceit of the minister, 
the dissimulation of his patron, the folly of the 
projector for whom he was bound, the uncertainty 
of the seas, and the villainy of those with whom 
he had intrusted his cash : for Crabtree saw and 
considered everything through a perspective of 
spleen, that always reflected the worst side of 
human nature. For these, reasons our young 
gentleman began to be disgusted, at certain inter- 
vals, with the character of this old man, whom 
he now thought a morose cynic, not so much 
incensed against the follies and vices of mankind 
as delighted with the distress of his fellow-crea- 
tures. Thus he put the most unfavourable con- 
struction on the principles of his friend, because 
he found himself justly fallen under the lash of 
his animadversion. This self-accusation very 
often dissolves the closest friendship : a man, 
conscious of his own indiscretion, is implacably 
offended at the rectitude of his companion's con- 
duct, which he considers as an insult upon his 
failings, never to be forgiven, even though he has 
not tasted the bitterness of reproof, which no 
sinner can commodiously digest. The friendship, 
therefore, subsisting between Crabtree and Pickle 
had of late suffered several symptomatic shocks, 
that seemed to prognosticate a total dissolution : 
a great deal of smart dialogue had passed in their 
private conversations, and the senior began to 
repent of having'placed his confidence in such an 
impudent, headstrong, ungovernable youth. 

It was in such paroxysms of displeasure, that 
he prophesied misfortune to Peregrine, and even 
told him, one morning, that he had dreamed of 
the shipwreck of the two East-Indiamen, on 



board of which he had hazarded his money. But 
this was no other than a false vision ; for in a 
few weeks one of them arrived at her moorings in 
the river and he received a thousand in lieu of 
eight hundred pounds which he had lent upon 
bond to one ot the mates ; at the same time he 
was informed, that the other ship, in which he 
was concerned, had in all probability lost her 
passage for the season, by being unable to weather 
the Cape. He was not at all concerned at that 
piece of news, knowing, that the longer he shourd 
lie out of his money, he would have the more 
interest to receive; and, finding his present 
difficulties removed by this supply, his heart 
began to dilate, and his countenance to resume 
its former alacrity. This state of exultation, 
however, was soon interrupted by a small acci- 
dent, which he could not foresee : he was visited 
one morning by the person who had lent his friend 
a thousand pounds on his security, and given to- 
understand that the borrower had absconded, in- 
consequence of a disappointment, by which he 
had lost the whole sum, and all hopes of retrieving 
it ; so that our hero was now liable for the debt, 
which he besought him to discharge according to 
the bond, that he, the lender, might not suffer by 
his humanity. It may be easily conceived that 
Peregrine did not receive this intelligence in cold 
blood: he cursed his own imprudence, in con- 
tracting such engagements with an adventurer 
whom he did not sufficiently know. He exclaimed 
against the treachery of the projector ; and, hav- 
ing for some time indulged his resentment in 
threats and imprecations, inquired into the nature 
of the scheme which had miscarried. 

The lender, who had informed himself of the 
whole affair, gratified his curiosity in this par- 
ticular, by telling him that the fugitive had been 
cajoled by a certain knight of the post, who 
undertook to manage the thousand pounds in 
such a manner as would, in a very little time,, 
make him perfectly independent ; and thus he 
delineated the plan; **One half of the sum,'*^ 
said he, "shall be laid out in jewels, which I 
will pawn to certain persons of credit and fortune, 
who lend money upon such pledges at an exor- 
bitant interest : the other shall be kept for 
relieving them, so that they may be again de- 
posited with a second set of those honourable 
usurers ; and when they shall have been circulated 
in this manner through a variety of hands, we 
will extort money from each of the pawnbrokers, 
by threatening them with a public prosecution 
for exacting illegal interest ; and I know that 
they will bleed fredy, rather than be exposed to 
the infamy attending such an accusation." The 
scheme was feasible; and, though not very 
honourable, made such an impression upon the 
needy, borrower, that he assented to the pro- 
posal ; and, by our hero's credit, the money was 
raised. The jewels were accordingly purchased, 
pawned, relieved, and repledged by the agent, 
who undertook to manage the whole affair ; and 
so judiciously was the project executed, that he 
could have easily proved each lender guilty of 
the charge. Having thus far successfully trans- 
acted the business, this faithful agent visited 
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them severally on his own account, to give them 
intimation that his employer intend^ to sue 
them on the statute of usury ; upon which, every 
one, for himself, bribed the informer to withdraw 
his evidence, by which alone he could be con- 
victed ; and having received these gratifications, 
he had thought proper to retreat into France 
with the whole booty, including the original 
thousand that put them in motion. In conse- 
quence of this decampment, the borrower had 
Avithdrawn himself; so that the lender was 
obliged to have recourse to his security. 

This was a very mortifying account to our 
young gentleman, who in vain reminded the 
narrator of his promise, importing, that he would 
not demand the money until he should be called 
to an account by his ward ; and observed, that, 
long before that period, the fugitive might appear 
and discharge the debt. But the other was deaf 
to these remonstrances ; alleging that his promise 
was provisional, on the supposition that the 
borrower would deal candidly and fairly; that 
he had forfeited all title to bis friendship and 
trust, by the scandalous scheme in which he had 
embarked ; and that his treacherous flight from 
his security was no proof of his honesty and 
intended return ; but, on the contrary, a warning, 
by which he, the lender, was taught to take care 
of himself. He therefore insisted upon his being 
indemnified immediately, on pain of letting the 
law take its course ; and Peregrine was actually 
obliged to part with the whole sum he had so 
lately received. But this payment was not made 
without extreme reluctance, indignation, and 
denunciation of external war against the ab- 
sconder and the rigid creditor, betwixt whom he 
sLisi>ccted some collusion. 



CHAPTER XCI. 

Cadwallader acts the Part of a Comforter to his Friend ; 
and in his turn is consoled by Peregrine, who begins 
to find himself a most egregious Dupe. 

This new misfortune, which he justly cliarged 
to the account of his own folly, recalled his 
chagrin : and though he endeavoured with all 
his might to conceal the affair from the know- 
ledge of Cadwallader, that prying observer per- 
ceived his countenance overcast. The projector's 
sudden disappearance alarming his suspicion, he 
managed his inquiries with so much art, that in 
a few days he made himself acquainted with 
every particular of the transaction, and resolved 
to gratify his spleen at the expense of the im- 
patient dupe. With this view, he took an 
opportunity to accost him with a very serious air, 
saying a friend of his had immediate occasion for 
a thousand pounds; and as Peregrine had the 
exact sum lying by him, he would take it as a 
great favour if he would part with it for a few 
months on undoubted security. Had Pickle 
known the true motive of this demand, he would 
in all likelihood have made a very disagreeable 



answer ; but Crabtree had wrapped himself up 
so securely in the dissimulation of his features, 
that the youth could not possibly penetrate into 
his intention, and in the most galling suspense 
replied that the money was otherwise engaged. 
The misanthrope, not contented with this irrita- 
tion, assumed the prerogative of a friend, and 
questioned him so minutely about the disposal of 
the cash, that, after numberless evasions, which 
cost him a world of torture to invent, he could 
contain his vexation no longer, but exclaimed, in 

a rage, '*D your impertinence ! *tis gone to 

the devil, and that's enough." — "Thereafter as 
it may be," said this tormentor, with a most 
provoking indifference of aspect; "I should be 
glad to know upon what footing ; for I suppose 
you have some expectation of advantage from 
that quarter." — *"Sdeath ! sir," cried the im- 
patient youth, **if I had any expectation from 
hell, I would make interest with you; for I 
believe, from my soul, you are one of its most 
favoured ministers upon earth." With these 
words he flung out of the room, leaving Cad- 
wallader very well satisfied with the chastisement 
he had bestowed. 

Peregrine, having cooled himself with a solitary 
walk in the park, during which the violence of 
his choler gradually evaporated, and his reflection 
was called to a serious deliberation upon the 
jiosture of his affairs, he resolved to redouble his 
diligence and importunity with his patron and 
the minister, in order to obtain some sinecure, 
which would indemnify him for the damage he 
had sustained on their account. He accordingly 
went to his lordship, and signified his demand, 
after having told him that he had suffered several 
fresh losses, which rendered an immediate pro- 
vision of tliat sort necessaiy to his credit and 
subsistence. His noble friend commended him 
for the regard he manifested for his own interest, 
which he considered as a proof of his being at 
last detached from the careless inadvertency of 
youth : he approved of his demand, which he 
assured him should be faithfullv transmitted to 
the minister, and backed with all his influence ; 
and encouraged his hope by observing that some 
profitable places were at that time vacant, and, 
so far as he knew, unengaged. 

This conversation helped to restore the tran- 
quillity of Pickle's breast, though he still har- 
boured resentment against Cadwallader, on 
account of the last insult ; and on the instant he 
formed a plan of revenge. He knew the mis- 
anthrope's remittances from his estate in the 
country had been of late very scanty, in conse- 
quence of repairs and bankmptcies among his 
tenants, so that, in spite of all his frugality, he 
had been but barely able to maintain his credit, 
and even that was engaged on the strength of his 
running rent. Being therefore intimately ac- 
quainted witli the particulars of his fortune, he 
wrote a letter to Crabtree, subscribed with the 
name of his principal farmer's wife, importing 
that her husband being lately dead, and the 
greatest part of her cattle destroyed by the infec- 

Itious distemper, she found herself utterly incapa- 
ble of paying the rent which was due, or even 
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of keeping the farm, unless he would, out of his 
g^eat goodness, be pleased to give her some 
assistance, and allow her to sit free for a twelve- 
month to come. This intimation he found 
means to convey by post from a market-town 
adjoining to the farm, directed in the usual 
style, to the cynic, who, seeing it stamped with 
the known marks, could not possibly suspect 
any imposition. 

Hackneyed as he was in the ways of life, and 
steeled with his boasted stoicism, this epistle 
threw him into such an agony of vexation, that 
a double proportion of souring was visible in his 
aspect when he was visited by the author, who, 
having observed and followed the postman at a 
proper distance, introduced a conversation upon 
his own disappointments, in which, among other 
circumstances of his own ill-luck, he told him 
that his patron's steward had desired to be 
excused from paying the last quarter of his 
interest precisely at the appointed term ; for 
which reason he should be utterly void of cash, 
and therefore requested that Crabtree would 
accommodate him with a hundred pieces out of 
his next remittance from the country. 

This demand galled and pei-plexed the old 
man to such a degree, that the muscles of his 
face assumed a contraction peculiarly virulent, 
and exhibited the character of Diogenes with a 
most lively expression : he knew that a confes- 
sion of his true situation would furnish Pickle 
with an opportunity to make reprisals upon him 
with intolerable triumph, and that by a down- 
right refusal to supply his wants, he would for 
ever forfeit his friendship and esteem, and might 
provoke him to take ample vengeance for his 
sordid behaviour, by exposing him, in his native 
colours, to the resentment of those whom he had 
so long deceived. These considerations kept 
him some time in a most rancorous state of sus- 
pense, which Peregrine affected to misinterpret, 
by bidding him freely declare his suspicion, if he 
did not think it safe to comply with his request, 
and he would make shift elsewhere. 

This seeming misconstruction increased the 
torture of the misanthrope, who, with the utmost 
irritation of feature, "Oons! " cried he, **what 
villainy have you noted in my conduct that you 
treat me like a rascally usurer?" Peregiine 
very gravely replied that the question needed no 
ansM'er ; *' for," said he, ** had I considered you 
as *a usurer, I would have come with a security 
under my arm ; but, all evasion apart, will you 
stead me ? — will you pleasure me ? — shall I have 
the money? "-7*' Would it were in your belly, 
with a barrel of gunpowder ! '* exclaimed the 
enraged cynic; ** since I must be excniciated, 
read that ' plaguy paper ! *Sblood ! why didn't 
nature clap a pair of long ears and a tail upon 
me, that I might be a real ass, and champ 
thistles on some common, independent of my 
fellow-creatures ? Would I were a worm, that I 
might creep into the earth, and thatch my habit- 
ation with a single straw ; or rather a wasp or a 
viper, that I might make the rascally world feel 
my resentment. But why do I talk of rascality? 
— folly, folly is the scourge of life ! Give mc a 



scoundrel, so he be a sensible one, and I will 
put him in my heart of hearts I but a fool is more 
mischievous than famine, pestilence, and war. 
llie idiot ical hag that writes, or causes to be 
writ, this same letter, has ruined her family and 
broken her husband's heart by ignorance and 
mismanagement ; and she imputes her calamity 
to Providence with a vengeance ; and so I am 
defrauded of three hundred pounds, the greatest 
part of which I owe to tradesmen, whom I have 
promised to pay this very quarter. Plague upon 
her ! I would she were a horned beast, that the 
distemper might lay hold on her. The beldame 
has the impudence, too, after she has brought 
me into this dilemma, to solicit my assistance to 
stock the farm anew I Before God, I have a 
good mind to send her a halter ; and perhaps I 
might purchase another for myself, but that I 
would not furnish food for laughter to knaves 
and coxcombs." 

Peregiine, having perused the billet, and list- 
ened to this ejaculation, replied, with great 
composure, that he was ashamed to see a man of 
his years and pretensions to philosophy so ruffled 
by a trifle. " What signify all the boasted hard- 
ships you have overcome," said he, "and the 
shrewd observations you pretend to have made 
on human nature ? Where is that stoical indif- 
ference you affirm you have attained, if such a 
paltry disappointment can disturb you in this 
manner? What is the loss of three hundred 
pounds, compared with the misfortunes which I 
myself have undergone within these two years ? 
Yet you will take upon you to act the censor, 
and inveigh against the impatience and impetu- 
osity of youth, as if you yourself had gained an 
absolute conquest over all the passions of the 
heart. You were so kind as to insult me t'other 
day in my affliction, by reproaching me with 
indiscretion and misconduct : suppose I were 
now to retort the imputation, and ask how a 
man of your profound sagacity could leave your 
fortune at the discretion of ignorant peasants? 
Plow could you be so blind as not to foresee the 
necessity of repaire, together with the danger of 
bankruptcy, murrain, or thin crops ? W^hy did 
not you convert your land into ready money, 
and, as you have no connections in life, purchase 
an annuity, on which you might have lived at 
your ease, without any fear of the consequence ? 
Can't you, from the whole budget of your philo- 
sophy, cull one apophthegm to console you for 
this trivial mischance ? " 

**Rot your rapidity!" said the cynic, half- 
choked with gall : *' if the cancer or the plague 
were in your throat, I should not be thus tor- 
mented with your tongue ; and yet a magpie 
shall speak infinitely more to the purpose. Don't 
you know, Mr. Wiseacre, that my case docs not 
fall within the province of pliilosophy ? Had I 
been curtailed of all my members, racked by the 
gout and gravel, deprived of liberty, robbed of 
an only child, or visited with the death of a dear 
friend like you, philosophy might have contri- 
buted to my consolation ; but will philosophy pay 
my debts, or free me from the burthen of obliga- 
tion to a set of fellows whom I despise? speak— 
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pronounce-^demondtnlte-^or irM^ HMI^ii-dlOse 
your mouth for ever ! " 

'** These «re the comfortable fruits of yotir mis- 
lanthitopy," answered the yoUth ; ''your laudable 
sdieme of detaching yourself from the bonds of 
society, and of moving in a superior sphere of 
your own. Had not you been so peculiarly sage 
%»d intent upon laughingat mankind, you could 
*ever 'have been disconcerted by such a pitiful 
Inconvenience ; any friend would have accom- 
modated you with the sum in question. But now 
the world may retort the laugh ; for you stand 
upon such an agreeable footing with your ac- 
quaintance, that nothing could please them better 
'man an account of your having given disappoint- 
ment the slip, by the help of a noose properly 
applied. This I mention by ^vay of hint, upon 
which I would have your chew the cud of reflec- 
tion : and should it come to that issue, I will 
use my whole interest with the coroner to bring 
in his verdict lunacy, that your carcase may have 
Christian burial." 

So saying, he withdrew, very well siatisfied 
with the revenge he had taken, t^Hiich operated 
so violently upon Crabtree, that if it had not 
been for the sole consideration mentioned above, 
he would, in all probability, have had recourse to 
the remedy proposed. But his unwillingness to 
oblige and entertain his fellow-creatures hindered 
him from practising that expedient, till, by course 
of post, he was happily undeceived with regard 
to the situation of his affairs ; and that informa- 
tion had such an effect upon him, that he not 
only forgave our hero for the stratagem, which 
he immediately ascribed to the right author, but 
also made him a tender of his purse; so that 
matters, for the present, were brought to an 
lamicable accommodation. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine never slacked in his 
attendance upon the great ; he never omitted 
to appear upon every levee day, employed his 
indtistry and penetration in getting intelligence 
of posts that were unfilled, and every day recom- 
meiKled himself to the good offices of his patron, 
who seemed to espouse his interest With great 
cordiality : nevertheless, he was always too late 
in his application, or the place he demanded 
chanced to be out of the minister's gifl. These 
intimations, though communicated m the most 
warm professions of friendship and regard, gave 
great umbrage to the young gentleman, who 
considered them as the evasions of an insincere 
courtier, and loudly complained of them as such 
to his lordship, signifying at the same time an 
Intention to sell his mortgage for ready money, 
which he Would expend to the last farthing in 
thwarting his honour in the very first election he 
should patronize. His lordship never wanted a 
proper exhortation upon these occasions : he did 
not now endeavour to pacify him with assurances 
tftf the minister's favour, because he perceived 
that thesfe medicines had, by repeated use, lost 
their ^effect upon our adventurer, whose menaces 
he now combated, by representing that the min- 
fater's purse was heavier than that of Mr. Pickle ; 
that, therefore, should he make a point of op- 
posing, his interest, the ywith wnst infiiflibly fail 



in'the ttiitttd^t;.hi Which catee hew^ould findTiiih- 
self utterly destitute* of the means of subsistence, 
and consequently precluded from aU hope of 
provision. 

This was ah 'observation, the truth of which 
out young genileman did not pretend to doubt, 
though it did' not; dt all tend to the vindication of 
his honour's conduct. Indeed, Pickle began to 
suspect the sincerity of his own patron, who, in 
his opinion, -had trifle with liis impatience, and 
even eluded, by sorry excuses, his desire of having 
another privatte audience cif the -first mover. His 
lordship also began to be less accessible than 
usual ; and Peregrine had been obliged to dun 
the steward with repeated demands, before he 
could finger the last quarter of his interest. 
Alarmed at these considerations, he went and 
consulted the nobleman whom he had obliged in 
the affair of his sonjahd had the mortification to 
hear but a very indifferent character of the person 
In whom 'he had so long confided. This netr 
adviser, who, 'though a tolirtier, \\'^s a rival of 
the other, gave our adventurer to understand, 
that he had been leaning upon a broken reed ; 
that his profieisSed patron was a man of a shattered 
fortifne and decayed interest, which extended no 
farther thian a smilb and a whisper ; that for his 
own part he should have been proud of an oppor- 
tutiity to use his influence with 'the minister in 
behalf of Mr. Pickle : '*' But since you have put 
yourself under the protection of another peer," 
said he, "whoseconnections interfere with mine, 
I cannot now espouse your cause, 'without incur- 
ring the iiriplitationof seducing that nobleman's 
adhererits ; fe chargfe which, of all othere, I would 
most carefully avoid. However, I shall always 
be ready to assist you with my private advice; 
as a specimen of which, I now counsel you to 
insist upon having anothbr interview with Sir 
Steady Steerwell himself, that you may in person 
explain yout pretensions, Without any risk of 
being misrepresented ; and endeavour, if possible, 
to draw him into some particular promise, from 
which he cannot retratt with any regard to his 
reputation ; for general profession is a necessary 
arnEHMiV Worn by all ministers in their oWn defence, 
against the impottunity of those whom they will 
not befriend, and would not disoblige." 

This ajdvice Was so conformable to his own 
sentiments, that our adventurer seized the first 
opportunity to <!iemand a hearing "; and plainly 
told his patron, that if Ire could not be indulged 
with that favour, he should look upon his lord- 
ship's inflttence to be Very small, and his own 
hopes to be alto|[ether desperate ; in which case 
he was resolved to dispose of the mortgage, pur- 
chase an imnaity, and live indep^den(. 



CHAPTER XCIt. 

He is indulged with a second Audience Wthc Minister, 
^f whdse Sincerity he is convinced— His Pride and 
Antdcion revive, aadiagaiii art itadrdfiied. 

\t the young gentlciman's moncfy had been in 
t>ther hands, perhaps the peer would have been 
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^•t very IHtle pakis either m gratifying his demand 
of apposing his revenge ; but he kne^*' that the 
£ale-6f the mortgage could not be effected without 
-ah tn<iu^r)% to which he did not wish to be ex- 
posed; he therefore employed all his interest 
in |)rocurtng the solicited audience. This being 
granted, Peregrine, with great warmth and elocu- 
tion* expatiated upon the injury his fortune had 
'Offered in the affair of the borough for which he 
ii'ad stood candidate ; he took notice of the dis- 
•«ppomtment he had sustained in tlie other elec- 
tion ; reminded him of the promises with which 
'he had been amused ; and, in <:onclusion, desired 
to know what he had to expect from his favour. 
The minister, having patiently heard him to an 
end, replied, with a most gracious aspect, that he 
Wtis vei-y well informed of his merit and attach- 
ment, and very much disposed to convince him of 
'the regard which he paid to both ; that till of late 
he did not know the nature of his expectations, \ 
neither had he the power of creating posts for those 
whom he was inclined to serve ; but if Mr. Pickle 
'would chalk out any feasible method, by which, 
he'could manifest his sentiments of friendship, he. 
should not be backward in executing the plan, j 

Peregrine, laying hold on this declaration,: 

'mentioned several places which he knew to be 

vacant ; but the old evasion was still used : one 

off them was not in his department of business, 

another had been promised to the third son of a, 

certain earl before the death of the last possessor, ' 

4ind a third was encumbered with a pension that! 

•ate up a good half of the appointments. In short, ; 

^ich obstructions were started to all his proposals 

-iis he could not possibly sumiount, though he 

iplainly perceived they were no other than specious 

^tet-exts to cover the mortifying side of a refusal. 

Exasperated, therefore, at this lack of sincerity; 

^nd gratitude, **I can easily foresee,*' said he, 

** that such difficulties will never be wanting when 

'I have anything to ask, and for that reason will 

«ave myself the trouble of any further application. ' ' 

■Sfh saying, he withdre\V in a very abrupt manner, 

breathing defiance and revenge : but his paitron, 

who did not think proper to drive him to extrem- 

iliea^ found means to persuade his hdnour to !do 

something for the pacification of the young man's 

choler.j and that same evening our adventurer 

received a message from his lordship, desiring to 

see him immediately. 

In consequence of this intimation. Pickle went 
to his house, and appeared before him with a very 
cloudy aspect, which signified to whom it might 
concern, that his temper was at present too much 
galled to endure reproof ; find therefore the saga- 
cious peer forbore taking him to task for his be- 
/haviour during the audience he had obtained ; 
but gave him to understand, that the minister, in 
consideration of his Services, had sent him a bank- , 
note for three hundred pounds, with a promise of i 
the like sum yearly, until he tould be otherwise 
.provided for. This declaration in some measure 
appeased the youtli, who condescended to accept 
the present ; and next kvee-day made hisacknow- 
ledgment to the donor, who favoured him with a 
smile of infinite complkcency, which entirely dis- 
sipated all the remains of kts resentinent .; fo^ 



as he could not possibly divine the true cause bf 
his being temporized With, he looked upoft *his 
condescensioti tt« {sm undoubted proof ef Sir 
Steady's sincerity ; arid firmly believed tha;t !fc 
would settle him in Bome place with fhe first 
opportunity, rather than continue to pay thils 
pension out of his owri pocket. In all probability 
his prediction would have been verified, had not 
an unforeseen accident in a moment overwhelmed 
the barque of his interest at court. 

Meanwhile, this short gleam of good fortune 
recalled the ideas of pride and ambition which 
he had formerly cherished : his countenance was 
again lifted uji, his good humour retrieved, and 
his mien re-exalted. Indeed, he began to be con- 
sidered as a rising man by his fellow-dependents, 
who saw the particular notice with which he was 
favoured at the public levee ; and some of them, 
for that reason, were at pains to court his good 
graces. He no longer shumied his former in- 
timates, with whom a good part of his fortune 
had been spent ; but made up to them, in all 
places of public resort, with the same ease and 
familiarity as he had been used to express ; ancl 
even re-embarked in some of their excesses, upo*i 
the strength of his sanguine expectation. Cad^ 
wallader and he renewed their consultations in 
the court of ridicule; and divers exploits were 
achieved, to the confusion of those who had 
"sailed into the north of their displeasure." 

But these enjoyments were soon interrujated b^ 
a misfortune equally fatal and unexpected : his 
noble patron was seized with an apoplectic fit,froiili 
which he was recovered by the physicians, that 
they might despatch him according to rule ; and iti 
two months after they were called, he went the 
way of al 1 flesh. Peregrine was very much afflicted 
at this event, not only on account of his friendsliif) 
for the deceased, to whom he thought himself 
under many and great obligations, but also be- 
cause he feared that his own interest would suffer 
a severe shock by the removal of this nobleman, 
whom he considered as its chief support. He 
put himself tlwirefore in mourning, out of regard 
to the memory of his departed friend, and exhib- 
ited genuine marks ofsorrow and concern ; though 
he had, in reality, more cause to grieve than he 
as yet imagined. When quarter-day came about, 
he applied to the steward of his lordship's heir for 
the interest of his money, as usual; and the reader 
will readily own he had some reason to be sur- 
prised, when he was told he had no claim eithei* 
to principal or interest. True it is, the manager 
talked very civilly as well as sensibly upon the 
subject. '* Your appearance, sir," said he to 
Pickle, "Screens you from all suspicion of an in^ 
tended fraud ; but the mortgage upon those lands 
yoti mention was granted to another person many 
years before you pretend to have lent that sum ; 
and I have, this very morning, paid one quarter's 
interest, as appeal's froift this receipt, which yoft 
iftay peruse for your satisfaction." 

Peregrine was so thunderstruck at this infoiiii- 
ation, which stripped him of his all, that hfe 
could not utter one word ; a circumstance thaft 
did no gfreat honour to his character, in the 
opinion of the steward, who, in good earnest, 
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began to entertain some doubts of his integrity : 
for, among t!ie papers of the deceased, which he 
had examined, there was no writing, memoran- 
dum, or receipt relating to this encumbrance. 
After a long pause of stupefaction. Peregrine 
recollected himself so far as to observe, that 
either he was egrcgiously mistaken, or the pre- 
decessor of his lord the greatest villain upon 
earth. " But, Mr. Whatd'yecallum," said he, 
** you must give me leave to tell you, that your 
bare assertion, in this affair, will by no means 
induce me to put up quietly with the loss of ten 
tliousand pounds." 

Having thus expressed himself, he retired from 
the house so discontented at this demur, that he 
scarce knew whether he moved upon his head or 
his heels; and the park chancing to lie in his 
way, he sauntered about, giving vent lo a solilo- 
quy in praise of his departed friend, the burthen 
of which was a string of incoherent curses im- 
precated upon himself; till his transports, by 
degrees, giving way to his reflection, he deliber- 
ated seriously and sorrowfully upon his misfor- 
tune, and resolved to consult lawyers without 
loss of time. But, first of all, he proposed to 
make personal application to the heir, who, by 
a candid representation of the case, might be 
inclined to do him justice. In consequence of 
this determination, he next morning put his 
writings in his pocket, and went in a chair to 
the house of the young nobleman, to whom being 
admitted by virtue of his appearance, and a small 
gratification to the porter, he explained the whole 
affair, corroborating his assertions with the papers 
which he produced, and describing the disgrace 
that would be entailed upon the memory of the 
deceased, should he be obliged to seek redress 
in a public court of justice. 

The executor, who was a person of good 
breeding, condoled him upon his loss with great 
good-nature, though he did not seem much sur- 
prised at his account of the matter ; but wished, 
that, since the fraud must have been committed, 
the damage had fallen upon the first mortgager, 
who, he said, was a thievish usurer, grown rich 
by the distresses of his fellow-creatures. In 
answer to our hero's remonstrances, he observed, 
tliat he did not look upon himself as obliged to 
pay the least regard to the character of his pre- 
decessor, who had used him with great barbarity 
and injustice, not only in excluding him from his 
countenance and assistance, but also in prejudic- 
ing his inheritance as much as lay in his power ; 
so that it could not be reasonably expected that 
he would pay ten thousand pounds of his debt, 
for which he had received no value. Peregrine, 
in spite of his chagrin, could not help owning 
within himself that there was a good deal of 
reason in this refusal. After having given loose 
to his indignation in the most violent invectives 
against the defunct, he took his leave of the 
complaisant heir, and had immediate recourse to 
the advice of counsel, who assured him that he 
had an excellent plea, and was accordingly 
rett^ined in the cause. 

AH these measures were taken in the first 
Tigour of his exertion, during which his spirits 



were so flustered with the diversity of passions 
produced by his mischance, that he mistook for 
equanimity that which was no other than intoxi* 
cation ; and two whole days elapsed before be 
attained a due sense of his misfortune. Then 
indeeil he under^vent a woeful self-examination : 
every circumstance of the inquiry added fresh 
pangs to his reflection ; and the result of the 
whole was a discoveiy that his fortune was totally 
consumed, and himself reduced to a state of the 
most deplorable dependence. This suggestion 
alone might, in the anguish of his despondency, 
have driven him to some desperate course, had 
not it been in some measure qualified by the 
confidence of his lawyers, and the assurance of 
the minister, which, slender as the world hath 
generally found them, were the only bulwarks 
between misery and him. 

The mind is naturally pliable, and, provided 
it has the least hope to lean upon, adapts itself 
wonderfully to the emergencies of fortune, espe- 
cially when the imagination is gay and luxuriant. 
This was the case with our adventurer : instead 
of indulging the melancholy ideas which his loss 
inspired, he had recourse to the flattering delu- 
sions of hope, soothing himself with unsubstantial 
plans of future greatness, and endeavouring to 
cover what was passed with the veil of oblivion. 
After some hesitation, he resolved to make Crab- 
tree acquainted with his misfortune, that once 
for all he might pass the ordeal of his satire, 
without subjecting himself to a long series of sar- 
castic hints and doubtful allusions, which he 
could not endure. He accordingly took the first 
opportunity of telling him that he was absolutely 
ruined by the perfidy of his patron, and desired 
that he would not aggravate his affliction by 
those cvnical remarks which were peculiar to 
men of*^ his misanthropical disposition. Cad- 
wallader listened to this declaration with internal 
surprise, which, however, produced no alteration 
in his countenance ; and, after some pause, ob- 
served, that our hero had no reason to look for 
any new observation from him upon this event, 
which he had long foreseen, and daily expected ; 
and exhorted him, with an ironical sneer, \fi 
console himself with the promise of the minister, 
who would doubtless discharge the debts of his 
deceased bosom-friend. 



CHAPTER XCIII. 

Peregrine commits himself to the Public, and is admitted 
Member of a College of Authors. 

The bitterness of this explanation being past, 
our young gentleman began to revolve within 
himself schemes for making up the deficiencies 
of his yearly income, which was now so gne^* 
ously reduced ; and determined to profit, in some 
shape or other, by those talents which he oweu 
to nature and education. He had, in his afflu- 
ence, heani of several authors, who, without ant 
pretensions to genius or human literature, eameil 
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a very genteel subsistence by undertaking work 
for booksellers, in which reputation was not at 
all concerned. One, for example, professed all 
manner of translation, at so much per sheet, and 
actually kept five or six amanuenses continually 
employed, like so many clerks in a counting- 
house ; by which means he was enabled to live at 
his ease, and enjoy his friend and his bottle, am- 
bitious of no other character than that of an honest 
friend dnd a good neighbour ; another projected 
a variety of plans for new dictionaries, which 
were executed under his eye by day-labourers ; 
and the province of a third was history and voy- 
ages, collected or abridged by understrappers of 
the same class. 

Mr. Pickle, in his comparisons, paid such 
deference to his own capacity, as banished all 
doubts- of his being able to excel any of those 
undertakers in their different branches of pro- 
fession, if ever he should be driven to that ex- 
periment : but his ambition prompted him to 
make his interest and glory coincide, by attempt- 
ing some performance which should do hirn 
honour with the public, and at the same time 
establish his importance among the copy-pur- 
chasers in town. With this view he wor- 
shipped the Muse ; and, conscious of the little 
regard which is in this age paid to every species 
of poetic composition, in which neither satire nor 
obscenity occurs, he produced an imitation of 
Juvenal, and lashed some conspicuous chamcters 
with equal truth, spirit, and severity. Though 
his name did not appear in the title-page of this 
production, he managed matters so as that the 
work was universally imputed to the true author, 
who was not altogether disappointed in his ex- 
pectations of success ; for the impression was 
immediately sold off, and the piece became the 
subject of conversation in all assemblies of taste. 
This happy exordium not only attracted the 
addresses of the booksellers, who made interest 
for his acquaintance, but also roused the notice 
of a society of authors, who styled themselves 
"the College;'* from which he was honoured 
with a deputation, offering to enrol him a member 
by unanimous consent. The person employed 
for this purpose, being a bard who had formerly 
tasted of our hero's bounty, used all his eloquence 
to persuade him to comply with the advances of 
their fraternity, which he described in such a 
manner as inflamed the curiosity of Pickle, who 
dismissed the ambassador with an acknowledg- 
ment of the great honour they conferred upon 
him, and a faithful promise of endeavouring to 
merit the continuance of their approbation. 

He was afterwards, by the same minister, in- 
structed in the ceremonies of the college ; and, 
in consequence of his information, composed an 
ode, to be publicly recited on the evening of his 
introduction. Pie understood that this constitu- 
tion was no other than a body of authors, incor- 
porated by mutual consent, for their joint ad- 
vantage and satisfaction, opposed to another 
assembly of the same kind, their avowed enemies 
and detractors : no wonder, then, that they 
sought to strengthen themselves with such a 
valuable acquisition as our hero v.\is likely to 



prove. The college consisted of authors only, 
and these of all degrees in point of reputation, 
from the fabricator of a song set to music, and 
sung at Marylebone, to the dramatic bard who 
had appeared in buskins upon the stage : nay, 
one of the members had actually finished eight 
books of an epic poem, for the publication of 
which he was at that time soliciting subscriptions. 
It cannot be supposed that such a congregation 
of the sons of Apollo would sit a whole evening 
with order and decorum, unless they were under 
the check of some established authority : and 
this inconvenience having been foreseen, they 
had elected a president, vested with full power to 
silence any member or members that should 
attempt to disturb the harmony and subordina- 
tion of the whole. The sage who at this time 
possessed the chair was a pereon in years, whose 
countenance was a lively portraiture of that ran- 
corous discontent which follows repeated damna- 
tion. He had been extremely unfortunate in his 
theatrical productions, and was, to use the words 
of a profane wag, who assisted at the condemna- 
tion of his last play, by this time, "d d 
beyond redemption." Nevertheless, he stiU 
tarried about the skirts of Parnassus, translating 
some of the classics, and writing miscellanies ; 
and, by dint of an invincible assurance, super- 
cilious insolence, the most undaunted virulence 
of tongue, and some knowledge of life, he made 
shift to acquire ^nd maintain the character of a 
man of learning and wit in the opinion of people 
who had neither, that is, thirty-nine in forty of 
those with whom he associated himself. He was 
even looked upon in this light by some few of 
the college ; though the major part of those 
who favoured his election were such as dreaded 
his malice, respected his experience and seniority, 
or hated his competitor, who was the epic poet. 
The chief end of this society, as I have already 
liinted, was to assist and support each other in 
(heir productions, which they mutually recom- 
mended to sale with all their art and influence, 
not only in private conversation, but also in 
occasional epigrams, criticisms, and advertise- 
ments inserted in the public papers. This science, 
which is known by the vulgar appellation of 
jDuffing, they carried to such a pitch of finesse, 
that an author very often wrote an abusive answer 
to his own performance, in order to inflame the 
curiosity of the town, by which it had been over- 
looked. Notwithstanding this general unanimity 
in the college, a private animosity had long sub- 
sisted between the two rivals I have mentioned, 
on account of precedence, to which both laid 
claim ; though, by a majority of votes, it had 
been decided in favour of the present chairman. 
The grudge indeed never proceeded to any degree 
of outrage or defiance, but manifested itself at 
every meeting in attempts to eclipse each other 
in smart sayings and pregnant repartee ; so that 
there was always a delicate mess of this kind of 
wit served up in the front of the evening, for 
the entertainment and example of the junior 
members, who never failed to divide upon this 
occasion, declaring themselves for one or other 
of the combatants, whom they encouraged by 
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their looks, gestures, and applause, according to 
the circumstances of the dispute. 

This honourable consistory was held in the 
hfist room of an ale-house, which afforded wine, 
punch, or beer, suitable to the purse or inclina- 
tion of every individual, who separately paid for 
his own choice ; and here was our hero intro- 
duced in the midst of twenty strangers, who, by 
their looks and equipage, formed a very pictur- 
esque variety. He was received with a most 
gracious solemnity, and placed at the right liand 
of the president, who, having commanded silence, 
recited aloud his introductory ode, which met 
with universal approbation. Then was tendered 
to him the customary oath, obliging him to 
consult the honour and advantage of the society 
as far as it should lie in his power, in every 
station of life ; and this being taken, his temples 
were bound with a wreath of laurel, which was 
kept sacred for such inauguration. 

When these rites were performed with all due 
ceremony, tlie new member cast his eyes around 
the place, and took a more accurate survey of his 
bcethren ; among whom he observed a strange 
collection of periwigs, with regard to the colour, 
fashions, and dimensions, which were such as he 
had never seen before. Those who sat on each 
side, nearest the president, were generally distin- 
guished by venerable ties, the faretops of which 
exhibited a surprising diversity ; some of them 
rose slanting backwards, like the glacis of a forti- 
fication; some were elevated in two distinct 
eminences, like the hills Helicon and Parnassus ; 
and others were curled and reflected, as the bonis 
of Jupiter Ammon, Next to these, the majors 
took place, many of which were mere succedanea, 
made by the application of an occasional rose to 
the tail of a lank bob ; and in the lower form 
appeared masses of hair, which would admit of 
no description. 

Their clothes were tolerably well suited to the 
furniture of their heads : the apparel of the upper 
bench being decent and clean, while that of the 
second class was threadbare and soiled ; and, at 
the lower end of the room, he perceived divers 
efforts made to conceal their rent breeches and 
dirty linen ; nay, he could distinguish by their 
countenances the different kinds of poetry in 
which they exercised the Muse. He saw Tragedy 
conspicuous in the grave solemnity of regard ; 
Satire louring in a frown of envy and discontent ; 
Elegy whining in a funeral aspect ; Pastoral 
dozing in a most insipid languor of face ; Ode- 
writing delineated in a distracted stare ; and 
Epigram squinting with a pert sneer. Perhaps 
our hero refined too much in lus penetnEation, 
when he affirmed that, over and above these 
dfecoveries, he could plainly perceive the state of 
every one's finances, and would have undertaken 
to have guessed each particular sum, without 
varying three farthings from the truth. The 
conversation, instead of becoming general, began 
to fall into parties : and the epic poet had 
actually attracted the attention of a private com- 
mittee, when the chairman interposed, calling 
aloud, **No cabals, no consiMracies, gentlemen ! ** 
His rlTal, thmkiDg it incvmbent vpoiir him to 



make some reply ta this rebuke, answered, '* Wc 
have no secrete;: be that- hath ears,, let him heai^** 
This was. spoken as an intimation to the company^ 
whose looks were instantly whetted wttli the 
expectation of their ordinary meal ; but tlie presi- 
dent seemed to decline the contest ; for, without 
putting on his fighting face, he calmly replied 
that he had seen Mr. Metaphor tip the wink, and 
whisper to one oA his confederates, and theace 
judged that there was something mysterious ou 
the carpet 

The epic poet,, believing his antagonist crest* 
fallen, resolved to take the advantage of his 
dejection, that he might enhance his own char- 
acter in the opinion of the stranger; and with 
that view asked, with an ait of exultation,, if a 
man might not be allowed to have a convulsion 
in his eye, without being suspected of a con- 
spiracy? The president, perceiving his drift, and 
piqued at his presumption, "To be sure," said 
he, " a man of a weak head may be very well 
supposed to have convulsions in his eyes.** This 
repartee produced a laugh of triumph among the 
clmirman's adherents, one of whom observed, 
that his rival had got a smart rap on the jjatc 
** Yes," replied the bard, "in that respect Mr. 
Chairman has the advantage of me. Had rscf 
head been fortified with a horn- work, I should 
not have been so sensible of the stroke." Ths 
retort, which carried a severe allusion to the 
president's wife, lighted up the countenances of 
the aggressor's friends, which had begun to be 
a little obumbrated ; and had a contrary effject 
upon the other faction, till their chief, collecting 
all his capacity, returned the salute, by observing, 
tlmt there was no occasion for a horn-work, when 
the covered way was not worth defendinc. 

Such a reprisal upon Mr. Metaphors yoke- 
fellow, who was by no means remarkable fbr her 
beauty, could not fail to operate upon tlie 
hearers; and as for the bard himself,^ he was 
evidently ruffled by the reflection ; to which, 
however, he, without hesitation, replied, " Egad£ 
'tis my opinion, that if your covered way was lai<^ 
open, few people would venture to- give the 
assault. " — ** Not unless tlieir batteries were more 
effectual than the fire of your wit," said the presi- 
dent. ** As for that matter," cried the other with 
precipitation, ** they would have no occasion to 
batter in breach ; ihey would find the angle of 
the lapncelU bastion demolished to their hands ; 
he, he ! "^— ** But I befieve it would sui-pass your 
understanding,** resumed the chairman, "to fill 
up the>5^«f."— " That, I own, is impracticable," 
replied the bard : ** there I should meet with a 
hiatus max imt dejlendus / " 

The president, exasperated at this insimiation 
, m presence of the new member, exclaimed, with 
indignation in his looks, ** And yet, if a body of 
pioneers were set at work upon your skull, they 
would find rubbish enough to choke up all the 
common seweis in town." Here a groan was 
ottered by the admirers of the epic poet, who, 
taking a pinch of snuff with great compoauie, 
**VVhen a man grows scurrilous," said he, "I 
take it for an undoubted proof of his overthrow." 
—"If that be the case,** cried the other, "you 
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yourself must brthe wuiqaished. psity ; for you. 
-was. the first, that was ddven to^ personal abuse.'' 
— -»**1 appeal^'* answerecL the bard> "to. those 
vrho. can distinguish.. Gentlemen,, your judg* 
ment!" 

This refarenoej pn)daced a.univeisal clamour, 
and the whole college -was involved in confusion. 
£very.- man. entered into dispute. ^th. his neigh- 
bour on the merits of this. cause.. The chairman 
interposal his authority in vain ; the noise <grew 
louder and louder; the disputants waxed warm ; 
the epithets of blockhead, fool, and. scoundrel 
were bandied about. Per^rine: enjoyed: the 
uproar, and, leaping upon the: table» sounded 
the charge to battle,, which was immediately, 
commenced in ten. different duels. The lighta 
were extinguished ; the combatants thrashed one 
another, without distinction ; the mischievous* 
Pickle distributed sundry random blows in the 
dork; and the people below, being alarmed 
with the sound of application, the overturning 
of chairs, and the outcries of those who were 
engaged, came up-stairs in a body with lights to 
reconnoitre, and, if possible, qudl this hideous 
tumult. 

Objects were no sooner rendered visible^ than 
the field of battle exhibited strange groups of the 
standing and the fallen. Each of Mr. Metaphor's 
eyes, was surrounded with a. circle of a livid hue, 
and the president's nose distilled a quantity of 
dotted blood. One of the tragic authors, finding 
himself assaulted in the dark, had, by way of a 
poniard, employed upon his adversary's throat a 
knife which lay upon the tables for the conveni- 
ence of. cutting cheese ; but, by^ the blessing of 
God, the edge of it was not keen enough to enter 
die skin, which it had only scratched in divers 
places. A satirist had almost' bit off the ear of a 
lyric bard. Shirts and neckcloths were torn to 
nigs ; and there was such a woeful wreck of peri- 
wigrs on the floor, that no examination could 
adjust the property of the owners, the greatest 
part of whom were obliged to use handkerchiefs 
by way of- nigh leaps. 

The fray, however, ceased at the approach of 
those who interposed ; part of the combatants 
being tired of an exercise in which- they had 
received nothing but hard blows ; part of them 
being intimidated by the remonstrances of the 
landlord and his company^ who threatened to 
call- the watch ; and a very few- being ashamed 
of the scandalous- dispute in which they were 
detected. But though the battle was ended, it 
was impossible, for that evening,, to restore har- 
mony and good order to the society, which broke 
up, after the president had pronounced a- short 
and confused apology to our adventurer for the 
indecent uproar which had unfortunately hap- 
pened on the first night of his admission. In- 
deed, Peregrine deliberated with himself, whe- 
ther or not his- reputation would allow him to 
appear again- among this venerable fraternity ; 
but, as he knew some of them to be men of real 
genius, how ridiculous soever their carriage 
might be modified; and was of that laughing 
disposition which is always- seeking food for 
mirth, as* Horace obscR*ves- of Philippu% 



he resolved- to frequent the college, notwith- 
standing this accident which happened at his' 
inauguration ; being thereto, moreover, induced' 
by his desire of- knowing- the private history of 
the stage, with which he supposed some of the- 
members perfectly well acquainted. He wasi 
also visited, before the next meeting, by hi** 
introductor, who assured him that such a tumult 
had never happened since the first institution of 
the assembly, till that very nig-ht ; and promi^cd^ 
that, for the future, he should have no cause* to 
be scandalized at their behaviour, • ' 

Persuaded by these motives and assurances, he 
trusted himself once more in the midst of' their 
community, and' everythingTsroceeded with great 
decorum; all dispute and altercation was avoided ; 
and the college applied itself seriously to the 
purposes of its meeting; namely, to hear the 
grievances of individuals, and assist them with 
salutary advice. The first person that craved 
redress, was a noisy North. Briton, who com- 
plained, in a strange dialect, that he had, in the 
beginning of the season, presented a comedy to 
the manager of a certain theatre, who, after it 
had lain six weeks in his hands, returned it to 
the author, affirming there was neither sense nor 
English in the performance. 
. The president, who, by the bye, had* revised 
the piece, thinking his own reputation concerned, 
declared, in presence of the whole society, that, 
with regard to sense, he would not undertake to 
vindicate the production ; buti in point of lan- 
guage, no fault could be justly laid to its charge : 
**The case, however, is very plain," said he : 
**the manager never gave himself the trouble- 
to peruse the play, but formed a judgment of 
it' from the conversation of the author, never 
dreaming that it had undergone the revisal of an 
English writer ; be that as it will, you are infi- 
nitely-obliged to him for having despatched you* 
so soon, and I shall have the better opinion of 
him- for it so long as I live; for I have known*- 
other guise authors thanyou, that is, in point of 
interest and fame, kept in continual attendanor 
and dependence during the best part of their 
lives, and, after all, disappointed in the expect- 
ation of seeing their penbrmances exhibited on: 
the stage. 
f 



CHAPTER XCIV. 

Further Proceedings of the College. 

This aflfkirwas no sooner discussed, than another 
gentleman exhibited a complaint, signifying that 
he had undertaken- to translate- into- English a 
certain celebrated author, who had' been cruelly 
mangled by former attempt ; and that, as soon 
as his design took air, the proprietors' of those 
miserable translations had emieavoured* to preju- 
dice his work, by indUstvk>U9 insinuations, con- 
trary tO'tttith' and fhir d^ing, im^rting that he 
dfd> not onderstaRid' 6ne* ipnd- ot the language 
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which he pretended to translate. This being a 
case that nearly concerned the greatest part of 
the audience, it was taken into serious delibera* 
lion : some observed, that it was not only a 
malicious effort against the plaintiff, but also a 
spiteful advertisement to the public, tending to 
promote an inquiry into the abilities of all other 
translators, few of whom, it was well known, 
were £0 qualified as to stand the test of sucli 
examination. Others said, that over and above 
this consideration, which ought to have its due 
weight with the college, there was a necessity 
for concerting measures to humble the presump- 
tion of booksellers, who had, from time imme- 
morial, taken all opportunities to oppress and 
enslave their authors ; not only by limiting men 
of genius to the wages of journeymen tailors, 
without even allowing them one sabbath in the 
week, but also in taking such advantages jof their 
necessities as were inconsistent with justice and 
humanity. 

"For example," said one of the members, 
** after I myself had acquired a little reputation 
with the town, I was caressed by one of those 
tyrants, who professed a friendship for me, and 
even supplied me with money, according to the 
exigences of my situation ; so that I looked upon 
him as the miiTor of disinterested benevolence ; 
and, had he known my disposition, and treated 
me accordingly, I should have written for him 
upon his own terms. After I had used his friend- 1 
ship in this manner for some time, I happened 
to have occasion for a small sum of money, and 
with great confidence made another application 
to my good friend ; when all of a sudden he put 
a stop to his generosity ; refused to accommodate 
me in the most abrupt and mortifying style ; and 
though I was at that time pretty far advanced in 
a work for his benefit, which was a sufficient 
security for what I owed him, he roundly asked, 
how" I proposed to pay the money which I had 
already borrowed? Thus was I used like a 

young w just come upon the town, whom 

the b d allows to run into her debt, that she 

may have it in her power to oppress her at 
pleasure ; and, if the sufferer complains, she is 
treated like the most ungrateful wretch upon 
earth ; and that too with such appearance of 
reason, as may easily mislead an unconcerned 
spectator. "You unthankful drab!" she will 
say, ** didn't I take you into my house when you 
hadn't a shifl to your back, a petticoat to your 
tail, nor a morsel of bread to put in your belly ? 
Ha'n't I clothed you from head to foot like a 
gentlewoman, supported you with board, lodg- 
ing, and all necessaries, till your own extrava- 
gance hath brought you into distress ? and now 
you have the impudence, you nasty, stinking, 
brimstone bungaway ! to say you are hardly 
dealt with, when I demand no more than my 
Thus the w and the author are 



own. 



equally oppressed, and even left without the 
melancholy privilege of complaining; so that 
they are fain to subscribe to such terms as their 
creditors shall please to impose." 

This illustration operated so powerfully upon 
the conviction and resentment of the whole col- 



lege, that revenge was universally denounced 
against those who had aggrieved the plaintiff; 
and after some debate, it was agreed that he 
should make a new translation o£ some other 
saleable book, in opposition to a former version 
belonging to the delmquents, and print it in such a 
small size, as would enable him to undersell their 
property; and that this new translation should 
be recommended, and introduced into the world 
with the whole art and influence of the society. 

This affair being settled to the satisfaction of 
all present, an author of some character stood 
up, and craved the advice and assistance of his 
fellows, in punishing a certain nobleman of great 
pretensions to taste, who, in consequence of a 
production which this gentleman had ushered 
into the world with universal applause, not only 
desired, but even eagerly courted his acquaint- 
ance. "He invited me to his I'.ouse," said he, 
"where I was overwhelmed with civility and 
professions of friendshijj : lie insisted upon my 
treating him as an intimate, and calling upon 
him at all hours, without ceremony ; he made 
me promise to breakfast with him at least three 
times a week. In short, I looked upon myself 
as veiy fortunate, in meeting with such advances 
from a man of his interest and reputation, who 
had it in his power to befriend me effectually in 
my passage through life ; and, that I might not 
give him any cause to think I neglected his 
friendship, I went to his house in two days, with 
a view of drinking chocolate, according to ap- 
pointment ; but he had been so much fatigued 
with dancing at an assembly overnight, that his 
valet-de-chambre would not venture to wake him 
so early ; and I left my compliments to his lord- 
ship, with a performance in manuscript, which 
he had expressed a most eager desire to peruse. 
I repeated my visit next morning, that his im- 
patience to see me might not have some violent 
effect upon his constitution ; and received a 
message from his minister, signifying, that he 
had been highly entertained with the manuscript 
I had left, a great part of which he had read ; 
but was at present so busy in contriving a proper 
dress for a private masquerade, which would be 
given that same evening, that he could not have 
the pleasure of my company at breakfast. This 
was a feasible excuse, which I admitted accord- 
ingly, and in a day or two appeared again, when 
his lordship was particularly engaged. This 
might possibly be the case ; and therefore I 
returned the fourth time, in hopes of finding him 
more at leisure ; but he had gone out about half 
an hour before my arrival, and left my perform- 
ance with his valet-de-chambre, who assured me 
that his lord had perused it with infinite pleasure. 
Perhaps I might have retired very well satisfied 
with this declaration, had not I, in my passage 
through the hall, heard one of the footmen, upon 
the top of the staircase, pronounce with an audible 
voice, * Will your lordship please to be at home 
when he calls ? * It is not to be supposed that I 
was pleased at this discovery, which I no sooner 
made, than, turning to my conductor, * I find,' 
said I, * his lordship is disposed to be abroad to 
more people than me this morning.' The fellpw, 
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though a valet-de-chambre, bhished at this ob- 
servation ; and I withdrew, not a little irritated 
at the peer's disingenuity, and fully resolved to 
spare him my visits for the future. It was not 
long after this occasion, that I happened to meet 
him in the park, and, being naturally civil, I 
could not pass him without a salutation of the 
hat, which he returned in the most distant 
manner, though we were both solitaiy, and not 
a soul within view ; and when that very perform- 
ance, which he had applauded so warmly, was 
lately published by subscription, he did not 
bespeak so much as one copy. I have often 
reflected with wonder upon this inconsistency in 
his conduct. I never courted his patronage, 
nor, indeed, thouglit of his name, until he made 
interest for my acquaintance ; and if he was 
disappointed in my conversation, why did he 
press me so much to further connection?'* 

" The case is very clear," cried the chairman, 
interrupting him; "he is one of those connois- 
seurs who set up for taste, and value themselves 
upon knowing all men of genius, whom they 
would be thought to assist in their productions. 
I will lay an even bet with any man, that his 
lordship, on the strength of that slender inter- 
view, together with the opportunity of having 
seen your performance in manuscript, has already 
hinted to every company in which he is conversant 
that you solicited his assistance in retouching the 
piece which you have now offered to the public, 
and that he was pleased to favour you with his 
advice, but found you obstinately bigoted to your 
own opinion in some points relating to those 
very passages which have not met with the ap- 
probation of the town. As for his caresses, there 
was nothing at all extraordinary in his behaviour. 
By the time you have lived to my age, you will 
not be surprised to see a courtier's promise and 
performance of a different complexion ; not but 
that I would willingly act as an auxiliary in your 
resentment. " 

The opinion of the president was strengthened 
by the concurrence of all the members ; and all 
other complaints and memorials being deferred 
till another sitting, the college proceeded to an 
exercise of wit, which was generally performed 
once every fortnight, with a view to promote the 
expectoration of genius. The subject was occa- 
sionally chosen by the chairman, who opened 
the game with some shrewd remark naturally 
arising from the conversation ; and then the ball 
was tossed abput from one corner of the room to 
the other, according to the motions of the spirit. 

That the reader may have a just idea of this 
sport, and of the abilities of those who carried it 
on, I shall repeat the sallies of this evening, 
according to the order and succession in which 
they escaped. One of the members, observing 
that Mr* Metaphor was absent, was told by the 
pei-son who sat next to him, that the poet had 
foul weather at home, and could not stir abroad. 
;**What!" said the president, interposing, with 
the signal upon his countenance, **is he wind- 
bound in port?" — ** Wine -bound, I suppose," 
cried another. ** Hooped with wine ! a strange 
metaphor ! " said the third " Not if he has got 



into a hogshead,** answered the fourth. ** The 
hogshead will sooner get into him,** replied a 
fifth; "it must be a tun or an ocean.** — "No 
wonder, then, if he should be overwhelmed,** 
said a sixth. "If he should, " cried a seventh, 
"he will cast up when his gall breaks." — "That 
must be very soon,** roared an eighth, " for it 
has long been ready to burst.*' — "No, no," 
observed a ninth, "he'll stick fast at the bottom, 
take my word for it ; he has a natural alacrity in 
sinking." — "And yet," remarked a tenth, "I 
have seen him in the clouds.** — "Then was he 
cloudy, I suppose," cried the eleventh. " So 
dark, replied the other, "that his meaning 
could not be perceived.** — " For all that," said 
the twelfth, "he is easily seen through.** — " You 
talk," answered the thirteenth, "as if his head 
was made of glass." — "No, no,'* cried a four- 
teenth, "his head is made of more durable stuff; 
it will bend before it breaks.'* — "Yet I have 
seen it broken,*' resumed the president. — "Did" 
you perceive any wit come out at the hole?" said 
another. — " His wit," replied the chairman, "is 
too subtle to be perceived.** 

A third mouth was just opened, when the 
exercise was suddenly, interrupted by the dreadful 
cry of " Fire ! " which issued from the kitchen, 
and involved the whole college in confusion. 
Every man endeavouring to be the first in making 
his exit, the door and passage were blocked up ; 
each individual was pommelled by the person 
that happened to be behind him. This commu- 
nication produced noise and exclamation; clouds 
of smoke rolled upwards into the apartment, and 
terror sat on every brow ; when Peregiine, seeing 
no prospect of retreating by the door, opened 
one of the windows, and fairly leaped into the 
street, wlvere he found a crowd of people assem- 
bled to contribute their assistance in extinguishing 
the flames. Several members of the college fol- 
lowed his example, and happily accomplished 
their escape ; the chairman himself, being un- 
willing to use the same expedient, stood trem- 
bling on the brink of descent, dubious of his own 
agility, and dreading the consequence of such a 
leap, when a chaij.* happening to pass, he laid hold 
on the opportunity, and, by an exertion of his 
muscles, pitched upon the top of the carriage, 
which was immediately overturned in the kennel, 
to the grievous annoyance of the fare, which 
happened to be a certain effeminate beau, in full 
dress, on his way to a private assembly. 

This phantom, hearing the noise overhead, and 
feeling the shock of being overthrown at the same 
time, thought that some whole tenement liad fallen 
upon the chair, and, in the terror of being crushed 
to pieces, uttered a scream, which the populace 
supposed to proceed from the mouth of a woman, 
and therefore went to his assistance; while the 
chairmen, instead of ministering to his occasions, 
no sooner recollected themselves, than they ran 
in pursuit of their overthrower, who, being accus- 
tomed to escape from bailiffs, dived into a dark 
alley, and, vanishing in a trice, was not visible 
to any living soul until he appeared next day on 
Tower-hill. 

The humane part of the mob, who bestirred 
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U^einselves for the relief of the supposed. l£idy, no 
sponer perceived their mistake in: the appearance 
of the beau, who stared around! binx with horror 
and alright, than their compassion was changed 
into mirth, and. they, began to pass a great. many 
unsavoury jokesL upon his misfortune, which they 
now discovered no inclination to alleviate;, and 
he found himself-, very uncomfortably beset, when 
Pickle, pitying his situation, interposed in. his 
behalf and prevailed upon the chairmen to^arry 
him into the house of an apothecary in the neigh- 
bourhood, to whom his mischance proved a very 
advantageous accident ; for the fright operated so 
violently upon his nerves, that he was seized, with 
a delirium, and lay a whole fortnight deprived 
of his senses; during whicK period he was. not 
neglected in point. of medicines, food, and attend- 
ance, but royally regaled, as appeared by the con- 
tents of his landlord's bill. 

Qur adventurer, having seen this unf6rtunate 
beau safely housed, returned to the scene of tlie 
other calamity, which, as it was no other than a 
foul chimney, soon yielded to the endeavours of 
the family, and was happily overcome, without 
any other bad consequence than that of alarming 
t^e neighbours, disturbing the college, and dis- 
ordering the brain of a beau. Eager, to be ac- 
quainted with the particular constitutions of a 
society which seemed to open upon him by 
degrees, Mr. Pickle did not fail to appear at the 
next meeting, when several petitions were laid 
before the board, in behalf of those members 
who were confined in the prisons of the Fleet, 
Marshalsea, and King's Bench. As those un- 
hsq^py authors expected nothing from, their 
brethren but advice and good offices,, which did 
not concern the pui*se, the memorials were con- 
sidered with great care and. humanity ; and, upon 
this occasion, Peregrine had it in his power to 
manifest his importance to the community ; for 
he happened to be acquainted with the creditor 
of one of the prisoners, and knew that gentle- 
man!s severity was owing to his resentment at 
the behaviour of the debtor, who had lampooned 
Itim.in print, because he refused to comply with 
a. fresh demand, after he had lent him money to 
t^e amount, of a. considerable sum. Our young 
gentleman^, therefore, understanding that the 
author was penitent, and disposed to make a 
seasonable submission,, promised to employ his 
influence with the creditor towards an accom- 
modation ; and in. a. few days actually obtained 
his release. 

The social duties being discharged, the convers* 
ation took a general turn, and several new pro- 
ductions were freely criticised ; those especially 
whicli belonged to authors who were either un- 
connected with, or unknown to, the college. Nor 
did the profession of stage-playing escape the 
cognisance of the assembly; a deputation of the 
most judicious> members: being sent weekly to 
each theatre, with a view of making remarks 
upon -the performance of the actors. The censors 
for the preceding week were accordingly called 
upon to give in-their report ; and the play which 
they had reviewed was "The Revenge.'* 

" Mr. Q.^--^" said, the second censor, " take 



him all in. all, is certitinly the.most completcand 
unblemished pfaformer that even appeared on our 
stage, noty«iths/tandiiig,th.e blind adoration wbidi 
is paid tQ his rivaL I. went two night9 sigowith 
an express design to criticise his action;. I could 
6nd no room for censure,, but infinity subject- for 
admimtion and applause. In. Pierre iie:is great, 
in Othello excellent, but in Zanga beyond, all 
imitation. Over and above the distinctness of 
pronunciation, the dignity of attitude, and. ex- 
pression of face,, his gestures are so just, and 
significant,. that a man, though utterly bereft of 
the sense of hearing, might by seeir^ him only 
understand the meaning of every word he speaks. 
Sure nothing can be more exquisite than his 
manner, of telling Isabella how Alonzo behaved, 
when, he found the incendiary letter which she 
had dropped by the Moor's direction ; and when, 
to crowa his vengeance, he discovers himself to 
be the contriver of all the mischief that had 
happened, he manifests a. perfect masterpiece of 
action, in pronouncing these four little monosyl- 
lables, * Know, then, twas 1.* " 

Peregrine, having eyed the critic some minutes, 
"I fancy," said he, '*your praise must be ironir 
cal ; because, in the very two situations you men- 
tion, L think I have seen that player out-herod 
Ilerod, or in other words^ exceed all his other 
extravagances. The intention of the author is, 
that the Moor should communicate to his con- 
fidant a: piece of information contained in a few 
lines, which, doubtless, ought to be repeated 
with an air of eagerness and satisfaction, not 
with the ridiculous grimace of a monkey, to 
wliich,. methought, liis action bore an intimate 
resemblance in uttering this^ plain sentence : — 



-he took it up ; 



But scarce was it unfolded to his si£:ht. 
When he, as if an arrow, pierced his eye, 
Startedj and trembling dropp'd it on the ground. 

In pronouncing the first two words, this egregious 
actor stoops down, and seems to take up some- 
thing from the stage ; then, proceeding to repeat 
what follows^ mimics the nranner of unfolding a 
letter; when he-mentions the simile of an arrow 
piercing the eye, he darts his. forefinger towanls 
that organ ; then recoils with great violence when 
the word 'started' is expressed; and when he 
comes to * trembling dropp'd it on the ground,' 
he thro>vs all his limbs into a tremulous-emotion, 
and shakes the imaginary paper from his- hand. 
The latter part of: the description is canied on 
with the same minute gesticulation while he 
says: — • 

Pale and aghast awltile my ^'icUm stood. 
Disguised a' sigh or two, and puflTd them from him : 
Then.rubb'd tus brow, and took it up again* 

Tlie pliLyer*s countenance assumes a wild stare, 
he sighs twice most piteously, as if he were ontlie 
point of suffocation, scrubs his forehead; and, 
bending his body, apes the action of snatching 
an object from the floor. Nor is this dexterity 
of dumb show omitted when he concludes his 
intimation in these three lines: — 

At first he look'd as if he meant to read it ; 
But, check'd by rising fears, he cnish'd it thus» 
1 And thrust it, like an adder, in hb bosom. 
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Here the ju^ipiou^ perfoirmer imitates the. cqh- 
fusion and con€.em of Alonzo, seems to east: his 
eyes upon something, from which they are imme- 
diately withdrawn with horror and pcecipitation, 
then,^ shutting his fist with a violent squeeze, as 
if he intended to make immediate application to 
Isabella's nose, he rams it in his own bosqm with 
all the horror and agitation of a thief taken in the 
manner. Were the player debarred the use of 
speech, and' obliged to act to the eyes only of the 
audience, this mimicry might be a necessary con- 
veyance of his meaning ; but when he is at liberty 
to signify his ideas by language,, nothing can be 
more trivial, forced, unnatural, and antic, than 
this superfluous mummery. Not that I would 
exclude from the representation the graces of 
action, without which the choicest sentiments, 
clothed in the most exquisite expression, would 
appear unanimated and insipid ; but these are as 
different from this ridiculous burlesque as is the 
demeanour of a Tully in the rostrum from the 
tricks of a Jack-pudding on a mountebank's stage; 
and, for the truth of what I allege, I appeal to 
the observation of any person who has considered 
the elegance of attitude and propriety of gesture 
as they are universally acknowledged in the real 
characters of life. Indeed, I have known a 
Gascon whose limbs were as eloquent as his 
tongue ; he never mentioned the word sleep 
without reclining his head upon his liand ; when 
he had occasion to talk of a horse, he always 
started up and trotted across the room, except 
when he was so situated that he could not stir 
without* incommoding the company, and. in that 
case he contented himself with neighing aloud ; 
if a dog happened to be the subject of his con- 
versation, he wagged his tail, and grinned in a 
most significant manner; and one day he ex- 
pressed his desire of going backwards with such 
natural imitation, of his purpose, that everybody 
in the room firmly believed he had actually over- 
shot himself, and fortified tlieir nostrils accord- 
ingly ; yet no man ever looked upon this virtuoso 
to be the standard of propriety in point of speak- 
ing and deportment. For my own part, I confess 
the playec in qMestion would,, by dint of these 
qualifications, make a very good figure in the 
character of Pant^aloon's lacquey, in the enter- 
tainment of * Perseus and Andromeda,* and per- 
Ixaps might a4:quire some reputation by turning 
* The Revenge*" mto a pantomime ; in which, case 
I would advise him to come upon the stage pro- 
vided with at handful of flour, in order to besmear 
his face when he pronounces * paie and aghast,' 
&.C., and methinks heouglit to illustrate the adder 
with a hideous hiss. But let us now come to the 
other situation, in which tliis modem i£sopu8 is 
supposed to distinguish himself so muclu — I mean 
the same iclaircissement comprehend\ed in * Know 
then, *twas — —I. *" His manner, I own^, may be 
altered since I was present at the lepresenlaiion 
of that performance ; but certain I am,, when I 
beheld hka in that critical conjuncture, his be^ 
haviour appeared to me so uncouth, that I really 
imagined he was visited by some epileptic dis- 
temper, for he stood tottering and gasping for 
the space of two nunutes, like a. man. suddenly 



struck with the p^tey;. and, after vacious^ dtstprr- 
tions and side-shakings,, as.if he had4£^t< fleas io; 
his doublet, heaved up from his lungs the leU^. 
/, like a huge anchor from foul groui)cL" 

This criticism was acceptable to- t4)e majontjr* 
of the college, who had no great i^euemtion for 
the player in question ; and his admirer, without 
making any replyi asked in a whisper of the* 
gentleman who sat next to him if Pickle had: not 
offered some production to the stage^ and met 
with a repulse. 



CHAPTER XCV. 

The young Gentleman is introduced to a Virtuoso of (he 
first Order, and commences Yelper. 

Hitherto Peregrine had professed himself an 
author, without reaping the fruits of that occu- 
pation, except the little fame he had acquired by 
his late satire ; but now he thought it high time 
to weigh "solid pudding against empty praise;"" 
and therefore engaged with some booksellers in 
a certain translation which he obliged himself \.<y 
perform for the consideration of two hundred 
pounds. The articles of agreement being drawn,, 
he began his task with great eagerness, rose early 
in the morning to his work, at which he laboured 
all day long, went abroad with the bats in the 
evening, and appeared in the coffee-house, where 
he amused himself with the newspapers and con« 
versation till nine o'clock ; then he retired to his 
own apartment, and, after a slight repast, betook 
himself to rest,, that he might be able to unroost 
with the cock. This sudden change from his> 
former way of life agreed so ill with his disposi- 
tion, that, for the first time, he was troubled 
with flatulences and indigestion, which produced 
anxiety and dejection of spirits, and the nature 
of hi.s situation began in some measure to discom- 
pose his brain, — a discovery which he no sooner 
made than he had recourse to the advice of a 
young physician, who was a member of the col- 
lege of authors, and at this time one of our hero's 
most intimate acquaintance. 

The son of iSsculapius, having considered his 
case, imputed his disorder to the right cause, 
namely, want of exercise ; dissuaded him from 
such close application to study until he should 
be gradually finmiliarized to a seflentary life;;, 
advised him to enjoy his friend and his bottle in 
moderation, and wean himself from, his former 
customs by degrees ;. and; above all tilings, to 
rise immediately after his first sleep, and exercise 
himself in a morning's^ walk. IH order to render 
this last part of the prescription the more palat- 
able, the doctor promised to attend him in thes& 
early excursions, and even to introduce him to a 
certain personage of note,, who gave a sort of 
public breakfasting to the minor virtuosi of the 
age, and often employed his interest in behalf of 
those who- properly cultivaised his countenance 
and approbation. 

Xha pcsosposal was extroxtdy acoeptidi^ to ouir 
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young gentleman, who, besides the advantage 
which might accrae to him from such a valuable 
connection, foresaw much entertainment and 
satisfaction in the discourse of so many learned 
guests. The occasions of liis health and interest, 
moreover, coincided in another circumstance ; 
the minister's levee being kept betimes in the 
morning; so that he could perform his walk, 
yield his attendance, and breakfast at this philo- 
sophical board, without encroaching a great deal 
upon his other avocations. Measures being thus 
preconcerted, the physician conducted our ad- 
venturer to the house of this celebrated sage, to 
whom he recommended him as a gentleman of 
genius and taste, who craved the honour of his 
acquaintance; but he had previously smoothed 
the way to his introduction by representing 
Peregrine as a young fellow of great ambition, 
spirit, and address, who could not fail to make a 
figure in the world ; that, therefore, he would 
be a creditable addition to the subordinates of 
such a patron, and by his qualifications, intre- 
pidity, and warmth of temper, turn out a 
consummate herald of his fame. Upon these 
considerations he met with a most engaging 
reception from the entertainer, who was a well- 
bred man, of some learning, generosity, and 
taste ; but his foible was the desire of being 
thought the inimitable pattern of all three. 

It was with a view to acquire and support this 
character, that his house was open to all those 
who had any pretensions to literature; conse- 
quently, he was surrounded by a strange variety 
of pretenders ; but none were discouraged, be- 
cause he knew that even the most insignificant 
might, in some shape, conduce to the propagation 
of his praise. A babbler, though he cannot run 
upon the scent, may spring the game, and, by 
his yelping, lielp to fill up the cry : no wonder, 
then, that a youth of Pickle's accomplishments 
was admitted, and even invited into the pack. 
After having enjoyed a very short private audi- 
ence in the closet, our young gentleman was 
shown into another room, where half a dozen of 
his fellow-adlierents waited for their Mrecenas, 
who in a few minutes appeared with a most 
gracious aspect, received the compliments of the 
morning, and sat down. to breakfast in the midst 
of them, without any further ceremony. 

The conversation at first turned upon the 
weather, which was investigated in a very philo- 
sophical manner by one of the company, who 
seemed to have consulted all the barometers and 
thermometers that ever were invented, before he 
would venture to affirm that it was a chill morn- 
ing. This subject being accurately discussed, 
the chief inquired about the news of the learned 
world; and his inclination was no sooner ex- 
pressed, than ever^ guest opened his mouth, in 
oixler to gratify his curiosity: but he that first 
captivated his attention, was a meagre, shrivelled 
antiquary, who looked like an animated mummy, 
which had been scorched among the sands of the 
desert. He told the patron, that he had by 
accident met with a medal, which, though it was 
defaced by time, he would venture to pronounce 
a genuine antique, from the ringing and taste of 



the metal, as well as the colour and composition 
of the rust : so saying, he produced a piece of 
copper coin, so consumed and disguised by age, 
that scarce a vestige of the impression was to be 
perceived. Nevertheless, tliis connoisseur pre- 
tended to distinguish a face in profile, from 
which he concluded that the piece was of the 
Upper Empire, and on the reverse he endeavoured 
to point out the bulb of the spear, and part of 
the parazonium, which were the insignia of the 
Roman Virtus, together with the fragment of 
one fold of the multicium in which she was 
clothed. He likewise had discovered an angle 
of the letter N, and, at some distance, an entire 
I : from these circumstances conjecturing, and 
indeed concluding, that the medal was struck by 
Severus, in honour of the victory he had obtained 
over his rival Niger, after he had forced the 
passes of Mount Taurus. This criticism seemed 
very satisfactory to the entertainer, who, having 
examined the coin by the help of Iiis spectacles, 
plainly discerned the particulars which the owner 
had mentioned, and was pleased to term his 
account of the matter a very ingenious ex- 
planation. 

The curiosity was circulated thfough the hands 
of all present, and every virtuoso, in his turn, 
licked the copper, and rang it upon the hearth, 
declaring his assent to the judgment which had 
been pronounced. At length it fell under the 
inspection of our young gentleman, who, though 
no antiquarian, was very well acquainted with 
the current coin of his own country, and no 
sooner cast his eyes upon the valuable antique, 
than he affirmed, without hesitation, that it was 
no other than the ruins of an English farthing, 
and that same spear, parazonium, and multicium, 
the remains of the emblems and drapery with 
which the figure of Britannia is delineated on 
our copper money. This hardy asseveration 
seemed to disconcert the patron, while it in- 
censed the medalist, who, grinning like an enraged 
baboon. ** What d'ye tell me of a brass farthing?" 
said he. ** Did you ever know modem brass of 
such a relish? Do but taste it, young gentle- 
man ; and sure I am, if you have ever been 
conversant with subjects of this kind, you will 
find as wide a difference in the savour between 
this and an English farthing, as can possibly be 
perceived betwixt an onion and a turnip : besides, 
this medal has the true Corinthian ring ; then 
the attitude is upright, whereas that of Britannia 
is reclining ; and how is it possible to mistake a 
branch of palm for a parazonium ? " 

All the rest of the company espoused the 
virtuoso's side of the question, becausethe reputa- 
tion of each was concerned. The patron, finding 
himself in the same circumstances, assumed a 
solemnity of feature, dashed with a small mixture 
of displeasure, and told Peregrine, that as he had 
not made that branch of literature his particular 
study, he was not surprised to see him mistaken 
in his opinion. Pickle immediately understood 
the reproof. Though he was shocked at the 
vanity or infatuation of his entertainer and fellow- 
guests, he asked pardon for his presumption, 
which was accordingly excused, in consideration 
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of his inexperience ; and the English farthing 
dignified with the title of a true-antique. 

The next person that addressed himself to the 
chief was a gentleman of a very mathematical 
turn, who valued himself upon the improvements 
he had made in several domestic machines, and 
now presented the plan of a new contrivance for 
cutting cabbages in such a manner as would 
secure the stock against the rotting rain, and 
enable it to produce a plenteous after-crop of 
delicious sprouts. In this important machine he 
had united the whole mechanic powers, with such 
massy complication of iron and wood, that it 
could not have been moved without the assistance 
of a horse, and a road made for the convenience 
of the draught. These objections were so obvious, 
that they occurred at first sight to the inspector- 
general, who greatly commended the invention, 
which, he observed, might be applied to several 
other useful purposes, could it once be rendered 
a little more portable and commodious. 
Z The inventor, who had not foreseen these 
difficulties, was not prepared to surmount them ; 
but he took the hint in good part, and promised 
to task his abilities anew, in altering the con- 
struction of his design. Not but that he under- 
went some severe irony from the rest of the 
virtuosi, who complimented him upon the 
momentous improvement he had made, by which 
a family might save a dish of greens in a quarter 
for so trifling an expense as that of purchasing, 
working, and maintaining such a stupendous 
machine ; but no man was ever more sarcastic in 
his remarks vpou this piece of mechanism than 
the naturalist, who next appealed to the patron*s 
approbation for a curious disquisition he had 
made touching the procreation of muck-flies, in 
which he had laid down a curious method of 
collecting, preserving, and hatching the eggs of 
these insects, even in the winter, by certain 
modifications of artificial heat. The nature of 
this discovery was no sooner communicated, than 
Peregrine, unable to contain himself, was seized 
with a fit of laughter, which infected every person 
at the table, the landlord himself not excepted, 
who found it impossible to preserve liis wonted 
gravity of face. 

Such unmannerly mirth did not fail to mortify 
the philosopher, who, after some pause, during 
which indignation and disdain were painted in 
his countenance, reprehended our young gentle- 
man for his unphilosophical behaviour, and 
undertook to prove that the subject of his inquiiy 
was of infinite consequence to the progress and 
increase of natural knowledge : but he found no 
quarter from the vengeful engineer, who now 
retorted his ironical compliments, with great 
emphasis, upon his hotbed for the generation of 
vermin, and advised him to lay the whole process 
before the Royal Society, which would, doubt- 
less, present him with a medal, and give him a 
place among their memoirs, as a cfistinguished 
promoter of the useful arts. ** If, " said he, "you 
nad employed your studies in finding out some 
effectual method to destroy those insects which 
prejudice and annoy mankind, in all probability 
ycu must have been contented with the contem- 



plation of the good you had done; but this 
curious expedient for multiplying -maggrots will 
surely entitle you to an honourable rank in the 
list of learned philosophers." — ** I don't wonder," 
replied the naturalist, "that you should be so 
much averse to the propagation of insects, be- 
cause, in all likelihood, you are afraid that they 
will not leave you a cabbage to cut down with 
that same miraculous machine. " — * * Sir,*' answered 
the mechanic, with great bitterness of voice and 
aspect, "if the cabbage be as light-headed as 
some muck-worm philosophers, it will not be 
worth cutting down." — "I never dispute upon 
cabbage with the son of a cucumber, " said the 
fly-breeder, alluding to the pedigree of his an- 
tagonist, who, impatient of the affront, started 
up with fury in his looks, exclaiming; " *Sdeath ! 
meaning me, sir?" 

Here the patron, perceiving things drawing 
towards a rupture, mterposed his authority, 
rebuking them for their intemperance, and recom- 
mending to them amity and concord against the 
Goths and Vandals of the age, who took all 
opportunities of ridiculing and discouraging the 
adherents of knowledge and philosophy. After 
this exhortation they had no pretence for carrying 
on the dispute, which was dropped in all appear- 
ance, though the mechanic still retained his re- 
sentment, and, after breakfast, when the company 
broke up, accosted his adversary, in the street, 
desiring to know how he durst be so insolent as 
to make that scurrilous reflection upon his family. 
The fly-fancier, thus questioned, accused the 
mathematician of having been the aggressor, in 
likening his head to a light cabbage ; and here 
the altercation being renewed, the engineer pro- 
ceeded to the illustration of his mechanics, tilting 
up his hand like a balance, thrusting it forward 
by way of lever, embracing the naturalist's nose 
like a wedge betwixt two of his fingers^ and 
turning it round with the momentum of a screw 
or peritrochium. Had they been obliged to de- 
cide the dispute with equal arms, the assailant 
would have had great advantage over the other, 
who was very much his inferior in muscular 
strength ; but the philosopher, being luckily pro- 
vided with a cane, no sooner disengaged himself 
from this opprobrious application, than he handled 
his weapon with great dexterity about the head 
and shoulders of his antagonist, who, finding this 
shower of blows very disagreeable, was fain to 
betake himself to his heels for shelter, and was 
pursued by the angry victor, who chased him from 
one end of the street to the other, affording un- 
speakable satisfaction to the multitude, as well as 
to our hero and to his introductory who were 
spectators of the whole scene. 

Thus was our adventurer initiated into the 
society of yelpers, though he did not as yet fully 
understand the nature of his office, which was 
explained by the young physician, who chid him 
for his blunt behaviour in the case of the medal ; 
and gave him to understand, that their patron's 
favour was neither to^ be gained nor preserved by 
any man that would pretend to convict him of a 
mistake : he therefore counselled him to respect 
this foible, and cultivate the old gentleman with 
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all the ieafl and veneration which a regard to his 
own character would permit him to pay. This 
task was the easier to one of our young gentle- 
man's pliant disposition, because the virtuoso's 
Ijehaviour was absolutely free from -that insolent 
'self-conceit whith he could not bear without dis- 
gust : thte Senior was, on the contrary, mild and 
Ijeneficent ; and fickle was rather pleased than 
ishocked at his weakness, because it flattered his 
Vanity with the supposition of his own superior 
sense. Cautioned in this manner. Peregrine pro- 
fited so much by his insinuating qualifications, 
that in a very little time he was looked upon as 
one of the chief favourites of the patron, to whom 
lie dedicated a small occasional poem ; and every- 
body believed he would reap the fruits of his 
attachment among 'the first of the old gentle- 
man's dependents. 



CHAt>tER XCVI. 

Peregrine, 'finding himself neglected by Sir Steady Steer- 
well, expostulates with him in a Letter ; in conse- 
quence of which he is forbid his House, loses his 
Pension, and incurs the Charge of Lunacy. 

This prospect of success, together with his ex- 
pectations from the minister, whom he did not 
neglect, helped to comfort him under the reverse 
of fortune which he had undergone, and the un- 
■certainty of the lawsuit which he still maintained 
for the recovery of his ten thousand pounds. The 
lawyers, indeed, continued to drain his pocket of 
money, while they filled his brain with unsub- 
stantial hope ; and he was actually obliged to 
borrow money from his bookseller, on the strength 
of the translation, in order to satisfy the demands 
of those ravenous harpies, rather thart lay the 
misanthrope under any difficulties, or have re- 
course to his friend Hatchway, who. lived at the 
garrison, entirely ignorant of his distress. This 
Was not at all alleviated by the arrival of the 
indiaman, in which he had ventured seven hun- 
dred pounds, as we have already observed ; for 
he was given to understand that the borrower 
Was left dangerously ill at Bombay when the ship 
sailed, and that his chance of retrieving his money 
Hvas very slender. 

So situated, it is not to be supposed that he 
had led a life of tranquillity, though he made a 
shift to struggle with the remonstrances of mis- 
fortune : yet such a gush of affliction would some- 
ffflaes rush upon his thought, iis overwhelmed all 
the ideas of his hope, and sank him to the veiy 
%)ottom of despondence. Every equipage that 
^ssed him in \ht -Street, every person of rank 
feid fortune that occurred to his view, recalled 
^he giiy images of hts former life with such mor- 
ftifying refleetioft as stabbed him to the very soul. 
He lived, therefore, incessantly exposed to all 
the pangs of envy and disquiet. When I say 
%nvy, I do not mean that sordid passion, in con- 
sequence of which a man repines at his neigh- 
havixS siiceessy ho'vraoeter deserved j but that 



self-tormenting indi^^kfidn 'which 4s Inspired l^ 
the prosperity of 'foWy, ignorance, and vice. 
Without the intervening gleams of enjoyment, 
which Tie felt in the-eonversatioii of a ^(^w friends, 
he could not have supported his ^ist<^nce, or, at 
leasts he must have suffered sotfie violent dis- 
coitri)osure of 'the brtiih : but <jne is 'Still finding 
some circumstance 'bf allevialibn, eveni in the 
wol"st of conjuftcfures ; and Pickle was so in- 
genious in these researches, that he maintained 
a good battle with disappoinftmen't, till the revo- 
lution of the term at which he had received his 
pension of three hundred pounds. 

However, seeing the day ellipse tvithout touch- 
ing his allowance, tiMwith^tanding hissignificant 
method of presenting himself at the minister's 
levee, whdh the year \vas expired he wrote a 
letter to Sir Steady, reminding him of his situa- 
tion and promise, and giving hiiii to understand, 
that his occasions were suthas compelled him to 
demand his salary for the ensuing year. In the 
morning after this letter was conveJ^ed, the author 
went to his honour's house, in ^pectation of 
being admitted by particular order-; but was 
mistaken in his hdpe, the minister not beii^ 
visible. He then made his appearance at the 
levee, in hopes of being closeted ; but though he 
took all opportunities of watching Sir Steady^s 
eyes, he could not obtain one glance, and had 
the pleasure of seeing him 'retire, without being 
favoured with the least notice. These circum- 
stances of wilful neglect were not over and above 
agreeable to our young hero, who, in the agonies 
of vexation and resentment, went home and com- 
posed a most acrimonious remonstrance to his 
honour ; in consequence of which, he was not 
only deprived of all pretensions to a private 
audience, but expressly denied admittance on a 
public day, by Sir Steady's own order. 

This prohibition, which announced his total 
ruin, filled him with rage, horror, and despair : 
he insulted the porter who signified the ministers 
command, threatening to ehastise him upon the 
spot for his presumption, and vented the most 
virulent imprecations upon his master, to the 
astonishment of those who chanced to enter 
during this conference. Having exhausted him- 
self in these vain exclamations, he returned to his 
lodgings in a most frantic condition, biting his 
lips so that the blood ran from his mouth, dash- 
ing his head and fists against the sides of his 
chimney, and weeping with the most bitter expres- 
sions of woe. Pipes, whose perception had been 
just sufficient to let him see that there was some 
difference betweeh the present and the former 
situation of his master, overhearing his transports, 
essayed to enter his Apartment, with a view of 
administering consolation ; and finding the door 
locked on the inside, desired admittance, pro- 
testing, that otherwise he would down with the 
bulk-liead in the turning of a hand-spike. Pere- 
grine ordered hifHi to retire, 6h pain of his dis* 
pleasure, and swore that if he should offer te 
break open the door, he "would instantly ^hoot 
him through the head. Tom, Without paying 
the least regard to this injunction^ set hibiself at 
work "knm^iatelj^. His IkiJEister, e^tasp^ifted et 
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-Ilis \vtint of reverehde and respect, which, in his 

^present paroxysm, appeared with the most pro- 

'vbking ^aggravation, fleW into his closet, and 

'snatching lip 'one of his pistdls, already'Ioaded, 

-no sooner :saw his valet enter the aparttnent, in 

consequence of having fdrc^d the lock, than he 

presiented full at his face, and drew the 'tvigger. 

Happily the priming flashed in the pan, without 

•comitiunicating with the charge ; so thht his 

furious purpose did not take effect upon the 

•countenance of honest Pipes, who, disregardful 

•of the attempt, though he knew the contents of 

the piece, asked, without the least alteration ofj 

•feature, if it must be foul weather through the; 

^hdle voyage. 

Peregrine, mad as he was, repented of his tnis- 
•chievous intent against such a faithful adlierent, 
in the very moment of execution; and had it; 
proved fatal, according to the design, in all pro- 
bability he would have applied another to his' own 
head. There are certain considerations that strike! 
upon the mind with irresistible forcfe, even in the, 
mklst of its distraction : the momentary recollec-| 
tion of some particular sc^ne, occasioned by the 
feat-ures'of the devoted victim, hath often strltck 
the dagger from the assassin's hand. By such 
"an impulse was Pipes protected from any repeated 
•effort of his master's rage ; the friendly cause ofj 
his present disobedience flashed upon the con- 
viction of Peregrine, when he beheld the liigged 
front of his valet, in which also stood disclosed 
•his long and faithful service, together With thej 
recommendation of the deceased commodore. 
Though his wrath was immediately suppressed, ! 
iand his heart torn with remorse for what he had 
donJB, his brows remained still contracted ; and, 
darting a most ferocious regard at the intruder, \ 
'** Villain I " said he, "how dare you treat me, 
Vith such disrespect ? *' 

'* Why shouldn't I lend a hand for the preserv- ! 
ation of thfc ship," answered the unruffled Pipes, j 
' ' when there is more sail than ballast aboard, t 
and the pilot quits the helm in despair? What 
signifies one or two broken voyages, so long as 
our timbers are strong, and our vessel in^ood trim? 
if she loses upon one tack, mayhap she may gain 

tipon t'other ; and 1*11 be d d, if one day or 

other we <ion*t fetch up our lee-way : as for the 
matter of provision, you have started "a pretty 
good stock of -monciy into my hold, and you are 
welc6m% to hoist it Hip again when you ^vool." 

Here Tom was interrupted by the anival of Mr. 
C*kbtree> Who, seeing Peregrine with a pistol in 
his hand, and sueii "wild disorder in his looks, his 
})ead> hands, dnd mouth besmeared ^ith blood, 
and moreover smelling the gunpowder which had 
been burnt, actually ^lieved he had either com- 
mitte<l> or was bent upon mtirder, and accord- 
ingly retreated down-stairs with infinite despatch. 
All his speed could not convey him without the 
veach of Pipes> who, overtaking him in his passage, 
carried him back into his master's apartment, 
observing, by the way, that this was no time to 
^httv off, when his consort stood in nee<l 6f his ' 
^s^ista^c^. 

Thfet^e Was sotnething so ruefully seVere in t)i6 
<eounteiiiince iX Cadwalltkder, thiid <6ofi)ap^ied) 



that at txi^ other tiitte our hero 'Ivbuld havfe 
laughed lit his concern j but at present there was 
nothing ri^ble in his 'disposition : he had,'how^ 
ev^r, laid ssklc his pistol, and endeavoured, though 
in vfeln, 't5 cf^tHpOsehis internal disturbance^; 5* 
hecoald ndtiittcronfe Syllabic to tile misanthrope^ 
but stood staring at him in silence^ with a most 
delirious Aspect. This did not tend to dispel 
the dishflty df his friCnd, who, after some recol- 
lectioh, **'I 'wdnder," said he, **that you have 
never killed your man before. Pray, how may 
you Havfe disponed of the body ? " Pickle, having 
reccfvered the faculty of speech, ordered his 
lacquey out of the room, and, in a most incoherent 
detail, made Crabtree acquainted with the per- 
fidious conduct of the minister. 

The confidant was veiy glad to find lite fears 
disappointed, for he really concluded that some 
liffe was lost. Perceiving 'thfe youth !06 much 
agitated to -be treated by him in his usual style, 
he owned that Sir Steady was a i-ascal ; encour" 
aged Pickle with the hope of being one day able 
tb make reprisals upon him ; in the mean time 
offered him money for his immediate occasions, 
exhorted him to exert his own qualifications In 
rendering himself independent of such miscreants, 
and finally Counselled him to represent his wrongs 
to the nobleman whom he had formerly obliged, 
with a view of interesting that peer in his behalf, 
or at least of obtaining a satisfactory explanation 
from the minister, that he might take no prema- 
ture measure's of revenge. 

These admonitions were so much milder and 
more agreeable than our hero expected from the 
misanthrope, that they had a very favourable 
ef!ect upon his transports, which gradually sub- 
sided, until he became so tractable as to promise 
that he would conform to his advice ; in conse- 
quence of which, lie next moniing waited upon 
his lordship, who received him very politely, as 
usual, and with great patience heard hiscomplaint^ 
which, by the bye, he could not repeat without 
some hasty ebullitions of passionate resentment. 
This peer, after having gently disapproved of the 
letter of expostulation, which had produced such 
unfortunate effects, kindly undertook to recom- 
mend his case to the minister, and actually 
perfortncd his promise that same day, when Sir 
Steady informed him, to his utter astonishment, 
that the poor young gentleman was disordered in 
his brain, so that he could iiot possibly be pro- 
vided for in a place of importance, with any regard 
to the service ; and it could not be expected that 
he <Sir Steady) would support his extravagance 
frotti his Own private purse : that he had indeed, 
at the solicitation of a nobleman deceased, made 
hint a present of three hundred pounds, in com 
sideration of some loss that he pretended to have 
sustained in an election ; but, since that time, had 
perceived in him such indisputable marks of 
lunacy^ both by his distracted letters and personal 
behavi<)ttri as obliged him to give order that he 
shofild not be admitted into the house. T-d 
coWoborate this ftsselrtion, the minister actually 
called in the evidence of his own porter, and 'one 
of the gentlemen of his household, >wrlro had heard 
the execi^tioiis kbiat VBcaped ounr youth, wlreii he 
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first found himself excludecl. In short, the noble- 
man was convinced that Peregrine was cerlainly 
and bondJuU mad as a March hare ; and, by the 
help of this intimation, began to recollect some 
symptoms of distraction which appeared in his 
last visit : he remembered a certain incoherence 
in his speech, a violence of gesture and wildness 
of look, that now evidently denoted a disturbed 
understanding ; and he determined, for his own 
credit and security, to disentangle himself from 
sucli a dangerous acquaintance. 

With this view, he, in imitation of Sir Steady, 
commanded his gate to be shut against our ad- 
venturer ; so that when he went to know the 
result of his lordship's conference with the min- 
ister, the door was flung in his face, and the 
janitor told him, through an iron grate, that he 
needed not give himself the trouble of calling 
again, for his lord desired to be excused from 
seeing him. He spoke not a word in answer to 
this declaration, which he immediately imputed 
to the ill offices of the minister, against whoip 
he breathed defiance and revenge in his way to 
the lodgings of Cadwallader, who, being made 
acquainted with the manner of his reception, 
begged he would desist from all schemes of 
vengeance, until he (Crabtree) should be able to 
unriddle the mystery of the whole, which he did 
not doubt of imveiling, by means of his acquaint- 
ance with a family in which his lordship often 
spent the evening at whist. 

It was not long before he had the desired 
opportunity : the nobleman, being under no 
injunctions or obligation to keep the affair secret, 
discovered the young gentleman's misfortune, by 
way of news, to the first company in which he 
happened to be ; and Peregrine's name was not 
so obscure in the fashionable world, but that his 
disorder became the general topic of conversation 
for a day ; so that his friend soon partook of the 
intelligence, and found mearjs to learn the par- 
ticulars of the minister's information, as above 
related. * Nay, he was in danger of becoming a 
proselyte to Sir Steady's opinion, when he re- 
called and compared every circumstance which 
he knew of Pickle's impatience and impetuosity. 
Indeed nothing more easily gains credit than an 
imputation of madness fixed upon any person 
whatsoever : for, when the suspicion of the 
world is roused, and its observation once set at 
work, the wisest, the coolest man upon earth, 
will, by some particulars in his behaviour, con- 
vict himself of the charge : every singularity in 
his dress and manner (and such are observable 
in every pei*son), that before passed unheeded, 
now rises up in judgment against him, with all 
the exaggeration of the observer's fancy ; and 
the sagacious examiner perceives distraction in 
every glance of the eye, turn of tlie finger, and 
motion of the head : when he speaks, there is a 
strange peculiarity in his argument and expres- 
sion ; when he holds his tongue, his imagination 
teems with some extravagant reverie ; his sobriety 
of demeanour is no other than a lucid interval, 
and his passion mere delirium. 

If people of the most sedate and insipid life 
and conversation are subject to such criticisms, 



no wonder that they should take place upon a 
youth of Peregiine's fiery disposition, which, on 
some occasions, would have actually justified 
any remarks of this kind which his greatest 
enemies could make. He was accordingly re- 
presented as one of those enterprising bucks, 
who, after having spent their fortunes in riot and 
excess, are happily berCft of their understanding, 
and consequently insensible of the want and 
disgrace which they have entailed upon them- 
selves. Cadwallader himself was so much af- 
fected with the report, that for some time he 
hesitated in his deliberations upon our hero, 
before he could prevail upon himself to com- 
municate to him the information he had received, 
or to treat him in other respects as a man of 
sound intellects. At length, however, he ven- 
tured to make Pickle acquainted with the par- 
ticulars he had learned, imparting them with 
such caution and circumlocution as he thought 
necessary to prevent the young gentleman from 
transgressing all bounds of temper and moder- 
ation ; but, for once, he was agreeably deceived 
in his prognostic. Incensed as our hero was at 
the conduct of the minister, he could not help 
laughing at the ridiculous aspersion, which, he 
told his friend, he would soon refute in a manner 
that should not be very agreeable to his calumni- 
ator ; observing, that it was a common practice 
with the state-pilot thus to slander those people 
to whom he lay under obligations which he had 
no mind to discharge. ** True it is," said Pere- 
grine, **he has succeeded more than once in 
contrivances of this kind, having actually reduced 
divers people of weak heads to such extremity of 
despair, as hath issued in downright distraction, 
whereby he was rid of their importunities, and 
his judgment confirmed at the same time ; but I 
have now, thank Heaven, attained to such a 
pitch of philosophical resolution as will support 
me against all his machinations ; and I will 
forthwith exhibit the monster to the public in his 
true lineaments of craft, perfidy, and ingratitude." 

This indeed was the plan with which Mr. 
Pickle had amused himself during the researches 
of Crabtree j and by this time it so effectually 
flattered his imagination, that he believed he 
sliould be able to bring his adversary, in spite of 
all his power, to his own terms of submission, 
by distinguishing himself in the list of those, 
who, at that period, wrote against the adminis- 
tration. Nor was this scheme so extravagant as 
it may seem to be, had not he overlooked one 
material circumstance, which Cadwallader him- 
self did not recollect when he approved of this 
project. 

While he thus meditated vengeance, the fame 
of his disorder, in due course of circulation, 
reached the ears of that lady of quality whose 
memoire appear in this volume. The corre- 
.•fj>ondence with which she had honoured our hero 
had been long broken off for the reason already 
advanced, namely, his dread of being exposed to 
her infatuating charms. He had been candid 
enough to make her acquainted with the cause 
of exiling himself from her presence ; and she 
admitted the prudence of self-restraint, although 
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she would have been very well satisfied with the 
continusince of his intimacy and conversation, 
which were not at all beneath the desire of any 
lady in the kingdom. Notwithstanding this 
interruption, she still retained a friendsliip and 
regard for his character, and felt all the affliction 
of a humane heart at the news of his misfortune 
and deplorable distemper. She had seen him 
courted and cultivated in the sunshine of his 
prosperity ; but she knew, from sad experience, 
how all those insect-followers shrink away in the 
winter of distress. Her compassion represented 
him as a poor, unhappy lunatic, destitute of all 
the necessaries of life, dragging about the ruins 
of human nature, and exhibiting the spectacle of 
blasted youth to the scorn and abhorrence of his 
fellow-creatures. Aching with these charitable 
considerations, she foCind means to learn in what 
part of the town he lodged ; and, laying aside 
all superfluous ceremony, went in a hackney-chair 
to his door, which was opened by the ever-faithful 
Pipes. 

Her ladyship immediately recollected the fea- 
tures of his trusty follower, whom she could not 
help loving in her heart for his attachment and 
fidelity, which, after she had applauded with a 
most gmcious commendation, she kindly inquired 
after the state of his master's health, and asked 
if he was in a condition to be seen. Tom, who 
could not suppose that the visit of a fine lady 
would be unacceptable to a youth of Peregrine s 
complexion, made no verbal reply to the ques- 
tion ; but, beckoning her ladyship with an arch 
significance of feature, at which she could not 
forbear smiling, walked softly up-stairs ; and she, 
in obedience to the signal, followed her guide 
into the apartment of our hero, whom she found 
at a writing-table, in the very act of composing a 
eulogium upon his good friend Sir Steady. The 
nature of his work liad animated his countenance 
with an uncommon degree of vivacity ; and, being 
dressed in a neat deshabille, his figure could not 
have appeared to more advantage in the eye of 
a person who despised the tinsel of unnecessary 
ornament She was extremely well pleased to 
see her expectations so agreeably disappointed ; 
for, instead of the squalid circumstances and 
wretched looks attending indigence and distrac- 
tion, everything was decent and genteel, and the 
patient's aspect such as betokened internal satis- 
faction. Hearing the rustling of silk in his room, 
he lifted up his eyes from the paper; and, seeing 
her ladyship, was struck with astonishment and 
awe, as at the unexpected apparition of some 
supernatural being. 

Before he could recollect himself from his con- 
fusion, which called the blood into his cheeks, she 
told him that, on the strength of old acquaintance, 
she was come to visit him, though it was a long 
time since he had given her good reason to believe 
he had absolutely forgotten that there was such 
a person in being. After having made the most 
warm acknowledgments for this unforeseen hon- 
our, he assured her ladyship that the subject of 
her reproach was not his fault, but rather his very 
great misfortune ; and that, if it had been in his 
power to forget her so easily as she seemed to 



imagine, he should never have given her cause to 
tax him with want of duty and respect. 

Still dubious of his situation, she began to 
converse with him on different subjects ; and he 
acquitted himself so well in every particular, that 
she no longer doubted his having been misrepre- 
sented by the malice of his enemies ; and candidly 
told him the cause and intent of her coming. He 
was not deficient in expressions of gratitude for 
this instance of her generosity and friendship, 
which even drew tears from his eyes. As to the 
imputation of madness, he explained it so much 
to her ladyship's satisfaction, that she evidently 
perceived he had been barbarously dealt with, 
and that the charge was no other than a most 
villainous aspersion. Notwithstanding all his en- 
deavours to conceal the true state of his finances, 
it was impossible for him to give this detail with- 
out disclosing some of the difficulties under 
which he laboured ; and her ladyship's sagacity 
divining the rest, she not only made him a tender 
of assistance, but, presenting a bank-note for a 
considerable sum, insisted upon his acceptance 
of it as a trifling mark of her esteem, and a 
specimen of what she was inclined to do in his 
behalf. But this mark of her benevolence he 
would by no means receive ; assuring her, that, 
though his affairs were at present a little per- 
plexed, he had never felt the least circumstance 
of distress, and begging that she would not sub- 
ject him to the burthen of such an unnecessary 
obligation. 

Being obliged to put up with this refusal, she 
protested she would never forgive him, should 
she ever hear that he rejected her offer when he 
stood in need of her aid ; or if, in time to come, 
he should not apply to her friendship, if ever he 
should find himself incommoded in point of for- 
tune. "An over-delicacy in this respect," said 
she, " I shall look upon as a disapprobation ©f 
ray own conduct ; because I myself have been 
obliged to have recourse to my friends in sHch 
emergencies." Thfise generous remonstrances 
and' marks of particular friendship could not fail 
to make a deep impression upon the heart of our 
hero, which still smarted from the former impulse 
of her chasms : he not only felt all those trans- 
ports which a man of honour and sensibility may 
be supposed to feel upon such an occasion ; but 
the sentiments of a more tender passion awaking 
in his breast, he could not help expressing him- 
self in terms adapted to the emotions of his soul : 
and at length plainly told her, tliat were he dis- 
posed to be a beggar, he would ask something 
of infinitely more importance to his peace than 
the charitable assistance she had proffered. 

Her ladyship had too much penetration to 
mistake his meaning ; but, as she did not choose 
to encourage his advances, pretended to interpret 
his intimation into a general compliment of gal- 
lantry, and in a jocose manner, desired he would 
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give her any reason to believe his lucid inter- 
was past. " In faith, my lady," said he, ** I 
perceive the fit coming on ; and I don't see why 
I may not use the privilege of my distemper, so 
far as to declare myself one of your most passion- 
ate admirers."—** If you do,*^ replied her lady- 
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sfliip, ** I shall not 1)e fool enough to beUcve a 
madman, unless I were assured that your dis- 
order proceeded from your love ; and that this 
was the case I suppose you will find it difficult 
•to prove."— " Nay, madam," cried the youth, 
•* I have in this drawer what will convince you 
of my having been mad on that strain ; and, 
since you doubt my pretension, you must give 
me leave to produce my testimonials." So say- 
ling, he opened an escnitoire, and taking out a 
paper, presented her with the following song, 
which he had written in her praise immediately 
after he was made acquainted with the particulars 
of her stoiy : — 

1. 

While, with fond rapttire and amaze. 
On thy transcendent charms I gaze, 
My cautious soul essays in vain 
Her peace and freedom to maintain : 
Yet let thai blooming form divine. 
Where grace and harmony combine ; 
Those eyes, like genial orbs that move. 
Dispensing gladness, joy, and love. 
In all their pomp assail my view. 
Intent my bosom to subdue. 
My breast, by wary maxims steel'u, ^ 
Not all those charms shall force to yield. 

i 

II. 

But when, invoked to beauty's aid, 
I see the enlightcn'd soul displayed ; 
That soul so sensibly sedate 
Amid the storms of froward fate : 
Thy genius active, strong, and clear ; 
Thy wit sublime, though not severe ; 
The social ardour, void of art, 
That glows within my candid heart ; 
My spirits, strength, and sense decay ; 
My resolution dies away ; 
And, every faculty oppress'd. 
Almighty love invades my breast ! 

Her ladyship having perused this production. 
"Were I inclined to be suspicious, ' said she, 
" I should believe that I had no share in pro- 
ducing this composition, which seems to have 
been inspired by a much more amiable object. 
However, I will take your word for your inten- 
tion, and thank you for the unmerited compli- 
ment, though 1 have met with it in such an 
accidental manner. Nevertheless, I must be so 
free as to tell you, it is now high time for you to 
contract that unbounded spirit of gallantry, which 
you have indulged so long, into a sincere attach- 
ment for the fair Emilia, who, by all accounts, 
deserves the whole of your attention and regard." 
His nerves thrilled at the mention of that name, 
which he never heard pronounced without agita- 
tion. Rather than undergo the consequence of 
a conversation upon this subject, he chose to 
drop the theme of love altogether, and indus- 
triously introduced some other topic of discourse. 



CHAPTER XCVII. 

He writes against the Minister, by whose Instigation he 
is arrested, and moves himself oy Habeas Corpus into 
the Fleet. 

My lady having prolonged her stay beyond the 
period of a common visit, and repeated her pro- 



testations in the most frank and obliging manner, 
took her leave of our adventurer, who promised 
to pay his respects to her in a few days at her 
own house. Meanwhile he resumed his task; 
and, having finished a most severe I'emonstrance 
against Sir Steady, not only with regard to his 
private ingratitude, but also to his mal-adxninis- 
tration of public affairs, he sent it to the author 
of a weekly paper, who had been long a professed 
reformer in politics ; and it appeared in a veiy 
few days, with a note of the publisher, desiring 
the favour of further correspondence with the 
author. 

The animadversions contained in this small 
essay were so spirited and judicious, and a great 
many new lights thrown upon the subject with 
such perspicuity, as attracted the notice of the 
public in an extraordinary manner, and helped 
to raise the character of the paper in which it 
was inserted. The minister was not the last who 
examined the performance, which, in spite of all 
his boasted temper, provoked him to such a 
degree, that he set his emissaries at work, and, 
by dint of corruption, procured a sight of the 
manuscript in Peregrine's own hand - writing, 
which he immediately recognized ; but, for fur- 
ther confirmation of his opinion, he compared it 
with the two letters which he had received from 
our adventurer. Had he known the young gen- 
tleman's talents for declamation were so acute, 
perhaps he would never have given him cause 
to complain, but employed him in the vindication 
of his own measures ; nay, he might still have 
treated him like some other authors whom he 
had brought over from the opposition, had not 
the keenness of this first assault incensed him to 
a desire of revenge. He therefore no sooner 
made this discovery, than he conveyed his direc- 
tions to his dependent, the receiver-general, who 
was possessed of Pickle's note. Next day, while 
our author stood within a circle of his acquaint- 
ance, at a certain coffee-house, holding forth 
with great eloquence upon the diseases of the 
state, he was accosted by a bailiff, who entering 
the room with five or six followers, told him 
aloud, that he had a writ against him for twelve 
hundred pounds, at the suit of Mr. Ravage 
Gleanum. 

The whole company were astonished at this 
address, which did not fail to discompose the 
defendant himself, who, as it were instinctively, 
in the midst of his confusion, saluted the officer 
across the head with his cane ; in consequence 
of which application he was surrounded and dis- 
armed in an instant by the gang, who carried 
him off to the next tavern in the most oppro- 
brious manner. Nor did one of the spectators 
interpose in his behalf, or visit him in his con- 
finement with the least tender of advice or assist- 
ance ; such is the zeal of a coffee-house friendship. 
This stroke was the more severe upon our hero, 
as it was altogether unexpected; for he had 
utterly forgotten the debt for which he was 
arrested. His present indignation was, however, 
chiefly kindled against the bailiff, who had done 
his office in such a disrespectful ipanner: and 
the first use he made of his recoUection, in the 
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house to which they conducted him, ik9& to chas- 
tise him for the insolence and indecency of his 
behaviour. This task he performed with his 
bare fists, every other weapon being previously 
conveyed out of his reach ; and the delinquent 
underwent his discipline with surprishig patience 
and resignation, asking pardon with great hu- 
mility, and protesting, before God, that he had 
never willingly and wxttiaigly used any gentleman 
with ill manners ; but had been commanded to 
arrest our adventurer according to the express 
direction of tlie creditor, on pain of forfeiting 
his place. 

By this declaration Peregrine was appeased, 
and, out of a delirium of passion, ^vaked to all 
the horrors of reflection. All the glory of his 
youth was now eclipsed ; all the blossoms of his 
hope were blasted ; and he saw himself doomed 
to the miseries of a jail, without the least pros- 
pect of- enlargement, except in the issue of his 
lawsuit, of which he had for some time past 
grown less and less confident every day. What 
would become of the unfortunate, if the constitu- 
tion of the mind did not permit them to bring 
one passion into the field against another? pas- 
sions, that operate in the human breast like 
poisons of a different nature, extinguishing each 
other's effect. Our hero's grief reigned in full 
despotism, until it was deposed by revenge ; dur- 
ing the predominancy of which he considered 
everything which had happened as a circumstance 
conducive to its gratification. "If I must be a 
prisoner for life," said he to himself, **if I must 
relinquish all my gay expectations, let me at 
least have the satisfaction of clanking my chains 
so as to interrupt the repose of my adversary ; 
and let me search in my own breast for that 
peace and contentment which I have not been 
able to find in all the scenes of my success. In 
being detached from the world, I shall be de- 
livered from folly and ingratitude, as well as 
exempted from an expense, which I sliould have 
found it very difficult, if not impracticable, to 
support : I shall have little or no temptation to 
misspend my time, and more undisturbed oppor- 
tunity to earn my subsistence and prosecute my 
revenge. After all, a jail is the best tub to which 
a cynic philosopher can retire." 

In consequence of these comfortable reflections, 
he sent a letter to Mr. Crabtree, with an account 
of his misfortune, signifying his resolution to 
move himself immediately into the Fleet, and de- 
siring that he would send him some understanding 
attorney of his acquaintance, who would direct 
him into the steps necessary to be 'taken for that 
purpose. The misanthrope, upon the receipt of 
this intimation, went in person to a lawyer, 
whom he accompanied to the sponging-house, 
whither the prisoner had by this time retired. 
Peregrine was, under the auspices of this director, 
conducted to the judges' chamber, where he was 
left in the custody of a tipstaff; and, after having 
paid for a warmnt of habeas corpus, by Jiim con- 
veyed to the Fleet, and delivered to the care of 
the warden. 

Here he was introduced to the lodge, in which 
he was obliged to expose- himself for a full half- 



hour to the eyes of all the turnkeys and door- 
keepers, who took an accurate survey of his 
person, that they might know him 2^;ain at first 
sight ; and then he was turned loose into 'a place 
called the master's side, having given a valuable 
consideration for that privilege. This is a large 
range of building, containing some hundreds of 
lodging-rooms for the convenience of the prison- 
ers, who pay so much per week for that accom- 
modation. In short, this community is like a 
city detached from all communication with the 
neighbouring parts, regulated by its own laws, 
and furnished with peculiar conveniences for the 
use of the inhabitants. There is a coffee-house 
for the resort of gentlemen, in which all sorts of 
liquors are kept, and a public kitchen, where 
any quantity of meat is sold, at a very reasonable 
rate, or any kind of provision boiled and roasted 
gratis, for the poor prisoners : nay, there are 
certain sei*vants of the public, who are obliged 
to go to market, at the pleasure of individuals, 
without fee or reward for those who employ 
them. Nor are they cooped up, so as to be 
excluded from the benefit of fresh air, there being 
an open area, of considerable extent, adjacent to 
the building, on which they may exercise them- 
selves in walking, skittles, bowls, and a variety 
of other diversions, according to the inclination 
of each. 

Our adventurer, being admitted a denizen of 
this community, found himself bewildered in the 
midst of strangers, who, by their appearance, 
did not at all prepossess him in their favour; 
and, after having strolled about the place with 
his friend Cadwallader, repaired to the coffee- 
house, in order to be further informed of the 
peculiar customs which it was necessary for him 
to know. There, while he endeavoured to pick 
up intelligence from the bar-keeper, he was 
accosted by a person in canonicals, who very 
civilly asked if he was a new-comer? Being 
answered in the affirmative, he gave him the 
salutation of welcome to the society ; and, with 
great hospitality, undertook to initiate him in 
tlie constitutions of the brotherhood. This 
humane clergyman gave him to imderstand, that 
his first care ought to be that of securing a lodg- 
ing; telling him there was a certain number of 
apartments in the prison let at the same price, 
though some were more commodious tlian others ; 
and that when the better sort became vacant, by 
the removal of their possessors, those who suc- 
ceeded in point of seniority had the privilege of 
occupying the empty tenements, preferable to 
the rest of the inhabitants, howsoever respectable 
they might otherwise be : that when the jail was 
very much crowded, there was but one chamber 
allotted for two lodgers ; but this was not con- 
sidered as any great hardship on the prisoners, 
because, in that case, there was always a sufficient 
number of males who willingly admitted the 
females to a share of their apartments and beds : 
not but the time had been when this expedient 
would not answer the occasion, because, after a 
couple had been quartered in every room, there 
was a considerable residue still unprovided with 
lodging ; so ^Uiat> for tbe time being, the last 
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comers were obliged to take up their habitation 
in Mount Scoundrel, an apartment most miser- 
ably furnished, in which they lay promiscuously, 
amidst filth and vermin, until they could be 
better accommodated in due course of rotation. 

Peregrine, hearing the description of this place, 
began to be very impatient about his night's lodg- 
ing ; and the parson, perceiving his anxiety, con- 
ducted him, without loss of time, to the warden, 
who forth^vith put him in possession of a paltry 
chamber, for which he agreed to pay half-a-crown 
a-week. This point being settled, his director 
gave him an account of the different methods of 
eating, either singly, in a mess, or at an ordinary ; 
and advised him to choose the last, as the most 
reputable, offering to introduce him next day to 
the best company in the Fleet, who always 
dined together in public. 

Pickle, having thanked this gentleman for his 
civilities, and promised to be governed by his 
advice, invited him to pass the evening at his 
apartment ; and, in the mean time, shut himself 
up with Crabtree, in order to deUberate upon the 
wreck of his affairs. Of all his ample fortune, 
nothing now remained but his wardrobe, which 
was not very sumptuous, about thirty guineas in 
cash, and the garrison, which the misanthrope 
counselled him to convert into ready money for 
his present subsistence. This advice, however, 
he absolutely rejected; not only on account of 
his having already bestowed it upon Hatchway 
during the term of his natural life, but also ^vrith 
a view of retaining some memorial of the com- 
modore's generosity; he proposed, therefore, to 
finish in this retreat the translation which he had 
undertaken, and earn his future subsistence by 
labour of the same kind. He desired Cadwal- 
lader to take charge of his moveables, and send 
to him such linen and clothes as he should have 
occasion for in his confinement But, among all 
his difficulties, nothing enibarrassed him so much 
as his faithful Pipes, whom he could no longer 
entertain in his service. He knew Tom had 
made shift to pick up a competency in the course 
of his ministration; but that reflection, though it 
in some measure alleviated, could not wholly pre- 
vent the mortification he should suffer in parting 
with an affectionate adherent, who was by this 
time become as necessary to him as one of his own 
members, and who was so accustomed to live 
under his command and protection, that he did 
not believe the fellow could reconcile himself to 
any other way of life. 

Crabtree, in order to make him easy on that 
score, offered to adopt him in the room of his 
own valet, whom he would dismiss ; though he 
observed, that Pipes had been quite spoiled in our 
hero's service. But Peregrine did not choose to 
lay his friend under that inconvenience, knowing 
that his present lacquey understood and complied 
with all the peculiarities of his humour, which 
Pipes would never be able to study or regard; he 
therefore determined to send him back to his ship- 
mate Hatchway with whom he bad spent the fore 
part of his life. These points being adjusted, 
the two friends adjourned to the coffee-house, 
with a view of inquiring into the character of the 



clergyman, to whose beneficence our adventurer 
was so much indebted. They learned he was a 
person who had incurred the displeasure of the 
bishop in whose diocese he was settled ; and 
being unequal in power to his antagonist, had 
been driven to the Fleet, in consequence of his 
obstinate opposition : though he still found means 
to enjoy a pretty considerable income by certain 
irregular practices in the way of his function, 
which income was chiefly consumed in acts of 
humanity to his fellow-creatures in distress. 

His eulogium was scarce finished, when he 
entered the room, according to appointment with 
Peregrine, who, ordering wine and something for 
supper to be carried to his apartment, the trium- 
virate went thither ; and Cadwallader taking his 
leave for the night, the two fellow-prisoners 
passed the evening very sociably, our hero being 
entertained by his new companion with the private 
history of the place, some particulars of which 
were extremely curious. He told him, that the 
person who attended them at supper, bowing 
with the most abject servility, and worshipping 
him every time he opened his mouth, with the 
epithets of your lordship and your honour, had, 
a few years before, been actually a captain in the 
guards, who, after having run his career in the 
great world, had threaded every station in their 
community, from that of a buck of the first order, 
who swaggers about the Fleet in a laced coat, 

with a footman and w , to the degree of a 

tapster in which he was now happily settled. 
'*If you will take the trouble of going into the 
cook's kitchen," said he, **you will perceive a 
beau metamorphosed into a turnspit ; and there 
are some hewers of wood and drawers of water 
in this microcosm, who have had forests and fish- 
ponds of their own : yet, notwithstanding such a 
miserable reverse of fortune, they are neither 
objects of regard nor compassion, because their 
misfortunes are the fruits of the most vicious 
extravagance ; and they are absolutely insensible 
of the misery which is their lot. Those of our 
fellow-sufferers who have been reduced by unde- 
served losses, or the precipitation of inexperienced 
youth, never fail to meet with the most brotherly 
assistance, provided they behave with decorum 
and a due sense of their unhappy circumstances. 
Nor are we destitute of power to chastise the 
licentious, who refuse to comply with the regula- 
tions of the place, and disturb the peace of the 
community with riot and disorder. Justice is 
here impartially administered by a court of equity, 
consisting of a select number of the most respect- 
able inhabitants, who punish all offenders with 
equal judgment and resolution, after they have 
been fairly convicted of the crimes laid to their 
charge. 

The clergyman, having thus explained the 
economy of the place, as well as the cause of 
his own confinement, b^an to discover signs of 
curiosity touching our hero's situation ; and 
Pickle, thinking he could do no less for the 
satisfaction of a man who had treated him in 
such a hospitable manner, favoured him with a 
detail of the circumstances which produced his 
I imprisonment ; at the same time gratifying his 
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resentment against the minister, which delighted 
in recapitulating the injuries he had received. 
The parson, who had been prepossessed in favour 
of our youth at first sight, understanding what a 
considerable part he had acted on the stage of 
life, felt his veneration increase ; and pleased 
with the opportunity of introducing a stranger of 
his consequence to the club, left him to his repose, 
or rather to ruminate on an event which he had 
not as yet seriously considered. 

I might here, in imitation of some celebrated 
writers, furnish out a page or two with the re- 
flections he made upon the instability of human 
affairs, the treachery of the world, and the 
temerity of youth; and endeavour to decoy tbe 
reader into a smile, by some quaint observation 
of my own, touching the sagacious moraliser : 
but, besides that I look upon this practice as an 
impertinent anticipation of the peruser's thought, 
I have too much matter of importance upon my 
hands, to give the reader the least reason to 
believe that I am driven to such paltry shifts, in 
order to eke out the volume. Suffice it then to 
say, our adventurer passed a very uneasy night, 
not only from the thorny suggestions of his mind, 
but likewise from the anguish of his body, which 
suffered from the hardness of his couch, as well 
as from the natural inhabitants thereof, that did 
not tamely suffer his intrusion. 

In the morning he was waked by Pipes, who 
brought upon his shoulder a portmanteau filled 
with necessaries, according to the direction of 
Cad wallader ; and, tossing it down upon the floor, 
regaled himself with a quid, without the least 
manifestation of concern. After some pause, 
" You see, Pipes," said his master, "to what I 
have brought myself." — ** Ay, ay," answered the 
valet, '* if once the vessel is ashore, what signiBes 
talking? We must bear a hand to tow her off, 
if we can : if she won't budge for all the anchors 
and capstans aboard, after we have lightened her, 
by cutting away her masts, and heaving our guns 
and cargo overlsoard, why then, mayhap, a brisk 
gale of wind, a tide, or current setting from shore, 
may float her again in the blast of a whistle. Here 
is two hundred and ten guineas by the tale, in this 
here canvas bag ; and upon this scrap of paper 
— no, avast— that's my discharge from the parish 
for Moll Trundle — ay, here it is — an order for 
thirty pounds upon the what-d'ye-call-'em in the 
city; and two tickets for twenty- five and eighteen, 
which I lent, d'ye see, to Sam Studding, to buy 
a cargo of rum, when he hoisted the sign of the 
Commodore at St. Catherine's. " So sajring, he 
spread his whole stock upon the table, for the 
acceptance of Peregrine ; who, being very much 
affected with this fresh instance of his attachment, 
expressed his satisfaction at seeing he had been 
such a good economist, and paid his wages up to 
that very day. He thanked him for his faithful 
services ; and, observing that he himself was no 
longer in a condition to maintain a domestic, 
advised him to retire to the garrison, where he 
would be kindly received by his friend Hatchway, 
to whom he would recommend him in the strong- 
est terms. 

Pipes looked blank at this unexpected intima- 



tion, to which he replied, that he wanted neither 
pay nor provision, but only to be employed as a 
tender ; and that he would not steer his course 
for the garrison, unless his master would first take 
his lumber aboard. Pickle, however, peremp- 
torily refused to touch a farthing of the money, 
which he commanded him to put up; and Pipes 
was so mortified at his refusal, that, twisting the 
notes together, he threw them into the fire with- 
out hesitation, crying, ** D — the money! " The 
canvas bag, with its contents, would have shared 
the same fate, had not Peregrine started up, and, 
snatching the paper from the flames, ordered his 
valet to forbear, on pain of being banished for 
ever from his sight. He told him that, for the 
present, there was a necessity for his being dis- 
missed, and he discharged him accordingly ; but 
if he would go and live quietly with the lieutenant, 
he promised, on the first favourable turn of his 
fortune, to take him again into his service. In 
the mean time, he gave him to understand, that 
he neither wanted, nor would make any use of 
his money, which he insisted upon his pocketing 
immediately, on pain of forfeiting all title to his 
favour. 

Pipes was very much chagrined at these injunc- 
tions, to which he made no reply ; but, sweeping 
the money into his bag, stalked off in silence, 
with a look of grief and mortification which his 
countenance had never exhibited before. Nor 
was the proud heart of Pickle unmoved upon 
this occasion; he could scarce suppress his sorrow 
in the presence of Pipes ; and, as soon as he was 
gone, it vented itself in tears. 

Having no great pleasure in conversing with 
his own thoughts, he dressed himself with all 
convenient despatch, being attended by one of the 
occasional valets of the place, who had formerly 
been a rich mercer in the city; and this operation 
being performed, he went to breakfast at the 
coffee-house, where he happened to meet with 
his friend the clergyman, and several persons of 
genteel appearance, to whom the doctor intro- 
duced him as a new messmate. By these gentle- 
men he was conducted to a place, where they 
spent the forenoon in playing at fives, an exercise 
in which our hero took singular delight; and 
about one o'clock a court was held, for the trial 
of two delinquents who had transgressed the laws 
of honesty and good order. The first who ap- 
peared at the bar was an attorney accused of 
having picked a gentleman's pocket of his hand- 
kerchief ; and the fact being proved by incon- 
testable evidence, he received sentence, in con- 
sequence of which he was immediately carried 
to the public pump, and subjected to a severe 
cascade of cold water. This cause being dis- 
cussed, they proceeded to the trial of the other 
offender, who was a lieutenant of a man-of-war, 
indicted for a riot, which he had committed in 
company with a female, not yet taken, against 
the laws of the place and the peace of his fellow- 
prisoners. The culprit had been very obstreper- 
ous, and absolutely refused to obey the summons, 
with many expressions of contempt and defiance 
against the authority of the court : upon which 
the constables were ordered to bring nim to the 
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bar, vi ef'armiii and he was accordingly brought 
before the judge* after having m^e a most 
desperate resistance- with a hai^r, by which 
one of the ofl&cers was dangerously wounded. 
This ontn^ge was such an aggravation of hi& 
crime^ thai, the court would not ventinre to decide 
upon it, but remitted him to the sentence of the 
Avardeoy who, by virtue of his dictatorial power, 
ordered the rioter to be loaded with irons and 
confined in the strong-room, which is a dismal 
dungeon, situated upon the side of the ditch, 
infested with toads and vermin, surchaiged with 
noisome damps, and impervious to the least ray 
of light. 

Justice being done upon these criminals, our 
adventurer and his company adjourned to the 
ordinary, which was kept at the coffee-house ; 
and he found upon inquiry that his messmates 
consisted of one officer, two underwriters, three 
projectors, an alchymist, an attorney, ^ parson, 
a brace of poets, a baronet, and a luiight of the 
bath. The dinner, though not sumptuous, nor 
very el^antly served up, was nevertheless sub- 
stantial, and pretty well dressed ; the wine was 
tolerable, and all the guests as cheerful as if they 
had been utter strangers to calamity ; so that 
car adventurer began to relish the company, and 
mix in the conversation with that sprightliness 
and ease which were peculiar to his disposition. 
The repast being ended, the reckoning paid, 
and part of the gentlemen withdrawn to cards or 
other avocations, those who remained, among 
whom Peregrine made one, agi*eed to spend the 
afternoon in conversation over a bowl of punch ; 
and the liquor being produced, they passed the 
time very socially in various topics of discourse, 
including many curious anecdotes, relating to 
their own affairs. No man scmpled to own the 
nature of the debt for which he was confined, 
unless it happened to be some piddling affair ; 
but, on the contrary, boasted of the importance 
of the sum as a circumstance that implied his 
having been a person of consequence in life; 
and he who made the most remarkable escapes 
from bailiffs was looked upon as a man of superior 
genius and address. 

Among other extraordinary adventures of this 
kind, none was more romantic than the last elope- 
ment achieved by the officer, who told them he had 
been arrested for a debt of two hundred pounds, 
at a time when he could not command as many 
pence, and conveyed to the bailiffs house, in 
which he continued a whole fortnight, moving 
his lodgings higher and higher, from time to 
time, in proportion to the decay of his credit, 
until from the parloor he had made a r^ular 
ascent to the garret. There, while he ruminated 
on his next step, which would have been, to the 
MarshaUca, and saw the night come on, attended 
with hunger and cold, the wind began to blow, 
and the tiles of the house rattled with the storm ; 
his imagination was immediately struck with, the 
idea of escaping unperceived amidst tlie darkness 
and noise of the tempest, by creeping out of the 
window of his apartment, and making his way 
over the t<^s of the adjoining houses^ Glowing 
vn^ this prospect, . he examixied the passage. 



which, to his infinite mortification, he found 
grated with iron bars on the outside ; but even 
this difficulty did not divert him from his purpose. 
Conscious of his own strength, he believed him- 
self able to make a. hole tlnrough the roof, which 
seemed to be slend^ and crazy ;, and, on this 
supposition, he barricaded the door with the 
whole furniture of the room ; then setting him- 
self to work with a poker, he in a few minutes 
effected a passage for his hand, with whidi he 
gradually stripped off the boards and tiling, so 
as to open a sally-port for his whole body, through 
which he fairly set himself free, groping his way 
towards the next tenement. Here, however, he 
met with an imlucky accident; his hat being blown 
off his head, chanced to fall into the court just 
as one of the bailiffs followers was knocking at 
the door, and this myrmidon, recognizing it 
immediately, gave the alarm to his chief, who 
rannii^ up-stairs to the garret, forced open the 
door, in a twinkling, notwithstanding the pre- 
cautions which the prisoner had taken, and with 
his attendant pursued the fugitive through his 
own track. '* After this chase had continued 
some time," said the offieeii **to the imminent 
danger of all three, I found my progress suddenly 
stopped by a skylight, through which I perceived 
seven tailors sitting at work upon a board. With- 
out the least hesitation or previous notice I 
plunged among them with my backside foremost. 
Before they could recollect themselves from the 
consternation occasioned by sueli a strange visit, 
I told them my situation, and gave them to 
understand that there was no time to be lost. 
One of the number taking the hint, led me 
instantly down-stairs, and dismissed me at the 
street door, while the bailiff and his follower, 
arriving at the breach, were deterred from enter- 
ing by the brethren of my deliverer, who, pre- 
senting their shears, like a range of ckevaux (U 
friscy commanded them to retire on pain of im- 
mediate death; and tlie catchpole, rather than 
risk his carcase, consented to discharge the debt, 
comforting himself with the hope of making me 
prisoner again. There, however, he was disap- 
pointed : 1 kept snug, and laughed at his escape 
warrant, until I was ordered abroad with the 
regiment, when I conveyed myself in a hearse to 
Gravesend, where I embarked for Flanders ; but 
being obliged to- come over again on the recruit- 
ing-service,, I was nabbed on another score ; and 
all the satisfaction my first captor has been able 
to obtain is a writ of detainer, which, I believe, 
will fix me in this plaCe until the parliament, in 
its great goodness, .shall think proper to discharge 
my debts by a new act of insolvency." 

Everybody owned that the captain's success * 
was equal to the hardiness of his enterprise, 
wliich was altogether in. the style of a soldier : 
but one of the merchants observed that he must 
have been a. faaiUff of small experience who 
would trust a. prisoner of that consequence in 
such an unguarded placei *'If the captain," 
said hev ''had fallen into the hands of such a 
cunning rascal as the fellow that arrested me he 
would not have found it such an easy matter to 
escape;, for the wBumcr in vidnch I was caught 
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is perhaps the most extraordinary that ever was 
practised" in these realms. You must know, 
gentlemen, I sufl^red such losses by insuring 
vessels during the war that I was obliged to stop 
payment, though my expectations were such as 
to encourage me to manage one brancli of busi- 
ness without coming to any immediate composi- 
tion with my creditors. In short, I received 
consignments from abroad as usual ; and that I 
might not be subject to the visits of those catch- 
poles, 1 never stirred abroad ; but turning my 
first floor into a warehouse, ordered all my goods 
to be hoisted up by a crane, fixed to the upper 
story of my house. Divers were the stratagems 
practised by those ingenious ferrets with a view 
of decoying me from the walls of my fortification. 
I received innumerable messages from people 
who wanted to see me at certain taverns upon 
particular business ; I was summoned into the 
country to see my own mother, who was said to 
be at the point of death. A gentlewoman one 
night was taken in labour on my threshold; at 
another time I was disturbed with the cry of 
murder in the street ; and once I was alarmed 
by a false fire : but being still upon my guard, I 
baffled all their attempts, and thought myself quite 
secure from their invention, when one of those 
blood- hounds, inspired, I believe, by the devil 
himself, contrived a snare by which I was at last 
entrapped. He made it his business to inquire 
into the particulars of my traffic ; and under- 
standing that, among other things, there were 
several chests of Florence entered at the custom- 
house on my behalf, he ordered himself to be 
enclosed in a box of the same dimensions, with 
air-holes in the bottom for the benefit of breath- 
ing, and No. ill marked upon the cover; and 
being coirveyed to my door in a cart among 
other gobds, was in his turn hoisted up to my 
warehouse, where I stood with a hammer, in 
order to open the chests, that I might compare 
the contents with the invoice. You may guess 
ray siu'prise and consternation, when, upon un- 
covering the box, I saw a bailiff rearing up his 
head, like Lazarus from the grave, and heard 
him declare that he had a writ against me for a 
thousand pounds. Indeed, I aimed the hammer 
at his head, but in the hurry of my confusion 
missed my mark ; before I could repeat the blow 
he started up with great agility, and executed 
his office in sight of several evidences whom he 
had assembled in the street for that purpose, so 
that I could not possibly disentangle myself from 
the toil without incurring an escape-warrant, 
from which I had no protection; but had I 
known the contents of the chest, by all that's 
good ! I would have ordered my porter to raise 
it up as high as the crane would permit, and 
then have cut the rope by accident.'* 

"That expedient," said the knight with the 
red ribbon, "would have discouraged him from 
such hazardous attempts for the future, and 
would have been an example in terrorem to all 
his brethren. The story puts me in mind of a 
deliverance achieved by Tom Hackabout, a very 
stout, honest fellow, an old acquaintance of mine, 
who had been so famous for maiming bailiffs. 



that another gentleman, having been ili-U9«d at 
a sponging-house, no sooner obtained hi« liberty^ 
than, with a view of being revenged up<ni the 
landlord, he, for five shillings, taught one of 
Tom's notes, which sold at a Very large discount, 
and, taking out a writ upon it, put it into the 
hands of the bailiff who had usea him ill. The 
catchpole, after a diligent search, had an oppor- 
tunity of executing the writ upon the defendant, 
who, without ceremony, broke one of his arms, 
fractured his skull, and belaboured him in such 
a manner, that he* lay without sense or motion 
on the spot. By such exploits this hero became 
so formidable, that no single bailiff would under' 
take to arrest him ; so that he appeared in all 
public places untouched. At length, however^ 
several officers of the Marshalsea court entered 
into a confederacy against him ; and two of the 
number, attended by three desperate followers, 
ventured to arrest him one day in the Strand, 
near Hungerford-market. He found it impossi- 
ble to make resistance, because the whole gang 
sprang upon him at once, like so many tigers, 
and pinioned his arms so fast, that he could not 
w^ a finger. Perceiving himself fairly over-- 
powered, he desired to be conducted forthwith 
to jail, and was stowed in a boat accordingly. 
By that time they had reached the middle of 
the river, he found means to overset the wlierry 
by accident ; and every man, disregarding the 
prisoner, consulted his own safety. As for 
Hackabout, to whom that element was quite 
familiar, he mounted astride upon the keel o£ 
the boat, which was uppermost, and exhorted 
the bailiffs to swim for their lives, protesting,, 
before God, that they had no other chance to be 
saved. 

** The watermen were immediately taken up 
by some of their own friends, who, far from 
yielding any assistance to the catchpoles, kept 
aloof, and exulted in their calamity. In short, 
two of the five went to the bottom, and never 
saw the light of God's sun ; and the other three 
with great difficulty saved themselves by laying 
hold on the rudder of a dung-barge, to which 
they were carried by the stream, while Tom^ 
with great deliberation, swam across to the 
Surrey shore. After this achievement, he was 
so much dreaded by the whole fratei*nity, that 
they shivered at the very mention of his name % 
and this character, which some people Would 
think an advantage to a man in debt, was the' 
greatest misfortune that could possibly happett 
to him ; because no tradesman would give him. 
credit for the least trifle, on the supposition* that 
he could not indemnify himself in the common 
course of law." 

The pai-son did riot approve of Mr. Hacka-- 
bout's method of escaping, which he considered 
as a very unchristian attempt upon the lives of 
his fellow-subjects. "It is enough," said he^ 
" that we elude the laws of our country, without 
murdering the officers of justice. For my own. 
part, I can lay my hand upon my heart, and 
safely say that I forgive from my soul the fellow- 
by whom I was made' a prisoner^ although the 
circumstances of his b<3haviourwere.tEcadierous, 
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wicked, and profane. You must know, Mr. Fickle, 
I was one day called into my chapel, in order to 
join a coiiple in the holy bands of matrimony ; 
and my affairs being at that time so situated as 
to lay me under apprehensions of an arrest, I 
cautiously surveyed the man through a lattice, 
which was made for that purpose, before I would 
venture to come within his reach. He was clothed 
in a seaman's jacket and trowsers, and had such 
an air of simplicity in his countenance as divested 
me of all suspicion : I therefore, without further 
scruple, trusted myself in his presence, began to 
exercise the duty of my function, and had actually 
performed one-half of the ceremony, when the 
supposed woman, pulling out a paper from her 
bosom, exclaimed, with a masculine voice, ' Sir, 
you are my prisoner : I have got a writ against 
you for five hundred pounds ! ' I was thunder- 
struck at this declaration, not so much on account 
of my own misfortune — which, thank Heaven, I 
can bear with patience and resignation — as at 
the impiety of the wretch, first, in disguising 
such a worldly aim under the cloak of religion ; 
and, secondly, in prostituting the service, when 
there was no occasion for so doing, his design 
having previously taken effect. Yet I forgive 
him, poor soul ! because he knew not what he 
did ; and I hope you. Sir Simple, will exert the 
same Christian virtue towards the man by whom 
you were likewise overreached." 

** Oh ! d the rascal ! " cried the knight ; 

"were I his judge, he should be condemned to 
flames everlasting. A villain 1 to disgrace me 
in such a manner, before almost all the fashion- 
able company in town." • Our hero expressing a 
curiosity to know the particulars of this adven- 
ture, the knight gratified his desire by telling 
him that one evening, while he was engaged in 
a party of cards, at a drum in the house of a 
certain lady of quality, he was given to under- 
stand, by one of the servants, that a stranger, 
very richly dressed, had just arrived in a chair, 
preceded by five footmen with flambeaux, and 
tliat he refused to come up-stairs until he should 
be introduced by Sir Simple. ** Upon this 
notice," continued the knight, ** I judged it was 
some of my quality friends ; and, having obtained 
her ladyship s permission to bring him up, went 
down to the hall, and perceived a person whom, 
to the best of my recollection, I had never seen 
before. However, his appearance was so mag- 
nificent, that I could not narbour the least sus- 
picion of his true quality; and, seeing me 
advance, he saluted me with a very genteel bow, 
observing that though he had not the honour of 
my acquaintance, he could not dispense with 
waiting upon me,' even on that occasion, in con- 
sequence of a letter which he had received from 
a particular friend. So saving, he p>ut a paper 
into my hand, intimating that he had got a writ 
against me for ten thousand pounds, and that it 
would be my interest to submit without resist- 
ance, for he was provided with a guard of twenty 
men, who surrounded the door in different dis- 
guises, determined to secure me against all 
opposition. Enraged at the scoundrel's finesse, 
and trusting to the assistance of the real footmen 



assembled in the hall, * So, you are a rascally 
bailiff,' said I, * who have assumed the garb of a 
gentleman in order to dbturb her ladyship's com. 
pany? Take this fellow, my lads, and roll him 
m the kennel : here are ten guineas for your 
trouble.' These words were no sooner pro- 
nounced, than I was seized, lifted up, placed in 
a chair, and carried off in the twinkling of an 
eye : not but that the servants of the house and 
some other footmen made a motion towards my 
rescue, and alarmed all the company above ; but 
the bailiff affirming, with undaunted effrontery, 
that I was taken up upon an affair of state, and 
so many people appearing in his behalf, the 
countess would not suffer the supposed messenger 
to be insulted ; and he cairied me to the county 
jail without further let or molestation. 



CHAPTER XCVIII. 

Pickle seems tolerably well reconciled to his Cage : and 
is by the Clergyman entertained with the Memoirs of 
a noted Personage, whom he sees by Accident in the 
Fleet. 

The knight had scarcely finished his narrative, 
when our hero was told that a gentleman in the 
coffee-room wanted to see him ; and when he 
went thither, he found his friend Crabtree, who 
bad transacted all his affairs, according to the 
determination of the preceding day, and now 
gave him an account of the remarks he had 
overheard on the subject of his misfortune ; for 
the manner of the arrest was so public and extra- 
ordinary, that those who were present immedi- 
ately propagated it among their acquaintance, 
and it was that same evening discoursed upon at 
several tea and card tables, with this variation 
from the truth, that the debt amounted to twelve 
thousand instead of twelve hundred pounds; 
from which circumstance it was conjectured that 
Peregrine was a bite from the beginning, who 
had found credit on account of his effrontery and 
appearance, and imposed himself upon the town 
as a young gentleman of fortune. They rejoiced, 
therefore, at his calamity, which they considered 
as a just punishment for his fraud and presump- 
tion, and began to review certain particulars of 
his conduct that plainly demonstrated him to be 
a rank adventurer long before he had arrived at 
this end of his career. 

Pickle, who now believed his glory was set 
for ever, received this intelligence with that dis- 
dain which enables a man to detach himself 
effectually from the world, and, with great tran- 
quillity, gave the misanthrope an entertaining 
detail of what he had seen and heard since their 
last parting. While they amused themselves in 
this manner over a dish of coffee, they were 
joined by the parson, who congratulated our 
hero upon bearing his mischance with such phi- 
losophic quiet, and b^[an to regale the two 
friends with some curious circumstances relating 
to the private history of the several prisoners, as 
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they happened to come in. At length, a gentle- 
man entered, at the sight of whom the clergyman 
rose up, and saluted him with a most reverential 
bow, which was graciously returned by the- 
stranger, who, with a young man that attended 
him, retired to the other end of the room. They 
were no sooner out of hearing, than the commu- 
nicative priest desired his company to take par- 
ticular notice of the person to whom he had paid 
his respects : " That man," said he, **is this day 
one of the most flagrant instances of neglected 
virtue which the world can produce. Over and 
above a cool, discerning head, fraught with un- 
common learning and experience, he is possessed 
of such fortitude and resolution, as no difficulties 
can discourage and no danger impair ; and so 
indefatigable is his humanity, that even now, 
while he is surrounded with such embarrass- 
ments as would distract the brain of any ordinary 
mortal, he has added considerably to his en- 
cumbrances, by taking under his protecticn that 
young gentleman, who, induced by his character, 
appealed to his benevolence for redress of the 
grievances, under which he labours from the 
villainy of his guardian." 

Peregrine's curiosity being excited by this 
encomium, he asked the name of this generous 
patron, of which when he was informed, ** I am 
no stranger," said he, "to the fame of that 
gentleman, who has made a considerable noise 
in the world, on account of that great cause he 
undertook in defence of an unhappy orphan ; 
and since he is a person of such an amiable dis- 
position, I am heartily sorry to find that his 
endeavours have not met with that successful 
issue which their good fortune in the beginning 
seemed to promise. Indeed, the circumstance 
of his espousing that cause was so uncommon 
and romantic, and the depravity of the human 
heart so universal, that some people, unacquainted 
with his real character, imagined his views were 
altogether selfish ; and some were not wanting, 
who affirmed he was a mere adventurer. Never- 
theless, I must do him the justice to own, I have 
heard some of the most virulent of those who 
were concenied on the other side of the question 
bear testimony in his favour, observing, that he 
was deceived into the expense of the whole by 
the plausible story which at first engaged his 
compassion. Your description of his character 
confirms me in the same opinion, though I am 
quite ignorant of the affair : the particulars of 
which I should be glad to learn, as well as a 
genuine account of his o^vn life, many circum- 
stances of which are, by his enemies, I believe, 
egregiouslv misrepresented." 

" Sir," answered the priest, "that is a piece 
of satisfaction which I am glad to find myself 
capable of giving you ; I have had the pleasure 

of being acquainted with Mr. M from his 

youth ; and everything which I shall relate con- 
cerning him, you may depend upon as a fjfict 
which hath fallen under my own cognizance, or 
been vouched upon the credit of undoubted evi- 
dence. Mr. M 's father was a minister of 

the established church of Scotland, descended 
from a very ancient clan, and his mother nearly 



related to a noble family in the northern part of 
that kingdom. While the son was boarded at a 
public school, where he made good progress in 
the Latin tongue, his father died, and he was 
left an orphan to the care of an uncle, who, 
finding him determined against any servile em- 
ployment, kept him at school, that he might 
prepare himself for the university, with a view 
of being qualified for his father's profession. 

" Here his imagination was so heated by the 
warlike achievements he found recorded in the 
Latin authors, such as Caesar, Curtius, and 
Buchanan, that he was seized with an irresistible 
thirst of military glory, and desire of trying his 
fortune in the army. His majesty's troops tak- 
ing the field, in consequence of the rebellion 
which happened in the year seventeen hundred 
and fifteen, this young adventurer, thinking no 
life equal to that of a soldier, found means to 
furnish himself with a fusil and bayonet, and, 
leaving the school, repaired to the camp near 
Stirling, with a view of signalizing himself in the 
field, though he was at that time but just turned 
of thirteen. He offered his services to several 
officers, in hope of being enlisted in their com- 
panies ; but they would not receive him, because 
they rightly concluded that he was some school- 
boy broke loose without the knowledge or con- 
sent of his relations. Notwithstanding this dis- 
couragement, he continued in camp, curiously 
prying into every part of the service ; and such 
was the resolution conspicuous in him, even at 
such a tender age, that, after his small finances 
were exhausted, he persisted in his design ; and 
because he would not make his wants known, 
actually subsisted for several days on hips, haws, 
and sloes, and other spontaneous fruits which he 
gathered in the woods and fields. Meanwhile 
he never failed to be present when any regiment, 
or corps of men, were drawn out to be exercised 
and reviewed, and accompanied them in all their 
evolutions, which he had learned to great per- 
fection, by observing the companies which were 
quartered in the place where he was at school. 
This eagerness and perseverance attracted the 
notice of many officers, who, after having com- 
mended his spirit and zeal, pressed him to return 
to his parents, and even threatened to expel him 
from the camp, if he would not comply with 
their advice. 

" These remonstrances having no other effect 
than that of warning him to avoid his monitors, 
they thought proper to alter their behaviour 
towards him, took him into their protection, and 
even into their mess ; and what, above all other 
marks of favour, pleased the young soldier most, 
permitted him to incorporate in the battalion, 
and take his turn of duty with the other men. 
In this hai^y situation he was discovered by a 
relation of his mother, who was a captain in the 
army, and who used all his authority and in- 
fluence in persuading M to return to school ; 

but finding him deaf to his admonitions and 
threats, he took him under his own care, and 
when the army marched to Dumblane, left him 
at Stirling, with express injunction to keep him- 
self within the walls. 



270' 



THE ADVENTURES OF 



"He temporized with his kinsman, fearing 
that, sbonkl he seem refiactoiy, the obtain 
wonld have oidered him to be ^mt vp in the 
castleu Inflamed with the desire of seeing a 
battle, his rebtioo no sooner nunched off the 
ground, than he mixed m with another regiment, 
Xo which his ibrmer patrons belonged, and pn>- 
ceedcd to the field, where he distingnislied him- 
self, even at that early time of life, fay his gallantry, 
in helping to retrieve a pair of colons beloi^ng 

to M n's regiment ; so that, after the affiur, 

he was presented to the dnke of Aig^^e, and 
recommoidcd stiongly to Brigadier Grant, who 
invited him into his regiment, and promised to 
provide for him with the fiiat opportunity ; bat 
that gentleman in a little time lost his command 
itpon the duke's disgmce, and the r^^ent was 
<vdered for Ireland, being given to Colonel 
Nassau, whose favour the young volunteer ac- 
quired to such a degree, that he was recommended 
to the king for an ensigncy, which in all prob- 
ability he would have obtained, had not the 
regiment been unludcily reduced. 

"In consequence of this redaction, which 
happened in the most severe season of the year, 
he was obliged to return to his own country, 
through infimte hardships, to which he was ex- 
posed from the narrowness of his circumstances ; 
and continuing still enamoured of a military life, 
he entered into the regiment of Scotch Greys, 
at that time commanded by the late Sir James 
Campbell, who, being acquainted with his family 
and character, encouraged him with the promise 
•of speedy preferment. In this corps he remained 
three years, daring which he had no opportunity 
of seeing actual service, except at the affair of 
Glensheel ; and this life of insipid quiet must 
have hung heavy upon a youth or M — —*s active 
disposition, had not he found exercise for the 
mind, in reading books of amusement, history, 
voyages, and geography, together with those 
that treated of the art of war, ancient and 
modern ; for which he contracted such an eager 
appetite, that he used to spend sixteen hours a 
day in this employment. About tliat time he 
became acquainted with a gentleman of learning 
and taste, who, observing his indefatigable ap- 
plication and insatiable thirst after knowledge, 
took upon himself the charge of superintending 
his studies ; and, by the direction of such an 
able guide, the young soldier converted his atten- 
tion to a more so) id and profitable course of 
reading. So inordinate was his desire of making 
speedy advances in the paths of learning, that 
within the compass of three months he diligently 
perused the writings of Locke and Malebranche, 
and made himself master of the first six, and oif 
the eleventh and twelfth books of Euclid's Ele- 
ments, He considered PuflTendorf and Grotius 
with uncommon care, acquired a tolerable degree 
of knowledge in the French language, and his 
imagination was so captivated with the desire of 
learning, that, seeing no prospect of a war, or 
views of being provided for in the service, he 
quitted the army, and went through a regular 
course of university education. Having made 
such progress in his studies, he resolved to qualify 



himscif for the churdi % and aequired such a 
stock of school divinity under the instmctions of 
a learned professor at Edinburgli, that he more 
than once mounted the r ub tium in the public 
hall, and held forth with uncoonnon applause : 
but being discooraged from a prosecution of hLs 
plan by the unreasonable au s taity of some of 
the Scottish dergy, by whom the most indifferent 
and imiocent words and actions were often mis- 
construed into levity and misconduct, he resolved 
to emlnace the fiRt favourable opportunity of 
going abroad, being inflamed with the desire of 
seeing fbre^ countries ; and actually set out for 
Holland, where, for the space of two years, he 
stodied the Roman law, with the law of nature 
and nations, under the £unous professors Tolien 
and Barbeyrac 

*' Having thus finished his school education, 
he set out for Fsuis, with a view to make himself 
perfect in the French language, and learn such 
useful exercises as might be acquired with the 
wretdied remnant of his slender estate, which 
was by that time reduced very low. In his 
journey through the Netherlands, he went to 
Namur, and paid his respects to Bishop Strick- 
land and General Collier, by whom he was 
received with great civility, in consequence of 
letters of recommendation with which he was 
provided from the Hague ; and the old general 
assured him of his protection and interest for a 
pair of colours, if he was disposed to enter into- 
the Dutch service. Though he was by that time 
pretty well cured of his military Quixotism, he 
would not totally decline the generous proffer, 
for which he thanked him in the most grateful 
terms, telling the general that he would pay his 
duty to him on his return from France, and Uien, 
if he could determine upon re-engaging in the 
army, should think himself highly honoured in 
being under his command. 

** After a stay of two months in Flanders, he 
{Hoceeded to Paris, and, far from taking up his 
habitation in the suburbs of St. Germain, accord- 
ing to the custom of English travellers, he hired 
a private lodging on the other side of the river, 
and associated chiefly with French officers, who, 
their youthful sallies being over, are allowed to 
be the politest gentlemen of that kingdom. In 
this scheme he found his account so much that 
he could not but wonder at the folly of his 
countrymen, who lose the main scope of their 
going abroad, by spending their time and fortune 
idly with one anotner. 

** During his residence in Holland he had 
made himself acquainted with the best authors 
in the French language, so that he was able to 
share in their conversation, a circumstance from 
whfch he found great benefit ; for it not only 
improved him in his knowledge of that tongue, 
but also tended to the enlargement of his ac- 
quaintance, in the course of which he contracted 
intimacies in some families of good fashion, 
especially those of the long robe, which would 
have enabled him to pass his time very agree- 
ably, had he beeiT a little easier in point of for- 
tune J but his finances, notwithstanding the most 
rigid economy, being in a few months reduced 
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to a very low ebb, the prospect of indigence 
threw a damp upon all his pleasures, though he 
never suffered himself to be thereby in any d^;ree 
dispirited ; being in that respect of so happy a 
disposition, that conscious poverty or abundance 
made very slight impressions upon his mind. 
This consumption of his cash, however, involved 
him in some perplexity ; and he deliberated with 
himself, whether he should return to Greneral 
Collier, or repair to Ix>ndon, where he might 
possibly fall into some business not unbecoming 
a gentleman ; though he was very much mortified 
to find liimself incapable of gratifying an inordin- 
ate desire which possessed him of making tlie 
grand tour, or at least of visiting the southern 
parts of France. 

** While he thus hesitated between diflferent 
suggestions, he was one morning visited by a 
gentleman who had sought and cultivated his 
friendship, and for whom he had done a good 
office, in supporting him with spirit against a 
brutal German with whom he had an affair of 
honour. This gentleman came to propose a 
party for a fortnight to Fontainbleau, where the 
court then was; and the proposal being declined 

by M with more than usual stiffness, his 

friend was very urgent to know the reason of his 
refusal, and at length, with seme confusion, said, 

* Perhaps your finances are low ? ' M replied, 

that he had wherewithal to defray the expense of 
his journey to London, where he could be fur- 
nished with a fresh supply ; and this answer was 
no sooner made than the other, taking him by 
the hand, * My dear friend,* said he, * I am not 
unacquainted with your affairs, and would have 
offered you my credit long ago, if I had thought 
it would be acceptable; even now, I do not 
pretend to give you money, but desire and insist 
upon it that you will accept of the loan of these 
two pieces of paper, to be repaid when you marry 
a woman with a fortune of twenty thousand 
pounds, or obtain an employment of a thousand 
a year.* So saying, he presented him with two 
actions of above two thousand livres each.. 

"M was astonished at this unexpected 

instance of generosity in a stranger, and, with 
suitable acknowledgment, peremptorily revised 
to incur such- an obligation ; but at length he was, 
by dint of importunity and warm expostulation, 
prevailed upon to accept one of the actions, on 
condition that the gentleman would take his note 
forthe&um; and this he absolutely rejected, until 
M — '• — promised to draw upon; him for double 
the value, or more, in case he should at anytime 
want a farther supply. This uncommon act of 

friendship and generosity M afterwards had 

an opportunity to repay tenfold, though he could 
not help regi'etting the occasion on his friend's 
account. That worthy man having, by placing 
too much confidence in a villainous lawyer, and a 
chain of other misfortunes, involved himself and 
his amiable lady in a labyrinth of difficulties, 
which threatened the total ruin of his family, 
M — - felt the inexpressible satisfaction of de- 
livering his benefactor firom the snare. 

'* Being thus reinforced by the generosity of 
his friendy M nsolmBd to exi^cnte his former 



plan of seeing the south of France, together with 
the sea-ports of Spain, as far as Cadiz, from 
whence he proposed to take a passage for London 
by sea; and with this view sent forwanl his trunks 
by the diligence to Lyons, determined to ride 
post, in order to enjoy a better view of the country, 
and for the conveniency of stopping at those 
places where there was anything remarkable to 
be seen or inquired into. While he was employed: 
in taking leave of his Parisian friends, who fur- 
nished him with abundant recommendation, a 
gentleman of his own country, who spoke little 
or no French, hearing of his intention, begged the 
favour of accompanying him in his expedition. 
With this new companion, therefore, he set out 
for Lyons, where he was perfectly well received 
by the intendant and some of the best families of 
the place, in consequence of his letters of recom- 
mendation ; and, after a short stay in that city, 
proceeded down the Rhone, to Avignon, in what 
is called the coche cteau ; then visiting the princi- 
pal towns of Efciuphiny, Languedoc, and Provence, 
he returned to the delightfiil city of Marseilles, 
where he and his fellow-traveller were so much 
captivated by the serenity of the air, the good- 
nature and hospitality of the sprightly inhabit- 
ants, that they never dreamed of changing their 
quarters during the whole winter and part of the 
spring : here he acquired the acquaintance of the 
Marquis d'Argens, attorney-general in tlie parlia- 
ment of Aix, and of his eldest son, who now 
makes so great a figure in the literary world ; 
and when the affair of Father Girard and Made- 
moiselle Cadi^re began to make a noise, he accom- 
panied these two gentlemen to Toulon, where the 
marquis was ordered to take precognition of the 
facts. 

" On his return to Marseilles, he found a certain 
noble lord of great fortune, under the direction of 
a Swiss governor, who liad accommodated him 
with two of his own relations, of the same country, 
by way of companions, together with five servants 
in his train. They being absolute strangers in 
the place, M introduced tliem to the intend- 
ant, and several other good families ; and had. 
the good fortune to be so agreeable to his lordship, 
that he proposed and even pressed him to live- 
with him iii England as a friend and companion, 
and to take upon him the superintendence of his 
affairs ; in which case he would settle upon, him, 
four hundred a year for life. 

*'This proposal was too advantageous to 
be slighted by a person of no fortune or fixed 
establishment : he therefore made no difficulty of 
closing with it ; but as his lordship's departure 
was fixed to a short day, and he urged him to 
accompany him to Paris, and from thence to; 
England, M— ^ — thought it would be improper 
and indecent to interfere with the office of his 
governor, who might take innbrage at his favour,, 
and therefore excused himself from a compliance 
with his lordship's request until his minority 
should be expired, as he was within a few 
months of being of age. However, he repeated 
his importunities so earnestly, and the governor 
joined in the request with such an appearance oi 
cordiality, that he was prevailed upon to comply 
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with their joint desire ; and in a few days set out 
with them for Paris,by the way of Lyons : but before 
they had been three days in the city,M per- 
ceived a total change in the behaviour of the Swiss 
and his two relations, who, in all probability, be- 
came jealous of his influence with his lordship ; 
and he no sooner made this discovery, than he 
resolved to withdraw himself from such a dis- 
agreeable participation of that young nobleman's 
favour : he therefore, in spite of all his lordship's 
entreaties and remonstrances, quitted him for the 
present ; alleging, as a pretext, that he had a 
longing desire to see Switzerland and the banks 
of the Rhine, and promising to meet him again in 
England. 

"This his intention being made known to 
the governor and his friends, their countenances 
immediately cleared up, their courtesy and com- 
plaisance returned, and they even furnished him 
with letters for Geneva, Lausanne, Bern, and 
Soleures ; in consequence of which he met with 
imusual civilities at these places. Having made 
this tour with his Scottish friend, who came up 
to him before he left Lyons, and visited the most 
considerable towns on both sides of the Rhine, 
and the courts of the electors Palatine, Mentz, 
and Cologne, he arrived in Holland ; and from 
thence, through the Netherlands, repaired to 
London, where he found my lord just returned 
from Paris. 

" His lordship received him witli expressions 
of uncommon joy, would not suffer him to stir 
from him for several days, and introduced him 
to his relations. M accompanied his lord- 
ship from London to his country seat, where he 
was indeed treated with great friendship and 
confidence, and consulted in everything; but 
the noble peer never once made mention of the 
annuity which he had promised to settle upon 

him, nor did M remind him of it, because 

he conceived it was his affair to fulfil his engage- 
ments of his own accord. M , being tired of 

the manner of living at this place, made an 
excursion to Bath, where he stayed about a fort- 
night, to partake of the diversions ; and, upon 
his return, found his lordship making dispositions 
for another journey to Paris. 

" Surprised at this sudden resolution, he en- 
deavoured to dissuade him from it; but his 
remonstrances were rendered ineffectual by the 
insinuations of a foreigner who had come over 
with him, and filled his imagination with extra- 
vagant notions of pleasure, infinitely superior to 
any which he could enjoy, while he was in the 
trammels and under the restraints of a governor. 

He therefore turned a deaf ear to all M 's 

arguments, and entreated him to accompany him 
in the journey ; but this gentleman, foreseeing 
that a young man like my lord, of strong passions 
and easy to be misled, would in all probability 
squander away great sums of money, in a way 
that would neither do credit to himself nor to 
those who were concerned with him, resisted all 
his solicitations, on pretence of having business 
of consequence at London ; and afterwards had 
reason to be extremely well pleased with his own 
conduct in this particular. 



"Before he set out on this expedition, M , 

in justice to himself, reminded him of the pro- 
posal which he had made to him at Marseilles, 
desiring to know if he had altered his design in 
that particular ; in which case he would turn his 
thoughts some other way, as he would not in the 
least be thought to intrude or pin himself upon 
any man. My lord protested, in the most solemn 
manner, that he still continued in his former 
resolution ; and, again beseeching him to bear 
him company into France, promised that every- 
thing should be settled to his satisfaction, upon 

their return to England. M , however, still 

persisted in his refusal for the above-mentioned 
reasons, and though he never heard more of the 
annuity, he nevertheless continued to serve his 
lordship with his advice and good offices ever 
afler ; particularly in directing his choice to an 
alliance with a ladv of eminent virtue, the 
daughter of a noble lord, more conspicuous for 
his shining parts than the splendour of his titles; 
a circumstance upon which he always reflected 
with particular satisfaction, as well on account 
of the extraordinary merit of the lady, as because 
it vested in her children a considerable part of 
that great estate, which, of right, belonged to 
her grandmother, and afterwanls put him in a 
way to retrieve his estate fix>m a heavy load of 
debt he had contracted. When my lord set out 

on his Paris expedition, the money M had 

received from his generous friend at Paris was 
almost reduced to the last guinea. He had 
not yet reaped the least benefit from his en- 
gagements with his lordship ; and, disdaining 
to ask for a supply from him, he knew not 
how to subsist, with any degree of credit, till his 
return. 

" This uncomfortable prospect was the more 
disagreeable to him, as, at that time of life, he 
was much inclined to appear in the gay world, 
had contracted a taste for plays, operas, and 
other public diversions, and acquired an ac- 
quaintance with many people of good fashion, 
which could not be maintained without a con- 
siderable expense. In this emergency, he thought 
he could not employ his idle time more profitably 
than in translating, from foreign languages, such 
books as were then chiefly in vogue ; and, upon 
application to a friend, who was a man of letters, 
he was furnished wilh as much business of that 
kind as he could possibly manage, and wrote 
some pamphlets on the reigning controversies of 
that time, that had the good fortune to please. 
He was also concerned in a monthly journal of 
literature, and the work was carried on by the 

two friends jointly, tliough M did not at all 

appear in the partnership. By these means he 
not only spent his mornings in useful exercise, 
but supplied himself with money for what the 
French call the menus plaisirs^ during the whole 
summer. He frequented all the assemblies in 
and about London, and considerably enlarged 
his acquaintance among the fair sex. 

** He had, upon his first arrival in England, 
become acquamted with a lady at an assembly 
not far from London ; and though, at that time, 
he had no thoughts of extending his views Deulher 
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than the usual gallantry of the place, he met with 
such disthiguishing marks of ner regard in the 
sequel, and was so particularly encouraged by 
the advice of another lady with whom he had 
been intimate in France, and who was now of 
their parties, that he could not help entertaining 
hopes of making an impression upon the heart of 
liis agreeable partner, who was a young lady of 
an ample fortune and great expectations. He 
therefore cultivated her good graces with all the 
assiduity and address of which he was master ; 
and succeeded so well in his endeavours, that, 
after a due course of attendance, and the death 
of an aunt, by wliich she received an accession 
of fortune to the amount of three and twenty 
thousand pounds, he ventured to declare his 
passion, and she not only heard him with pa- 
tience and approbation, but also replied in terms 
adequate to his warmest wish. 

'* Finding himself so favourably received, he 
pressed her to secure his happidess by marriage ; 
but, to this proposal, she objected the recency of 
her kinswoman's death, which would have ren- 
dered such a step highly indecent, and the dis- 
pleasure of her other relations, from whom she 
had still greater expectations, and who at that 
time importuned her to marry a cousin of her 
own, whom she could not like. However, that 

M might have no cause to repine at her 

delay, she freely entered with him into an inti- 
macy of correspondence, during which nothing 
could have added to their mut^al felicity, which 
was the more poignant and refined, from the 
mysterious and romantic manner of their enjoy- 
ing it ; for though he publicly visited her as an 
acquaintance, his behaviour on these occasions 
was always so distant, respectful, and reserved; 
that the rest of the company could not possibly 
suspect the nature of their reciprocal attachment ; 
in consequence of which, they used to have pri- 
vate interviews, unknown to every soul upon 
earth except her maid, who was necessarily in- 
trusted with the secret. 

"In this manner they enjoyed the conversation 
of each other for about twelve months, without 
the least interruption ; and though the stability 

of Mr. M *s fortune entirely depended upon 

their marriage, yet, as he perceived his mistress 
so averse to it, he never urged it with vehemence, 
nor was at all anxious on that score : being easily 
induced to defer a ceremony, which, as he then 
thought, could in no shape have added to their 
satisfaction, though he has since altered his senti- 
ments. Be that as it will, his indulgent mistress, 
in order to set his mind at ease in that particular, 
and in full confidence of his honour, insisted on 
his accepting a deed of gift of her whole fortune, 
in consideration of their intended marriage ; and, 
after some difficulty, he was prevailed upon to 
receive this proof of her esteem, well knowing 
that it would still be in his power to return the 
obligation. Though she had often entreated him 
to take upon himself the entire administration of 
her finances, and upon divers occasions pressed 
him to accept of large sums, he never once 
abused her generous disposition, or solicited her 
for money, except for some humane purpose, 



which she was always more ready to fulfil than 
he to propose. 

" In the coui-se of this correspondence he 
became acquainted with some of her female 
relations; and, among the rest, with a young 
lady so eminently adorned with all the qualifica- 
tions of mind and person, that, notwithstanding 
all his philosophy and caution, he could not 
behold and converse with her without being 
deeply smitten with her channs. He did all in 
his power to discourage this dangerous invasion 
in the beginning, and to conceal the least symp- 
tom of it from her relation; he summoned all 
his reflection to his aid ; and, thinking it would 
be base and dishonest to cherish any sentiment 
repugnant to the affection which he owed to a 
mistress who had placed such unlimited con- 
fidence in him, he attempted to stifle the infant 
flame, by avoiding the amiable inspirer of it. 
But the passion had taken too deep a root in his 
heart to be so easily extirpated ; his absence from 
the dear object increased the impatience of his 
love : the intestine conflict between that and 
gratitude deprived him of his rest and appetite. 
He was in a short time emaciated by continual 
watching, anxiety, and want of nourishment ; 
and so much altered from his usual cheerfulness, 
that his mistress, being surprised and alarmed at 
the change which, from the symptoms, she judged 
was owing to some uneasiness of mind, took all 
imaginable pains to discover tlie cause. In all 
probability it did not escape her penetration ; for 
she more than once asked if he was in love with 
her cousin ; protesting that, far from being an 
obstacle to his happmess, she Would* in that case 
be an advocate for his passion. However, this 
declaration was never made without manifest 
signs of anxiety and uneasiness, which made such 

an impression upon the heart of M , that he 

resolved to sacrifice his happiness, and even his 
life, rather than take any step which might be 
construed into an injury or insult to a person 
who had treated him with such generosity and 
goodness. 

** In consequence of this resolution, he formed 
another, which was to go abroad, under pretence 
of recovering his health, but in reality to avoid 
the temptation, as well as the suspicion, of being 
inconstant ; and in this design he was confirmed 
by his physician, who actually thought him in 
the first stage of a consumption, and therefore 
advised him to repair to the south of France. 
He communicated his design, with the doctor's 
opinion, to the lady, who agreed to it with much 
less difhculty than he found in conquering his 
own reluctance at parting with the dear object of 
his love. The consent of his generous mistress 
being obtained, he waited upon her with the 
instrument whereby she had made the convey- 
ance of her fortune to him ; and, all his remon- 
strances being insufficient to persuade her to take 
it back, he cancelled it in her presence, and 
placed it in that state upon her toilet, while she 
was dressing ; whereupon she shed a torrent of 
tears, saying she now plainly perceived that he 
wanted to tear himself from her, and that his 
affections were settled upon another. He was 
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sensibly af&cted by this proof of her concern ; 
and endeavoured to curb the perturbation of her 
mind, by vowing eternal -fidelity, and pressing 
her to accept of his hand in due form before his 
departure. By these means her transports were 
quieted for the present, and the marriage deferred 
for the same prudential reasons which had hitherto 
prevented it. 

''Matters being thus compromised, and the 
day fixed for liis departure, she, together with 
her faithful maid, one morning visited him for 
the fii'st time at his own lodgings : and, afler 
breakfast, desiring to speak with him in private, 
he conducted her into another room, where, 
assuming an unusual gravity of aspect, *My dear 

M ,* said she, *you are now going to leave 

me, and God alone knows if ever we shall meet 
again ; therefore, if you really love me with that 
tenderness which you profess, you will accept of 
this mark of my friendship and unalterable affec- 
tion : it will at least be a provision for your 
journey ; and if any accident should befall me, 
before I have the happiness of receiving you 
again into my arms, I shall have the satisfaction 
of knowing that you are not altogether without 
resource.* So saying, she put an embroidered 
pocket-book into his hand. He expressed the 
high sense he had of her generosity and affection 
in the most pathetic terms, and begged leave to 
suspend his acceptance, imtil he should know 
the contents of her present, which was so extra- 
ordinary, that he absolutely refused to receive 
it : he was, however, by her repeated entreaties, 
in a manner compelled to receive about one half, 
and she afterwards insisted upon his taking a 
reinforcement of a considerable sum for the ex- 
pense of his journey. 

"Having stayed with her ten days beyond the 
time he had fixed for his departure, and settled 
the method of their correspondence, he took his 
leave with a heart full of sorrow, anxiety, and 
distraction, produced from the different sugges- 
tions of his duty and love. Pie then set out for 
France, and, after a short stay at Paris, pro- 
ceeded to Aix in Provence, and from thence to 
Marseilles, at which two places he continued for 
some months ; but nothing he met Avith being 
able to dissipate those melancholy ideas which 
still preyed upon his imagination, and affected 
his spirits, he endeavoured to elude them with a 
succession of new objects ; and, with that view, 
persuaded a counsellor of the parliament of Aix, 
a man of great worth, learning, and good-humour, 
to accompany him in making a tour of those 
parts of France which he had not yet seen. On 
their return from this excursion, they found at 
Aix an Italian abbe, a person of character, and 
great knowledge of men and books, who, having 
travelled all over Germany and France, was so 
far on. his return to his own country. 

** M having, by means of his friend the 

counsellor, contracted an acquaintance with this 
gentleman, and bein^ desirous of seeing some 
parts of Italy, particularly the carnival at Venice, 
they set out together from Marseilles, in a tartan, 
for Genoa, coasting it all the Avay, and lying on 
shore evejy night. Having shown him what 



was most remarkable in this city, his friend the 
abl>^ was so obliging, as to conduct him through 
Tuscany, and the most remarkable cities in 

Lombardy, to Venice, where M insisted 

upon defraying the expense of the whole tour, in 
consideration of the abba's complaisance, which 
had been of infinite service to him in the course 
of this expedition. Having remained five weeks 
at Venice, he was preparing to set out for Rome 
with some English gentlemen whom he had met 
by accident, when he was all of a sudden obliged 
to change his resolution by some disagreeable 
letters which he had received from London. 
He had, from his first departure, corresponded 
with his generous though inconstant mistress 
with a religious exactness and punctuality ; nor 
was she, for some time, less observant of the 
agreement they had made. Nevertheless she,' 
by degrees, became so negligent and cold in her 
expression, and so slack in her correspondence, 
that he could not help observing and upbraiding , 
her with such indifference ; and her endeavoui-s ' 
to palliate it were supported by pretexts so frivol- 
ous, as to be easily seen through by a lover of 
very little discernment. 

"While he tortured himself with conjectures 
about the cause of this unexpected change, he 
received such intelligence from England, as, 
when joined with what he himself had perceived 
by her manner of writing, left him little or no 
room to doubt of her fickleness and inconstancy. 
Nevertheless, as he knew by experience that 
informations of that kind are not to be entirely 
relied npon, he resolved to be more certainly 
apprised : and, for that end, departed immedi* 
ately for London, by the way of Tyrol, Bavaria, 
Alsace, and Paris. On his arrival in England, 
he learned, with infinite concem, that his intelli* 
gence had not been at all exaggerated ; and his 
sorrow was inexpressible, to find a person, en- 
dowed with so many other noble and amiable 
qualities, seduced into an indiscretion, that of 
necessity ruined the whole plan which had been 
concerted between them for their mutual happi- 
ness. She made several attempts, by letters and 
interviews, to palliate lier conduct, and soften 
him into a reconciliation ; but his honour being 
concerned, he remained deaf to all her entreaties 
and proposals. Nevertheless, I have often heard 
him say, that he could not help loving her, and 
revering the memory of a pei-son to whose 
generosity and goodness he owed his fortune, 
and one whose foibles were overbalanced by a 
thousand good qualities. He often insisted on 
making restitution ; but far from complying with 
that proposal, she afterwards often endeavoured 
to lay him under yet greater obligations of the 
same kind, and importuned him, with the warmest 
solicitations, to renew their former correspond- 
ence, which he as often declined. ' 

**M took this instance of the inconstancy 

of the sex so much to heart, that he had almost 
resolved, for the future, to keep clear of all en- 
gagements for life, and returned to Paris in order 
to dissipate his anxiety, where he hired an apart- 
ment in one of the academies, in the exercises 
whereof he. took singular delight. During his 
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residence at this place, he had the good fortune 
to ingratiate himself with a graat general, a 
: descendant of one of the most ancient and illas- 
tiious £imiiies in France: havutg attracted his 
notice by some remarks be had written on Fo- 
lard's Polybius, which -were ajocrdentaliy shown 
to that great man by one of bis -sides-de-camp, 

who was a particular friend of M . The 

favour he had thus acquired was stuengthened by 
his assiduities and attention. Upon his return 
to London he sent some of Handel!s newest 
compositions to the prince, who was particularly 
fond of that gentleman's productions ; together 
with Clark's edition of Caesar ; and in the spHng 
of the same year, before the French army took 
the field, lie was honoured with a most obliging 
letter from the prince, inviting him to come over, 
if he wanted to see the operations of the cam- 
paign, and desiring he would give himself no 
trouble about his equipage. 

'*M , having still some remains of a mili- 
tary disposition, and conceiving this to be a more 
favourable opportunity than any he should ever 
meet with again, readily embraced the offer, and 
sacrificed tlie soft delights of love, which at that 
time he enjoyed without control, to an eager, 
laborious, and dangerous curiosity. In that and 
the following campaign, during whith he was 
present at the siege of Philipsburgh, and several 
other actions, he enlarged his acquaintance among 
the French officers, especially those of the graver 
sort, who had a taste for books and literature ; 
and the friendship and interest of those gentlemen 
were afterwards of singular service to him, though 
in an affair altogether foreign from their profession. 
He had all along made diligent inquiry into the 
trade and manufactures of the countries through 
which he had occasion to travel, more particularly 
those of Holland, England, and France ; and as 
he was well acquainted with the revenue and 
farms of this last kingdom, he saw with concern 
the great disadvantages under which our tobacco- 
trade, the most considerable branch of our com- 
merce with that people, was carried on; what 
inconsiderable returns were made to the planters, 
out of the low price given by the French company; 
and how much it was in the power of that company 

to reduce it still lower. M had formed a 

scheme to remedy this evil, so far as it related to 
the national loss or gain, by not permitting the 
duty of one penny in the pound, old subsidy, to 
be drawn back, on tobacco, re-exported. He 
demonstrated to the ministry of that time, that so 
inconsiderable a duty could not in the least dimin- 
ish the demand from abroad, which was the only 
circumstance to be apprehended, and that the 
yeariy produce of that revenue would amount to 
one hundred and twenty thousand pounds, with- 
out one shilling additional expense to the public : 
but the ministry having the excise scheme then in 
contemplation, could think of no other till that 
should be tried ; and that project having mis- 
carried, he renewed his application, when they 
approved of his scheme in every particular, but 
discovered a surprising backwardness to carry it 
into execution. 
-- ** His e3q>ectatious in this quarter being disap- 



pointed, he, by the interposition of his friends, 
presented a plan to the French company, in which 
he set forth the advantages that would accrue to 
themselves, from fixing the price, and securing 
that sort of tobacco which best suited the taste 
of the public and their manufacture ; and finally 
propbsed to furnish them with any quantity, at 
tlie price ^'hich they paid in the port of London. 
After some dispute, they agreed to his proposal,, 
and contracted with him for fifteen thousancl 
hogsheads a year, for which they obliged them- 
selves to pay ready money, on its arrival in any 
one or more convenient ports in the south or 
western coasts of Great Britain, that he should 

please to fix upon for that purpose. M no 

sooner obtained this contract, tban he immedi- 
ately set out for America, in ordei- to put it in 
execution ; and, by way of companion, carried 
with him a little French abbe, a man of humour, 
wit, and learning, with whom he had been long 
acquainted, and for whom he had done many 
good offices. 

" On his arrival in Virginia, which opportunely 
happened at a time when all the gentlemen were 
assembled in the capital of that province, he pub- 
lished a memorial, representing the disadvantages 
under which their trade was carried on, the true 
method of redressing their own grievances in 
that respect, and proposing to contract with them 
for the yearly quantity of fifteen thousand hogs- 
heads of such tobacco as was fit for the French 
market, at the price which he demonstrated to be 
considerably greater than that which they had 
formerly received. This remonstrance met with 
all the success and encouragement he could ex-^ 
pect ; the principal planters, seeing their own in- 
terest concerned, readily assented to the proposal, 
which, through tlieir influence, was also relished 
by the rest; and the only difficulty that remained,, 
related to the security for the payment of the bills 
on the arrival of the tobacco in England, and to- 
the time stipulated for the continuance of the 
contract. 
. "In order to remove these objections Mr. 

M' returned to Europe, and found the Frendi 

company of fiirmers disposed to agree to every- 
thing he. desired for facilitating the execution of 
the contract, and perfectly well pleased with the 
sample whidi he had already sent; but his good 
friend the abbe, whom he had left behind him in 
America, by an unparalleled piece of treachery, 
found means to overturn the whole project. He 
secretly wrote a memorial to the company, im- 
porting that he found by experience M could 

afford to furnish them at a much lower price than 
that which they had agreed to give ; and that, by 
being in possession of the contract for five years, 
as was intended according to the proposal, he 
would have the company so much in his power 
that they must afterwards submit to any price he 
should please to impose ; and that if tliey thought 
him worthy of such a trust, he would undertaJce 
to furnish them at an easy rate, in conjunction 
Tivith sonie of the leading men in Virginia and 
Maryland, with whom, he said, he had already 
concerted measures for that purpose. 

'' Tiie company w^ere so much alarmed at these 
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insinuations that they declined complying with 

Mr. M 's demands until the abbe's return, 

and though they afterwards used all their en- 
deavours to persuade him to be concerned with 
that little traitor in his undertaking, by which he 
might still have been a very considerable gainer, 
he resisted all their solicitations, and plainly told 
them, in the abbe's presence, that he would 
never prostitute his own principles so far as to 
enter into engagements of any kmd with a person 
of his character, much less in a scheme thut had 
a manifest tendency to lower the market-price of 
tobacco in England. 

I "Thus ended a project the most extensive, 
simple, and easy, and, as appeared by the trial 
made, the best calculated to raise an immense 
fortune, of any that was ever undertaken or 
planned by a private person ; a project in the 

execution of which M had the good of the 

public, and the glory of putting in a flourishing 
condition the valuable branch of our trade, which 
gives employment to two great provinces, and 
above two hundred sail of ships, much more at 
heart than his own jjrivate interest. It was 
reasonable to expect that a man whose debts 

M had paid more than once, whom he had 

obliged in many other respects, and whom he had 
carried with him, at a very considerable expense, 
on this expedition, merely with a view of 
bettering his fortune, would have acted with 
common honesty, if not with gratitude ; but such 
was the depravity of this little monster's heart, 
that, on his death-bed, he left a considerable for- 
tune to mere strangers, with whom he had little 
or no connection, without the least thought of 

refunding the money advanced for him by M 

in order to prevent his rotting in a jail. 

** When M had once obtained a command 

of money, he, by his knowledge in several 
branches of trade^ as well as by the assistance of 
some intelligent friends at Paris and London, 
found means to employ it to very good purpose ; 
and, had he been a man of that sellsh disposition 
which too much prevails in the world, he might 
have been at this day master of a very ample for- 
tune : but his ear was never deaf to the voice of 
distress, nor his beneficent heart shut against 
the calamities of his fellow-creatures. He was 
even ingenious in contriving the most delicate 
methods of relieving modest indigence, and, by 
his industrious benevolence, often anticipated the 
requests of misery. 

" I could relate a number of examples to illus- 
trate my assertions, in some of which you would 
perceive the most disinterested generosity; but such 
a detail would trespass too much upon your time, 
and I do not pretend to dwell upon every minute 
circumstance of his conduct Let it suffice to 
say, that upon the declaration of war with Spain, 
he gave up all his commercial schemes, and called 
in his money from all quarters, with a view of 
sitting down for the rest of his life contented widi 
what he had got, and restraining his liberalities 
to what he could spare from his yearly income. 
This was a very prudential resolution, could he 
have kept it ; but upon the breaking out of the 
war he could not, without concern, see many 



gentlemen of merit who had been recommended 
to him disappointed of commissions, merely for 
want of money to satisfy the expectations of the 
commission-brokers of that time, and therefore 
launched out considerable sums for them on their 
bare notes, great part whereof was lost by the 
death of some in the unfortunate expedition to 
the West Indies. He at length, after many other 
actions of the like nature, from motives of pure 
humanity, love of justice, and abhorrence of op- 
pression, embarkea in a cause every way the most 
important that ever came under tlie discussion of 
the courts of law in these kingdoms, whether it 
be considered in relation to the extraordinary 
nature of the case, or the immense property of 
no less than fifty thousand pounds a year, and 
three peerages, that depend^ upon it. 

''In the year 1740, the brave admiral who at 
that time commanded his majesty's fleet in the 
West Indies, among the other transactions of his 
squadron transmitted to the duke of Newcastle, 
mentioned a young man, who, though in the 
capacity of a common sailor on board one of the 
ships under his command, laid claim to the estate 
ana titles of the earl of A , These preten- 
sions were no sooner communicated in the public 
papers than they became the subject of conver- 
sation in all companies ; and the person whom 
they chiefly affected, being alarmed at the ap- 
pearance of a competitor, though at such distance, 
began to put himself in motion, and take all the 
precautions which he thought necessary to defeat 
the endeavour of the young upstart. Indeed, the 

early intelligence he received of Mr. A 's 

making himself known in the West Indies 
furnished him with numberless advantages over 
that unhappy young gentleman; for, being in 
possession of a plentiful fortune, and lord of 
many manors in the neighbourhood of the very 
place where the claimant was bom, he knew all 
the witnesses who could give the most material 
evidence of hb legitimacy ; and, if his property 
did not restrain him, had, by his power and 
influence, sufficient opportunity and means of 
applying to the passions and interests of the wit- 
nesses, to silence many, and gain over others to 
his side ; while his competitor, by an absence of 
fifteen or sixteen years from hfs native country, 
the want of education and frieiais, together with 
his present helpless situation, was rendered abso- 
lutely incapable of taking any step for his own 
advantage ; and although his worthy uncle's con* 
spicuous virtue and religious regard for justice 
and truth might possibly be an unconquerable 
restraint to his taking any undue advantages, yet 
the consciences of that huge army of emissaries 
he kept in pay were not altogether so very tender 
and scrupulous. This much, however, may be 
said, without derogation from, or impeachment 
of, the noble earl's nice virtue and honour, that 
he took care to compromise all differences with 
the other branches of the family whose interests 
were in this affair connected with his own, by 
sharing the estate with them, and also retained 
most of the eminent counsel within the bar of 
both kingdoms against this formidable bastard, 
before any suit was instituted by him« 
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** While he was thus intrenching himself 
against the attack of a poor, forlorn youth, at 
the distance of fifteen hundred leagues, continu* 
ally exposed to the dangers of the sea, the war, 
and an unhealthy climate, Mr. M — ^, in the 
common course of conversation, chanced to ask 
some questions relating to this romantic pre- 
tender, of one H-"— , who was at that time the 

present Lord A 's chief agent. This man, 

when pressed, could not help owning that the 

late Lord A actually left a son, who had 

been spirited away into America soon after his 
Other's death ; but said he did not know whether 
this was the same person. This information 
could not fail to make an impression on the 

humanity of Mr, M , who, being acquainted 

with the genius of the wicked party who had 
possessed themselves of this unhappy young 
man's estate and honours, expressed no small 
anxiety and apprehension lest they should take 
him off by some means or other ; and even then 
seemed disposed to contribute towards the sup- 
port of the friendless orphan, and to inquire more 
circumstantially into the nature of his claim. In 
the mean time his occasions called him to France, 
and during his absence Mr. A ■ - arrived in 
London in the month of October, 174X." 

Here the clergyman was interrupted by Pere- 
grine, who said there was something so extra- 
ordinary, not to call it improbable, in the account 
he had heard of the young gentleman's being 
sent into exile, that he would look upon himself 
as infinitely obliged to the doctor, if he would 
favour him with a true representation of that 
transaction, as well as of the manner in which 
he arrived and was known at the island of 
Jamaica. 

The parson, in compliance with our hero's 
request, taking up the story from the beginning, 

"Mr. A ,''saidhe, "is the son of Arthur, 

late lord baron of A , by his wife Mary S , 

natural daughter to John duke of B and 

N , whom he publicly married on the 21st 

day of July, 1706, contrary to the inclination of 
his mother and all his other relations, particularly 
of Arthur late earl of A ^ who bore an im- 
placable enmity to the duke her father, and, for 
that reason, did all that lay in his power to 
traverse the marriage ; but finding his endeavours 
ineffectual, he was so much offended, that he 
would never be perfectly reconciled to Lord 

A , though he was his presumptive heir. 

After their nuptials, they cohabited together in 
England for the space of two years, during which 
she miscarried more than once ; and he, being a 
man of levity, and an extravagant disposition, 
not only squandered away all that he had re- 
ceived of his wife's fortune, but also contracted 
many considerable debts, which obliged him to 
make a precipitate retreat into Ireland, leaving 
his lady behind him in the house with his mother 
and sister, who, having also been averse to the 
match, had always looked upon her with eyes of 
disgust. 

" It was not likely that harmony should long 

subsist in this family, especially as Lady A 

was a woman of a lofty spirit, who could not 



tamely bear insults and ill usage from persons, 
who, she had reason to believe, were her enemies 
at heart. Accordingly, a misunderstanding soon 
happened among them, which was fomented by 
the malice of one of her sisters-in-law: divers 
scandalous reports of her misconduct, to which 
the empty pretensions of a vain, wretched cox- 
comb, who was made use of as an infamous tool 
for that purpose, gave a colourable pretext, were 
tnimped up, and transmitted, with many &lse 
and aggravating circumstances, to her husband 
in Ireland; who, being a giddy, unthinking 
man, was so much incensed at these insinuations, 
that, in the first transports of his passion, he 
sent to his mother a power of attorney, that she 
might sue for a divorce in his behalf. A libel 
was thereupon exhibited, containing many scan- 
dalous allegations, void of any real foundation 
in truth ; but, being unsupported by any manner 
of proof, it was at length dismissed, with costs, 
after it had depended upwards of two years. 

"Lord A ^ finding himself abused by the 

misrepresentations of his mother and sister, dis- 
covered an inclination to be reconciled to his 
lady ; in consequence of which she was sent 
over to Dublin by her father, to the care of a 
gentleman in that city ; in whose house she was 
received by her husband, with all the demon- 
strations of love and esteem. From thence he 
conducted her to his lod^ines, and then to his 
country-house, where she nad the misfortune to 
suffer a miscarriage, through fear and resentment 
of my lord's behaviour, which was often brutal 
and indecent. From the country they removed 
to Dublin, about the latter end of July, or be- 
ginning of August, 1 7 14, where they had not 
long continued, when her ladyship was known 
to be again with child. 

" Lord A— — , he and his issue being next in 
remainder to the honours and estate of Arthur 

earl of A , was extremely solicitous to have 

a son ; and, warned by the frequent miscarriages 
of his lady, resolved to curb the natural im« 
patience and rusticity of his disposition, that she 
might not, as formerly, suffer by his outrageous 
conduct. He accordingly cherished her with 
uncommon tenderness and care ; and her preg-> 
nancy being pretty far advanced, conducted her 
to his country-seat, where she was delivered of 

Mr. A ^ about the latter end of April or 

beginning of May; for none of the witnesses 
have been able, at this distance, with absolute 
certainty, to fix the precise time of his birth, and 
there was no register kept in the parish : as an 
additional misfortune, no gentleman of fashion 
lived in that parish ; nor did those, who lived at 
any considerable distance, care to cultivate an 
acquaintance with a man of Lord A— 's,strange 
conduct. 

"Be that as it will, the occasion was cele« 
brated by his lordship's tenants and dependents 
upon the spot, and in the neighbouring town of 

New-R , by bonfires, illummations, and other 

rejoicings ; which have made such an impression 
upon the minds of the people, that, in the place 
where they happened, and the contiguous parishes, 
several hundi'cd persons have already declared 

T 
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their knowledge and remembrance of this event, 
in spite of the great power of the tlaimant*s 
adversary in that quarter, and th^ great pains 
and indirect methods taken by his numbcriess 
agents and emissaries, as well as by those who 
are interested with him, in the event of the suit, 
to corrupt and suppress the evidence. 



*«LordA- 



after the birth of his son, who 



was sent to nurse in the neighbourhood, accord 
ing to the custom of the country, where people 
of the highest distinction put their children out 
to nurse into farm-houses and cabins, lived in 
harmony with his lady for the space of two 
years : but having, by his folly and extravagance, 
reduced himself to great difiiculftes, he demanded 
the remainder of her fortune from her father, the 

duke of B ^ who absolutely refused to part 

with a shilling until a proper settlement should 
be made on his daughter, which by that time he 
had put out of his own power to make, by his 
folly and extravagance. 

** As her ladyship, by her endeavours to reform 
the economy of her house, had incurred the dis- 
pleasure of some idle, profligate fellows, who 
had fastened themselves upon her husband, and 
helped to consume his substance, they seized 
this opportunity of the duke's refusal ; and, in 
order to be revenged upon the innocent lady, 

persuaded Lord A , that the only means of 

extracting money from his grace would be to 
turn her away, on pretence of infidelity to his 
bed, for which they hinted there was but too 
much foundation. At their suggestions, a most 
infamous plan was projected, in the execution of 

which, one P , a poor, unbred, simple, 

country booby, whom they had decoyed into a 
snare, lost one.of his ears ; and the injured lady 

retired that same day to New-R , where she 

continued several years. She did not, however, 
leave the house, without struggling hard to carry 
lier child along with her ; but, far from enjoying 
such indulgence, strict orders were given- that 
the boy should not, for the fliture, ht brought 
within her sight. This base, inhuman treatment, 
instead of answering the end proposed, produced 

such a contrary effect, that the duke of B , by 

a codicil to his will, in which he reflects upon 

Lord A 's evil temper, directed his executors 

to pay to his daughter an annuity of one hundred 
pounds, while her lord and she should continue 
to live separate ; and this allowance was to cease 
on Lord A *s death. 

" While she remained in this solitary situation, 
the child was universally known and received as 
the legitimate son and heir of her lord, whose 
affection for the boy was so conspicuous, that, in 
the midst of his own necessities, he never failed 
to maintain him in the dress and equipage of a 
young nobleman. In the course of his infancy, 
his father having often changed his place of re- 
sidence, the child was put under the instructions 
of a gi*eat many different schoolmasters, so that 
he was perfectly well known in a great many 
different parts of the kingdom ; and his mother 
seized all opportunities, which were but rare, on 
account of his father's orders to the contrary, of 
seeing and giving him proofs of her maternal 



tenderness, until she set out fi)r Ehglaiid, after 
having been long in a declining state of health, 
by a paralylical disorder ; apon the eoRseqn«ice 
of which such dependence was placed by her 
inconsiderate husband, who was by this f ime re« 
duced to extreme poverty, that he itcfnally married 
a woman whom he bad long kept as a mistress. 
This creature no sooner tmderstood that Lady 
A—— had departed from Ireland, than she openly- 
avowed her marriage, and went about publicly 
with Lord A — — , visiting his acquaintances in 
the character of his wife. 

" From this era may be dated the banning of 

Mr. A *s misfortunes. This artful woman, 

who had formerly treated the child with an a{>- 
pearance of fondness, in order to ingratiate her- 
self with the father, now looking upon herself as 
sufficiently established in the family, thought it 
was high time to alter her behaviour with regard 
to the unfortunate boy; and accordingly, for 
obvious reasons, employed a thousand artifices to 
alienate the heart of the weak fether from his 
unhappy offspring : yet, notwithstanding all her 
insinuations, nature still maintained her influence 
in his heart ; and though she often found means 
to irritate him by artful and malicious accusations, 
his resentment never extended feirther than fatherly 
correction. She would have found it impossible 
to accomplish his ruin, had not her efforts been 
reinforced by a new auxiliary, who was no other 
than his uncle, the present usurper of his title 
and estate ; yet even this confederacy was over- 
awed, in some measure, by the fear of alarming 
the unfortunate mother, until her distemper in- 
creased to a most deplorable degree of the dead 
palsy, and the death of her father had reduced 
her to a most forlorn and abject state of distress. 
Then they ventured upon the execution of their 
projects J and, though their aims were widely 
different, concurred in their endeavours to remove 
the hapless boy, as the common obstacle to both. 

•* Lord A , who, as I have already observed, 

was a man of weak intellects, and utterly void of 
any fixed principle of action, being by this time 
reduced to such a pitch of misery, that he was 
often obliged to pawn his wearing apparel, in 
order to procure the common necessaries of life ; 
and having no other fund remaining with which 
he could relieve his present necessities, except a 

sale of the reversion of the A estate, to which 

the nonage of his son was an effectual bar, was 
advised, by his virtuous brother, and the rest of 
his counsellors, to surmount this difficulty by 
secreting his son, and spreading a report of his 
death. This honest project he the more readily 
embraced, because he knew that no act of his 
could frustrate the child's succession : accordingly, 
the boy was removed from the school at which 

he was then boarded, to the house of one K , 

an agent and accomplice of the present earl of 

A , where he was kept for several months 

closely confined ; and, in the mean time, it was 
industriously reported that he was dead . 

**This previous measure being taken. Lord 
A — — published advertisements ra the gazettes, 

offering reversions of the A estate to sale ; 

and emissaries of various kinds were employed 
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to inveigle such as were ignorant of the nature of 
the settlement of these estates, or strangers to the 
affairs of his family. Some people, imposed upon 
by the report of the child's death, were drawn 
in to purchase, thinking themselves safe in the 
concurrence of his lordship's brother, upon pre- 
sumption that he was next in remainder to the 
succession ; others, tempted by the smallness of 
the price, which rarely exceeded half a year's 
purchase, as appears by many deeds, though they 
doubted the truth of the hoy*s being dead, ran 
small risks on the contingency of his dying before 
he should be of age, or m the hope of his being 
prevailed upon to confirm the grants of his father ; 
and many more were treating with him on the 
same notions, when their transactions were sud- 
denly interrupted, and the scheme of raising more 
money, for the present, defeated, hj the un- 
expected appearance of the boy, who, being 
naturally sprightly and impatient of restraint, had 
found means to break from his confinement, and 
wandered up and down the streets of Dublin, 
avoiding his father*s house, and choosing to en- 
counter all sorts of distress, rather than subject 
himself again to the cruelty and malice of the 
woman who supplied his mother's place. Thus 
debarred his father's protection, and destitute of 
any fixed habitation, he herded with all the loose, 
idle, and disorderly youths in Dublin, skulking 
chiefly about the college, several members and 
students of which, taking pity on his misfortunes, 
supplied him at different times with clothes and 
money. In this unsettled and uncomfortable way 
of life did he remain from the year 1725 to 
the latter end of November, 1727 ; at which time 
his father died so miserably poor, that he was 
actually buried at the public expense. 

** This unfortunate nobleman was no sooner 
dead, than his brother Richard, now earl of 

A , taking advantage of the nonage and 

helpless situation of his nephew, seized upon all 
the papers of the defunct, and afterwards usurped 

the title of Lord A ^ to the surprise of the 

servants, and others, who were acquainted with 
the affairs of the family. This usurpation, bold 
as it was, produced no other effect than that of 
his being insulted by the populace as he went 
through the streets, and the refusal of the king- 
at-arms to enrol the certificate of his brothers 
having died without issue. The first of these 
inconveniences he bore without any sense of 
shame, though not without repining, conscious 
that it would gradually vanish with the novelty 
of his invasion ; and as to the last, he conquered 
it by means well known and obvious. 

" Nor will it seem strange that he should thus 
invade the rights of an orphan with impunity, if 

people will consider that the late Lord A 

had not only squandered away his fortune with 
the most ridiculous extravagance, but also asso- 
ciated himself with low company; so that he 
was little known, and less regarded, by persons 
of any rank and figure in life ; and his child, of 
consequence, debarred of the advantages which 
m^ht have accrued from valuable connexions ; 
and though it was universally known that Lady 
A ■ had a son in Ireland, such was the ob- 



scurity in which the father had lived during the 
last years of his life, that fbw of the nobility 
could be supposed to be acquainted with the 
particular circumstances of a transaction in which 
they had no concern, and which had happened 
at the distance of twelve years before the date of 
this usurpation. Moreover, as their first informa- 
tion was no other than common fame, the public 
clamour, occasioned by the separation, might in- 
spire such as were strangers to the family affairs 
with a mistaken notion of the child's having been 
bom about or after the time of that event. The 
hurry and bustle occasioned by the arrival of the 
lord -lieutenant, about this period, the reports 
industriously propagated of the claimant's death) 
the obscurity and concealment in which the boy 
was obliged to live, in order to elude the wicked 
attempts of his uncle, might also contribute to 
his peaceable enjoyment of an empty title ; and, 
lastly. Lord Chancellor W— — , whose immediate 
province it was to issue writs for parliament, was 
an utter stranger in Ireland, unacquainted with 
the descents of families, and consequently did 
not examine further than the certificate enrolled 
in the books of the king-at-arms. Over and 
above these circumstances, which naturally ac- 
count for the success of the imposture, it may be 
observed, that the hapless youth had not one 
relation alive, on the side of his fether, whose 
interest it was not to forward or connive at his 
destruction : that his grandfather, the duke of 

B , was dead ; and that his mother was then 

in England, in a forlorn, destitute, dying con- 
dition, secreted from the world, and even from 

her own relations, by her woman, Mary H , 

who had a particular interest to secrete her ; 
and altogether dependent upon a miserable and 

precarious alloAvance from the duchess of B ^ 

to whose caprice she was, moreover, a most 
wretched slave. 

** Notwithstanding these concurring circum- 
stances in favour of the usurper, he did not 
think himself secure while the orphan had any 
chance of finding a friend who would undertake 
his cause, and therefore laid a plan for his being 
kidnapped, and sent to America as a slave. His 
coadjutor in this inhuman scheme was a person 
who carried on the trade of transporting servants 
to our plantations, and was deeply interested on 
this occasion, having, for a mere trifle, purchased 
of the late Lord A the reversion of a con- 
siderable part of the A estate ; which shame- 
ful bargain was confirmed by the brother,. but 
could never take place unless the boy could be 
effectually removea. 

" Everything being settled with this auxiliary, 
several ruffians were employed in search of the 
unhappy victim ; and the first attempt that was 
made upon him, in which his uncle personally 
assisted, happening near one of the great markets 
of the city of Dublin, an honest butcher, with 
the assistance of his neio;hbours, rescued him by 
force firom their cruel hands. This, however, 
was but a short respite ; for though, warned by 
this adventure, the boy seldom crept out of his 
lurking-places without the most cautious circum- 
spection, he was, in March, 1727, discovered by 
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the diligence of his persecutors, and forcibly 
dragged on board of a ship bound for Newcastle, 
on Delaware river in America, where he was 
sold as a slave, and kept to hard labour, much 
above his age or strength, for the space of 
thirteen years, during which he was transferred 
from one person to another. 

" While he remained in this servile situation, 
he often mentioned, to those iu whom he thought 
such confidence might be placed, the circum- 
stances of his birth and title, together with the 
manner of his being exiled from his native 
country ; although, in this particular, he neg- 
lected a caution which he had received in his 
passage, importing that such a discovery would 
cost him his life. Meanwhile the usurper quietly 
enjoyed his right ; and to those who questioned 
him about his brother's son, constantly replied, 
that the boy had been dead for several years : 

and Arthur earl of A dying in April 1737, 

he, upon pretence of being next heir, succeeded 
to the honours and estate of that nobleman. 

"The term of the nephew's bondage, which 
had been lengthened out beyond the usual time, 
on account of his repeated attempts to escape, 
Ibeing expired in the year 1739, he hired himself 
as a common sailor in a trading vessel bound to 
Jamaica ; and there, being entered on board of 
one of his majesty's ships under the command of 
Admiral Vernon, openly declared his parentage 
and pretensions. This extraordinary claim, which 
made a great noise in the fleet, reaching the ears 

of one Lieutenant S , nearly related to the 

usurper's Irish wife, he believed the young gen- 
tleman to be an impostor ; and, thinking it was 
incumbent on him to discover the cheat, he went 
on board of the ship to which the claimant 
belonged ; and, having heard the account which 
he gave of himself, was, notwithstanding his 
prepossessions, convinced of the truth of what 
he alleged. On his return to his own ship, he 
chanced to mention this extraordinary affair upon 

the quarter-deck, in the hearing of Mr. B , 

one of the midshipmen, who had formerly been 
at school with Mr. A . This young gentle- 
man not only told the lieutenant that he had 

been schoolfellow with Lord A 's son, but 

also declared that he should know him again, if 
not greatly altered, as he still retained a perfect 
idea of his countenance. 

** Upon this intimation, the lieutenant proposed 
that the experiment should be tried, and went 
with the midshipman on board the ship that the 
claimant was in for that purpose. After all the 
sailors had been assembled upon deck, Mr. 

B ^ casting his eyes around, immediately 

distinguished Mr. A in the crowd; and, 

laying his hand on his shoulder, ' This is the 
man, said he ; affirming, at the same time, 
that, while he continued at school with him, the 
claimant was reputed and respected as Lord 

A 's son and heir, and maintained in all 

respects suitable to the dignity of his rank. 
Nay, he was in like manner recognized by seve- 
ral other persons in the fleet, who had known 
him in his infancy. 

** These things being reported to the admiral, 



he generously ordered him to be supplied with 
necessaries, and treated like a gentleman; and, 
in his next despatches, transmitted an account 
of the affair to the duke of Newcastle, among 
the other transactions of the fleet. 

** In September or October, 1741, Mr. A 

arrived in London ; and the first person to whom 
he applied for advice' and assistance was a man 

of the law, nearly related to the families of A 

and A ^ and well acquainted with the par- 
ticular affairs of each : who, far from treating 
him as a bastard and impostor, received him 
with civility and seeming kindness, asked him to 
eat, presented him with a piece of money, and, 
excusing himself from meddling in the affair, 
advised him to go to Ireland, as the most proper 
place for commencing a suit for the recovery of 
his light. 

** Before the young gentleman had an oppor- 
tunity, or indeed any inclination, to comply with 
this advice, he was accidentally met in the street 

by that same H , who, as I have mentioned, 

gave Mr. M the first insight into the affair. 

This man immediately knew the claimant, having 
been formerly an agent for his father, and after- 
wards a creature of his uncle, with whom he was, 
not without reason, suspected to be concerned in 
kidnapping and transporting his nephew. Be 
that as it will, his connections with the usurper 
were now broken off by a quarrel, in consequence 
.of which he had thrown up his agency ; and he 
invited the hapless stranger to his house, with a 
view of making all possible advantage of such a 
guest. 

** There he had not long remained, when his 
treacherous landlord, tampering with his inex- 
perience, effected a marriage between him and 
the daughter of one of his own friends, who 
lodged in his house at the same time : but after- 
wards seeing no person of consequence willing 
to espouse his cause, he looked upon him as 
an encumbrance, and wanted to rid his hands 
of him accordingly. He remembered that 

Mr. M had expressed himself with all the 

humanity of apprehension in favour of the un- 
fortunate young nobleman before his arrival in 
England ; and, being well acquainted with the 
generosity of his disposition, he no sooner under- 
stood that he had returned from France, than he 

waited upon him with an account of Mr. A 's 

being safely arrived. Mr. M was sincerely 

lejoiced to find that a pereon, who had been so 
cruelly injured, and undergone such a long-con- 
tinued scene of distress, was restored to a country 
where he was sure of obtaining justice, and where 
every good man, as he imagined, would make 
the cause his own : and being informed that the 
youth was in want of necessaries, he gave twenty 

guineas to H for his use, and promised to 

do him all the service in his power ; but had no 
intention to take upon himself the whole weight 
of such an important affair, or indeed to appear 
in the cause, until he should be fully and 
thoroughly satisfied that the claimant's preten- 
sions were well founded. 

" In the mean time, H insinuating that 

the young gentlieman was not safe in his present 
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lodging from the machinations of his enemies, 

M accommodated him with an apartment in 

his own house, where he was at great pains to 
remedy the defect in his education, by rendering 
him fit to appear as a gentleman in the world. 
Having received from him all the intelligence he 
could give relating to his own affair, he laid the 
case before counsel, and despatched a person to 
Ireland to make further inquiries upon the same 
subject ; who, on his first arrival in that kingdom, 
found the claimant's birth was as publicly known 
as any circumstances of that kind could possibly 
be at so great a distance of time. 

** The usurper and his friends gave all the 
interruption in their power to any researches 
concerning that affair, and had recourse to every 
art and expedient that could be invented to pre- 
vent its being brought to a legal discussion ; 
privilege, bills in Chancery, orders of courts 
surreptitiously and illegally obtained, and every 
other invention was made use of to bar and pre- 
vent a fair and honest trial by jury. The usurper 
himself and his agents, at tlie same time that 
they formed divers conspiracies against his life, 

in vain endeavoured to detach Mr. M from 

the orphan's cause by innumerable artifices, 
insinuating, cajoling, and misrepresenting, with 
surprising dexterity and perseverance. 

"His protector, far from being satisfied with 
their reasons, was not only deaf to their remon- 
strances, but believing him in danger from their 
repeated efforts, had him privately conveyed into 
the country, where an unhappy accident, which 
he has ever since sincerely regretted, furnished 
his adversary with a colourable pretext to cut him 
ofi' in the beginning of his career. 

" A man happening^ to lose his life by the acci- 
dental discharge of a piece that chanced to be in 
the young gentleman's hands, the account of this 
misfortune no sooner reached the ears of his uncle, 
than he expressed the most immoderate joy at 
having found so good a handle for destroying him 
under colour of law. He immediately constituted 
himself prosecutor; set his emissaries at work 
to secure a coroner's inquest suited to his cruel 
purposes ; set out for the place in person, to take 
care that the prisoner should not escape; insulted 
him in jail in the most inhuman manner ; em- 
ployed a whole army of attorneys and agents to 
spirit up and carry on a most virulent prosecu- 
tion ; practised all the unfair methods that could 
be invented in order that the unhappy gentleman 
should be transported to Newgate from the healthy 
prison to which he was at first committed ; en- 
deavoured to inveigle him into destructive confes- 
sions; and, not to mention other more infamous 
arts employed in the affair of evidence, attempted 
to surprise him upon his trial in the absence of 
his witnesses and counsel, contrary to a previous 
agreement with the prosecutor's own attorney ; 
nay, he even appeared in person upon the bench 
at the trial, in order to intimidate the evidence, 
and browbeat the unfortunate prisoner at the bar, 
and expended above a thousand pounds in that 
prosecution. In spite of all his wicked efforts, 
however, which were defeated by the spirit and 
indefatigable industry of Mr. M , the young 



gentleman was honourably acquitted, to the evi- 
dent satisfaction of all the impartial ; the mis- 
fortune, that gave a handle for that unnatund 
prosecution, appearing to a demonstration to 
have been a mere accident. 

** In a few months, his protector, who had now 
openly espoused his cause, taking with him two 
gentlemen to witness his transactions, conducted 
him to his native country, with a view to be better 
informed of the strength of his pretensions, than 
he could be by the intelligence he had hitherto 
received, or by the claimant's own dark and 
almost obliterated remembrance of the facts 
which were essential to be known. Upon their 
arrival in Dublin, application was made to those 

pei*sons whom Mr. A had named as his 

schoolmasters and companions, together with the 
servants and neighbours of his father. These, 
though examined separately, without having the 
least previous intimation of what the claimant 
had reported, agreed in their accounts with him, 
as well as with one another, and mentioned many 
other people as acquainted with the same facts, 

to whom Mr. M had recourse, and still met 

with the same unvaried information. By these 
means, he made such progress in his inquiries, 
that in less than two months, no fewer than one 
hundred persons from different quarters of the 
kingdom, either personally, or by letters, com- 
municated their knowledge of the claimant, in 
declarations consonant with one another, as well 
as with the accounts he gave of himself. Several 
servants, who had lived with his father, and been 
deceived with the story of his death, so industri- 
ously propagated by his uncle, no sooner lieard 
of his being in Dublin, than they came from 
different parts of the country to see him ; and 
though great pains were taken to deceive them, 
they, nevertheless, knew him at first sight ; some 
of them fell upon their knees to thank Heaven 
for his preservation, embraced his legs and shed 
tears of joy for his return. 

** Although the conduct of his adversary, par- 
ticularly in the above-mentioned prosecution, 
together with the evidence that already appeared, 
were sufficient to convince all mankind of the truth 

of the claimant's pretensions, Mr. M , in order 

to be farther satisfied, resolved to see how he 
would be received upon the spot where he was 
born ; justly concluding, that if he * was really 
an impostor, the bastard of a kitchen-wench, 
produced in a country entirely possessed by his 
enemy and his allies, he must be looked upon 
in that place with the utmost detestation and 
contempt. 

'* This his intention was no sooner known to 
the adverse party, than their agents and friends 
from all quarters repaired to that place with all 
possible despatch, and used all tneir influence 
widi the people, in remonstrances, threats, and 
all the other arts they could devise, not only to 
discountenance the claimant upon his arrival, but 
even to spirit up a mob to insult him. Notwith- 
standing these precautions, and the servile awe 
and subjection in which tenants are kept by their 
landlords in that part of the country, as soon as 
it was known tliat Mr. A approached the 
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town, the inhabitanU crowded out in great multi- 
tudes to receive and welcome him, and accom- 
panied him into town with acclamations and 
other expressions of joy, insomuch th^t the agents 
of his adversary durst not show their faces. The 
sovereign of the corporation, who was a particular 
creature and favourite of the usurper, and whose 
all depended upon the issue of the cause, was so 
, conscious of the stranger's right, and so much 
awed by the behaviour of the people, who knew 
that consciousness, that he did not think it safe 
even to preserve the appearance of neutrality 
upon this occasion, but actually held the stirrup 
while Mr. A dismounted from his horse. 

** This sense of conviction in the people mani- 
fested itself still more powerfully, when he returned 
to the same place in the ^ear 1744, about which 
time Lord A -, being informed of his resolu- 
tion, determined again to be beforehand with him, 
and set out in person with his agents and friends, 
some of whom were detached before him to pre- 
pare for his reception, and induced the people to 
meet him in a body, and accompany him to town, 
with such expressions of welcome as they had 
before bestowed on his nephew ; but, in spite of 
all their art and interest, he was suffered to pass 
through the streets in a mournful silence ; and 
though several barrels of beer were produced, to 
court the favour of the populace, they had no 
other effect than that of drawing their ridicule 
upon the donor ; whereas, when Mr. A— — , two 
days afterwards, appeared, all the inhabitants, 
with garlands, streamers, music, and other ensigns 
of joy, crowded out to meet him, and ushered 
him into town with such demonstrations of 
pleasure and good-will, that the noble peer found 
it convenient to hide himself from the resent- 
ment of his own tenants, the effects of which 
he must have severely felt, had not he been 
screened by the timely remonstrances of Mr. 
M-— , and the other gentleman who accom- 
panied his competitor. 

**Nor did his apprehension vanish with the 
transaction of this day ; the town was again in 
uproar on the Sunday following, when it was 

known that Mr. A intended to come thither 

from Dunmain to church ; they went out to meet 
him as before, and conducted him to the church- 
door with acclamations, which terrified his uncle 
to such a degree, that he fled with precipitation 
in a boat, and soon after entirely quitted the 
place. 

''It would be almost an endless task to enu- 
merate the particular steps that were taken by 
one side to promote, and by the other to delay, 
the trial. The young gentleman's adversaries, 
finding that they could not, by all the subterfuges 
and arts they had used, evade it, repeated at- 
tempts were made to assassinate him and his pro- 
tector, and every obstruction thrown in the way 
of his cause which craft could invent, villainy 
execute, and undue influence conHrm. But all 
these difficulties were surmounted by the vigil- 
ance, constancy, courage, and sagacity of M— — ; 
and at last the affair was brought to a very 
solemn trial at bar, which being continued, by 
several adjournments, from the eleventh to the 



twenty-fifth day of November, a verdkt ivas found 
for the claimant, by a jury of gentlemen, which, 
in point of reputation and property^ cannot be 
easily paralleled in the annals of that or any other 
country ; a jury that could by no means be sus- 
pected of prepossessions in favour of Mr. A ^ 

to whose person they were absolute strangers; 
especially if we consider that a gentleman in their 
neighbourhood, who was nephew to the foreman, 
and nearly related to some of the rest of their 
number, forfeited a considerable estate by their 
decision. 

"This verdict," said the parson, **gave the 
highest satisfaction to all impartial persons that 
were within reach of being duly informed of their 
proceedings, and of the different genius and con- 
duct of the parties engaged in the contest : but 
more especially to such as were in court, as I was, 
at the trial, and had an opportunity of observing 
the characters and behaviour of the persons who 
appeared there to give evidence. To such it was 
very apparent, that all the witnesses produced 
there on the part of the uncle, were either his 
tenants, dependents, pot-companions, or persons 
some way or other interested in the issue of the 
suit, and remarkable for a low kind of cunning ; 
that many of them were persons of profligate 
lives, who deserved no credit ; that, independent 
of the levity of their characters, those of them 
who went under the denomination of colonels, 

Colonel L alone excepted, who had nothing 

to say, and was only brought there in order to 
give credit to that party, made so ridiculous a 
figure, and gave so absurd, contradictory, and in- 
consistent an evidence, as no court or jury could 
give the least degree of credit to. On the other 
hand, it w^s observed, that the nephew and 

Mr. M y his chief manager, being absolute 

strangers in that country, and unacquainted with 
the chai'acters of the persons they had to deal 
with, were obliged to lay before the court and 
jury such evidence as came to their hand, some 
of whom plainly appeared to have been put upon 
them by their adversaries, with a design to hurt. 
It was also manifest that the witnesses produced 
for Mr. A — — were such as could have no manner 
of connexion with him, nor any dependence what- 
soever upon him, to influence their evidence ; for 
the far greatest part of them had never seen him 
from his infancy, till the trial began ; and many 
of them, though poor, and undignified with the 
title of colonels, were people of unblemished 
character, of great simplicity, and such as no man 
in his senses would pitch upon to support a bad 
cause. It is plain tliat the jury, whose well-known 
honour, impartiality, and penetration must be 
revered by all who are acquainted with them, were 
not under the least dii!iculty about their verdict; 
for they were not enclosed above half-an-hour, 
when they returned with it. These gentlemen 
could not help observing the great inequality of 
the parties engaged, the great advantages that the 
uncle had in every other respect, accept the truth 
and justice of his cause, over the nephew, by 
means of his vast possessions, and of his power 
and influence all round the place of his birth ; nor 
could the contrast between the diffesent geniuses 
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of the two parties escape their observation ; they 
could not but see and conclude, that a person who 
had confessedly transported and sold his orphan 
nephew into slavery, — who, on his return, had 
carried on so unwarrantable and cruel a prose- 
cution to take away his life, under colour of law, 
— and who had also given such glaring proofs 
of his skill and dexterity in the management of 
witnesses for that cruel purpose^ — was in like 
manner capable of exerting the same happy taknt 
on this occasion, when his all was at stake ; more 
especially as he had so many others who were 
equally interested with himself, and whose abilities 
in that respect fell nothing short of his own, to 
second him in it. The gentlemen of the jury had 
also a near view of the manner in which the 
witnesses delivered their testimonies, and had 
from thence an opportunity of observing many 
circumstances and distinguishing characteristics of 
truth and falsehood, from which a great deal 
could be gathered, tliat could not be adequately 
conveyed by any printed account, how exact 
soever ; consequently, they must have been much 
better judges of the evidence on which they 
founded their verdict, than any person who had 
not the same opportunity, can possibly be. 

** These, Mr. Pickle, were my reflections on 
what I had occasion to observe concerning that 
famous trial : and, on my return to England, two 
years afterwards, I could not help pitying the 
self-sufficiency of some people, who, at this dis- 
tance, pretended to pass their judgment on that 
verdict with as great positiveness as if they had 
been in the secrets of the cause, or upon the jury 
who tried it ; and that from no better authority 
than the declamations of Lord A *s emis- 
saries, and some falsified printed accounts, art- 
fully cooked up, on purpose to mislead and 
deceive: 

"But to return from this digression: Lord 
A y the defendant in that cause, was so con- 
scious of the strength and merits of his injured 
nephew's case, and that a verdict would go 
against him, that he ordered a writ of error to be 
made out before the trial was ended; and the 
verdict was no sooner given, than he immediately 
lodged it, though he well knew he \aA no manner 
of error to assign. This expedient was practised 
merely for vexation and delay, in order to keep 

Mr. A from the possession of the small estate 

he had recovered by the verdict; that, his slender 
funds being exhausted, he might be deprived of 
other means to prosecute his right ; and, by the 
most oppressive contrivances and scandalous 
chicanery, it has been kept up to this day, with- 
out his being able to assign the least shadow of 
any error. 

** Lord A was not the only antagonist that 

Mr. A — — had to deal with : all the different 
branches of the A — — family, who had been 
worrying one another at law, ever since the death, 

of the late earl of A ■ , about the paf titicm of 

his great estate, were now firmly united in an 
association against this unfortunate gentleman':' 
mutual deeds were executed among them, by 
which many great lordships and estates were 
given up by the uncle to persow w^ho had no 



right to possess them, in order to engage them 
to side with him against his nephew, in with- 
holding the unjnst possession of the remainder. 

** These confederates having held several con- 
sultations against their common enemy, and find- 
ing that his cause gatliered daily strength since^ 
the trial, by the accession of many witnesses of 
figure and reputation, who had not been heard of 
before; and that the only chance they had to 
prevent the speedy establi^ment of his right, 
and their own destruction, was by stripping Mr. 

M of the little money that yet remained, 

and stopping all further resources whereby he 
might be enabled to proceed; — ^they therefore 
came to a determined resolution to carry that 
hopeful scheme into execution; and, in pursuance 
thereof, tliey have left no expedient or stratagem, 
how extraordinary ch: scandalous soever, unprac- 
tised, to distress Mr. A and that gentleman. 

For that end, all the oppressive arts and dilatory, 
expensive contrivances that the fertile invention 
of the lowest pettifoggers of the law could pos- 
sibly devise, have with great dexterity been played 
off against them in fruitless quibbling, and mali- 
cious suits, entirely foreign to the merits of the 
cause. Not to mention numberless other acts of 
oppression, the most extraordinary and unprece- 
dented proceedings, by means whereof this sham 
writ of error hath been kept on foot ever since 
November, 1743, is to me, said the doctor, ** a 
most flagrant instance, not only of the prevalency 
of power and money, when employed, as in the 
present case, against an unfortunate, helpless 
man, disabled, as he is, of the means of ascer- 
taining his right, but of the badness of a cause that 
hath recourse to so many iniquitous expedients to 
support it. 

** In a word, the whole conduct of Lord A 

and his party, from the beginning to this time, 
has been such, as sufficiently manifests that it 
could proceed from no other motives than a con* 

sciousness of Mr. A *s right, and of their 

own illegal usurpations, and from a terror of 
trusting the merits of their case to a fair discus- 
sion by the laws of their country; and that the 
intention and main drift of all their proceedings 
plainly tends to stifle and smother the merits ot 
the case from the knowledge of the world, by 
oppressive arts and ingenious delays, rather than 
trust it to the candid determination of an honest 
jury. What else could be the motives of kidnap- 
ping the claimant, and transporting him when an 
infant? of the various attempts made upon his 
life since his return? of the attempts to divest 
him of all assistance to ascertain his right, by 
endeavouring so solicitously to prevail on Mr. 
M to abandon him in the beginning; of re- 
taining an army of counsel, before any suit had 
been commenced? of the many sinister attempts 
to prevent the trial at bar? of the various arts 
made use of to terrify any one from appearing as 
witness for the claimant, and to seduce those who 
had appeared? of the shameless, unprecedented, 
low tricks now practised, to keep him out of the 
possession of that estate for which he had obtained 
the verdict, thereby to disable hhn from bringing 
hi&'oaiee to-a further hearing; and of the attempts 
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made to buy up Mr. M *s debts, and to spirit 

up suits against him? Is it not obyious, from all 
these circumstances, as well as from the obstruc- 
tion they have given to the attomey-generaVs 
proceeding, to make a report to his majesty, on 

I the claimant*s petition to the king for the peerage, 
which was referred by his majesty to that gentle- 

jman so far back as 1743, that all their efforts are 

I bent to that one point of stifling, rather than suf- 
fering the merits of this cause to come to a fair 

'and candid hearing; and that the sole considera- 
tion at present between them and this unfortunate 
man is not whether he is right or wrong, but 
whether he shall or shall not find money to bring 
this cause to a final determination? 

I * * Lord A and his confederates, not think- 
ing themselves safe with all these expedients, 
while there was a possibility of their antagonist's 
obtaining any assistance from such as humanity, 
compassion, generosity, or a love of justice might 
induce to lay open their purses to his assistance 
in ascertaining his right, have, by themselves and 
their numerous emissaries, employed all the arts 
of calumny, slander, and detraction against him, 
by traducing his cause, vilifying his person, and 
most basely and cruelly tearing his character to 
pieces, by a thousand misrepresentations, pur- 
posely invented and industriously uropagated in 
all places of resort, which is a kind of cowardly 
assassination that there is no guarding against : 
yet, in spite of all these machinations, and the 
shameful indifference of mankind, who stand 
aloof unconcerned, and see this unhappy gentle- 
man most inhumanly oppressed by the weight of 
lawless power and Action, M , far from suf- 
fering hmiself to be dejected by the multiplying 
difficulties that crowded upon him, still exerts 
himself with amazing fortitude and assiduity, and 
will, I doubt not, bring the affair he began and 
carried on with so much spirit, while his finances 
lasted, to a happy conclusion. 

'*It would exceed the bounds of my intention, 
and perhaps trespass too much upon your time, 
were I to enumerate the low artifices and shame- 
ful quibbles, by which the usurper has found 
means to procrastinate the decision of the con- 
test between him and his hapless nephew, or to 
give a detail of the damage and perplexity which 
Mr. M — — has sustained and been involved in, 
by the treachery and ingratitude of some who 
listed themselves under him in the prosecution 
of this affair ; and by the villainy of others, who, 
under various pretences of material discoveries 
they had to make, &c., had fastened themselves 
upon him, and continued to do all the mischief 
in their power, until the cloven foot was detected. 
" One instance, however, is so flagrantly flagi- 
tious, that I cannot resist the inclination I feel to 
relate it, as an example of the most infernal per- 
fidy that perhaps ever entered the human heart. 
I have already mentioned the part which H— - 

acted in the beginning of M *s connection with 

the unfortunate stranger, and hinted that the said 
II lay under many obligations to that gentle- 
man before Mr. A 's arrival in England. He 

had been chief agent to Lord A ^ and, as it 

afierwaids appeared, received several payments 



of a secret pension which that lord enjoyed, for 
which he either could not or would pot account* 
His lordship, therefore, in order to compel him 
to it, took out writs against him, and his house 
was continually surrounded with catchpoles for 
the space of two whole years. 

**Mr. M believing, from H \ own 

account of the matter, that the poor man was 
greatly injured, and prosecuted on account of his 
attaclunent to the unhappy young gentleman, did 
him all the good offices in his power, and became 
security for him on several occasions ; nay, such 
was his opinion of his integrity, that after Mr. 
A— was cleared of the prosecution carried on 
against him by his uncle, his person was entrusted 
to the care of this h3rpocrite, who desired that the 
young gentleman might lodge at his house for the 

convenience of air, M *s own occasions calling 

him often into the country. 

" Having thus, bv his consummate dissimulation, 
acquired such a valuable charge, he wrote a letter 
to one of Lord A *s attorneys, offering to be- 
tray Mr. A y provided his lordship would 

settle his account, and give him a discharge for 
eight hundred pounds of the pension which he 

had received and not accounted for. Mr. M ^ 

informed of this treacherous proposal, immediately 
removed his lodger from his house into his own, 
without assigning his reasons for so doing until 
he was obliged to declare it, in order to free him- 
self from the importunities of H- ^ who earn- 
estly solicited his return. This miscreant, finding 
himself detected and disappointed in his villainous 
design, \yas so much enraged at his miscarriage, 
that, forgetting all the benefits he had received 
from M— — for a series of years, he practised all 
the mischief that his malice could contrive against 
him ; and at length entered into a confederacy 
with one G — st — y, and several other abandoned 
wretches, who, as before said, under various pre- 
tences of being able to make material discoveries, 
and otherwise to serve the cause, had found means 
to be employed in some extra business relating to 
it, though their real intention was to betray the 
claimant. 

"These confederates, in conjunction with some 
other auxiliaries of infamous character, being in- 
formed that Mr. M was on the point of 

securing a considerable sum, to enable him to 

prosecute Mr. A ^*s right, and to bring it to a 

happy conclusion, contrived a deep-laid scheme 
to disappoint him in it, and at once to ruin the 
cause ; and, previous measures being taken for 
that wicked purpose, they imposed upon the young 
gentleman's inexperience and credulity, by msinu- 
ations equally false, plausible, and malicious; 
to which they at length gained his belief, by the 
mention of some circumstances that gave what 
they alleged an air of probability, and even of 
truth. ITiey swore that Mr. M— — had taken 
out an action against him for a very large sum of 
money ; that they had actually seen the writ ; that 
the intention of it was to throw him into prison 
for life, and ruin his cause, in consequence of an 

agreement made by him with Lord A and 

his other enemies to retrieve the money that be 
liad laid out in the cause. 
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" This plausible tale was enforced with such an 
air of truth, candour, and earnest concern for his 
safety, and was strengthened by so many impre- 
cations, and corroborating circumstances of their 
invention, as would have staggered one of much 
greater experience and knowledge of mankind 

than Mr. A could be supposed at that time 

to possess. The notion of per{>etual imprisonment, 
and the certain ruin they made him believe his 
cause was threatened with, worked upon his 
imagination to such a degree, that he suffered 
himself to be led, like a lamb to the slaughter, by 
this artful band of villains, who secreted him at 

the lodgings of one P , an intimate of G *s, 

for several days, under colour of his being hunted 

by bailiifs employed by Mr. M ^ where he was 

not only obliged by them to change his name, but 
even his wife wasnot suffered to have access to him. 

** Their design was to have sold him, or drawn 
him into a ruinous compromise with his adver- 
saries, for a valuable consideration to themselves. 
But as no ties are binding among such a knot of 
villains, the rest of the conspirators were jockeyed 
by G , who, in order to monopolize the ad- 
vantage to himself, hurried his prize into the 
country, and secreted him, even from his con- 
federates, in a place of concealment one hundred 
miles from London, under the same ridiculous 

pretence of M *s having taken out a writ 

against him, and of bailiffs being in pursuit of 
him everywhere round London. 

**Hewas no sooner there, than G ^ as a 

previous step to the other villainy he intended, 
tricked him out of a bond for six thousand pounds, 
under colour of his having a person ready to 
advance the like sum upon it, as an immediate 
fund for carrying on his cause ; assuring him, at 
the same time, that he had a set of gentlemen 
ready, who were willing to advance twenty-five 
thousand pounds more tor the same purpose, and 
to allow him five hundred pounds a-year for his 
maintenance, till his cause should be made an 

end of, provided that Mr. M should have no 

further concern with him and his cause. 

**Mr. A , having by this time received 

some intimations of the deceit that had been put 
upon him, made answer, that he should look 
upon himself as a very ungrateful monster indeed, 
if he deserted a person who had saved his life, 
and so generously ventured his own, together 
with his fortune, in his cause, until he sliould 
first be certain of the truth of what was alleged of 

him ; and absolutely rejected the proposal. G , 

who liad no other view in making it, than to cover 
the secret villainy he meditated against him, and 
to facilitate the execution thereof, easily receded 

from it when he found Mr. A so averse to 

it, and undertook, nevertheless, to raise the money ; 
adding that he might, if he pleased, return to 

Mr. M whenever it was secured. The whole 

drift of this pretended undertaking to raise the 
twenty-five thousand pounds, was only to lay a 
foundation for a dexterous contrivance to draw 
Mr. A— unwarily into the execution of a deed, 
relinquishing all his right and title, under a notion 
of its being a deed to secure the repayment of 
that sum. 



" G- , having, as he imagined, so far paved 

the way for the execution of such a deed, enters 
into an agreement with an agent, employed for 
that purpose by Mr. A 's adversaries, pur- 
porting, that in consideration of the pavment of a 
bond for six thousand pounds, which he, G~, 

had, as he pretended, laid out in Mr. A 's 

cause, and an annuity of seven hundred pounds 
a-year, he was to procure for them from Mr. 

A a deed ready executed, relinquishing all 

right and title to the A estate and honours. 

Everything being prepared for the execution of 

this infernal scheme, unknown to Mr. A , 

G then thought proper to send for him to 

town from his retirement, in order, ashe pretended, 
to execute a security of twenty-five thousand 
pounds. 

**This intended victim to that villain's avarice 
no sooner arrived in town, full of hopes of money 
to carry on his cause, and of agreeably surprising 

his friend and protector Mr. M with so 

seasonable and unexpected a reinforcement, than 
an unforeseen difficulty arose concerning the pay- 
ment of G *s six thousand pound bond. Tliat 

money was to have been raised out of the estate 
of a lunatic, which could not be done without 
the leave of the Court of Chancery, to whom an 
account must have been given of the intended 
application of it. While preparations were mak- 
ing to rectify this omission, G immediately 

carried Mr. A again into the country, lest 

he should happen to be undeceived by some 
means or other. 

**In the mean time, this wicked machination 

was providentially discovered by Mr. M , 

before it could be carried into execution, by 
means of the jealousies that arose among the 
conspirators themselves; and was, at the same 
time, confirmed to him by a person whom the 

very agent for the A party had entrusted 

with the secret. M no sooner detected it 

than he communicated his discovery to one of 

Mr. A 's counsel, a man of gieat worth ; and 

immediately thereupon took proper measures to 
defeat it. He then found means to lay open to 
Mr. A — — himself the treacherous scheme that 
was laid for his destruction : he was highly sensi- 
ble of it ; and could never afterwards reflect on 
the snare that he had so unwarily been dmwn 
into, and had so narrowly escaped, without a 
mixture of horror, sliame, and gratitude to his 
deliverer. 

"The consummate assurance of the monsters 
who were engaged in this plot, after they had 
been detected and upbraided with their treachery, 
is scarce to be paralleled : for they not only owned 

the fact of spiriting Mr. A away in the manner 

above mentioned, but justified their doing it as 
tending to his service. They also maintained, 
that they had actually secured the twenty-five 
t^.ousand pounds for him, though they never 
could name any one person who was to have 
advanced the money. No man was more active 

in this scheme than H ; nor any man more 

solicitous to keep Mr. A—— up in the false im- 
pressions he had received, or in projecting methods 
to ruin his protector, than he. 
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" Among SMHiy other expedients for that pur- 
pose, a most malicious attempt was made to 
lodge an information against him for treasonable 
practices with the secretary of state, notwith- 
standing the repeated proofs he had given of his 
lo3ralty ; and, as a preparatory step to his accusa- 
tion, a letter, which this traitor dictated, was copied 
by another person and actually sent to the earl 
of C- — -, importii^ that the person who copied 
the letter had an affair of consequence to com- 
municate to his lordship, if he would appoint a 
time ^f receiving the information. But that per- 
son, upon a full conviction of the villainy of the 
scheme, absolutely refused to proceed farther in 
it ; so that his malice once more proved abortive ; 
and before he had time to execute any other con- 
trivances of the same nature, he was imprisoned 
in this vftiy jail for debt. 

''Here, finding his creditors inexorable, and 
himself destitute of all other resource, he made 
application to the very man whom he had injured 
in sudi an outrageous manner, set forth his de- 
plorable case in the most pathetic terms, and 
entreated him, with the most abject humility, to 
use his influence on his behalf. The distress of 

this varlet immediately disarmed M of his 

resentment, and even excited his compassion. 
Without sending any answer to his remonstrances, 
Jie interceded for him with his creditors ; and the 
person to whom he was chiefly indebted refusing 
to release him without security, this unwearied 
bene&ctor joined with the prisoner in a bond for 
above two hundred and forty pounds, foi* which 
he obtained his release. 

** He was no sooner discharged, however, than 
he entered into fresh combinations with G 



and others, in order to thwart his deliverer in 
his schemes of raising money, and otherwise to 
distress and deprive him of liberty, for which 
purpose, no art or industry, perjury not excepted, 
has been spared ; and, what is still more extra- 
ordinary, this perfidious monster, having found 
money to take up the bond, in consequence of 
which he regained his freedom, has procured a 
writ against M — ^ upon that very obligation, 
and taken assignments to some other debts of that 
gentleman with the same Christian intention. 
But hitherto he has, by surprising sagacity and 
unshaken resolution, baflSed all their infernal con- 
trivances, and retorted some of their machinations 
on their own heads. At this time, when he is 
supposed by some, and represented by others, as 
under the circumstances of oblivion and despond- 
ence, he proceeds in his design with the utmost 
calmness and intrepidity, meditating schemes and 
ripening measures, that will one day confound 
his enemies, and attract the notice and admiration 
of mankind." 

Peregrine, having thanked the priest for his 
obliging information, expressed his sm'prise at 
the scandalous inattention of the 4irorld to an 
affair of such importance ; observing, that, by 
such inhuman neglect, this unfortunate young 

gentleman, Mr. A , was absolutely deprived 

of all the benefit of society, the sole end <xf which 
is, to protect the rights, i«dress the grievances, 
and promote the happiness of individuals. As 



for the cbMiu^er of M— — , he said, it was so 
romantically singular an all its circumstances, 
that, though other nootives were wanting, curi- 
osity alone would induce him to seek his ac- 
quaintance : but he did not at all wonder at the 
ungrateful returns which had been made to his 

generosity by H and many others, ¥^om he 

had served in a manner that few, besides himsd^ 
would have done ; for he had been Unig con- 
vinced of the truth conveyed in these lines of a 
celebrated ItaUan author : — 

Li beneficii che, par la loro gn^andezza, non ponno esser 
guiderdoiuui, con la, sceleraca moneta d«U' iagratitudine 
sono pagati. 

'*The story which you have related of that 
young gentleman,'* said he, " bears a very stroi^ 
resemblance to the fate of a Spanish nobleman, 
as it was communicated to me by one of his 
own intimate friends at Paris. The Countess 
d*Alvarez died immediately alter the birth of a 
son ; and the husband surviving her but three 
years, the child was left sole heir to his honours 
and estate, under the guardianship of his uncle, 
who had a small fortune and a great many 
children. This inhuman rekition, coveting the 
wealth of his infant ward, fbnneda design against 
the life of the helpless orphan, and trusted the 
execution of it to his valet-de-<:hambrc; who was 
tempted to undertake the murder by the promise 
of a considerable reward : he acDordingly stabhed 
the boy with a knife in three different places, on 
the rig^t side of his neck ; but, as he was not 
used to such barbarous attempts, his hand £iiled 
in the performance ; and he was seized with sncb 
remorse, that perceiving the wounds were not 
mortal, he carnied the hapless victim to the house 
of a surgeon, by whose care they were healed: 
and, in the mean time, that he might not forfeit 
his recompense, found means to persuade his 
employer that his orders were performed. A 
bundle being made up for the purpose, was pub- 
licly interred as the body of the child, who was said 
to have been suddenly carried oflf by a convulsion; 
and the tmcle, without opposition, succeeded to 
his honoiurs and estate. The boy, being cured of 
Ills wounds, was, about the age of six, delivered, 
with a small sum of money, to a merchant just 
embarking for Turkey ; who was given to under- 
stand that he was the bastard of a man of quality, 
and that, for family reasons, it was necessary to 
conceal his birth. 

"While the unfortunate orphan remained in J 
this deplorable state of bondage, all the children 
of the usurper died one after another ; and he 
himself, being taken dangerously ill, attributed 
all his afflictions to the just judgment of God, 
and conununicated his anxiety on that subject to 
the valet-de*chambre who had been employed jn 
the murdel- of his nephew. That domestic, in 
order to quiet his master^ conscience, and cahn 
the pertusbation of his spirits, confessed what be 
had done, and gave him hopes of still finding tbe 
boy, by dint of industry and expense. The un- 
happy child being the only hope of the femily o[ 
Alvarez, the uncle inunediately ordered a minpK 
inquiry to be set on foot ; irt consequence of wmcn 
he was informed that the orphan had been sold to 
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a Turk, who had afterwards transferred him to 
an English merchant, by whom he was eonveyed 
to London. 

'* An eiroress was immediately despatched to 
this capital, where he imderstood that the un- 
happy exile had, in consideration of his faithful 
services, been bound apprentice to a French 
barber-sur|^eon ; and, after he had sufficiently 
(qualified himself in that profession, been received 
into the family of the Count de Gallas, at that 
time the emperor's ambassador at the court of 
London. From the house of this nobleman, he 
was traced into the service of Count d'OberstoW, 
where he had married his lady's chambermaid, 
and then gone to settle as a surgeon in Bohemia. 

'* In the course of these inquiries several years 
elapsed : his uncle, who was very much attached 
to the house of Austria, lived at Barcelona, when 
the father of the empress-queen resided in that city, 
and lent him a very considerable sum of money 
in the most pressing emergency of his affairs ; 
and, when that prince was on the point of return- 
ing to Germany, the old count, finding his end 
approaching, sent his father-confessor to his 
majesty, with a circumstantial account of the 
barbarity he had practised against his nephew, 
for which he implored foi^veness, and begged 
he would give orders, that the orphan, when 
found, should inherit the dignities and fortune 
which he had unjustly usurped. 

" His majesty assured the old man, that he 
might make himself easy on that score, anid ordered 
the confessor to follow him to Vienna, immediately 
after the count's death, in order to assist his en- 
deavours in finding out the injured heir. The 
priest did not fail to yield obedience to his com- 
mand : he informed himself of certain natural 
marks on the young count's body, which were 
known to the nurse and women who attended hun 
in his infancy ; and, with a gentleman whom the 
emperor ordered to accompany him, set out for 
Bohemia, where he soon found the object of his 
inquiry, in the capacity of major-domo to a noble- 
man of that country, he having quitted his pro- 
fession of surgery for that office. 

"He was not a little surprised when he found 
himself circumstantially catechised about the par- 
ticulars of his life by persons commissioned for 
that purpose by the emperor. He told them, that 
he was absolutely ignorant of his own birth, 
though he had been informed, during his residence 
in Turkey, that he was the bastard of a Spanish 
grandee ; and gave them a minute detail of the 
pilgrimage he had undergone. This information 
agreeing with the intelligence which the priest 
had already received, and being corroborated by 
the marks upon his body, and the very scars of 
the wounds which had been inflicted upon him 
in his infimcv, the confessor, without further 
hesitation, saluted him by the name of count 
d' Alvarez, grandee of Spain, and explained the 
whole mystery of his fortune. 

'* If he was agreeably amazed at this explana-< 
tion, the case was otherwise with his wife, who 
thought herself in great danger of being abandoned 
by a husband of such high rank ; but he imme- 
diately dispelled her apprehension by assuring 



her that as she had shared in liis adversity she 
should also partake of his good fortune. He set 
out immediately for Vienna to make his acknow- 
ledgments to the emperor, who favoured him with 
a very gracious reception, promising to use his 
influence so that he might enjoy the honours and 
' estate of his family ; and in the mean time ac- 
knowledged himself his debtor for four himdred 
thousand florins which he had borrowed from his 
uncle. He threw himself at the feet of, his august 
protector, expressed the most grateful sense of his 
goodness, and begged he might be permitted to 
settle in some of'his imperial majesty s dominions. 
This request was immediately granted ; he was 
allowed to purchase land in any part of the here- 
ditary dominions of the house of Austria to the 
amount of the sum I have mentioned, and made 
choice of the country of Ratibor, in Silesia^ where^ 
in all probability, he still resides." 

Peregrine had scarce finished the narrative 
when he perceived Mr. M^- — slip something 
into the hand of the young man with whom he 
had been conversing at the other end of the room» 
and rise up from the table in order to take his 
leave. He at once understood the meaning of 
this conveyance, and longed for an opportunity 
to be acquainted with such a rare instance of 
primitive benevolence ; but the consciousness of 
his present situation hindered him from making^ 
any advance that might be construed into for- 
wardness or presumption. 



CHAPTER XCIX. 

He is surprised with the Appearance of Hatchway and 
Pipes, \f ho take up their Habitation in his Nei|^oour- 
hood, contrary to his mclination and express &esire. 

Being now r^;ularly initiated in the mysteries 
of the Fleet, and reconciled in some measure to 
the customs of the place, he began to bear the 
edge of reflection without wincing ; and thinking 
it would be highly imprudent in him to defer any 
longer the purposes by which only he could enjoy 
any ease and satisfaction in his confinement, he 
resolved to resume his task of translating, and 
every week compose an occasional paper by way 
of revenge upon the minister, against whom he 
had denounced eternal war. With this view he 
locked himself up in his chamber, and went to 
work with great eagerness and application ; when 
he was interrupted by a ticket-porter, who, putting 
a letter in his hand, vanished m a moment before 
he had time to peruse the contents. 

Our hero, opening the billet, was not a little 
surprised to find a bank-note for fifty pounds^ 
enclosed in a blank. sheet of paper; and having 
exercised his memory and penetration on the 
subject of this unexpected windfall, had just con- 
cluded that it could come from no other hand 
than the lady who had so kindly visited him a 
few days before, when his ears were suddenly 
invaded by the well-known sounds of that whistle 
which always hung about the neck of Pipes as a 
memorial of his former occupation. This tune 
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being performed, he heard the noise of a wooden 
leg ascending the stair ; upon which he opened 
his door, and beheld his friend Hatchway, with 
his old shipmate at his back. 

After a cordial shake of the hand, with the 
usual salutation of "What cheer, cousin Pickle?" 
honest Jack seated himself without ceremonv, 
and casting his eves around the apartment, ** Split 
my top-staysail, said he, with an arch sneer, 
** you have got into a snug berth, cousin. Here 
you may sit all weathers, without being tunied 
out to take your watch, and no fear of the ship's 
dragging her anchor. You ha'n't much room to 
spare, 'tis true : an' had I kno\vn as huw you 
stowed so close, Tom should have flung my own 
hammock for you, and then you mought have 
knocked down this great lubberly hurricane house. 
But, mayhap, you turn in double, and so you 
don't choose to trust yourself and your doxy to a 
clue and canvas." 

Pickle bore bis jokes with great good-humour, 
rallied him in his turn about the dairy-maid at 
the garrison ; and inquiring about his friends in 
the country, asked if he had been to visit his 
niece ; and finally expressed a desire of knowing 
the cause of his journey to London. The lieu- 
tenant satisfied his curiosity in all these particulars; 
and, in answer to the last question, observed that, 
from the information of Pipes, understanding that 
he was land-locked, he had come from the country 
in order to tow him into the offing. * * I know 
not how the wind sets," said he, **but if so be 
as three thousand pounds will bring you clear of 
the cape, say the word, and you sha'n't lie wind- 
bound another glass for want of the money." 

This was an offer which few people in our 
hero's situation would have altogether refused, 
especially as he had all the reason in the world 
to believe that, far from being a vain, unmeaning 
compliment, it was the genuine tribute of friend- 
ship, which the lieutenant would have willingly, 
ay, and with pleasure, paid. Nevertheless, Pere- 
grine peremptorily refused his assistance, though 
not without expressing himself in terms of ac- 
knowledgment suitable to the occasion. He told 
him it would be time enough to make use of his 
generosity when he should find himself destitute 
of all other resource. Jack employed all his 
rhetoric with a view of persuading him to take 
this opportunity to procure his own enlargement ; 
and, finding his arguments ineffectual, insisted 
upon his accepting an immediate supply for his 
necessary occasions ; swearing, with great vehe- 
mence, that he would never return to the garrison 
unless he would put him upon the footing of any 
other tenant, and receive his rent accordingly. 

Our young gentleman as positively swore that 
he never would consider him in that light ; re- 
monstrating that he had long ago settled the 
house upon him for life, as a pledge of his own 
esteem, as well as in conformity with the com- 
modore's desire j and, beseeching him to return 
to his usual avocations, protested that, if ever his 
situation should subject him to the necessity of 
borrowing from his friends, Mr. Hatchway should 
be the first man to Whom he would apply himself 
for succour. To convince him that this was not 



the case at present, he produced the bank-note 
which he had received in the letter, together with 
his own ready money, and mentioned some other 
funds, which he invented extempore, in order to 
amuse the lieutenant's concern. In the close of 
this expostulation, he desired Pipes to conduct 
Mr. Hatchway to the coffee-house, where he 
might entertain himself with the newspaper for 
half-an-hour, during which he would put on his 
clothes, and bespeak something for dinner, that 
they might enjoy each other's company as long 
as his occasions would permit him to stay in that 
place. 

The two sailors were no sooner gone, than he 
took up the pen, and wrote the following letter, 
in which he enclosed the bank-note, to his gener- 
ous benefactress : — 

. " Madam, — ^Your humanity is not more ingenious than 
my suspicion. In vain you attempt to impose upon mc 
by an act of generosity, which no person upon earth, but 
your ladyship, is capable of conimitling. Though your 
name was not subscribed on the paper, your sentiments 
were fully displayed in the contents, which I must beg 
leave to restore, with the same sense of gratitude, and for 
the same reasons I expressed, when last I had the honour 
to converse with you upon this^ subject Though I am 
deprived of my liberty by the villainy and ingratitude of 
mankind, I am not yet destitute of the other conveniences 
of life ; and, therefore, beg to be excused from incurring 
an unnecessary addition to that load of obligation you 
have already laid upon, madam, your ladyship's most 
devoted, humble servant, '* Peregrine Pickle." 

Having dressed himself^ and repaired to the 
place of appointment, he despatched this epistle 
by the hands of Pipes, who was ordered to leave 
it at her ladyship's house, without staying for an 
answer; and in the mean time gave directions 
for dinner, which he and his friend Hatchway 
ate very cheerfully in his own apartment, after 
he had entertained him with a sight of all the curi- 
osities in the place. During their repast Jack 
repeated his kind offers to our adventurer, who 
declined them with his former obstinacy, and 
begged he might be no more importuned on that 
subject; but, if he insisted upon giving some 
fresh proofs of his friendship, he might have an 
opportunity of exhibiting it in taking Pipes under 
his care and protection ; for nothing affected him 
so much as his inability to provide for such a 
faithful adherent. 

The lieutenant desired he would give himself 
no trouble on that score ; he being, of his own 
accord, perfectly well disposed to befriend his 
old shipmate, who should never want while he 
bad a shilling to spare. But he began to drop 
some hints of an intention to fix his quarters in 
the Fleet, observing, that the air seemed to be 
very good in that place, and that he was tired of 
living in the country. What he said did not 
amount to a plain declaration, and therefore 
Peregrine did not answer it as such, though he 
perceived his drift, and took an opportunity of 
describing the inconveniences of the place in such 
a manner as he hoped would deter him from 
putting such an extravagant plan in execution.^ 

This expedient, however, far from answering 
the end proposed, had a quite contrary effect, and 
furnished Hatchway with an argument against his 
own unwillingness to quit such a disagreeable 
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place. In all probability, Jack would hav« bc^n 
more explicit, with regard to the scheme he had 
proposed, if the conversation had not been inter- 
rupted by the arrival of Cadwallader, who never 
failed in the performance of his diurnal visit. 
Hatchway, conjecturing that this stranger might 
have some private business with his friend, quitted 
the apartment, on pretence of taking a turn ; and, 
meeting Pipes at the door, desired his company 
to the Bare, by which name the open space is 
distinguished ; where, during a course of peram- 
bulation, these two companions held a council 
upon Pickle: in consequence of which it was 
determined, since he ol^tinately persisted to re- 
fuse their assistance, that they should take lodg- 
ings in his neighbourhood, with a view of being 
at hand to minister unto his occasions, in spite of 
his false delicacy, according to the emergency of 
his affairs. 

• This resolution being taken, they consulted the 
bar-keeper of the coffee-house about lodging, and 
she directed them to the warden, to whom the 
Keutenant, in his great wisdom, represented him- 
self as a kinsman to Peregrine, who, rather than 
leave that young gentleman by himself to the 
unavoidable discomforts of a prison, was inclined 
to keep him company, till such time as his affairs 
could be put in order. This measure he the 
more anxiously desired to take because the pri- 
soner was sometimes subject to a disordered 
imagination, upon which occasion he stood in 
need of extraordinary attendance ; and therefore 
he, the lieutenant, entreated the warden to ac- 
commodate him with a lodging for himself and 
his servant, for which he was ready to make any 
reasonable acknowledgment. The warden, who 
was a sensible and humane man, could not help 
applauding his resolution; and several rooms 
being at that time unoccupied, he put him imme- 
diately in possession of a couple, which were 
forthwith prepared for his reception. 

This affair being settled to his satisfaction, he 
despatched Pipes for his portmanteau ; and, 
returning to the coffee-house, found Peregrine, 
with whom he spent the remaining part of the 
evening. Our hero, taking it for granted that he 
proposed to set out for the garrison next day, 
wrote a memorandum of some books which he 
had left in that habitation, and which he now 
desired Jack to send up to town by the waggon, 
directed for Mr. Crabtree. He cautioned him 
against giving the least hint of his misfortune in 
the nei^bourhood, that it might remain, as long 
as possible, concealed from the knowledge of his 
sister, who, he knew, would afHict herself im- 
moderately at the news ; nor reach the ears of 
the rest of his family, who would exult and 
triumph over his distress. 

Hatchway listened to his injunctions with 
great attention, and promised to demean himself 
accordingly : then the discourse shifted to an 
agreeable recapitulation of the merry scenes they 
had formerly acted together; and the evening 
being pretty far advanced, Peregrine, with seem- 
ing reluctance, told him that the gates of the 
Fleet would in a few minutes be shut for the 
night, and that there was an absolute necessity 



for his withdrawing to his lodging. Jack replied^ 
that he could not think of parting with him so 
soon, after such a long separation ; and that he 
was determined to stay with him an hour or two 
longer, if he should be obliged to take up his 
lodp[ing in the streets. Pickle, rather than dis- 
oblige his guest, indulged him in his desire, and 
resolved to give him a share of his own bed. A 
pair of chickens and asparagus were bespoken 
for supper, at which Pipes attended, with an air 
of internal satisfaction ; and the bottle was bandietl 
about in a jovial manner till midnight, when the 
lieutenant rose up to take his leave, observing, 
that, being fatigued with riding, he was inclined 
to turn in. Pipes, upon this intimation, produced 
a lantern ready lighted ; and Jack, shaking his 
entertainer by the hand, wished him good niglit, 
and promised to visit him again betimes in the 
morning. 

Peregrine, imagining that his behaviour pro- 
ceeded from the wine, which he had plentifully 
drunk, told him, that, if he was disposed to 
sleep, his bed was ready prepared in the room, 
and ordered his attendant to undress his master ; 
upon which Mr. Hatchway gave him to under- 
stand that he had no occasion to incommode his 
friend, having already provided a lodging for 
himself: and the young gentleman demanding 
an explanation, he frankly owned what he had 
done, saying, *' You gave me such a dismal 
account of the place, that I could not think of 
leaving you in it without company. " Our young 
gentleman, who was naturally impatient of bene- 
fits, and foresaw that this uncommon instance of 
Hatchway's friendship would encroach upon the 
plan which he had formed for his own subsistence^ 
by engrossing his time and attention, so as that 
he should not be able to prosecute his labours, 
closeted the lieutenant next day, and demon- 
strated to him the folly and ill consequences of 
the step he had taken. He observed, that the 
world in general would look upon it as the effect 
of mere madness ; and, if his relations were so 
disposed, they might make it the foundation for 
a statute of lunacy against him ; tliat his absence 
from the garrison must be a very great detriment 
to his private affairs; and, lastly, that his presence 
in the Fleet would be a very great hinderance to 
Pickle himself, whose hope of regaining his 
lil>erty altogether depended upon his being de- 
tached from all company and interruption. 

To these remonstrances Jack replied, that, as 
to the opinion of the world, it was no more to 
him than a rotten net-line ; and if his relations 
had a mind to have his upper- works condemned, 
he did not doubt but he should be able to stand 
the survey, without being declared unfit for ser- 
vice ; that he had no affairs at the garrison but 
such as would keep cold ; and, with regard to 
Pickle's being intemipted by his presence, he 
gave him his word that he would never come 
alongside of him, except when he should give 
him the signal for holding discourse. In con- 
clusion, he signified his resolution to stay where 
he was, at all events, without making himself 
accountable to any pei-son whatsoever. 

Peregrine, seeing him determined, desisted 
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from any fkrther importunity, resolving, how- 
ever, to tire him out of his plan by reserve and 
sttpercilious neglect ; for he could not bear the 
thought of being so notoriously obliged by any 
person upon earth. With this view, he quitted 
the lieutenant upon some slight pretence, after 
having told him that he could not have the 
pleasure of his company at dinner, because he 
was engaged with a particular club of his fellow- 
prisoners. 

Jack was a stranger to the punctilios of 
behaviour, and therefore did not take this de- 
claration amiss ; but had immediate recourse to 
the advice of his counsellor Mr. Pipes, who 
proposed that he should go to the coffee-house 
and kitchen, and give the people to understand 
that he would pay for all such liquor and pro- 
visions as Mr. Pickle should order to be sent to 
his own lodging. This expedient was immedi- 
ately practised ; and, as there was no credit in 
the place. Hatchway deposited a sum of money, 
by way of security, to the cook and the vintner, 
intimating, that there was a necessity for taking 
that method of befriending his cousin Peregrine, 
who was subject to such strange whims, as ren- 
dered it impossible to serve him any other way. 

In consequence of these insinuations, it was 
that same day rumoured about the Fleet, that 
Mr. Pickle was an unhappy gentleman disordered 
in his understanding, and that the lieutenant was 
his near relation, who had subjected himself to 
the inconvenience of living in jail, with the sole 
view of keeping a strict eye over his conduct. 
This report, however, did not reach the ears of 
our hero till the next day, when he sent one of 
the runners of the Fleet, who attended him, to 
bespeak and pay for a couple of pullets, and 
something else, for dinner, to which he had 
already invited his friend Hatchway, in hope of 
being able to persuade him to retire into the 
country, after he had undergone a whole day's 
mortification in the place. The messenger re- 
turned with an assurance that the dinner should 
be made ready according to his directions, and 
restored the money, observing that his kinsman 
had paid for what was bespoken. 

Peregrine was equally surprised and disgusted 
at this information, and resolved to chide the 
lieutenant severely for his unseasonable treat, 
which he considered as a thing repugnant to his 
reputation. Meanwhile, he despatched his attend- 
ant for wine to the coffee-house; and finding 
his credit bolstered up in that place by the same 
means, was enraged at the presumption of Jack's 
friendship. He questioned the valet about it 
with such manifestations of displeasure, that the 
fellow, afraid of disobliging such a good master, 
frankly communicated the story which was cir- 
culated at his expense. The young gentleman 
was so much incensed at this piece of intelligence, 
that he wrote a bitter expostulation to the lieu- 
tenant, wherein he not only retracted his invita- 
tion, but declared that he would never converse 
with him while he should remain within the 
place. 

Having thus obeyed the dictates of his anger, 
he gave notice to the cook that he should not 



have occasion for what was ordered. Repairing 
to the coffee-house, he told the landlord that, 
whereas he understood the stranger with the 
wooden leg had prepossessed him and others 
with ridiculous noticms, tending to faring the 
sanity of his intellects in question ; and to confirm 
this imputation, had, under the pretence of con- 
sanguinity, undertaken to defray his expenses ; 
he could not help, in justice to himself, declaring 
that the same person was, in reality, the madman, 
who had given his keepers the slip ; that, there- 
fore, he, the landlord, would not find his account 
in complying with his orders, and encouraging 
him to frequent his house ; and that for his own 
part, he would never enter the door, or &vour 
him with the least trifle of his custom, if ever he 
should for the future find himself anticipated in 
his payments by that unhappy lunatic. 

The vintner was confounded at this retorted 
charge ; and, after much perplexity and delibera- 
tion, concluded that both parties were distracted ; 
the stranger in paying^ a man's debts against his 
will ; and Pickle, in being offended at such for- 
wardness of friendship. 



CHAPTER C. 

These Associates commit an Assault upon Crabtree» for 
which they are banished from the Fleet— Peregrine 
begins to feel the Effects of Confinement. 

Our adventurer having dined at an ordinary, 
and in the afternoon retired to his own apartment, 
as usual, with his friend Cadwallader, Hatchway 
and his associate, after they had been obliged to 
discuss the provision for which they had paid, 
renewed their conference upon the old subject. 
Pipes giving his messmate to understand that 
Peregrine's chief confidant was the old deaf bache- 
lor whom he had seen at his lodging the preceding 
day, Mr. Hatchway, in his great penetration, dis- 
covered that the young gentleman's obstinacy 
proceeded from the advice of the misanthrope, 
whom, for that reason, it was their business to 
chastise. Pipes entered into this opinion the more 
willingly, as he had all along believed the senior 
to be a sort of wizard, or some cacodsemon, whom 
it was not very creditable to be acquainted with. 
Indeed, he had been inspired with this notion 
by the insinuations of Hadgi, who had formerly 
dropped some hints touching Crabtree's profound 
knowledge in the mag^c art; mentioning, in 
particular, his being possessed of the philosopher's 
stone;— an assertion to which Tom had given 
implicit credit, until his master was sent to prison 
for debt, when he could no longer suppose Cad- 
wallader lord of such a valuable secret, or else 
he would have certainly procured the enlargement 
of his most intimate friend. 

With these sentiments he espoused the resent- 
ment of Hatchway. They determined to seize 
the supposed conjurer, with the first opportunity, 
on his return from his visit to Peregrine, and, 
without hesitation, exercise upon him the disci- 
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pline of the pump. Tliis phm they would have 
executed that same evening, had not the misan- 
thrope luckily withdrawn himself by accident, 
before it was dark, and. even before they had 
intelligence of his retreat : but next day, they 
kept themselves tipon the watch till he appeared ; 
and Pipes lifting his hat as Crabtree pasised, '* O 
d— ^- ye, old Dunny, " said he, ** you and I must 
grapple by-and-by ; and a' gad« I shall lie so 
near your quarter, that your ear-ports will let in 
the sound, tho£ they are double-caulked with 
oakum." 

The misanthrope's ears were not quite so fast 
closed but that they received this intimation ; 
which, though delivered in terms that he did not 
well understand, had such an effect upon his 
apprehension, that he signified his doubts to Pere- 
grine, observing, that he did not much like the 
looks of that same ruffian with the wooden leg. 
Pickle assured him he had nothing to fear from 
the two sailors, who could have no cause of re- 
sentment against him ; or if they had, would not 
venture to take any step which they knew must 
block up all the avenues to that reconcilement, 
about which they were so anxious ; and, moreover, 
give such offence to the governor of the place, as 
would infallibly induce him to expel them both 
from his territories. 

Notwithstanding this assurance, the young gen- 
tleman was not so confident of the lieutenant's 
discretion as to believe that Crabtree*s fears were 
altogether without foundation \ he forthwith con- 
jectured that Jack had taken umbrage at an in- 
timacy from which lie found himself excluded, 
and imputed his disgrace to the insinuations of 
Cadwallader, whom, in alUikelihood, he intended 
to punish for his supposed advice. He knew his 
friend could sustain no great damage from the 
lieutenant's resentment, in a place whidi he could 
immediately alarm with his cries, and therefore 
wished he might fall into the snare, because it 
would furnish him with a pretence of complaint ; 
in consequence of which the sailors would be 
obliged to shift their quarters, so that he should 
be rid of their company^ in which he at present 
could find no enjoyment 

Everything happened as he had foreseen : the 
misanthrope, in his retreat from Peregrine's 
chamber^ was assaulted by Hatchway and his 
associate, who seized him by the collar without 
ceremony, and began to drag him towards the 
pump, at which they would have certainly com- 
plimented him with a very disagreeable bath, had 
not he exalted his voice in such a manner as in a 
moment brought a number of the inhabitants, and 
Pickle himself, to his aid. The assailants would 
have persisted in their design, had the opposition 
been such as they could have faced with any 
possibility of success: nor did they quit their prey 
before a dozen, at least, had come to his rescue, 
and Peregrine, with a menacing aspect and air of 
authority, had commanded his old valet to with- 
draw : then they thought proper to sheer off, and 
betake themselves to close quarters; while our 
hero accompanied the affrighted Cadwallader to 
the gate, and exhibited to the warden a formal 
complaint against the rioters, upon whom he re- 



torted the charge of lunacy, which was supported 
by the evidence of twenty persons, who had been 
eye-witnesses of the outrage conmiitted s^ainst the 
old gentleman. 

The governor, in consequence of this informa- 
tion, sent a message to Mr. Hatchway, warning 
him to move his lodging next day, on pain of 
being expelled. The lieutenant, contumaciously 
refusing to comply with this intimation, was, in 
the morning, while he amused himself in walk- 
ing upon the Bare, suddenly surrounded by the 
constables of the court, who took him and his 
adherent prisoners before they were aware, and 
delivered them into the hands of the turnkeys, 
by whom they were immediately dismissed, and 
their baggage conveyed to the side of the ditch. 

This expulsion was not performed without an 
obstinate opposition on the part of the delinquents, 
who, had they not been surprised, would have set 
the whole Fleet at defiance, and, in all probability, 
have acted divers tragedies before they could have 
been overpowered. Things being circumstanced 
as they were, the lieutenant did not part with his 
conductor without tweaking his nose, by way of 
farewell ; and Pipes, in imitation of such a laud- 
able example, communicated a token of remem- 
brance, in an application to the sole eye of his 
attendant, who, scorning to be outdone in this 
kind of courtesy, returned the compliment with 
such good-will, that Tom's organ performed the 
office of a multiplying-glass. These were mutual 
hints for stripping, and, accordingly, each was 
naked from the waist upwards in a trice. A ring 
of butchers from the market was immediately 
formed ; a couple of the reverend flamens, who, 
in morning-gowns, ply for marriages in that quarter 
of the town, constituted themselves seconds and 
umpires of the approaching contest ^ and the 
battle began without farther preparation. The 
combatants were, in point of strength and agility, 
pretty equally matched ; but the jailer had been 
regularly trained to the art of bruising : he had 
more than once signalized himself in public by 
his prowess and skill in this exercise, and lost 
one eye upon the stage in the course of his ex- 
ploits. This was a misfortune of which Pipes 
did not fail to take the advantage. He had already 
sustained several hard knocks upon his temples 
and jaws,, and found it impracticable to smite his 
antagonist upon the victualling-office, so dexter- 
ously was it defended against assault. He then 
changed his battery, and, being ambidexter, 
raised such a clatter upon the turnkey's blind 
side, that this hero^ believing him left-handed, 
converted his attention that way, and opposed the 
unenlightened side of his face to the right hand 
of Pipes, which, being thus unprovided against, 
slyly bestowed upon him a peg under the fifth rib, 
that in an instant laid him senseless on the pave- 
ment, at the feet of his conqueror. Pipes was 
congratulated upon his victory, not only by his 
friend Hatchway^ but also by the by-standers, par- 
ticularly the priest, who had espoused his cause, 
and now invited the strangers to his lodgings in 
a neighbouring alehouse, where they were enter- 
tained so much to their liking, that they determined 
to seek no other habitation while they should 
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continue in town ; and, notwithstanding the dis- 
grace and discouragement they had met with in 
their endeavours to serve our adventurer, they 
were still resolved to persevere in their good 
offices, or, in the vulgar phrase, to see him out. 

While they settled themselves in this manner, 
and acquired familiar connections round all the 
purlieus of the ditch, Peregrine found himself 
deprived of the company of Cadwallader, who 
signified, by letter, that he did not choose to 
hazard his person again in visiting him, while 
such assassins occupied the avenues through which 
he must pass ; for he had been at pains to inquire 
into the motions of the seamen, and informed 
himself exactly of the harbour in which they 
were moored. 

Our hero had been so much accustomed to the 
conversation of Crabtree, which was altogether 
suitable to the singularity of his own disposition, 
that he could very ill afford to be debarred of it 
at this juncture, when almost every other source 
of enjoyment was stopped. He was, however, 
obliged to submit to the hardships of his situation ; 
and, as the characters of his fellow-prisoners did 
not at all improve upon him, he was compelled 
to seek for satisfaction within himself. Not but 
that he had an opportunity of conversing with 
some people who neither wanted sense, nor were 
deficient in point of principle ; yet there appeared 
in the behaviour of them all, without exception, 
a certain want of decorum, a squalor of sentiment, 
a sort of jailish cast, contracted in the course of 
confinement, which disgusted the delicacy of our 
hero's observation. He therefore detached him- 
self from their parties as much as he could, 
without giving offence to those among whom he 
was obliged to live, and resumed his labours with 
incredible eagerness and perseverance, his spirits 
being supported by the success of some severe 
philippics, whichhe occasionally published against 
the author of his misfortune. 

Nor was his humanity unemployed in the 
vacations of his revenge ! a man must be void of 
all sympathy and compassion, who can reside 
among so many miserable objects without feeling 
an inclination to relieve their distress. Every 
day almost presented to his view such lamentable 
scenes as were most likely to attract his notice 
and engage his benevolence. Reverses of fortune, 
attended with the most deplorable circumstances 
of domestic woe, were continually intruding upon 
his acquaintance; his ears were invaded with the 
cries of the hapless wife, who, from the enjoyment 
of affluence and pleasure, was forced to follow 
her husband to this abode of wretchedness and 
want ; his eyes were every minute assailed with 
the naked and meagre appearances of hunger 
and cold ; and his fancy teemed with a thousand 
aggravations of their misery. 

Thus situated, his purse was never shut while 
his heart remained open. Without reflecting 
upon the slenderuess of his store, he exercised 



his charity to all the children of distress, and 
acquired a popularity which, though pleasing, 
was far from being profitable. In short, his 
bounty kept no pace with his circumstances; 
and, in a little time, he was utterly exhausted. 
He had recourse to his bookseller, from whom, 
with great difficulty, he obtained a small rein- 
forcement, and immediately relapsed into the 
same want of retention. He was conscious of 
his infirmity, and found it incurable : he foresaw 
that by his own industry he should never be able 
to defray the expense of these occasions; and 
this reflection sunk deep into his mind. The 
approbation of the public, which he had earned 
or might acquire, like a cordial often repeated, 
began to lose its effect upon his imagination ; 
Iiis health suffered by his sedentary life and aus- 
tere application ; his eyesight failed, his appetite 
forsook him, his spirits decayed, so that he became 
melancholy, listless, and altogether incapable of 
prosecuting the only means he had left for his 
subsistence ; and, what did not at all contribute 
to the alleviation of these particulars, he was 
given to understand by his lawyer, that he had 
lost his cause, and was condemned in costs. 
Even this was not the most mortifying piece of 
intelligence he received : he at the same time 
learned that his bookseller was bankrupt, and 
his friend Crabtree at the point of death. 

These were comfortable considerations to a 
youth of Peregrine's disposition, which was so 
capricious that the more his misery increased, 
the more haughty and inflexible he became. 
Rather than be beholden to Hatchway, who still 
hovered about the gate, eager for an opportunity 
to assist him, he chose to undergo the want of 
almost every convenience of life; and actually 
pledged his wearing-apparel to an Irish pawn- 
broker in the Fleet, for money to purchase those 
things, without which he must have absolutely 
perished. He was 'gradually irritated by his 
misfortunes into a rancorous resentment against 
mankind in general ; and his heart so alienated 
from the enjoyments of life, that he did not care 
how soon he quitted his miserable existence. 
Though he had shocking examples of the vicis- 
situdes of fortune continually before his eyes, he 
could never be reconciled to the idea of living, 
like his fellow-sufferers, in the most abject degree 
of dependence. If he refused to accept of favours 
from nis own allies and intimate friends, whom 
he had formerly obliged, it is not to be supposed 
that he would listen to proposals of that kind from 
any of his fellow-prisoners with whom he had 
contracted acquaintance : he was even more cau- 
tious than ever of incurring obligations ; he now 
shunned his former messmates, in order to avoid 
disagreeable tenders of friendship. Imagining 
that he perceived an inclination in the clergyman 
to learn the state of his finances, he discouraged 
and declined the explanation, and at length se- 
cluded himself from all society. 
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CHAPTER CI. 

He receives an unexpected Visit ; and the Clouds of 
Misfortune begin to separate. 

While he pined in this forlorn condition, with 
an equal abhorrence of the world and liimselfi 
Captain Gauntlet arrived in town, in order to 
employ his interest for promotion in the army ; 
and, in consequence of his wife's particular desire, 
made it his business to inquire for Peregrine, to 
whom he longed to l>e reconciled, even though 
at the expense of a slight submission; but lie 
could hear no tidings of him at the place to 
which he was directed, and, on the supposition 
that our hero had gone to reside in the country, 
applied himself to his own business, with inten- 
tion to renew his inquiries after that affair should 
be transacted. He communicated his demands 
to hi$ supposed patron, who had assumed the 
merit of making him a captain, and been gratiBed 
with a valuable present on that consideration, 
and was cajoled with hopes of succeeding in his 
present aim by the same interest. 

Meanwhile, he became acquainted with one of 
the clerks belonging to the War- office, whose 
advice and assistance, he was told, would be a 
furtherance to his scheme. As he had occasion 
to discourse with this gentleman upon the cir- 
cumstances of his expectation, he learned that 
the nobleman upon whom he depended was a 
person of no consequence in the state, and 
altogether incapable of assisting him in his 
advancement; at the same time his counsellor 
expressed his surprise that Captain Gauntlet did 
not rather interest in his cause the noble peer, to 
Avhose good offices he owed his last commission. 

This remark introduced an explanation, by 
which Godfrey discovered, to his infinite aston- 
ishment, the mistake in which he had continued 
so long with regard to his patron ; though he 
could not divine the motive which induced a 
nobleman, with whom he had no acquamtance 
or connection, to interpose his influence in his 
behalf. Whatsoever that might be, he thought 
it was his duty to make his acknowledgment ; 
and for that purpose went next morning to his 
house, where he was politely received, and given 
to understand that Mr. Pickle was the person to 
whose friendship he was indebted for his last 
promotion. 

Inexpressible were the transports of gratitude, 
affection, and remorse, that took possession of 
the soul of Gauntlet when this mystery was un- 
folded. '* Good Heaven I " cried he, lifting up 
his hands ; "have I lived so long in a state of 
animosity with my benefactor? I intended to 
have reconciled myself to him, at any rate, before 
I was sensible of this obligation ; but now I shall 
not enjoy a moment's quiet until I have an op- 
portunity of expressing to him my sense of his 
heroic friendship. I presume, from the nature of 
the favour conferred upon him in my behalf, that 
Mr. Pickle is well known to your lordship ; and I 
should think myself extremely happy, if you could 
inform me in what part of the country he is to 
be found; for the person with whom he lodged 



some time ago could give me no intelligence of 
his motions. 

The nobleman, touched with this instance of 
generous self-denial in Peregrine, as well as with 
the sensibility of his friend, lamented the unhap- 
piness of our hero, while he gave Gauntlet to 
understand that he had been long disordered in 
his intellects, in consequence of having squandered 
away his fortune, and that his creditors had thrown 
him into the Fleet prison ; but whether he still 
continued in that confinement, or was released 
from his misfortunes by death, his lordship did 
not know, because he had never inquired. 

Godfrey no sooner received this intimation, 
than, his blood 1>oiling with grief and impati- 
ence, he craved pardon for his abrupt departure ; 
then, quitting his informer on the instant, re-em- 
barked in his hackney-coach, and ordered himself 
to be conveyed directly to the Fleet. As the 
vehicle proceeded along one side of the market, 
he was surprised with the appearance of Hatch- 
way and Pipes, who stood cheapening cauliflowers 
at a green-stall ; their heaas being cased in 
worsted nightcaps, lialf covered with their hats, 
and a short tobacco-pipe in the mouth of each. 
He was rejoiced at sight of the two seamen, 
which he took for a happy omen of finding his 
friend ; and, ordering the coachman to stop the 
carriage, called to the lieutenant bv his name. 
Jack, replying with an hilloah, looking behind 
him, and recognizing the face of his old acquaint- 
ance, ran up to the coach with great eagerness. 
Shaking the captain heartily by the hand, ** Odd's 
heart ! ' said he, '*I am glad thou hast fallen in 
with us ; we shall now be able to find the trim 
of the vessel, and lay her about on t'other tack. 
For my own part, I have liad many a consort in 
my time, that is, in the way of good-fellowship, 
and I always made shift to wear 'em at one time 
or another ; but this headstrong toad will neither 
obey the helm nor the sheet ; and, for aught I 
know, will founder where a lies at anchor." 

Gauntlet, who conceived part of his meaning, 
alighted immediately; and, being conducted to 
the sailor s lodging, was informed of everything 
that had passed between the lieutenant and Pickle. 
He, in his turn, communicated to Jack the dis- 
covery which he had made with regard to his 
commission ; at which the other gave no signs of 
surprise, but, taking the pipe from his mouth, 
**Why, look ye, captain," said he, "that's not 
the only good turn you have owed him. That 
same money you received from the commodore, 
as an old debt, was all a sham, contrived by 
Pickle for your service ; but a wool drive under 
his bare poles, without sails and rigging, or a 
mess of provision on board, rather than t£dce the 
same assistance from another man." 

Godfrey was not only amazed, but chagrined 
at the knowledge of this anecdote, which gave 
umbrage to his pride, while it stimulated his 
desire of doing something in return for the obli- 
gation. He inquired into the present circum- 
stances of the prisoner ; and, understanding that 
he was indisposed, and but indifferently provided 
with the common necessaries of life, though still 
deaf to all offers of assistance, began to be ex- 
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tremely concerned at the account of his savage 
obstinacy and pride, which would, he feared, 
exchide him from the privilege of relieving him 
in his distress. However, he resolved to leave 
no expedient untried, that might have any tend- 
ency to surmount such destructive prejudice ; and, 
eritering the jail, was directed to the apartment 
of the wretched prisoner. He knocked softly at 
the door, and when it was opened, started back 
with horror and astonishment. The figure that 
presented itself to his view was the remains of 
his once happy friend ; but so miserably altered 
and disguised that his features were scarce cognis- 
able. The florid, the sprightly, the gay, the 
elevated youth, was now metamorphosed into a 
wan, dejected, meagi-e, squalid spectre, the hol- 
low-eyed representative oi distemper, indigence, 
and despair ; yet his eyes retained a certain fero- 
city, which threw a dismal gleam athwart the 
cloudiness of his aspect, and he, in silence, viewed 
his old companion with a look betokening con- 
fusion and disdain. As for Gauntlet, he could 
not, without emotion, behold such a woeful reverse 
of fate, in a person for whom he entertained the 
noblest sentiments of friendship, gratitude, and 
esteem ; his sorrow was at first too big for utter- 
ance, and he shed a flood of tears before he 
could pronounce one word. 

Peregrine, in spite of his misanthropy, could 
not help being affected with this uncommon testi- 
mony of regard ; but he strove to stifle his sens- 
ations ; his brows contracted themselves into a 
severe frown ; his eyes kindled into the appear- 
ance of live coals ; he waved with his hand, in 
signal for Godfrey to be gone, and leave such a 
wretch as him to the miseries of his fate ; and, 
finding nature too strong to be suppressed, uttered 
a deep groan, and wept aloud. 

The soldier, seeing him thus melted, unable 
to restrain the strong impulse of his affection, 
sprang towards him, and, clasping him in his 
arms, "My dearest friend, and best benefactor," 
said he, "I am come hither to humble myself 
for the offence I was so unhappy as to give at 
our last parting ; to beg a reconciliation, to thank 
you for the ease and affluence I have enjoyed 
through your means, and to rescue you, in spite 
of yourself, from this melancholy situation, of 
which, but an hour ago, I was utterly ignorant. 
Do not deny me the satisfaction of acquitting 
myself, in point of duty and obligation. You 
must certainly have had some regard for a person 
in whose favour you have exerted yourself so 
much ; and if any part of that esteem remains, 
you will not refuse him an opportunity of ap- 
proving himself, in some measure, worthy of it. 
Let me not suffer the most mortifying of all 
repulses,, that of slighted friendship ; but kindly 
sacrifice your resentment and inflexibility to the 
request of one, who is at all times ready to sacri- 
fice his life for your honour and advantage. If 
you will not yield to my entreaties, have some 
regard ta the wishes of my Sophy, who laid me 
under the strongest injunctions to solicit your 
forgiveness, even before she knew how much I 
was indebted to your generosity ; or, if that con- 
sideration should be of no weight, I hoipe you 



will relax a little for the sake of poor Emilia, 
whose resentment has been long subdued by her 
affection, and who now droops in secret at your 
neglect." 

Every word of this address, delivered in the 
most pathetic manner, made an impression upon 
the mind of Peregrine. He was affected with 
the submission of his friend, who in reality had 
given him no just cause to complain : he knew 
that no ordinary motive had swayed him to a 
condescension so extraordinary in a man of his 
punctilious temper ; he considered it, therefore, 
as the genuine effect of eager gratitude and dis- 
interested love, and his heart began to relent 
accordingly. When he heard himself conjured 
in the name of the gentle Sophy, his obstinacy 
was quite overcome.; and when Emilia was re- 
called to his remembrance, his Whole frame under- 
went a violent agitation. He took his friend by 
the hand, with a softened look ; and as soon as 
he recovered the faculty of Speedh, which had 
been overpowered in the conflict of passions that 
transported him, protested that he retained no 
vestige of animosity, but considered him in the 
light of an affectionate comrade, the ties of whose 
friendship adversity could not unbind. He men- \ 
tioned Sophy in the most respectful terlhs?; spoke 
of Emilia with the niost reverential awe, as the 
object of his inviolable love slnd veneration, but 
disclaimed all hope of ever more attracting her 
regard, and excused himself from" profiting by 
Godfrey's kind intention, declaring, with a reso- 
lute air, that he had broken off all connection 
with mankind, and that he impatiently longed 
for the hour of his dissolution, which, if it should 
not soon arrive by the course of nature, he "was 
resolved to hasten with his own hands, rather 
than be exposed to ,the contempt, and more in- 
tolerable pity, of a rascally world. 

Gauntlet argued against this frantic determina- 
tion with all the vehemente of expostulating 
friendship ; but his remonstrances didndt jiroduce 
the desired effect upon our desperate hfero, who 
calmly refuted all his arguments, and asserted 
the rectitude of his design from the pretended 
maxims of reason and true philosophy. While 
this dispute was carried on with eagerness on 
one side and deliberation on. the other, a letter 
was brought to Peregrine, who threw it carelessly 
aside unopened, though the superscription was 
in a handwriting to which he was a* stranger ; 
and in all probability the contents would never 
have been perused, had not Gauntlet insisted 
upon his waiving all ceremony, and reading it 
forthwith. I'hus solicited, Pickle unsealed the 
billet, which to his no small surprise, contained 
the following intimation : — ^ 

" Mr. p. Pickle,— Sir, — ^This comes fo inform you, 
that, after many dangers and disappointments, I am, by 
the blessing of God, ^safely arrived in the Downs, on board 
of the Gomberoon Indiaman, having mad^ a tolerable 
voyage ; by which I hope I sh^l be enabled to repay, 
wim mterest, the seven hmidred pounds which I borrowed 
of yoQ before my departure from England. I take this 
opportunity of writing by our purser, who goes express 
with deqntches for the ooflqMitiy,'that you may have this 
satisfactory notice as sdon as possible, relating to one 
whom I suppose you have longgiven over as lost. I have 
enclos^ffd it in a letter to nfy brol^fer, who, I hope, kftows 
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your address, and will forward it accordingly : and I am, 
with respect, sir, your most humble servant, , 

" Benjamik Chintz." 

He had no sooner taken a cursory view of 
this agreeable epistle, than his countenance cleared 
up, and reaching it to his friend, with a smile, 
"There,** said he, "is a more convincing argu- 
tnent on your side of the question than all the 
casuists in the universe can advance*'* Gauntlet, 
wondering at this observation, took the paper, 
and, casting his eyes gi^eedily upon the contents, 
congratulated him upon the receipt of it, with 
extravagant demonstiations of joy. ''Not on 
account of the sum," said he, "which, upon my 
honour, I would witli pleasure pay three times 
over for your convenience and satisfaction ; but 
because it seems to have reconciled yon to life, and 
disposed your mind lor re^enjoying the comforts 
of society." 

The instantaneous effect which this unexpected 
smile of fortiine pmduoed in the appearance of 
our adventurer is altogether inconceivable ; it 
plumped up Iris cheeks in a moment, unbended 
and enlightened every feature of his fisice ; elevated 
his head, which had begun to sink as it were 
between his shoulders; and, from a squeaking, 
dispirited tone, swelled up his voice to a clear, 
manly accent. Godfrey, taking advantage of this 
favourable change, began to regale him with 
prospects of future success : he reminded him of 
his youth and qualifications, which were certainly 
designed for better days than those he had as yet 
seen ; he pointed out various paths by which he 
might arrive at wealth and reputation ; he im- 
portuned him to accept of a sum for his immediate 
occasions ; and earnestly begged that he would 
allow him to discharge the debt for which he 
was confined, ob<^erving that Sophy's fortune had 
enabled him to exhibit that proof of his gratitude 
without any detriment to his affah's, and protesting 
that he sliould not believe himself in possession 
of Mr. Pickle's esteem, unless he was permitted 
to make some sudi return of good-will to the 
man who had not only raised him from indigence 
and scorn to competence and reputable rank, 
but also empowered him to obtain the possession 
of an excellent woman, who had filled up the 
measure of his felicity. 

Peregrine declared himself already overpaid 
lor all his good ofhces by the pleasure he enjoyed 
in employing tliem, and the happy effects they 
liad produced in the mutual satisfaction of two 
persons so dear to his affection ; and assured his 
friend that one time or other he would set his 
conscience at ease, and remove the scruples of 
his honour by liaving recom'se to his assistance ; 
but, at present, he could not make use of his 
friendship without giving just cause of offence to 
honest Hatchway, who was prior to him in point 
of solicitation, and had manifested his attachment 
M'ith surprising obstinacy and pecseverance. 



CHAPTER CII. 

Peregrine reconciles himself to the Lieutenant, and renews 
his Connection with Society — Divers Plans are pro-; 
jected in his behalf ; and he has occasion to oadubiC » 
remarkable Proof of Self-denial. 

The captain, with reluctance, yielded' the pre- 
ference in this particular to Jack, wlio Was im- 
mediately invited to a conference by a n6t6, 
subscribed with Pickle's own hand. He warf 
found at the prison-gate waiting for Gauntlet, to 
know the issue of his negotiation. He no sooner 
received this summons, than he set all his sails, 
and made the best of his way to his friend's 
apartment, being admitted by the turnkey, in 
consequence of Peregrine's request, communicated 
by the messenger who carried the billet. Pipes 
followed close in the wake of his shipmate ; and, 
in a few minutes after the note had been de* 
spatched. Peregrine and Gauntlet heard' the sound 
of the stump ascending the wooden staircase with 
such velocity, that they at first mistook it for the 
application of drumsticks to the head of an empty 
baiTcl. niis uncommon speed, however, was' 
attended with a misfortune. He chanced to 
overlook a small defect in one of the steps, and 
his prop plunging into a hole, he fell backwards, 
to the. imminent danger of his life. Tom waS 
luckily at his back, and sustained him in his arms^ 
so that he escaped without any other damage than 
the loss of his wooden leg, which was snapped! 
in the middle by the weight of his body in falling ; 
and such was his impatience, that he would npt 
give himself the trouble to disengage the fractured' 
member. Unbuckling tlie whole equipage in- a 
trice, he left it sticking in the crevice, saying a' 
rotten cable was not worth heaving up, and in^ 
this natural state of mutilation hopped ihtci the' 
room with infinite expedition. 

Peregrine, taking him cordially by the hilhd, 
seated him upon one Side of his bed ; and-ttfteif 
having made an apolc^for that reserve of Wt^kli 
he had so justly complained, asked if h^ could 
conveniently accommodate him with the loan of 
twenty guineas. The lieutenant, without openmg^ 
his mouth, pulled out his purse ; and Pipes, who 
overheard tlie demand, applying the whistle to 
his lips, performed a loud overture in token of 
his joy. Matters being thus brought to an ac- 
commodation, our hero told the captain th«t he 
should be glad of his company at dinner with 
their common friend Hatchway, if he would in 
the mean time leave him to the ministry of Pipe^ ;. 
and the soldier went away for the present, inofder 
to pay a short visit to his uncle, who tx that time' 
languished in a declining state of health, pt^Miis-' 
ing to return at the appointed hour. 

The lieutenant, having surveyed the dJsiftJiI 
appearance of his friend, could not help being 
fnovedat the spectacle, and began to upbraid' him 
with his obstinate pride; whk!h, he swore, was 
no better than self-murder : but the yoong gentle- 
man interrupted him in the- course "of his moralis- 
ing, by telling him he had reasons for his conducf; 
which, perhaps, he should impart in due Season \ 
but, at present, his design was to alter thar plffti 
of behaviouTi and mal» himself some amends 
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for the misery he had undergone. He accordingly 
sent Pipes to redeem his clothes from the pant'n- 
broker*s wardrobe, and bespeak something com- 
fortable for dinner. When Godfrey came back, 
he was very agreeably surprised to see such a 
favourable alteration in his externals ; for, by the 
assistance of his valet, he had purified himself 
from the dregs of his distress, and now appeared 
in a decent suit, with clean linen, while his face 
was disencumbered of the hair that overshadowed 
it, and his apartment prepared for the reception 
of company. 

They enjoyed their meal with great satis&ction, 
entertaining one another with a recapitulation of 
their former adventures at the garrison. In the 
afternoon, Gauntlet taking his leave, in order to 
write a letter to his sister, at the desire of his 
uncle, who finding his end approaching, wanted 
to see her without loss of time, — Peregrine made 
his appearance on the Bare, and was compli- 
mented, on his coming abroad again, not only 
by his old messmates, who had not seen him for 
many weeks, but by a number of those objects 
whom his liberality had fed before his funds were ^ 
exhausted. Hatchway was, by his interest with 
the warden, put in possession of his former 
quarters, and Pipes despatched to make inquiry 
about Crabtree at his former lodging, where he 
learned that the misanthrope, after a very severe 
fit of illness, was removed to Kensington Gravel- 
pits, for the convenience of breathing a purer air 
than that of London. 

In consequence of this information. Peregrine, 
who knew the narrowness of the old gentleman's 
fortune, next day desired his friend Gauntlet to 
take the trouble of visiting him, in his name, 
with a letter, in which he expressed great concern 
for his indisposition, gave him notice of the 
fortunate intelligence he had received from the 
Downs, and conjured him to make use of his 
purse, if he was in the least hampered in his 
circumstances. The captain took coach immedi- 
atdy, and set out for the place, according to the 
direction which Pipes had procured. 

Cadwallader, having seen him at Bath, knew 
him again at first sight ; and though reduced to 
a skeleton, believed himself in such a fair way 
of doing well, that he would have accompanied 
him to the Fleet immediately, had not he been 
restrained by his nurse, who was, by his physician, 
invested with full authority to dispute and oppose 
his will in everything that she should think pre- 
judicial to his health ; for he was considered by 
those who had the care of him as an old humorist, 
not a little distempered in his brain. He inquired 
particularly about the sailors, who, he said, had 
deterred him from carrying on his usual corre- 
spondence with Pickle, and been the immediate 
cause of his indisposition, by terrifying him into 
a fever. Understanding that the breach between 
Pickle and Hatchway was happily cemented, and 
that he was no longer in any danger from the lieu- 
tenant's resentment, he promised to be at the Fleet 
with the first convenient opportunity ; and, in the 
mean time, wrote an answer to Peregrine's letter, 
importing that he was obliged to him for his offer, 
but had not the least occasion for his assistance. 



In a few dajrs our adventurer recovered his 
vigour, complexion, and vivacity; he mingled 
again in the diversions and parties of the place ; 
and he received, in a little time, the money he 
had lent upon bottomry, which, together with 
the interest, amounted to upwards of eleven 
hundred pounds. The possession of this sum, 
while it buoyed up his spirits, involved him in 
perplexity. Sometimes he thought it was incum- 
bent upon him, as a man of honour, to employ 
the greatest part of it in diminishing the debt for 
which he suffered ; on the other hand, he con- 
sidered that obligation effaced by the treacherous 
behaviour of his creditor, who had injured him 
to ten times the value of the sum ; and in these 
sentiments entertained thoughts of attempting his 
escape from prison, with a view of conveying 
himself, with the shipwreck of his fortune, to 
another eountry, in which he might use it to 
better advantage. 

Both suggestions were attended with such 
doubts and (difficulties, that he hesitated between 
them, and for the present laid out a thousand 
pounds in stock, the interest of which, together 
with the fruits of his own industry, he hoped, 
would support him above want in his confine- 
ment, until something should occur, that would 
point out the expediency of some other deter- 
mination. Gauntlet still insisted upon having 
the honour of obtaining his liberty, at the expense 
of taking up his notes to Gleanum, and exhorted 
him to purchase a cdmmission with part of the 
money which he had retrieved. The lieutenant 
affirmed, that it was his privilege to procure the 
release of his cousin Pickle, because he enjoyed 
a very handsome sum by his aunt, which of right 
belonged to the young gentleman, to whom he 
was, moreover, indebted for the use of his furni- 
ture, and for the very house that stood over his 
head ; and that, although he had already made 
a will in his favour, he should never be satisfied, 
nor easy in his mind, so long as he remained 
deprived of his liber^, and wanted any of the 
conveniences of life. 

Cadwallader, who by this time assisted at 
their counsels, and was best acquainted with the 
peculiarity and unbending disposition of the 
youth, proposed, that, seemg he was so averse 
to obligations, Mr. Hatchway should purchase 
of him the garrison with its appendages, which, 
at a moderate price, would sell for more money 
than would be sufiicient to discharge his debts ; 
that, if the servile subordination of the army did 
not suit his inclinations, he might, with his i-ever- 
sion, buy a comfortable annuity, and retire with 
him to the country, where he might live absolutely 
independent, and entertain himself^as usual, with 
the ridiculous characters of mankind. 

This plan was, to Pickle, less disagreeable than 
any other project which had as yet been suggested ; 
and the lieutenant declared himself ready to exe- 
cute his part of it without delay ; but the soldier 
was mortified at the thoughts of seeing his assist- 
ance unnecessary, and eagerly objected to the 
retirement, as a scheme that would blast the 
fairest promises of fame and fortune, and bury 
his youth and talents in solitude and obscurity. 
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This earnest opposition on the part of Gauntlet 
hindered our adventurer from formmg any imme- 
diate resolution ; which was also retarded by his 
unwillingness to part with the ^rrison upon any 
terms, because he looked upon it as a part of his 
inheritance, which he could not dispose of, with- 
out committing an insult upon the memory of the 
deceased commodore. 



CHAPTER cm. 

He is eneaged in a rery extraordinary Correspondence, 
which is interrupted by a tery unexpected event. 

While this affair was in agitation, the captain 
told him, in the course o? conversation, that 
Emilia was arrived in town, and had inquired 
about Mr. Pickle with such an eagerness of con- 
cern, as seemed to proclaim that she was in some 
measure informed of his misfortune : he therefore 
desired to know if he might be allowed to make 
her acquainted with his situation, provided he* 
should be again importuned by her on that sub- 
ject, which he had at first industriously waived. 
This proof, or rather presumption, of her sym- 
pathizing regard, did not fail to operate power- 
fully upon the bosom of Peregrine, which was 
immediately filled with those tumults which love, 
ill stifled, frequently excites. He observed, that 
his disgrace was such as could not be effectually 
concealed; therefore he saw.no reason for de- 
pnving himself of Emilia's compassion, since he 
was for ever excluded from her affection ; and 
desired Godfrey to present to his sister the lowly 
respects of a despairing lover. 

But, notwithstanding his declaration of despond- 
ence on this head, his imagination involuntarily 
teemed with more agreeable ideas : the proposal 
of Crabtree had taken root in his reflection, and 
he could not help forming plans of pastoral 
felicity, in the arms of the lovely Emilia, remote 
from those pompous scenes which he now detested 
and despised. He amused his fancy with the 
prospect of being able to support her in a state 
of independency, by means of the slender annuity 
which it was in his power to purchase, together 
with the fruits of those endeavoui-s, which would 
profitably employ his vacant hours; and foresaw 
provision for his growing family in the friendship 
of the lieutenant, who had already constituted 
him his heir. He even parcelled out his hours 
among the necessary cares of the world, the 
pleasures of domestic bliss, and the enjoyments 
of a country life ; and spent the night in ideal 
parties with his charming bride, sometimes walk- 
ing by the sedgy banks of some transparent stream, 
sometimes pruning the luxuriant vine, and some- 
times sitting in social converse with her in a shady 
grove of his own planting. 

These, however, were no more than the shadowy 
phantoms of imagination, which, he well knew, 
would never be realized : not that he believed 
such happiness unattainable by a person in his 
circumstances ; but because he would not stoop 



to propose a scheme which might, in any shape, 
seem to interfere with the interest of Emilia, or 
subject himself to a repulse from that young lad)r, 
who had rejected his addresses in the zenith of h» 
fortune. While he diverted himself with these 
agreeable reveries, an unexpected event inter- 
vened, in which she and her brother were deeply 
interested. The uncle was tapped for the dropy, 
and died in a few days after the operation; 
having bequeathed, in his will, five thousand 
pounds to his nephew, and twice that sum to his 
niece, who had always enjoyed the greatest share 
of his favour. 

If our adventurer, before this occuiTcnce, 
looked upon his love for Emilia as a passion 
which it was necessary, at any rate, to conquer 
or suppress, he now considered her accession of 
fortune as a circumstance which confirmed that 
necessity, and resolved to discourage every thought 
on that subject which should tend to the pro- 
pagation of hope. One day, in the midst of a 
conversation calculated for the purpose, Godfrey 
put into his hand a letter directed to Mr. Pickle, 
in the handwriting of Emilia ; which the youth no 
sooner recognized, than his cheeks were covered 
with a crimson dye, and he began to tremble 
with violent agitation; for he at once guessed 
the import of the billet, which he kissed with great 
reverence and devotion ; and was not at all sur- 
prised when he read the following words : — 

"Sir,— I have performed a sufficient sacrifice to my 
reputation, in retaming hitherto the appearance of that 
resentment which I had long a^o dismissed ; and as the 
late favourable change in my situation empowers me to 
avow my genuine sentiments, without fear of censure or 
suspicion of mercenary design, I take this ooportunity to 
assure you, that, if I still maintain that place in your 
heart wnich I was vain enough to think I once possessed, 
I am willing to make the first advances to an accommoda- 
tion ; and have actually furnished my brother with full 
powers to conclude it in the name of your appeased 

" Emilia." 

Pickle, having kissed the subscription with 
great ardour, fell upon his knees, and, lifting up 
his eyes, "Thank Heaven !" cried he, with an 
air of transport, *'I have not been mistaken in 
my opinion of that generous maid:*! believed 
her inspired with the most dignified and heroic 
sentiments, and now she gives me a convincing 
proof of her magnanimity : it is now my business 
to prove myiself worthy of her regard. May 
Heaven inflict upon me the keenest arrows of its 
vengeance, if I do not, at this instant, contem- 

J>late the character of Emilia with the most per* 
ect love and adoration ; yet, amiable and enchant- 
ing as she is, I am more than ever determined to 
sacrifice the interest of my passion to my glory, 
though mv life should fail in the contest ; and 
even to refuse an offer, which otherwise, the whole 
universe should not bribe me to forego. '* 

This declaration was not so unexpected as un- 
welcome to his friend Gauntlet, who represented 
tliat his glory was not at all interested in the affair; 
because he had already vindicated his generosity, 
in repeated proffers to lay his whole fortune at 
Emilia's feet, when it was impossible that any- 
thing selfish could enter into the proposal ; but 
that, in rejecting her present purpose, he would 
give the world an opportunity to say that his pride 
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was capricious, liis obstinacy invincibk ; and his 
sister would have undeniable reason to believe, 
.that either his passion for her was dissembled, or 
the ardour of it considerably abated. 

In answer to these remonstrances, Pickle 
obsorved, that he had long set the world at de- 
£ance ; and, as to the opinion of Emilia, he did 
not doubt that she would applaud m her heart the 
resolution he had taken, and do justice to the 
purity of his intention. It was not an easy task 
to divert our hero from his designs at any time of 
life ; but, since his confinement, his inflexibility 
was become almost insurmountable. The cap- 
tain, therefore, after having discharged his con- 
science, in assuring him that his siiiter's happiness 
was at stake, that his mother had approved of the 
step she had taken, and that he himself should be 
extremely mortified at his refusal, forbore to press 
him with farther argument, which served only to 
rivet him the more strongly in his own opinion ; 
and undertook to deliver this answer to Emilia's 
letter : — 

*' Madam, — That 1 revere the dignity of your virtue 
• with the utmost veneration, and love you infinitely more 
than life, I am at all dnies ready to demonstrate ; but the* 
sacrifice to honour it is now my turn to pay ; and^ such is 
the rigour of my destiny, that, in order to justify jrour 
generosity, I must refuse to profit by your condescension. 
■ Madam, I am doomed to be for ever wretched ; and to 
sigh, without ceasing, for the possession of that jewel, 
which, though now in my offer, I dare not enjoy. I shall 
not pretend to express the anguish that tears my heart 
whilst I communicate this fatal renunciation ; but appeal 
to the delicacy of your own sentiments, which can judge 
of my sufferings, and will, doubtless, do justice to the 
self-denial of your forlorn * ' JP. Pickle. " 

Emilia, who knew the nicety of our hero's 
pride, had foreseen the purport of this epistle 
before it came to her hands ; she did not therefore 
despair of success, nor desist from the prosecution 
of her plan, which was no other than that of 
securing her own happiness, in espousing th.e man 
upon whom she had fixed her imaltsrable affec-, 
tion. Confident of his honour, and fully satisfied 
of the mutual passion with which they were in- 
spired, she gradually decoyed him into a literary 
correspondence, wherein she attempted to refiite 
the aiguments on which he grounded his refusal ; 
and, without doubt, the young gentleman was 
not a little pleased with the enjoyment of such 
delightful commerce, in the course of which he 
had, more than ever, an opportunity of admiring 
the poignancy of her wit and the elegance of her 
.understanding. 

The contemplation of such excellence, while it 
(Strengthened the chains with which she held him 
enslaved, added emulation to the other motives 
.'that induced him to maintain the dispute; and 
much subtlety of reasoning was expended upon 
both sides of this very particular question, with- 
out any prospect of conviction on either part, till 
at last she began to despair of making him a pro- 
selyte to her opinion by dint of argument, and 
resolved for the future, to apply herself chiefly to. 
.the irresistible prepossessions of his love, which 
were not at all dimini^ed or impaired by the' 
•essays of her pen. With this view she proposed 
a conference, pretending that it was impossible to 
convey all her reflections upon this subject in a 



series of ^Oft^ietters; iand^GodjfiFeyondertook to 
bail him for the day ; but, 'cooscious of her power, 
he would not trust htmse^ in her |>resence, though 
his heart throbbed mtfa all theieagemess of desire 
to see her foir eyes disrobed of that T^onlraent 
which they had worn so long, and^to 'enjoythe 
lavishing sw«etS'of a fond reconciliation. 

Nature could not have 'held out against such 
powerful attacks had not the pride and caprice of 
his disposition been gratified to the full in the 
triumph of his resistance : he looked upon the 
contest as altogether original, and persevered with 
obstinacy, because he thought himself sure of 
favourable terms, whenever he- should be dis- 
posed to capitulate. Perhaps he might have 
overshot himself in the cause of his perseverance : 
a young lady of Emilia's fortune and attractions 
could not fail to find herself surrounded by 
temptations which few women can resist : she 
might have misinterpreted the meaning of some 
paragraph, or taken imibrage at an unguarded 
expression in one of Peregrine's letters : she might 
have been tired out by his obstinate peculiarity, 
or, at the long run, construed It into madness, 
slight, or indifference ; or, rather than waste her 
prime in fruitless endeavours to subdue the pride 
of a headstrong humorist, she might have listened 
to the voice of some admirer, fraught with quali- 
fications sufficient to engage her esteem and affec- 
tion ; but all these possibilities were providentially 
prevented by an accident, attended with more im- 
portant consequences than any we have hitherto 
recounted. 

Early one morning, Pipes was disturbed by the 
arrival of a messenger, who had been sent express 
fVom the country by Mr. Clover, with a packet 
for the lieutenant, and arrived in town over-night; 
but as he was obliged to have recourse to the 
information of Jack's correspondent in the city, 
touching the place of his abode, before he de- 
manded entrance at the Fleet, the gate was shut ; 
nor would the turnkeys admit him, although he 
told them that he was charged with a message 
of the utmost consequence ; so that he was fain 
to tarry till daybreak, when he, at his earnest 
solicitation, was allowed to enter. 

Hatchway, opening the packet, found a letter 
enclosed for Peregrine, with an earnest request 
that he should forward it to the hands of that 
young gentleman with all possible despatch. 
Jack, who could not dive into the meaning of 
this extraordinary injunction, began to imagine 
that Mrs. Clover lay at the point of death, and 
wanted to take her last farewell of her brother ; 
and this conceit worked so strongly upon his im- 
agination, that, while he huddled on his clothes, 
and made the best of his way to the apartment 
of our hero, he could not help cursing, within 
himself, the folly of the husband in sending such 
disagreeable messages to a man of Peregrine's 
impatient temper, already soured by his own 
uneasy situation. This reflection would have 
induced him to suppress the letter, had not he 
been afraid to tamper with the ticklish disposition 
of his friend, to whom, while he delivered it, 
** As for my own part," said he, "mayhap I may 
have as much natural affection as another ; but. 
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when my spouse parted, I borjs my misfortune 
like a firitisli man and a Cl^ristian ; for why ? he's 
no better than a fresh-water sailor, who knows 
not how to stem the curirent of mischance. " 

Pickle, beiug waked from a pleasant dream, in 
which the fair £milia was principally concerned, 
and hearing this strange preamble, sat up in 
his bed, and unsealed the letter in a state of 
mortification and disgust; but what were the 
. emotions of his soul, when he read the following 
intimation ! — 

** Dear Brothkh,— It hath pleased God to take your 
father suddenly off, by a fit of apoplexy ; and, as he has 
died intestate, I give you this notice, that you may, with 
all speed, come down and take possession of your right in 
despite of Master Gam and his mother, who, you may be 
sure, do not sit easy under this unexpected dispensation 
of Providence. I have, by virtue of beine a justice of the 
peace, taken such precautions as I thought necessary for 
your advantage ; and the funeral shall be deferred until 
your pleasure be known. Your sister, though sincerely 
afflicted by her father's fate, submits to the will of Heaven 
with laudable resignation, and begs you will set out for 
this place without delay ; in which request she is joined 
by, sir, your affectionate brother, and humble servant, 

" Charles Clover." 

Peregrine, at first, looked upon this epistle as 
a mere illusion of the brain, and a continuation 
of the reverie in which he had been engaged. 
-He read it ten times over, without being per- 
suaded that he was actually awake ; he rubbed 
-his eyes, and shook his head, in order to shake 
off the drowsy vapours that surrounded him ; he 
hemmed thrice with great vociferation, snapped 
his fingers, tweaked liis nose, started up from his 
bed, and, opening the casement, took a survey 
of the well-known objects that appeared on each 
side of his habitation. Everything seemed con- 
gruous and connected, and he said within himself, 
**' Sure this is the most distinct dream that ever 
sleep produced. " Then he had recourse again to 
the paper, which he carefully perused, without 
finding any variation from his first notion of the 
•contents. 

Hatchway, seeing 2SX his extravagances of 
action, accompanied with a wild stare of distrac- 
tion, began to believe that his head was at length 
fairly turned, and was really meditating means for 
securing his person, when Pickle, in a tone of 
surprise, exclaimed, '^Good God! am I or am 
I not awake?" — ** Why look ye, cousin Pickle," 
replied the lieutenant, *' that is a question which 
the deep sea-line of my understanding is not long 
enough to sound ; but howsomever, thof I can't 
tnist to the observation I have taken, it shall go 
hard but I will fall upon a way to guess where- 
abouts we are." So saying, he lifted up a pitcher 
full of cold water, that stood behind the outward 
-door, and discharged it in the face of Peregrine 
without ceremony or hesitation. This remedy 
produced the desired effect ; unpalatable as it 
was, the young gentleman no sooner recovered 
his breath, which was endangered by such a 
sudden application, than he thanked his friend 
Jack for the seasonable operation he had per- 
formed. Having no longer any just reason to 
doubt the reality of what appeared so con- 
vincingly to his senses, he shifted himself on the 
instant, not without huiTy and trepidation ; and. 



patting on his morning dress, sallied forth to the 
Bare, in order to deliberate with himself on the 
important intelligence he had received. 

HatchwAy, not yet fully convinced of his sanity, 
and curious to know the purport of the letter 
which had affected him in such an extraordinary 
manner, carefully attended his footsteps in this 
excursion, in hope of being favoured with his 
confidence in the course of their perambulation. 
Our hero no sooner appeared at the street«door, 
than he was saluted by the messenger, who, having 
posted himself in the way for that purpose, ** God 
bless your noble honour. Squire Pickle," cried 
he, "and give you joy of succeeding to your 
father's estate." These words had scarce pro- 
ceeded from his mouth, when the lieutenant, 
hopping eagerly towards the countryman, squeezed 
his hand with great affection, and asked if the 
old gentleman had actually taken his departure. 
"Ay, Master Hatchway," replied the other, "in 
such a wound y haste, that he forgot to make a 
will."— "Body of me !" exclaimed the seaman, 
" these are the best tidings I have heard since I 
first went to sea. Here, my lad, take my purse, 
and stow thyself chock-full of the best liquor in 
the land. " So saying, he tipped the peasant with 
ten pieces, and immediately the whole place echoed 
with the sound of Tom's instrument. Peregrine, 
repairing to the walk, communicated the billet to 
his honest friend, who, at his desire, went forth- 
with to the lodgings of Captain Gauntlet, and 
returned in less than half-an-hour with that gen- 
tleman, who, I need not say, was heartily rejoiced 
at the occasion. 



CHAPTER CIV. 

Peregrine holds a Consultation with his Friends, in con- 
sequenoe of which he bids Adieu to the Fleet — He 
arrives at his Father's House, and asserts his Right 
of Inheritance. 

Nor did our hero keep the misanthrope in ignor- 
ance of this happy turn of fortune : Pipes was 
despatched to the senior, with a message, request- 
ing his immediate presence ; and he accordingly 
appeared, in obedience to the summons, growling 
with discontent for having been deprived of several 
hours of his natural rest. Ills mouth was im- 
mediately stopped with the letter, at which he 
"smiled horribly a ghastly grin; "and, after a 
compliment of gratulation, they entered into close 
divan, about the measures to be talcen in conse- 
quence of this, event. 

There was no room for much debate ; it was 
unanimously agreed, that Pickle should set out, 
with all possible despatch, for the garrison, to 
which Gauntlet and Hatchway resolved to attend 
him. Pipes was accordingly ordered to prepare 
a couple of post-chaises, while Godfrey went to 
procure bail for his friend, and provide them with 
money for the expense of the expedition, but not 
before he was desired by Peregrine to conceal 
this piece of news from his sister, that our youth 
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might have an opportunity to surprise her in a 
more interesting manner, after he should have 
settled his affairs. 

All these previous steps being taken, in less 
than an hour our hero took his leave of the 
Fleet, after he had left twenty giiineas with the 
warden for the relief of the poor prisoners, a 
great number of whom convoyed him to the gate, 
pouring forth pttiyeis for his long life and pros- 
perity ; and he took the road to the garrison, in 
the most elevated transports of joy, unallayed 
with the least mixture of grief at the death of a 
parent, whose paternal tenderness he had never 
known. His breast was absolutely a stranger to 
that boasted 9ropy^, or instinct of affection, by 
which the charities are supposed to subsist. 

Of all the journeys he had ever made, this, sure, 
was the most delightful : he felt all the ecstasy 
that must naturally be produced in a young man 
of his imagination, from such a sudden transition 
in point of circumstances : he found himself 
delivered from confinement and disgi-ace, with- 
out being obliged to any person upon earth for 
his deliverance ; he had it now in his power to 
retort the contempt of the world in a manner 
suited to his most sanguine wish ; he was recon- 
ciled to his friend, and enabled to gratify his love, 
even upon his own terms ; and saw himself in 
possession of a fortune more ample than his first 
inheritance, with a stock of experience that would 
steer him clear of all those quicksands, among 
which he had been formerly wrecked. 

In the middle of their journey, while they 
halted at an inn for a short refreshment and 
change of horses, a postilion, running up to 
Peregrine in the yard, fell at his feet, clasped 
his knees with great eagerness and agitation, and 
presented to him the individual face of his old 
valet-de-chambre. The youth, perceiving him 
in such an abject garb and attitude, commanded 
him to rise, and tell the cause of such ^ miserable 
reverse in his fortune ; upon which Hadgi gave 
him to understand, that he had been ruined by 
his wife, who, having robbed him of all his cash 
and valuable effects, had eloped from his house, 
with one of his own customers, who appeared in 
the character of a French count, but was in reality 
no other than an Italian fiddler ; that, in conse- 
quence of this retreat, he, the husband, was dis- 
abled from paying a considerable sum which he 
had set apart for his wine-merchant, who, being 
disappointed in his expectation, took out an 
execution against his effects ; and the rest of his 
creditors, following his example, hunted him out 
of house and home : so that, rinding his person 
in danger in London, he had been obliged to 
escape into the countiy, skulking about from one 
village to another, till, being quite destitute of all 
support, he had undertaken his present office, to 
save himself from starving. 

Peregrine listened with compassion to his la- 
mentable tale, which too well accounted for his 
iiiot appearing in the Fleet, with offers of service 
to his master in distress, a circumstance that 
Pickle had all along imputed to his avarice and 
ingratitude. He assured him, that as he had 
been the means of throwing in his way the 



temptation to which he fell a sacrifice, he would 
charge himself with the retrieval of his affairs : 
in the mean time, he made him taste of his bounty, 
and desired him to continue in his present employ- 
ment until he should return from the garrison, 
when he would consider his situation, and do 
something for his immediate relief. 

Hadgi attempted to kiss his shoe, and wept, 
or affected to weep, with sensibility, at this gra- 
cious reception; he even made a merit of his 
unwillingness to exercise his new occupation, 
and earnestly b^ged that he might be allowed 
to give immediate attendance upon his dear master, 
from whom he could not bear the thoughts of a 
second parting. His entreaties were reinforced 
by the intercession of his two friends, in conse- 
quence of which, the Swiss was permitted to 
follow them at his own leisure, while they set 
forwards after a slight repast, and reached the 
place of their destination before ten o'clock at 
night. 

Peregrine, instead of alighting at the garrison, 
rode straightway to his father's house; and no 
person appearing to receive him, not even a 
servant to take care of his chaise, he dismounted 
without assistance. Being followed by his two 
friends, he advanced into the hall, where, per- 
ceiving a bell-rope, he made immediate applica- 
tion to it, in such a manner, as brought a couple 
of footmen into his presence. After having re- 
primanded them, with a stem look, for their 
neglect in point of attendance, he commanded 
them to show him into an apartment ; and as 
they seemed unwilling to yield obedience to his 
orders, asked if they did not belong to the family ? 

One of them, who took upon himself the office 
of spokesman, replied, with a sullen air, that 
they had been in the service of old Mr. Pickle, and 
now that he was dead, thought themselves bound 
to obey nobody but their lady, and her son Mr. 
Gamaliel. This declara.tion had scarce proceeded 
from his mouth, when our hero gave them to 
understand, that since they were not disposed to 
own any other master, they must change their 
quarters immediately. He ordered them to de- 
camp without farther preparation ; and as they 
still continued restive, they were kicked out of 
doors by the captain and his friend Hatchway. 
Squire Gam, who overheard eveiything that 
passed, and was now nK)re than ever inflamed 
with that rancour which he had sucked with his 
mother's milk, flew to the assistance of his ad- 
herents, with a pistol in each hand, bellowing 
*' Thieves ! thieves !" with great vociferation, as 
if he had mistaken the business of the strangers, 
and actually believed himself in danger of being 
robbed. Under this pretence he discharged a 
piece at his brother, who luckily escaped the 
shot, closed with him in a moment, and, wresting 
the other pistol from his gripe, turned him out 
into the court-yard, to the consolation of his two 
dependents. 

By this time Pipes and the two postilions had 
taken possession of the stables, without being 
opposed by the coachman and his deputy, who 
quietly submitted to the authority of their new 
sovercigu ; but the noise of the pistol had alarmed 
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Mrs. Pickle, who, running down-stairs with the 
most frantic appearance, attended by two maids 
and the curate, who still maintained his place of 
chaplain 4uid ghostly director in the family, would 
have assaulted our hero with her nails, had not 
she been restrained by her attendants. Though 
they prevented her from using her hands, they 
could not hinder her from exercising her tongue, 
which bhe wagged against him with all the viru- 
lence of xnalice. She asked, if he was come to 
butcher his brother, to insult his father's corpse, 
and triumph in her affliction ? she bestowed upon 
him the epithets of spendthrift, jail-bird, and 
unnatural ruffian ; she b^ged pardon of God for 
having brought such a monster into the world ; 
accused him of having brought his father's gray 
hairs with sorrow to the grave ; and affirmed, 
that were he to touch the body, it would bleed 
at his approach. 

Without pretending to refute the articles of 
this ridiculous charge, he allowed her to ring 
out her alarm ; and then calmly replied, that it' 
she did not quietly retire to her chamber and be- 
have as became a person in her present situation, 
he should insist upon her removing to another 
lodging without delay, for he was determined to be 
master in his own family. The lady, who, in all 
probability, expected that he would endeavour to 
appease her with all the tenderness of filial sub- 
mission, was so much exasperated at his cavalier 
behaviour, that her constitution could not support 
the transports of her spirits ; and she was carried 
off by her women in a lit, while the officious 
clergyman was dimissed after his pupil, with all 
the circumstances of disgrace. 

Our hero, having thus made his quarters good, 
took possession of the best apartment in the 
house, and sent notice of his arrival to Mr. Clover, 
who, with his wife, visited him in less than an 
hour, and was not a little surprised to find him 
so suddenly settled in his father's house. I'he 
meeting of Julia and her brother was extremely 
pathetic. She had always loved him with un- 
common tenderness, and looked upon him as the 
ornament of her family ; but she had heard of his 
extravagances with regret ; and though she con- 
sidered the stories that were circulated at his ex- 
pense as the malicious exaggerations of his mother 
and her darling son, her apprehension had been 
grievously alarmed by an account of his imprison- 
ment and distress, which had been accidentally 
conveyed to that country by a gentleman from 
London, who had been formerly of his acquaint- 
ance : she could not, therefore, without the most 
tender emotions of joy, see him, as itwere, restored 
to his rightful inheritance, and re-established in 
that station of life which she thought he could 
fill with dignity and importance. 

After their mutual expressions of affection, she 
retired to her mother's chamber, with a view to 
make a second offer of her service and attendance, 
which had been already rejected with scorn since 
her father's death ; while Peregrine consulted his 
brother-in-law about the affairs of the family, so 
far as they had fallen within his cognizance and 
observation. Mr. Clover told him that, though 
he was never favoured with the confidence of the 



defunct^ he knew some of his intimates, who had 
been tampered with by Mrs. Pickle, and even 
engaged to second the remonstrances by which 
she had often endeavoured to persuade her hus- 
band to settle his affairs by a formal will ; but 
that he had from time to time evaded their 
importunities with surprising excuses of procras- 
tination, that plainly appeared to be the result 
of invention and design, far above the supposed 
pitch of his capacity; a circumstance from which 
Mr. Clover concluded that the old gentleman 
imagined his life would not have been secure, 
had he once taken such a step as would have 
rendered it unnecessary to the independence of 
his second son. He moreover observed, that, in 
consequence of this infonnation, he no sooner 
heard of Mr. Pickle's death, which happened at 
the club» than he went directly with a lawyer to 
his house, before any cabal or conspiracy could 
be formed against the rightful heir, and, in pre- 
sence of witnesses provided for the purpose, sealed 
up all the papers of the deceased, after the widow 
had, in the first transports of her -sorrow and 
vexation, fairly owned that her husband had died 
intestate. 

Peregrine was extremely well satisfied with 
this intelligence, by which all his doubts were 
dispelled ; and, having cheerfully supped with 
his friends on a cold collation, whidihis brother- 
in-law had brought in his chariot, they retired to 
rest in different chambers, after Julia had met 
with another repulse from her capricious mother, 
whose overflowing rage had now subsided into 
the former channel of calm inveteracy. 

Next morning the house was supplied with 
lome servants from the garrison, and preparations 
were made for the funeral of the deceased. Gam, 
iiaving taken lodgings in the neighbourhood, 
came with a chaise and cart to demand his 
mother, together with his own clothes, and her 
personal eSects. Our hero, though he would 
not suffer him to enter the door, allowed his 
proposal to be communicated to the widow, who 
eagerly embraced the opportunity of removing, 
and was, with her own baggage, and that of her 
beloved son, conveyed to the place which he had 
prepared for her reception. Thither she was 
followed by her woman, who was desired by 
Peregrine to assure her mistress that, until a 
regular provision could be settled upon her, she 
might command him, in point of money, or any 
other accommodation in his power. 



CHAPTER CV. 

He performs the last Office^ to his Father, and returns to 
London upon a very interesting Design. 

Suits of mourning being provided for himself, 
his friends, and adherents, and every other pre- 
vious measure taken suitable to the occasion, his 
father was interred in a private manner in the 
parish church ; and his papers being examined, 
in presence of many persons of honour and 
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integrity, invited for that purpose, no will was 
found, or any other deed, in favour of the second 
aon, though it appeared by the marriage settle- 
ment that the widow was entitled to a jointure 
ef five hundred pounds a year. The rest of his 
papers consisted of East-India bonds, South-Sea 
annuities, mortgages, notes, and assignments, to 
the amount of fourscore thousand seven hundred 
and sixty pounds, exclusive of the house, plate, 
and furniture, horses, equipage, and cattle, with 
the garden and park adjacent, to a very con- 
siderable extent. 

This was a sum that even exceeded his expect- 
ation, and could not fail to entertain his fancy 
with the most agreeable ideas. He found him- 
self immediately a man of vast consequence 
among his country neighbours, who visited him 
with compliments of congratulation, and treated 
liim with such respect as would have effectually 
spoiled any young man of his disposition, who 
had not the same advantages of experience as 
he had already purchased at a very extravagant 
price. Thus shielded with caution, he bore his 
prosperity with surprising temperance ; everybody 
was charmed with his affability and moderation. 
When he made a circuit round to the gentlemen 
of the district, in order to repay the courtesy 
which he owed, he was caressed by them with 
uncommon assiduity, and advised to offer himself 
as a candidate for the county at the next election, 
which, they supposed, would soon happen, be- 
cause the present member was in a declining state 
of health ; nor did his person and address escape 
unheeded by the ladies, many of whom did not 
scruple to spread their attractions before him, 
with a view of captivating such a valuable prize : 
nay, such an impression did this legacy make 
upon a . certain peer, who resided in this part 
of the country, that he cultivated Pickle*s ac-. 
quaintance with great eagerness, and, without 
circumlocution, offered to him in marriage 
his only daughter, with a very considerable 
fortune. 

Our hero expressed himself upon this occasion 
as became a man of honour, sensibility, and 
politeness, and frankly gave his lordship to under- 
stand that his heart was already engaged. He 
was pleased with the opportunity of making such 
•a sacrifice to his passion for Emilia, which by 
this time inflamed his thoughts to such a degree 
of impatience that he resolved to depart for 
Lrondon with all possible speed ; and for that 
purpose industriously employed almost every 
hour of his time in regulating his domestic affairs. 
He paid off all his father's servants, and hired 
ethers, at the recommendation of his sister, who 
promised to superintend his household in his 
absence : he advanced the first half-yearly pay- 
ment of. his mother's jpinture ; and, as for his 
brother Gam, he gave him divers opportunities 
of acknowledging his faults, so as that he might 
have answered to his own conscience for taking 
any step in his favour ; but that young gentlemkn 
was not yet sufficiently humbled by misfortune ; 
and not only forbore to make any overtures of 
peace, but also took all occasions to slander the 
xjonduct and revile the person of our hero, being 



in this practice conpforted and abetted by his 
righteous mamma. 

£ver3^iing being tiius settled for the present, 
the triumvirate set out-on their iretum .to town m 
the same manner with that in- which tiiey .had 
arrived in the country, except in the smsdl vari- 
ation that Hatchway's chaise companion was now 
the valet-de-chambre irefitted, instead of Pipes, 
who, with another lacquey, attended them on 
horseback. When they had performed two-thirds 
of their way to London, they chanced, to over- 
take a country squire, on his return from a visit 
to one of his neighbours, who had entertained 
him with such hospitality that, as the lieutenant 
observed, he rolled himself sdmost gunwale to 
every motion of his horse, which was a fine 
hunter ; and when the chaises passed him at full 
speed, he set up the sportsman's halloo in a voice 
that sounded like a French horn, clapping spurs 
to Sorrel at the same time, in order to keep up 
with the pace of the machine. 

Peregrine, who was animated with an uncom- 
mon flow of spirits, ordered his postilion to pro- 
ceed more softly, and entered into conversation 
with the stranger, touching the make and mettle 
of his horse, upon which he descanted with so 
much learning, that the squire was astonished at 
his knowledge. When they approached his ha- 
bitation, he invited the young gentleman and his 
company to halt, and drink a bottle of his ale ; 
and was so pressing in his solicitation, that they 
complied with his request He accordingly con- 
ducted them through a spacious avenue, that 
extended as far as the highway, to the gate of a 
large chateau, of a most noble and venerable 
appearance, which induced them to alight and 
view the apartments, contrary to their first in- 
tention of drinking a glass of his October at the 
door. 

The rooms were every way suitable to the 
magnificence of the outside, and our hero im- 
agined they had made a tour through the whole 
sweep, when the landlord gave him to understand 
that they had not yet seen the best apartment 
of the house, and immediately led them into a 
spacious dining-room, which Peregrine did not 
enter without giving manifest signs of uncommon 
astonishment. The panels all round were covered 
with portraits at full length, by Vandyke ; and 
not one of them appeared without a ridiculous 
tie-periwig, in the style of those that usually hang 
over the shops of twopenny barbers. The straight 
boots in which the figures had been originally 
painted, and the other circumstances of attitude 
and drapery, so inconsistent with this monstrous 
furniture of the head, exhibited such a ludicrous 
appearance, that Pickle's wonder in a little time 
gave way to his mirth, and he was seized with a 
violent fit of laughter, which had well-nigh de- 
prived him of his breath. 

The squire, half pleased and half offended at 
this expression of ridicule, ** I know," said he, 
" what makes you laugh so woefully : you think 
it strange to zee my vorefathers booted and 
spurred, with huge three-tailed periwigs on their 
pates. The truth of the matter is this : I could 
not abide to see the pictures of my vamily with 
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a parcel of loose hair hanging about their eyes, 
like zo many colts ; and zo.I employed a painter 
▼ellow from London to clap deaint pedwigs on 
their skulls, at the rate of vive shillings a head, 
and offered him three shillings apieqe to furnish 
each with a handsome pair of shoes and stockings : 
but the rascal, thinking I must have 'em done at 
any price after their heads were covered, haggled 
wiih me for vour shillings a picture ; and so, 
rather than be imposed upon, I turned him off, 
and shall let 'em stand as th^ are, till zome 
more reasonable brother of the brush comes round 
the country." 

Pickle commended his resolution, though, in 
his heart, he blessed himself from such a barbar- 
ous Goth ; and, after they had despatched two 
or three bottles of his beer, they proceeded on 
their journey, and arrived in town about eleven 
at night. 



CHAPTER CVI. 

He enjoys an Interview with Emilia, and makes himself 
ample Amends for all the Mortification of his Life. 

Godfrey, who had taken leave of his sister, on 
pretence of making a short excursion with Pere* 
grine, whose health required the enjoyment of 
fresh air after his long confinement, sent a message 
to her thlEit same night, announcing his arrival, 
and giving her notice that he would breakfast 
with her next morning ; when he and our hero, 
who had dressed himself for the purpose, taking 
a hackney-coach, repaired to her lodging, and 
were introduced into a parlour, adjoining to that 
in which the tea-table was set. Here they had 
not waited many minutes, when they heard the 
sound of feet coming down-stairs; upon which 
our hero's heart began to beat the alarm. He 
concealed himself behind the screen, by the di- 
rection of his friend, whose ears being sainted 
with Sophy's voice froiii the next room, he fiew 
into it with great ardour, and enjoyed upon her 
lips the sweet transports of a meeting so unex- 
pected ; for he had left her in her father's house 
at Windsor. 

Amidst these emotions, he had almost forgotten 
the situation of Peregrine; when Emilia, assum- 
ing an enchanting air, "Is not this," said she, 
**a most provoking scene to a young woman like 
me, who am doomed to wear the willow by the 
strange caprice of my lover ? Upon my wond, 
brother, you have done me infinite prejudice in 
promoting this jaunt with my obstinate corre- 
spondent, who, I suppose, is so ravished with this 
transient glimpse of liberty, that he will never be 
persuaded to incur unnecessary confinement for 
the future." — "My dear sister," replied the cap- 
tain, tauntingly, "your own pride set him the 
example ; so you must e*en stand to the conse- 
quence of his imitation." — "*Tis a hard cas^ 
however," answered the fair offender, "that I 
should suflfer all my life by one venial trespass. 
Heigh ho ! who would imagine that a sprightly 
girl, such as I, with ten thousand pounds, should 



go a begging? I have a good mind to marry the 
next person that asks me the question, in order 
to be revenged upon this luiyielding humorist. 
Did the dear fellow discover no inclination to see 
me in all the term of his releasement ? Well, if 
ever I can catch the fugitive again, he shall sing 
in his cage for life." 

It is impossible to convey to the reader a just 
idea of Peregrine's transports while he overheard 
this declaration; which was no sooner pronounced, 
than, unable to resist the impetuosity of his 
passion, he sprang from his lurking-place, ex- 
claiming, " Here I surrender ; " and, rushing into 
her presence, was so dazzled with her beauty, 
that his speech failed ; he was fixed, like a statue, 
to the floor, and all bis faculties were absorbed 
in admiration. Indeed, she was now in the full 
bloom of her charms, and it was nearly impossible 
to look upon her without emotion. What, then, 
must have been the ecstasy of our youth, whose 
passion was whetted with all the incitements 
which could stimulate the human heart ! The 
ladies, screamed with surprise at his appearance ; 
and Emilia underwoit such agitation as flushed 
every charm with irresistible energy : her cheeks 
glowed with a most delicate suffusion, and her 
bosom heaved with such bewitching undulation, 
that the cambric could not conceal or contain the 
snowy hemisphere, that rose like a vision of 
paradise to his view. 

While he was almost fainting with unutterable 
delight, she seemed ready to sink under the 
tumults of tenderness and confusion ; when our 
hero, perceiving her condition, obeyed the im- 
pulse of his love, and circled the charmer in his 
arms, without suffering the least frown or sjrmptom 
of displeasure. Not all the pleasures of his life 
had amounted to the ineffable joy of this embrace, 
in which he continued for some minutes totally 
entranced. He fastened upon her pouting lips 
with all the eagerness of rapture ; and, while his 
brain seemed to whirl round with transport, 
exclaimed, in a delirium of bliss, "Heaven and 
earth ! this is too much to bear." 

His imagination was accordingly relieved, and 
his attention in some measure divided, by the 
interposition of Sophy, who kindly chid him for 
his having overlooked his old friends. Thus 
accosted, he quitted his delicious armful, and 
saluting Mrs. Gauntlet, asked pardon for his 
neglect ; observing that such rudeness was excus- 
able, considering the long and unhappy exile 
which he had suffered from the jewel of his soul. 
Then, turning to Emilia, "I am come, madam,'* 
said he, "to claim the performance of your pro- 
mise, which I can produce under your own fair 
hand : you may, thecefore, lay aside all superfluous 
ceremony and shyness, and crown my happiness 
without further delay ; for, upon my soul 1 my 
thoughts are wound up to the last pitch of ex- 
pectation, and I shall certainly run distracted if 
I am doomed to any term of probation." 

His mistress, having by this time recollected 
herself, replied with a most exhilarating smile, 
"I ought to punish you for your obstinacy with 
the moi-tification of a twelvemonth's trial; but 
*tis dangerous to tamper with an admirer, of your 
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disposition, and thereforcf I think I must make 
sure of you while it is in my power." — " You are 
willing, then, to take me for better for worse, in 
presence of Heaven and these witnesses ? " cried 
Peregrine, kneeling, and applying her hand to 
his lips. At this interrcj^tion, her features 
softened into an amazing expression of condescend- 
ing love ; and, while she darted a side glance that 
thrilled to his marrow, and heaved a sigh more 
80 fk than zephyr's balmy wing, her answer was, 
"Why — ay — and Heaven grant me patience to 
bear the humours of such a yoke-fellow ! ** — 
** And may the same powers," replied the youth, 
"grant me life and opportunity to manifest the 
immensity of my love. Meanwhile, I have eighty 
thousand pounds, which shall be laid immediately 
in your lap." 

So saying, he sealed the contract upon her lips, 
and explained the mystery of his last words, which 
had begun to operate upon the wonder of the 
two sisters. Sophy was agreeably surprised with 
the account of his good fortune ; nor was it, in 
all probability, unacceptable to the lovely. Em ilia; 
though, from this information, she took an op- 
portunity to upbraid her admirer with the inflexi- 
bility of his pride, which she scrupled not to say 
would have bamed 9II the suggestions of his 
passion, had not it been gratified by this provi- 
dential event. 

Matters being thus happily matured, the lover 
begged that immediate recourse might be had to 
the church, and his happiness ascertained before 
night ; but the bride objected, with great vehem- 
ence, to such precipitation, being desirous of her 
mother's presence at the ceremony ; and she was 
seconded in her opinion by her brother's wife. 
Peregrine, maddening with desire, assaulted her 
with the most earnest entreaties, representing, 
that, as her mother's consent was already obtained, 
there was surely no necessity for a delay that 
must infallibly make a dangerous impression upon 
his brain and constitution. He fell at her feet in 
all the agony of impatience ; swore that his life 
and intellects would actually be in jeopardy by 
her refusal ; and, when .she attempted to argue 
him out of his demand, began to rave with such 
extravagance, that Sophy was frightened into 
conviction ; and Godfrey enforcing the remon- 
strances of his friend, the amiable Emilia was 
teased into compliance. 

Afler breakfast, the bridegroom and his com- 
panion set out to the Commons for a license, 
having first agreed upon the house at which the 
ceremony should be performed, in the lodgings 
of the bride ; and, the permission being obtained, 
they found means to engage a clefgyman, who 
undertook to attend them at their own time and 
place. Then a ring was purchased for the occa- 
sion ; and they went in search of the lieutenant, 
with whom they dined at a tavern, and not only 
made him ao^uainted with the steps they had 
taken, but desired that he would stand godfather 
to the bride ; an employment which Jack accepted 
with demonstrations of particular satisfaction ; 
till chancing to look into the street, and seeing 
Cadwallader approach the door, in consequence 
of a message they had sent to him by Pipes, he 



declined the office in favour of the senior, who 
was accordingly ordained for that purpose, on 
the supposition that such a mark of regard might 
facilitate his concurrence with a match, which 
otherwise he would certainly oppose, as he was 
a professed enemy to wedlodc, and, as yet, 
ignorant of Peregrine's intention. 

After having congratulated Pickle upon his 
succession, and shook his two friends by the 
hand, the misanthrope asked whose mare was 
dead, that he was summoned in such a plaguy 
hurry from his dinner, which he had been fain to 
gobble up like a cannibal ? Our hero gave him 
to understand, that they had made an appoint- 
ment to drink tea with two agreeable ladies, and 
were unwilling that he should lose the opportu- 
nity of enjoying an entertainment which he loved 
so much. Crabtree, shrivelling up his face, like 
an autumn leaf, at this intimation, cursed his 
complaisance, and swore they should keep their 
assignation without him ; for he and lechery had 
shaken hands many years ago. 

The bridegroom, however, likening him unto 
an old coachman, who still delights in the smack 
of the whip, and dropping some flattering hints 
of his manhood, even at these years, he was 
gradually prevailed upon to accompany them to 
the place of rendezvous ; where, being ushered 
into a dining-room, they had not waited three 
minutes when they were joined by the parson, 
who had observed the hour with great punctuality. 

This gentleman no sooner entered the room, 
than Cadwallader, in a whisper to Gauntlet, 

asked if that was not the cock-b d ; and, 

before the captain could make any reply,*' What 

an unconscionable w master the rogue is ! " 

said he: "scarce discharged from confinement, 
and sweetened with a little fresh air, when he 
wenches with a pimp in canonicals in his pay. " 
The door again opened, and Emilia broke in 
upon them, with such dignity of mien, and 
divinity of aspect, as inspired every spectator 
with astonishment and admiration. The lieu- 
tenant, who had not seen her since her charms 
were ripened into such perfection, expressed his 
wonder and approbation in an exclamation of, 
"Add's zooks, what a glorious galley!" and 
the misanthrope's visage was instantly metamor- 
phosed into the face of a mountain-goat. He 
licked his lips instinctively, snuffed the air, and 
squinted with a most horrible obliquity of vision. 

The bride and her sister being seated, and 
Hatchway having renewed his acquaintance with 
the former, who recognized him with particular 
civility. Peregrine withdrew into another apart- 
ment with his friend Crabtree, to whom he 
imparted the design of this meeting ; which the 
latter no sooner imderstood, than he attempted 
to retreat, without making any other reply than 
that of, " Pshaw ! rot your matrimony ! can't 
you put your neck in the noose without my being 
a witness of your folly ? " 

The young gentleman, in order to vanquish 
this aversion, stepped to the door of the next 
room, and begged the favour of speaking with 
Emilia, to whom he introduced the testy old 
bacliclor as one of his particular friends, who 
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desired to liave the honour of ){ivine her away. 
The bewitching smile with which she received 
his salute and granted his request at once over- 
came the disapprobation of the misanthrope, 
who» with a relaxation in his countenance which 
had never been perceived before that instant, 
thanked her in the most polite terms for such an 
agreeable mark of distinction. He accordingly 
led her into the dining-room, where the ceremony 
was performed without delay; and, after the 
liusband had asserted his prerogative on her lips, 
the whole company salutM her by the name of 
Mrs. Pickle. 

I shall leave the sensible reader to judge what 
passed at this juncture within the bosoms of the 
new-married couple. Peregrine's heart was fired 
with inexpressible ardour and impatience ; while 
the transports of the bride were mingled with a 
dash of diffidence and apprehension. Gauntlet 
saw it would be too much for both to bear their 
present tantalizing situation till night without 
some amusement to divert their thoughts, and 
therefore proposed to pass part of the evening at 
the public entertainments in Marylebone gardens, 
which were at that time frequented by the best 
company in town. The scheme was relished by 
the discreet Sophy, who saw the meaning 0/ the 
proposal ; and the bride submitted to the per- 
suasion of her sister; so that after tea two coaches 
were called, and Peregrine was forcibly separated 
from his charmer during the conveyance. 
- The new-married couple and their company 
having made shift to spend the evening, and 
supped on a slight collation in one of the 
boxes, Peregrine's patience was almost quite ex- 
Iiausted ; and taking Godfrey aside, he imparted 
his intention to withdraw in private from the sea 
wit of his friend Hatchway, who would otherwise 
retard his bliss with unseasonable impediments, 
which at present he could not possibly bear. 
Gauntlet, who sympathized with his impatience, 
undertook to intoxicate the lieutenant with bum- 
pers to the joy of the bride, and in the mean 
time desired Sophy to retire with his sister, under 
the auspices of Cadwallader, who promised to 
squire them home. 

The ladies were accordingly conducted to the 
coach ; and Jack proposed to the captain that, 
for the sake of the joke, the bridegroom should 
be plied with liquor in such a manner as would 
effectually disable him from enjoying the fruits 
of his good fortune for one night at least. 
Gauntlet seemed to relish the scheme ; and they 
prevailed upon Pickle to accompany them to a 
certain tavern, on pretence of drinking a farewell 
glass to a single life : there the bottle was circu- 
lated till Hatchway's brain began to suffer inno- 
vation. As he had secured our hero's hat and 
sword, he felt no apprehension of an elopement, 
which, however, was effected; and the youth 
hastened on the wings of love to the arms of 
his enchanting bride. He found Crabtree in a 
parlour, waiting for his return, and disposed to 
entertain him with a lecture upon temperance, to 
which he paid very littlfe attention ; but ringing 
for Emilia s maid, desired to know if her mistress 
was in bed. Being answered in the affirmative, 



he sent her upstairs to announce his arrival, un- 
dressed himself to a loose gown and slippers, 
and, wishing the misanthrope a good night, after 
having desired to see him next day, followed in 
person to the delicious scene, where he found 
her elegantly dished out, the fairest daughter of 
chastity and love. 

When he approached, she was overwhelmed 
with confusion, and hid her lovelv face from his 
transporting view. Mrs. Gauntlet, seeing his 
eyes kindled at the occasion, kissed her charming 
sister, who, throwing her snowy arms about her 
neck, would have detained her in the room, had 
not Peregrine gently disengaged her confidant 
from her embrace, and conducted her trembling 
to the door, which having bolted and barricadoe^ 
he profited by his good fortune, and his felicity 
was perfect. 

Next day he rose about noon, and found his 
three friends assembled; when he learned that 
Jack had fallen in his own snare, and been 
obliged to lie in the same tavern where he fell ; — 
a circumstance of which he was so much ashamed, 
that Peregrine and his wife escaped many jokes, 
which he would have certainly cracked, had he 
not lain under the imputation of this disgrace . In 
half-an-hour after he came down, Mrs. Pickle 
appeared with Sophy, blushing like Aurora, or the 
goddess of health, and sending forth emanations 
of beauty unparsdleled : she was complimented 
upon her change of situation by all present, and 
by none more warmly than by old Crabtree, who 
declared himself so well satisfied with his friend's 
fortune, as to be almost reconciled to that insti- 
tution, against which he had declaimed during 
the best part of his life. 

An express was immediately despatched to 
Mrs. Gauntlet, with an account of her daughter's 
marriage : a town-house was hired, and a hand- 
some equipage set up, in which the new-married 
pair appeared at all public places, to the aston- 
ishment of our adventurer's fair-weather friends, 
and the admiration of all the world ; for, in point 
of figure, such another couple was not to be found 
in the whole United Kingdom. Envy despaired, 
and detraction was struck dumb, when our hero's 
new accession of fortune was consigned to the 
celebration of public fame. Emilia attracted the 
notice of all observers, from the pert Templar to 
the sovereign himself, who was pleased to bestow 
encomiums upon the excellence of her beauty. 
Many persons of consequence, who had dropped 
the acquaintance of Peregrine in the beginning of 
his decline, now made open efforts to cultivate his 
friendship anew ; but he discouraged all these 
advances with the most mortifying disdain ; and, 
one day, when the nobleman whom he had 
formerly obliged came up to him in the drawing- 
room, with the salutation of "Your servant, Mr. 
Pickle," he eyed him with a look of ineffable 
contempt, saying, " I suppose your lordship is 
mistaken in your man,'^ and turned his head 
another way, in presence of the whole court. 

When he had made a circuit round all the 
places frequented by the beau-monde, to the u^ter 
confusion 9f those against whom his resentment 
was kindled ; paid off his debts, and settled his 
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money matters in town, Hatchway was dismissed 
to the countiy, in order to prepare for the recep- 
tion of his fair Emilia. In a few days after his 
departure, the whole company, Cadwallader him- 
self included, set out for his Mher's house, and, 
in their way, took up Mrs. Gauntlet»the mother, 
who was sincerely rejoiced to see our hero in the 
capacity of her son-in-law. From her habitation 



they proceeded homewards at an easy pace ; and, 
amidst the acclamations of the whole parish, en- 
tered their own house, where Emilia was received 
in the most tender m:anner by Mr. Clover's wife, 
who had provided everything for her ease and 
accommodation; and, next day, surrendered 
imto her the management of her own household 
affairs. 
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PICKWICK PAPERS. Part i. 
Ditto. Part 2. 

NICHOLAS NICKLEBY. Part i. 



NICHOLAS NICKLEBY. Part 2. 
OLIVER TWIST. 
SKETCHES BY BOZ. 



CAPTAIN MARRYAT.--6C/. each. 



PETER SIMPLE. 
THE KING'S OWN. 
NEWTON FORSTER. 
JACOB FAITHFUL. 
FRANK MILDMAY. 
PACHA OF MANY TALES. 
JAPHET. 

MIDSHIPMAN EASY. 
THE DOG FIEND. 



THE PHANTOM SHIP. 
OLLA PODRIDA. 
THE POACHER. 
PERCIVAL KEENE. 
MONSIEUR VIOLET. 
RATTLIN, THE REEFER. 
VALERIE. 

THE PIRATE AND THE 
THREE CUTTERS. 



ROUTLEDGE'S 



SIXPENNY NOVELS 



UNABRIDGED. 



ROUTLEDGE'S 6d. EDITION 

OF 

LORD LYTTON'S NOVELS. 

The Authors Copyright Revised Edition^ in which are given the latest revisions 
and corrections madt by the Author, together with the Prefaces he wrote to the various 
Editions of his Novels piiblished during his lifetime. No Other 6d. Edition con- 
tainfi these Prefaces and Revisions. 

EUGENE ARAM, with Threie Prefaces. 

GODOLPHIN. 

LAST DAYS OF POMPEII, with Two Prefaces. 

RIENZI, with Dedication and Two Prefaces. 

ERNEST MALTR AVERS, with a Preface. 

PAUL CLIFFORD, with Two Prefaces. 

LEILA, CALDERON THE COURTIER, AND THE PILGRIMS 
OF THE RHINE, in one Volume. 

FALKLAND AND ZICCI, with a Prefatory Note. 

PELHAM, with Dedication. 

THE DISOWNED, with a Preface. 

DEVEREUX, with a Preface. 

ALICE; or, The Mysteries. Sequel to "Ernest Maltravers.'* 

New Copyright Volumes. 
NIGHT AND MORNING I ZANONI. 



z. 

2. 
3. 

4- 

5- 
6. 

8. 
9- 

{ 



J. FENI 

The Waterwitch. 
The Pathfinder. (L. 2.) 
The Deerslayer. (L. i.) 
Last of Mohicans. (L. 3.) 
The Pilot. 
The Prairie. (L. 5.) 
The Spjr. 
The Red Rover. 
10. Homeward Bound. 
7. Eve £fiOb[igham. (Seq.) 

L. z to 



MORE COOPER.— ed. each. 



II. The Two Admirals, 
y 12. Miles Wallingford. 
<. 16. Afloat and Ashore. 
(Sequel.) 

13. The Pioneers. (L. 4.) 

14. Wyandotte. 

15. Lionel Lincoln. 

17. The Bravo. 

18. The Sea Lions. 

19. The Headsman. 
5 are the " Leather-Stocking Tales." 



20. Precaution. 

21. The Oak Openings. 

22. Heidenmauer. 

56. Mark's Reef. 

57. Ned Myers. 

58. Satanstoe. 

59. The Borderers. 
74. Jack Tier. 
77. Mercedes. 



SIR WALTER SCOTT.— Od. each. 



37- 
38. 

39- 
40. 

41. 
42. 

43- 

44. 

45- 



Gu7«Mannering. 
The Antiquary. 
Ivanhoe. 

Fortunes of Nigel. 
Heart of Midlothian. 
Bride of Lammermoor. 
Waverley. 
Rob Roy. 
Kenilworth. 



46. The Pirate. 

47. The Monastery. 

48. Old Mortality. 

53. Peveril of the Peak. 

54. Quentin Durward. 

55. St. Ronan's Well. 
71. The Abbot. 

81. The Black Dwarf. 
86. Woodstock. 



87. Anne of Geierstein. 

88. Betrothecl. 

89. Fair Maid of Perth. 

90. Surgeon's Daughter, 

&c. 

91. The Talisman. 

92. Gount Robert of Paris. 

93. Redgauntlet. • 



MRS. RADCUFFE.-6d. each. 

114. Romance of the Forest. I 17- Mysteries of TJdolpho. Parti. 

Z16. The Italian. I 1x8. Ditto. Parts. 

VARIOUS AUTHORS.— 6d. each. 



Robinson Crusoe. Defoe. 

Colleen Bawn. Gerald Griffin. 

Vicar of Wakefield. Goldsmith. 

Sketch Book. Washington Irving. 

Tristram Shandy. Sterne. 

A Sentimental Journey. Sterne. 
36. English Opium Eater. De Q dingey. 
49. Essays of Elia. Charles Lamb. 

Notre Dame. Victor Hugo. 



29 

31 
32. 

33- 
34. 
35- 



50 
72. 

no. 

119. 

124 



Gulliver's Travels. 
Last Essays of Elia. 
The Shadowless Man. 
Baron Trenck. 



Swift. 
C. Lamb. 



Z29. Swiss Family Robinson. 

144. RoryO'More. Lover. 

145. Wild Irish Girl. Lady Morgan. 

146. Trials of Margaret Lyndsay. Pro- 

fessor Wilson. 
Z51. Two Years Before the Mast; or, 
A Sailors Life at Sea. Dana. 

152. Valentine Vox. Vol. i. Cockton. 

153. Ditto. Vol. 2. Ditto. 

X59. Frankenstein ; or, The Modem Pro- 
metheus. 

160. The Scottish Chiefii. Jans Porter, 

192 pages. 



163. Nightside of Nature. Mrs. Crowe. 

AtVIERICAN HUMOROUS BOOKS.— 6d. each. 



23- 

24. 

25- 



Artemus Ward, his Book. 
Artemus Ward, his Travels. 
The Nasby Papers. 

26. Major Jack Downing. 

27. The Biglow Papers. 

112. Ditto. 2nd Series. 

28. Orpheus O. Kerr. 
III. Hans Breitmann. 
Z13. Josh Billings. 

120. Sayings and Doings of Sam Slick. 

I St Series. 



Z2Z. Sayings and Doings of Sam Slick. 

2nd Series. 
122. Ditto. 3rd Series. 

52. Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. 

85. Professor at the Breakfost Table. 

164. The Poet at the Breakfast Table. 

O. W. HOLMBS. 

165. The Celebrated Jumping Frog. 

Mark Twain. 

166. Luck of Bearing Camp.BRET Harte. 



167. Innocents Abroad. Mark Twain. 

WIDE, WIDE WORLD SERIES.— Ed. each. 



1. The Prince of the House of David. 

2. The Throne of David. 
3 The Pillar of Fire. 

4. The Wide, Wide World. 



5. Queechy. 

6. Uncle Tom's Cabin. 

7. The Lamplighter. 



GEOPGE RCUTLEDGE & SONS, Broadway, Ludgrate Hill, London, E.a 




ROUTLEDGE'S 

SIXPENNY 

Under the above title, Messrs. GEORGE ROUTLEDGE 
AND SONS are about to produce a series of the Cheapeit 
Standard Books for Youth ever published in this . or in any 
other country. Each book will contain from 64 to 80 large 
Pages, in Three Columns, Brevier Type, with from 40 to 80 
Illustrations, well Printed by the best London Printers, and 
Stitched in a Durable Paper Cover. 



The following Volumes are Just Ready:— 

1. ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

With 40 Illustrations by J. D. WATSON. 80 pp. 

2. THE SUnSS FAMILY ROBINSON. 

With 40 Illustrations. 

3. SANDFORD AND HERTON. 

With 70 Illustrations. 

4 GRIMM'S FAIRY TALES. 

With 70 Illustrations. 

6. ANDERSEN'S FAIRY TALES. 

With 60 Illustrations. 

6. THE BOY'S OWN NATURAL HISTORY. 

With 300 Illustrations. 

?. ^SOP'S FABLES. 

With 1 14 Illustrations by HARRISON WEIR. 

8. THE ARABIAN NIGHTS. 

With 40 Illustrations. 

Uniform in size with ttie Sixpenny Edition of the 

Ingpldsby* Legends. 



■t.^ 



VI 



